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Musician. Composer. Lyricist. Vocalist. 
These are just a few of many hats 

consummate musician Ben Folds 
wears. Originally scheduled to per-
form live in 2020, he pivoted to a vir-
tual performance for the Chautauqua 
audience. For summer 2022, howev-
er, Folds is back — in actual person, 
live, for real — at 8:15 p.m. tonight in 
the Amphitheater.

Folds put on a virtual perfor-
mance for CHQ Assembly in 2020, 
and it was “a big hit with Chautau-
quans at a time when we couldn’t 
gather in person,” said Laura Savia, 
vice president of performing and 
visual arts. During the 2020 perfor-
mance, Folds spoke on the challeng-
es of creating art in a digital age. 

“It is really difficult to write in an 
era where the news cycle is so fast,” 

Folds said. “It should be about this 
year, but it has to be specific to the 
middle of the year, because the song 
will be old news in a few days.”

Ben Folds: In Actual Person Live 
for Real Tour was announced May 
2021, and this summer, Chautauqua 
is the third stop on his journey up 
the East Coast and through parts of 
the Midwest.

In addition to his music acco-
lades, Folds is also an author, pho-
tographer, composer of classical 

music and artistic adviser to the Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra at the 
Kennedy Center.

“He’s a real renaissance man,” 
Savia said. “I think the same rea-
son our audiences are drawn to our 
themes and to our four pillars is a 
sense of deep curiosity and leading 
a full and rich, intellectual life, and 
I think Ben Folds is the perfect ex-
ample of that.”

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Mohamed Elsanousi, execu-
tive director of the Network 
for Religious and Traditional 
Peacemakers, uses experi-
ences of working with in-
dividual and public rights 
to promote religious peace 
around the world.

Elsanousi will speak at 2 
p.m. today in the Hall of Phi-
losophy as part of the Inter-
faith Lecture Series and the 
Week One theme, “America’s 
Global Conscience.” 

His lecture title is “Un-
locking our Shared Virtues: 
Advancing Common Good in 
an Interconnected World.”

“The main points we are 
going to look into, basically, 
are how our American values 
and virtues and ideals could 

be promoted in this intercon-
nected world we’re living in,” 
Elsanousi said.

Elsanousi served as the 
director of Community 
Outreach and Interfaith 
Relations for the Islamic 
Society of North Ameri-
ca. In 2011, he also worked 
on the task force for the 
U.S. Department of State’s 
working group on religion 
and foreign policy.

“The task force was a 
great opportunity to pro-
vide that platform for en-
gagement between diverse, 
religious community lead-
ership,” Elsanousi said. “In 
the United States, different 
religions come together and 
say, ‘How can we advance 
our foreign policy using our 
own faith and religion?’ ”

Elsanousi said he and his 
team created a brochure to 
aid diplomats in protocol.

“Sometimes our diplo-
mats are not clear enough 

about how to walk that thin 
line: separation of church 
and state,” Elsanousi said. 
“Our task force was able to 
come up with a brochure for 
U.S. diplomats on what is al-
lowed and what is not allowed 

in terms of who you are as a 
diplomat, (and how to inter-
act with) service personnel in 
our industries outside, which 
allows you to do things.”

Faith plays a major role in 
peacemaking, Elsanousi said, 
because the elements al-

ready exist in terms of peo-
ple’s own religion. 

He said he attributes the 
leaders of faith communities 
with communicating truth-
fully and effectively.

BEN FOLDS. 

IN ACTUAL PERSON. LIVE. 

(Faith leaders) are the ones that are credible. When communities have some 
problems, they come to the faith leaders, so that’s why they have a critical role to 
play in peacemaking.”

— MOHAMED ELSANOUSI
Executive director, 

Network for Religious and Traditional Peacemakers

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.
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Elsanousi to trace how religious traditions, beliefs aid in global peacemaking

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

When Constanze Stelzen-
müller first spoke at Chau-
tauqua Institution, it was 
in the middle of a week 
dedicated to evolving is-
sues in Europe, and how 
the continent was redefin-
ing itself geopolitically in 
the 21st century.

She’d planned on focus-
ing on the future of Euro-
pean foreign policy, but 
following several other 
morning lectures she was 
in attendance for — includ-
ing journalist Roger Cohen 
and financial specialist 
David Marsh — she pivoted 
and started from scratch, 
offering a perspective on 
her native Germany. 

She spoke on its role in 
both Europe and broader 
international affairs, and 
how the country evolved 
from the end of World War 
II to the economic strength 
it possessed in summer 
2015.

“The reality is that the 
Germans are not in the 
(European Union) what the 
Americans are in NATO,” 
she told Chautauquans 
that summer. 

Brookings’ 
Stelzenmüller 
to discuss 
what Ukraine 
war means 
for U.S.

STELZENMÜLLER

See ELSANOUSI, Page 4

See CLS, Page 4

See FOLDS, Page 4

ELSANOUSI

BEN FOLDS

Following 
CHQ Assembly 

debut, Folds 
brings show to 

Amp

FOR REAL.

ILLUSTRATION BY DREW FOLLMER / DESIGN EDITOR
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N E W S

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended 
to provide space for announcements from Institution-
related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured 
that day in a story, it should not be repeated in Briefly. 
Submit information to Hal Stein in the Daily’s editorial 
office. Please provide name of organization, time and place 
of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

Heritage Lecture Series news
At 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy, Ralph Walton 
presents the first installment of the 2022 Oliver Archives 
Center’s Heritage Lecture Series. His presentation is titled 
“Covert Adventures on the Chautauqua/Soviet Exchange.”

Chautauqua Cinema news
In the first Meet the Filmmaker event of the 2022 season, 
“The Automat” director Lisa Hurtwitz will be on hand for 
Q-and-A sessions after screenings of her documentary 
film at 2 p.m. today, 5 p.m. Wednesday, and 6 p.m. Thurs-
day at Chautauqua Cinema. “The Automat” features a 
cast that includes Mel Brooks, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Col-
in Powell and Elliott Gould as they relive the phenomena 
of America’s original and most beloved restaurant chain.
 
AAHH speaker reception
African American Heritage House will be having a speak-
er reception at 3:30 p.m. today at 38 Clark with Aaron 
Williams, the former director of the Peace Corps and in-
ternational development expert.

Plaza Market soft opening
The Plaza Market, located in the Colonnade commerce 
court, is now open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, featuring 
a new, expanded inventory of gourmet brands along with 
convenience items. All sales are currently cash only; credit 
and debit card payments will be available later this week. 
An M&T ATM is availalbe in the first-floor Colonnade lobby.

Smith Memorial Library news
All children and their families are invited to Children’s 
Story Time at 10:45 a.m. today on Bestor Plaza. Rain loca-
tion is inside the Smith.
 
Science Circle news
At 9:15 a.m. Wednesday in the Hurlbut Sanctuary, the 
Science Circle hosts a presentation by CBS meteorolo-
gist Kaitlyn McGrath, who will discuss realities of climate 
change and how it will continue to impact our daily lives. 
It is cosponsored by the Chautauqua Institution’s Climate 
Change Initiative. If you cannot attend physically, please 
request a Zoom link by email to ScienceTalksCHQ@gmail.
com.
 
Softball League women’s pick-up game & kick off 
Women’s pick-up game begins at 5 p.m. today at Sharpe 
Field. Extra gloves are available. Contact carriezachry@
gmail.com for more information.

Informal Critiques
At 1:15 p.m. today in the Literary Arts Center at Alum-
ni Hall, writers are welcome to bring one page of their 
writing for feedback. The feedback sessions will be in the 
Poetry Room on the second floor of Alumni Hall. 

Reception with Friends 
Anyone interested in writing is invited to share light re-
freshments and friendly conversation with the Friends 
of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center at 4 p.m. Wednesday 
on the porch of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 
Please RSVP at friendsofthewriterscenter@gmail.com so 
we have an idea of how many people to expect.

Properties for Sale Open House
Looking to buy? Stop by the Visitors Center (in the Post 
Office building) to pick up the list of properties that are 
hosting an open house today.

Tennis Center Dawn Patrol
Tennis Center Dawn Patrol is from 7 to 9 a.m. weekdays. Ev-
eryone is welcome. No reservations needed — just show up.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Chautauqua Women’s Club hosts duplicate bridge 
from 12:45 to 4 p.m. today at the CWC House. 

Contemporary Issues Dialogues with Nikolas K. Gvosdev 
is at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday at the CWC House. Chautauqua 
Speaks, featuring Michael I. Rudell Director of Literary 
Arts Sony Ton-Aime and Smith Memorial Library Director 
Scott Ekstrom, is at 9:15 a.m. Thursday at the CWC House.

Knowledge Production & Foreign Policy
Ann Wainscott, assistant professor of political science at 
Miami University of Ohio, will lead a special program at 
12:30 p.m. Wednesday at Smith Wilkes Hall titled “Knowl-
edge Production and Foreign Policy.”

Piano Program news
A piano masterclass with students in the School of Music 
Piano Program and Piano Program co-chairs Nikki Melville 
and John Milbauer is at 2 p.m. today in the Sherwood Marsh 
Piano Studio. Masks are required for audience members.

NOW Generation Welcome Reception
Chautauquans age 21 to 40 are invited to the Annual NOW 
Generation Welcome Reception from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday at Girls’ Club. Meet some of the NOW Gen Advisory 
Council members, along with special guests Chautauqua 
Institution President Michael E. Hill, Lake Project Manager 
Toby Shepherd and Director of Youth and Family Programs 
Alyssa Porter. Drinks and hors d’oeuvres will be served. 
RSVP by today at rsvp@chq.org or 716-357-6404.

VA N  C L I B U R N  G O L D  M E D A L I S T  KO B R I N  T O  G I V E  R E C I TA L

MHARI SHAW  / DAILY FILE PHOTO

On Instagram: 
@chqdaily

SARAH YENESEL  / DAILY FILE PHOTO

Above, Alexander Kobrin 
works with a Piano Program 
student during a 2019 master-
class in the Sherwood-Marsh 
Studios. Left, Kobrin performs 
July 19, 2019, in the Amphi-
theater. Kobrin, a Van Cliburn 
gold medalist and guest piano 
faculty member, will perform 
works by Schubert, Brahms, 
Chopin, and Rachmaninoff’s 
virtuosic masterwork, “Varia-
tions on a Theme of Corelli,” 
during a guest faculty recital 
at 4 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall. Masks are re-
quired.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Weddings at Chautauqua 
A perfect setting for a  
beautiful wedding is the 
Athenaeum Hotel  
at Chautauqua Institution.

For more information, call our 
Wedding and Events Specialist 
directly at 716.357.6389 or  
email weddings@chq.org

•  Full wedding  
venue services

•  Event  
consultation

•  Group  
room rates

•  Elegant cuisine

Photo: Rob Sigler
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Chautauquans enjoy their 
music and are dedicated to 
those who create it.

They proved this in 2021 
when around a dozen people 
stood outside Fletcher Music 
Hall just to catch snippets of 
the School of Music’s Voice 
Program Sing-In. At the 
time, it was only open to fac-
ulty members and students.

In 2022, the Sing-In will 
be open to public audiences  
— masks required — at 1 p.m. 
today in Fletcher.

Having Chautauquans re-
turn to Fletcher is a cause 
for joy, but above all, the 
event remains about the stu-
dents, who now comprise the 
Chautauqua Opera Conser-
vatory under the supervision 
of Director Marlena Malas.

“The Sing-In is where 
each singer introduces 
themselves, not just to Chau-
tauqua but to the faculty, to 
each other,” said Sarah Mali-
noski-Umberger, manager of 
the Chautauqua Schools of 
Performing and Visual Arts.

In past years, the School 
of Music held in-person au-
ditions in New York, Chicago, 

and San Francisco as some 
of the music faculty reside in 
those cities. Auditions for the 
2022 season took place virtu-
ally. The Sing-In allows some 
of the faculty to hear the stu-
dents in person, perhaps for 
the first time.

Around 200 students au-
ditioned for the Opera Con-
servatory in October 2021, 
with 41 selected to join for 
the 2022 season. Donna Gill, 
head coach and schedul-
ing coordinator for the Op-
era Conservatory, said they 
have not heard some of the 
singers since the auditions.

This afternoon provides 
students with the opportu-
nity for a fresh first impres-
sion, which will have an im-
pact on their season.

“This one’s very serious,” 
Malinoski-Umberger said, 
due to the fact the Opera 
Conservatory assigns the 
smaller roles in their pro-
ductions based on how the 
singers perform.

The Sing-In kicks off the 
Opera Conservatory’s sea-
son, which includes recitals 
and performances of Don 
Giovanni, The Cunning Little 
Vixen and The Secret Garden. 

On July 30, to wrap up Week 
Five’s theme “The Vote and 
Democracy,” as well as the 
2022 opera festival, the Chau-
tauqua Opera Company & 

Conservatory are collaborat-
ing to perform The Mother of 
Us All, which follows Susan B. 
Anthony’s activity in the suf-
frage movement.

The move to combining 
resources between Chautau-
qua Opera Company and the 
Voice Program was heavi-
ly discussed before it finally 

came to fruition this season.
“Now that they’re all 

one,” Malinoski-Umberg-
er said, “it just feels like  
it’s stronger.”

ELLEN E. MINTZER
STAFF WRITER

Doug Berky readily admits 
that he has a short atten-
tion span.

The physical theater art-
ist has a dizzying array of 
skills — from mask-making 
to unicycle-riding — and in-
fluences, from famous mime 
Marcel Marceau to his re-
silient mother. Berky will 
give two Family Entertain-
ment Series performances 
at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. today in 
Smith Wilkes Hall. When he 
was learning the tricks of 

the trade at the Dell’Arte In-
ternational School of Physi-
cal Theatre, he was exposed 
to a wide range of intriguing 
practices, such as juggling 
and clowning, and he was 
inspired to learn a variety 
of skills rather than zeroing 
in on one specialty.

“I’ve found sort of a tool-
box that I can use to enter-
tain people, and I draw from 
the different tools to inter-
est them,” Berky said.

The piece he is bringing 
to Chautauqua, titled “No 
Show,” displays many of 

those tools. It’s just one of 
the shows that he has per-
sonally devised from the 
ground up. Berky was orig-
inally following the variety 
show format, but he decid-
ed he ought to develop a 
show with a story.

The premise of Berky’s 
“No Show” is that an audi-
ence gathers to see a show, 
with props and costumes 
ready and waiting, but the 
performers don’t show up. 
Berky, masquerading as an 
audience member, goes up 
on stage and begins explor-

ing the onstage elements, like 
unicycles and a sousaphone. 
False starts and pratfalls 
abound. The piece relies on 
Berky’s improvisation skills 
and invites the audience to 
participate, resulting in dif-
ferent outcomes every time.

“The show is improvisa-
tional in the sense that with 
each audience, how it de-
velops and how long it goes 
really depends on how in-
volved the audience gets,” 
Berky said. “So it’s really a 
show of discovery for me, 
and for them.”

Berky has traveled the 
country and the world with 
his act, performing and 
teaching in Oregon, South 
Carolina, Cuba and Den-
mark, to name a few. He 
appreciates that audiences 
connect with certain aspects 
of his repertoire regardless 
of geographical location.

“Because my work is so vi-
sual, I can go to places that 
I don’t have language for, 
and the humor transcends 
our cultures,” Berky said. 
“There’s some humor that is 
cultural, but there’s a good 
core of physical humor that 
is universal.”  

Although some of Berky’s 
acts are geared toward 
adults, like the Leo Tolstoy 
short story-inspired show he 
created during the pandemic, 
he has a special place in his 
heart for family audiences.

“There are different lev-
els of humor, where the 
kids see things that the  
parents don’t, and the par-
ents see things that the kids 

Theater artist Berky to bring dizzying array of skills to Smith Wilkes

Coming back stronger: Voice students welcome in year with Sing-In

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

SOCIAL 
MEDIA
Keep up with the 2022 
season at The Chautauquan 
Daily in words, photos, 
audio and video through our 
social platforms. 

/chqdaily

@chqdaily

@chqdaily

Add your posts to the 
conversion using #CHQ.

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Voice Program students perform at last summer’s Sing-In on June 21, 2021, in Fletcher Music Hall. That year, the program was closed to 
the public; this year’s Sing-In of the Opera Conservatory students is at 1 p.m. today in Fletcher, and is again open to all.

don’t,” Berky said. “That 
is something that families 
share together, and they’re 
able to discover things dif-
ferently.” 

DOUG BERKY
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Alongside our books, 
we also carry a 
wide selection of CHQ­
themed clothing and 
souvenirs. There are 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, 
stationery, umbrellas, 
magnets, stickers, etc. 

CHQ Pop Socket 
Available Now 
$9.95 

Open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday thru Thursday, 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday & Sunday. 

chautauquabookstore.com 716.357.2151 
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ELSANOUSI
FROM PAGE 1

“(Faith leaders) are the ones 
that are credible,” Elsanou-
si said. “When communities 
have some problems, they 
come to the faith  leaders, so 
that’s why they have a critical 
role to play in peacemaking.”

Elsanousi has over 20 
years of experience in build-
ing interreligious under-
standing, and he works to 
use religious texts, beliefs 
and spirituality to advance 

peaceful coexistence and 
collaboration. 

He said he also plans on 
bringing a personal ele-
ment to his lecture.

“We’re also going to talk 
about my own personal 
story as an immigrant to 
the United States,” Elsa-
nousi said. 

He will examine America 
as a pluralistic society that 
provides opportunities for 
advancement. 

He will then speak about 
the work at the Network for 
Religious and Traditional 

Peacemakers “in basical-
ly engaging religious ac-
tors, providing rooms for 
religious actors to engage 
policymakers around the 
world in terms of advanc-
ing the common good.”

Foreign policy tends to 
follow religion in separat-
ing men and women, so 
Elsanousi said he and his 
colleagues came up with 
a way to engage religions 
across genders, to impart 
that there is “room here to 
engage religions, religious 
leadership. There is a room 

to do that, and that will 
reflect politically, reflect 
positivity, in our policy.”

The task force’s work was 
accepted in 2011, and a reli-
gious and global affairs de-
partment was created as a 
result. Elsanousi said that the 
team was given the charge to 
define “how religion actually 
could play a positive role in 
our foreign policy.”

This was an opportunity 
Elsanousi felt grateful for. 

“It was an amazing expe-
rience being part of the task 
force (and working with) re-

ligion, and politics, and for-
eign policy,” Elsanousi said. 

He went on to say that 
there is no other way to 
peacefully live together 
without having mechanisms 
for navigating deadlock and 
fostering understanding.

“There were some 
bumps in the road, but we 
overcame those challeng-
es,” Elsanousi said. “We 
have a lot of things in our 
own traditions and texts 
that we need to lift up. We 
need to bring it up.”

“It may be currently the 
most powerful, and with 
the most successful econ-
omy, but we are very con-
scious that, just 10 years 
ago, we were the sick man 
of Europe, and what goes 
around, comes around.”

A lot has changed since 
that lecture in 2015, and 
in summer 2022, Stelzen-
müller has again pivoted. 

Matt Ewalt, vice presi-
dent and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Educa-
tion, noted that Stelzen-
müller was among the first 
speakers invited for the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
Week One theme: “What 
Should be America’s Role in 
the World?” 

“(Stelzenmüller’s) lec-
ture in 2015, during our 

week on ‘Redefining Eu-
rope,’ remains one of the 
most buzzed-about talks 
on geopolitics in Chautau-
qua’s recent history,” Ewalt 
said. “As we thought about 
our 2022 season, and the 
excitement about recon-
vening as a community in 
conversation, her name 
was one at the top of our 
list of speakers we wanted 
back in the Amphitheater.”

The invitation to speak 
in 2022 came the same 
month as Germany’s elec-
tion, in which Olaf Scholz 
emerged as the winner to 
replace longtime chancel-
lor Angela Merkel. 

The thought, Ewalt said, 
was to have Stelzenmüller 
— who is the first Fritz 
Stern Chair on Germany 
and trans-Atlantic Rela-
tions in the Center on the 
United States and Europe 

at Brookings Institution 
— examine what Scholz’s 
election, and Merkel’s de-
parture, would mean for 
the EU and for the Biden 
Administration. 

Stelzenmüller would 
also offer insights on how 
Germany defines its role as 
the anchor economy in the 
region. 

And then Russia invaded 
Ukraine. 

So, Stelzenmüller took 
a different approach. She’ll 
deliver her morning lec-
ture, now titled “Putin’s 
War: What it Means for 
America’s Role in Europe 
and the World,” at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

An expert on German, 
European, and trans-At-
lantic foreign and security 

policy and strategy, Stel-
zenmüller has held sever-
al positions at Brookings, 
including senior fellow in 
the Center on the United 
States and Europe, and the 
inaugural Robert Bosch Se-
nior Fellow. 

At the Library of Con-
gress, she served as Henry 
A. Kissinger Chair on For-
eign Policy and Interna-
tional Relations, and was 
senior trans-Atlantic fellow 
with the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States.

A prolific writer in both 
German and English, Stel-
zenmüller has been pub-
lished in Foreign Affairs, 
Internationale Politik, the 
Financial Times, the Inter-
national New York Times 
and Süddeutsche Zeitung, 

among others. In April 2022, 
two months after Russia in-
vaded Ukraine, she wrote for 
the Financial Times arguing 
that the German govern-
ment hesitated to provide 
military support to Ukraine, 
drawing ire from allies — and 
highlighting weaknesses of 
the Social Democratic Party. 
She likened it to a “merciless 
war … being waged in the 
middle of Europe — on Ger-
many’s ruling Social Demo-
cratic Party. That, at least, 
is what a casual observer of 
German politics might con-
clude.”

In 2015, Stelzenmüller 
shared with her Amp au-
dience that, when it comes 
to military engagements, 
Germany was perhaps most 
cautious with Russia. In her 

April Financial Times piece, 
she called Germany’s poli-
cy on Russia “self-serving,” 
and Germany’s energy de-
pendence on Russia “part 
willfully naïve, part deeply 
corrupt.” Both found sup-
porters across the German 
government, she wrote, 
which “emboldened the 
Kremlin, and … enabled 
Vladimir Putin’s war.”

But most urgently, Stel-
zenmüller wrote, Scholz 
needs “a proper national se-
curity staff that can advise 
and assist the head of gov-
ernment to weather an age 
of continual disruptions.”

“It matters all the more,” 
she wrote, “because Ger-
many has a special respon-
sibility to put a stop to the 
evil unleashed by Putin.”

CLS
FROM PAGE 1

Folds’ work with various 
orchestras, including the 
Pittsburgh Symphony, has 
been recognized in media 
outlets following the first 
two stops on his tour.

“We need the sympho-
ny orchestra more than 

they need us,” Folds said 
to his Pittsburgh audience 
just last week, according 
to TribLive. “That’s why 
I’ve done (symphony per-
formances) for the last 15 
years. Beyond that, you 
happen to have one of the 
best symphony orchestras 
in the world.”

Savia said she accredits 
Folds in having the “full com-
plement of artistic offerings.”

“It’s really fitting now … 
that he should be one of 
the very first artists on our 
Amp stage this summer,” 
Savia said.

Folds is also regarded as 
a “champion for arts edu-
cation and music therapy 
funding” according to the 
Kennedy Center.  

FOLDS
FROM PAGE 1

F R O M  P A G E  O N E

“He’s a real renaissance 
man, I think the same 
reason our audiences 
are drawn to our themes 
and to our four pillars is 
a sense of deep curiosity 
and leading a full and 
rich, intellectual life, and 
I think Ben Folds is the 
perfect example of that.”

—LAURA SAVIA
Vice president, 

Performing and Visual Arts

It matters all the more, because Germany has a special responsibility to put a stop to the evil unleashed by Putin.”
— CONSTANZE STELZENMÜLLER 

Fritz Stern Chair on Germany and trans-Atlantic Relations, 
Brookings Institution

We have a lot of things 
in our own traditions and 
texts that we need to lift 
up. We need to bring it 
up.”

— MOHAMED ELSANOUSI
Executive director, 

Network for Religious and 
Traditional Peacemakers

Follow the 
2022 Daily 
staff as we 
document 
our season on Instagram:
@chqdaily

THE CHQ DAILY



ELLEN E. MINTZER 
STAFF WRITER

When journalist and politi-
cal commentator Fareed Za-
karia joined ABC News’ “This 
Week with George Steph-
anopoulos” as an analyst in 
2002, he often clashed with 
conservative commentator 
George Will. Despite their 
differences, the two men 
grew to be friends. When 
Zakaria began taking public 
speaking engagements, Will 
had succinct advice for him.

“He said to me, ‘Well, 
young man, make sure you 
have a point,’ ” Zakaria said.

Zakaria returned for his 
third appearance at Chau-
tauqua and took the Amphi-
theater stage at 10:45 a.m. 
Monday, kicking off Week 
One’s theme: “What Should 
be America’s Role in the 
World?” Zakaria made the 
point that President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s vision of 
world unity facilitated Amer-
ica’s political and econom-
ic strength throughout the 
20th century, and that the 
vision should serve as a guid-
ing framework for the pres-
ent day, and going forward. 

Zakaria has ample ex-
pertise in domestic and in-
ternational politics. He is a 
New York Times bestselling 
author, a columnist for The 
Washington Post and the 
host of the CNN program 
“Fareed Zakaria GPS.”

Zakaria noted the cur-
rent chaos of the world, 
from the lingering pan-
demic, to Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, to ongoing con-
flicts in the Middle East.

“​​Is there some sense in 
which we can understand 
where we are in a type of 
narrative trajectory?” Za-
karia asked. “And I think 
there is. I think we are at a 
transformational moment 
for an international system 
that can probably best be 
described as ‘the American 
System’ because it was built 
by the United States.”

In order to understand 
our current moment, Zakaria 
traced the contours of global 
politics and economics over 
the past 80 years. He noted 
that the post-World War II 
world, with global organi-
zations such as the United 
Nations and the World Bank, 
was a product of Roosevelt’s 
singular vision.

“(Roosevelt) created 
something that was aspira-
tional, but also practical, that 
would actually work,” he said.

Roosevelt’s world featured 
cooperation, even between 
ostensible enemies. When 
the Soviet Union and the 
United States were locked 

in a political stalemate, they 
were still able to cooperate 
on other matters. The two 
countries, through various 
U.N. agencies, united to help 
vaccinate the world against 
smallpox in 1958.

The Soviet Union, never-
theless, created a political 
snag. Zakaria analyzed the fall 
of the Soviet Union to identi-
fy multiple areas of massive 
growth in the global econo-
my, in connectivity and com-
munication with the arrival of 
the internet, and in democra-
cy. Nations across the world, 
from Eastern Europe to Af-
rica, adopted democratic 
methods of government. Za-
karia referred to a 1989 article 
titled “The End of History?” 
by Francis Fukuyama.

“The point of the arti-
cle was that it did seem as 
though human beings had 
arrived at the final destina-
tion of the historical pro-
cess by which they tried to 
figure out what is the best 
form of government,” Za-
karia said. “And everybody 
in the world seemed to be 
saying, ‘I guess we all want 
to be liberal democracies.’ ”

But change was coming: 
conflict that would turn the 
thriving economic world on 
its head.

“The world never stands 
still,” Zakaria said.

America’s global domi-
nance took two hits in the 
first decade of the new mil-
lennium, he said. The 9/11 
terrorist attacks disproved 
the theory that the American 
way was the end of history 
because it revealed voices of 
dissent. And the 2008 finan-
cial crisis undermined the 
world’s confidence in Ameri-
ca’s economic system.

The COVID crisis, and 
the U.S. government’s re-
sponse, Zakaria said, further 
chipped away at America’s 
legitimacy in the world’s 
eyes. It also exacerbated 
the political divisions in the 
United States.

“COVID represents some-
thing much broader, which 
is the rising polarization in 
America, and polarization of 
a quality and character that 
is so sharp, so divided, so 
bitter that it seems difficult 
to imagine any national pur-
pose, any national unity, any 
national project,” he said.

Meanwhile, as the 21st 
century has brought multi-
ple crises to bear on Amer-
ica, China has undergone 
massive economic growth, 
and Russia has been steadily 
building political power un-
der President Vladimir Putin.

“Now you have not just 
the erosion of American 

power, but competitors to 
that power,” Zakaria said.

To conclude, Zakaria re-
turned to the question that 
frames Week One’s morning 
lectures, and to his convic-
tion that Roosevelt’s vision 
of the world laid the ground-
work for the success and 
growth of the 20th century. 

Zakaria said that Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine is both 
an aberration and an oppor-
tunity for the world to re-
align itself around the values 
of a rule-based international 
order. In order to take ad-
vantage of that opportunity, 
the world’s most powerful 
nations need strong and col-
laborative leadership, and 
Zakaria thinks the United 
States can lead the charge.

“​​It will require great 
leadership from the United 
States, because it’s a very dif-
ferent kind of leadership,” Za-
karia said. “It’s leadership that 
is more conceptual and more 
cooperative.”
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JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Fareed Zakaria, host of CNN’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS,” opens the 2022 Chautauqua Lecture Series by discussing geopolitics and international affairs Monday in the Amphitheater.

CNN’s Zakaria explores FDR’s vision of a united world

Zakaria was the opening lecture of Week One, themed “What Should be America’s Role in the World?”

Now you have not just 
the erosion of American 
power, but competitors 
to that power.”

—FAREED ZAKARIA
Host, 

CNN’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS”



“T   here are decisive moments in life and faith 
when we learn to be brave and we know we 
must go and walk toward our destiny,” said 
the Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde at the 9:15 

a.m. Monday ecumenical worship service in the Amphi-
theater. Her sermon title was “Deciding to Go,” and the 
scripture texts were Genesis 12:1-4 and Mark 1:16-20.

There are many coming-of-age stories. Some of them 
are responses to situations beyond the control of the pro-
tagonist, like Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz, or Frodo in The 
Lord of the Rings.

Sometimes they are stories of liberation, like the Harry 
Potter series when Harry is liberated from 4 Privet Drive 
and finds his true self and powers at Hogwarts.

“We see ourselves in stories like these, what Joseph 
Campbell called the hero’s journey,” Budde said. “The expe-
rience marks us, and there is so much at stake. Like fledg-
ling birds, often we don’t know we have wings until we are 
pushed out of the nest.”

Budde shared part of her life story; she was 17 when her 
family life fell apart. They were living in Colorado when 
her father told her he was leaving her stepmother. He said 
Budde could go with him, but she did not want to go with 
him alone. 

Her stepmother thought Budde would stay with her, but 
when she said no, her stepmother told her to immediately 
move out. 

“I knew where I had to go: to my mother in New Jersey,” 
Budde said. 

The custody battle between her parents had been messy, 
and Budde was a part of the mess. 

“I wanted a normal family, and I thought I would get 
that with my father, stepmother and new baby brother,” 
she said.

Budde had created an alternative family in Colorado 
with her friends. They were Christians and attended Young 
Life at their music teacher’s home. She got into a Christian 
touring choir, and, in school, she joined the choirs and had 
a role in the school musical.

Her mother had stayed in touch, and when her actual 
family collapsed, “I would have given anything to stay, but I 
felt the weight to go,” she said. “Yet, it felt more like obedi-
ence, not to an ordinary authority.”  

The pastor of the fundamentalist church she attended 
— and whose family she temporarily lived with after her 
stepmother turned her out — told her she would backslide 
into sin because her mother was an Episcopalian.

“I heard or sensed the voice of God speaking to my 
heart. Refusing that inner voice was not an option,” she 
said. “I learned what Eleanor Roosevelt called courage — 
doing what you think you cannot do.”

“I went to New Jersey, and who I am is because I was 
given or found the courage to go. I found a loving parent, 
grace, and a generous Christianity, knowing, trusting the 
voice of God,” Budde said. “It took years for the wounds to 
heal. Every decision has consequences, and my life depend-
ed on steps to a future I could not see.”

Every tradition has these stories, and human history 
changes when those who are called to walk toward the un-

known go. In Genesis, God called Abram to go, and he went. 
“Abram did not argue with God. God promised this old 

man children, and Sarai laughed,” Budde said. “As author 
Bruce Feiler says, Abram not only believes in God, he be-
lieves God. Both Abram and Sarai make dreadful decisions, 
but their failings never negate God’s promise.”

The story in Mark of Jesus calling the disciples has 
been called the first miracle story by theologian Barbara 
Brown Taylor. 

“Jesus approached the fisherman and said, ‘Come, fol-
low me,’ and they said, ‘OK.’ Jesus needed disciples, and 
God provided them,” Budde said. “This is a template for 
the first step to go. Heroes have 1,000 faces, and one of 
them is yours.”

Many people choose not to go. For them it is too hard to 
leave and become the person on the other side of the journey. 

“There are many times in our lives when we say yes,” 
Budde said. “In adolescence or young adulthood, the expe-
rience becomes our personal template, and when the time 
comes around again, we recognize it.”

When she was a young priest, Budde had a conversation 
with the diocesan camp director who was leaving his po-
sition to become a counselor for adolescent felons. He said 
to Budde, “I feel like I have been preparing my whole life for 
this job.”

Budde’s heart leapt.
“I knew I could not leapfrog over the hard years,” Budde 

said, “but by grace, integration and preparation, I could.”
Theologian Howard Thurman answered an invitation to 

San Francisco in 1943 to found a new, interracial, Christian 

community. He felt that this was the opportunity toward 
which his life was leading. Thurman was frustrated with 
the inability of American Christianity to confront racism.

“He understood the difference between the genius of 
Jesus and American Christianity, and this was a chance for 
him to create the church he envisioned that was worthy of 
Jesus,” Budde said.

Thurman wrote Jesus and the Disinherited from his ex-
perience. In 1953, he moved to Boston University, where he 
encountered Martin Luther King Jr. and became a spiritual 
inspiration to King. 

Whether you feel the call to go for the first or the thou-
sandth time, fear has to give way to courage; excitement 
comes in the preparation, and the cost of the call confirms 
its validity. 

“Clarity comes as a gift. Thanks to the psychic im-
print of the template, scripture and life, when the heroic 
journey presents itself, we recognize it,” Budde told the 
congregation. “If it is your time, feel blessed and pro-
tected in your going, and give your blessing to those who 
are wanting to go.”

The Rev. Natalie Hanson, interim senior pastor for Chau-
tauqua, presided. The Rev. George Wirth, retired senior pas-
tor of First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, read the scripture. 
The prelude was “Folk Tune,” by Percy Whitlock, played by 
Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and holder of the 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organ. The Motet Choir sang 
“Dear Lord and Father,” to the tune “Galilee,” by C. Hubert 
Parry, with words by John Greenleaf Whittier. The choir 
was directed by Stafford and accompanied by Nicholas Sti-
gall, organ scholar. Stafford played “Paean,” by Percy Whit-
lock, for the postlude. This week’s services are supported by 
the Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund.
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Baptist House 
All are welcome to attend 
the 3:15 p.m. social hour to-
day at the Baptist House. 
Friends of Baptist House 
from North East, Pennsylva-
nia, provide hospitality. 

Blessing and Healing 
Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 to 
10:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Randell Chapel of the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters located on Odland Pla-
za. All are welcome.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd. All are invited to at-
tend the 3:15 p.m. social hour 
today at the Catholic House. 

Chabad Jewish House
Zalman Vilenkin presents 
“Maimonides’s Top Ten” 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. today 
in Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and via Zoom. These 
discussions explore the 
meaning and application of 
the Ten Commandments.

Rabbi Vilenkin leads a 
class, “Everyday Ethics,” from 
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Wednesday 
at the ZCJH. These discus-
sions will focus on everyday 
ethical issues and use the 
Talmud and other Jewish 
sources as its guide.

To log into classes via 
Zoom, visit www.cocweb.org. 

All Chautauquans are 
welcome at our services. No 
membership, background or 
affiliation required.

To order Kosher food 
for purchase, visit www.
cocweb.org. 

Chautauqua Dialogue
Chautauqua Dialogues pro-
vides an opportunity for 
Chautauquans to have mean-
ingful engagement and con-
versation within the context 

of the Chautauqua weekly 
theme in an informal and 
small group setting that is led 
by a trained facilitator. Four-
teen sessions will be offered 
every week this season host-
ed by denominational houses, 
the African American Heri-
tage House, Hurlbut Church 
and the Women’s Club. The 
schedule will appear in the 
Daily Wednesday through 
Saturday. CHQ Dialogues 
is led by Roger Doebke and 
Lynn Stahl. 

Chautauqua Prays 
for Peace Through 
Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering which 
takes place from 8:55 to 9 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove. The all-faith prayer is 
led by a different denomina-
tion each week, and prayer 
handouts are distributed dai-
ly. All are welcome.

Christian Science House 
The social hour is at 3 p.m. 
today on the porch.

The Wednesday evening 
testimony meeting will be 7 
p.m. Wednesday in the Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd. Read-
ing of selections from the Bi-
ble and the Christian Science 
textbook, Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures, is 
followed by testimonials of 
how the study of Christian 
Science has helped people in 
their everyday lives.

The Reading Room is 
open to everyone 24/7 for 
reflection and prayer. Start-
ing Monday, the Bible lesson, 
“God,” may be read along-
side current and archived 
copies of Christian Science 
periodicals, including The 
Christian Science Monitor, 
and other digital church-
based resources. 

ECOC
The Ecumenical Commu-
nity of Chautauqua invites 
you to enjoy lemonade and 

homemade cookies at 3:15 
p.m. today in front of our 
historic buildings, imme-
diately to the left of the 
Amphitheater stage. While 
mingling with our staff 
and guests you can learn 
about our mission of pro-
viding affordable housing 
in Chautauqua for people 
of all faiths.  

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrated 
at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
chapel. 

Episcopal Cottage
Meet the Rev. G. Hendree 
Harrison Jr. and his wife 
Kristin at the 3:15 p.m. so-
cial hour today at the Epis-
copal Cottage.

Harrison will lead a brief 
Bible study at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday on the porch of 
the cottage. All are welcome. 

Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
Amy Spitalnick, executive 
director of Integrity First 
for America, discusses “The 
Normalization of Extrem-
ism: Charlottesville to Jan-
uary 6, Buffalo, and Beyond” 
at the 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Brown Bag today at the Ev-
erett Jewish Life Center. 

The Jewish Film Se-
ries will screen a repeat of 
“Here We Are” at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the EJLCC. 

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food 
items for the Ashville Food 
Pantry. Donations may be 

dropped off any time at the 
Scott entrance of Hurlbut 
Church.

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry 
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone’s invited. The 
church serves lunch from 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days. All lunches are served 
with a beverage and a fresh-
ly-baked cookie for $10. 
Meals are eat-in or takeout.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons 
The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and medita-
tion from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
daily. Please stop in and 
sign the register.

The Learn & Discern in-
ternship program has begun 
with the arrival of the five 
summer interns. Please wel-
come them and make them 
feel the love of Chautauqua.

Labyrinth
Chautauquans and friends 
can learn about and walk 
the labyrinth during the 
2022 season. Norma and 
Wally Rees lead a Depart-
ment of Religion-wspon-
sored orientation at 6:30 
p.m. today, rain or shine. 
A brief history of the laby-
rinth, uses of the labyrinth 
and an invitation to walk 
the labyrinth are conclud-
ed in time to attend the 
evening’s Amphitheater 
program. The Chautauqua 
Labyrinth, which is open 
at any time, is located next 
to Turner Community Cen-
ter. It is accessible through 

the Turner building, or 
through the Turner park-
ing lot, if arriving via Route 
394. Bus and tram services 
are available to Turner. Re-
member your gate pass. For 
more information call Nor-
ma Rees at 716-237-0327. 

Lutheran House
At 3:15 p.m. today stop by for 
the Lutheran House social. 
Members of Lamb of God 
Lutheran Church in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, will provide 
punch and cookies. 

Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation
Bhante Chipamong Chow-
dhury leads Theravada 
Buddhism meditation from 
7:45 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays 
in the Presbyterian House 
sanctuary.

Chowdhury leads a Ther-
avada Buddhism and mind-
fulness meditation seminar 
from 12:30 to 1:55 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Missions.

Kim Hehr will lead a gong 
meditation from 4:45 to 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday in the Hurl-
but sanctuary.  

Presbyterian House 
Presbyterian House invites all 
Chautauquans for coffee on 
the porch between the week-
day morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture. Coffee, tea, 
hot chocolate and lemon-
ade are available. The house 
porch overlooking the Am-
phitheater provides a good 
place to find old friends and 
make new ones.

All are invited to the Pres-
byterian House for Popsicles 
on the Porch at 3:15 p.m. to-
day. This kid-friendly event 
is for the young at heart of 
all ages and is a great place 
to be “cool” with popsicles 
and fellowship.  

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) 
Join us for a social hour at 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Quaker House, located at 
28 Ames. 

Kriss Miller, host and 
Friend-in-residence, leads 
“Mindfulness & Mending” 
at 5 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Quaker House. 

Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Chautauqua
Our social hour is from 3:15 
to 4:15 p.m. today on the 
back patio of the UU de-
nominational house at 6 
Bliss. All are welcome to en-
joy light refreshments and 
lively conversation. In case 
of inclement weather, the 
social hour is canceled. 

United Church of Christ 
The Rev. Katie Forer shares 
her unique faith journey 
and leads conversation at 
the 3:15 p.m. open house to-
day at the UCC Headquar-
ters on Pratt. Refreshments 
will be served.  

United Methodist 
The chaplain’s chat, “Re-
demptive Themes in Movies 
and Television,” is at noon 
today on our porch. Join us 
with a take-out lunch from 
Hurlbut Church, or bring 
your own. 

The social hour follows at 
2:30 p.m. on the porch. 

The Rev. Paul Womack 
and Joe Lewis discuss a se-
lection from Psalms at 7 p.m. 
in our chapel.  

Unity of Chautauqua
The Rev. Therese Donlan Lee 
will present a Positive Path 
for Spiritual Living lecture 
titled “Acceptance, Acknowl-
edging, Allowing: Skills for 
Working with Change,” at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Turner Community Center. 
Bring a gate pass.

Unity holds a Daily Word 
meditation from 8 to 8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the Hall 
of Missions.

Women in Ministry
Women in Ministry will 
meet 12:15 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Hall of Missions for a 
Brown Bag. All are welcome.

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Say yes, Budde says, and let fear give way to courage 

Clarity comes as a gift. Thanks to the psychic imprint 
of the template, scripture and life, when the heroic 
journey presents itself, we recognize it. If it is your 
time, feel blessed and protected in your going, and 
give your blessing to those who are wanting to go.”

—RT. REV. MARIANN EDGAR BUDDE

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Washington, preaches Sunday in the Amphitheater. 
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Dance Theatre of Harlem is 
following through on its mis-
sion to make dance accessible 
to everyone with its program 
“Dancing in The Streets.” Chau-
tauquans should get ready to 
learn and let loose in this inter-
active dance performance. 

“ ‘Dancing in The Streets’ 
was formed to literally take 
dance to people,” said Derek 
Brockington, company artist 
and social media coordinator. 
“It’s to make it accessible, to 
get people moving who don’t 
normally move. They can ac-
tually grasp what it means 
to learn choreography, move 
your body, and to be around 
professional dancers.”

“Dancing in The Streets” 
comes after DTH’s evening 
performance Monday in the 
Amphitheater and allows 
Chautauquans to meet and 
dance with DTH artists. At 
12:15 p.m. today on Bestor 
Plaza, DTH will take to brick 
walks to perform ballet and 
promote social dancing. The 
rain site will be the Carnah-
an-Jackson Dance Studios. 

“It’s the perfect way to 
signal to first-time Chautau-
quans that dance is something 
we celebrate,” said Laura Sav-
ia, vice president of perform-
ing and visual arts. “It’s a way 
to affirm that for longtime 
Chautauquans.”

This event will be one of the 
first “Dancing in The Streets” 
events the company has con-
ducted since COVID-19. 

“The entire company 
goes out and we do a lit-
tle warm up with the au-
dience, and then we teach 
them steps from ‘Return,’ 
which is one by Robert Gar-
land, our resident choreog-
rapher,” Brockington said. 
“Then we’ll have a big soul 
train line that will just allow 
people to dance, have fun, 
let loose and then just feel 
comfortable but also learn 
some dancing.”

The DTH artists will 
teach the vocabulary and 
sequence of a section of “Re-
turn” that is set to “Super-
bad” by James Brown. 

“It’s just fun,” Brocking-
ton said. “It’s a nice way to 
get people to enjoy them-

selves, and I enjoy doing it.”
This event is for people of 

all ages and skill levels; the 
dance moves being taught 
can be adapted to any ability.

“The dancers have a great 
way of trying to adapt it for 
anyone who’s taking a class, 
because we’ll have little kids, 
teenagers and older people,” 
Brockington said. “We al-
ways try to make modifica-
tions available for those who 
need it. We want everyone to 
be able to enjoy this in what-
ever capacity they can.”

Savia thinks that this ex-
perience is uniquely Chau-
tauquan.

“Only in Chautauqua can 
you experience this world-
class dancing on a Monday 
night and then actually join 
the dancers the very next 
day in dance in the main 
public square,” Savia said.

Following Amp show, Dance Theatre of Harlem takes to Bestor Plaza

Only in Chautauqua can you experience this world-
class dancing on a Monday night and then actually 
join the dancers the very next day in dance in the 
main public square.” 

—LAURA SAVIA
Vice President, 

Performing and Visual Arts

Follow the 
2022 Daily 
staff as we 
document 
our season on Instagram:
@chqdaily

THE CHQ DAILY

chqdaily.com

DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM

TAKING IT TO THE STREETS
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TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

HAPPY ADNOTICES

The Cornelia Chason Mill-
er Memorial Fund provides 
funding for the 10:45 a.m. 
lecture today with Con-
stanze Stelzenmüller in  
the Amphitheater.

Cornelia Chason Miller 
was born in 1907 to Dr. Gor-
don Chason and Mary Kor-
negay Chason. Mary Kor-
negay Chason had a deep love 
and appreciation for educa-

tion and culture, so she and 
young Miller would journey 
from Bainbridge, Georgia, to 
Chautauqua Institution for 
summer sessions.

Since her early childhood, 
Miller seized every oppor-
tunity to learn. She traveled 
to many European coun-
tries and graduated from 
Ward-Belmont College and 
Cincinnati Conservatory. 

She had a beautiful voice and 
appeared in Broadway plays 
for five years, including Of 
Thee I Sing, George Gersh-
win’s first musical comedy to 
win a Pulitzer Prize. In 1933 
she married Herbert Miller, 
a prominent Georgia lawyer. 
They had a son, Dr. Gordon 
Miller, and a daughter, Mary 
Miller Beggerow.

Miller was very active as 

a charter member of her 
book club, choir and many 
other organizations. She 
loved gardening and be-
came an expert on camel-
lias. Her yard boasted more 
than 230 varieties that she 
planted from seedlings. She 
would be delighted to know 
this gift has been made 
so others can share in the 
Chautauqua experience.

The Watters family pro-
vides support for Ben Folds: 
In Actual Person Live for 
Real Tour at 8:15 p.m. to-
night in the Amphitheater.

Suzanne and Jeff Wat-
ters are longtime Chau-
tauquans who take full 
advantage of the Institu-
tion’s programming every 

summer. As members of 
the Bestor Society and sup-
porters of the Chautauqua 
Fund, they have sponsored 
many popular entertain-
ment concerts on the Am-
phitheater stage through 
the years.

Suzanne, who grew up 
in Buffalo, regularly visited 

the grounds on Sundays, 
and first brought Jeff, a 
Connecticut native, to the 
Institution in his early 20s. 

After relocating to the 
Pittsburgh area, they be-
gan visiting the Institution 
for short periods of time 
in the summers, eventual-
ly staying for longer peri-

ods and becoming proper-
ty owners. Now, they are 
dedicated Chautauquans of 
more than 20 years. 

Their commitment to 
philanthropy and the In-
stitution help bring enter-
tainment and enriching 
programming to thousands 
of visitors each year.

The Richard W. and Dorothy 
B. Comfort Religious Initia-
tives Fund supports the In-
terfaith Lecture at 2 p.m. to-
day with Mohamed Elsanousi 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

Richard “Dick” and Dor-
othy “Dottie” Comfort were 
longtime residents of Co-

lumbus, Ohio. Dick served in 
the U.S. Navy during World 
War II and later worked 
for Chase Manhattan Bank 
(now Chase Bank), the Bor-
den Dairy Company, and 
Successful Living Christian 
Books. He was a graduate of 
Williams College. Dottie was 

a graduate of Smith College 
and later Columbus School 
of Nursing. She worked as 
a float nurse in Columbus 
and actively volunteered 
for several organizations, 
including the Junior League 
of Columbus, the Buck-
eye Ranch and Nationwide 

Children’s Hospital. Dick 
and Dottie were married 
for 69 years, and were ac-
tive in St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Columbus and 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Delray, Florida. Dick and 
Dottie died in 2016 and 
2019, respectively.

Miller Fund provides for Stelzenmüller talk

Watters family funds Folds’ Amp performance

Comfort Fund supports Elsanousi lecture

Spitalnick to give EJLCC Brown Bag talk

Logan Fund supports Chautauqua Chamber Music

Boat Rentals. Power, Pontoon, 
Fishing Boats. Chautauqua 
Marina 716.753.3913. www.
ChautauquaMarina.com Fun in 
the Sun!

Amy Spitalnick is executive 
director of Integrity First 
for America, a civil rights 
nonprofit that spearhead-
ed the successful landmark 
lawsuit against the white 
supremacists responsible 
for the deadly 2017 Unite the 
Right rally in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia. At 12:30 p.m. 
today at the Everett Jewish 
Life Center, Spitalnick will 
give a Brown Bag lecture ti-
tled “The Normalization of 
Extremism: Charlottesville 
to January 6, Buffalo, and 
Beyond.”

Spitalnick’s Brown Bag 
will focus on how America 
is grappling with a crisis of 
violent extremism. There 

are flashpoints, like Charlot-
tesville, Pittsburgh, El Paso, 
the insurrection of Jan. 6, 
2021, and, most recently, the 
shooting at a Buffalo Tops 
Friendly Markets that left 10 
Black people dead. Spitalnick 
will explore how extremism 
is becoming normalized in 
politics and society; the Re-
placement Theory; attacks 
on our public health, elec-
tion, and education officials; 
and increasingly widespread 
disinformation and hate. 

Spitalnick has extensive 
experience in government, 
politics and advocacy, in-
cluding as communications 
director and senior policy 
adviser to the New York At-

torney General and com-
munications adviser and 
spokesperson for the New 
York City Mayor. She has 
also worked for a number 
of federal, state, and local 
officials, campaigns and ad-
vocacy organizations. A fre-
quent commentator in na-
tional media, she has been 
awarded a number of fellow-
ships and honors, including 
being named a Women in 
Power Fellow at the 92nd 
Street Y, a Truman National 
Security Project Fellow, and 
a City & State 40 Under 40 
Rising Star. She is a graduate 
of Tufts University.

Programming this week 
at the EJLCC continues with 

the Jewish Film Series and 
the 2020 movie “Here We 
Are.” The 94-minute film, 
in Hebrew with subtitles, 
will be shown at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at the EJLCC. 
“Here We Are,” from direc-
tor Nir Bergman, is a sto-
ry of the fatherly love of a 
divorcee who has stopped 
working to be the full time 
caregiver for his son who 
has autism. Facing mount-
ing pressure from his ex-
wife, the father must decide 
on letting go of his nearly 
adult son to move him to a 
residential care center. The 
movie garnered Israeli film 
nominations for best film 
and best actor.

The Kay Hardesty Logan 
Fund, which provides sup-
port for Chautauqua Cham-
ber Music, was created in 
2017 to honor the life and 
legacy of longtime Chautau-
qua music patron and sup-
porter Kay Hardesty Logan. 
During her life, Logan was an 
ardent supporter of cham-
ber music at Chautauqua. 

She believed that chamber 
music was an essential part 
of the musical offerings on 
the grounds, and her sup-
port ensured that Chautau-
quans of all ages were able 
to enjoy chamber music. The 
creation of this fund in her 
honor now assures the pres-
ence of chamber music at 
the Institution in perpetuity.

Logan attended Chau-
tauqua as a student in the 
1950s through a scholar-
ship. She studied flute at 
the Chautauqua School of 
Music and remarked that 
the opportunity to spend 
the summer at Chautauqua 
changed her life. She would 
go on to become the prin-
cipal flutist for the Colum-

bus Symphony Orchestra 
for 15 years. She regularly 
returned to Chautauqua 
for the rest of her life. She 
passed away in 2016. Her 
legacy at Chautauqua lives 
on through the various 
chamber music perfor-
mances that will be held 
on the grounds throughout 
the summer.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be submitted electronically, 
no more than 350 words and are subject to 
editing. Letters must include the writer’s signature 
including name, address and telephone number for 
verification. The Daily does not publish anonymous 
letters. Works containing demeaning, accusatory or 
libelous statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:		  Sara Toth, editor 
				    stoth@chq.org 



SKYLER BLACK
STAFF WRITER

As Chautauquans settle in for 
a blooming summer season, 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club 
asks them to think long-term 
when it comes to their gar-
dening — specifically with the 
use of plants native to West-
ern New York. 

BTG will be throwing its 
annual Native Plant Sale from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. today in Bestor 
Plaza alongside the Bestor 
Fresh Market. It is the first 
one since 2019.

Amanda’s Native Garden 
Perennial Plant Nursery will be 
supplying the plants this year 
with over 15 featured native 
perennials, including swamp 
milkweed, cardinal flower and 
Dutchman’s breeches. Cus-
tomers can take their pick 
from the various, inexpensive 
plants and bring them home in 
one-quart containers. 

BTG suggests Chautau-
quans get to the sale early, as 
they often sell out within the 
first hour of the event. 

Chairman of the Native 
Plant Sale and BTG member 
Chris Flanders thought it 
only fitting to have Aman-
da’s Native Garden supply 
this year’s sale, as the fam-
ily-owned company was in-
volved with the first Native 
Plant Sale in 2015.

“Her plants are always 
just exquisite,” Flanders said. 
“Amanda’s is good, certified 
organic, and their plants made 
us all feel good in the past. We 
thought for old time’s sake, we 
would go back to Amanda’s for 
the first one back.”

Ellen Folts, owner of Aman-
da’s Native Gardens, said the 
plants they plan to bring are at 
least two years cultivated. 

“This year, things 
bloomed spectacularly, not 
just as compared to last 
year, but two years previous 
to that,” Folts said. “Some 
things are blooming a lot 
longer than they used to, 
and it’s just different with 
the warmer weather.”

Folts considers native 
plants as a long-term invest-
ment for garden health. 

“They’re already adapted 
to the climate and are best 
able to survive here,” Folts 
said. “These plants also are 
growing from seed. If you’ve 
left your plant seed in the 
garden, you’re likely to have 
more genetic variations to 
help them adapt in climate 
change, or from different dis-
ease and insect pressures.”

With their annual sale, 
BTG aims to motivate 
Chautauquans to get their 
hands dirty. 

“We wanted to make 
gardening more personal, 
something where they really 
had some control over,” Flan-
ders said. “People kind of like 
taking their babies home and 
putting them in themselves.”

Aside from providing 
Chautauquans with access 
to native plants, BTG cre-
ated this event to educate 
people on monarch butter-
flies and how they can help 
them during their migra-
tion months. 

“When (monarchs) first 
come north again from Mex-
ico, it’s important to have 
food last during the sum-
mer for pollinators, and also 
into the fall because this is 
where they all leave from to 
go to Mexico,” Flanders said. 
“We’re trying to teach people 
about blooming something 
all the time for pollinators.”

BTG has previously 
worked with monarch but-
terfly conservation groups 
to ensure the Institution’s 
gardens are certified mon-
arch habitats. 

Butterflies aren’t the only 
motivator for the plant sale; 
Flanders highlights the im-
portance of investing in the 
native Chautauqua land-
scape, rather than seeding 
transient crops.

“We’re talking about hab-
itat, we’re not talking short-
lived blooms,” Flanders said. 
“People are so used to put-
ting rather exotic, grand-
ly blooming things that just 
bloom during the summer 
and are gone because they 
were annuals. We want to 
put people into thinking a lit-

tle bit more permanently for 
Chautauqua’s grounds.”

Native plants are well-suit-
ed for rain gardens, which are 
low-level plots complete with 
deep-rooted, water-loving 
plants. They are designed to 
soak up natural run-off and 
filter harmful chemicals from 
water before it moves into 
the soil and, in turn, the lake. 

Many Chautauquans with 
lakeside properties have im-
plemented rain gardens to 
reduce chemical and sedi-
ment inputs into Chautauqua 
Lake, which is considered 
impaired by algae and exces-
sive nutrient deposits.

“In order to be responsi-
ble people, we really need 
to go into the environment, 
and using native plants is 
one of the ways to do that,” 
Folts said. “Rain gardens are 
not just so important for 
keeping the phosphorus out 
of the lake, but they act as a 

buffer, keeping all the debris 
out of the lake. It really can 
keep the lake water much 
more clean.”

Master gardeners will be 
at the event to help patrons 
find the perfect plant based 
on their property. Curi-
ous customers can also call 
Amanda’s Native Gardens or 
go to their website, www.
amandasnativeplants.com, 
for advice on plant care. 

Looking forward to this 
season and the summers to 
come, Flanders urges Chau-
tauquans to adapt to the 
changing climate and help 
keep the grounds a haven for 
pollinators. 

“The grounds are chang-
ing, we’re changing,” Flan-
ders said. “We are trying 
to help people change it. 
We’ve got more people with 
their hands in the dirt now 
than we ever have before. 
It’s great.”
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716.357.2307  |  Visit our office @ 1 Morris Avenue for Real Estate Sales & Rental Information  |  www.MyTeamVP.com

– Real Estate Open Houses Today –
Tuesday, June 28th   |   1:00PM - 4:30PM

1:00-3:00

17 N. Simpson #1C - 1BR/1BA

Cozy efficiency condo conveniently located

to the Amp, Athenaeum and Bester Plaza.

Well maintained and offered furnished.

$199,000

Jan Friend-Davis

TEXT 157081 to 35620

for ALL PROPERTY INFORMATION

1:00-2:30 & 3:00-4:30

11 Roberts #1A - 1BR/1BA

Centrally located condo in the Longfellow

association, just steps from The Plaza, Amp,

the Lake and more! Offered furnished.

$185,000

Ruth Nelson

TEXT 289205 to 35620

for ALL PROPERTY INFORMATION

1:00-2:30

15 Ames #6 - 1BR/1BA

Well appointed condo with excellent use of

space and storage. Located close to most

activities on the Grounds. Pet friendly. 

$169,900

Karen Goodell

TEXT 118116 to 35620

for ALL PROPERTY INFORMATION

SKYLER BLACK
STAFF WRITER

Listening to nature isn’t 
as simple as people may 
think, but birding expert 
Ken Blankenship has de-
veloped a good ear for it. 

Blankenship is an expert 
ornithologist with over 17 
years experience in bird-
ing, particularly in bird 
vocalizations and species 
native to the Southeast.

Blankenship is the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club’s first 
Brown Bag lecturer of the 
season. His talk “Birding 
By Ear,” at 12:15 p.m. today 
at Smith Wilkes Hall, will 
teach attendees the basics 
to identifying Western 
New York bird species by 
sound alone. 

Birding beginners and 
seasoned ornithologists 
alike are welcome to learn 
while enjoying the jubilant 
natural music of Chautau-
qua’s outdoors.  

“You don’t need binoc-
ulars,” Blankenship said. 
“Let’s go out and open our 
ears, walk around and en-
joy the sounds of birds.” 

Hailing from Atlanta, 
Blankenship discovered his 
love for birds after spend-
ing time with his sister-in-
law, who dabbled in bird 
watching. Between fishing 
and camping trips, Blan-
kenship found himself look-
ing up at trees and becom-
ing intrigued with birds, 
especially after reading The 
Sibley Field Guide to Birds. 

“It was first a generic 
way to enjoy nature; then 
when I got the field guide, 
I kind of got hooked on the 
idea of identification,” Blan-
kenship said. “(Birding) is a 
very passive activity that a 
lot of people can enjoy, and 
then also it’s a learning ex-
perience — it’s never-end-
ing learning.”

After his hobby grew 
into a passion, Blankenship 
decided to leave his teach-
ing position of 14 years at 
Hightower Trail Middle 
School in Marietta, Geor-
gia. In 2015, he moved to 
southern Arizona where 
he eventually began to give 
tours full-time along the 
Sky Island mountain range. 

Southern Arizona is a 
temporary home to birds 
who migrate to Mexico for 
the winter, and it provides 
American bird-watchers a 
unique opportunity to ob-
serve certain species with-
out leaving the country. 

After becoming well-
versed in native Arizo-
na species, Blankenship 
widened his expertise to 
southern Texas and the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. 

Blankenship started his 
company East West Bird-
ing Tours in an effort to re-
turn to his teaching roots. 

“I decided after about a 
year and a half that I have 
the personality, I have the 
educational part,” Blanken-
ship said. “I could engage 
with people and share my 
knowledge, educate them 
and use the skills I brought 
from teaching to the world 
of birds.”

As an avian technician, 
Blankenship has published 
over 30 notes of research 
and sightings on birding 
patterns in Georgia and 
the Carolinas.

A self-proclaimed 
“ear-birding addict,” Blan-
kenship has studied bird vi-
brations through both field 
work and audio recordings. 
After 17 years of this work, 
he has learned communi-
cation patterns in birds.

“Just like us humans yell 
or whisper, birds have the 
same dialogue,” Blanken-
ship said. “They have the 
same types.”

In his lecture, Blan-
kenship plans to discuss 
types of sounds, including 
“skulls,” “tsips” and “seeks” 
that indicate how birds 
are feeling. Understanding 
these expressions can equip 
humans in advocating for a 
safe environment for birds. 

“You start to realize there 
are some stories out there 
because habitats are con-
stantly under attack with 
the expansion of the human 
species,” Blankenship said. 
“Enjoying birds more means 
learning about what they 
need, so we can help them 
continue to exist.” 

Blankenship hopes af-
ter teaching Chautauquans 
about specific bird sounds, 
they will be able to identify 
local birds during their walks 
on the grounds. 

“There’s a whole world 
around you that people don’t 
think about, and that’s the 
big idea,” Blankenship said. 
“The big picture is to get 
people to explore that world 
of the bird sounds around.”

BTG welcomes return of Native Plant Sale

Blankenship to lead 
tour of bird sounds 
in BTG Brown Bag

BLANKENSHIP

ALEXANDER WADLEY / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Plants are prepped for sale as part of the Bird, Tree & Garden Club’s Native Plant Sale on June 26, 2019, behind Smith Wilkes Hall. After 
two years, BTG’s Native Plant Sale returns from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. today as part of the Bestor Fresh Market.

Let’s go out and open 
our ears, walk around 
and enjoy the sounds of 
birds.” 

—KEN BLANKENSHIP
Ornithologist

Want to revisit or 
livestream your favorite 
lectures? Join the CHQ 
Assembly community 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua.

Visit assembly.chq.org

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG

@chqdaily

Rain gardens are not just so important for keeping the 
phosphorus out of the lake, but they act as a buffer, 
keeping all the debris out of the lake. It really can 
keep the lake water much more clean.”

—ELLEN FOLTS
Owner, 

Amanda’s Native Gardens



“Unlocking our Shared Virtues: 
Advancing Common Good in an 
Interconnected World.” Mohamed 
Elsanousi, executive director, 
Network for Religious and 
Traditional Peacemakers. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00	 Meet the Filmmaker Event. “The 
Automat.” Q-and-A with director 
Lisa Hurwitz. Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema 

2:00	 School of Music Piano Program 
Masterclass. Nicola Melville and 
John Milbauer. Masks required. 
Donations welcome. Sherwood 
Marsh Piano Studio

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:15	 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses

3:30	 Heritage Lecture Series. “Covert 
Adventures on the Chautauqua/
Soviet Exchange.” Ralph Walton. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:00	 Piano Guest Faculty Recital. 
Alexander Kobrin. Masks required. 
Donations welcome. Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:15	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Tabletop 
games. All ages. Bestor Plaza

4:15	 Garden Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Joe McMaster, horticulturist. Meet 
at Smith Wilkes Hall entrance

4:45	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Board 
games. All ages. Smith Memorial 
Library

5:00	 CHQ Documentary Series. 
“SHAME.” (Complimentary access 
via gate pass. Reserve tickets in 
advance at cinema.chq.org; patrons 
without reserved tickets will be 
admitted at door on first-come 
basis.) Chautauqua Cinema

5:00	 Chautauqua Softball League 
Women’s Pickup Game and 
Kickoff. Extra gloves available. 
Sharpe Field

6:00	 Young Adult Program: Coffee and 
Crafting. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Young Adult 
Gathering Space (Heinz Beach)

6:30	 Introduction to the Labyrinth. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion.) Rain or shine. Bring gate 
pass. Located adjacent to Turner 
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Tu
TUESDAY
JUNE 28

7:00	 (7 – 11) Farmers Market 

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury 
(Theravada Buddhism/Mindfulness 
Meditation.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 	 (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market Bestor 
Plaza

9:00	 (9–1) Native Plant Sale. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club with Bestor Fresh 
Market). Bestor Plaza

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Deciding to Stay.” The Rt. Rev. 
Mariann Edgar Budde, bishop, 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington. 
Amphitheater

9:15 	 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Maimonides’s Top Ten.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Putin’s War: What It Means for 
America’s Role in Europe and the 
World.” Constanze Stelzenmüller, 
Fritz Stern Chair on Germany and 

W
WEDNESDAY

JUNE 29

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Farmers Market 

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

7:45	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury 
(Theravada Buddhism/Mindfulness 
Meditation.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 (8–8:30) Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Deciding to Start.” The Rt. Rev. 
Mariann Edgar Budde, bishop, 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington. 
Amphitheater

9:15 	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 

trans-Atlantic Relations, Center 
on the United States and Europe, 
Brookings Institution. Amphitheater

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag 
Discussion. “Cultivating Our 
Personal Power to Influence Our 
Society.” Garden Room, Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall

12:15 	 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
“Birding by Ear.” Ken Blankenship, 
North American birder. Smith Wilkes 
Hall

12:15	 Dance Theatre of Harlem: 
Dancing In The Streets. Bestor 
Plaza

12:30	 Brown Bag Lecture. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“The Normalization of Extremism: 
Charlottesville to January 6, Buffalo, 
and Beyond.” Amy Spitalnick, 
executive director, Integrity First for 
America. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30 	Brown Bag: My Spiritual Journey. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Gretchen Castle, friend of the 
week (chaplain). Quaker House, 28 
Ames

12:30	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation Seminar (Practice 
and Discussion). Presenter: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury 
(Theravada Buddhism/Mindfulness 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Marble 
painting. All ages. Bestor Plaza

12:45	 Duplicate Bridge. CWC House

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:00	 Opera Conservatory: Sing-
In. Masks required. Donations 
Welcome. Fletcher Music Hall

1:00	 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Poetry Room

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 

Jewish House.) “Everyday Ethics.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

9:15	 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) “Climate Change and Us.” 
Kaitlyn McGrath, meteorologist, 
WUSA-TV, Washington, D.C. Hurlbut 
Sanctuary and Zoom

10:00	 Opera Conservatory Masterclass. 
Marlena Malas. Masks required. 
Sherwood Marsh Piano Studio

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Russia Ressurrected: Its Power 
and Purpose in a New Global 
Order.” Kathryn E. Stoner, author, 
Russia Ressurected: Its Power and 
Purpose in a New Global Order. 
Amphitheater

12:00	 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell 
Chapel

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30	 Language Hour. CWC House

12:30	 (12:30–1:30) “Knowledge 
Production and Foreign Policy.” 
Ann Wainscott, assistant 
professor of political science, Miami 
University of Ohio. Smith Wilkes 
Hall

12:30	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Torn tissue 
art. All ages. Bestor Plaza

12:45	 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake and 
Institution grounds while kayaking 
along the shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:00	 Wear Whites for English Lawn 
Bowling. Fee. Bowling green

1:00	 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00	 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“America’s Global Conscience: Is 
Anyone Irreconcilable?” The Very 
Rev. Michael Battle, director, 
Desmond Tutu Center, General 

Theological Seminary. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:30	 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Aaron 
Williams, former director of the 
Peace Corps. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 (3:30–4:30) Contemporary Issues 
Dialogues. Nikolas K. Gvosdev, 
professor of national security 
affairs, U.S. Naval War College. 
Chautauqua Women’s Club

3:30	 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Here We Are.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

4:00	 Reception with Friends. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) For 
more information, visit chq.org/
fcwc. Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall porch

4:00	 School of Music Piano Program 
Masterclass. Alexander Kobrin. 
Masks required. Donations 
welcome. Sherwood Marsh Piano 
Studio

4:15	 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, forester. Meet at lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

4:15	 STEM at the Water. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) All 
ages. Children’s Beach

4:45	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation. Leader: Kim Hehr 
(Gong Meditation). Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

5:00	 Meet the Filmmaker Event. “The 
Automat.” Q-and-A with director 
Lisa Hurwitz. Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema 

6:00	 Your CHQ Conversation. 
(Programmed by Youth and Family 
Programs.) Young Adult Gathering 
Space (Heinz Beach)

8:15	 SPECIAL. An Evening Piano 
Recital with Alexander Gavrylyuk. 
Amphitheater

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Violinist Joshua Bell and soprano Larisa Martínez perform Saturday in the Amphitheater.

Community Center

7:00	 Bible Study. “A Study of the 
Psalms.” Methodist House

8:15	 SPECIAL. Ben Folds: In Actual 
Person Live for Real Tour. 
Amphitheater
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