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KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

The V. Rev. Michael Bat-
tle, raised in the Ameri-
can South, comes from the 
Christian perspective. Bat-
tle focuses his work on rec-
onciliation and recognizing 
what are and what aren’t 
irreconcilable differences 
in humanity.

He serves as Herbert 
Thompson Professor of 
Church and Society and Di-
rector of the Desmond Tutu 
Center at General Theolog-
ical Seminary in New York. 
Battle’s lecture “America’s 
Global Conscience: Is Any-
one Irreconcilable?” will 
take place at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy. 

“(My lecture) is getting 
at the difficulties around 
how we, in many ways, find 
ourselves in irreconcilable 
differences, whether that’s 

political, economic and es-
pecially spiritual,” Battle said.

The V. Rev. Michael 
Battle joins the Interfaith 
Lecture Series as a re-
placement for Ambassador 
Michael Battle, as the lat-
ter’s schedule of confirma-
tion hearings prohibited 
his participation. 

But the Department of 
Religion had a stroke of 
luck in planning.

“I tucked it away that if, 
for some reason, Ambassa-
dor Michael Battle could not 
accept our invitation or ul-
timately not be able to come 
… the next person I would, 
ironically, invite would be 
the other Michael Battle,” 
said Director of Religion 
Maureen Rovegno.

According to the Mer-
riam-Webster definition, 
irreconcilable differences 
are borne of the “inability to 

agree on most things or on 
important things.” 

The Interfaith Lecture 
Series Week One theme, 
“America’s Global Con-
science,” alludes to irrec-
oncilable differences, but 
Battle said he wants people 
to see there are positives in 
dissenting beliefs. 

“I just want to do some 
excavation of that problem 

that we don’t talk about very 
much out loud,” Battle said. 
“There’s some theological 
work with that, (and I’m) 
giving some narratives that 
represent that problem.”

Battle recognizes the 
history of the establish-
ment of the United States, 
from people immigrating 
from Europe to the forced 
migration of the Trans-At-

lantic Slave Trade, as 
partially responsible for 
America’s irreconcilable 
differences.

Battle to explore reconciliation in face of irreconcilable differences

18th Peace Corps 
Director Williams 
to give AAHH talk

For CLS, Stanford’s 
Stoner to examine 
factors of Russian 
influence, politics 
on global stage

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

When it comes to the Week 
One theme and question of 
“What Should be America’s 
Role in the World?,” Aaron S. 
Williams thinks the best way 
to get the best answers is 
through the best people.

“Given the magnitude of 
the challenges we face in the 
world, whether it’s dealing 
with pandemics, migration, 
climate change, it’s going to 
require the best minds in 
America. … We can’t afford to 
have anybody, not in any sec-
tor of our population, not play 
a role,” Williams said.

SKYLER BLACK
STAFF WRITER

When an ex-intelligence offi-
cer addressed Stanford Uni-
versity, with Kathryn E. Ston-
er in the audience, he said 
that “Russia belongs at the 
little table with North Korea 
in international affairs.”

Stoner found it a shallow 
misunderstanding of Russia’s 
competence and power. This 
reaction is the basis for Ston-
er’s 2021 book Russia Resur-
rected: Its Power and Purpose 
in a New Global Order, which 
explores the subtle factors of 
Russia’s influence. 

“We should think of state 
power in a broader way than 
just population size, the size 
of an economy, and the size 
of the military,” Stoner said 
“Russia isn’t a leading pow-
er in any of those measures, 
yet has a lot of influence over 
other countries.”

CHRIS CLEMENTS
STAFF WRITER

It’s Alexander Gavrylyuk’s goal to 
connect the tragedy of the crisis in 
Ukraine to the tragic undertones in 
his music.

His concert at 8:15 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater will start with 
“Moonlight Sonata” by Beethoven, 
said Gavrylyuk, a Ukrainian-born 
Australian pianist. 

Gavrylyuk said he can’t help but 
draw parallels from the strength of 
spirit in the music for tonight’s concert 
and the strength of the Ukrainian peo-
ple’s spirit. He will perform a selection 
of piano pieces from composers like 
Franz Liszt and Frédéric Chopin. Part 
of the evening’s single-ticket revenue 
will be donated to the International 
Rescue Committee for relief efforts in 
Ukraine; for Chautauquans with gate 
passes, the evening’s printed program 

will have a QR code that links to the 
organization page.

For Gavrylyuk, the fight in Ukraine 
is personal; the recent shelling of 
the Ukrainian city Kharkiv impacted 
someone close to him.

“My father, a few months ago, just 
narrowly escaped the bombardment 
there,” he said. “Thankfully, he’s just 
joined us in Sydney, in Australia.”

Aside from the Beethoven, Gavry-
lyuk, who is artistic adviser and art-
ist-in-residence of the Chautau-
qua Piano Program, said he plans 
on performing works by Robert 
Schumann. The Kinderszenen 
Op.15 “Scenes from Childhood,” 
by Schumman, he said, also re-
flects “purity, sincerity and in-
nocence.”

“It’s a very pure work,” Gavry-
lyuk said. “It speaks about 
the untamed joy of childhood 

and life altogether. By the end of the 
Kinderszenen, we hear the reflection 
of the adult mind perhaps, and the phi-
losophy of looking at the child and its 
innocence and serenity.” 

See GAVRYLYUK, Page 4

See BATTLE, Page 4

See STONER, Page 4

See WILLIAMS, Page 4

In recital, beloved pianist Gavrylyuk to connect music with native Ukraine

ABIGAIL DOLLINS / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Alexander Gavrylyuk performs June 25, 2018, in the Amphitheater. Gavrylyuk will perform at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amp, with a portion 
of single-ticket revenue benefiting his native Ukraine.
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STRENGTH OF SPIRIT

I’m hoping we can increase our imaginations, 
especially from a Christian perspective, not to be 
socialized into irreconcilable differences.”
 

—V. REV. MICHAEL BATTLE
Director, 

Desmond Tutu Center at General Theological Seminary



MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Marlena Malas dislikes the 
term “masterclass.” She 
views herself as a voice 
teacher, not a master. 

Malas teaches, not only at 
The Juilliard School, but at 
the Curtis Institute of Music 
and the Manhattan School 
of Music. This will be her 
43rd nonconsecutive year 
of teaching at Chautauqua 
Institution’s Voice Program, 
now the Opera Conserva-
tory. Her first class of the 
summer took place last Fri-
day, but her first class this 
season to be open to the 
public is at 10 a.m. today in 
McKnight Hall. Masks are 
required for this event.  

Even though she has 
spent decades teaching 
voice, she still feels nervous 
before each class.

“It’s part of my DNA,” she 
said.

One of her worries is that 
she will not be able to find 
an area of improvement for 
her students.

“What if someone gets 
up and they’re so wonderful 
and I have nothing to say?” 
Malas said. “Then I will say, 
‘You are great. Continue to 
do what you’re doing.’ ”

Malas’ classes often have 
a similar structure, no mat-
ter where she teaches. First, 
she shares with the students 
how she hates the term 
“masterclass,” and then they 
begin with warm-ups.

The students practice 
warming up their vocal 
chords through a variety 
of exercises, such as stick-
ing their tongue out or even 
chewing on their tongue.

After that, the students 
sing, and Malas provides 
her feedback.

While these classes al-
ways come with some 
nerves for Malas, she said 
the energy at Chautauqua is 
overall more relaxing.

“It’s my favorite place, 
really,” Malas said. “There’s 
something here. I don’t 
know what it is, but I know 
that when we first come 
through the gates, I go —” 
she exhaled and smiled.

“I’ve made such good 
friends here,” Malas said. 
“They’ve been wonderful.”

Her children also found 
their own community when 
they visited Chautauqua 
with their parents. Malas 

remembers coming down-
stairs and seeing her daugh-
ter Alexis’ friends all lying on 
the living room floor.

Her oldest son, who is now 
56, first came to Chautauqua 
when he was 13. 

“He made good friends 
here that he still is friendly 
with,” Malas said. 

From the memories, the 
faculty and the environ-
ment, Malas feels this is a 
place she can thrive.

“The place itself gives it-
self over to what you need 
to do to make sounds more 
beautiful, more fluid, more 
natural,” Malas said. “Free.”
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POSTURE ASSESSMENT
MOVEMENT ANALYSIS
PERSONALIZED INJURY PREVENTION PROGRAM
ZOOM SUPPORT (4 SESSIONS)
USE CODE CHQ AT CHECKOUT FOR $50 OFF!

INJURY 
SCREENING
& PREVENTION PACKAGE

SUMMER

BEFORE YOU EMBARK ON THOSE ACTIVE
SUMMER ADVENTURES, LET'S LOOK FOR
SNEAKY COMPENSATIONS AND IMBALANCES
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Laura P. Coombs, ATC
Egoscue Certified Posture Therapist

BONUS: 
BALANCE & MOBILITY VIDEO LIBRARY
(SIX "FOLLOW ALONG" VIDEOS; 15-20 MINUTES EACH)

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended 
to provide space for announcements from Institution-
related organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured 
that day in a story, it should not be repeated in Briefly. 
Submit information to Hal Stein in the Daily’s editorial 
office. Please provide name of organization, time and place 
of meeting and one contact person’s name with phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

‘Ask the Staff Tent Time’
From 3:30 to 5 p.m. today across from the Smith Memo-
rial Library, stop by the green tent for “Ask the Staff Tent 
Time.” Shannon Rozner, senior vice president of commu-
nity relations, will be there ready to hear feedback on 
your experience, answer questions or discuss ideas. No 
appointment, no agenda — just drop in and chat.

Climate Change presentation with Kaitlyn McGrath
At 9:15 a.m. today in the Hurlbut Sanctuary, the Science 
Circle hosts a presentation from CBS meteorologist Kait-
lyn McGrath, who will discuss realities of climate change 
and how it will continue to impact our daily lives. It is co-
sponsored by Chautauqua Institution’s Climate Change 
Initiative. If you cannot attend physically, please request a 
Zoom link by email to ScienceTalksCHQ@gmail.com.

Chautauqua Softball League kids pick-up game 
A kids pick-up softball game, for ages 5-13, takes place at 
4:15 p.m. each Thursday at Sharpe Field. Extra gloves are 
available. Contact carriezachry@gmail.com.

Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Selected Chautauqua authors will read from their work at 
12:15 p.m. Thursdays during Weeks One through Nine. The 
events are livestreamed on Zoom and uploaded to YouTube 
on the Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center channel. 
Find more information at www.chq.org/fcwc. Direct any 
questions to friendsofthewriterscenter@gmail.com. 

Anyone interested in writing is invited to share light 
refreshments and friendly conversation with the Friends 
of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center at 4 p.m. today on the 
porch of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Please 
RSVP at friendsofthewriterscenter@gmail.com so we have 
an idea of how many people to expect.

Properties for Rent Open House
Looking to rent? Stop by the Visitors Center (in the Post 
Office building) to pick up the list of properties for rent 
that are hosting an open house today.

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra’s opening concert
Meet bass player Owen Lee at the Pre-Concert Lecture 
given by David B. Levy at 6:45 p.m. Thursday at the Hul-
tquist Center. This is open to the public. Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra plays at 8:15 p.m. Thursday in the 
Amphitheater. A reception for Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra League members and CSO musicians at the 
Athenaeum Hotel follows.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Language Hour is at 12:45 p.m. today at the CWC House. 
Artists at the Market will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
Chautauqua Farmer’s Market. The Contemporary Issues 
Dialogues with Nikolas K. Gvosdev is at 3:30 p.m. today, 
hosted at the CWC House. Pre-order your Friday night 
takeout dinner at chautauquawomensclub.org.

Knowledge Production & Foreign Policy with Ann 
Wainscott
Ann Wainscott, assistant professor of political science at 
Miami University of Ohio, will lead a special program at 
12:30 p.m. today at Smith Wilkes Hall titled “Knowledge 
Production and Foreign Policy.” 

Join the Chautauqua Opera Guild
Support the opera by joining the Chautauqua Opera Guild. 
Join early so you don’t miss out on our exciting events. For 
information, go to chq.org/opera-guild, or email us at CH-
QOperaGuild@gmail.com. 

Children’s Story Time
All children and their families are invited to story time 
at 10:45 a.m. Thursday on Bestor Plaza, presented by the 
Smith Memorial Library.

Men’s Softball League news
The men’s league is looking to bring in more players for 
this season, possibly even adding in another team. If you 
are interested in joining, contact the Sports Club by July 5.

Chautauqua Literay & Scientific Circle news
There’s still time to join the CLSC Class of 2022; the applica-
tion and supplemental materials deadline has been extend-
ed to July 8. The deadline has also been extended to July 8 
for applications for the Guild of Seven Seals levels.

To join the CLSC Class of 2023, participate in the CLSC 
Class of 2023 Formation Meetings at 9 a.m. July 12, July 
26; and Aug. 9, in-person at the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall or via Zoom.

All applications can be found online. For more infor-
mation about CLSC Recognition Week deadlines or relat-
ed meetings and events, please visit www.chq.org/clsc or 
inquire at clsc@chq.org.

School of Music Piano Program news
Van Cliburn gold medalist and guest faculty Alexander 
Kobrin gives a public masterclass for School of Music Pi-
ano Program students at 4 p.m. today in Sherwood Marsh 
Piano Studio.

Artistic Adviser and Artist-in-Residence of the Chau-
tauqua Piano Program Alexander Gavrylyuk will give a 
public masterclass for Piano Program students at 4 p.m. 
Thursday in Sherwood Marsh Piano Studio.

Masks are required for these events.

Malas, now in 43rd year, to give public 
masterclass for Opera Conservatory

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Marlena Malas, chair of the Chautauqua Voice Program, coaches Dyanna Bohorques July 9, 2021, in 
Malas’ studio. Now the director of the newly christened Opera Conservatory, Malas will give a public 
masterclass at 10 a.m. today in McKnight Hall.

It’s my favorite place, really. There’s something here. I don’t know what it is.”
—MARLENA MALAS

Director, 
Chautauqua Opera Conservatory



ALYSSA BUMP
STAFF WRITER

Is America lost within a tan-
gled web of winding roads?

As the country questions 
how to navigate myriad di-
verging paths and issues, 
including the ongoing pan-
demic, the Russia-Ukraine 
war, refugee crises, climate 
change issues and a decrease 
of the separation of church 
and state, it is hard to predict 
what will happen next. 

Rabbi David Saperstein ad-
dressed these concerns as he 
opened the Interfaith Lecture 
Series at 2 p.m. Monday in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

The Interfaith Lecture 
Series theme this week 
is “America’s Global Con-
science.” Saperstein’s lec-
ture, “The World at a Cross-
roads: Religion’s Insights 
and Priority, Concerns and 
American Foreign Policy,” 
touched on how the United 
States should navigate na-
tional and international is-
sues, as well as what its role 
should be in the world. 

Chautauqua Institution 
President Michael E. Hill in-
troduced Saperstein to the 
packed audience.

“Saperstein (is) a long-
time friend of Chautau-
qua and a personal friend 
of mine, … designated by 
Newsweek as the most in-
fluential rabbi in Ameri-
ca and by The Washington 
Post as the ‘quintessential 
Washington religious lob-
byist,’ ” Hill said.

Saperstein has served in 
many high-ranking positions 
that advocate for religious 
freedom, including 40 years 
as director of the Religious 
Action Center of Reform 
Judaism. He also served as 
the United States ambassa-
dor-at-large for Internation-
al Religious Freedom during 
President Barack Obama’s 
administration.

At Chautauqua, Saper-
stein’s role was to question 
how America will navigate the 
many crossroads it is facing 
and how these choices will 
impact future generations.

“Sometimes, the impli-
cations and the choices to 
be made are obvious, as so 
many seem to be today,” 
Saperstein said. “For others, 
only in hindsight do we see 
with stunning clarity the 
consequence of having cho-
sen one among the diverg-
ing roads before us. Do we 
not sense today that we are 
facing such consequential 
crossroads in our nation?” 

Saperstein said the Unit-
ed States is facing “the 
most fundamental deci-
sions about the role of 
government in securing 
the economic and social 
well-being of its people.” 

He pointed to equality 
concerns in regards to reli-
gion, race, gender, disabili-
ties, sexual orientation, age 
and origin. 

When it comes to the 
refugee crisis and Amer-
ica’s recent immigration 
policies, Saperstein feels as 
though the United States 
“seems to be diverging 
onto a path leading back to 
some of our most xenopho-
bic years.” 

Saperstein also touched 
on gun violence and said that 
America has failed to pass 
stricter gun laws as it lies 
stranded in the crossroads. 

“Even with the passage (of 
the House’s bipartisan bill on 
gun safety) this past Friday, 
are the first constructive 
gun regulation legislation in 
over 25 years, we have not 
deviated from the path of 
rampant gun violence that … 
brings deadly violence into 
every corner of American life 
— our businesses, our houses 
of worship, our playgrounds, 
our homes,” Saperstein said. 
“We can fashion only the 
most anemic solutions to our 
bloodiest problem (and that) 
remains one of the great 
moral failings of our nation.”

Saperstein shared his 
concerns with the appoint-
ment of more conservative 
judges in the U.S. Supreme 
Court who are willing to 

undo precedents that have 
strengthened Americans’ 
civil rights and liberties. 

“(The Supreme Court 
judges are) all too willing 
to undo the great achieve-
ments of … reproductive 
rights, dismantling Amer-
icans’ distinctively strong 
separation of church and 
state that together have 
given religious minorities, 
including my own Jewish 
community, more rights, 
more freedoms, more op-
portunities certainly than 
we Jews have ever known in 
our people’s long diasporic 
history,” Saperstein said.

Beyond the domestic di-
lemmas and downfalls of 
the United States, Saper-
stein spoke on the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war. His con-
cern lies in the threat of 
nuclear destruction that 
will harm “the fruits of 
God’s creation” as Russia’s 
invasion brings us “closer 
to the brink of nuclear war 
than we have been since 
the Cuban Missile Crisis.”

Saperstein also provided 
statistics of poverty and dis-
placed people, saying that 
over 2 billion people are in 
serious poverty as they make 
under $3.10 a day. Addition-
ally, Saperstein said there 
are over 80 million displaced 
people — more than ever in 
recorded history.

“America has seemed 
to be, in some ways, with-
drawing from its historic 
leadership, … leaving a vac-
uum, which as we gather 
here is increasingly being 
filled by China (and) Rus-
sia,” Saperstein said. 

Saperstein then turned 
the conversation to how reli-
gious themes have been part 
of American foreign policy 
in the past, such as with the 
Monroe Doctrine and Ameri-
ca’s imperialist instincts.

Saperstein said that the 
white, capitalistic colonial-
ism from the 18th to 20th 
century acted as a justifica-
tion for “civilizing and Chris-
tianizing the unbelievers.”

From this, religion and 
faith have been used as ex-
cuses for hate and division, 
Saperstein said. But at its 
core, religion has the ability 
to solve many of the issues 
the world is facing today. 
There is more interfaith co-
operation across the globe 
today than ever before. 

Drawing from the his-
tory of Jewish tradition 
and other religions, he said 
there is a repeated empha-
sis on equality, and that 
religion has been the main 
catalyst for universal edu-
cation, promoting the sa-
credness of human life and 
free will, and the message 
that humans are all broth-
ers and sisters.

“Never forget, if human 
rights and democracy col-
lapses, there will be no re-
ligious freedom in which 
religions can flourish and 
act as a light to the nations,” 
Saperstein said. 

The last segment of the 
lecture was dedicated to 
three examples of where 
America needs to lead next, 
and where religion’s indis-
pensable role intersects 
these decisions. 

Economic justice and debt 
relief was first on the list.

“In the ’80s and ’90s, 
economists had identi-
fied the debt burden on 
the poorest nations as one 
of the greatest moral and 
functional dilemmas of the 
contemporary internation-
al order, but nothing hap-
pened,” Saperstein said.

Religion has supported 
debt relief through the Ju-
bilee Campaign and other 
projects. But the aftermath 
of the pandemic has allowed 
debt to reach record levels 
again. The United States 
Agency for International 
Development has stepped 
up and begun to take action 
effectively to strengthen 
outreach programs. 

As the Russia-Ukraine 
war refocuses attention on 
nuclear and biological war-
fare, Saperstein’s second 
point was the prevention of 
and disabling of these weap-
ons. There are several other 
threats of nuclear use across 
the world, spanning from Is-
rael to Pakistan to China. 

“The total number of nu-
clear weapons in the world 
has dropped from 63,000 
in 1987 to under 10,000 
today. We can make a dif-
ference,” Saperstein said, 
“but we must act now. And 
that can’t be done without 
America’s leadership.”

Displaced people and the 
refugee crisis impact over 
80 million people, Saperstein 
said, but “further war, further 
famine, further economic 
deprivation, climate change 
… can drive countless mil-
lions more” to seek asylum.

Saperstein’s third and fi-
nal point focused on chang-
ing America’s deep-rooted 
overconsumption.

“(If) the entire world 
consumed the calories and 
energy that we use in the 
United States every day, 
there wouldn’t be anything 
for 80% of the world. This 
has to stop, and that re-
quires both vision and po-
litical will,” Saperstein said. 
“The United States makes 
an extraordinary difference 
in the outcome of that.” 

Saperstein closed his lec-
ture with the words of Abba 
Eban, an Israeli statesman. He 
emphasized humanity’s mor-
al strength and destructive 
rage with a call to action.

“The choice is ours. … I 
have said before you this day, 
the blessing and the curse, 
life and death, choose life that 
you may live — you and your 

children after you,” Saper-
stein said. “There is anoth-
er possibility of an ordered 
world illuminated by reason, 
governed by law. And if we 
cannot yet touch (it) with our 
hands, let us at least grasp it 
with our vision. Grasping this 
firmly must be America’s role 
in the world, for in 2022, it is 
a vision the world so desper-
ately needs today.”
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

America at crossroads: Saperstein guides where to turn next

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Former U.S. Ambassador-At-Large for International Religious Freedom Rabbi David Saperstein speaks Monday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Do we not sense today 
that we are facing such 
consequential crossroads 
in our nation? We can 
fashion only the most 
anemic solutions to our 
bloodiest problem (and 
that) remains one of the 
great moral failings of 
our nation.”

—RABBI DAVID 
SAPERSTEIN



“You need diverse expertise. 
… We need our most talent-
ed people being engaged and 
dealing with the challenges of 
the world.”

At 3:30 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Williams, 
who was appointed by Pres-
ident Barack Obama and 
served as 18th director of 
the Peace Corps from 2009 
to 2012, will launch the Af-
rican American Heritage 
House’s 2022 Chautauqua 
Speaker Series. 

His lecture will span nu-
merous topics, chief among 
them his extensive experi-
ence in global affairs, the 
historic roles African Amer-
icans have played in Ameri-
can foreign policy, the crit-

ical role the United States 
plays in providing global 
leadership, and the impor-
tance of national service.

“Woven through all of 
this is going to be why we 
require — why we need — to 
have a diverse corps of for-
eign affairs experts to take 
on these monumental chal-
lenges,” Williams said.

Williams is only the fourth 
director in Peace Corps’ his-
tory who actually served as 
a Peace Corps volunteer. He 
was first inspired to serve in 
his youth by what he heard 
and read from President 
John F. Kennedy.

“I wanted to have a chance 
to experience a foreign cul-
ture, learn a new language 
and learn more about myself, 
and I thought service to the 
United States government 
would be a great pathway to 

do that,” he said. “And quite 
frankly, serving as a Peace 
Corps volunteer transformed 
my life. It changed everything. 
Everything that I’ve done in 
my career … everything em-
anates from my service as a 
Peace Corps volunteer.”

Williams has worked for 
corporations, nonprofits and 
in government. Currently, he 
is senior adviser emeritus of 
international development 
and government relations 
at RTI International, where, 
prior to his service as Peace 
Corps director, he was vice 
president of international 
business development. He’s 
been a senior official in the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (reaching the 
rank of career minister in the 
Senior Foreign Service), and 
was appointed by Obama in 
2015 as the U.S. Alternative 
Representative to the execu-
tive board of UNICEF. 

And all of it stems from 
the three years in the late 
1960s that he spent volun-
teering for the Peace Corps 
in the Dominican Republic. 
In the decades that have fol-
lowed, he said he has seen 
the Corps becoming more 
diverse — he also served for a 
time as the Corps coordina-

tor of minority recruitment 
— but noted that equitable 
representation was always a 
key tenet of the organization.

“The Peace Corps was 
probably one of the first 
U.S. agencies to have been 
created where women and 
minorities were encour-
aged and recruited to serve 
from the very beginning 
in 1961,” he said, crediting 
that vision to Peace Corps 
founder Sargent Shriver. 
“He insisted that women 
and minorities be equally 
represented in the Peace 
Corps, and it has continued 
to this day.”

When he was director, 
Williams said, 60% of Corps 
volunteers were women. And 

it’s of critical importance that 
diversity and representation 
continue to grow, not just in 
the Peace Corps, but across 
all foreign service entities.

Williams now considers 
himself “semi-retired,” but 
still works with RTI across 
a wide range of initiatives; 
he called it the “ideal place 
for me after the Peace 
Corps. … It’s dedicated to 
improving the human con-
dition, and I’ve always been 
a mission-driven person.”

But what truly excites 
him, he said, and what 
he hopes to impart to his 
Chautauqua audience to-
day, is the importance of 
engaging with young peo-
ple, and young People of 

Color in particular, to en-
courage them to consider a 
career in global affairs. 

“I have seen the marvel-
ous things people in this 
generation can do, from 
working in microfinance to 
HIV/AIDS clinics. I’ve seen 
them combat malaria, im-
prove irrigation systems for 
farmers, improve educa-
tion for women and girls,” 
he said. “I have always felt 
that America’s multi-racial 
and multi-ethnic diversi-
ty is one of our greatest 
strengths, so it’s crucial 
that we seek to pursue 
that diversity across these 
fields. It’s an asset we need 
to grow and develop.”

“How this country was 
started, in many ways, was 
based on irreconcilable dif-
ferences,” Battle said. “The 
founders were trying to put 
together a way in which we 
can live together despite 
our differences, but unfor-
tunately it still seems like 
we’re in a civil war.”

Rovegno said Battle’s work 

with Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu gives him a unique 
worldview to add to the In-
terfaith Lecture Series.

“His long relationship 
with Bishop Tutu, and all 
the work he’s done, would 
very much represent Amer-
ica’s Global Conscience,” Ro-
vegno said. “He’s been very 
immersed in the reflection 
of what we want America’s 
global conscience to be.”

Battle said he hopes his 

lecture will inspire people 
to expand their initial view-
points and reflect on how 
the conscience of the United 
States is affected by irrec-
oncilable differences.

“A fish doesn’t know it’s 
wet, so I’m hoping that our 
frame of reference and our 
point of view will expand,” 
Battle said. “I’m hoping we 
can increase our imagi-
nations, especially from a 
Christian perspective, not 

to be socialized into irrec-
oncilable differences.”

Many view reconcilia-
tion as “cheap,” or used to 
take advantage of others, 
Battle said. 

“I think if we really un-
derstood, at least theolog-
ically, what was going on 
with God and reconciliation 
we could see the depth of 
what is trying to be accom-
plished,” Battle said.

At 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater, Stoner’s lec-
ture “Russia Resurrected: 
Its Power and Purpose in a 
New Global Order” will ad-
dress Russia’s recently em-
ployed post-Cold War pol-
itics in Ukraine, and how 
the United States can most 
successfully navigate these 
unprecedented geopolitics.

At Stanford University, 
Stoner is a Mosbacher Direc-
tor of the Center on Democ-
racy, Development, and the 
Rule of Law, and senior fellow 
of the Freeman Spogli Insti-
tute for International Studies. 
She has held fellowships at 
the Woodrow Wilson Center 
and at Harvard University, 
where she received her doc-
torate in government. 

The opening section of 
Stoner’s new book examines 
the “soft, sharp and ‘smart’ 
powers” of Russia’s perva-
sive threat in Ukraine. This is 

done through a theory Ston-
er has coined as “dimensions 
of power” that encompasses 
men, the military and money.

“I look at things like con-
trol over energy pipelines, 
not just proceeds from sale 
of energy assets like oil and 
gas, as being power tools of a 
new Russia,” Stoner said. “For 
too long, we have looked nar-
rowly at Russia’s power assets 
and have consistently under-
estimated it while focusing on 
China. But look at where the 
threat of global war is coming 
from today.”

Throughout her book, she 
details motivations under Pu-
tin, how the Ukrainian con-
flict is the decade-long cul-
mination of Putin’s policies, 
and how the Western world 
fits in this conflict. 

“Western conflict with 
Russia isn’t inevitable or 
structural, but dependent on 
the nature of the domestic 
political regime in Russia,” 
Stoner said. “If Russia wasn’t 
governed by a personalistic 

authoritarian, then its foreign 
policy may well be different.”

While she began work on 
her book six years ago, recent 
and pressing developments in 
Europe haven’t changed her 
research, but reinforced it. 

“The book had followed 
the longer term trends of 
Russian political and foreign 
policy development, and alas, 
those haven’t changed funda-
mentally,” Stoner said. 

This lecture fits within 
Week One’s theme of “What 
should be America’s Role in 
the World?,” in which featured 
speakers will discuss not only 
the United States’ politics, but 
the influence of geopolitical 
issues, as well.  

“It felt appropriate for 
us to dedicate a week to 
this larger question of not 
only America’s role on the 
world, how America shows 
up in the world and in larg-
er geopolitical issues, but 
how different foreign pol-
icy approaches affect that 
larger issue,” said Matt 

Ewalt, vice president and 
Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education. 

Ewalt said that numer-
ous Chautauquans request-
ed Stoner for programming 
in the 2022 summer season, 
as she has become an im-
portant voice on Russian 
foreign affairs. 

“It was an obvious area of 
focus for us — her particu-
lar expertise and analysis of 
the impact Russia had, can 
have, and has had on larger 
international politics and in 
power,” he said. 

Stoner continues the 
topic of Ukraine and Russia 
following both CNN jour-
nalist Fareed Zakaraia’s 
lecture on Monday, which 
touched on the fall of the 
Soviet Union, and Brook-
ings Institution’s Constanze 
Stelzenmüller’s Tuesday 
lecture about Putin’s war. 

Stoner is the author or 
co-editor of six books, all 
with the focus of examining 
Russia’s extensive, complex 

history of politics. 
As the war continues, 

Stoner hopes the United 
States can curb conflict 
with support. 

“We have to keep our Eu-
ropean partners in particu-
lar on board with sanctions, 
continue to deepen those 
sanctions, and continue to 
support Ukraine militarily 
and economically,” Ston-
er said. “It really is on the 
forefront of the battle of de-
mocracy versus autocracy.”

Stoner eagerly antici-
pates her lecture today and 
is excited to hear from in-
quisitive Chautauquans. 

“I look forward to hear-
ing from the audience and 
fielding what I anticipate 
will be great questions,” 
Stoner said. “I think we are 
seeing a reshaping of glob-
al politics in a radical way. 
The current and future U.S. 
administrations will need to 
think creatively to reestab-
lish U.S. leadership.” 
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For too long, we have looked narrowly at Russia’s 
power assets and have consistently underestimated it 
while focusing on China. But look at where the threat 
of global war is coming from today.”

—KATHRYN E. STONER
Author.  

Russia Resurrected: Its Power and Purpose in a New Global Order

This piece, Gavrylyuk said, is 
in total contrast to “Moon-
light Sonata” and its inher-
ent “strength of spirit” that 
said he plans to open the 
concert with.

Third up is a tarantella by 
Franz Liszt from “Venezia E 
Napoli,” S.159.

“The tarantella is a very 
virtuosic dance that would 
take place after one was 
bitten by a tarantula, if you 
can believe it,” he said. “It’s 
very much a ‘firework’ kind 
of work, this tarantella.”

Along with a portion of 
single ticket revenue be-
ing donated to the IRC, 
Gavrylyuk has made per-
sonal efforts to support the 
Ukrainian people and said 
he tries to do what he can 
to help.

“I’ve tried to do some 
charity work in the past 
few months to help the 
Ukrainian people, and to 
help those whose homes 
were destroyed and who 
need financial help,” he 
said. “This concert is an 
opportunity to further 
those efforts.”

Gavrylyuk said he’s 
grateful this concert has 
been made possible

“I have so much joy and 
gratitude to share this spe-
cial moment with Chau-
tauqua in particular,” he 
said. “I love being here, I 
love the philosophy here 
and the openness of vision 
and ideas. This couldn’t be 
a better place to share the 
magic that was created by 
those composers.”

I’ve tried to do some 
charity work in the past 
few months to help the 
Ukrainian people, and to 
help those whose homes 
were destroyed and who 
need financial help,” he 
said. “This concert is an 
opportunity to further 
those efforts.”
—ALEXANDER GAVRYLYUK

Artistic adviser,  
Artist-in-residence,  

Chautauqua  Piano Program

GAVRYLYUK
FROM PAGE 1

I wanted to have a chance to experience a foreign culture, learn a new language 
and learn more about myself, and I thought service to the United States 
government would be a great pathway to do that,” he said. “And quite frankly, 
serving as a Peace Corps volunteer transformed my life. It changed everything. 
Everything that I’ve done in my career … everything emanates from my service as 
a Peace Corps volunteer.”

—AARON S. WILLIAMS
18th Director, 

Peace Corps

WILLIAMS
FROM PAGE 1



renovating German defenses.
“Now (there’s) finally 

heavy weapons (going) to 
Ukraine that the Bunde-
swehr, the armed forces, 
doesn’t have for themselves,” 
Stelzenmüller said. “(Ger-
many has) already cut off 
Russian coal. We will cut off 
Russian oil by the end of this 
year, and 55% of energy that 
comes from Russian gas is 
down to 35%.”

Transformative change 
is hard for people of vari-
ous countries to get a grasp 
on, Stelzenmüller said. Ever 
since the two world wars in 

the 20th century, nations 
have been more conserva-
tive in wanting to get entan-
gled in political conflict.

“(People’s attitudes to-
ward conflict are) not 
changing because we have 
seen the light,” Stelzen-
müller said. “It’s changing 
because Putin is not stop-
ping and because we are in 
mortal peril.”

All of this, Stelzenmüller 
said, impacts Americans, 
and she noted that the Biden 
administration has shown 
leadership like she’s never 
seen before.

“I have never seen such 
an exceptionally careful, re-
spectful and energetic col-
laboration and coordination 
by an American administra-
tion with its European allies 
in my life,” Stelzenmüller said.

This conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine has 
proven to expand beyond 
just these two countries. It’s 
affecting the trans-Atlantic 
economy, which America 
has $6 trillion in, and Ameri-
ca profits an additional $300 
billion from U.S. companies 
located in Europe.

A worldwide conflict 

such as this has an impact 
everywhere. Stelzenmüller 
pivoted to a call to action 
to complete her lecture.

“This is not just about 
the fate of 44 million Ukrai-
nians, although it is very 
much that, and I think we 
owe them every (aid) that 
we can give them,” Stel-
zenmüller said. “It’s not just 
about prosperity and global 
economic stability. … This is 
truly a worldwide fight for 
freedom, democracy, peace 
and self-determination as 
free nations.”

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

A lot has happened in the 
world since Constanze 
Stelzenmüller’s last visit to 
Chautauqua. Since she spoke 
for the Chautauqua Lecture 
Series in 2015, there have 
been two U.S. presidential 
elections, new violence in 
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, and the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Stelzenmüller, the in-
augural holder of the Fritz 
Stern Chair on Germany and 
Trans-Atlantic Relations in 
the Center on United States 
and Europe at Brookings 
Institution in Washington, 
D.C., spoke Tuesday morn-
ing in the Amphitheater.

Matt Ewalt, vice presi-
dent and Richard and Em-
ily Smucker Chair for Ed-
ucation, introduced her 
lecture: “Putin’s War: What 
it Means for America’s Role 
in Europe and the World,” 
for the Week One theme 
“What Should be America’s 
Role in the World?”

Stelzenmüller, who is a 
trans-Atlantic foreign se-
curity and policy expert, 
outlined her presentation 
for the audience. She first 
set the scene for where the 
world stands 125 days into 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

“Casualty numbers for 
this war are really hard to 
come by and they’re dis-
puted,” Stelzenmüller said. 
“According to American and 
U.K. intelligence numbers, 
there are about 16,000 Rus-
sian military dead, 11,000 
Ukrainian military dead. 
That’s a lot.”

Civilian casualties are 
harder to confirm, she said, 
ranging between 5,000 and 
20,000.

“In the sudden years 
of proxy war in eastern 
Ukraine leading up to this 
invasion, between 2014 and 
now, 14,000 were killed,” 
Stelzenmüller said. “So we’re 
already nearing somewhere 
around 30-40,000 dead in 
four months. That makes 
this one of the deadliest 
wars in Europe in a very, 
very long time.”

Beginning in the early 
’90s, until 2005, Stelzen-
müller was a journalist for 
a German national weekly 
paper. She worked as their 
human rights expert, then 
as their security and de-
fense editor and covered 
wars in Somalia, Balkans, 
Afghanistan and more. But, 
she admitted to feeling 
true fear for the first time 
in her professional life at 
the current state of geopo-
litical affairs.

“I’m feeling fear for us, for 
our way of life, for peace in 
Europe (and) for peace in the 
world,” Stelzenmüller said. 
“So much more than Ukraine 
is at stake here, and … I can’t 
tell you with confidence or 
certainty at this point that 
this is going to end well.”

With the different ways of 
how the Russia-Ukraine war 

could end, Stelzenmüller 
then reflected on each pos-
sibility and why they would 
or would not work.

Peace negotiations or a 
ceasefire are highly unlike-
ly, Stelzenmüller said. 

“Vladmir Putin, the dic-
tator of Russia, is not to be 
believed, not to be trusted, 
and would (use) a ceasefire 
or negotiations to regroup 
and attack again,” Stelzen-
müller said. 

Putin has been dangling 
the threat of nuclear weap-
ons for months, and Stel-
zenmüller said this is a “civ-
ilizational breach.”

“This is the first time a 
major power since 1946 has 
threatened the use of nuclear 
power,” Stelzenmüller said. 

Not only is Putin putting 
blocks on Ukraine’s ports, 
he’s also spreading misin-
formation and propaganda, 
she said. 

“Putin has already said 
‘Ukraine is not a country, 
it’s run by Nazis,’ ” Stelzen-
müller said. “It takes some 
doing to refer to a coun-
try that has performed as 
admirably as Ukraine … to 
refer to a country that has 
a Jewish president, as a 
country that is ‘run by Na-
zis.’ That is how perverted 
the Russian disinformation 
war has become.”

Stelzenmüller asked what 
this means for the western 
alliance: the United States, 
Europe and NATO. Coun-
tries that support Ukraine 
have done everything from 
sending weapons, food and 
resources, blocking Russian 
imports from their ports, 
and implementing econom-
ic sanctions.

“I have never seen any-
thing like this,” Stelzen-
müller said. “I have nev-
er seen so much unity, so 
much strength (and) so 
much resolve.”

Countries have to be 
careful about both cutting 
ties with, or staying in-
volved with, Russia. Eco-
nomic fallout has world-
wide ramifications, and will 
affect geopolitics, geoeco-
nomics, health, interna-
tional order in institutions, 
international law, the glob-
al order and America’s own 
domestic politics.

“We may be heading to-
wards something that feels 
perilously like a system 
overload, where we feel our-
selves to be paralyzed be-
cause it’s just all too com-
plicated and too much is at 
stake,” Stelzenmüller said.

The EU, for the first time 
in history, has authorized 
military support and “we’re 
clearly learning to use the 
language of power in Europe 
in ways I didn’t think were 
possible,” she said.

Germany has taken sev-
eral steps to advance aid to 
Ukraine. The German fed-
eral legislature signed an 
additional $100 billion to the 
original 2% in their defense 
budget, to spend extra on 
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This is not just about the fate of 44 million Ukranians, although it is very much that, and I think we owe 
them every (aid) that we can give them. It’s not just about prosperity and global economic stability. … 
This is truly a worldwide fight for freedom, democracy, peace and self-determination as free nations.”

—CONSTANZE STELZENMÜLLER
Fritz Stern Chair on Germany and Trans-Atlantic Relations, 

Center on United States and Europe, 
Brookings Institution

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Constanze Stelzenmüller, the Fritz Stern Chair on Germany and Trans-Atlantic Relations in the Center on United States and Europe at Brookings Institution, delivers her lecture on “Putin’s War: What it Means 
for America’s Role in Europe and the World” on Tuesday in the Amphitheater. 

Brookings’ foreign policy, security expert Stelzenmüller 
outlines implications of ongoing Russian-Ukraine war



Welcome to The African American Heritage 
Corner. Chautauqua Institution has been 
described as an American utopia. In Jeffrey 
Simpson’s 1999 book, Chautauqua: An Amer-

ican Utopia, he writes “Chautauqua could be the perfect 
small town. It reflected that wonderful American curiosity. 
It is contained in this picture-perfect place.” Despite this 
idyllic description, for the majority of its almost 150-year 
existence, the Institution has had no consistent commu-
nity of Black visitors. However, African Americans have 
impacted the very fabric of the Chautauqua experience 
— from arriving on the grounds as performers, musicians, 
scholars and religious speakers, to providing vital services 
through labor as drivers, housekeepers and nannies, to 
the benefit of the overwhelmingly white community. The 
names of African American luminaries, such as Booker T. 
Washington, Marian Anderson and Thurgood Marshall, as 
well as more recent leaders, including Wes Moore and Ima-
ni Perry, loom large.

The African American Heritage House was founded 10 
years ago for the purpose of making the grounds resemble 
the diversity of our world while centering African Amer-
ican voices and experiences. Originally founded as the 
African American Denominational House, it would take on 
several different forms until becoming AAHH. Currently, 
we host a weekly speaker series throughout the summer 
that explores how the weekly theme intersects with the 
experiences of People of Color. Additionally, we engage the 
community through candid Porch Chats, where thinking 
is challenged and vulnerability is cherished. The AAHH 
is dedicated to enriching the Chautauqua community 
through the inclusion of African American history and 
culture, and the contributions of African American intel-
lectuals. In support of AAHH’s mission, every Wednesday 
this column will explore different elements of Black history 
at Chautauqua, drawing on resources from the Institution’s 
archives — often notices buried in the Daily, or ads, or the 
minutiae of  lines in building reports. This history is com-
plex, multifaceted and, at some points, painful. The Civil 
War and the ensuing Reconstruction caused the colliding 
of tectonic plates, ultimately creating new boundaries and 
fault lines. In this moment of transformation, Chautauqua 
was established, only 11 years after the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. Originally formed as a Methodist summer school, 
it quickly transformed into an intellectual and cultural hub. 
African Americans have been vital to the growth of Chau-
tauqua since its beginning. Since the start, the grounds 
have been open to African Americans; however, de facto 
segregation was rampant. Importantly, throughout various 
moments in history, the Institution reflected the racism 
and prejudice of the time. For example, in the 1930s and 
’40s, visitors enjoyed minstrel shows which included black-
face and the popular racist caricatures of Amos & Andy. 
During this time, the all-Black boarding house named the 
Phillis Wheatley Cottage was built and in use, though there 
is no evidence that Wheatley ever spoke at or attended 
a summer season. Though there was no official admin-
istrative policy on segregation, the cultural and societal 
environment was not conducive to racial equity. Currently, 
the AAHH House, at 40 Scott, has historical storyboards, 
written and developed by Emálee Sanfilippo, which tell 
the story of the African American experience during the 
first 25 years of the Institution. This period was marked by 
racial inclusion, though paternalistic, which would change 
at the turn of the century.

 As a 15-year-old Black girl, I visited the Institution for 
the first time in 2013. I was excited by the vibrant intel-
lectual community and plethora of mental stimulation. I 
attended the Chautauqua Opera, talks in the Amphitheater, 
and an Interfaith Lecture. I vividly remember visiting the 
Wes Moore lecture in the Amp and feeling inspired by his 
vulnerability and passion. Five years later, I would become 
a Rhodes Scholar, joining Mr. Moore in the honor. I firmly 
believe in the power of stories, history and vulnerability to 
transform our world. I welcome you to join me.  

— Camille “Mimi” Borders
African American Heritage House Program Director
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DEBORAH TREFTS
STAFF WRITER

Embedded within each of 
Chautauqua Institution’s 
four pillars — art, educa-
tion, recreation and reli-
gion — is the fundamental 
concept of reading.

 Reading is essential for 
identifying a painting’s title, 
grasping the significance 
of (mis)information online, 
studying The Small-Boat 
Sailor’s Bible to pass a skip-
per’s test, transforming a 
musical score into evocative 
sounds, and familiarizing 
oneself with sacred texts.

“What YOU Should Read 
This Summer!” is the topic 
chosen by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club for the first 
presentation in its Chautau-
qua Speaks series. 

At 9:15 a.m. on Thursday 
at the CWC House, Scott Ek-
strom, author and director 
of Smith Memorial Library, 
and Sony Ton-Aime, a Haitian 
poet, essayist, translator and 
Michael I. Rudell Director of 
Literary Arts, will share some 
recommendations. Given their 
unique experiences and quali-
fications, this is also an oppor-
tunity for them to delve into 
multi-disciplinary, cross-cul-
tural and even existential as-
pects of reading.

Sony Ton-Aime 
“I was always interested in 
reading, and still am,” said 
Ton-Aime, who grew up in 
Ouanaminthe, Haiti, where 
his family continues to live. 
“I was very shy … (and) al-
ways comfortable when I had 
a book. My mom was proud 
that I was a reader. She’d al-
ways say, ‘Go to sleep, you’ll 
damage your eyes.’ ”

For Ton-Aime, books 
were a way for him to grow 
and to escape.

“I love the idea of read-
ing,” he said. “I devoured 
books. I wanted to go places, 
and living in Haiti, reading 
was a way of going places.” 

Reading took him to far-
away Paris, Barcelona and 
Budapest — around the world. 

Although it wasn’t until 
sixth grade that Ton-Aime 
began writing, by ninth 
grade he was the editor 
of Tout Feu, Tout Flamme, 
his high school’s literary 
arts magazine. 

“I kept writing, mostly 
poetry, but also stories and 
plays,” Ton-Aime said. “My 
senior year, I was awarded 
a scholarship to Kent State 
(University) for college.”

Because he couldn’t 
speak English — his native 
language is Haitian Creole 
and he was fluent in French 
— Ton-Aime arrived in Kent, 
Ohio, a month ahead of 
most students. He said that 
he and other international 
students spent August and 
their initial fall semester 
learning English as a Second 
Language to prepare for the 
Test of English as a Foreign 
Language. Once they had 
passed, they could effective-
ly pursue their degrees.

“It was so important for 
me to take ESL, because … 
all the people were in the 
same situation,” Ton-Aime 
said. “We bonded over the 
ability to speak (English). 
We formed a communi-
ty and continued taking 
classes together and stay-
ing in the U.S. It’s not only 
learning the language, 
but also having people to 
speak with.”

Moreover, his ESL com-
munity took advantage of 
the opportunity to learn 
about each other’s cultures. 

“That’s where my read-
ing helped,” Ton-Aime said. 
“I had read books from their 
countries. … It’s a sense of 
curiosity that I believe read-
ing and writing (gives) us.”

From Ton-Aime’s view-
point, reading isn’t preten-
tious. 

“It’s coming from a place 

of caring: an opportunity to 
learn and to teach, and to 
pass on knowledge,” Ton-
Aime said. “It’s important 
for our survival and the 
survival of passing down 
genes. It’s a way of keep-
ing our culture and history 
alive. It’s a human thing to 
pass down our knowledge.”

At first, Ton-Aime took 
mainly math courses. He 
studied accounting and 
completed the require-
ments to major in business 
administration. It wasn’t 
until his final semester at 
KSU that he was able to 
take writing courses. 

Ton-Aime graduated in 
2014 and returned to Hai-
ti, where he worked as the 
accountant supervisor for 
a manufacturing firm that 
made handbags and lunch 
bags. Writing, however, was 
so important to him that af-
ter he left work for the day, 
he went home and wrote.

In 2016, Ton-Amie ap-
plied for KSU’s Master of 
Fine Arts program, and 
simultaneously informed 
his company that while he 
loved working for them, he 
couldn’t stop writing, so 
he couldn’t continue there. 
Happily, KSU accepted him. 

As a graduate fellow at 
the College of Arts & Sci-
ences’ Wick Poetry Cen-
ter, which is one of just 10 
American poetry centers, 
and the only one with an 
extensive range of local, 
regional and national ac-
tivities, Ton-Aime honed in 
on English poetry.

“I do believe that if you 
study anything in a lan-
guage you have to master, 
it should be poetry,” he 
said. “Poetry gives you the 
opportunity to reimagine a 
completely different word, 
and a completely different 
language, as well. I speak 
English, but the English I 
speak is my English.” 

While speaking with Chau-
tauquans, Ton-Aime is actu-
ally making up a language. 

“I am translating from 
Haitian Creole to French 
to English. The language 
(Chautauquans) get is an 
amalgam of those languag-
es. It is not fully Haitian 
Creole, French or English,” 
he said. Although at times 
he makes mistakes, he said 
that poetry allows for that. 

“We do not come to po-
etry as a way to understand. 
We come to poetry to ques-
tion our beliefs, but also to 
see things in different ways,” 
Ton-Aime said. “And that’s 
why I can share a poem with 
everyone and we will have 
different interpretations.”

While he was pursuing 
his MFA, Ton-Aime went to 
elementary schools, high 
schools and prisons as part 
of Wick’s award-winning 
Traveling Stanzas project.

“I wanted to participate 
in everything,” Ton-Aime 
said. “There was this pro-
fessor at Kent State in so-
ciology, Christopher Dum; 
he had a grant for the Lake 
Erie Correctional (Institu-
tion) in Conneaut (Ohio), 
and he asked if anyone 
would like to go and teach 
poetry. I said, ‘Yes.’ ”

In 2017, the weekly ses-
sions led to the decision to 
publish the inmates’ work 

as a series of chapbooks 
titled ID13. Ton-Aime, an 
ID13 co-founding editor, 
said that “ID” represented 
the prisoners’ practice of 
signing their poems with 
their prison identification 
numbers rather than their 
names. “13” refers to the 
13th Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, which abol-
ished slavery “… except 
as punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted …” 

 “Prisoners can be treat-
ed as slaves,” Ton-Aime 
said. “I’ve moved on, but 
ID13 is still going on. Some 
of the prisoners are out 
now and writing books.” 

A former inmate who 
contributed his work to 
ID13 participated in the 
June 2022 Chautauqua 
Writers’ Festival; ID13 
chapbooks were included 
in the materials provided.

Moving on for Ton-Aime 
meant completing his MFA 
in creative writing and po-
etry, representing the Wick 
Poetry Center after Chau-
tauqua Institution initiat-
ed a relationship with Kent 
State, and writing LaWom-
ann, a chapbook published 
in 2019 by Ironworks Press.

During the 2018 and 2019 
seasons, Ton-Aime managed 
Wick’s Traveling Stanzas 
exhibit, housed in Chautau-
qua’s Poetry Makerspace. He 
also worked as a liaison for 
writers-in-residence at the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Cen-
ter and served as a mentor 
to the Center’s literary arts 
undergraduate interns.

Ton-Aime then joined 
the staff of the Cleve-
land-based, youth-oriented 
literary arts organization 
Lake Erie Ink as program 
operation coordinator. 
While on staff he produced 
the Haitian Creole trans-
lation of the book Olympic 
Hero: The Lennox Kilgour’s 
Story, and co-developed 
the Haitian Creole course 
on Duolingo.

In January 2020, short-
ly before the emergence of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Ton-Aime became the In-
stitution’s director of liter-
ary arts and then, in 2021, 
the Michael I. Rudell Direc-
tor of Literary Arts 

Among other publica-
tions, his work has appeared 
and is forthcoming in Artful 
Dodge, La Revista PingPong, 
The Oakland Review, Dunes 
Review, Poets.org, The Idaho 
Review, Hunger Mountain 
Review and Cleveland Re-
view of Books. 

Ton-Aime said that on 
Thursday he’ll share book 
recommendations and talk 
about the importance of 
reading at Chautauqua.

“Chautauqua is the ide-
al place,” he said. “It was 
made, really, for reading. 
… (Chautauqua’s) found-
ers put together a lifelong 
project that for almost 150 
years (has been) sustained 
through reading.”

Scott Ekstrom 
Beginning his eighth season 
and year as the director of 
the Smith, Scott Ekstrom is 
also keen on venturing be-
yond summer book sugges-
tions, in part by addressing 

FAQs about the library such 
as: How he decides which 
books to buy, and, given 
space limitations, which 
books to remove from the 
library’s collection.

“I might approach the 
topic a little ironically — 
how do you decide what 
to read?” Ekstrom said. 
“I’m interested in that and 
in what motivates people. 
Professionally, I love rec-
ommendations because 
Chautauquans are such dis-
cerning readers. … So many 
people (here) are connect-
ed to the written word.” 

What’s new at the Smith 
— including Kanopy, the 
library’s free streaming 
service — is a topic that 
Ekstrom thinks will be of 
general interest. 

“We have just been trying 
out (Kanopy) this spring, 
and it will soon be going 
system-wide through-
out the Chautauqua-Cat-
taraugus Library System,” 
he said. “It started at the 
Smith because people are 
spending a lot of money on 
streaming services and … 
many films are no longer 
coming out on DVD.”

A native of Chautauqua 
County, Ekstrom’s profes-
sional route into reading 
began at Houghton Col-
lege, where he majored and 
earned a secondary teach-
ing certification in English. 
At Christian Central Acad-
emy in Buffalo, he taught 
Advanced Placement En-
glish for two years.

Because “literature in 
3D” intrigued him, he en-
joyed performing and 
theater as a child, and he 
was seeking a permanent 
teaching certification, Ek-
strom headed to England to 
earn a master’s in text and 
performance, offered joint-
ly by the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art and King’s 
College London. 

At King’s College, he took 
literature classes in the 
morning, and at RADA, he 
was on his feet with work-
ing professionals delving 
into scene studies in the 
afternoon and evening.

Returning to Western 
New York, he taught middle 
school students at West-
field Academy and Central 
School for a year before be-
ing drawn back into acting. 
This time, Ekstrom’s desti-
nation was New York City.

Lamb’s Theatre, which 
specialized in musical pro-
ductions, was in the Man-
hattan Church of The Naz-
arene. Ekstrom said that 
when he wasn’t immersed 
in shows — such as tour-
ing with the musical Ellis 
Island — he worked for the 
church. He also spent time 
in Los Angeles before head-
ing back to his home base 
to focus on writing.

While working in the 
Chautauqua Bookstore’s 
book department, Ek-
strom wrote most of his 
first book, Confessions of a 
Christian Sinner, copies of 
which are available at the 
bookstore. From the first 
chapter (“Sex, God, and 
Musical Theatre”) to the 
last (“Jesus Doesn’t Want 
Me for a Film Star”), Con-
fessions provides addition-
al biographical information 
on Ekstrom. It also refers to 
current events and leaves 
room for a sequel, which, as 
it happens, is in the works. 

“It’s pretty much struc-
tured,” Ekstrom said. “I’ve 
done a fair amount of writ-
ing, and some of it is final.” 

His working title: Saint-
hood for the Middle-Aged.

Ekstrom hit all four of 
Chautauqua’s pillars in 
Confessions. The body of 
work that Ton-Aime has 
produced to date has, as 
well. Reading their writings 
this summer, in addition 
to those they recommend, 
would be enlightening.

For CHQ Speaks, Ton-Aime, Ekstrom 
delve into reading for Women’s Club

TON-AIME EKSTROM

COLUMN FROM  
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE HOUSE

The African American 
Heritage Corner
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R E L I G I O N

Choosing to stay gives us a chance to go deeper in life we have

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Washington, preaches Sunday in the Amphitheater.

“Staying put may seem like settling for less. 
Making the choice to stay is an internal strug-
gle, but in deciding to stay we go deeper into 
the life we have,” said the Rt. Rev. Mariann 

Edgar Budde at the 9:15 a.m. Tuesday morning ecumenical 
worship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was 
“Deciding to Stay,” and the scripture was John 6:60-68.

Budde began her sermon by telling the story of Ian 
Bedloe, the main character in Anne Tyler’s Saint Maybe. 
Ian blames himself for his brother’s suicide. He begins 
to wander the streets of Baltimore and comes across the 
Church of the Second Chance. When Ian confesses his 
guilt about his brother’s death, the pastor, Reverend Em-
mett says that forgiveness is possible through atonement.

Ian drops out of school, gets a job to help support his 
brother’s children and moves in with his parents. Howev-
er, forgiveness eludes him.

One day, Reverend Emmett walks Ian home from 
church and asks him what is wrong. Ian says he feels like 
he is wasting away and he needs to get on with his life. 
Reverend Emmett tells him: “Ian, this is your life. View 
your burdens as a gift.” 

“Reverend Emmett’s words are gospel to me,” Budde said.
In her own life, Budde found herself in her 30s, married 

with two children and a job she loved, but it was hard for 
her to talk about her feeling of being trapped. 

“I chose to embrace the cost and gift of stability. We 
can learn faithfulness by walking in small steps, and we 
can make a difference in a small corner of the world,” she 
told the congregation. 

Choosing to stay takes many forms, but staying re-
quires remaining wholehearted, not floating through life, 
being fully present. It takes courage to leave or to stay, 
but with staying comes a deeper understanding of what 
staying means.

In John’s Gospel, the crowds begin to melt away from 
Jesus. He turned to his disciples, the closest 12, and asked 
them, “What about you?” Peter answered, “To whom 
would we go?” 

The disciples’ destinies were bound to Jesus’ destiny.
Budde noted that in our faith families, many leaders un-

derstand why people leave the faith. But why do people stay? 
“We get to the point where we question what we be-

lieved to be true and our leaders fail us. What keeps us 
from going stale?” she asked the congregation. “Where 
else would I go? I have come too far with Jesus; I have 
never lost faith in him, and I am inspired by those who live 
in his light.”

One of the people who live by Jesus’ light, according 
to Budde, is the V. Rev. Kelly Brown Douglas, dean of the 
Episcopal Divinity School at Union Theological Seminary 
in New York and canon theologian at the Washington Na-
tional Cathedral. She will be the chaplain for Chautauqua 
during Week Eight.

Douglas, Budde said, is very open about her struggle as 
a Black woman, given the harm done to Black people by 
good Christians who participated in lynchings. Douglas is 
inspired by the witness of her grandmothers. They were 
aware that the people participating in the lynchings were 
not really Christian; they were not following the faith of 

Jesus. Douglas says she is a Christian because of the faith 
of her grandmothers.

“(Douglas) keeps me on my toes and helps me look at 
difficult truths that I could ignore. I stay for her sake and 
for ours,” Budde said.

Stability is not often associated with sacrificial love. 
Looking beneath the surface tells another story.

In his Monday morning lecture, Fareed Zakaria, Indi-
an-American journalist and political commentator, said 
that Franklin D. Roosevelt was responsible for the eco-
nomic and political world order after World War II. 

“He could not have done it without Eleanor Roosevelt. 
They are icons of stability, compassion and courage,” 
Budde said. “But their iconic marriage could not stand the 
scrutiny of today’s tabloids.”

The Roosevelts almost divorced in 1918 after Eleanor con-
fronted Franklin about his affair with Lucy Mercer. Franklin’s 
mother, Sara Roosevelt, who lived with Eleanor and Franklin 
and ran the household, was mortified and threatened to cut 
Franklin off financially if he divorced Eleanor. 

Franklin pouted and tried to find a way to keep his 
relationship with Lucy without giving up his political 
ambitions. On her part, Eleanor was uncharacteristically 
decisive. Through their friend Louis Howe, Eleanor and 
Franklin negotiated the terms of their marriage. Eleanor 
would not stay in a marriage where she was not wanted. 
Franklin’s love of politics was greater than his love for 
Lucy and he promised to never see her again — a promise 
he did not keep. 

Eleanor had deferred to her mother-in-law and had 
been submissive to Franklin. 

“Eleanor gave herself the gift of her self and took the 
reins of her life. She came to a new view: The life you live 
is your own,” Budde said. 

Eleanor demanded assurance that Franklin needed 
her as a life partner. When Franklin was struck with polio 
in 1921, she and Howe kept his political aspirations alive. 
They knew he was destined for greatness. Eleanor became 
a partner with Franklin, and they shared values, mutual 
need and affection. She was his most trusted adviser, and 
he defended her when she spoke out.

“The cost and consequence for Eleanor to stay was to 
be a partner, to give her heart to others. She was deter-
mined to live a life that mattered to her, defending justice, 
peace and human rights,” Budde said. 

Budde told the congregation that “for us less wide-
ly consequential, our impact can reach farther than we 
know. Few see the choice to stay as an heroic journey; it 
is a private struggle. We need time to reflect, to trust our 
inner compass.”

There is no path for the choice to stay. People learn from 
others and, most importantly, from their own reflection. 

“There is nothing passive in choosing to stay,” Budde 
said. “The paradox is that choosing to stay invites us to 
start something new.”

The Rev. George Wirth, retired senior pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, presided. Craig McKee, from 
Terre Haute, Indiana, read the scripture. Nicholas Stigall, 
organ scholar, played “Élévation en si bémol majeur,” by 
Léon Boëllmann, for the prelude. The Motet Choir, under 
the direction of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music 
and holder of the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organ, sang 
“Have You Heard God’s Voice,” words and music by Jacqui 
G. Jones, music arranged by Frederick Chatfield. Stigall 
provided accompaniment on the Massey Memorial Organ. 
Stigall played “Sortie en si bémol majeur,” by Léon Boëll-
mann. Support for this week’s chaplaincy is provided by 
the Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to offer reprints of photos that appear in its pages through a new 
online service that will allow you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds. Prints are available 
for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” and 11”x14” — and will be delivered to your preferred address, 
whether at Chautauqua or at home. Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS

@chqdaily

We get to the point where we question what we 
believed to be true and our leaders fail us. What keeps 
us from going stale? Where else would I go? I have 
come too far with Jesus; I have never lost faith in him, 
and I am inspired by those who live in his light.”

—RT. REV. MARIANN EDGAR BUDDE
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Difficulty Level 6/29
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TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT FOR SALE

HAPPY AD

NOTICES

Classic men’s Raleigh 3 speed 
bicycle $200 Phone:(716) 450-
8151

Boat Rentals. Power, Pontoon, 
Fishing Boats. Chautauqua 
Marina 716.753.3913. www.
ChautauquaMarina.com Fun in 
the Sun!

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks 
or a full season delivered 
directly to your Chautauqua 
residence. Not on the 
grounds? Call the Daily at 
716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 
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C O M M U N I T Y

Karen Goodell

Associate R.E. Broker
917-670-1900

Lynne Gruel

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-720-1977

Ruth Nelson Deborah 'Debbie' Rowe AnnaMarie Sischo

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-397-4382

FEATURED
VACATION RENTALS

17 Unit 1C N. Simpson Ave.

STUDIO | 1BA | $199,000

Cozy efficiency condo located close
to the Amp, Athenaeum and Bestor
Plaza, with a large, screened in porch.

Listing Agent: Jan Friend-Davis

Listing Agent: Ruth Nelson

Steps to the Amp! Enjoy CHQ any
time of year in this lovely unit with an
open living/dining area, two porches
and beautiful solid wood flooring.

Listing Agent: Ruth Nelson

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

14 South Lake Dr. Unit #2A

4BR | 3BA | $998,000
Lakefront condo with an open floor
plan, large porch and wide-open lake
views! Great location near the Amp.,
Main Dock,  Bestor Plaza and more.

11 Roberts Ave. Unit #1A

1BR | 1BA | $185,000

Make your CHQ dream a reality this
summer! Just steps to the plaza, Amp,
the lake and more! This first floor unit
is offered fully furnished. 

25 Waugh Ave. #4

1BR | 1BA | $172,900

PENDING SALE

Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

44 South Ave.

5BR | 3BA | $589,000

So much potential and can be used
as a single or multi-family home!
Great location, parking and new roof
added in 2015. A must see!

NEW THIS SEASON!

Arcade 34

1BR | 1.1BA | SLEEPS 4
$1,500/week base rent

Well appointed condo close to Bestor
Plaza, the Amp, and most activities
on the Grounds. Offered fully
furnished with tasteful decor!

Listing Agent:  Karen Goodell

15 Ames Ave. Unit #6

1BR | 1BA | $169,900

Listing Agent: Heather Chase

27 Scott Ave.

6BR | 4BA | $489,000

Chautauqua charm in a great
central location. This newly refreshed
home offers tons of comfortable
space & natural light! 

84 Stoessel Ave.

3BR | 3.1BA | $550,000
Enjoy Chautauqua living in this
beautiful, custom-built home! Loads
of natural light and serenity, tucked
away in a private cul-de-sac.

Listing Agent: Ruth Nelson

NEW LISTING

NEW THIS SEASON!

Chautauqua Haven Condo

2BR | 2BA | SLEEPS 7
$1,750.00-2,500/week base rent

Curious what your home

might be worth? 

Scan here to find out! 

Celebrating 40 Years of Real Estate
Experience in Chautauqua!

Team VP/Vacation Properties can provide you with
information on all properties listed for sale. 

716.357.2307  |  1 Morris Avenue on Bestor Plaza |  MyTeamVP.com

Timeshare Intervals for Sale

FOR ALL LISTINGS AND VACATION RENTALS,

VISIT MYTEAMVP.COM

Welcome Back to Chautauqua!

Rebecca 'Becky' Colburn

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-499-3054

Janice 'Jan' Friend-Davis

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-664-0672

Associate R.E. Broker
716-708-9980

Associate R.E. Broker
716-640-6507

Johanna 'Hanna' Soffel -Briggs

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-450-4319

William "Bill" Soffel

Broker/Owner
716-490-2596

Heather Chase

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
724-553-6051

Tena Dills

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-397-7790

Heather Shea-Canaley

Licensed R.E. Salesperson
716-708-5000

Jennifer Burkhart

585-698-7211
Associate R.E. Broker

#C4 Interval 1

3BR | 2.1BA | $12,000
Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

#C4 Interval 2 - PENDING

3BR | 2.1BA | $9,500
Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

#B3 Interval 8

3BR | 2.1BA | $9,000
Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

#B5 Interval 1 - PENDING

3BR | 2.1BA | $8,500
Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

#B5 Interval 9

3BR | 2.1BA | $8,500
Listing Agent: Becky Colburn

#A3 Interval 11

3BR | 2.1BA | $4,500
Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

#A4 Interval 13/14

3BR | 2.1BA | $1,000
Listing Agent: Tena Dills

#B4 Interval 20

3BR | 2.1BA | $250
Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

20 ELM LN.,

CHAUTAUQUA

Properties Sold Year to Date

PROPERTY

40 Scott Ave.

68 Crescent Ave.

33 Scott Ave.

20 Elm Ln #D5

5 S Terrace #A

46 Peck Ave.

25 Waugh Ave. Unit #2

28 Ramble Ave.

20 Elm Ln. #B3 Int. 10

SOLD PRICE

$905,000

$700,000

$407,500

$355,500

$352,000

$249,000

$221,500

$120,000

$4,000

Loew Religious Lectureship Fund provides 
for interfaith lectures from Singh, Battle
The Ralph W. Loew Reli-
gious Lectureship Fund of 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
provides funding for the 
Interfaith Lectures today 
and Thursday with Michael 
Battle and Satpal Singh, re-
spectively, at 2 p.m. in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

Ralph Loew first became 
involved with Chautauqua 
in 1948 as a visiting chaplain. 
He served as director of the 
Department of Religion for 
10 years. The endowment 
was established in 1988 upon 
his retirement. Loew served 
as a trustee of the Institu-
tion from 1987 to 1991. 

As pastor of Buffalo’s Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Loew received many honors 

for community service. 
He received the Red Jack-

et Award from The Buffalo 
and Erie County Histori-
cal Society; honors from 
Medaille College, Daemen 
University and Canisius 
College; and the Chancel-
lor’s Award from the Uni-
versity of Buffalo — the in-
stitution’s most prestigious 
award. The State Univer-
sity of New York, which 
represents the state’s 64 
colleges and universities, 
honored him; four SUNY 
colleges awarded him hon-
orary degrees.

For 30 years, Loew au-
thored a weekly column in 
the Buffalo Courier-Express 
newspaper. The column was 

nationally syndicated for 
six years. His 1956 Easter 
sermon was selected by Life 
magazine as one of six no-
table sermons of that year. 
He wrote five books. 

His family published a 
book of his columns, This 
Faith Tremendous, in 1999. 

Loew served as chair-
man of the board of trustees 
of the Margaret L. Wendt 
Foundation. 

He was also active on 
the boards of Habitat for 
Humanity, Hospice of Buf-
falo, Western New York 
Grantmakers Association, 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Foundation and the Samar-
itan Counseling Center. He 
spoke at conferences in Eu-

rope, Asia, India and South 
America, and on two oc-
casions was a preacher for 
churches in England and 
Scotland. He was listed in 
Who’s Who in America and 
Who’s Who in the World. 

The 1988 Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Cir-
cle graduating class was 
named after him as the 
Ralph W. Loew Class.

Loew’s daughter Jan-
et and her husband Mi-
chael Day continue to be 
active members of the 
Chautauqua communi-
ty. His grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren in the 
Day, Domanski and Eng-
dahl families continue to 
enjoy Chautauqua.

The Charles and Gail 
Gamble Lecture Endow-
ment provides funding for 
Kathryn E. Stoner’s lec-
tureat 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater.

The Charles and Gail 
Gamble Lecture Endow-
ment was established in 
2013 by Gail and Charles 
“Chip” Gamble. The morn-
ing lecture is a priority in 
the Chautauqua program-
ming for the Gambles, and 
something they try to do to-
gether each day. They agree 
that any subject can come 
alive with a quality speak-
er. When choosing a way 
to support the Institution 
and the Promise Campaign, 
a lecture endowment was 
a logical choice to help en-
sure engaging Chautauquan 

speakers now and in the fu-
ture. Chip is an avid tennis 
player, and you will see him 
on the courts in the after-
noons. He currently serves 
on the Chautauqua Founda-
tion Board of Directors. Gail 
is a board member of the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club. 
Both Chip and Gail are sup-
porters of the Chautauqua 
Visual Arts. The Gambles 
began coming to Chautau-
qua in 2000 and thorough-
ly enjoy their “second life”  
apart from their hometown 
of Dunedin, Florida, where 
they have lived since 1976. 
They have one daughter, 
Sarah, who is an assistant 
professor of architecture 
at the University of Florida, 
a son-in-law, Jason, and a 
grandson, Wyatt.

Gamble Lecture Endowment 
supports Stoner’s presentation
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6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market 

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury 
(Theravada Buddhism/Mindfulness 
Meditation.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 (8–8:30) Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Deciding to Start.” The Rt. Rev. 
Mariann Edgar Budde, bishop, 
Episcopal Diocese of Washington. 
Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Everyday Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:15 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) “Climate Change and Us.” 
Kaitlyn McGrath, meteorologist, 
WUSA-TV, Washington, D.C. Hurlbut 
Sanctuary and Zoom

10:00 Opera Conservatory Masterclass. 
Marlena Malas. Masks required. 
Sherwood Marsh Piano Studio

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Russia Resurrected: Its Power and 
Purpose in a New Global Order.” 
Kathryn E. Stoner, author, Russia 
Ressurected: Its Power and Purpose 
in a New Global Order. Amphitheater

12:15 Women in Ministry. Hall of 
Missions

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Quaker House

12:30 Language Hour. CWC House

12:30 (12:30–1:30) “Knowledge 
Production and Foreign Policy.” 
Ann Wainscott, assistant professor 
of political science, Miami University 
of Ohio. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Torn tissue 
art. All ages. Bestor Plaza

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake and 
Institution grounds while kayaking 
along the shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:00 Wear Whites for English Lawn 
Bowling. Fee. Bowling green

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“America’s Global Conscience: Is 
Anyone Irreconcilable?” The Very 
Rev. Michael Battle, director, 
Desmond Tutu Center, General 
Theological Seminary. Hall of 
Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:30 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Aaron 
Williams, former director of the 
Peace Corps. Hall of Philosophy

3:30 (3:30–4:30) Contemporary Issues 
Dialogues. Nikolas K. Gvosdev, 
professor of national security 
affairs, U.S. Naval War College. 
Chautauqua Women’s Club

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Here We Are.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Catholic House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) UCC House

4:00 Reception with Friends. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) For 

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market 

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury 
(Theravada Buddhism/Mindfulness 
Meditation.) Donation. Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:30 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Ken Blankenship. Binoculars 
encouraged. Meet at Smith Wilkes 
Hall entrance

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Accepting What We Do Not 
Choose.” The Rt. Rev. Mariann 
Edgar Budde, bishop, Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington. 
Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Maimonides on Psychology.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “What YOU Should 
Read this Summer!” Sony Ton-
Aime, Michael I. Rudell Director 
of Literary Arts, Chautauqua 
Institution. Scott Eckstrom, 

director, Smith Memorial Library. 
CWC House

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Kori Schake, director, Foreign and 
Defense Policy Studies, American 
Enterprise Institute. Amphitheater

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
“Indecent: The Beauty of 
Indecency.” Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Fred Zirm, poetry. Dave 
Northrup, short stories. For more 
information, visit chq.org/fcwc. 
Zoom

12:30 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation Seminar (Practice 
and Discussion). Presenter: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury 
(Theravada Buddhism/Mindfulness 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30  Brown Bag. Quaker Perspectives 
on the Weekly Theme. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Gretchen Castle, Friend of the 
week (chaplain). Quaker House, 28 
Ames and Zoom (email friend@
quakerschq.org)

12:30 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) DIY fuzzy 
friends. All ages. Bestor Plaza

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Global Consciousness in an 
Interconnected World.” Satpal 
Singh, member, Religions for Peace 
USA Executive Council; former 
chair, World Sikh Council, American 
Region. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:30 CLSC PRESENTATION. Jane 
Hirshfield, author, Ledger. Hall of 
Philosophy

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion.) African American 
Heritage House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Baptist House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Presbyterian House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) United Methodist House

4:00 School of Music Piano Program 
Masterclass. Alexander 
Gavrylyuk. Masks required. 
Donations welcome. Sherwood 
Marsh Piano Studio

4:15 Purple Martin Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin. Meet at purple 
martin houses at Sports Club

4:15 Chautauqua Softball League 
Kids’ Pickup Game. Extra gloves 
available. Sharpe Field

4:15 Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) 
Bean bag basketball. All ages. 
Timothy’s Playground

5:30 An Evening of Song. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Opera Company.) 
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

6:00 Meet the Filmmaker Event. “The 
Automat.” Q-and-A with director 
Lisa Hurwitz. Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Disciples of Christ House

6:30 PFLAG Chapter Meeting. 
(Programmed by the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation.) 
“Come out, come out Whoever 
you are!” Unitarian Universalist 
Denominational House

6:45 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist 101

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Opening Night 
2022.” Rossen Milanov, conductor. 
Amphitheater

• J.S. Smith/Damrosch: Star 
Spangled Banner

• Jessie Montgomery: Banner

• Jean Sibelius: Symphony No. 2 in D 
major, op. 43

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Members of the Dance Theatre of Harlem perform Monday in the Amphitheater.

more information, visit chq.org/
fcwc. Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall porch

4:00 School of Music Piano Program 
Masterclass. Alexander Kobrin. 
Masks required. Donations welcome. 
Sherwood Marsh Piano Studio

4:15 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, forester. Meet at lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

4:15 STEM at the Water. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) All 
ages. Children’s Beach

4:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation. Leader: Kim Hehr 
(Gong Meditation). Hurlbut Sanctuary

5:00 Meet the Filmmaker Event. “The 
Automat.” Q-and-A with director 
Lisa Hurwitz. Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema 

6:00 Your CHQ Conversation. 
(Programmed by Youth and Family 
Programs.) Young Adult Gathering 
Space (Heinz Beach)

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Lutheran House

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

8:15 SPECIAL. An Evening Piano 
Recital with Alexander Gavrylyuk. 
Amphitheater
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