
Weather goes here

NICHOLE JIANG
STAFF WRITER

Wu Fei plays the guzheng, a 21-string Chinese zither with over 
2,000 years of history. She has traveled and played all over the 
world — Beijing, New York City, Belgium, Tennessee — and her 
next stop is Chautauqua. 

Amid a week of morning and afternoon lectures, the Chi-
nese-American composer, musician and singer will address this 
week’s theme of “China and the World” through music. Fei is set to 
perform at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater. 

What makes Fei’s musical style unique is her mixing of tradi-
tional Chinese and Western sounds with a contemporary spin. 
She will perform some original pieces tonight as she dives into 
Week One’s theme. 

Even though Fei loves playing the guzheng, she didn’t choose 
this instrument — her parents did.

“It was a typical Chinese kid thing,” Fei said. “You didn’t 
really get to choose what to study.” 

NICHOLE JIANG
STAFF WRITER

Michael Pillsbury, who has several 
decades of experience with han-
dling U.S. and China relations, is set 
to give a lecture at 10:30 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater. Pillsbury 
served as President Donald Trump’s 
key adviser on U.S. strategy with 
China and is a senior fellow and di-
rector for Chinese strategy at the 
Hudson Institute. 

Pillsbury is a distinguished de-
fense policy adviser who not only 
served as assistant undersecretary 
of defense for policy planning, but 
who was also responsible for the 
implementation of the program of 
covert aid known as the Reagan 
Doctrine during the Reagan ad-
ministration. 

He also had a part in President 
Jimmy Carter’s decision in 1980 to 

initiate military 
and intelligence 
ties with China. 

A d d i t i o n a l -
ly, Pillsbury also 
served as a spe-
cial assistant for 
Asian affairs in the 
Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense 
under President 

George H. W. Bush.
Furthermore, Pillsbury has 

also helped draft the Senate La-
bor Committee version of the leg-
islation that created the U.S. In-
stitute of Peace in 1984. 

He is also a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations and 
the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. 

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

To understand China and life, 
Robin Wang believes Taoism holds 
many answers.

Taoism is an ancient Chi-
nese philosophy now practiced 
around the world. Taoists focus 
on harmonizing with the natural 
world through meditation prac-
tices similar to that in Buddhism 
and Hinduism. 

“I want to make the connec-
tion of how we can understand 
ancient wisdom and then living a 
flourished life in the 21st centu-
ry,” Wang said.

At 1 p.m. today in the Amphi-
theater, Wang will discuss Taoism 
in her lecture, “The Dao/Tao of 
Transcending: Yinyang Rhythm, 
Body Cultivation, and a Case of 
Religious Practice in China To-
day,” part of the Week One Inter-
faith Lecture Series, “21st Century 
Religion in China: Collaboration, 

C o m p e t i t i o n , 
Confrontation?”

Wang is a 
philosophy pro-
fessor at Loyola 
Marymount Uni-
versity in Los 
Angeles. She is 
the author of 
YinYang: The 
Way of Heaven 
and Earth in Chinese Thought and 
Culture and several other books 
and academic journal articles.

Taoism is a foundation, or root, 
of Chinese culture, Wang said, in-
fluencing all aspects of life — from 
medicine to art to cooking. She 
said Taoism can answer philo-
sophical questions like the origin 
of the universe, what things are 
made of, and how things change. 

She said learning “supple-
ness,” the ability to adapt to new 
situations, is an important as-
pect of Taoism.

“A way to think about it is 
how bamboo blows in the wind,” 
she said. “It is resilience that 
will never break.”

Suppleness is what’s cur-
rently driving Wang in her pro-
fessional and personal life. She 
said it’s about searching for 
truth and practicing goodness.

“Personally, I see it as be-
ing a mother,” she said. “How 
should you guide your children? 
Be a teacher. How do you help 
the next generation grow? You 
don’t have a fixed mindset, but 
you have a growth mindset.”

COVID-19 is a key example of 
how humans deal with uncer-
tainty, Wang said. 

“Uncertainty is a living condi-
tion,” she said. “How should we 
go about it?”

Wang recently finished teach-
ing a summer course on rituals 
and meditation. 

See FEI, Page 4

2 ‘Don’ts,’ 1 ‘Do’ — Talbot urges congregation to action | Page 5

A crowd leaves the Amphitheater after Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and writer Mei Fong delivered the morning lecture on Tuesday. KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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T H E A T E R

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Some say their careers come 
full circle at a point. For Sto-
ri Ayers, the associate artis-
tic director of the Chautau-
qua Theater Company, that 
is exactly the case.

Ayers is directing CTC’s 
first theater production this 
summer, Blood at the Root; 
she originated the lead role 
in its debut at Pennsylvania 
State University back in 2014. 
At Chautauqua, Blood at the 
Root will continue its run to-
day at 4 p.m. at the Perfor-
mance Pavilion on Pratt.

To Ayers, though, coming 
back to this production is 
not merely another oppor-
tunity — it is a calling. Her 
mother was a social worker 
and her father was a police 
officer; she doesn’t see her 
occupation as much differ-
ent than theirs.

“As an artist, I really do 
feel like I am in a service po-
sition,” Ayers said. “My job 
is to serve this story. And if 
the story says, ‘You need to 
breathe life in this charac-

ter,’ then that’s what 
I’m supposed to do. 
If it says, ‘You need 
to have the bigger 
vision, and tell the 
story (a certain way),’ 
then that’s what I’m 
supposed to do. It 
could be the same 
story and at different 
times in my life, depending 
on what it needs, (it changes) 
how it needs me to serve.”

Her mother, Angela Fields, 
knew early on that Ayers 
was different than most kids 
her age.

“She was a very talk-
ative 5-year-old,” Fields said. 
“Growing up in a southern 
background, children didn’t 
speak unless you were spo-
ken to. Stori was the type 
who would be very observant 
and engage adults in a con-
versation, and by me being a 
young mom, I was thinking, 
‘Oh my God, I hope she isn’t 
being disrespectful.’ ”

When Ayers was younger, 
Fields did not understand 
the magnitude and capa-
bility of her daughter’s gift 
of performing until Ayers 
portrayed Captain Hook in 
a summer camp produc-
tion of Peter Pan. Fields was 
shocked at her commitment 
to the character, almost to 
the point of embarrassment. 

“I got stopped by moms 
and other attendees at the 
play and they were asking 
me if she took any special 
personal acting training,” 
Fields said. “At that time I 
was a single mom, I couldn’t 
afford anything like that, and 
I didn’t even know that was 
something that Stori was 
even interested in, but I saw 
something very different on 
that stage. I literally thought 
she was doing the most. I re-
ally did. But at that moment, 
that’s when I realized that 
she had this ‘It’ factor.”

Ayers earned her bache-
lor’s degree from Mary Bald-
win University, but it was 
when she was pursuing her 
master’s degree in acting at 
Penn State University that 
she got her big break as the 
lead role of Raylynn in Blood 
at the Root. Playwright Dom-

inique Morisseau 
wrote the play for 
the 2014 graduat-
ing class, and wrote 
Raylynn specifically 
for Ayers.

After the ini-
tial run at Penn 
State, Ayers and her 
classmates raised 

$250,000 by performing at all 
of Penn State’s branch cam-
puses — funds which numer-
ous organizations from the 
university (including the Penn 
State School of Theatre and 
the Office of the Executive 
Vice President and Provost) 
matched. Subsequently, the 
show was able to tour inter-
nationally. Ayers and her class 
brought the show to the Ken-
nedy Center in Washington 
D.C., New York City, Scotland, 
South Africa and Australia. 
In Australia, she and the cast 
won a Graham F. Smith Peace 
Foundation Prize for the 
show’s message and themes.

While the show already 
meant a great deal to the 
original cast and crew, the 
continuous headlines of 
Black men dying at the hands 
of police pushed them even 
further, implementing com-
munity outreach in the plac-
es they brought the show. 

After the first show in 
South Africa, when the 
cast and crew looked at 
their phones, they learned 
about the shooting of Tray-
von Martin. After a show in 
Scotland, they learned of 
the death of Eric Garner at 
the hands of the New York 
Police Department after ille-
gally selling loose cigarettes.

“Things kept happen-
ing that made us feel like 
we needed to keep doing 
the work,” Ayers said. “And 
that’s really what kept the 
engine going.”

Since the show’s debut, 
Ayers has been in and direct-
ed multiple theater produc-
tions ranging from A Raisin 
in the Sun to past CTC pro-
ductions of The Christians 
and Detroit ’67, and even a 
supporting role in the TBS 
sitcom “The Last O.G.,” play-
ing Tiffany Haddish’s best 
friend. She has been coming 

to Chautauqua since 2017.
“(Chautauqua) is a place 

where, early in their career, 
anybody could come and 
practice their craft,” she said. 
“It’s a place where you get to 
find your voice as an artist 
and as a leader. To be chal-
lenged. Be a visionary.”

Ayers got to direct Blood 
at the Root at the University 
of Michigan, but she is excit-
ed for the opportunity to di-
rect it again, and to try and 
do things differently. 

“If I’m being fair, the first 
time I directed (Blood at the 
Root), I think I did a lot of 
mimicking what we did in 
our (original) production,” 
Ayers said. “And this time, 
I’ve approached it with my 
own idea of who these char-
acters are, what the story is, 
and allowing these artists to 
bring their interpretations 
to the room.”

Ayers’ mother appreciates 
that she is not just creating 
space for herself, but also 
making room for the talent 
coming after her. 

“I respect that she’s not 
doing it just for herself, but 
that she wants to create op-
portunities for others,” Fields 
said. “She’s trying to position 
herself where she can give 
other people opportunities. 
Even some of the cast mem-
bers that are doing Blood at 
the Root right now might not 
have had this opportunity if 
she had not positioned her-
self, so she’s really working 
to bring the next generation 
along. I like that it’s not a very 
selfish act.”

Ayers’ work with Blood at 
the Root and the events that 
inspired it is not done yet. 
She hopes one day to bring 
the story of the Jena Siz to 
Netflix in both a dramatiza-
tion as well as a docuseries. 

“She’s definitely living her 
purpose,” Fields said. “I’m 
grateful to be here to see that. 
To see the beginning and the 
struggle, and her bringing 
her contribution to the art. 
I’m just glad to be one of the 
people to get to acknowledge 
that, and to see that it’s a 
blessing every day to wake up 
and see her work.”

#MeToo: A Cultural History with Kimberly Hamlin
Join Miami University of Ohio Professor Kimberly Ham-
lin online for a lively and urgent class on the history of 
the #MeToo movement at noon EDT today in the CHQ 
Assembly Online Classroom. This four-part online class 
examines America’s long history of sexual violence from 
Pocahontas to the present and highlights women’s activ-
ism against it. Register at learn.chq.org.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Artists at the Market runs from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Farmers 
Market today and Thursday. Language Hour is at 1 p.m. 
today on the Chautauqua Women’s Club House Porch.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Join Jack Gulvin at 4 p.m. today for a Purple Martin Talk. 
Meet at the purple martin houses next to the Sports Club. 
Gulvin also leads a Nature Walk at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, 
starting at the lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall.

Chautauqua Community Band news 
The Chautauqua Community Band will perform at 1 p.m. 
Sunday on Bestor Plaza. Anyone interested in joining 
the band should contact conductor Jason Weintraub at  
jason_weintraub@yahoo.com or 941-713-4014.

Chautauqua Theater Company news 
This week’s Chautauqua Theater Company Brown Bag 
is titled “If there is no struggle, there is no progress: 
An indoor discussion about Blood at the Root.” At 12:15 
p.m. today at Smith Wilkes Hall, get an inside look and 
learn more about the creative process behind CTC’s 
production of Dominique Morisseau’s Blood at the Root. 
    Meet the 2021 Season’s CTC Acting Conservatory, 
Design Fellows and Academy members at “Hello 
Chautauqua” at 7 p.m. EDT tonight on CHQ Assembly 
(assembly.chq.org)

Correction to the annual ‘In Memoriam’  
In the Chautauqua Family Milestones: 2020-2021 In 
Memoriam” distributed prior to Sunday’s Opening Three 
Taps of the Gavel and Service of Worship and Sermon, 
Suzanne Evans was incorrectly included, while Robert 
Evans was not. The Daily is issuing a correction and 
apology on behalf of the Department of Religion.

BASED ON A TRUE STORI

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Theater Company Conservatory Actors Jada Owens, as Raylynn, and Justin Von Stein, as Colin, perform during rehearsal for 
Blood at the Root Monday at the Performance Pavilion on Pratt. Blood at the Root continues its run at 4 p.m. today at the Pavilion.

AYERS

With Ayers at helm, CTC continues run of ‘Blood at the Root’ 
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L E C T U R E

Too Old, Too Few, Too Male: Pulitzer-winning reporter Fong 
explores China’s long-term consequences of one-child policy
NICK DANLAG
STAFF WRITER

‘Too Male’
China has 30 million bach-
elors. That’s more than the 
population of California.

The one-child policy in 
China, designed to control 
population growth in the 
mid-20th century, was a law 
that mandated families could 
only have one baby. In a pa-
triarchal society, the law led 
many Chinese to choose to 
only keep male babies, often 
terminating pregnancies or 
abandoning baby girls in favor 
of trying for a boy. 

As Mei Fong — a Pulit-
zer Prize-winning journal-
ist currently an executive at 
Human Rights Watch — said, 
the prevailing opinion in 
China was and is that “rais-
ing a daughter is like water-
ing someone else’s flowers, 
because they will marry into 
another family.” 

In her morning lecture 
on Tuesday in the Amphi-
theater, Fong told many 
stories of how the policy 
has affected individual peo-
ple. One man, from a village 
with 30 adult men and no 
single women, helped pay 
and arrange for 30 women 
to marry the community’s 
bachelors. Then one day, all 
the women simply left.

“When I first heard the 
story, I thought to myself, 
‘Wow, good for these women.’ 
I had these images of brides 
racing across the paddy fields 
with their veils flowing in 
the wind,” Fong said. “The 
man told me that he couldn’t 
blame them for this because 
he knew that they were under 
a lot of pressure. I thought 
it was very forgiving of him. 
This is the problem for many 
men: they are stuck in a prob-
lem not of their own making.”

This man, and the other 
single sons of his generation, 
are also feeling the effects of 
the policy. Because China 
does not have a strong social 
security program, a young 
man will often have to pro-
vide for his two parents and 
four grandparents — essen-
tially becoming six people’s 
retirement fund. 

As part of her lecture, 
“Long-Term Consequences 
of China’s One-Child Policy,” 
Fong explored the one-child 
policy and its cultural and fi-
nancial impacts on China and 
the global community. Hers 
was the second installment of 
Week One’s Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series theme of “China 
and the World: Collaboration, 
Competition, Confrontation?” 
The author of One Child: The 
Story of China’s Most Radical 
Experiment, her work has ap-
peared in The New York Times 
and The Washington Post. For 
several years she was a staff 
reporter for the China bureau 
for The Wall Street Journal, 
where she was awarded the 
2007 Pulitzer Prize for Inter-
national Reporting.

‘Too Old’
The one-child policy was 
created in the 1980s, Fong 
said, by men who worked in 
the military. 

“These men were primar-
ily, themselves, scientists 
who envisioned women as 
machines,” Fong said. “What 
these men thought was that, 
‘Women’s fertility — that is 

something you can push out 
and push in like a switch.’”

These men also thought 
that when they officially lift-
ed the policy nationwide in 
2015, Chinese citizens would 
rush to have multiple chil-
dren again. Fong said this 
isn’t that case.

“This is a leadership that 
has 30-plus years telling 
you, relentlessly, one child 
is best,” Fong said. “If you 
do not believe the power of 
messaging changes you, then 
the billion-dollar advertising 
industry would not exist.”

Despite the two-child 
policy being in effect for 
years, and the recent ap-
proval of the three-child 
policy that was passed on 
May 31, China still has a very 
elderly population — 40% of 
the world’s Parkinson’s pa-
tients are Chinese. Fong said 
the retirees of China would 
make up the world’s third-
most populous country.

People outside of China 
also believe in the policy. 
After reporting on it, Fong 
said, she received notes 
from people telling her that 
the whole world should have 
a one-child policy because 
of overpopulation.

“The question I ask is: 
Are you okay with if some-
one takes away your moth-
er, your sister, your wife for 
forced abortion or steriliza-
tion?” Fong said.

‘Too Few’
No one wants to be “shidu 
parents.” This is a Chinese 
phrase for a couple whose 
child has died. While a child’s 
death is a tragedy for anyone, 
no matter the country, under 
the one-child policy in Chi-
na, this also means no one 
will financially provide for 
the parents when they are no 
longer able to work. Fong said 
this is why the phrase shidu 
parent has extra weight to it. 

In 2008, Fong reported 
on the massive earthquake 
in Sichuan, China. She in-
terviewed a man whose 
daughter was crushed to 
death. The man was 50 and 
his wife was 45. 

Neighbors avoided them 
afterwards, Fong said, be-
cause they did not want 
the financial responsibility 
of taking care of them. Just 
weeks after his daughter’s 
death, the man went to the 
hospital to reverse his va-
sectomy in order to try to 
have another child. 

Having working-age chil-
dren is integral for fami-
lies like the one Fong in-
terviewed, but also for the 
economy. With China’s 
economy still growing rap-

idly, the country’s youthful 
population can’t keep up 
with job demand. 

Fong said that in the 
1990s, right when the Chi-
nese economy first started 
growing at unprecedented 
rates, the country had high 
numbers of young adults and 
a low number of retirees. 
This was the perfect equa-
tion for the economy at the 
time. As those workers age, 
however, the next generation 
is not large enough to effec-
tively financially support 
them in the customary way.

The United States also 
has decreased population 
growth. Fong said almost ev-
ery developed, wealthy coun-
try has this problem. The 
United States, in particular, 
supplements its population 
with immigration, but China 
has never done this, and Fong 
said the Chinese government 
has no large plans to do so.

Shannon Rozner, the In-
stitution’s senior vice presi-
dent of community relations 
and general counsel, started 
the Q-and-A by asking Fong 
why people at first saw the 
one-child policy as positive. 

Fong said that lawmakers 
in the 1980s felt the one-
child policy was necessary 
in order for China to climb 
out of poverty — the gov-
ernment decided to limit 

population so that resources 
would go farther.

Other countries in Asia 
have approached the prob-
lem of overpopulation far 
less drastically. In Thailand, 
she said the government 
encourages women to go to 
college, have a career and 
start families later in life. 

She also said that before 
implementing the one-child 
policy, China had a similar 
movement called the “Later, 
Longer, Fewer” campaign. 
The government encour-
aged its citizens to marry 

later in life, wait longer be-
fore having children and to 
end up with fewer children. 

“That period was the 
greatest fertility drop that 
China experienced,” Fong 
said. “Average households 
went from having six chil-
dren to three children.”

Fong said that some peo-
ple argue that if China stuck 
with the “Later, Longer, Few-
er” campaign, the country 
would be seeing fewer nega-
tive effects — such as forced 
abortions, tragedies within 
the adoption system and bur-

den on a singular male of the 
family — and still have many 
positives, such as a decreased 
population and fewer strains 
on government resources. 

Rozner then asked if the 
huge population of unmar-
ried men has opened Chi-
nese culture to nontradition-
al families, such as LGBTQ+ 
or single-parent households.

“That has not been the 
case at all,” Fong said. “By and 
large, the one-child policy is 
also very much linked to the 
issue of control of the kinds 
of people they want to have.”

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Award-winning journalist and author Mei Fong discusses the long-term effects of China’s one-child policy as part of the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series on Tuesday in the Amphitheater.
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F R O M  P A G E  O N E

Pillsbury’s experience and 
credibility have led him to 
write and publish mul-
tiple books and reports 
on China including The 
Hundred-Year Marathon: 
China’s Secret Strategy to 
Replace America as the 
Global Superpower.

During his lecture to-
day in the Amp, Pillsbury 
will discuss the chal-
lenges and obstacles that 
diplomats and politicians 
face while navigating the 
relationship between the 
U.S. and China, and what 
the U.S. should do in re-
sponse to China. 

“From his having the 
ear of President Trump 
as a top adviser on Chi-
na strategy, to the in-
fluence of his book The 
Hundred-Year Marathon, 
Michael Pillsbury is a 
critical voice in our un-
derstanding the history 
and current state of the 

U.S.-China relations and, 
most importantly, why 
this relationship is per-
haps the most pressing 
foreign policy issue going 
forward,” said Matt Ewalt, 
vice president and Emi-
ly and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education. 

Before Pillsbury played 
a crucial role in politics 
and U.S. and China rela-
tions, he graduated from 
Stanford University with 
a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory with honors in social 
thought. He then attend-
ed Columbia University 
for his master’s degree 
and doctorate. 

Pillsbury was mentored 
by various influential and 
credible people during his 
time at Columbia, such as 
Zbigniew Brzezinski and 
Michel Oksenberg. Both 
played key roles in many 
presidential administra-
tions on policy toward both 
China and Afghanistan. 

In one assignment, she had 
students develop a 15-min-
ute meditation exercise in-
stead of writing a paper or 
taking a test. 

She said young students 
need a social network to 
enjoy life, something that 
was interrupted because of 
the pandemic. 

“Through this meditation, 
they created this space be-
tween themselves and others 
in the world,” she said.

She sees meditation as an 
important exercise for any-
one, describing it as a fast-
ing of the mind.

“Meditation is training 
for attention,” she said. “At-
tention is a mental muscle. 
How should we train it? 
Exercise it, and then bring 
it to perform certain tasks 
with efficacy.”

Wang also looked at ways 
rituals impact all parts of 
life, including worship, ar-
chitecture, weddings, fam-

ily, healing and health, food 
and sacrifice. She said each 
culture has its own version 
of performing rituals.

“Ritual is social grammar 
— it ties society together,” 
she said.

In her lecture, she will first 
describe YinYang rhythm by 
looking at its origin and key 
purpose. She said YinYang 
may appear simple, but she 
wants people to learn its 
complex features.

“Everything is interrelat-
ed,” she said. “You cannot 
have one without the other.”

Wang said to understand 

China, people should un-
derstand YinYang.

“YinYang is the key to 
unfolding Chinese religion 
and culture,” she said. “It’s 
a cultural DNA.”

In the second part of the 
lecture, she will discuss the 
human body and its con-
nection to transcendence, 
she said.

“The body is a physical 
form, but also there is a soul 
connecting with this physi-
cal form,” she said.

In the third and final part 
of her lecture, Wang will 
share stories of female Tao-

ists, specifically ones training 
to become religious leaders. 

“I want to deconstruct 
this kind of bias about Chi-
nese and Asian women,” she 
said. “There is a mystique — 
people may think they are 
soft or submissive. I want to 
see how females play a role 
in today’s Chinese religion.”

In addition, Wang hopes 
people take away some 
knowledge about Taoism.

“I think it’s good to let peo-
ple learn something about 
this particular practice,” she 
said. “I want the world to 
know these people.”

“My mom was in a music 
store and by chance found 
a big guzheng that was 
much bigger than the stan-
dard size,” she continued. 
“It was nearly twice as big 
as me when I first started. 
I really liked it. I thought it 
was really beautiful, with 
all of it’s strings. It’s easy to 
start, but it’s never easy to 
play it well.”

Fei began pursuing her 
musical dreams over 20 
years ago when she moved 
from her hometown of Bei-
jing, China, to Texas as an 
undergrad student studying 
music composition. From 
there, Fei began traveling 
the world to satisfy her cu-
riosity and desire to experi-
ence new cultures.

“In China, people make it 
to their destination in a big 
city, and then they’re just 
there for their entire life,” 
Fei said. 

To avoid this, Fei moved 
from Texas to the Bay Area 
of California for her master’s 

degree. From there, she found 
herself in Boulder, Colorado, 
and traveling to France and 
Italy to record her first album.

“I was shocked to see how 
different cultures can be af-
ter just a couple of hours on 
a small train ride,” Fei said. 
“As a composer and a cre-
ator, I wanted to have that 
drama and tragedy. Shake-
speare wrote his plays be-
cause he was struggling, 
not because he was com-
fortable. During those 10 
years of living in the States 
and living part-time in Eu-
rope, and still traveling to 
Beijing to visit my family, it 
was the most exciting time 
of my life.”

However, even though 
Fei was traveling the world 
playing her music, she felt as 
if something was missing. 

“I was feeling tired and 
quite lonely,” she said. “I felt 
like I needed to recharge 
myself culturally and to 
just be grounded. My rou-
tine was traveling, venue, 
soundcheck and then get-
ting on the next flight. I 
felt like I didn’t have a real 

story. I needed to have real 
emotions to let the natu-
ral sound come out instead 
of pretending. I thought 
about Beijing, my home city. 
I wanted to reconnect with 
my parents. I felt like I need-
ed to get to know them again. 
I gained more appreciation 
for traditional Chinese art. 
Just seeing the ancient sites, 
the beauty and the people, I 
was very moved.”

Fei now lives in Nashville, 
Tennessee with her husband 
and two kids. 

“Without living in a new 
environment, you’re just a 

tourist,” Fei said. “Not stay-
ing in my comfort zone is 
what led me to be able to 
travel to all of these places. 
You just have to want to do 
it. I slept in my car, I talk-
ed to people in gas stations 
and pulled out my guzheng 
to show people.” 

Fei has been performing 
in big concert halls since she 
was 9 years old. With her life 
filled with concerts at such 
a young age, over time, Fei 
found herself disliking this 
aspect of her life. 

“However, rediscovering 
improvisation and learn-
ing composition, I think 

liberated myself,” Fei said. 
“When I play my own mu-
sic and tell my own story, 
it’s effortless. I have endless 
things to share and tell. I’m 
so excited to be playing for 
Chautauqua, and it’s also 
my first performance since 
the pandemic.”

Fei hopes to inspire peo-
ple through her music and 
has a strong message to send 
to any young musicians. 

“Just play your own sto-
ry, and that will give life to 
whatever it is you’re play-
ing,” she said. “Don’t let the 
instrument control you, but 

be the master of that in-
strument. I feel very lucky 
to be playing this ancient 
instrument from Chinese 
culture. Life is all about 
improvisation. From the 
moment you wake up in 
your bedroom you are im-
provising. Every time you 
brush your teeth it’s differ-
ent from the last time you 
brushed your teeth. It’s the 
same with music.”

Tonight, Fei will be per-
forming traditional old 
school repertoire on the 
guzheng from the Shandong 
and Hunan provinces. She 
will also be including con-
temporary compositions of 
her own and singing Peking 
and Kunqu opera, which are 
the oldest extant forms of 
Chinese opera. 

“I will utilize those ele-
ments to create new impro-
visation pieces on stage,” Fei 
said. “I will make my own 
Chautauqua story right there 
on stage. I’m so excited to 
share these personal emo-
tions that have been brewing 
inside of me this past year 
and a half.”
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I felt like I didn’t have a real story. I needed to have real emotions to let the natural 
sound come out instead of pretending. ... I gained more appreciation for traditional 
Chinese art. Just seeing the ancient sites, the beauty and the people, I was very 
moved.”

—WU FEI
Musician and composer 

I want to deconstruct this kind of bias about Chinese and Asian women. There 
is a mystique — people may think they are soft or submissive. I want to see how 
females play a role in today’s Chinese religion.”

—ROBIN WANG
Philosophy Professor, 

Loyola Marymount University

On Twitter: @chqdaily



The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot delivered the morning 
sermon at ecumenical worship 9 a.m. Tuesday in 
the Amphitheater. Best known to the Chautauqua 
community as an author and the religion writer 

for The Chautauquan Daily, Talbot stepped up to deliver a 
powerful homily as part of a week of guest preachers tak-
ing the pulpit in place of the Rev. Liz Theoharis, who was 
originally scheduled to preach this week.

John Viehe began the service with a reading from the 
Scripture. The Scripture text was Luke 3:10-13. 

“And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In 
reply, he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share 
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise.’ Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, 
‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed to you,’ Sol-
diers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said 
to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ ” 

Talbot’s homily was titled “Two Don’ts and a Do.” The 
setting for this particular Scripture is John the Baptist, who 
is down by the Jordan baptizing people. Three groups of 
people come to ask him what they can do to get into the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Beginning with the group of soldiers, who hadn’t always 
treated people with kindness, Talbot touched upon the 
first “don’t.”  

“They do not do unto others as they would have others do 
unto them,” Talbot said. “They try to intimidate them. They 
try to bully them. So the first ‘don’t’ is, ‘Don’t be a bully.’ ”

John tells them: Don’t extort money from anyone by way of 
threats or false accusations and do be satisfied by your wages. 

“They were probably making a pretty good living, and 
were housed and fed,” Talbot said. “They didn’t need to 
take the extra money and they didn’t need to be a bully to 
the people in Palestine, yet many of them were. They had 
the knives, they had the swords and it was easy to be.” 

Talbot then applied this as a metaphor to some things 
that have occurred in the present day. 

“We have, as a country, been treated in the last few years 
to graphic examples of bullying,” Talbot said. “For exam-
ple, our former president. We know it’s not a good feeling 
to have somebody calling you by sixth-grade schoolyard 
names over Twitter. It’s not a good feeling to have police 
make false reports about you — and then have cameras 

show that what they have said isn’t true. We’re not that far 
away from John’s time by the riverside.”

Talbot then moved on to the tax collectors, who cheated 
people and took what was not theirs to take, by bringing up 
the story of Zacchaeus.

Jesus offers to dine with Zacchaeus, even though he is 
a sinner. This leads to Zaccheaus having a change of heart 
and finding hope in Jesus. Zacchaeus states he’s going to 
give half his concessions to the poor and if he had defraud-
ed anyone he would pay them back four times over. 

“When have we ever heard of someone who’s committed 
fraud offering to pay back not just what they owe, but four 
times that?” Talbot said. 

This brought Talbot to what we as people can do: Share. 
“As we work through all of the Christian Scriptures, we 

know that sharing what we have with those who don’t have 
enough is the primary mark of the Christian community,” Tal-

bot said. “It should be the primary mark in any community.” 
Talbot then applied the importance of sharing to the 

community of Chautauqua. 
“I think about my house here in Chautauqua,” she said. “My 

family, and I’m sure some of you, have been around here for a 
while. You probably have a lot of stuff. You probably have stuff 
that fills almost every closet — and maybe even every drawer.”

All of this stuff can be given new life and new purpose. 
“In some towns and cities, people are starting to share 

things they don’t need instead of selling them,” Talbot said. 
“It’s good to see these ‘pandemic cleanouts,’ but it’s also 
good to remember that sharing is something that needs to 
be done every single day.” 

Talbot invited the congregation to do an analysis of their 
own lives and to then take action. 

“We have to take action to see that those around us have 
a coat in the winter, have a place to live and something to 
eat,” Talbot said. “Two ‘don’ts’ and a ‘do.’ Don’t bully, don’t 
cheat people and do share.”

The Rev. Dr. George Wirth, consultant to the Cousins 
Family Foundation in Atlanta and a trustee of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, presided. Joshua Stafford, Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for Organist and director of sacred music, 
played the organ and conducted the Chautauqua Octet. 
The morning anthem was “Shine Like the Sun,” by Karen E. 
Black, arranged by John Ylvisaker, sung by the Octet. The 
postlude was “Allegretto” and “Lebhaft,” sketches no. 4 and 
no. 3, op. 58, by Robert Schumann The Gladys R. Brasted and 
Adair Brasted Gould Memorial Chaplaincy provides support 
for this week’s services and chaplains. 
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R E L I G I O N

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

In his first visit to Chautau-
qua, Kelly James Clark want-
ed to get one key point across: 
Perhaps China isn’t so differ-
ent from the United States. 

At 1 p.m. Monday in the 
Amphitheater, Clark, the 
former Senior Research 
Fellow at the Kaufman In-
terfaith Institute at Grand 
Valley State University, held 
Chautauqua’s first in-per-
son installment of the In-
terfaith Lecture Series 
since 2019. His lecture ti-
tle, “A Spiritual Geography 
of Early Chinese Thought,” 
is based on the title of his 
forthcoming book and was 
part of Week One’s theme, 
“21st Century Religion in 
China: Collaboration, Com-
petition, Confrontation?”

Clark began his lecture by 
reflecting on his first trip to 
China, in 1999.

“I went there believing 
the propaganda the Chinese 
created for their own people 
during the Cultural Revolu-
tion,” he said. The Cultur-
al Revolution was a violent 
undoing of capitalism by its 
then-Chairman of the Chi-
nese Communist Party Mao 
Zedong from 1966 to 1976.

Clark expected to see 
everyone happy and equal, 
even having the same clothes 
and haircuts, based on the 
propaganda. He was shocked 
to see that China was actual-
ly largely capitalist.

“Beijing, in 1999, was al-
ready like New York City on 
steroids,” he said. 

In addition, Clark ex-
pected Chinese people to 
be non-religious, or atheist, 
and that they would reject 
the notion of an afterlife. 
Clark had previously studied 
Chinese philosophy, and he 
said at least 20 other schol-
ars told him China was com-
pletely atheist. 

Clark said one sociolo-
gist went to the Hall of 500 
Gods, a Buddhist temple in 
China, and was shocked that 
religions in China believed in 
not just one god, but some-
times hundreds. 

Clark was equally shocked 
in his first visit to the country.

Showing a map cre-
ated by Fenggang Yang, 
Tuesday’s Interfaith Lec-
ture Series speaker, Clark 
highlighted the vastness of 
contemporary China’s reli-
gious beliefs.

In the west, particular-

ly in Xinjiang province, is 
China’s Muslim population, 
totaling somewhere around 
70 million people, Clark said. 
In the east, where the most 
populous cities are located, 
is China’s Christian popula-
tion, totaling over 100 mil-
lion people. 

“On any given Sunday, 
there are more Chinese 
worshiping in China than 
in all of Europe combined,” 
Clark said. 

He noted there are about 
10 million fewer Chinese 
Communist Party members 
than followers of Christiani-
ty, which is the fastest-grow-
ing religion in China — a con-
cern for the Party, he said. 

Buddhism came to China 
from India around 200 A.D. 
Despite Buddhism originat-
ing in India, the largest Bud-
dhist population currently 
resides in China, Clark said. 
Furthermore, he said that 
while Buddhism was orig-
inally an atheist religion, 
Chinese versions can in-
clude hundreds of gods. 

Clark warned against 
generalizing any aspect of 
China, regardless of wheth-
er one was speaking about 
contemporary or early peri-
ods, because the nation has 
a vast geography and lan-
guage. Although sometimes 
called dialects, Clark said 
China really has more than 

100 languages.
“It’s not like the North 

and the South (in the U.S.),” 
he said. “In some places, 
you have to rely on written 
characters.” 

In early China, there were 
10 warring states, Clark said, 
noting that separate states 
couldn’t be generalized un-
der one umbrella term like 
“the Chinese.” 

“We like to say ‘the Chi-
nese’ because we like to put 
them in a little box, and we 
like to think they are some-
how exotic or somehow dif-
ferent from us,” he said. “But, 
it’s not true. They are a lot 
like us.”

Clark said the first text he 
read that opened his eyes to 
the importance of religion 
in China was a poem about 
King Wen, who may have ex-
isted around 1100 B.C. and 
exemplified wisdom and jus-
tice — his name is honorific, 
as “Wen” means culture.

The poem, which Clark 
read during the lecture, 
showed Wen as bringing 
a god-given culture to the 
land: traits like justice, har-
mony and peace. It shows 
Wen shining in heaven, so 
whoever wrote the poem 
must have believed in heav-
en, Clark said. 

“Turns out there’s hun-
dreds of these texts that 
unequivocally make refer-

ence to God and the after-
life,” he said.

China’s political philoso-
phy for 3,000 years, before 
communism, was based on 
the Mandate of Heaven, Clark 
said. God was said to ap-
prove new rulers, but if that 
ruler succumbed to leading 
unjustly, then God would 
search for a new leader and 
strip the former leader of his 
mandate. The Western ver-
sion of this practice, he said, 
is the divine right to rule. 

King Wen lived 700 years 
before Confucius, but Con-
fucius’ writings make clear 
references to God, Clark said. 

Confucius wrote about 
heaven’s virtue and trust 
in God when he found him-
self threatened by another 
king, Huan Tui. Confucius 
said he had no reason to 
fear, essentially saying God 
was in control so he had no 
reason to worry, according 
to Clark. 

“We see an increasing 
sense of morality and de-
pendence on God with Con-
fucius,” Clark said.

Clark also said Confucius 
wrote about heaven pun-
ishing him if he did wrong, 
noting that heaven could re-
ward the righteous and pun-
ish the wicked.

Confucius also believed 
in a personal God, although 
the personal relationship 

was through deceased an-
cestors, Clark said. Instead 
of communicating directly 
with God, one would speak 
with spirits of their ances-
tors, who would relay the 
message to God. 

“It’s not so dissimilar to 
God in the West,” Clark said.

Clark then described how 
archaeologists have dug up 
thousands of old Chinese 
tombs, which contain maps 
drawn for spirits. Some of 
these maps guide the spirit 
on how to find flying drag-
ons who will carry them to 
paradise, or heaven. They 
also depict strange beings 
who reside down below in 
an underworld. 

These tombs would 
sometimes contain letters 
written by the living, saying 
this new spirit was a good 
person and deserved to go 
to heaven, Clark said. In ad-
dition, he said there might 
be rooms to host food and 
persuade spirits to go to 
heaven, along with rooms to 
meet other spirits. 

The people who built and 
maintained these tombs 
in early China were almost 
exclusively farmers, like ev-
erywhere else in the world, 
Clark said.

“Life in early China was 
hard,” he said, describing 
constant floods decimating 
crops. 

He said early Chinese hat-
ed war and wanted to live in 
peace, and they wished for a 
better life for their children. 

“They delighted in a good 
day of work and a fulsome 
meal and the love of their 
family,” he said. 

In early China, people 
believed in living good lives 
in order to get to heaven 
but did not necessarily sub-
scribe to any certain reli-
gion, Clark said. 

In contemporary China, 
there are 90 million com-
munists, but Clark said 
many of them are members 
only to get good jobs, such 
as in universities, so it is 
out of convenience — not 
conviction. 

A lesson from cognitive 
science, Clark said, is that 
human beings are inclined 
to believe in an afterlife. He 
said one researcher expect-
ed 0% of Chinese students 
to believe in an afterlife, and 
it turned out 60% did.

“The point I want to make 
about China, the Chinese 
people, is they want to live in 
peace and harmony,” Clark 
said. “They want a better 
life for their children … They 
want to share moments and 
meals and jokes with friends. 
The Chinese people don’t 
want war, they want peace. 
They, the Chinese people, 
are a lot like us.”

Clark debunks atheist myths about early, contemporary Chinese religion

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY NICHOLE JIANG

Talbot shares 2 ‘don’ts,’ 1 ‘do’ with congregation, urging community action

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Kelly James Clark, author of A Spiritual Geography of Early Chinese Thought: Gods, Ancestors, and Afterlife, delivers his lecture of the same name Monday in the Amphitheater 
as part of the Interfaith Lecture Series. Clark’s was the first Interfaith Lecture delivered in the Amp instead of the Hall of Philosophy.
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Boat rentals, sales, service, fuel, 
dockage ,  and  showroom. 
C h a u t a u q u a  M a r i n a 
726.753.3913 - Open 7 days a 
week. Full Service Marina www.
ChautauquaMarina.com

40 Hurst. Beautifully renovated 
first floor 3 bedroom/2 bath apart-
ment. All amenities; private W/D. 
Large deck. Parking. Full 2022 
season. Call 917-881-6064

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT BOAT RENTALS AND 
SALE

NEXT SEASON

chqdaily.com
On Twitter: 
@chqdaily

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE 
CALL: 716-357-6206
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C O M M U N I T Y

The Charles Ellsworth 
Goodell Lectureship in 
Government and Public Af-
fairs, an endowment held 
by the Chautauqua Founda-
tion, helps support today’s 
10:30 a.m. lecture featuring 
Michael Pillsbury.

The Charles E. Goodell 
Lectureship honors life-
long Chautauquan and U.S. 
Sen. Charles E. Goodell, 
who died of a heart attack 
in 1987 at the age of 60. A 
Washington attorney and 
lobbyist for his final 16 
years of life, Goodell was 
chairperson of the board 
of DGA International, a 
firm representing Euro-
pean companies bringing 
technology to the United 
States. He was associated 

with the Washington law 
office of King and Spalding 
in Atlanta. 

Goodell served nine 
years in the House of Rep-
resentatives, representing 
a district which included 
the Jamestown area. He 
was elected to his first full 
term in 1960. 

In 1968, Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller appointed him 
to the U.S. Senate to fill the 
unexpired term of Robert F. 
Kennedy. Goodell emerged 
as a leading critic of the 
Vietnam War and, largely 
because of a split within 
the Republican Party over 
that issue, was defeated for 
election to a full term in 
1970. 

In 1976, President Ger-

ald Ford appointed Goodell 
chairperson of the Presiden-
tial Clemency Board, which 
reviewed clemency applica-
tions of more than 21,000 
Vietnam War resisters. 

The son of a physician, 
Goodell was born and 
raised in Jamestown. A Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate of 
Williams College, he grad-
uated from Yale Law School 
and received a master’s 
degree at Yale Graduate 
School of Government. 

He first went to Wash-
ington in 1954 as a congres-
sional liaison assistant at 
the Justice Department and 
then returned to James-
town to practice law before 
running for Congress. 

Goodell’s survivors in-

clude his wife, Patricia 
Goldman, former senior 
vice president of corporate 
communications for USAir. 
His first wife and loving 
mother of five boys, Jean, 
died in 1984. Their sons 
include William Goodell 
of Atlanta, Timothy Good-
ell of New York City, Roger 
Goodell of Bronxville, Mi-
chael Goodell of Los Ange-
les and Jeffrey Goodell of 
Atlanta. 

He is also survived by 
10 grandchildren. Good-
ell was one of six children. 
His siblings included June 
Goodell Freeman, George 
W. Goodell, Dr. James P. B. 
Goodell, John L. Goodell, 
and lifelong Chautauquan 
Francesca Rappole.

Goodell Lectureship in Government, Public Affairs 
provides support for Pillsbury’s Chautauqua Lecture
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W
WEDNESDAY

JUNE 30

Th
THURSDAY

JULY 1

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 Mystic Heart Meditation: 
Spiritual Practices of World 
Religions. Leader: Bhante 
Chipamong Chowdhruy (Theravea 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Meditation.) 
Donation. Marion Lawrance Room, 
2nd floor, Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8-8:30) Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Lost and 
Found.” The Rev. Paul Womack. 
Amphitheater

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) Hurlbut Sanctuary and Zoom

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Historical 
Sketches.” Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House and Zoom 
(www.cocweb.org)

10:00 (10–7) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
Seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Bestor Plaza

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Michael Pillsbury, senior fellow 
and director for Chinese strategy, 
Hudson Institute. Amphitheater

12:00  (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 Women in Ministry. UCC Randall 
Chapel

12:00  Brown Bag. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) “Quaker 
Perspectives on China.” David 
Rosenberg, New England Yearly 
Meeting. Quaker House, 28 

Ames and Zoom (email friend@
quakerschq.org)

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
“If there is no struggle, there is 
no progress: An indoor discussion 
about Blood at the Root.” Smith 
Wilkes Hall

12:30 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“The Dao/Tao of Transcending: 
Yinyang Rhythm, Body Cultivation, 
and A Case of Religious Practice 
in China Today.” Robin R. Wang, 
author, YinYang: The Way of Heaven 
and Earth in Chinese Thought and 
Culture. Amphitheater

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 Mystic Heart Meditation: Spiritual 
Practices of World Religions. 
Leader: Bhante Chipamong 
Chowdhruy (Theravea Buddhism/
Mindfulness Meditation.) Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The Rev. 
Natalie Womack. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Jewish Psychology.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin.  Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (www.cocweb.org)

10:00 (10–7) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
Seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Bestor Plaza

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Dexter Roberts, author, The Myth 
of Chinese Capitalism: The Worker, 
the Factory and the Future of the 
World. Amphitheater

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg and Strohl Art Centers

12:00 (12–6) Play CHQ. DIY ice cream 
with Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
Bestor Plaza

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Sabeeha Rehman and 
Walter Ruby, authors, We Refuse to 
Be Enemies: How Muslims and Jews 
Can Build Peace, One Friendship at a 
Time. Joan Polishook, poet, Words 
on Paper: Book One; The Poetry of 
Barns. Visit www.chq.org/fcwc. Zoom

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:30 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Guided by 
Jack Gulvin. Smith Wilkes Hall

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
Methodist House Chapel

3:30 CLSC PRESENTATION. Ma Jian, 
author, Flora Drew, translator, 
China Dream. CHQ Assembly 
(assembly.chq.org)

7:00 Devotional Services and 
Programs. Denominational Houses

8:15 SPECIAL. Glenn Miller Orchestra. 
Amphitheater

P I C T U R E  B O O K S  O N  T H E  P L A Z A

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Children’s School Group 1 Head Teacher Phil Cammarata reads My Fourth of July, by Jerry Spinelli, to young Chautauquans Monday on Bestor Plaza.

1:00 Language Hour. CWC House

4:00 THEATER. Blood at the Root. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
Preferred tickets or reserve 
6-person lawn pods at tickets.chq.
org, or by visiting Ticket Office.) 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt

4:00 Purple Martin Talk. (Programmed 
by Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Guided 
walk with Jack Gulvin, naturalist. 
Purple martin houses between 
Sports Club and Palestine Park

4:00 Play CHQ. Mini canvas painting. 
Timothy’s Playground

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) On Facebook and 
Zoom

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 “Hello Chautauqua!” Meet the 
2021 Season Conservatory and 
Academy of the Chautauqua 
Theater Company. CHQ Assembly 
(assembly.chq.org)

8:15 SPECIAL. Wu Fei. Amphitheater

chqdaily.com
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