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Alicia Olatuja grew up singing in 
the church, listening to the jazz 
stylings of Ella Fitzgerald, Di-
anne Reeves and the like. She’s 
always loved gospel and R&B, 
but her sound now is a combi-
nation of all the musical experi-
ences she’s been able to absorb 
as a woman in the industry. 

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater, Olatuja will perform, 
for the first time at Chautau-
qua, songs from her newest al-
bum, Intuition — Songs from the 
Minds of Women. 

“There are many ways in 
which you can show up and sup-
port the movement of female 
empowerment, and as a woman, 
just using your voice and be-
ing present is its own political 
statement,” Olatuja said. 

Intuition is an album full of 
reimagined compositions, orig-
inally done by legendary female 
composers, as well as more ob-
scure works, Olatuja said. During 

her performance tonight, the 
audience will hear tunes they 
might recognize from compos-
ers like Joni Mitchell, Tracey 
Chapman and Linda Creed — but 
some will be less recognizable.

The album touches on pow-
erful issues such as love, friend-
ship, self-love and “rising up from 
the society that will cram beauty 
ideals down our throat at any 
given moment,” she said. But it 
will also touch on deeper issues, 
such as the loss of relationships 
and the #MeToo movement.

“It’s a huge rainbow of the fe-
male experience — it’s so com-
plicated and nuanced that, ob-
viously, just one album couldn’t 
possibly do it all, but I just didn’t 
want an album that was one note 
of what a woman’s experience 
is,” Olatuja said. 

A St. Louis native, Olatuja got her 
bachelor’s degree at the University 
of Missouri and her master’s de-
gree at the Manhattan School of 
Music. She didn’t choose to study 
music originally, though. 

“I was too scared to say ‘I’m 
gonna do music,’ ” Olatuja said.

Many of her friends as a kid 
were great singers, but they sang 
so much that they all experienced 
degrees of vocal damage. Olatu-
ja went to school for veterinary 
medicine instead, trying not to go 
down the same path. 

The idea of seriously explor-
ing her voice was always there, 
though. So, Olatuja eventual-
ly decided to give it a shot and 
train classically. 

“I switched my major on a 
whim and as a self-bet,” she said. 
“I gave myself two years for any-
thing positive to come about, 
and if it didn’t, then I would act 
like it never happened.”

Opportunities began to come 
her way, and she stuck with music 
through two degrees. She gradu-
ated in 2007, and in 2013 she per-
formed with the Brooklyn Taber-
nacle Choir at President Barack 
Obama’s second inauguration. 

SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

“Gattaca,” the 1997 movie that 
tells the story of a future so-
ciety where people are able to 
design and optimize their chil-
dren by editing their genes, 
is what many people think of 
when they hear the words “ge-
netic engineering.” At least, 
that’s what R. Alta Charo thinks. 

Charo is the Warren P. 
Knowles Professor Emerita of 
Law and Bioethics at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin at Madi-
son, where she has taught in 
biotechnology law and eth-
ics at the law school, medi-
cal school and biotechnology 
studies program. Currently, 
she is serving as the inaugu-
ral David A. Hamburg Distin-
guished Fellow at the Nuclear 
Threat Initiative, focusing on 
biosafety and biosecurity.

She will be giving her lec-
ture on genome editing and 
the ethics surrounding the 
use of the technology as a 
part of the Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series at 10:30 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater. 

What is important to un-
derstand about genetic engi-
neering is that there are two 
kinds, Charo said. The first is 
somatic, which only affects 
the person who receives the 
therapy. The second is ger-
mline editing, which is when 
scientists edit gametes or 
embryos in order to make 
changes that the children of 

those who receive the therapy 
would experience. 

“We’ve already had incredi-
bly exciting results in a variety 
of diseases,” Charo said.

The kinds of diseases that 
Charo is referencing are ones 
that cause blindness due 
to genetic retinopathy and 
sickle cell disease. Howev-
er, there are still challenges 
to making gene therapies for 
those diseases available to a 
broad part of the population 
that might need them.

According to Charo, ger-
mline editing — like that seen 
in “Gattaca” — is “far less 
likely to be used in the fu-
ture.” Even if this kind of ed-
iting were legal, there is not 
as great a need for it, as there 
is for somatic editing. 

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

When it comes to death, reli-
gion and drugs, Gary Laderman 
is the man with the answers.

“Laderman has become 
the foremost ‘death expert’ 
in American life,” according 
to a Dec. 14, 2020, Religion 
News Service article, after 
describing an 8-year-old La-
derman’s dismissal of a rab-
bi’s advice to not think about 
death, which he was told af-
ter his grandfather died. 

At 1 p.m. today in the Amphi-
theater, Laderman will present 
his lecture, “Faith in Drugs: 
America’s Religious Future,” 
the closing Interfaith Lecture 
for Week Two’s theme, “New 
Frontiers: Exploring the Future 
of Religion in America.”

Laderman is the Goodrich 
C. White Professor of Amer-
ican Religious History and 
Cultures at Emory University 
in Atlanta. He has always been 
interested in death, which 
led to his fascination with 
religion, but his journey re-
searching and learning about 
drugs is more recent.

“My scholarly interests in 
writing a book about religion 
and drugs emerged later in my 
career, after I had written a 

bit on topics like the history of 
death and funerals in America, 
religion and popular culture, 
and religious diversity, and 
certainty well after I received 
my tenure,” Laderman said.

He began teaching a class 
called “Sacred Drugs” at Emo-
ry a few years ago — one of the 
key points of his journey, he 
said. The others were an essay 
on LSD and American spiritu-
ality, and the chapter “Medi-
cine” in his book Sacred Mat-
ters: Celebrity Worship, Sexual 
Ecstasies, the Living Dead, and 
Other Signs of Religious Life in 
the United States.

CHARO

O L AT U JA  TA K E S  A M P  S TA G E  T O  U P L I F T 
W O M E N ’ S  E X P E R I E N C E S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C

Bioethics expert Charo to 
explore ramifications of 
genome editing technology

LADERMAN

Death, religion, drugs: 
Emory’s Laderman to draw 
connections between faith 
life, consumption of drugs

See CHARO, Page 4

See LADERMAN, Page 4

See OLATUJA, Page 4

Take Root, Bloom 
& Blossom 

ALICIA OLATUJAILLUSTRATION BY OLIVIA DUTKEWYCH / DESIGN EDITOR
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Auburn President Henderson discusses 
Christian nationalism, climate change, 
race with regard to future of religion
MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

You can’t know what lies 
beneath something until 
it is uncovered, the Rev. 
Katharine Rhodes Hender-
son explained by describ-
ing a home renovation. She 
didn’t know there was a 
squirrel living within her 
walls, but discovered the 
truth when the wall was 
knocked down and the 
squirrel rushed out. 

She used this analogy to 
demonstrate the uncovering 
of inequities and challeng-
es in both the United States 
and world — particularly 
white Christian nationalism, 
race and climate change.

At 1 p.m. Monday in the 
Amphitheater, Hender-
son presented her lecture, 
“Living Between Precarity 
and Promise,” part of Week 
Two’s Interfaith Lecture 
Series themed “New Fron-
tiers: Exploring the Future 
of Religion in America.” 

Henderson has been 
president of Auburn 
Theological Seminary, a 
203-year-old multifaith, 
multirace leadership devel-
opment and research insti-
tute in New York, for more 
than a decade. 

She began by looking 

forward to five years from 
now, when the U.S. will cel-
ebrate its 250th anniversary, 
and asking what the world 
should look like then. First, 
she described issues posed 
by white Christian national-
ism, noting the Jan. 6 insur-
rection of the U.S. Capitol.

People participating in 
the insurrection believed 
they were waging a holy war, 
using that to justify their ac-
tions, Henderson said.

“In the eyes of many, in-
cluding young people leav-
ing organized religion, there 
is no distinction between 
Christianity and national-
ism, because of what they 
see,” she said.

Henderson argued that 
there is a distinction — 
Christian nationalism rep-
resents more than religion 
by including assumptions of 
nativism, white supremacy, 
patriarchy and heteronor-
mativity. It asks the ques-
tion of who an American is, 
a worthy question following 
the July 4 weekend, she said.

Christian nationalists 
believe white, native-born 
Christians are Americans, 
and exclude racial minori-
ties and other religions, like 
Islam, she said.

“They are defining who we 
are as Americans by defining 
who we are not,” she said.

Henderson said the nar-
rative of Christianity in the 
U.S. needs to be disrupted 

because its foundation lies 
in slavery, and that people 
justified the practice using 
Christianity. Wise teachers 
of different religions who 
have a shared vision of jus-
tice, equity and love and are 
committed to those who are 
vulnerable can help change 
this narrative, she said. 

She also noted the un-
derlying question of what it 
means to be an American.

“We can’t assume there 
are shared understand-
ings,” she said.

At a time when Christian 
nationalism is shaping poli-
cies and has increased media 
attention, she said it is im-
portant that answers to that 
underlying question shape 
responses and actions, and 
that we shouldn’t work to-
ward a future constructed by 
Christian nationalists.

The answer, to Hender-
son, lies in reclaiming the 
principle of religious free-
dom granted in the First 
Amendment. She said imple-
mentation of freedom in the 
U.S. has been contradictory 
from its beginning, noting 
that only white men were 
allowed to vote. 

“There is a certain irony to 
it, because the principle has 
been, and continues to be, 
abused and misinterpreted 
from all sides,” she said. 

Henderson has hope. She 
mentioned a nondiscrimi-
nation bill in Mesa, Arizona, 
aimed at accommodating 
transgender people in ho-
tels. The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
commonly known as the 
Mormon church, wrote in 
support of this bill, she said. 

Family is at the center of 
Mormonism, she said, and as 
people (particularly young, 
LGBTQ+) leave due to not 
feeling represented or ac-
cepted, the Mormon church 
wants to broaden its circle 
of acceptance.

“I was amazed,” she said. 

“This defied my presupposi-
tions about Mormonism.”

Henderson then turned 
to race, saying the U.S. was 
founded on white supremacy.

“It was and continues to be 
an organizing principle and 
part of our DNA,” she said.

Henderson acknowl-
edged economic disparities, 
heightened by COVID-19, 
as Jeff Bezos made billions 
from midnight spending on 
Amazon.com while others 
couldn’t eat, lost homes or 
became sick, she said.

She gave an example of 
racism in local communities, 
too. In West Point, Missis-
sippi, two women of color 
were named valedictorian 
and salutatorian in the class 
of 2021. Instead of celebrat-
ing, they ended up sharing 
the titles with white class-
mates after white parents 
protested the school, and 
the principal gave in. 

Across the country, Hen-
derson said 400 bills have 
been introduced to make 
voting harder for minori-
ties and consolidate parti-
san power over an election. 
She said people only know 
George Floyd’s name be-
cause somebody filmed his 
death and published it to the 
internet, while there are too 
many names to remember of 
people killed by police. 

Henderson said that 
Auburn Seminary leaders 
have spent time looking at 
the history of their institu-
tion. They’ve learned that 
it was built on stolen land 
from the Iroquois people, 
she said. Moreover, a text-
book described that place 
and period in time as a wild 
and godless region, words 
she herself used early on in 
her presidency.

“We need to contemplate 
acts of repair and redemp-
tion,” she said. “Reparations 
was one of those words you 
couldn’t even say a couple 
years ago without invoking 
defensiveness. But it’s much 
more common as we move 
forward.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Katharine Rhodes Henderson, president of Auburn Theological Seminary, delivers her lecture “Living Between Precarity and the 
Promise” Monday on the Amphitheater stage as part of the Week Two Interfaith Lecture Series.

See HENDERSON, Page 7

Bird, Tree & Garden Club talk
Join Jack Gulvin at 4 p.m. today at the purple martin houses 
next to the Sports Club for a BTG Purple Martin Talk.

CPOA information session
At 2 p.m. Friday in the lower level of the St. Elmo, in the 
Intermezzo Social Club (formerly La Familia Restaurant), 
board members will discuss current opportunities for active 
participation in the Chautauqua Property Owners Associa-
tion, as a board member or a contributor on one of their 
many committees. These presentations will be followed by 
Q-and-A and discussion during light refreshments.

Softball league news
At 5 p.m. today at Sharpe Field, Team Slugs will play YAC 
PAC, and at 6:30 p.m. the Fish Heads will play the Arthritics. 
At 6:30 p.m. Thursday the YAC PAC will play the Arthritics.

Post-lecture discussion
Join Karthik Vishwanath, physics professor at Miami Uni-
versity of Ohio, for conversation this week following the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series programs. Vishwanath will 
host his second post-lecture discussion of the week at 3 
p.m. EDT Thursday on the CHQ Assembly Virtual Porch 
with a brief presentation followed by facilitated commu-
nity discussion. Register for the Virtual Porch and join the 
discussion at porch.chq.org.

Master class offered
Ariel Ekblaw, founder and director of the MIT Space Ex-
ploration Initiative and Thursday’s Chautauqua Lecture 
Series speaker, will lead a master class at 10:30 a.m. Fri-
day at Smith Wilkes Hall. The class is part of Chautauqua’s 
2021 Special Studies offerings; registration is required 
through learn.chq.org or in-person at Hultquist Center. 
There is a fee for this event.

Chautauqua Foundation Board of Directors open house
The community is invited to a presentation about the 
Foundation. Join Foundation directors at 9 a.m. today on 
the Athenaeum Hotel Porch for light refreshments.

CLSC Class of 2021 news
The application deadline for both the Chautauqua Liter-
ary and Scientific Circle Class of 2021 and the Guild of 
the Seven Seals graduate levels has been extended un-
til Friday. Find an application for the CLSC Class of 2021 
at www.chq.org/clsc. Learn how we’ll celebrate you this 
season via a Zoom class meetings at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday.

Properties for rent open house
Stop by the Visitors Center (Post Office Building) to 
pick up the list of properties for rent that are hosting an 
Open House today.

CLSC Science Circle presentations
CLSC Science Circle presentations are at 9 a.m. each 
Wednesday in the Hurlbut Church Sanctuary and on 
Zoom. Today’s presentation is by Paul Nordine on “how at-
mospheric CO2 impacts our climate.” To register, send an 
email request to ScienceTalksCHQ@gmail.com.

Whose voices are you listening to? Who is most impacted? Who is missing? What 
can you learn? What can we learn? Talk to people, have those hard conversations. 
Bring it to your religious communities. Give money. Vote. Find the partners who 
are doing the work and go to work there.”

—THE REV. KATHARINE RHODES HENDERSON
President, 

Auburn Theological Seminary

THE CHQ DAILY

Follow the 
2021 Daily 
staff as we 
document our 
season on Instagram:
@chqdaily

chqdaily.com
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

To emerge requires transformation in darkness, waiting, struggle, Jacque says

“I am a National Public Radio junkie,” said the Rev. 
Zina Jacque. “I have 91.5 WBEZ on all my de-
vices. I am moving to D.C. and there are three 
public radio stations. I once got to interview 

Krista Tippett, my hero.”
Jacque preached at the 9 a.m. Tuesday worship service 

in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “Destined to 
Emerge.” The Scripture text was 1 John 3:2.

“Radiolab” is one of Jacque’s favorite NPR shows. “It is 
theater for the ears. Several years ago I heard a program 
called ‘Goo and You.’ You can find it online,” she said. 

The show described the transformation of a caterpillar 
into a butterfly. Unlike a moth, which spins its cocoon, a 
caterpillar is born with the chrysalis as its innermost layer of 
skin. “The chrysalis is already there, and when the caterpillar 
sheds its last layer of skin, the chrysalis hardens,” she said.

“The chrysalis is nature’s best black box,” said Jacque. 
“When we think of transformation, we think of being able 
to see a tadpole as it grows legs and loses its tail. You can-
not see the transformation in the chrysalis as the caterpil-
lar disintegrates into a white, milky goo.” 

It is not a mistake that the butterfly is an ancient Christian 
symbol. “The butterfly/caterpillar has a destiny to emerge. It 
is an important teacher for us,” she told the congregation.

 “In order for it to be a butterfly, the caterpillar has to go 
away to a dark and solitary place,” Jacque said. 

Second, the caterpillar has to yield to its deepest truth: 
It is destined to be a butterfly. The caterpillar carries ima-
ginal cells that know it will become a butterfly.

“The butterfly will not be constrained to the ground,” 
Jacque said. “It will not eat leaves, but nectar. The caterpil-
lar is cute, but it is not the end. The current shape is not the 
future goal.”

The butterfly must wait to emerge. If the climate is not 
right, it will stay in the chrysalis until the world is ready. 
“This is Kairos, God’s time, and we have to wait for God 
before we can emerge,” she said.

Nobody can help the butterfly emerge. “If you ever 
watch a butterfly struggle to get out, don’t help it,” 
Jacque said. “The struggle helps push the water from its 
wings into its body so it is ready to fly. If you try to help, 
the butterfly will die.”

Like the butterfly and daffodil, ancient symbols of 
faith, Jacque said, Jesus went to the tomb to yield to his 
deepest truth, that he was the son of God, the great high 
priest, the servant of all. 

“His life was the greatest gift to us, and he paid the 
highest price for us,” she told the congregation.

“Jesus could have transformed in the twinkling of an 
eye, but the Kairos lasted three days,” she said. “There was 
no one to roll away the stone, no one to fold the clothes, no 
one there who could help.” 

Jacque told the congregation, “Our role is to emerge 
from the fires of hate, racism, economic injustice and cli-
mate change. It is in our DNA to emerge. Like the butterfly, 
effort is required for us to emerge.”

“When we do emerge,” Jacque said, “we will be like 
Jesus — bringers of truth, walking humbly and loving 
mercy. We will have a relationship with the divine and 
we will share that love with all those we meet. We will 
stand in the gap for those in need and we will be willing 
to be put outside to bring others in.”

Our journey, Jacque said, is to go to the solitary dark 
place, quiet our own soul and confess. “To confess means 

to agree with God on the ways of God. We tell God how 
we have sinned, which means to miss the mark of the high 
calling of the one who designed you.”

In the Bible, God says that if we confess, he will for-
give, Jacque said to the congregation. “If we say we have 
no sin, we make God a liar.”

If we yield to our deepest truth, she continued, we un-
derstand that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made,” she 
said. “The thing we are called to be is in our hands and we 
are God’s body on earth. That is the deepest truth in our 
hearts: God’s truth.”

Like the butterfly, humans need to be patient and want 
for the Spirit in order to find the deepest truth, Jacque said. 

“When you start seeing movements and activities 
everywhere, it is time to look for the places where your 

gifts and strengths can be used,” she said. “Ask God 
where your voice will be most effective, where you will 
fit into the plan God has for you.”

“We will emerge with a struggle” like the butterfly, she 
said. “Maybe Chautauqua is your chrysalis. You have felt 
a shift inside yourself as you become a butterfly, but the 
people at home still want you to be a caterpillar.”

She continued, “If the change is too easy, it will not 
work. You have to get the water out of your wings. It is not 
necessarily fun or safe. All the disciples were martyred, 
and as the milkweed disappears, so do the butterflies.”

By faith we choose to emerge, because we are des-
tined to. “God asks us politely, ‘Will you come? Will you 
let me melt you down, let me transform you, make you 
what you know you are?’ ” she said. She closed in prayer 
for the transformation of the congregation.

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, the author of this week’s daily 
liturgies, presided. Emily Provance, the Friend-in-Resi-
dence at the new Quaker House and a traveling Friend who 
has worked all over the world, read the Scripture. Joshua 
Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Organist Chair and director of 
sacred music, played “Prelude on ‘Open My Eyes, That I May 
See,’ ” by Emma Lou Diemer. The postlude was an improvi-
sation by Stafford. For the anthem, members of the Motet 
Choir sang “Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes,” by Hal 
Hopson. The Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund 
supports this week’s services and chaplain.

On Instagram: @chqdaily
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R. Alta Charo’s 10:30 a.m.  
lecture has been designated part 
of Chautauqua’s programming in 
applied ethics, funded through 
the generosity of the David and 
Joan Lincoln Family Fund for 
Applied Ethics.

Olatuja	 is	a	mezzo-soprano,	
and she said her classical 
training	influences	her	sing-
ing	in	terms	of	the	immedi-
acy of pitch and the way in 
which	she	treats	phrasing.	

“I’m	 really	 just	 squeezing	
out all the colors of vowels 
that	 I	 can	find	and	 just	 ful-
ly allowing the voice to be 

free,”	she	said.	“It’s	an	unen-
cumbered	 instrument,	 un-
affected,	 not	 trying	 to	 im-
personate anybody or twist 
the voice sound in any way 
than	what	it	is	naturally.”

Olatuja uses singing to 
connect her inner voice, the 
part	 of	 her	 that’s	 truly	 her,	
to her outer voice: how she 
“speaks, sings and shows up 
in	the	world.”

Those	 jazz	 singers	 she	

grew	 up	 listening	 to	 influ-
enced not only her singing 
style, but they also shaped 
who she is as a person — 
someone	 who	 champions	
women.

“It’s	 important	 to	 share	
our experiences and let oth-
er	women	know	 they’re	not	
alone,”	 Olatuja	 said.	 “That	
moment	 of	 sharing	 can	 be	
an	 empowering	 experience	
for	a	performer’s	audience.”	

She	 recognizes	 that	 a	
woman’s	 existence	 in	 this	
world	 can	 be	 empower-
ing, but that it can also be 
discouraging and heart-
breaking; the heartbreak 
provides an opportunity 
to	come	back	stronger.	She	
said both experiences are 
present	within	her	music.

Intuition also includes 
work	 by	 some	 of	 Olatuja’s	
students	 from	 Vocal	 Break-

through	Academy,	an	online	
singing	 course	 she	 piloted.	
She said the tunes her stu-
dents wrote were so pow-
erful that she had to feature 
them	on	her	album.	The	song	
“Transform”	was	written	by	
her	student	Molly	Pease.	

Olatuja	 said	 she	 doesn’t	
have	 any	 specific	 plans	 for	
her	 performance	 tonight	
because she believes the 
audience	is	“the	new	mem-

ber of the band,” and so 
much	 of	 how	 the	 audience	
responds will affect the 
flow	of	the	show.

With each show Olatu-
ja brings a storytelling el-
ement,	 and	 she	 hopes	 that	
the	 message	 the	 audience	
absorbs during the show 
will	 “take	 root,	 bloom	 and	
blossom,	and	be	able	to	feed	
their	needs	in	life	over	time.”	

“The reality is that, right 
now,	we’re	 talking	 about	 the	
possibility	 —	 and	 it	 hasn’t	
been	 realized	 yet	 —	 of	 safe	
and effective techniques to 
change	a	single	trait	from	dis-
ease-causing to ordinary, not 
to	 optimize,”	 Charo	 said,	 “to	
change	something	that	might	
cause	 somebody	 to	 have	
Huntington’s	 Chorea,	 which	
will usually kill you early after 
a long period of decline, and 
instead	make	them	average.”

Charo said it is critical to 
distinguish between what 
will affect only an individual 
versus things that will affect 
their	 children.	 The	 fear	 of	
genetic engineering giving 
someone	a	competitive	edge	
over others is a fear that she 
thinks	needs	to	be	examined.	
She uses her own cataract 
surgery	as	an	example	of	this.	

“When	 they	 removed	 the	
lens	 in	my	eye	and	put	 in	 a	
substitute,	 they	 didn’t	 give	
me	a	lens	that	would	give	me	
back	 the	bad	eyesight	 I	had	
naturally all along,” Charo 
said.	 “They	 gave	 me	 back	
a	 lens	 that	 could	 give	 me	
20/20	(vision)	in	that	eye.”

To	examine	another	kind	of	
competitive	edge,	she	pointed	
to Southern California, where 
many	people	have	undergone	
plastic surgery in order to 
enhance	 their	 appearance.	
Studies have shown that peo-
ple	 who	 are	 more	 aesthet-
ically pleasing tend to have 
an edge in getting a job or a 
raise.	Even	things	as	simple	as	
better	nutrition,	vitamins	and	
training that are available to 
some	and	not	others,	can	give	
a	person	a	competitive	edge.	

“We see all of these things 
all	the	time,”	Charo	said.	“We	
have to really decide which 
ones	 bother	 us	 and	 why.	 I	
think of gene editing and 
gene	therapy	—	somatic	ed-
iting	—	as	just	another	exam-
ple	of	that.	It’s	helpful	to	just	
step	back	and	ask,	‘What	am	
I	 really	 concerned	 about?	
And	do	I	want	to	be	consis-
tent	in	what	I	accept	or	what	
I	reject	as	acceptable?’	”

Charo also thinks the 
public perception of what 
genes are capable of versus 
the reality of what genes 
are capable of, and how 
they function, is skewed to-
ward	the	impossible.

“We think the genes … are 
highly penetrant and highly 

determinative,	 but	 in	 fact,	
they’re	 up	 and	 down,	 reg-
ulated	 by	 a	 number	 of	 oth-
er	 factors,”	 Charo	 said.	 “So	
until you see how that gene 
is going to operate all the 
time	in	somebody,	you	real-
ly	don’t	know	what	the	out-
comes	are	going	to	be.”

Charo sees it as not spec-
ifying a certain trait, but as 
changing	the	outer	limits	of	
what a person would have 
been able to achieve on their 
own.	Looking	at	height	as	an	
example,	gene	editing	could	
make	 it	so	someone	doesn’t	
end up very short or very 
tall, but it is not possible to 
specify	an	exact	height.	Too	
many	 other	 factors	 go	 into	
determining	 height	 besides	
genes	and	gene	sequences.	

“I	think	there’s	an	excessive	
belief	in	how	much	control	we	
actually	have,”	she	said.	

Charo	 thinks	 that	an	 im-
portant	aspect	of	her	morn-
ing lecture is the difference 
between public policy and 
personal	morality.	She	views	
debates over abortion and 
in	vitro	fertilization	and	the	
circumstances	 surround-
ing the use of these tools as 

“legitimate	 disagreements	
about	personal	morality.”

However, public policy 
deals	 with	 whether	 some-
thing should be prohibited 
or	not	—	a	different	question.	

“It	 goes	 now	 not	 only	 to	
the	 morality	 of	 the	 action,	
but also to the kind of society 
we	want,	and	how	much	we	
are a society in which people 
can do what they want to do 
until	 it	actually	hurts	some-
body else in a very concrete 
way,” Charo said, “versus a 
society	that	is	trying	to	come	
up	 with	 some	 kind	 of	 ideal	
communal	existence	and	will	
shape	 freedoms	 to	 achieve	
that	existence.”

These two ideas present 
very different kinds of po-
litical visions and, according 
to Charo, require different 
kinds	of	conversations.	

“When people debate 
these	 things,	 I	 always	 en-
courage	them	to	start	by	say-
ing,	 ‘I’m	 going	 to	 talk	 about	
my	 personal	 morality	 here,’	
or	 ‘I’m	 going	 to	 talk	 about	
what	I	think	the	government	
should	 be	 doing	 here,’	”	 she	
said.	“Because	those	are	dif-
ferent	debates.”

In	 this	 class,	 Laderman	
covers a variety of psy-
choactive drugs and said 
he enjoys learning with 
his	students.

“My favorite things to 
teach are usually those 
topics that really strike 
a	 chord	 with	 them,	 like	
religion	 or	 the	 pharma-
ceutical industry; or the 
history of coffee; or psy-
chedelics, death anxiety 
and	religion,”	he	said.	

Laderman	 said,	 in	 a	
Nov.	 10,	 2020,	 Emory Re-
port article, that both 
drugs and religion can 
help people escape daily 
life and drive questions 
about	the	meaning	of	life.	

About 300 students 
typically enroll in the 
class,	he	said.

“I	 love	the	class	and	am	
aware	of	 the	 impact	 it	has	
on students, which is tre-
mendously	 fulfilling,”	 La-
derman	said.

Now,	Laderman	 is	writ-
ing	 a	 book	 with	 the	 same	
name	as	his	Emory	class.

Director of Religion 
Maureen Rovegno said 
she	 thought	 Laderman	
would be perfect for Week 
Two’s	theme.	

“I	 asked	 a	 friend	 from	
Emory	 to	 describe	 Gary,”	
Rovegno	said.	“His	response	
was that, ‘Gary is an ex-
ceptional,	 lively,	 informed	
and	made-for-Chautauqua	
type speaker, who does 
very interesting work on 

contemporary	religion	and	
the	spiritual	habits	of	mil-
lennials.’	 Gary	 will	 bring	
the	 Series’	 conversation	
to	a	fitting	and	interesting	
closure.”

For his lecture, Lader-
man	 will	 hone	 in	 on	 two	
broad	points.	

“On	 the	 one	 hand,	 I’m	
hoping to offer an alter-
native	 take	 on	 America’s	
religious future by look-
ing at the connections 
between religious life 
and	 the	 consumption	 of	
drugs,”	 Laderman	 said.	
“That is a little far out, 
perhaps too far out for 
some	 people	 to	 even	 en-
tertain, but, on the other 
hand,	 I’m	 hoping	 to	 get	
folks to reconsider their 
understanding of what 
religion	 means	 and	 how	
that	 term	 is	 applied	 in	
American	life.”

OLATUJA
FROM PAGE 1

LADERMAN
FROM PAGE 1

CHARO
FROM PAGE 1

I’m hoping to get folks 
to reconsider their 
understanding of what 
religion means and how 
that term is applied in 
American life.”

—GARY LADERMAN
Goodrich C. White Professor of 
American Religious History and 

Cultures, 
Emory University
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L E C T U R E

Pulitzer winner Kolbert examines humanity’s desire to control nature
NICK DANLAG
STAFF WRITER

In the early 1900s, the Chi-
cago River was so overrun 
with sewage that people said 
a chicken could walk across 
without getting its feet wet. 
The river connected to Lake 
Michigan, where the city got 
most of its drinking water. So 
the city’s leaders decided to 
reverse the flow of the river 
so that the water went back 
into the Mississippi River.

A massive construction 
project was undertaken, 
said Elizabeth Kolbert, an 
award-winning reporter and 
author, and 43 million cubic 
yards of dirt were moved.

“The project did succeed 
in achieving its primary 
aim to preserve the city’s 
drinking water, which of 
course is tremendously 
important. Chicago proba-
bly would not be the major 
city that it is today with-
out that,” Kolbert said. “But 
it created a new problem, 
which no one was really 
thinking about at the time.”

Namely, after the con-
struction project, aquatic 
animals and plants were able 
to invade other ecosystems. 

Especially carp. 
Grass carp were brought 

into the Mississippi to eat 
invasive aquatic plant spe-
cies, stopping their spread 
without the use of herbi-
cides — only the animals 
escaped their small enclo-
sures, and now, they make 
up 75% of the biomass of the 
Mississippi. They are one of 
the many invasive species 
wreaking havoc on the eco-
systems of the Great Lakes. 

People are trying to solve 
this problem, caused by 
human engineering, with 
more of the same engi-
neering. To deter carp from 
coming up the Mississippi, 
engineers added electrified 
sections, with warnings not 
to dive, swim or even touch 
the water. Kolbert said the 
next plan is to build what 
one researcher called the 
“Disco Barrier” that would 
have water jets and blasting 
sounds. 

“The response to the 
problem of control or, if 
you prefer, control gone 
awry, is to try to layer on 
new forms of control. We 
act as if we believe that if 
engineering got us into 
this mess, more engineer-
ing will get us out,” Kolbert 
said. “The projects become 
more baroque, but we keep 
at it, either because we 
don’t see any other options, 
or because we reject the 
other options.”

Kolbert is the author of 
The Sixth Extinction, an 
influential nonfiction book 
that won a Pulitzer Prize, 
and has worked as a staff 
writer at The New Yorker 
since 1999. At 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday in the Amphithe-
ater, she presented her lec-
ture “Under a White Sky,” 
taken from the name of her 

new book Under a White 
Sky: The Nature of the Fu-
ture, as part of Week Two 
of the Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series’ theme of “New 
Frontiers: Exploring Today’s 
Unknowns.” She discussed 
humanity’s continued de-
sire to control nature and 
the lack of will to decrease 
carbon emissions despite 
growing concerns and 
proven evidence.

Throughout the lecture, 
Kolbert explored a phrase 
etched on a pillar outside one 
of University of Wyoming’s 
buildings built in the 1920s: 
“Strive on — the control of na-
ture is won. Not given.”

“There was a great deal 
of faith in the idea that na-
ture could and should be 
harnessed for human ends,” 
Kolbert said. “This was at 
the very heart of what it 
meant to be an engineer.”

The University of Wyo-
ming quote struck many en-
gineers and scientists and, 
in particular, authors Rachel 
Carson and John McPhee.

Carson, in her landmark 
book Silent Spring, didn’t see 
humanity’s control of nature 
as triumphant. Instead, she 
explored it in a darker key, 
Kolbert said. Carson wrote 
about how humanity had 
visibly changed the envi-
ronment, through roads and 
buildings, and also invisi-
bly, through pesticides that 
indiscriminately killed the 
creatures it was designed 
for, but also bugs beneficial 
for farming, fish, birds and — 
in some cases — people. 

She then read from the 
final pages of Silent Spring: 
“The control of nature is a 
phrase conceived in arro-
gance, born of the Nean-
derthal age of biology and 
philosophy when it was sup-
posed that nature exists for 
the convenience of man.”

Decades after Carson, 
McPhee wrote his book The 
Control of Nature. Whereas 
Carson struck a dark note of 
people’s impact on nature, 
Kolbert said McPhee’s tone 
was “bemused and skep-
tical.” In his book, he ex-
plored a volcanic eruption 
in Iceland, where people 
used around 8 million cubic 
yards of water to hose down 
the magma. They claimed 
that this effort helped save 
half the island from de-
struction. McPhee was less 
sure, to say the least.

“But, as McPhee then 
notes,” Kolbert said, “the 
truth of this will never be 
known, the role of luck be-
ing unassessable, the ef-
fects of intervention being 
ultimately incalculable and 
the assertion that people 
can stop a volcano being 
hubris enough to provoke a 
new eruption.” 

Kolbert herself was in-
spired by the University of 
Wyoming phrase, and it be-
came a central subject of 
Under a White Sky.

“Now in 2021, the issue is 
not so much that we are try-
ing to control nature, either 
arrogantly per Carson, or 
ineffectively per McPhee,” 
Kolbert said. “It is that 
without even seeking to, we 
do control nature, and what 
I mean here by ‘controlling 
nature’ is that we dominate 
it, both by design and in 
many ways, completely in-
advertently.”

She described the scale 
of humanity’s impact. Peo-
ple have directly trans-
formed roughly half of the 
earth’s ice-free land and 
indirectly changed the oth-
er half. Most of the world’s 
major rivers are dammed 
or diverted; the only re-
maining ones with natural 
courses are in remote parts 
of the Arctic, the Amazon 
and parts of Congo, though 
Kolbert said that more 
dams are planned. Humans 
also cause 100 times more 
carbon emissions annual-
ly than volcanoes, which 
used to be the world’s main 
source of emissions. 

Ninety-six percent of 
mammals are either hu-
mans or livestock; the to-
tal weight of human-made 
objects is roughly the same 
as the weight of everything 
else; the biomass of every 
animal on earth is 4 giga-
tons whereas plastics are 8 
gigatons; and the world is 
on track to have more plas-
tic than fish in the oceans 
in 2050.

Though one solution with 
much support is to reduce 
carbon emissions, Kol-
bert said that there is little 
evidence that people are 
changing their ways.

“I, myself, am not an ad-
vocate,” Kolbert said. “I’m a 
journalist, and I see my role 
not as looking at what we 
should be doing, but more 
looking at what we are do-
ing. I just don’t see much in 
the way of evidence that we 
are scaling back. Or, to put 
things more starkly, that we 
have the will to scale back.” 

So what are people doing? 
As Kolbert said, humanity is 
“basically betting the future 

of the planet on more engi-
neering. We are hoping that 
a new round of engineering 
can fix the problems created 
by the old engineering.”

One example is a project in 
Iceland with large “air condi-
tioners.” These machines take 
the CO2 out of the air, store 
it until there is a significant 
amount and pump it deep 
underground, where it turns 
the surrounding rocks into, 
essentially, chalk, or calcium 
bicarbonate. 

Another more controver-
sial example is solar geoen-
gineering, also called solar 
radiation management. The 
concept is that if a large air-
craft flew into the strato-
sphere and released a large 
number of reflective chem-
icals, it would lessen the 
amount of heat Earth would 
receive from the sun, thus 
causing global cooling.

“If your reaction to this 
is, ‘Well, that sounds pret-
ty scary,’ you are not alone,” 
Kolbert said. “Solar geoengi-
neering has been described 
as dangerous beyond belief, 
as a broad highway to hell 
and it’s unimaginably dras-
tic. The possible side effects 
are manifold.”

The negative risks would 
be disrupting ecosystems 
even further by suddenly 
changing their tempera-
tures, damaging the ozone 
layer and even changing the 
sky to a whiter color. This 

prospect of a whiter sky is 
where Kolbert got her book’s 
title Under a White Sky.

“I also think it’s important 
to consider geoengineering, 
and other world-altering 
technologies against the 
alternatives. In the case 
of geoengineering, the al-
ternative is not going back 
to the climate that we had 
before we embarked on the 
world-altering project that 
is extracting fossil fuels and 
burning them,” Kolbert said. 
“That climate is gone. And 
it is not coming back in any 
foreseeable future.”

As part of the Q-and-A 
session, Mark Wenzler, di-
rector of the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative, 
asked what can people ex-
pect from literary arts in 
helping explore these issues. 

Kolbert said that the 
proof was in the pudding; 
while many, including her, 
have tried, there hasn’t been 
a transformational text cov-
ering climate change — yet.

“To be honest,” Kolbert 
said, “the book of the fu-
ture may be a miniseries. It 
may be a tweet. I don’t know 
what it is going to be. Maybe 
an Instagram feed. So I don’t 
know if a book can galvanize 
public opinion the way that 

Silent Spring did.”
After the release of Si-

lent Spring, Congress 
called Carson to testify on 
the use of pesticides. 

“It’s since terribly dated 
and terribly sexist,” Kolbert 
said. “But JFK says to her, 
‘You’re the little lady who 
started this all,’ which is a 
reference to Harriet Beech-
er Stowe and Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, which had an enor-
mous galvanizing effect for 
the abolitionist movement.”

Wenzler asked what the 
older generation can say and 
do for the younger genera-
tion so that they have hope 
and can take action. 

“The simplest answer 
I could give is: There’s no 
choice but to face these is-
sues. We’re not being given a 
choice,” Kolbert said.

Kolbert talked about her 
children, one of whom is go-
ing to graduate school for 
climate science.

“He knows the science 
better than I do. It’s not a 
pretty picture. I don’t have 
to tell anyone here that,” 
Kolbert said. “If you want to 
do meaningful work, there’s 
going to be a lot of meaning-
ful work to be done in the 
climate sphere. So let’s go 
out and do it.”

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Elizabeth Kolbert gives her morning lecture Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

chqdaily.com
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TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT FOR RENTFOR RENT FOR RENT

APPLE MACBOOK AIR, 600 
opo with new Magic Mouse and 
keyboard 200 obo. $600. 732-
221-2624

40 Hurst. Beautifully renovated 
first f loor 3 bedroom/2 bath 
apartment. All amenities; pri-
vate W/D. Large deck. Parking. 
Full 2022 season. Call 917-
881-6064

NEXT SEASON

FOR SALE

The Barbara R. Foorman 
Science Literacy Endow-
ment and the David and Joan 
Lincoln Family Fund for Ap-
plied Ethics, endowments in 
the Chautauqua Foundation, 
provide funding for today’s 
10:30 a.m. lecture featuring 
R. Alta Charo.

Barbara Foorman is a 
long-time Chautauquan. Her 
great-grandmother, Florence 
A. Roblee, graduated from 
the Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle in 1892 
and brought her mother to 
Chautauqua after that. Bar-
bara’s grandparents, Louise 
and Eugene McCarthy, came 
to Chautauqua their entire 

lives, as did their daughters, 
Marjorie Robins and Carol 
Duhme and Carol Duhme’s 
husband, Dick Duhme. 

Barbara and her hus-
band Justin Leiber and their 
daughter KC Leiber have 
come to Chautauqua every 
year for the past 30 years. 
In 2016, Barbara bought a 
house at 8 Haven so her 
daughter, son-in-law, two 
granddaughters and two 
grandsons could visit. Bar-
bara completed her under-
graduate degree in English 
at Stanford University in 
1970, her master’s of arts 
in teaching degree at Har-
vard in 1972, and her doc-

toral degree in education at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, in 1977. She is cur-
rently the Francis Eppes Pro-
fessor of Education at Florida 
State University, the director 
emeritus of the Florida Cen-
ter for Reading Research and 
the current director of the 
Regional Educational Labo-
ratory Southeast at FSU.

The David and Joan Lincoln 
Family Fund for Applied Eth-
ics was established through 
a gift of David Lincoln in 
2018 immediately prior to his 
death to allow the Institution 
to continue its programming 
in applied ethics. From 1997 
until their deaths, David and 

Joan Lincoln annually funded 
programs that sought to con-
tribute to the understand-
ing of personal ethical issues 
through morning and after-
noon lectures, Special Studies 
classes, the CLSC, and spe-
cifically designed programs. 
A goal of the program is that 
Chautauquans can encourage 
application of the knowledge 
gained during the week in 
their local communities, na-
tionally and worldwide. The 
Lincoln family remains en-
gaged at Chautauqua through 
Joan and David’s daughter 
Katie and their grandchildren 
Morgan and Harper.

The Gertrude Elser Schroed-
er Fund and the Mackenzie 
Fund for Chautauqua, en-
dowments held in the Chau-
tauqua Foundation, provide 
funding for today’s Interfaith 
Lecture by Gary Laderman.

Gertrude Schroeder was 
a native of Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, and a member of 
the Uihlein family, who con-
trolled Joseph Schlitz Brew-
ing Company. She graduat-
ed from the Emma Willard 
School and married John 
Schroeder, president of John 
Schroeder Lumber Company. 
Mrs. Schroeder was a very 
active and prominent philan-
thropist in the cultural life of 
the Milwaukee community. 
While she never attended 
Chautauqua in her lifetime, 
she was aware of its cultural 
and religious programming; 
she found support of the In-
stitution to be thoroughly 
consistent with her own val-

ue orientations and appreci-
ated the potential of its im-
pact on a broad national and 
international audience.

The Mackenzie Fund was 
established upon the retire-
ment of Ross Mackenzie as 
Chautauqua’s director of the 
Department of Religion to 
honor his and his wife Flo-
ra’s service to the Institution.  
Mackenzie served as direc-
tor of the Department from 
1989 to 1999 and subsequent-
ly served as the Institution’s 
historian until 2002. He is 
the author of the book When 
Stars and Stripes Met Ham-
mer and Sickle, describing 
the Chautauqua Conferences 
on U.S.-Soviet relations. 

Prior to his appointment 
at Chautauqua, Mackenzie 
was a professor of church 
history at the Union Theo-
logical Seminary in Rich-
mond, Virginia for 20 years. 
A native of Scotland, Mack-

enzie was educated at the 
University of Edinburgh. He 
immigrated to the United 
States in 1959 after being in-
vited to become a pastor in 
Richmond through a church 
exchange program. Flora 
Mackenzie served as a con-
stant and positive presence 
throughout her husband’s 

career and the raising of their 
family. While at Chautauqua, 
Flora oversaw the Hall of 
Missions with graciousness 
and warmth. She was an El-
der of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Jamestown and 
active on behalf of numerous 
organizations throughout 
Chautauqua County.

Foorman, Lincoln endowments provide for Charo’s morning lecture

Schroeder, Mackenzie funds support Laderman’s interfaith talk
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R E L I G I O N

Henderson gave a few more 
examples of reparations by 
institutions and people.

She said she was encour-
aged by the story of Virgin-
ia Gov. Ralph Northam, who 
was found to have worn 
blackface alongside anoth-
er person in a Ku Klux Klan 
costume in his Eastern 
Virginia Medical School 
yearbook. When that 
transpired, she thought he 
should have resigned, she 
said. But then, Northam 
began working with Black 
mayors and leaders across 
Virginia and changed his 
administration’s direction. 
Northam’s administration 
banned the death penalty, 
allocated funds to histor-
ically Black colleges, im-
plemented police reform 
measures and removed 
Confederate monuments.

A cynical perspective 
would have one assume he 
did this for political purpos-
es, Henderson said, but she 
takes him at his word.

“It’s a story laced with all 
those theological words like 
redemption and forgive-
ness, learning and repay-
ment of a debt,” she said.

Good intentions are no 
longer sufficient, Henderson 
said, and to grow a circle of 
belonging, people must have 
difficult conversations. She 
advised people to pick one 
issue that is most heart-
breaking to them and learn 
and engage with it as much 
as they can.

“Whose voices are you lis-
tening to?” she said. “Who is 
most impacted? Who is miss-
ing? What can you learn? 
What can we learn? Talk to 
people, have those hard con-
versations. Bring it to your 
religious communities. Give 
money. Vote. Find the part-

ners who are doing the work 
and go to work there.” 

Henderson then turned to 
climate change, comparing 
lessons there to those from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It laid us low and hum-
bled us,” she said. “It re-
minded us we are all inti-
mately connected.”

She said environmental 
and racial justice are linked, 
in that our relationship with 
the environment has been 
tainted by colonization and 
theological rationalization.

She said humans see 
themselves as stewards of 
the environment, which puts 
people in the place of God.

During Henderson’s home 
remodel, she found snake 
skins in her new pantry. 
Days later, she found anoth-
er in the same spot.

Before COVID-19, Hen-
derson said, she would have 
rushed to pour cement over 
every hole in the house to 

prevent the snake from re-
turning. Instead, she admired 
the snake’s patterns and body 
memory, always returning to 
its favorite spot to shed, and 
was grateful it didn’t reveal it-
self while she was around. She 
said she wouldn’t have been 
able to form this perspective 
without the pandemic.

With regard to climate 
change, Henderson said peo-
ple aren’t persuaded by facts 
or data, but rather by feel-
ing a sense of belonging and 
connection. She said having 
conversations with one an-
other is more persuasive.

One way Henderson feels 
connected is through the tat-
too of a mandala on her fore-
arm, with a circle in which 
there’s a tree of life, she said. 
The tattoo has roots in a red 
thread, which she said sym-
bolizes humans’ lifeblood is 
connected with nature.

This meaning has changed 
for her over time. When 

she went to a memorial for 
Black people lynched in this 
country, in Montgomery, Al-
abama, she realized her tat-
too represented not only her 
original intent, but also the 
lynching tree and the blood 
of ancestors.

She realized her tattoo 
represents her expand-
ing circle of belonging and 
connection.

“We carry each other,” she 
said. “We’re all accountable to 
one another. We have to hold 

each other tight.”
As she leaves Auburn 

Seminary later this year, 
Henderson said she is look-
ing forward to seeing and 
working with people march-
ing in streets, online or sing-
ing at Chautauqua.

“I look forward to working 
with you as people of faith 
and moral courage, spread 
out all over the country to 
turn precarity into promise 
and polarization into possi-
bility,” she said.

HENDERSON
FROM PAGE 2

It laid us low and humbled us. It reminded us we are all 
intimately connected.”

—THE REV. KATHARINE RHODES HENDERSON
President, 

Auburn Theological Seminary
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JULY 7

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma Meditation). Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd 
floor, Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 Chautauqua Foundation Board 
of Directors Open House. 
Athenaeum Hotel Porch

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Emerging with a Little Help 
from My Friends.” The Rev. Zina 
Jacque, lead pastor, Community 
Church of Barrington, Illinois. 
Amphitheater

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) “How Atmospheric Co2 
Impacts our Climate.” Paul 
Nordine. Hurlbut Sanctuary and 
Zoom (chautauquascience.com)

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Historical 
Sketches.” Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House and Zoom 
(cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:00 (10–5) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Bestor Plaza

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Genome Editing.” R. Alta Charo, 
Warren P. Knowles Professor 
Emerita of Law and Bioethics, 
University of Wisconsin at Madison. 
Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00  Brown Bag. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) “Quaker 
Perspectives on the Future of 
Faith.” Gretchen Castle, Friends 
World Committee for Consultation. 
Quaker House, 28 Ames and Zoom 
(email friend@quakerschq.org)

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00  (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 Women in Ministry. UCC Randall 
Chapel

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Faith in Drugs: America’s 
Religious Future.” Gary 
Laderman, Goodrich C. White 

Professor of American Religious 
History and Cultures, Emory 
University. Amphitheater

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:00 Language Hour. CWC House

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Mah Jongg. Sports Club

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

4:00 Purple Martin Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin. Rain or shine. Meet 
at the purple martin houses next to 
the Sports Club

4:00 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) Tie 
Dying. All ages. Bestor Plaza

4:30 Season’s Greetings. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Fee. CWC House

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) On Facebook and 
Zoom. (unitychq.org)

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. Alicia Olatuja. 
“Intuition — Songs from the 
Minds of Women.” Amphitheater

7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma Meditation).  Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Even 
If No One Knows, Emerge.” The 
Rev. Zina Jacque, lead pastor, 
Community Church of Barrington, 
Illinois. Amphitheater

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) “Jewish 
Psychology.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:00 (10–5) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Bestor Plaza

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Ariel Ekblaw, founder and director, 
MIT Space Exploration Initiative. 
Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) DIY 
Ice Cream with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. Bestor Plaza

12:00  (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by 
the Friends of the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Pat Averbach, 
author, Resurrecting Rain. Estelle 
Rauch, author, Sally’s Dreams. 
Zoom (visitchq.org/fcwc)

12:30 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 Virtual Contemporary Issues 
Forum. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Simone Boyce, Emmy-nominated 
news reporter, anchor, producer 
and host. CHQ Assembly 
(assembly.chq.org)

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:30 Nature Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin. Rain or shine. Meet 
at the lake side (back) of Smith 
Wilkes Hall

1:00 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. Methodist House Chapel

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:00 Post-Lecture Discussion. Karthik 
Vishwanath, associate professor, 
Department of Physics, Miami 
University of Ohio. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

4:00 Film Screening. “Bagels over 
Berlin.” (Sponsored by Chabad 
Jewish House.) Followed by 
Q-and-A with producer Alan 
Feinberg. Zigdon Jewish House.

4:30 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Ultimate 
Frisbee. Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
playground

5:00 Worship Sharing. Quaker House

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 SPECIAL. The Acrobats of Cirque-
tacular. Amphitheater

chqdaily.com
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