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The Acrobats of Cirque-tacular are 
among the last remaining Ameri-
can circuses, and they’re coming to 
Chautauqua Institution this week by 
way of aerial tricks and contortion.

At 7:30 p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater, the Acrobats will be 
performing a variety show for the 
third time at Chautauqua, and the 
first time since 2016.

Tad Emptage, producer and di-
rector of the company, said along 
with aerial acrobatics and contor-
tion, the audience can expect to 

see ground acrobatics and a vari-
ety of circus specialty skills.

“We’re very much looking forward 
to having live people in the audi-
ence,” Emptage said. “It is the thing 
that performers miss the most. It’s 
not just a job — it’s most assuredly a 
passion and a calling to share these 
moments in time with people.”

Founded in 2007, the company 
has multiple touring stage produc-
tions — including an all-purpose 
variety show that is scalable in size 
and content that does most of the 
touring to accommodate different 
venues. They have performed in all 

50 states and in over 70 countries.
All but two of the cast members 

are new to Chautauqua, so there will 
be plenty of surprises, high energy 
and new things to see for those who 
came to the 2016 show, Emptage said.

“The beautiful thing about the 
circus is that it’s something that 
appeals to all age groups and all in-
terests, because it’s visual and fast-
paced,” he said.

Each act tends to be three to four 
minutes long. If one act isn’t appeal-
ing, Emptage said, there will be some-
thing new to experience in no time.
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Ariel Ekblaw doesn’t know 
yet if space is the final 
frontier — there’s still much 
unknown about the uni-
verse. But she does know 
that at this time, space is 
one absolutely compelling 
and captivating frontier to 
explore … and inhabit. 

Ekblaw is the director of 
the MIT Space Exploration 
Initiative, a research group of 
10 people that serves a com-
munity of 50-plus graduate 
students, faculty and staff. 
Founded in 2016, the Initia-
tive works on prototyping 
the artifacts for the future 
of life in space: architec-
ture, food, health, wearables 
(space suits) — all things for 
the interior life of a future 
space tourist or astronaut.

Ekblaw’s research fo-
cuses on space architec-
ture and designing habitats 
(closed volumes that people 
live in) that self-assemble 
in space. Her doctoral de-
gree at MIT focused on that 
self-assembling space ar-
chitecture, called TESSER-
AE, which can be thought 
of as Legos that snap them-
selves together in orbit. 

Currently, the modules 
astronauts live in are alumi-
num shells that are prefabri-
cated on the ground, like the 
International Space Station 
currently in orbit. 

At 10:30 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater, Ekblaw 
will delve into Week Two’s 
theme “New Frontiers: Ex-
ploring Today’s Unknowns” 
with a lecture on the future 
of space habitation and the 
ethical questions that arise 
from these processes. 

“By designing space hab-
itats that can keep humans 
alive in one really extreme 
environment, against the 
vacuum, in extreme tem-
peratures in space — we 
learn a lot about how to 
help human life adapt on 
the surface of the earth,” 
Ekblaw said. 

Ekblaw grew up reading 
a lot of science fiction. She 
loves books that paint an 
imaginary, or sometimes 
a very realistic, vision of 
what life in space is like. 

Ekblaw’s parents are 
both Air Force pilots, and 
there’s a long tradition of 
Air Force pilots becoming  
astronauts. Her parents 
didn’t choose that path, 
but the importance of ex-
ploration and serving her 
country always lived large 
in Ekblaw’s childhood — in 
addition to her deep and 
profound love of space. 

Ekblaw and her team are 
currently working on the 
next space flight test mis-
sion for TESSERAE  (Tes-
sellated Electromagnetic 
Space Structures for the 
Exploration of Reconfig-
urable, Adaptive Environ-
ments). In March 2020, they 
prepared and deployed a 
30-day experiment mission 
on the ISS, launching min-
iature tiles to space to test 

the self-assembling concept 
— they launched on SpaceX 
CRS-20. The test flight was 
successful, so now they’re 
working on building the first 
large-scale, human-sized 
tiles to launch. 

The team tests both the 
self-assembly and self-dis-
assembly of tiles. The minia-
ture ones came together and 
apart on their own. Ekblaw 
said there’s sensing intelli-
gence in each tile, so there 
is no human controlling the 
process — something they 
call a quasi-stochastic, or 
somewhat randomly deter-
mined, process. 

“There are ways that 
they want to come togeth-
er,” she said. “There are 
magnets on their edges that 
are drawing them together 
to bond on their own. Via 
their onboard sensing sys-
tem, the tiles determine 
whether they did a good 
job — whether they came 
together correctly or need 
to try again.” 

One of the aspects Ekblaw 
thinks is most timely for so-
ciety, and why she’s interest-
ed in space, is that there are 
extreme environments on 
the surface of the earth, but 
that space is also an extreme 
environment itself. She 
hopes that the systems they 
design for life in space could 
be robust enough that they 
can learn from them and 
apply them to earth-based 
populations as well. 

One technology she thinks 
might be transferable is “en-
vironmental control and life 
support systems.” The TES-
SERAE platform is the exo-
shell, the self-assembling 
architecture, but this system 
is the engineering that would 
go on the inside for the envi-
ronmental control. 

“There’s a lot of differ-
ent environmental con-
trols they can design for 
the inside of space struc-
tures that might also come 
back down to benefit life on 
earth,” Ekblaw said.

Ekblaw is looking for-
ward to sharing the best-
in-class new technical 
ideas for making life in 
space a reality, and she is 
looking forward to asking if 
it sounds appealing to peo-
ple. She said pretty soon 
“everyday people” will be 
wanting to go to space, not 
just astronauts. 

‘Living’ space as the newest 
frontier: MIT’s Ekblaw to 
focus on self-assembling 
space architecture, habitats

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 74° L 64°
Rain: 85%
Sunset: 8:55 p.m.

SATURDAY
H 74° L 60°
Rain: 24%
Sunrise: 5:51 a.m. Sunset: 8:55 p.m. 

FRIDAY
H 69° L 59°
Rain: 47%
Sunrise: 5:50 a.m. Sunset: 8:55 p.m. 
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SHIFT, CHANGE, EMERGE, GROW
Jacque continues series of morning worship sermons by drawing on 
Biblical pairs — Ruth, Naomi; Sarah, Hagar; Hannah, Peninah — 
reminding congregation that all pairings leave seeds that bear fruit.
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AN EVER-EXPANDING FRONTIER
Boston University professor Guillory tracks trail of American religion 
through history of frontiers, culminating in new, digital religions — not 
where the internet is a place to discuss God, but is God.
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See EKBLAW, Page 4

ESLAH ATTAR / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Tad Emptage performs with the Acrobats of Cirque-Tacular on July 13, 2016, in the Amphitheater. The Acrobats return to the Amp 
with a new show at 8:15 p.m. tonight.

EKBLAW

A C R O B AT S  O F  C I R Q U E-TA C U L A R  R E T U R N  T O  A M P  S TA G E  T O 
F LY,  T W I S T  A N D  C O N T O R T  F O R  C H A U TA U Q U A

FutureFuture
ENVISIONING A NEW

Charo explores history, 
misconceptions, future, 
ethics of genome editing

See ACROBATS, Page 4

See CHARO, Page 3
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Is there a difference be-
tween genetically modify-
ing a fish or a rabbit to glow 
in the dark and breeding 
dogs for a preferred look?

As technologies that 
can change parts of the 
DNA of animals  — and 
humans — expand, R. 
Alta Charo, the Warren 
P. Knowles Professor 
Emerita of Law and Bio-
ethics at the University 
of Wisconsin at Madison, 
said humans will have to 
reckon with these kinds 
of questions. 

Altering DNA has a lot of 
uses, from eliminating ge-
netic diseases and making 
animals more resistant to 

changing climates. The ap-
plication most in the spot-
light, though, is potential 
changes to humans.

“Are we really upset 
about the technology, 
about the underlying thing 
it accomplishes, or simply 
about the fact that it’s now 
easier to do it and may-
be more people will try?” 
Charo asked.

Charo, who spoke at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday in the 
Amphitheater, is a member 
of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences and 
the National Academy of 
Medicine, and the inaugu-
ral David A. Hamburg Dis-
tinguished Fellow at the 
Nuclear Threat Initiative.

Simone Boyce, Em-
my-nominated news re-
porter, anchor and pro-
ducer will deliver a virtual 
Contemporary Issues Fo-
rum for the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club at 1 p.m. 
today on the CHQ Assem-
bly Online Platform.

Boyce, currently an 
NBC News NOW corre-
spondent, will discuss 
“My Ancestors’ Wild-
est Dreams: Tracing My 
Roots All the Way to the 
Chautauqua Institution.”

Last October, in a se-
ries of MSNBC segments, 
Boyce began unearthing 
her genealogy, and traced 
her family history to 
Chautauqua through the 
story of her great-great-
great-grandmother Ade-
laide Ruth Holman, whose 

career as an educator led 
her to Institution in the 
late 1880s. 

Boyce joins the CWC to 
explore the intersection 
of identity and purpose, 
and how our past informs 
our present.

NBC News NOW’s Boyce  
to deliver virtual CIF

BOYCE
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R E L I G I O N

Baptist House
Please refer to the Facebook 
page, “Chautauqua Bap-
tist House,” for information 
about the Baptist House.

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
A service of Blessing and 
Healing will be held at 10 a.m. 
weekdays in Smith Wilkes 
Hall. This service provides a 
few quiet minutes in a very 
busy schedule. Consider 
joining to pray for yourself, 
for a friend or just to spend 
some quiet time. COVID-19 
protocols will be observed.

Catholic Community
Masses are held at 8 a.m. and 
noon weekdays in the Epis-
copal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd.

The Rev. Mark Nowak 
speaks on “Jesus Behind 
Bars: Spiritually” at 12:45 
p.m. today in the Methodist 
House Chapel at 14 Pratt on 
the Brick Walk.

The Rev. Gerald J. Bed-
nar will discuss “The Role of 
Artists in Theology” at 12:45 
p.m. Friday in the Methodist 
House Chapel.

Chabad Jewish House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin pres-
ents a class, Jewish Psychol-
ogy, from 9:15 to 10 a.m. today 
at the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and via Zoom. Come 
and study the Jewish mod-
el of human psychology and 
how to apply it when facing 
irritations, frustrations and 
loss. Visit www.cocweb.org to 
log in to classes. 

Vilenkin will present a 
lecture on Kabbalah and 
Meditation from 9:15 to 10 
a.m. Friday in the ZCJH and 
via Zoom. This class will 
delve into the actual steps 
in the process of “hitbone-
nut” meditation, in the Jew-
ish mystical tradition. The 
class will retrace the steps 
of Jewish meditation be-
ginning with the biblical 
prophets through the ages 
to the Talmudic sages and 
Jewish mystics.

The Miriam Gurary Chal-

lah Baking Series will run 
from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Friday at 
ZCJH and via Zoom. Discov-
er the meaning of Shabbat 
foods and rituals while mak-
ing and braiding challah.

All Chautauquans are 
welcome to these free activ-
ities. Shabbat candle light-
ing is at 8:38 p.m. Friday.

Chautauqua Dialogues
The Dialogues will resume 
in the 2022 season.

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion takes 
place from 8:30 to 8:35 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove. All are welcome.

Christian Science House
The Reading Room is open 
24/7 for reflection and prayer. 

The Bible lesson, “Sacra-
ment,” may be read along with 
current and archived copies 
of Christian Science period-
icals, including the Christian 
Science Monitor and church-
based resources on the com-
puter. All are welcome. 

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
The chapel is open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for 
prayer and meditation. Occu-
pancy is limited to 40 people. 

Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
“Aulcie” (2019; 72 minutes; 
English and Hebrew with 
subtitles) will be shown on-
line through 5 p.m. Friday 
with subscriptions to as-
sembly.chq.org.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting 
nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off at any time at the Scott 
entrance of Hurlbut Church, 
where the door will be un-
locked all season.

Hebrew Congregation
Rabbi Samuel Stahl, Emeri-
tus, of Temple Beth-El in San 
Antonio, Texas and cantori-
al soloist Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz, lead a Kabbalat 
Shabbat service, to welcome 
the Sabbath from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Friday at Miller Park. Smith 
Wilkes Hall is the rain venue.

Stahl, soloist John Myers, 
organist Bruce Gingrich Or-
ganist and the Choir Quartet 
from Temple Anshe Hesed, 
Erie, lead the Hebrew Con-
gregation Sabbath morning 
service from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Saturday in the Hurlbut 
Sanctuary.

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone is invited. 
The church serves lunch 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
weekdays at the church. 
The cost is $9. 

Members of Hurlbut 
Church will serve dinner 
from 5 to 7 p.m. tonight in 
the Hurlbut dining room. 
The cost is $13 for adults and 
$8 for children. All proceeds 
benefit the mission and min-
istries of the Hurlbut Church. 
Meals are eat-in or takeout. 
Masks are required if you 
have not been vaccinated.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons

The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and meditation 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

Islamic Community
Jum’ah, the Friday Muslim 
communal prayer, resumes 
in the 2022 season.

Labyrinth
Chautauquans have an op-
portunity to walk the Lab-
yrinth, located next to 
Turner Community Center 
just north of the parking 
lot. The Labyrinth is always 
open for quiet meditation. 
Bring your gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. William Cox pre-
sides at the Evening Vespers 
at 7 p.m. tonight in the Lu-
theran House. All are wel-
come, but unvaccinated 
guests must be masked.

Mystic Heart Meditation
Subagh Singh leads Sikh 
Dharma meditation from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays in 
the Marion Lawrence Room 
in Hurlbut Church, second 
floor. Enter via the side door 
on Scott Ave. An elevator is 
available. Consult http://
themysticheart.org/index.
html for more information.

Carol McKiernan leads 
Centering Prayer from 7:30 
to 8:30 a.m. Saturday in the 
Marion Lawrence Room in 
Hurlbut Church.

Consult http://themys-
ticheart.org/index.html for 
more information.

Presbyterian House
Presbyterian House invites 
all Chautauquans for coffee 
on the porch following the 
weekday morning worship 
and preceding the 10:30 a.m. 
lecture. Persons ages 12 and 
older who have not been 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 must wear a mask 
at all times at porch events.

United Church of Christ
The Rev. Dirkje F. Legerstee 
leads us in discovering how 
our bodies can fully par-
ticipate in the worship of 
God leads Vespers at 7 p.m. 
today at the UCC Society 
Headquarters. 

United Methodist
All are welcome to stop for 
coffee between morning 
worship and the 10:30 a.m. 
lecture on the United Meth-
odist House porch.

Richard Heitzenrater, 
the William Kellon Quick 
Professor Emeritus of 
church history and Wesley 
studies at Duke University 
Divinity School, begins a 
summer-long series, “Em-
inent Chautauquans,” at 
7 p.m. today in the United 
Methodist chapel. Come 
and learn about early Chau-
tauquans Homer Moore 
and Isabella Arden.

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds Daily Word 
meditation from 8 to 8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the lower 
level of Hurlbut Church.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHEBRIEFLY

NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Chautauqua Piano Competition finals
The 2021 Chautauqua School of Music Piano Competition 
finals will be streamed at 2 p.m. today via Zoom. This is a 
virtual event only. Email music@chq.org for access.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Emmy-nominated NBC Now news correspondent Simone 
Boyce delivers a Virtual Contemporary Issues Forum event, 
“My Ancestors’ Wildest Dreams: Tracing My Roots All the 
Way to the Chautauqua Institution,” at 1 p.m. today on the 
CHQ Assembly Online Platform (assembly.chq.org).

Bird, Tree & Garden Club Lake Walk
Join Jack Gulvin at 1:30 p.m. today starting at the lake side 
of Smith Wilkes Hall for a BTG Lake Walk.

Softball league news
At 5 p.m. today at Sharpe Field, there will be a kids soft-
ball game. Bring a glove if you have one. Extra equipment 
available. Contact Carrie Zachry at 512-507-4232 or car-
riezachry@gmail.com for more information.

At 6:30 p.m. today at Sharpe Field, the Arthritics play the 
YAC PAC. At 5 p.m. Friday, the Slugs play the Fish Heads.

Post-lecture discussion
Join Karthik Vishwanath, physics professor at Miami Uni-
versity of Ohio, for conversation following the week’s Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series programs at 3 p.m. today on the CHQ 
Assembly Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org), with a brief presen-
tation followed by facilitated community discussion.

Master class offered
Ariel Ekblaw, founder and director of the MIT Space Ex-
ploration Initiative and today’s Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries speaker, leads a master class at 10:30 a.m. Friday at 
Smith Wilkes Hall as part of the 2021 Special Studies of-
ferings; registration is required through learn.chq.org or 
in person at Hultquist Center. There is a fee for this event. 

Worship Sharing at Quaker House
Quaker worship sharing is an opportunity for partici-
pants to articulate what is rising in their hearts, at 5 p.m. 
today at the Quaker House, 28 Ames. 

Authors’ Hour
At 12:15 p.m. today via Zoom, Pat Averbach (fiction: Res-
urrecting Rain) and Estelle Rauch (fiction: Sally’s Dreams) 
will read from their work as part of Week Two’s Authors’ 
Hour. For more information, visit www.chq.org/fcwc.

Literary Arts Contests 
Writers of all ages are invited to submit their poetry or 
prose by July 25 to the Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center writing contests. For information and instructions, 
visit www.chq.org/fcwc. Direct questions to friendsofthe-
writerscenter@gmail.com.

Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem Project
At 5 p.m. July 21 via Zoom, selected Chautauquans will 
read their favorite published poem as part of the Friends 
of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center Favorite Poem Project. 
Apply online at www.chq.org/fcwc by July 14. Questions 
should be directed to 4normarees@gmail.com. 

CLSC Class of 2021 news
The deadline for both the Chautauqua Literary and Scientif-
ic Circle Class of 2021 and Guild of the Seven Seals graduate 
levels is extended until Friday. Apply at www.chq.org/clsc. 

CLSC Young Readers author presentation
Join Traci Sorell, author with the late Charlene Willing 
McManis of Week Three CLSC Young Readers selection 
Indian No More, at 4 p.m. Friday on the CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org). Young readers interested in 
submitting questions before the presentation can email 
Alyssa Porter at aporter@chq.org.

Chautauqua Property Owners Association info session
At 2 p.m. Friday in the lower level of the St. Elmo, in the In-
termezzo Social Club (formerly La Familia), board members 
discuss opportunities for active participation in the CPOA, 
followed by Q-and-A, discussion and light refreshments.

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to 
the editor. Letters 
should be submitted 
electronically, no 
more than 350 words 
and are subject to 
editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s 
signature including 
name, address and 
telephone number for 
verification. Works 
containing demeaning, 
accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be 
published. 

Submit letters to: 
Sara Toth, editor 

stoth@chq.org 

Follow the 
Daily for 
a steady 
stream of 
the latest news from 
the grounds on Twitter:
@chqdaily

THE CHQ DAILY
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L E C T U R E

Open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday thru Thursday,
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday & Saturday.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
R. Alto Charo, Warren P. Knowles Professor Emerita of Law and Bioethics at the University of Wisconsin at Madison, delivers her lecture, “Now I Am Become Life, Creator or Worlds: The Era of Biotechnology,” 
Wednesday in the Amphitheater. 

Wednesday morning, she 
explored society’s attitude 
toward genome editing, 
different current practices 
and how the advancing field 
has raised questions about 
what it even means to be 
human. Her lecture, titled 
“Now I Am Become Life, 
Creator of Worlds: The Era 
of Biotechnology,” was the 
third part of Chautauqua 
Lecture Series’ Week Two 
theme, “New Frontiers: Ex-
ploring Today’s Unknowns.”

Scientists weren’t always 
conscious of how far their 
work could expand. In the 
19th century, many were 
simply enamored with the 
inventive power of science. 
But, as more and more cata-
strophic weapons were con-
ceived and deployed in the 
20th century, this captiva-
tion turned to terror. 

J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
the father of the atomic 
bomb, was eerily conscious 

of the power his work cre-
ated. While testing the 
Manhattan Project during 
World War II, he witnessed 
the first detonation of a nu-
clear weapon, and quoted 
Hindu scripture: “Now I am 
become Death, the destroy-
er of worlds.”

In the late 20th centu-
ry, fear rose around the 
environmental impacts of 
genome editing. One ex-
periment with genome ed-
iting attempted to protect 
strawberries from frost us-
ing a commercial product 
called Frostban; the woman 
spraying the strawberries 
wore a full hazmat suit.

“That image of having to 
wear a hazmat suit while 
spraying the field — some-
thing incredibly innocuous 
as genetic changes go — is 
probably what helped to 
lead to things like the fear 
of genetically engineered 
food that we now see,” 
Charo said.

Then public attitudes 
transformed again, this time 

with growing fear about 
reproduction. Instances of 
cloning, such as Dolly the 
sheep, Charo said, caused a 
media frenzy; some states 
even issued bans on cloning. 

Charo gave two examples 
of more recent genome edit-
ing: the first was mammoths 
and another was tomatoes. 

The first revolves around 
some scientists claiming re-
introducing the mammoth 
would be beneficial to the 
ecosystem. Critics say that 
there is no way to measure 
the impact of reintroducing 
the species to an environ-
ment that has changed over 
thousands of years.

“It was really driven by this 
magical idea of bringing back 
extinct species,” Charo said. 
“There’s something really 
very romantic about that.”

The second revolves 
around hybrid tomatoes. 
The tomato was bred over 
the years in order to last 
longer and travel better, 
though this made it less fla-
vorful. Now, there is an ef-
fort to create a tomato that 
is flavorful and able to grow 
in more places, so that the 
produce does not have to 
travel as far. 

“If it was exactly the 
same, every base pair, every 
last one was identical be-
tween the one that we cre-
ated, and the one that you 
picked off the vine originally 
— they’re literally identical in 
every possible chemical way 

— would it bother you that 
one of them has been engi-
neered?” Charo asked.

Beyond extinct mam-
moths and everyday pro-
duce, the main focus within 
the field of DNA manipula-
tion is combating genet-
ic diseases, such as some 
forms of blindness and 
sickle cell. 

Charo said the two forms 
of manipulation are treat-
ments that change the genes 
of a single person, with the 
changes essentially lasting 
one lifetime; and chang-
ing the genes of embryos, 
with the changes able to be 
passed down.

One scientist focused on 
changing embryos in order 
to give children more immu-
nity to HIV. His work caused 
controversy, Charo said, be-
cause of the touchy subject 
of the work; critics also said 
his work was completely un-
necessary, considering that 
none of the mothers partic-
ipating in the trial had HIV, 
and that medicine was al-
ready advancing to treat HIV.

“We have absolutely 
nothing near the level of ba-
sic science research that you 
need to even think you have 
a good way to predict how 
well this is going to work, 
and what level of risks you’re 
facing,” Charo said.

All of these are examples 
of how far humans have pro-
gressed, and Charo said hu-
manity has more power than 

ever before. This change in 
humanity’s power has made 
people ask what being hu-
man even means and what it 
means to “play god.” 

Charo’s final example 
was Mendel’s Dwarf, a nov-
el about a geneticist with 
dwarfism. In one scene, he is 
looking at embryos in a dish 
and realizes he can choose 
which one to “bring to birth,” 
whether it be one with his 
genetic disease or not.

“He has this revelation 
that, for him, the deity actu-
ally is the one who just rolls 
the dice. The deity is the one 
who sets up a system,” Cha-
ro said. “He says, ‘If I choose, 
that is not being God, that is 
being human,’ a complete re-
versal of the way that phrase, 
playing God, is understood.”

Amy Gardner, vice pres-
ident of advancement and 
campaign director, asked as 
part of the Q-and-A session 
international review boards 
exist for genome editing. 

Charo said that she is on 
one of these boards, but en-
forcing and practicing poli-
cies mostly comes down to 
individual countries. An in-
dividual country’s policies 
around genome editing of-
ten come down to how they 
govern themselves, and the 
country’s primary religion. 
Majority Christian, Jewish or 
Muslim countries often hold 
different views on this topic. 

In some countries, like 
the United States, every-
thing is essentially allowed 
until the government says 

otherwise; in other coun-
tries, if the government 
doesn’t explicitly state that 
the practice is allowed, 
then it is not. 

Gardner then asked what 
can be done to help societies 
adapt to the incredible rate 
of change of gene-editing 
technologies. 

“Often the change does 
not happen across all seg-
ments of society. It doesn’t 
happen in a very big way,” 
Charo said. “There are tech-
nologies that people worry 
about because they think 
everyone is going to use it, 
but they won’t. So we don’t 
have to worry about (an) 
enormous societal impact.”

In terms of sperm dona-
tions, many thought, and 
still believe, that people 
would choose the donors 
who are taller and more 
conventionally attractive. 
One business used a mod-
el that almost guaranteed 
that the child would be tall, 
blonde and strong. Charo 
said this organization failed 
quickly because the busi-
ness model counted on its 
customers prioritizing con-
ventional beauty.

“You don’t get people doing 
it because they want to see 
if they can have a kid that’s 
going to be more athletic or 
not,” Charo said. “They do it 
because they don’t want a kid 
who is going to have cystic 
fibrosis and is going to be in 
the doctor’s office, day after 
day, month after month, try-
ing to breathe.”

CHARO
FROM PAGE 1
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“Part of our mission as de-
signers and engineers for 
space is to make that an ap-
pealing future, so that more 
people see themselves in 
the future of space explora-
tion,” Ekblaw said. 

Space is a profound com-
mon environment (shared 
areas that require humans 
to have good behavior and 
to treat the environment 
well), Ekblaw said. So, there 
is a huge ethical question 
in space exploration that 
humanity needs to address: 
How can we respect the 
space commons and take 
care of it as a domain? 

Space debris is just one is-
sue Ekblaw plans to discuss 
in her lecture today. She said 

there is a lot of debris in or-
bit around the earth from 
our early spacefaring activ-
ities as a species (Apollo Era 
to present day) and that it’s 
posing a significant chal-
lenge. Space debris can be a 
serious danger to spacecraft 
orbiting in the same area as 
the debris, as the spacecraft 
can be punctured or dam-
aged. More space debris can 
cause more collisions, which 
cause more space debris — 
an effect called the Kessler 
syndrome.

Ekblaw thinks the “New 
Frontiers” theme for Week 
Two is an interesting top-
ic because it’s important to 
share the advanced prog-
ress in space exploration 
and pose these ethical 
questions with a broader 

swath of people, she said. 
“Earth citizens, U.S. cit-

izens, frequenters of Chau-
tauqua should get to have a 
say in the future of things 
that might affect their lives, 
and these are technologies 
that could come to affect 
millions, eventually billions 
of people’s lives,” she said. 

Ekblaw said it’s import-
ant for people to learn about 
the science behind such ad-
vancements, but it’s also im-
portant for them to question 
it — it’s about dialogue. 

The reason space fits as a 
new frontier right now, Ek-
blaw said, is because there 
is currently a surge of ac-
tivity in the space industry, 
something that hasn’t been 
seen to this degree since 
the Apollo Era.

The U.S. is planning for 
the first woman to go to the 
surface of the moon (Arte-
mis mission) and looking 
ahead to possible human 
missions to Mars; there’s 
also potential for commer-
cial space habitats in low 
Earth orbit — not just the 
government-funded ISS 
that’s already out there, but 
companies having space 
habitats that could some-
day be space hotels.

“All these big develop-
ments — moon, mars and 
low Earth orbit — are com-
ing in this next decade, and 
maybe into the 2030s for a 
human Mars mission, and 
this is a really big, literal 
frontier,” Ekblaw said. “It is 
exploring the ‘final frontier’ 
for humanity.”
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Emptage has always been 
a performer. Growing up 
in rural Ohio and Michi-
gan, he found an interest 
in musical theater. Around 
15 years ago, he befriended 
a few circus performers in 
New York City. His time to 
hang out was their training 
time, so pretty soon he was 
learning tricks just for fun.

“Well, after a couple 
years touring with them I 
had learned enough tricks 
that I was a bona fide circus 
performer myself,” he said.

Emptage eventually de-
cided that circus perform-
ing was more fun than mu-
sical theater, so from that 
point forward he changed 
his path.

It was never his intention 
to start a company — that 
sort of happened on a whim.

“Once I decided to be in 
the circus, I started comb-
ing the streets of New York 
looking for venues that had 
enough ceiling height to be 
able to accommodate us,” 

he said. “I would walk right 
in and tell them, ‘Hey, you 
don’t have a circus, but this 
is why you need it.’ Eventu-
ally, I landed a couple gigs.”

After finding more per-
formers to join him and 
snagging regular gigs, Emp-
tage slowly began informal-
ly managing his performers. 
People would ask for some-
one who could do aerial 
work, and he would point 
them in the right direction. 
Eventually, he needed to 
make things a bit more for-
mal. So, he got a contract, 
and the company was born.

“It was quite by acci-
dent,” Emptage said, “but it 
was organic.”

COVID-19’s hit on the per-
forming arts industry was a 
huge hurdle Emptage and his 
company had to vault.

“I didn’t expect that it 
was going to be as bad as it 
was,” he said. “As the eter-
nal optimist, I was think-
ing it was just going to be 
a couple of months. I didn’t 
expect to have to furlough 
or lay off the artists to get 
them on unemployment.”

The unemployment was 
a lifesaver. Emptage said 
the Acrobats make 100% 
of their living from touring 
and performing live, which 
they could no longer do. 
A year and a half of shows 
were canceled within the 
span of six weeks.

The company has been 
open for a few months now, 
slowly coming back to life.

The biggest challenge 
has been that most of the 
circus training facilities 
in the New York area did 
not survive the economic 
challenges of COVID-19, so 
the Acrobats haven’t had 
a place to train. The few 
shows they’ve had in the 
past couple of months have 
allowed enough opportu-
nities that the performers 
are getting back into phys-
ical shape.

“But we’re happy and op-
timistic that this is going to 
be a good rest of the year, 
and a great performance at 
Chautauqua,” Emptage said.

When the company 
came to Chautauqua Insti-
tution for the first time in 

2011, they were in develop-
ment for a show called “Art 
of Circus,” and they used 
Chautauqua to do a soft 
premiere at the end of their 
original variety show.

“People stayed,” Emptage 
said. “They were our first au-
dience and our first feedback 
as we were in development. 
That was really special.”

The Acrobats plan to do 
the same thing this year, 
performing a three-act 
sneak peak of an entire-
ly new show called “Viv-
aldi and Vaudeville” at the 
end of their variety show 
tonight. The new show 
follows the theme of envi-
sioning a new future that’s 
connected to the past.

“The show is about re-
thinking what was common 
knowledge in the past in a 
way that pertains to today 
and tomorrow,” Emptage 
said. “Rethinking things 
that are both familiar and 
not familiar. It’s about col-
lapsing time and allowing 
contemporary minds to 
merge with minds of the 
past.”

EKBLAW
FROM PAGE 1

ACROBATS
FROM PAGE 1
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Jacque: Jesus pairs us with people who will help us shift, change, emerge, grow

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Jesus was in the middle of his own emergence when he 
sent the 70 disciples out two by two. “He was moving 
from safety to danger,” said the Rev. Zina Jacque. “He 
set his face toward Jerusalem, where he was going 

to anger the authorities, upset the laws and then would 
head to the old rugged cross.” Jacque preached at the 9 a.m. 
Wednesday worship service in the Amphitheater. Her ser-
mon title was “Emerging with a Little Help from my Friends.” 
The Scripture texts were Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 and Luke 10:1.

“I see Jesus standing with a clipboard with these disci-
ples all lined up,” Jacque said. “He is getting them ready to 
emerge, from being a receiver to a giver, from a follower to 
a leader, from a student to a teacher. He is sending them out 
to set the table.”

She continued: “The 70 were elated until they were 
deflated. Jesus sent them out with no money, no provisions 
and told them not to make friends. He was sending them 
out like lambs with pork chops in the midst of wolves. He 
sent them out with nothing.”

Or did he? 
“He chose those 70; they were no pickup team,” Jacque 

said. “There was a purpose in their pairings.”
The writer of Ecclesiastes said that two people are bet-

ter than one. Two people can share work, help each other 
up if one falls — they can keep each other warm on a cold 
night, and together they can prevail against a bully.

“Jesus knew that he was making Ecclesiastes’ words 
manifest in the lives of the disciples. He knew that he was 
doubling their gifts to go into the world and they would 
hold each other up,” she said.

The problem with pairings, Jacque said, is that they don’t 
always work out. “Moses had a lot of trouble with his sister 
and brother. Joseph’s brothers threw him in a pit. The 12 
disciples quarreled about who was the greatest. Paul, the 
apostle, kicked a lot of people to the curb.”

Sarah and Hagar did not get along. Hannah and Penin-
nah could not live in the same house.  

“One pairing that did work was Naomi and Ruth,” Jacque 
said. “It worked because Ruth was committed and deter-
mined. She took one for the team by going out to glean so 
they could eat. Naomi was willing to be honest and vulner-
able. She was an advocate for Ruth with Boaz.”

Jacque continued, “Naomi told Ruth to get all ‘Jean Naté‘d’ 
and go sleep at Boaz’s feet. She set Ruth up for success and 
when Ruth’s child, Obed, was born, she placed him on Nao-
mi’s knee to show that they would raise the child together.”

At the beginning of her sermon, Jacque had asked the 
congregation to think of someone they worked or volun-
teered with and to hold that person in thought. 

“As we emerge from Chautauqua and get ready to return 
home, we find ourselves paired with that person I asked you 
to think about. Is this someone you can be open and vulner-
able with? Can you say, ‘Your people are my people?’ Can you 
find a partner to join and speak peace together, secured by 
the love that came wrapped in flesh?” she asked.

Jacque continued, “The truth is that pairs like Naomi and 
Ruth are rare. Pairs are more like Paul and Silas or Joseph 
and his brothers. We have bought into rugged individu-
alism and believe that to show frailty is a mistake. These 
pairings happen in falsehood.”

When we see the world, we know the gifts that the 
world needs, Jacque said, and “when we partner like Eccle-
siastes, we can do more than when alone.”

Jacque showed a slide based on Unitarian minister 
Robert Fulghum’s book All I Really Need to Know I Learned 
in Kindergarten.

“Think about the person you work with. What would you 
bless this person with: the need to play fair, say sorry, be 
aware of wonder, dance?” Jacque said.

If God has paired you with someone, what do you need 
to pray for this person? 

“Pray until you see a response,” Jacque said. “Don’t tell 
the person you are praying for them. Invite the Spirit to 
pray with you and you will see the person’s heart change. 
You will move together differently.”

She continued, “And what from Fulghum’s list should that 
person pray for you? Change is never all on one person. Both 
parts of a pair need to shift, change, emerge and grow.”

Fulghum’s list has stood the test of time, Jacque said. “If 
we are paired well, we will emerge out of stuckness. But we 
have to be as serious about ourselves as our partner needs 
to be about themselves.”

She told the congregation, “We need an adaptable spirit. 
We can’t do things like we did in 2001 or 1991. We are not 
paired for ease. Even pairs that did not work out in the 
Bible left seeds that bore fruit somewhere.”

Jacque warned the congregation that she was not 
talking about staying in toxic or dangerous relationships. 
“If you are in one of those, you need to get somewhere safe. 
But if you feel the tug that there is something more you can 
do with the person you thought about, then try.”

She asked, “Who is your Ruth with whom you can share 
body heat? Who is your Naomi, pouring life into you? Hold 
them in your heart as you emerge in obedience to Luke 
10. You were chosen to go out two by two with God’s help 
because it is not easy.”

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot presided. Macy Veto, a Learn 
and Discern intern with the International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons, read the Scripture. The pre-
lude was “Psalm 23,” by Emma Lou Diemer. Joshua Stafford, 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist and director of sacred 
music, directed members of the Motet Choir in “How Lovely 
are the Messengers,” by Felix Mendelssohn. The postlude was 
“Psalm 75,” by Emma Lou Diemer. The Samuel M. and Mary 
E. Hazlett Memorial Fund provides support for this week’s 
services and chaplain.

Even pairs that did not work out in the Bible left seeds 
that bore fruit somewhere.”

—THE REV. ZINA JACQUE
Lead Pastor, 

Community Church of Barrington, Illinois
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FOR RENT FOR RENTFOR RENT

O p e n  h o u s e  S a t .  7 / 1 0 
10am-12pm 38 Waugh-Upper. 
2BR/1.5BA, Wifi, cable, AC

NEXT SEASON

FOR SALE

40 Hurst. Beautifully renovated 
first f loor 3 bedroom/2 bath 
apartment. All amenities; pri-
vate W/D. Large deck. Parking. 
Full 2022 season. Call 917-
881-6064

Laser sailboat, excellent condi-
tion, both full rig and radial rig 
with sails. $2,500. Call 860-
463-4024

8.5  Acres  and 640+ f t .  o f 
Commercial  Lake Frontage 
One Mile from the Gates of 
Chautauqua Institution. Eight 
Million Dollars...WeWanChu.
com 716.789.3383

16 Wiley. Spacious 3-story house 
near lake and Children’s School. 
6-bedrooms, 5-baths, W/D, cable, 
WIFI. No Pets. Contact: Luisa 
Hunnewell. 917-378-2498 lhun-
newell@willowridge.com. Weeks 
2-3, 2021; Weeks 1-9, 2022.

chqdaily.com

The H. David Faust Leader-
ship Fund and The Kevin and 
Joan Keogh Family Fund, 
endowments in the Chau-
tauqua Foundation, provide 
support for today’s 10:30 
a.m. lecture by Ariel Ekblaw. 

David Faust’s wife of 
27 years, Sylvia, and his 
children, John and Susan, 
established the H. David 
Faust Leadership Fund in 
his memory with the help 
of Faust’s law firm, Steel, 
Hector & Davis, and nu-
merous friends. Since 1988, 
the Faust Leadership Fund 
has been used annually 
to promote a scholarship, 
program or project which 
best reflects Faust’s qual-
ities of leadership, vision, 
integrity and commitment 
to Chautauqua. 

Throughout Faust’s short 
life, Chautauqua played a 
major role in his develop-

ment as a person. He first 
visited as a child in the 
1940s, and he returned each 
summer, except during his 
college years. 

Even after he obtained 
his law degree from the 
University of Florida and 
established his permanent 
residence in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, he habitually 
retreated to Chautauqua to 
recharge his mind and body. 
Faust loved Chautauqua. He 
continuously volunteered 
his time and talents in a va-
riety of capacities. 

In 1983, he was elected 
to the board of trustees. 
One year later, he became 
chair of the Religion Com-
mittee. In 1985, he became 
chairman of the Task Force 
on Architectural and Land 
Use Regulations, helping 
to draft guidelines that are 
still used today to main-

tain historic preservation 
on the grounds. The same 
year, he was elected to the 
first of two terms as chair-
man of the board of trust-
ees. Sadly, he died of liver 
cancer at the age of 48, just 
one week before the open-
ing of the 1988 season.

Kevin Keogh, who passed 
away in 2003, was a part-
ner in the venture capital 
firm of Horsley, Keogh As-
sociates in San Francisco. 
His wife Joan and three 
children Sean, Maura and 
Kyle, survive him. Sean, his 
wife Kim, and their three 
boys live in Massachusetts. 
Maura and their three boys 
live in Wisconsin and Kyle 
and his wife, Liz, and their 
three children, live in New 
Canaan, Connecticut. They 
all return to Chautauqua 
each summer extending the 
Chautauqua family to an-

other generation. Kyle cur-
rently serves as a trustee of 
the Institution.

The Keoghs heard about 
Chautauqua through an ac-
quaintance in late 1974. Be-
lieving they would enjoy 
the lectures and music, and 
anticipating that their chil-
dren, ages 3, 5 and 7 would 
enjoy Children’s School and 
Club, they rented an apart-
ment sight unseen for a 
week in 1975. 

Their family has been 
back every year since, pur-
chasing their home on the 
grounds in 1983. 

Joan served on Chautau-
qua’s board of trustees from 
1990 to 1998, was director 
emeritus of the Chautau-
qua Women’s Club, served 
on the board of the Chau-
tauqua Catholic Communi-
ty and was a member of the 
Planned Giving Committee.

Faust, Keogh funds provide support for Ekblaw

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures? Join 
the CHQ Assembly 
community to digitally 
keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua.

Visit assembly.chq.org

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG

chqdaily.com
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An ever-expanding frontier: Guillory explores digital religions
MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

Americans are fascinated 
by frontier narratives, and 
the United States has always 
pursued the newest frontier, 
whatever that may be, said 
Margarita Simon Guillory. 

Guillory, associate pro-
fessor of religion and Af-
rican American studies at 
Boston University, sees re-
ligion in digital technology 
as the latest frontier.

Among this new frontier 
are truly digital religions — 
where the internet is not sim-
ply a place to talk about God, 
but where the Internet is God. 

At 1 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Amphitheater, Guillory pre-
sented her lecture, “To Boldly 
Go: Technological Frontiers 
and the Changing Landscape 
of American Religion,” the 
second of three Interfaith Se-
ries Lectures on “New Fron-
tiers: Exploring the Future of 
Religion in America.”

“Frontier” does not have a 
rigid meaning, Guillory said. 
Rather, the meaning shifts 
based on geographical ex-
pansion. From the 18th to 
19th century, the U.S. ex-
panded from the Allegheny 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
River, then from the Missou-
ri River to the Rocky Moun-
tains and finally the Pacific 
Ocean. Each geographical 
feature served as a boundary, 
and beyond it lay the newest 
frontier, Guillory said.  

After there was no geo-
graphical land to continue 
U.S. expansion, the country 
needed a new frontier.

“Indeed, science was the 
new frontier to be explored 
and conquered,” Guillory said. 

She referenced two of 
President John F. Kenne-
dy’s speeches — his Demo-
cratic nominee acceptance 
speech and 1962 “moon 
shot” speech — in which he 
acknowledged science and 
space aviation were new 
frontiers that should be pi-
oneered by the U.S. 

“Scientists themselves 
began to employ frontier 
language, using it as a device 
to discuss scientific innova-
tions and secure govern-
ment funding and to garner 
interest from the American 
public,” Guillory said.

At a White House cer-
emony in 2000, President 
Bill Clinton celebrated the 
Human Genome Project’s 
success in creating a map 
showing 85% of the human 
genome, Guillory said. He 
compared this map to one 
from two centuries prior, 
one that President Thomas 
Jefferson applauded, which 
showed U.S. expansion to 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Guillory said Clinton called 
the genome map the “most 
important, most wondrous 
map produced by mankind.”

She then explained how 
this exploration impacted 
American religious history. 

“At the turn of the 19th 
century, the backwoods, 
the very spaces that char-
acterized the western 
frontier, burst into spiri-
tual flame,” Guillory said. 
“This fire came in the form 
of frontier revivalism.”

That flame was kindled 
in 1801 after 20,000 peo-
ple attended a revivalist 
meeting in Cane Ridge, 
Kentucky, part of the coun-
try’s first great religious 
awakening where people 

would come from far and 
wide, on horseback and on 
foot, from different ethnic-
ities and economic back-
grounds, for social and 
spiritual connection.

“Frontier camp meetings 
became outlets of spiritual 
instruction, entertainment, 
leisure and social interac-
tion,” she said. “Large gath-
erings like this became the 
driving force of frontier re-
vivalism. Smaller scale ac-
tivities were equally vital.”

One small-scale example 
Guillory gave was in Chau-
tauqua County, where the 
pastor John Spencer gave 
short, practical sermons to 
people here between 1810 and 
1820. She said this, along with 
other examples throughout 
the region, inflamed the fron-
tiers of Western New York.

“As the American fron-
tier spread westward, so 
did flames of revivalism,” 
Guillory said.  

The Cane Ridge event 
gave birth to frontier Prot-
estantism, but other diverse 
religious traditions emerged 
and spread across the coun-
try during this expansion pe-
riod, Guillory said. She cited 
the birth of movements like 
the Shakers, Spiritualists and 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.

“These examples cap-
ture intricate intercon-
nections between western 
migration and the develop-
ment of religious traditions 
considered outside the 
canon of Protestant re-
vivalism and New England 
evangelicalism,” she said.

Between 1910 and 1940, 
over 2 million people of Af-
rican descent moved from 
the South to northern cities, 
which Guillory presented as a 
20th century example of reli-
gious frontiers and migration. 

She said these migrants 
saw the North as a prom-
ised land. At one point in 
the southside of Chica-
go, one could be within a 
stone’s throw of a syna-

gogue, a St. John’s spiritual 
church, mosques and sev-
eral other religious venues, 
Guillory said. 

Between the end of World 
War II and the 1980s, Guillory 
said, changes in social, polit-
ical and economic fabrics of 
the nation occurred. There 
was new technology, chang-
ing international relations, 
demographic shifts in the 
population, growth in higher 
education and new policies 
and administrations. 

“Because religion is a so-
ciocultural institution, and 
for the most part exposed 
to large social and cultur-
al environments of this 
country, it could not help 
but be impacted by these 
changes,” she said. “These 
changes included denom-
inational switching and 
cross-attendance, denom-
inational schisms, interde-
nominational cooperation 
and rising tensions between 
religious conservatives and 
religious liberals — which, 
by the way, mirrors tensions 
between frontier revivalism 
and national evangelicalism 
in the early 1800s.”

Religion became a person-
al choice for Americans in this 
period, Guillory said, a trend 
that continues to this day. 

The General Social Survey 
began surveying how often 
American adults would go to 
religious services, she said. 
In 1972, the first year of the 
survey, 41.2% of respondents 
said they went nearly every 
week, a number that deflated 
to 28.5% by 2014, the survey’s 
most recent results.

“It is clear that the tra-
ditional representation of 
American religiosity is expe-
riencing a decline,” she said. 
“However, other forms of 
religion, particularly those 
characterized under the 
umbrella of new religious 
movements, are growing.”

These new religions do 
not congregate in brick and 
mortar buildings, she said, 
but rather online. To Guil-

lory, digital religions are the 
newest frontier in American 
religious history.

Not only do these reli-
gions exist in the digital 
world, but they use tech-
nological aspects as part of 
the religion, she said. 

One example Guillory 
gave was the Church of Goo-
gle. In this religion, beliefs 
center around Google being 
omnipresent, immortal, in-
finite and omnibenevolent. 

“In other words, Google is 
God,” Guillory said.

Googlists, as members 
are called, also discuss exis-
tential topics like existence 
and death, she said. Google, 
unlike Christianity, Islam or 
Judaism, for example, is not 
an imaginative God. 

“It is a scientifically viable 
entity that answers prayers 
through searchable ques-
tions, and it offers endless 
opportunities for interac-
tions,” Guillory said. 

Googlists also believe that 
individuals exist in the after-
life by sharing personal con-
tent on the internet, Guillory 
said. In addition, she said, 
a quick look at the church’s 
website for prayers and com-
ments will show that it has 
helped people grapple with 
death. They find comfort in 
believing their presence will 
continue to exist online. 

Guillory hopes more re-
search will be done on the 
Church of Google to answer 
questions about its authen-
ticity — whether or not it is 
just a spoof of monotheistic 
religions, for example. 

Another digital religion 
Guillory discussed was the 
Church of Artificial Intelli-
gence. In this religion, people 
try to understand artificial 
intelligence as a godhead. 
Members of this church be-
lieve there is a super—intelli-
gent supreme being they will 
meet after death.

“Faith in this artificial in-
telligence godhead provides 
(members) with a degree of 
certainty against the back-

drop of an uncertain fu-
ture,” Guillory said.

This church, also called 
Way of the Future, officially 
closed earlier this year af-
ter its founder, Anthony Le-
vandowski, was pardoned 
by President Donald Trump 
from an 18-month prison 
sentence based on a num-
ber of legal disputes. The 
church’s funds were donated 
to the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Education Fund in June 
2020, according to a Feb. 18 
TechCrunch article. 

These digital religions 
are just as valid as the fact 
of American religion’s defi-
nition being based on Prot-
estant roots, Guillory said. 

“From articulating mysti-

cal experiences in the world 
of podcasting, to utilizing 
mobile phone applications 
as conjuring tools to access 
dimensions of sacredness, to 
employing avatars and mul-
tiplayer online role-playing 
games to reconstruct the 
souls of loved ones,” Guillo-
ry said, “all of these are bold 
ways in which certain demo-
graphics of Americans are 
expressing their religious 
and spiritual identities.” 

Digital religions repre-
sent the growing frontier, 
which will only continue to 
shift and expand as it always 
has, Guillory said.

“In the words of my 
mom,” she said, “it just 
won’t be still.” 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Margarita Simon Guillory, associate professor of religion and African American studies at Boston University, delivers her lecture “To Boldly Go: Technological Frontiers and the 
Changing Landscape of American Religion” Tuesday in the Amphitheater. 
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7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma Meditation).  Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Even 
If No One Knows, Emerge.” The 
Rev. Zina Jacque, lead pastor, 
Community Church of Barrington, 
Illinois. Amphitheater

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) “Jewish 
Psychology.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:00 (10–5) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 

seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Bestor Plaza

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Ariel Ekblaw, founder and director, 
MIT Space Exploration Initiative. 
Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) DIY 
Ice Cream with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. Bestor Plaza

12:00  (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by 
the Friends of the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Pat Averbach, 
author, Resurrecting Rain. Estelle 
Rauch, author, Sally’s Dreams. 
Zoom (visitchq.org/fcwc)

12:30 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 Virtual Contemporary Issues 
Forum. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
“My Ancestors’ Wildest Dreams: 
Tracing My Roots All the Way 
to the Chautauqua Institution.” 
Simone Boyce, Emmy-nominated 
news reporter, anchor, producer 
and host. CHQ Assembly 
(assembly.chq.org)

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:30 Nature Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin. Rain or shine. Meet 
at the lake side (back) of Smith 
Wilkes Hall

1:00 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. Methodist House Chapel

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 

Gate Welcome Center

2:00 Chautauqua School of Music 
Piano Competition Finals. 
(Programmed by the School of 
Music.) Virtual event only. Email 
music@chq.org for access. Zoom

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:00 Post-Lecture Discussion. Karthik 
Vishwanath, associate professor, 
Department of Physics, Miami 
University of Ohio. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

4:00 Film Screening. “Bagels over 
Berlin.” (Sponsored by Chabad 
Jewish House.) Followed by 
Q-and-A with producer Alan 
Feinberg. Zigdon Jewish House.

4:30 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Ultimate 
Frisbee. Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
playground

5:00 Worship Sharing. Quaker House

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 SPECIAL. The Acrobats of Cirque-
tacular. Amphitheater

F
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6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Subagh Singh Khalsa (Sikh 
Dharma Meditation).  Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Choice, 
In an Emergent Moment.” The 
Rev. Zina Jacque, lead pastor, 
Community Church of Barrington, 

Illinois. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Kabalah and 
Meditation.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin.  Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:00 (10–5) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Bestor Plaza

10:30  (10:30–11:30) Chautauqua Lecture 
Series Master Class. Ariel Ekblaw. 
founder and director, MIT Space 
Exploration Initiative. Fee. Register at 
learn.chq.org. Smith Wilkes Hall

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:30 Nature Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin. Meet at the lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00  Strategic Plan Update 
Community Webinar. “Optimize 
the Summer Season on the 
Grounds and Cross Cutting 
Initiative: Inclusion, Diversity, 
Equality and Accessibility.” 
Candace L. Maxwell, chair, 
Chautauqua Institution Board 
of Trustees. Michael E. Hill, 
president, Chautauqua Institution. 
CHQ Assembly Virtual Porch 
(porch.chq.org) 

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:00  (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Prose Writer-in-Residence 
Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
Zelda Lockhart. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.)  

Zigdon Chabad Jewish House and 
Zoom (cocweb.org)

1:00 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) The 
Rev. Heber Brown III, senior 
pastor, Pleasant Hope Baptist 
Church, Baltimore; founder, Black 
Church Food Security Network. 
CHQ Assembly (assembly.chq.org)

1:00 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. Methodist House Chapel

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:00 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake and 
Institution grounds while kayaking 
along the shore. Fee. Sports Club

2:00 CPOA Information Session. The 
lower level of St Elmo

2:30 (2:30–5) Mah Jongg. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Memberships 
available at the door. CWC House

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

4:00 OPERA. Scalia/Ginsburg, 
An Opera By Derrick Wang. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
Preferred tickets or reserve 
6-person lawn pods at tickets.chq.
org, or by visiting Ticket Office.) 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt

4:00 CLSC Young Readers Author 
Presentation. Traci Sorell, author, 
Indian No More. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

4:30 Takeout Chiavetta’s BBQ and 
Portage Pies. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
CWC Tent

4:30 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Lawn Game 
Rally. Heinz Beach

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Sabbath.” Miller 
Park (if rain, Smith Wilkes Hall)

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

8:15 SPECIAL. The Hot Sardines. 
Amphitheater

MEREDITH WILCOX / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
World-renowned pianist and School of Music Piano Program faculty member Alexander Kobrin performs Tuesday in the Amphitheater. 
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