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ELLEN E. MINTZER
STAFF WRITER

Renowned human rights 
scholar and activist Alison 
Brysk will kick off Week 
Three’s Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series, “The Future of 
Human Rights,” at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

Matt Ewalt, vice presi-
dent and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Educa-
tion, said that in program-
ming this week’s lectures, 
his team was looking for 
someone who could provide 
a broad global analysis on the 
state of human rights.

Lauded rights 
scholar Brysk 
to launch 
CLS week on 
human rights

BRYSK

See BRYSK, Page 4

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

The alignment of politics with 
human rights and religion has 
evolved into a never-ending 
battle fought among various 
religious groups. The Rev. 
Adam Russell Taylor works 
toward bringing political 
peace through faith.

As the president of So-
journers, Taylor works with 
other faith leaders in part-
nership to build a more in-
clusive multi-theological 
democracy.  He will give his 
lecture, titled “Dignity for 
All: Faith, Spirituality and 
Human Rights,” at 2 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy. 

MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Brothers Aldo López-Gavilán and 
Ilmar Gavilán both have a passion 
and a talent for music, but they 
were never able to collaborate to-
gether — until recently.

This is all part of their narrative. 
Their story and their music will in-
tertwine as they perform as part 
of the Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Guest Artist Series at 4 p.m. today 
in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

Ilmar Gavilán is the violinist of 
the duo; Aldo López-Gavilán is the 
pianist. Gavilán has many musical 
influences, from Russian-Ameri-
can violinist Jascha Heifetz to Is-
raeli-American Pinchas Zukerman, 
but what unites these diverse mu-
sicians is not the music they play, 
but the way they play it.

Story, music 
intertwine for 
brothers in 
chamber recital

Sojourner’s 
Taylor to talk 
faith’s role 
in human 
rights work

TAYLOR

See CHAMBER, Page 4

See MSFO, Page 4

See TAYLOR, Page 4

LÓPEZ-GAVILÁN AND GAVILÁN

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

Pianist Aldo López-Gavilán first had 
his original compositions performed 
at Chautauqua in 2017, when he joined 
the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
for an evening of Cuban music. Now, 
he’s back with another of Chautauqua’s 
orchestras. The Music School Festival 
Orchestra, under the baton of their Ar-

tistic and Music Director Timothy Muf-
fitt, will perform with López-Gavilán 
and his violinist brother, Ilmar Gavilán, 
at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater.

The evening’s program includes 
Mexican composer José Pablo Mon-
cayo García’s “Huapango,” Alberto 
Ginastera’s “Four Dances” from Es-
tancia, two of López-Gavilán’s own 
compositions — “Viernes de Ciudad” 

and “Emporium” — and a piece from 
the brothers’ father, Guido López-
Gavilán, titled “Guaguanco.”

López-Gavilán and Gavilán come 
from a deeply musical family — both 
musicians, they’re the sons of a con-
cert pianist and a composer and con-
ductor. While Gavilán moved abroad 
to study music, López-Gavilán stayed 
in Cuba. 

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Music School Festival Orchestra, conducted by Artistic and Music Director Timothy Muffitt and accompanied by pianist 
Chengcheng Yao, performs last Monday in the Amphitheater.

After afternoon of chamber, López-Gavilán, Gavilán join MSFO

A New Musical Language

A Family Tradition
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‘SOMETHING 
BEYOND YOURSELF’
Chautauqua Opera Festival 
Artist Dauz reflects on portraying 
complicated ‘Thumbprint’ character.
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LIFT EVERY VOICE
Mathews opens sermon series 
drawing on Luke, Black National 
Anthem in call to bridge differences, 
act on convictions.
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CASSIDEY KAVATHAS
STAFF WRITER

Every year, Chautauqua’s 
Robert H. Jackson Lec-
ture on the Supreme Court 
comes after the court wraps 
its session; in 2022, that 
means Week Three, with a 
look at landmark decisions 
from the past term.

“This lecture traditional-
ly falls later in the summer 
after the court made deci-
sions,” said Matt Ewalt, vice 
president and Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education. “It provides im-
plications from renowned 
legal scholars to provide 
context on those decisions.”

At 3:30 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Reva Sie-
gel, the Nicholas deB. Kat-
zenbach Professor of Law at 
Yale Law School, will deliver 
the 18th Annual Robert H. 
Jackson Lecture on the Su-
preme Court of the United 
States. Siegel said the lec-
ture will largely focus on 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization.

“My lecture will discuss 
the reasoning of the Dobbs 
decision in light of tensions 
in our understandings of 

originalism, which is both a 
method of interpreting the 
Constitution and a political 
movement reaching back to 
the Reagan administration 
— which has sought from 
the beginning to overturn 
Roe v. Wade,” Siegel said.  

She will also touch on 
how President Donald 
Trump’s judicial appoint-
ments have affected the 
chemistry of the Supreme 
Court, the interpretation of 
the 14th Amendment, and 
established precedent.

Siegel described her lec-
ture as half about Dobbs, a 
quarter on how it was made 
and a quarter about the 
voices — women’s voices — 
that were excluded from 
the opinion.

“It was obvious that 
this was going to be a year 
where the Supreme Court 
did major things in the con-
stitutional law of abortion 
rights. We discussed it, and 
then the question was, who 
would be the expert speak-
er to invite to Chautauqua,” 
said John Q. Barrett, a Ben-
jamin N. Cardozo Professor 
of Law at St. John’s Univer-
sity and Elizabeth S. Len-

na Fellow at the Robert H. 
Jackson Center.

To Barrett and others, 
Siegel was the perfect fit. 
She teaches constitutional 
law and reproductive jus-
tice, among other courses 
at Yale.

“Reva Siegel, with her 
background and her career 
and her scholarship, imme-
diately came to mind and we 
pursued her,” Barrett said 

Siegel uses legal histo-
ry to look into the ques-
tions of law and inequality, 
and she analyzes how the 
court follows the popular 
movements in interpret-
ing the Constitution. She 
has written multiple legal 
articles and books regard-
ing inequality in law. Her 
books, either authored 
or edited, include Before 
Roe v. Wade: Voices That 
Shaped the Abortion Debate 
Before the Supreme Court’s 
Ruling, with Linda Green-
house; Processes of Consti-
tutional Decisionmaking: 
Cases and Materials, with 
Sanford Levinson, Jack M. 
Balkin, Akhil Reed Amar 
and Cristina M. Rodriguez; 
and Reproductive Rights 
and Justice Stories, with 
Melissa Murray and Kate 
Shaw. Greenhouse, Amar 
and Murray have all deliv-
ered the Robert H. Jackson 

Lecture in previous years.
Siegel co-wrote an amic-

us brief in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organi-
zation arguing that abor-
tion rights are grounded in 
equal protection. 

“How President Trump’s 
originalist appointees 
changed the meaning of 
the way that the court in-
terpreted the Constitu-
tion guarantee of liberty 
…  includes how the court 
approaches not only abor-
tion, but a whole range of 
issues including interracial 
marriage, contraception 
and rights to same-sex 
marriage,” Siegel said. “So 
it’s not only abortion, but 
it’s a whole list of other 
rights, also.”

Siegel sees Dobbs as a tri-
umph of originalism, which 
can be defined as an inter-
pretation of the Constitu-
tion as it was understood 
at the time it was written. 
But she views originalism as 
more than just that.

“I understand originalism 
is not only a method of in-
terpreting the Constitution 
but also a political practice 
of constitutional change 
that’s justified by claims on 
the past,” Siegel said. 
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N E W S

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Mah Jongg will be played at the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club House from 2:30 to 5 p.m. today. Sanctioned Dupli-
cate Bridge will be held at the Women’s Club at 12:45 p.m. 
Tuesday. $10 to all players. Order your Friday Night Take-
out dinner at chautauquawomensclub.org.

Informal Critiques
At 1:15 p.m. Tuesday in the second-floor Poetry Room at 
the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall, writers are wel-
come to bring one page of their writing for feedback. A 
published writer will guide the session. Bring 10 copies of 
the writing sample to share. 

Children’s Story Time
All children and their families are invited to Story Time 
on Bestor Plaza at 10:45 a.m. Tuesday. Presented by Smith 
Memorial Library, the rain location is the Smith.

Art of Investing
Dennis Galucki will lead a free community discussion on 
investing today from 4 to 4:50 p.m. in the Heritage Meet-
ing Room of Smith Memorial Library. Space is limited and 
available on a first-come, first-seated basis.

CLSC Class of 2023 Formation Meetings
Participate in the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Cir-
cle Class of 2023 Formation Meetings in-person or via 
Zoom at 9 a.m. this Tuesday; and again on July 26 and Aug. 
9. Find an application online. If you’ll be at Chautauqua on 
any of these dates, join us in the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall, or join us from home via Zoom (invitations 
will be emailed). For more information about CLSC Rec-
ognition Week deadlines or related meetings and events, 
please visit www.chq.org/clsc or inquire at clsc@chq.org.

CLSC Class of 2000 news
There will be a CLSC Class of 2000 meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday at Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Contact 
Ellen Chamberlin (440-346-4498) with questions. Please 
sign up to help with the Alumni Association fundraiser on 
Sunday at Alumni Hall.

Chautauqua Women’s Softball League news
The Belles play the Grilled Cheeselers at 5 p.m. Tuesday 
at Sharpe Field. If you are interested in playing in the 
game, please come down. Extra mitts are available. Con-
tact carriezachry@gmail.com for more information.

Chautauqua Men’s Softball League games
At 5 p.m. tonight, the Arthritics play YAC PAC. At 6:30 
p.m., the Fish Heads play the Slugs. Both games are at 
Sharpe Field.

Chautauqua Music Group
Come one, come all at 5:15 p.m. Mondays to our easy-breezy, 
wondrous, Chautauqua Music Group on Bestor Plaza, clos-
est to Clark Brick Walk. Bring your friends and family, in-
struments, voices, a chair and any music you love. We had 
a diverse, joyous group last summer, including a hammer 
dulcimer, guitars, violins, ukuleles, a saxophone and more. 
Please join us for this totally enjoyable, spontaneous musi-
cal delight! Please feel free to call Sue Fallon with questions 
or ideas anytime from late morning on at 917-771-1166. 

Economic impact study intercept surveys
Representatives of the research firm Parker Philips are on 
the grounds of Chautauqua Institution to invite Chautau-
quans to participate in a survey to support a new economic 
impact study. This study is being conducted as a collabora-
tion between the Institution and the Chautauqua Property 
Owners Association. If you are stopped as you move about 
the grounds, please feel free to engage with the survey 
staff. If you do not have time to participate in person, you 
can participate online. They will have cards directing you 
to the online version of the survey. Property owners will 
also receive a paper survey delivered to their door.

This economic impact study will help the Institution and 
CPOA to better understand and tell the story of both the 
Institution’s and property owners’ financial impact on the 
Chautauqua region, Western New York and New York State. 
It will provide a deeper understanding of the significant im-
pact on property owners’ economic activity and investment.

 
Pickard, Rovegno appear on ‘Chautauqua Peopl’e 
Meg Pickard, director of recreation and fitness center 
manager, is on “Chautauqua People” at 1 and 7 p.m. Maureen 
Rovegno, director of religion, appears at 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
Both are interviewed by “Chautauqua People” producer 
John Viehe and can be seen daily until Friday.   “Chautauqua 
People” runs on Access Chautauqua, cable channel 1301. 

African American Heritage House doors are open
The African American House invites you inside our new 
organizational site. From noon to 5 p.m. every Monday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 40 Scott, AAHH opens 
its doors as a resource to those who seek to learn more 
about what we do.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
At 6:30 p.m. tonight, meet members of the Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy at Heinz Beach for a Lake Talk. 
At 12:15 p.m. Tuesday at Smith Wilkes Hall, architectural 
preservationist Bob Jeffrey gives a Brown Bag on “The 2022 
BTG House & Garden Tour – Architectural and Preserva-
tion Highlights.” At 4:15 p.m. Tuesday, Betsy Burgeson, su-
pervisor of gardens and landscapes at Chautauqua Institu-
tion, leads a Garden Walk & Talk starting at the entrance to 
Smith Wilkes.

School of Music news
At 10 a.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall, Rhoslyn Jones leads 
an Opera Conservatory masterclass. At 2 p.m. today in 
Sherwood Marsh 101, Jon Nakamatsu leads a piano faculty 
masterclass. Masks are required for these events.

Siegel to deliver annual Robert H. Jackson Lecture 
on Supreme Court, with focus on abortion rights

SIEGEL

It’s not only abortion, but 
it’s a whole list of other 
rights, also.”

—REVA SIEGEL
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 

Professor of Law,
Yale Law School



MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Nature is restorative. This 
is what the cast of Thumb-
print, specifically Festival 
Artist Rolfe Dauz, is em-
bracing this summer at 
Chautauqua Institution.

A San Francisco native, 
Dauz’s work as an opera 
singer has led him from 
the Hudson Valley in New 
York to Amsterdam. Now, 
he comes to Chautauqua to 
star as Faiz in the Chautau-
qua Opera Company’s 2022 
run of the chamber opera 
Thumbprint, which has its 
next performance at 7:30 
p.m. tonight in Norton Hall.

Thumbprint tells the 
story of Mukhtar Mai, a 
real-life Pakistani human 
rights activist who survived 
a government-sanctioned 
sexual assault by several 
men in her community. 

Susan Yankowitz wrote 

the libretto using a series 
of interviews with Mai, and 
Kamala Sankaram com-
posed the music.

The heavy themes of the 
opera can create emotional 
strain on the performers, but 
Dauz has found Chautauqua 
to be an opportunity to slow 
down outside of rehearsals.

“I’ve been happy because 
it’s been quiet. I’ve been 
sleeping well, and that has 
been able to let me be the 
best version (of myself),” 
Dauz said.

Part of his general 
well-being comes from his 
schedule remaining quite 
open after rehearsals, too.

“You just finish your re-
hearsal, and then you can just 
leave it, and then you can do 
your thing, and you do not 
have to be so affected by the 
overstimulation of the big 
city,” Dauz said. “You can just 
dive into your work a bit more 

when you’re at a rehearsal.”
Dauz’s character, Faiz, is 

an accomplice in the sexu-
al assault of Mai, and there 
are many complicated di-
mensions of this character 
that Dauz can dive into as 
he performs.

“You realize when you’re 
about to put this on for an 
audience, this is (something) 
beyond yourself, bigger than 
yourself,” Dauz said. “So it’s 

important to go as hard and 
go as deep and show the 
monstrosity that myself, this 
character, chooses to do. It’s 
a reminder for everybody 
else that, ‘Hey, let’s not sleep 
on these kind of matters.’ ”

He sees telling these 
stories through opera as 

part of his activism.
“I feel like maybe just 

staying in the theater or 
staying in music, that is my 
role to do that,” Dauz said.

Starring in Thumbprint 
has only deepened his re-
spect for Mai’s activism, 
whose story he helps to tell. 

When there is a strong mes-
sage the audience can take 
away from an opera, it only 
makes the experience richer.

“I have just the utmost 
respect for how (Mai) 
came out of what she went 
through,” he said. “But 
that’s why doing operas like 
this, I enjoy doing more.”

Above all, to Dauz, opera 
is about storytelling, and 
the story of Mukhtar Mai 
is an incredibly important 
one to tell.

“It’s not about me, my 
voice and all this kind of 
stuff,” he said. “It’s bringing 
life to the story, (bringing) 
life to the character, and as 
a team — as a collaborative 
identity — (bringing) the 
audience into what we’ve 
been doing.”
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

In playing complicated character, Dauz finds work even more important

It’s not about me, my voice and all this kind of stuff. It’s bringing life to the story, 
(bringing) life to the character, and as a team — as a collaborative identity — 
(bringing) the audience into what we’ve been doing.”

—ROLFE DAUZ
Festival Artist, 

Thumbprint

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to 
the editor. Letters 
should be submitted 
electronically, no more 
than 350 words and 
are subject to editing. 
Letters must include 
the writer’s signature 
including name, address 
and telephone number 
for verification. The 
Daily does not publish 
anonymous letters. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to:	
Sara Toth, editor	

stoth@chq.org 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
At left, Chautauqua Opera Company Festival Artist Rolfe Dauz, baritone, portrays Faiz in Thumbprint. At right, Dauz, left center, performs with Young Artist Talin Nalbandian, mezzo-soprano, right, in Thumbprint, 
which continues its run at 7:30 p.m. tonight in Norton Hall.
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LEGAL NOTICE 

CHAUTAUQUA FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 
NOTICE OF REGISTRATION FOR ANNUAL 

FIRE DISTRICT ELECTIONS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Chapter 641 Of the 
Laws of 1001 and  Sect ion 175-a of the Town Law that 
registration for the annual election of fire district officers of 
Chautauqua Fire District No. 1 of the Town of Chautauqua will 
be held Saturday, July 16, 2022 between the hours of 
6:00 o'clock P.M. and 9:00 o'clock P.M., prevailing time. 

Qualified electors of the district shall be only those persons who 
reside or own property anywhere in the fire district, who are 
citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or 
over, and who either; 

(1) Are duly registered with the Chautauqua County Board of 
Elections on or before July 16, 2022; or

(2) Own taxable real property situated within the district, whose 
name appears on the most recent assessment roll of the town 
of Chautauqua and have duly registered with the fire district; or

(3) Are the designated corporate officer of a corporation which 
owns one or more parcels of real property situated within the 
district, whose corporate ownership of such real property 
appears on the most recent assessment roll of the Town of 
Chautauqua, who has duly registered with the fire district and 
who furnishes the election inspector a written designation, 
certified by the secretary or assistant secretary of such 
corporation designating such corporate officer to vote on behalf 
of said corporation.

All qualified persons may register at the Chautauqua Fire Hall, 
2 Royal Way, Chautauqua, N.Y. IF YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
REGISTERED WITH THE FIRE DISTRICT YOU NEED NOT 
REGISTER AGAIN. 

The annual election is to be held August 2, 2022. 

Dated: June 9, 2022 
Chautauqua, New York 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS OF CHAUTAUQUA 
FIRE DISCTRICT NO. 1 IN THE TOWN 
OF CHAUTAUQUA, NEW YORK 

BY: Christine Peterson 
FIRE DISTRICT SECRETARY 

Publication Date: July 11, 2022 
    July 11, 2022 

LEGAL NOTICE 

CHAUTAUQUA FIRE DISTRICT NO 1 
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF 
FIRE DISTRICT OFFICERS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to Chapter 641 of 
the Laws of 1991, the annual election of fire district officers of 
the Chautauqua Fire District No. 1 of the Town of Chautauqua, 
County of Chautauqua, State of New York, will be held on 
August 2, 2022, the 1st Tuesday in August. The polls will be 
open for the receipt of ballots between the hours of 6:00 P.M. 
and 9:00 P.M., prevailing time. 

The officer to be elected in Chautauqua Fire District No. 1 this 
year is: One (1) Commissioner from Area 1 (inside Chautauqua 
Institution) (five year term). 

Voting shall take place only at the Chautauqua Fire Hall, 2 
Royal Way, Chautauqua, N.Y. 

Dated: June 9, 2022 
Chautauqua, New York 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS OF CHAUTAUQUA 
FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 IN THE TOWN 
OF CHAUTAUQUA, COUNTY OF 
CHAUTAUQUA, NEW YORK 

BY: Christine Peterson 
FIRE DISTRICT SECRETARY 

Publication Date: July 11, 2022 
July 11, 2022 

TAYLOR
FROM PAGE 1

His presentation will 
launch Week Three of the 
Interfaith Lecture Series, 
“The Spirituality of Human 
Rights.”

Taylor will start with the 
history surrounding human 
rights, then dive into a dis-
cussion on a religious com-
mitment to human rights.

“To bring human rights 
to life, we desperately need 
to better tap into the pow-
er of spirituality and reli-
gion,” Taylor said. “There’s 
a bit of a risk and danger 
that human rights can feel 
fairly technocratic.”

A lot of people, particu-
larly in the United States, 
aren’t knowledgeable about 
the importance of human 
rights, Taylor said. He 
hopes to use religious tra-
ditions to gain greater sup-
port for a commitment to 

human rights.
“If we want to live in a 

free society where every-
one is able to thrive and 
where everyone’s rights are 
respected, we need to un-
derstand the nature of hu-
man rights,” Taylor said.

Taylor said behind the 
discourse and framework 
on human rights is a com-
mitment to human dignity. 
Human rights are lived out 
through law, practice and 
policy, but he wants the re-
ligious community to be an 
advocate for human rights.

“Unfortunately, human 
rights are under assault 
around the world,” Tay-
lor said. “We see a really 
alarming rise of religious 
persecution, of xenopho-
bia, of various forms of 
nationalism. … We see (an) 
increasing rise of more au-
thoritarian and autocratic 
styles of leadership.”

Human rights in the 

United States are in jeop-
ardy, Taylor said, but he be-
lieves shared commitments 
and values are aiding the 
process to defend and pro-
tect human rights. He also 
encourages religious peo-
ple to engage politically, not 
just through voting but also 
through civic acts, advoca-
cy and building relation-
ships with their respective 
members of Congress.

Sojourners, a Christian 
ecumenical peace and jus-
tice organization, focuses 
its work on mobilizing ad-
vocacy and partnering with 
people of other faiths, and 
has a magazine and a dig-
ital publication that dis-
cusses the intersection of 
faith, politics and culture.

“It’s exciting and it’s a 
privilege to be able to in-
spire people,” Taylor said.

He said the broken police 
system, the right to vote, de-
mocracy, immigration, pov-

erty and economic justice 
are some of the issues he 
works to fix with Sojourners.

“Our faith calls us to be 
engaged in the world and 
to bring our values to bear 
on some of the greatest in-
justices that we see around 
us,” Taylor said. 

Taylor quoted Martin 
Luther King Jr. to exem-
plify the need to separate 
church and state:

“The church must be 
reminded that it is not the 
master or the servant of 
the state, but rather the 
conscience of the state.”

While most people come 
from their own precon-
ceived religious convic-
tions, Taylor said politics 
are not a spectator sport, 
and religion should be a 
factor — but not a solution 
—   in addressing human 
rights issues.

“I think it’s important … 
that we don’t try to take over 

one political party (and) only 
make a religious argument,” 
Taylor said. “We’ve got to 
make another argument 
that is going to resonate and 
convince the broader public 
about what is right and what 
we think is best.”

Taylor was part of the 
advisory council for a study 
conducted by The Fetzer 
Institute focused on spir-
ituality in America, which 

found that spirituality is 
highly correlated with so-
cial attitudes and activities, 
as well as civic engagement.

“I’m going to really try to 
make the case that we need 
more and better spiritual-
ity, not less of it, in order 
to supercharge campaigns 
and movements that have 
enabled us to make our 
commitments to human 
rights real,” Taylor said.

“Music is not just sounds, 
but it’s meant to speak, talk, 
to say something. That’s 
something that I really ad-
mire, and it’s an art that, if 
we are not too careful, it will 
disappear,” Gavilán said.

He sees musicians fo-
cusing more on being em-
ployable, learning the mu-

sic perfectly and sounding 
a specific way. While this 
tactic works for getting a 
job, it lacks a certain qual-
ity. To Gavilán’s ears, that 
quality is “phrasing, poetry 
through music.”

When a musician’s fo-
cus is only on technique, 
it loses its deep emotion-
al and storytelling power. 
López-Gavilán and Gavilán 
lean into this storytell-

ing aspect, and they have 
quite the story to tell. At 14, 
Gavilán moved from Cuba 
to, what at the time was, 
the Soviet Union to further 
his studies. After his time 
there, he studied at the Re-
ina Sofía School of Music in 
Spain before coming to the 
United States and joining 
the Manhattan School of 
Music in New York City. He 
never moved back to Cuba.

López-Gavilán, on the 
other hand, continued his 
piano education on the is-
land of Cuba. At just 12, he 
began his professional ca-
reer playing for the Matan-
zas Symphony Orchestra, 
whose home is in Matanzas, 
Cuba. In 1999, he recorded 
his first album En el Ocaso 
de la Hormiga y el Elefante; 
it won the 2000 Grand Prix 
at Cubadisco.

Twenty years later, 
during summer 2019, after 
touring Latin America, Eu-
rope and the United States, 
López-Gavilán collaborat-
ed with his brother, for the 

first time, on the album ti-
tled Brothers.

López-Gavilán and 
Gavilán confirmed they will 
play the title track “Brothers” 
at their concert this after-
noon. The song was written 
for their PBS documentary 
“Los Hermanos/The Broth-
ers,” which first aired fall 
2021 and was screened Sun-
day night at the Athenaeum 
Hotel. “Brothers” was spe-
cifically written for the final 
scene of the documentary, 
and because the rest of the 
album was not, the song has 
a different quality.

“It has a nostalgic feel to 
it. Of course it’s about the 
two of us finally being to-
gether,” Gavilán said.

The emotion Gavilán feels 
about performing with his 
brother and getting to be 
with him can perhaps only 
be told through their music.

“It’s something very hard 
to put into words,” he said, 
“but it feels great. Now you’re 
complete, it’s like that.”

CHAMBER
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“We’re looking at both gains 
made and setbacks, and 
wanting to provide some his-
torical perspective, but also 
looking forward,” Ewalt said.

Brysk’s talk will be based 
on her 2018 book, The Fu-
ture of Human Rights. The 
Mellichamp Chair of Global 
Governance in the Depart-
ment of Global Studies at the 
University of California, San-

ta Barbara, she has written 
seven and edited 10 books on 
international human rights, 
including authoring The 
Struggle from Freedom to 
Fear and editing Expanding 
Human Rights: 21st Centu-
ry Norms and Governances. 
She has written about top-
ics such as global patterns of 
gender violence, Indigenous 
peoples’ rights and strategies 
for human rights campaigns.

Brysk has lectured in na-

tions across every continent 
except Antarctica and was 
traveling in Europe in the 
week leading up to her lec-
ture. For Chautauqua, she 
said that she’ll ask: “Where 
do we stand, how to rethink 
and what to do next — so 
how to maintain hope?” 

Ewalt said that as one of 
the world’s leading scholars 
in the field, Brysk was invit-
ed to propose a framework 
for addressing global chal-

lenges to human rights.
“We’re thinking about the 

kind of tools we have today, 
and maybe emerging tools, 
from forms of activism, to 
the kind of power that in-
stitutions have, to thinking 
about governance,” Ewalt 
said. “We wanted her to be 
able to level-set for us as we 
begin the week.”

On Brysk’s website, she 
links a number of resources. 
She began a 2008 paper titled 

“Human Rights in Interna-
tional Relations” by writing:

“Human rights is the soul 
of politics. The essence of 
human rights is the idea that 
all persons possess equal 
moral worth, that social or-
der exists to preserve the es-
sential humanity of its mem-
bers, and that, therefore, 
the exercise of all forms of 
political authority is proper-
ly bounded by its impact on 
fundamental human dignity.”

Ewalt called Brysk’s book 
The Future of Human Rights 
one of the definitive texts on 
global human rights.

“It’s both a sobering anal-
ysis of the state of global hu-
man rights, but also where 
we’ve seen some success-
es,” Ewalt said. “And then, 
it’s about being able to think 
more contextually in terms 
of a framework for how we 
address these current chal-
lenges around the world.”

The two collaborated for the 
first time in 2019 on the al-
bum Brothers, featuring the 
title song that they wrote for 
a PBS documentary which 
first aired in 2021. Growing 
up, Gavilán “was a very big 
factor,” in his brother’s mu-
sical journey, López-Gavilán 

told the Daily in 2017. “When 
I was a teenager, he always 
reminded me to keep com-
posing and doing my own 
musical language.”

It’s a language he wants 
to keep perfecting. Earlier 
this year, López-Gavilán told 
Robin Lloyd of “KNKX Public 
Radio” that he wants to en-
hance his composing career.

“I want to compose more 
for bigger formats, like sym-
phony orchestras. I want to 
play. I want to compose for 
piano concertos. I’ve been 
composing a clarinet con-
certo for a long time — I ha-
ven’t finished yet,” he told 
Lloyd. “But yes, I want to en-
hance my composition side.”

He also told Lloyd he 
would also like to collaborate 

with other musicians more. 
“I love collaborations with 

different people from differ-
ent parts of the world,” he 
said. “I would like to collab-
orate with Indian musicians 
because I really enjoy Indian 
music, and African compos-
ers and players. And of course, 
here in the U.S., there are so 
many musicians I would love 
to collaborate with.”

 To bring human rights to life, we desperately need to 
better tap into the power of spirituality and religion. 
There’s a bit of a risk and danger that human rights 
can feel fairly technocratic.”

—ADAM TAYLOR
President, 

Sojourners



ALYSSA BUMP
STAFF WRITER

Among the presence of di-
vine and sacred nature, be-
coming in tune with other 
living beings on Earth may 
be the closest humans can 
feel to God.

John Philip Newell, a 
Celtic teacher and author, 
closed Week Two’s Inter-
faith Lecture Theme, “Re-
connecting with Our Natu-
ral World,” with his lecture 
Friday in the Hall of Philos-
ophy, “The Grace of Nature.”

Newell has led several 
international pilgrimag-
es to Iona off the western 
coast of Scotland, and he 
has authored over 15 books, 
with his most recent pub-
lication, Sacred Earth, Sa-
cred Soul: Celtic Wisdom for 
Reawakening to What Our 
Souls Know and Healing 
the World, earning several 
awards. He has spoken at 
Chautauqua before through 
the Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries and the morning wor-
ship services, but this is 
his first time back on the 
grounds since 2016.

“​​It is so good to be back 
in Chautauqua and in this 
space that opens so beau-
tifully and naturally onto 
what the Celts call a cathe-
dral of Earth, sea and sky,” 
Newell said. 

Within nature, one can 
reflect or listen to the divine 
hum of the Earth. Listening 
is a highly-regarded prac-
tice for Celts. 

“Perhaps the most cher-
ished image that comes 
down to us in the Celt-
ic tradition, from which I 
draw so heavily in my life … 
is the image or the memory 
of John the Beloved leaning 
against Jesus at the Last 
Supper,” he said. “It was 
said of him in the Celtic 
world, that he, therefore, 
heard the heartbeat of the 
divine, and he became a 
symbol of the practice of 
listening — listening deep 
within ourselves, listening 
deep within one another, 
listening within the body of 
Earth — for the beat of the 
sacred presence.”

Newell called for attend-
ees to take the same posture 
of attentiveness and listen-
ing to become intrinsically 
connected to all sacred, liv-
ing things. Yet, every being 
is idiosyncratic.  

“Everything that has be-
ing is essentially an utter-
ance or expression of the 
divine,” Newell said. “This, I 
believe, holds the energy for 
deep and true transforma-
tion, or a reconnecting of us 
to our essence — each one of 
us, a unique and unrepeat-
able expression of the one.”

Paraphrasing the begin-
ning of John’s Gospel, New-
ell depicted the intercon-
nectedness of everything 
that has ever been and ev-
erything that will ever be.

“In the beginning was 
the sound. And the sound 
was with God, and the 
sound was God. And ev-

erything has been sounded 
into being,” he said.

Although recent times 
have been tumultuous, and 
the 2020s have been de-
scribed as the “decisive de-
cade,” Newell refers to the 
present as both exciting and 
profoundly challenging.

“Part of the excitement is 
a type of convergence be-
tween so much new science 
and ancient spiritual wis-
dom,” he said. “One of the 
things new science is en-
abling us to comprehend is 
that the sound of the begin-
ning is still vibrating deep 
within everything that has 
being. And that sound has 
been identified by scientists 
as a B Flat, way down.”

Trained in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, by Irish priest 
Noel Dermot O’Donoghue, 
Newell said O’Donoghue 
had his own favorite para-
phrase of the opening of 
John’s Gospel.

“His version was: ‘In the 
beginning was the gift, and 
the gift was with God. And 
the gift was God,’ ” Newell 
said. “Everything is essen-
tially (a) gift, and not simply a 
gift given from God, but rath-
er the gift of God — the gift 
of the sacred presence, deep 
within all that has being.”

Newell pointed to what 
Hildegard of Bingen said 
in the 12th century about 
awareness of the divine’s 
gifts through the observa-
tion of both beauty and suf-
fering on Earth.

“She says, ‘We need to 
learn to fly with two wings 
of awareness. One is the 
wing of awareness of life’s 
beauty — life’s unspeakable 
glory,’ ” Newell said. “ ‘The 
other,’ she said, ‘is the wing 
of awareness of life’s bro-
kenness and suffering. To 
fly with only one wing of 
awareness,’ she said, ‘is like 
an eagle trying to fly with 
only one wing. We will not 
attain a true height of per-
spective if we focus only on 
the beauty and glory and 
grace of life.’ ”

The Doctrine of Creation, 
Creatio Ex Nihilo, which lit-
erally translates to “creation 
out of nothing,” describes 
the creation of the universe 
by a distant, transcendent 
being out of nothingness. 

“(Irenaeus of Lyon) says 
that the cosmos, Earth, all 
things were created out 
of the very substance of 
God. This stuff, the stuff of 
the human body, is sacred 
stuff,” Newell said. “How 
we handle one another in 
relationships … are sacred 
matters. How we handle the 
matter of the body of Earth, 
with reverence, and justly 
and equitably, are sacred 
matters.”

But the sacredness of 
religion has been misused 
to commit unholy, poison-
ous exploitation of humans 
and nature, Newell said. He 
provided the example of the 
Roman, British and Ameri-
can empires. 

“When matter is neutral-

ized, we begin to think that 
we can do whatever we wish 
to matter,” he said.

As nations exploit Earth’s 
resources, “in the falla-
cy of looking after its own 
well-being,” to harm the 
well-being of other nations, 
they are acting in the way 
“empire has expected of re-
ligion,” Newell said.

But there is hope. People, 
Newell said, are yearning 
for a reconnection between 
their spirituality and the 
Earth, which he has wit-
nessed firsthand through 
leading pilgrimages to 
Iona, “the sacred island 
in Scotland that has been 
such a true voice over the 
centuries to the sacredness 
of Earth and sacredness of 
the human soul.”

People must become 
open to speaking and lis-
tening to all living things, 
or else the divide will con-
tinue to grow.

“Will we speak from this 
place of interrelationship 
with all things? Or will we 
continue to speak from 
enclosed places of separa-
tion from nature, or from 
one another, as nations, as 
great spiritual traditions?” 
Newell asked.

Newell said every great 
discipline of thought and 
study is summoning an 
awakening to the wisdom 
of the Earth flowing all 
around us. He explained 
the Greek word for a god, 
“theos,” derives from the 
Greek word for “flow.” 

“So that flow of the divine 
is not simply to be found in 
some people, or at certain 
points, or in certain reli-
gious traditions, or in cer-
tain moments,” Newell said. 
“It is the very essence of all 
life, that we are being invited 
back into relationship with.”

The invitation of recon-
nection to nature is waiting, 
and Newell said this recon-
nection is essential to be 
truly connected to the di-
vine. He professed that re-
ligion is not static, but rath-

er ever-changing to allow 
great reformation.

“Thomas Berry, the 
eco-theologian, said … ‘We 
are in such a mess. Polit-
ically, ecologically, reli-
giously, we are in such a 
mess.’ He says that we need 
to dream the way forward. 
We need to allow ourselves 
to imagine ways of being, 
ways of seeing, ways of in-
terrelating that we have 
known nothing of yet,” 
Newell said.

The French mystic sci-
entist, Jesuit priest Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin, saw the 
universe as a “burning bush,” 
from the story of Moses.

“As my rabbi brother from 
New Mexico says, the im-
portant thing about that 
story is not that the bush 
was burning, but that Moses 
noticed, because every bush 
is on fire,” Newell said. “Ev-
erything that has being is lit 
from within.”

It is a critical time of 
transformation, Newell said, 
and somehow, the light of 
Jesus is not guiding humans. 
Some people have the im-
pression that the light of Je-
sus is essentially foreign. But 
humans still want to follow it 
and grow closer to all energy.

“This dimension deep 
within us and in all things 
that invites union, that in-
vites attraction, it is some-
thing of this that we know in 
the Universal Law of Gravita-
tion. Every atom in the uni-
verse, at some level, longs to 
be in relationship with every 
other atom. Otherwise, the 
whole thing would spin off 
into unrelatedness,” Newell 
said. “Scientists don’t claim 
to understand this law of at-
traction, they describe it.”

Once humans can har-
ness the outpouring of love 
and connection through 
the great energy of attrac-
tion, they can truly con-

nect to the divine; Teilhard 
wrote that Christianity will 
experience a rebirth. 

“(He) wrote, Christiani-
ty is at the end of one of his 
natural cycles of existence. It 
needs to be born again,” New-
ell said. “We are invited to be 
part of this new birthing in 
this transitional moment.”

Whatever happens as 
humans move forward and 
time passes, there is no 
turning back. 

“We can’t go back to the 
small God — the small God 
that we have created in our 
image to look after just our 
nation, our religion or our 
species,” Newell said.
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On Bestor Plaza

C H A U T A U Q U A  I N S T I T U T I O N

chautauquabookstore.com 716.357.2151

CHQ Pop Socket
Available Now
$13.95

Alongside our books,  
we also carry a  
wide selection of CHQ-
themed clothing and 
souvenirs. There are 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, 
stationery, umbrellas, 
magnets, stickers, etc. 

Open daily, 8 a.m.–8 p.m. during the season;  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. the rest of the year.

C H AU TAU QUA 
B O O K S T O R E

Newell highlights 
intersection of 
science, divinity

“Everything that has 
being is essentially an 
utterance or expression 
of the divine. This, 
I believe, holds the 
energy for deep and 
true transformation, or 
a reconnecting of us 
to our essence. Each 
one of us, a unique and 
unrepeatable expression 
of the one.”

—JOHN PHILIP NEWELL
Celtic teacher, author

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHQ ASSEMBLY
John Philip Newell delivers his lecture, “The Grace of Nature,” 
Friday in the Hall of Philosophy. 
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FOR RENTFOR SALE

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

NOTICES

Week 6, 2022 - Updated home 
s leeps  11 .  Fab  porch .  10 
McClintock $7500 925-785-
0347 tinyurl.com/mthej99h

Dream On Me portable folding 
full crib 54 inches. Cherry with 
mattress. 215-416-4638 on 
nanrevell@aol.com $100

Beauti ful  8’10” x 3’6” Teak 
Table and 10 Teak Chairs, one 
mile away from Chautauqua. 
$3,500. 716-789-3383

WeWanChu.com; Successful 
Cottage Resort FOR SALE. 
Ideal for Estate or Development. 
716-969-1811

CHQ Black Car service 813-
992-4804 for local and airport 
service

Housec leane r  needed  fo r 
Saturdays in July and August. 
$50/hour for 3 hours of work. 
720.302.3330

Boat Rentals. Power, Pontoon, 
Fishing Boats. Chautauqua 
Marina 716.753.3913. www.
ChautauquaMarina.com

BOAT RENTAL
5PM TONIGHT.. .TALLY HO 
BUFFET DINNER $19.95 WITH 
SALAD BAR AND DESSERT 
PLUS OUR ALA CARTE MENU 
S P E C I A L I T I E S  C H E F 
PREPARED TO ORDER

DINING

FOR SALE

McCarthy Lectureship, Campen Fund 
support Brysk’s morning presentation
The Louise Roblee McCar-
thy Memorial Lectureship 
and The Richard Newman 
Campen Chautauqua Im-
pressions Fund provide sup-
port for Alison Brysk’s lec-
ture at 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater.

The Louise Roblee McCa-
rthy Memorial Lectureship 
was created by gifts to the 
Chautauqua Foundation by 
the Joseph H. and Florence A. 
Roblee Foundation as a me-
morial tribute to Mrs. McCa-
rthy. Born in St. Louis in 1888 
to Joseph H. and Florence A. 
Roblee, Louise Roblee McCa-
rthy received her bachelor’s 
from Vassar College in 1912 
and a degree from Spring-
field College in 1953. She 
married Eugene Ross Mc-
Carthy on Dec. 13, 1913. The 
couple had three children: 
Marjorie (Mrs. G. Kenneth 
Robins), Carol Louise (Mrs. 
H. Richard Duhme Jr.) and 
Mr. Roblee McCarthy.

A well-known philanthro-
pist, McCarthy served as 
vice president of the world 
YMCA with headquarters in 
Geneva from 1955 to 1959. 
She also served as a trustee 
of Vassar College from 1955 
to 1961 and as a member of 
the mayor’s race relations 
committee in St. Louis from 
1943 to 1949. She was the 
first woman elected as vice 

president of the National 
Council of Churches. Mc-
Carthy received the Woman 
of Achievement award for 
national service from the 
St. Louis-Globe Democrat. 
She also received an award 
for notable achievement 
and service from the Brad-
ford Junior College in 1961 
and from the Women of the 
Press, St. Louis, in 1964. She 
was selected Ecumenical 
Woman of the Year by the 
Metropolitan Church Fed-
eration of St. Louis in 1959. 
Among other organizations 
she served, McCarthy was 
elected acting president of 
the American Association of 
University Women’s St. Lou-
is chapter from 1924 to 1926. 
She was a member of the 
League of Women Voters, 
the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America 
and the Missouri Historical 
Society. She also was a mem-
ber of the editorial board for 
the American Baptist Con-
vocation from 1948 to 1954. 
Mrs. McCarthy donated the 
Roblee Garden, situated be-
hind Smith Memorial Library 
at Chautauqua.

Both of McCarthy’s 
daughters, the late Marjorie 
Robins and Carol Duhme, 
were active at Chautauqua, 
as is her granddaughter, 
Barbara Foorman. Duhme 

served as a trustee of the In-
stitution and for many years 
spearheaded the Bell Tower 
Scholarship at Chautauqua.

The Campen Fund, estab-
lished in 1997 by the family 
and friends of Richard New-
man Campen, memorializes 
Mr. Campen, who died that 
year at 85. Among notable do-
nors to the fund were James 
S. Marcus, former chairman 
of the board of the New York 
Metropolitan Opera and of 
Lenox Hill Hospital, as well as 
Paul Newman who repeated-
ly visited Chautauqua while 
his daughter, Melissa, was en-
rolled in the School of Dance.

Campen was a Cleve-
land author of over a dozen 
books on the appreciation 
of architecture and sculp-
ture illustrated with his 
own photography. He was 
a 1934 graduate of Dart-
mouth College.  Follow-
ing an earlier career as a 
chemist, Campen devoted 
the last 30 years of his life 
to sharing his passion for 
fine architecture, outdoor 
sculpture and well-de-
signed public spaces.

During the 1960s, he con-
verted his hobby of photog-
raphy into Educational Art 
Transparencies, a business 
in which slides of film col-
lected while traveling were 
marketed to colleges and 

universities. His slide collec-
tion became the basis of col-
lege-level courses he taught 
in architectural apprecia-
tion. Together with fellow 
Chautauquan and Cleve-
lander Bob Gaede, architect 
of the 1982 renovation of the 
Athenaeum Hotel, Campen 
co-founded the Cleveland 
chapter of the Society of Ar-
chitectural Historians.

 Campen was best known 
for his books on local archi-
tecture and points of travel. 
Chautauqua Impressions: 
Architecture and Ambience, 
which he published in 1984, 
was available in the Chau-
tauqua Bookstore through 
2015. The book, which pic-
tures and discusses hun-
dreds of Institution build-
ings, has since sold out five 
printings and become a 
local classic. Other books 
authored by Campen in-
clude Distinguished Homes 
of Shaker Heights: An Archi-
tectural Overview, Outdoor 
Sculpture in Ohio, Ohio-An 
Architectural Portrait, Win-
ter Park Portrait: The Story 
of Winter Park and Rollins 
College, and Images of Sani-
bel, Captiva, Fort Myers.

Since 1982, the Camp-
en family has maintained a 
home in the Institution and 
are active in the life of the 
Institution.

Lucas Lectureship funds Taylor’s afternoon talk
The Robert S. and Sara M. 
Lucas Religious Lectureship 
provides support for the 
Rev. Adam Russell Taylor’s 
interfaith lecture at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy. The Lucas Religious 
Lectureship originated in 
1980 in honor of the couple’s 
50th wedding anniversary. 
It was established by their 
daughter and her husband 
through contributions to 

the Chautauqua Foundation.
Robert Lucas, who died 

the following year, prac-
ticed internal medicine in 
Butler, Pennsylvania, for 
more than 50 years. He 
was a member of the Cov-
enant United Presbyterian 
Church where he served as 
elder, trustee and deacon 
and was involved extensive-
ly in professional and civic 
activities. The Lucases were 

active in the Presbyterian 
Association of Chautauqua 
and maintained a summer 
home here for 40 years.

Sara Lucas attended Ju-
niata College and graduat-
ed from Shippensburg State 
Teachers College. She had 
been an elementary school 
teacher before her marriage. 
In Butler, she served on the 
board of directors of the 
Butler Public Library. She 

was active in the Alice Wick 
Missionary Society of Cov-
enant United Presbyterian 
Church, the Butler Senior 
Women’s Club, the Butler 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, 
the Book Club and the Butler 
Garden Club.

The Lucases’ daughter, 
Sylvia Miller of Milwaukee, 
continues the family’s Chau-
tauqua traditions with her 
children and grandchildren.

Saperstein returns leads Week 3 programs at EJLCC
After delivering a presenta-
tion as part of the Interfaith 
Lecture Series in Week 
One, Rabbi David Saper-
stein returns to headline 
Week Three programs for 
the Everett Jewish Life 
Center in Chautauqua.

At 12:30 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy, 
Saperstein gives a lec-
ture on “Jewish Lawyers 
and the Civil Rights Move-

ment: How Jewish Lawyers 
Helped Shape Civil Rights 
Law and Policy in the 20th 
Century.” Jewish legal fig-
ures contributed vitally 
in shaping the agendas, 
strategies and tactics of 
the 20th century’s key civ-
il rights organizations and 
civil rights leaders. 

This talk will focus, de-
cade by decade, on Jew-
ish legal luminaries over 

70 years of civil rights 
achievements in America.

At 12:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the EJLCC, Saperstein gives 
a Brown Bag talk on “For 
Such a Time as This: Jew-
ish Social Justice at a Time 
of Crisis and Opportunity.” 
How do Jewish universal 
values and Jewish partic-
ular interests intersect in 
shaping the community’s 
social justice agenda in 
2022? 

On issues ranging from 
Israel’s security to glob-
al climate change to refu-
gee policies to prospective 
sweeping changes in civil, 
reproductive, LGBTQ and 
religious rights as a result 
of Supreme Court and 2022 
election decisions, what 
will the impact be on the 
Jewish community? 

Saperstein is an Ameri-
can rabbi, lawyer and Jew-

ish community leader who 
served as United States 
Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious 
Freedom. He previously 
served as the director and 
chief legal counsel at the 
Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism for more 
than 30 years. 

The Jewish Film Se-
ries continues at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the EJLCC 
with “Sublet,” a warmly-af-
fecting melodrama from 
well-known Israeli writ-
er-director, Eytan Fox; a 
middle-aged gay American 
travel writer befriends a 
young Israeli film student 
while subletting his apart-
ment in Tel Aviv. Over the 
course of five days, both 
very different men form 
a close friendship as they 
tour the enchanting sights 
of Tel Aviv.



The Rev. Michael-Ray Mathews’ family celebrates 
communion together the first Sunday of every 
month. They study Scripture and then celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper. 

“When my son moved back to Columbus because he was 
in love, he asked if we could continue the tradition with his 
beloved,” Mathews said. “We did a lectio divina reflection 
on ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing.’ My goal for my preaching this 
time is the same as when I was here in 2018 — to explore my 
faith, our shared public life and our faith and responsibili-
ties in the world.”

Mathews preached at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday service of wor-
ship and sermon in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was 
“Lift Every Voice,” and the Scripture text was Luke 10:25-37.

In his introduction, Mathews said he was obsessed with 
the text and history of “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” He cited 
author and scholar Imani Perry’s book, May We Forever Stand: 
A History of the Black National Anthem, as one of the sourc-
es for his reflections. The song is a feature of the Sympara 
Community, Mathews’ worshiping community, during its 
Juneteenth vigil.

“But what if the vigil on Juneteenth is for everyone? What 
if Black history is for everyone? What if Juneteenth is for ev-
eryone?” he asked the congregation. “If it is for everyone, how 
and why is it? And if it is not (for everyone), why and how not?”

Written at the turn of the 20th century, “Lift Every Voice 
and Sing,” reflects on the failure of Reconstruction and offers 
a vision of the future for “Black people and all people in the 
United States,” Mathews said. “How does it contribute to the 
inclusive, pluralistic democracy we envision? That is what I 
am going to explore.” 

Mathews finished his introduction and began his sermon 
by singing:

“May the words of my mouth bring You praise. Let the 
Word that I speak be seasoned by Your love and grace. May 
the things I choose to say bring glory not shame to Your name 
this day. Let the words of my mouth bring You praise.”

Despite being the news editor of his high school paper and 
starting as a journalism major at the University of Southern 
California, Mathews said he hated to engage with the media. 

“I am quick to recommend others for interviews, who are 
closer to the situation or have a voice that needs to be heard,” 
he said. “I forget my talking points when the journalist asks 
the first question: state your name and spell it.”

Despite his fears, most interviews go well and Mathews’ 
media coaches give him praise.

“I have found two saving graces,” he said. “First, I visualize 
my talking points. Second, I have real clarity of the question I 
really want to answer, the answer the world needs to hear.” 

Mathews’ pointed to media masters like Congresswomen 
Barbara Lee and Maxine Waters, who create the space for 
what they want to say. 

“Listen to Barbara Lee. She says ‘just let me say this,’ and 
puts her prophetic practice out there,” Mathews said.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus was doing the same thing. The 
lawyer who asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” was asking a 
“disingenuous question,” Mathews said. Jesus was claiming his 
time and answered the lawyer with a story.

The theology of being a neighbor is not to find out who is 
worthy but “how we show up in the world,” Mathews said. “It 

is about who I am and can I respond with compassion and 
mercy. Am I a neighbor in showing up for others in the world, 
to see the divine in others?”

The authors of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” J. Rosamond 
Johnson and James Weldon Johnson, were Samaritans at 
the turn of the 20th century. Their people, after 40 years, 
were still despised and oppressed, lived in fear and under 
threat from white supremacists who thwarted their efforts 
to be everyday people.

“They had their rights taken away in county courts, state 
legislatures and even the Supreme Court,” Mathews said.

While lamenting what white supremacists were doing, the 
writers said to let joy resound, to count on the wisdom from 
ancestors for strength, hope and love. 

“The ‘Negro’ National Anthem gave courage to a young 
Black boy who tried to sing the American song and dream the 
American dream so he could face the times when the great 
American song robbed him of his voice and the great Ameri-
can dream destroyed his equality,” Mathews said. 

He called the song one of the “medicines and potions that 
sustain me and my people in a strange land.” Poetry, jazz, food 
and stories provided healing power and reminded him and 
others of their dignity and belovedness. 

“If this song gave me the medicine to survive, what do I do 
when the strange land wants to sing the song, like the request 
from the Babylonians for the Jews to ‘sing the songs of Zion,’ 
while still in captivity?” Mathews asked. 

What is lost and gained when the songs of one people are 
sung by captors? For Mathews, it is the Samaritan who is 
bridging the differences in the world, who is taking a risk for 
human flourishing. 

“What if I can’t trust the multiracial movement for justice 
to love Black lives?” Mathews asked the congregation. “I am 
left with the teachings of Jesus, a complicated history, and 
‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’ to be universally aspirational and 
inspire both the Black community and broader community.”

While doing genealogical research, Mathews found his 
third great-grandmother, Dulcey Goodman, in a record 
of enslaved people. He also found a great-grandfather 
who was registered to vote in 1867, but no record of him 
actually voting.

“ ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’ reminded Black people not only 
of the place (where) they had been oppressed, but that they 
are a people of profound faith and resilience,” Mathews said. 

He recalled generations of his family, their social situation, 
and how they sang “Lift Every Voice.”

When a Black family moved into the neighborhood of 

the Erie Chapel Presbyterian Church in Chicago, the pastor 
taught “Lift Every Voice” to the members of the congrega-
tion. The congregation then walked and sang and escorted 
their new neighbors to their home and prevented a mob 
from robbing them.

“Who was the neighbor?” Mathews asked. “The Samaritan 
had compassion even when the social message to ignore the 
injured man was clear. He put actions to his convictions.”

Mathews said that for the long haul, “We need reparations 
and healing. We need radical solidarity with our neighbor 
so we can sing together and also struggle together. We can 
advocate for direct action for our wounded neighbors.”

He continued, “We won’t need to memorize our talking 
points. We will be ready with better questions. It might 
sound like we are singing variations, but the harmony will 
vibrate with liberation and healing, as loud as the rolling 
sea. Lift every voice.”

The Rev. Natalie Hanson, interim senior pastor for Chau-
tauqua, presided. Gregory “Coach” Prechtl, who is marking 
35 years as McCredie Family Director of Chautauqua Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club, read the Scripture. Nicholas Stigall, organ 
scholar, played “Allegro” from the Organ Concerto in A Mi-
nor, BWV 593, by Johann Sebastian Bach, after Vivaldi. The 
anthem, sung by the Chautauqua Choir, was “The House of 
Faith Has Many Rooms,” music by Craig Phillips and words 
by Carl P. Daw Jr. The choir was under the direction of Joshua 
Stafford, director of sacred music and holder of the Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, and accompanied by Stigall. 
The offertory anthem was “Let All the World in Every Corner 
Sing,” music by Ralph Vaughan Williams and text by George 
Herbert. Stafford conducted the Chautauqua Choir and Sti-
gall provided accompaniment. Stafford played “Toccata,” by 
John Weaver, for the postlude. Support for this week’s services 
is provided by the Jackson-Carnahan Memorial Chaplaincy 
and the John William Tyrrell Endowment for Religion. 
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Final week! Don’t miss your chance to watch the 
Tony-nominated play at Bratton Theater.  

Tuesday, July 12 at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 13 at 2:15 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 14 at 2:15 p.m.

INDECENT 

Buy your tickets today! tickets.chq.org

By Paula Vogel 
Directed by Lisa Rothe 

Choreographed by Adin Walker 

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Being a neighbor requires bridging differences, acting on convictions

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Rev. Michael-Ray Mathews delivers his sermon Sunday in the 
Amphitheater. 

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to offer reprints of photos that appear in its pages through a new 
online service that will allow you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds. Prints are available 
for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” and 11”x14” — and will be delivered to your preferred address, 
whether at Chautauqua or at home. Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY
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LISTINGS & VACATION RENTALS,LISTINGS & VACATION RENTALS,
visit MyTeamVP.com

For all MLS REAL ESTATE
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Your Chautauqua Experts for 40 Years!Your Chautauqua Experts for 40 Years!

You're Invited!You're Invited!
PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OFFICEPLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OFFICE

MONDAY'S 12-2PM
for Snacks, Real Estate Advice, and to get your
Map for Tuesday's Real Estate Open Houses!

M
MONDAY
JULY 11

7:00	 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.)
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Joe Stahlman (combined Native 
American Tuscarora and Tibetan 
Buddhist traditions). Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Facing 
the Rising Sun.” The Rev. 
Michael-Ray Mathews, chief 
faith officer and deputy director, 
Faith in Action. Amphitheater

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) “Journey 
into the Zodiac.” Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:00  Opera Conservatory 
Masterclass. Rhoslyn Jones. 
Fletcher Music Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 

Tu
TUESDAY
JULY 12

7:00	 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.)
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Joe Stahlman (combined Native 
American Tuscarora and Tibetan 
Buddhist traditions). Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 (9–10) Morning Clinic 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 	 (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market. 
Bestor Plaza

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “The 
Place for Which Our People 
Sighed.” The Rev. Michael-Ray 
Mathews, chief faith officer and 
deputy director, Faith in Action. 
Amphitheater

9:15 	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Maimonides’s 
Top Ten.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Race; A Civil and Human Rights 
Issue.” Nicole Austin-Hillery, 
president and CEO, congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation, former 
executive director, Human 
Rights Watch’s U.S. Program. 
Amphitheater

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Contesting the Future of Human 
Rights: Now More Than Ever.” 
Alison Brysk, author, The Future 
of Human Rights. Amphitheater

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:15	 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Brown Bag 
Conversation. Civil Resistance 
by Erica Chenoweth. Presented 
by Philip Allen and Margaret 
Edwards. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:30	 Lecture. (Sponsored by the 
Everett Jewish Life Center) “How 
Jewish Lawyers Helped Shape 
Civil Rights Law and Policy in 
the 20th Century.” Rabbi David 
Saperstein. Hall of Philosophy

12:30	 Play CHQ. Bubbles. Bestor Plaza

12:45	 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake at a new 
guided kayak ecological tour along 
the Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports 
Club

1:00	 Fire Extinguisher Training 
Class. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Volunteer Fire 
Department.) Fire Hall

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:15	 Docent Tours. Pioneer Hall

1:15	 Docent Tours. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall

1:15	 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. 
Fee. (Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling 
Green

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“Dignity for All: Faith, Spirituality, 
and Human Rights.” The Rev. 
Adam Russell Taylor, president, 
Sojourners. Hall of Philosophy

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 Piano Faculty Master Class. Jon 
Nakamatsu, piano. Sherwood, 
Marsh 101

2:30	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

2:30	 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:30	 Robert H. Jackson Lecture. 
Reva Siegel, Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach Professor of Law, Yale 
Law School. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Seminar. (Programmed by 
The Department of Religion.) 
“Courageous Conversations on 
Death and Dying.” Shahid Aziz. 
Presbyterian House Chapel

3:30	 Islam 101. “The Quran and What 
it Says about Other Faiths.” 
Hurlbut Church

4:00	 Chamber Music. Aldo López-
Gavilán and Ilmar Gavilán. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:00 	 Art of Investing. Community 
finance discussion with Dennis 
Galucki. Smith Memorial Library

4:15	 Play CHQ. Pool Noodle Fencing. 
Jessica Trapasso Pavilion at 
Children’s School  

4:45	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation. Leader: Subagh 
Singh Khalsa (Introduction to 
Meditation). Hurlbut Sanctuary

5:00	 Thumbprint Operalogue. 
Chautauqua Opera Company. 
Fletcher Music Hall

5:00	 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:00	 Young Adult Program. Week 
Three Kick Off. Board Games, 
group playlist. Heinz Beach

6:30	 Lake Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy. Heinz Beach

7:00	 Palestine Park Tour.  
“A Journey Through the Holy Land 
in the Times of Jesus.” Palestine 
Park

7:00	 (7–7:30) Taizé and Tea. Meditative 
worship. UCC Randell Chapel

7:00	 Free Family Film. “The Princess 
Bride.” (Complimentary  access 
via gate pass. Reserve tickets in 
advance at chautauquacinema.
com; patrons without reserved 
tickets will be admitted at door 
on first-come basis.) Chautauqua 
Cinema

7:30	 OPERA. Thumbprint. Norton Hall

�8:15	 MUSIC SCHOOL FESTIVAL 
ORCHESTRA. Timothy Muffitt, 
conductor. Aldo López-Gavilán, 
piano. Ilmar Gavilán, violin. 
Amphitheater

9:00	 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Everything Everywhere All 
At Once.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:15	 LGBTQ and Friends Brown 
Bag Discussion. “Human 
Rights Belong to Everyone; No 
Exceptions.” Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall 

12:15 	Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) “The 2022 BTG House 
& Garden Tour – Architectural 
and Preservation Highlights.” 
Bob Jeffrey, architectural 
preservationist. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 Poet-in-Residence Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
Charlotte Matthews, author, The 
Atlas of Vanishing Knowledge. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:30	 Play CHQ. Tie Dye Bandanas with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
Sheldon Ground Floor Classrooms

12:30	 Brown Bag Lecture. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“For Such a Time as This: Jewish 
Social Justice at a Time of Crisis 
and Opportunity.” Rabbi David 
Saperstein. Hall of Philosophy

12:30 	Brown Bag: My Spiritual 
Journey. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) Kathy Slattery, Quaker 
House Steering Committee. Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

12:30	 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation Seminar (Practice 
and Discussion). Presenter: 
Joe Stahlman (combined Native 
American Tuscarora and Tibetan 
Buddhist traditions). Hall of 
Missions

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

1:00	 (1-4) Duplicate Bridge. CWC 
House

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Poetry Room

1:15	 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. Fee. 
(Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling Green

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“Walking the Spiritual Path with 
Practical Feet: Operationalizing 
Human Dignity.” Layli Miller-
Muro, founder and former chief 
executive officer, Tahirih Justice 
Center. Hall of Philosophy

2:00	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 

Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15	 Cinema Film Screening. 
“C’mon C’mon” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema 

2:30	 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:15	 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses

3:30	 Heritage Lecture Series. “The 
Life and Times of Chautauqua's 
Oliver Willcox Norton, the First 
Bugler to Sound ‘Taps.’” Jari 
Villanueva. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Weekly Speaker Reception. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) The 
Rev. Adam Russell Taylor, 
president, Sojourners. 40 Clark

3:30	 Islam 101. “Women and Family 
Life.” Hurlbut Church

4:00	 THEATER. Indecent. Bratton 
Theater

4:00	 Piano Guest Faculty Recital. 
Jon Nakamatsu. Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:15	 Garden Walk & Talk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of garden 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Meet at Smith Wilkes 
Hall entrance

4:45	 Play CHQ. Tabletop Games. 
Smith Memorial Library Main 
Floor

4:45	 Play CHQ. Guided nature Play 
and Board/Card Games. Girls’ 
Club

5:00	 Family Entertainment Series: 
Young Playwrights Project. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00	 CHQ Documentary Series. 
“Sheryl.” (Complimentary access 
via gate pass or concert ticket. 
Reserve tickets in advance at 
chautauquacinema.com; patrons 
without reserved tickets will be 
admitted at door on first-come 
basis.) Chautauqua Cinema

5:00	 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30	 Labyrinth History and 
Meditation. (Programmed by the 
Department of Religion.) Bring 
gate pass. Adjacent to Turner 
Community Center

7:00	 Bible Study. United Methodist 
House

7:00	 Young Adult Program. Coffee 
and crafting origami and picture 
frames. Heinz Beach

7:00	 SPECIAL. Sheryl Crow and 
Keb’ Mo’ & Southern Avenue. 
Amphitheater

7:45	 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Eiffel” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

Want to revisit or 
livestream your 
favorite lectures? 
Join the CHQ 
Assembly to keep 
up to date on events 
that take place  
at Chautauqua.
Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG

chqdaily.com
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