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In a stage production, there are many 
roles that have to work together per-
fectly at once for showtime. The actors 
have to embody their characters; the 
lighting and sound must run smoothly; 
the director is at the helm of the ship 
steering it forward.

One aspect of a show that can be 
understated, and perhaps overlooked, 
is costume design.

Erin Barnett, Chautauqua Theater 
Company’s costume fellow, is the only 
fellow this year, and she is tasked with 
creating all of the costumes for CTC’s 
productions this season, including 
Blood at the Root, which will be con-
tinuing its run at 4 p.m. today in the 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt.

Based on the real-life events of the 
Jena Six case in Louisiana in 2006, the 
show follows a fictitious high school 
and its students having to come to 
terms with the racial hierarchy that is 
skewed toward its white students. 

After some of the Black students 
try to sit under a tree that is usually 
occupied by white students, tensions 
rise as hot as the temperature of a 
Louisiana summer.

A fight breaks out, leaving one 
of the Black students, De’Andre, 
charged with attempted murder.

Barnett designed D’Andre’s cos-
tume during his imprisonment, a 
standard orange prison jumpsuit 
with a faded American flag overtop.

DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

It is hard to go anywhere, 
turn on the television or 
go on social media without 
hearing or seeing anything 
about “cancel culture.”

According to Merri-
am-Webster, the defini-
tion of cancel culture is 
the practice or tenden-
cy of engaging in mass 
canceling as a way of ex-
pressing disapproval and 
exerting social pressure.

Christine Rosen, se-
nior writer for Commen-
tary, will be discussing 
this phenomenon in a 
lecture as a part of the 
Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries at 10:30 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater. 

Rosen will be speak-
ing about the origins of 
cancel culture and how 
college students and the 
media have interpreted 
and misinterpreted it. 

She also plans to con-
trast this with America’s 
rich history of protests 
and how hashtag activ-
ism — empty social media 
messages without ac-
tual intent — are dulling 
the culture of activism 
America inherently has. 

“I have spent a fair 
amount of time study-
ing the culture of tech-
nology and the history of 
(it),” Rosen said. “I helped 
found a journal called 
The New Atlantis, where 
we spend a lot of time 
looking at the ways that 
our embrace of personal 
technology, in particu-
lar, has transformed the 
way we interact.”

While Rosen is critical 
of college students and 
their form of activism, 
she also wants to make 
sure to commend them, 
as well. 

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

The importance of read-
ing and storytelling is on 
Cherie Harder’s mind. 
She believes the way we 
read and share stories 
needs to change for the 
greater good.

At 1 p.m. today in the 
Amphitheater, Harder 
will present this idea in 
her lecture “Reading for 
Justice,” the last of the 
Week Three Interfaith 
Lecture Series for the 
theme of “The Ethical 
Foundations of a Fully 
Functioning Society.”

Harder is the presi-
dent of the Trinity Forum, 
which is “contributing to 
the renewal of society by 
cultivating and promot-
ing the best of Christian 
thought, and helping 
leaders to think, work, 
and lead wisely and well,” 
according to its website. 

She compared it to the 
Aspen Institute, but with 
a Christian view. 

“We try to provide a 
space for leaders to wres-
tle with the big questions 
in life, but in the context of 
faith,” she said. “We try to 
provide a platform for the 
best in Christian thought 
leadership. We host dis-
cussions, Socratic forums, 
lectures and conversations 

with people wrestling with 
big ideas and trying to do 
so Christianly.”

Before this role, Harder 
held a series of important 
roles in Washington, D.C. 
She served as a policy ad-
viser for Senate Majority 
Leader Bill Frist; special 
assistant to President 
George W. Bush; the direc-
tor for policy and projects 
for First Lady Laura Bush; 
and senior counselor to 
the chairman of the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

One of the questions 
of the week for her is, 
“What’s the relation be-
tween virtue, excellence 
and character in personal 
and societal happiness?” 

Trinity Forum’s Harder 
to explore importance of 
reading, storytelling as 
foundational to society

Social media, cancel 
culture, trust: Rosen to 
discuss phenomenon 
for morning lecture

See HARDER, Page 4

See ROSEN, Page 4

With evocative costume design, 
‘Blood at the Root’ illustrates 
school-to-prison pipeline in U.S.

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Christopher Portley, as De’Andre, in an Erin 
Barnett-designed costume.See BLOOD AT THE ROOT, Page 4
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RANKY TANKY 

RANKY TANKY TO “BRING THE FUNK” OF  
GULLAH CULTURE BACK TO CHAUTAUQUA

JORDYN RUSSELL
STAFF WRITER

NPR once described Ranky 
Tanky’s music as “soulful 
honey to the ears.” After the 
release of their sophomore 
album Good Time, the Gram-
my Award-winning, Charles-
ton-based ensemble is back 
to perform at 8:15 p.m. to-
night in the Amphitheater, 
showcasing the passionate 
tunes of the Gullah culture.

“Gullah” translates to “a 

people blessed by God.” The 
word itself originated from 
the Creole language of the 
Gullah people, typically re-
ferred to as “Geechee.” This 
language is based on dif-
ferent varieties of English, 
as well as the languages of 
Central and West Africa. The 
name “Ranky Tanky” also 
stems from the Gullah lan-
guage, encouraging fans in 
attendance to “Get Funky!”

Ranky Tanky’s beginnings 

in the world of jazz resonate 
with the word, as their music 
taste is heavily inspired by 
the ageless music of the Gul-
lah. For drummer Quentin E. 
Baxter, bassist Kevin Hamil-
ton and trumpeter Charlton 
Singleton, it was important 
to incorporate this inspira-
tion into their music, as the 
exploration of Gullah mu-
sic is a cultural tradition in 
which they have roots. 

See RANKY TANKY, Page 4
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L E C T U R E

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique runs from noon to 2 p.m. today behind 
the Colonnade. Language Hour is at 1 p.m. today on the CWC 
House Porch. Languages include Spanish and French. The 
CWC hosts “Flower Arranging 101,” a virtual demonstration 
with floral designer Sarah von Pollaro, at 3:30 p.m. today. 
Tickets are available at www.chautauquawomensclub.org.

Properties for Rent open house
Looking to rent? Stop by the Visitors Center (Post Office 
Building) to pick up the list of properties for sale that are 
hosting an Open House today.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Join Jack Gulvin at 4 p.m. today for a Purple Martin Talk. 
Meet at the purple martin houses next to the Sports Club. 
Gulvin also leads a Nature Walk at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, 
starting at the lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall.

CLSC Science Circle presentations
At 9 a.m. today in the Hurlbut Church Sanctuary and Zoom, 
Meghan Collins discusses “Weather Spotters and Scientists: 
Improving Our Understanding of Storms With Citizen Sci-
ence.” To register, email ScienceTalksCHQ@gmail.com.

Master class offered
Deb Roy, director of the MIT Center for Constructive 
Communication and Thursday’s Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries speaker, will lead a master class at 10:30 a.m. Friday 
at Smith Wilkes Hall. The class is part of Chautauqua’s 
2021 Special Studies offerings; registration is required 
through learn.chq.org or in person at Hultquist Center. 
There is a fee for this event.

Men’s softball league news
At 5 p.m. today at Sharpe Field, Team Arthritics will play 
the Fish Heads, and at 6:30 p.m. the Slugs will play the 
Fish Heads. On Monday, the Slugs beat the Arthritics 29-
14 and the Fish Heads beat YAC PAC 16-12.

Post-lecture discussions on CHQ Assembly
Join Tim Melley, professor of English, affiliate of American 
studies and director of the Miami University Humanities 
Center at Miami University of Ohio, for conversations this 
week following the week’s Chautauqua Lecture Series pro-
grams. Melley will host a post-lecture discussion at 3 p.m. 
today on the CHQ Assembly Virtual Porch. Register for the 
Virtual Porch and join the discussion at porch.chq.org.

CLSC Class of 2000 news
Join the CLSC Class of 2000 20-year-plus-one reunion at 
the Athenaeum Hotel at noon on Aug. 5. There is a cost of 
$10. Contact the class secretary for reservation informa-
tion and choice of lunch selections at erc@ncweb.com or 
440-346-4498. Please include contact information. 

Youth and Family Programs Advisory Group session
The Youth and Family Programs Advisory Group invites 
community members with special needs and their fami-
lies to a listening session with the advisory group at 9:30 
a.m. today at Smith Wilkes Hall. The goal of this and other 
sessions is to learn from community experience to inform 
future plans for Chautauqua’s youth and family programs.

Morning Worship Notes
The Rev. John Morgan, who wrote the liturgies for this 
week, presided. Larry Cohen, co-president of the Hebrew 
Congregation of Chautauqua, read the Scripture. Joshua 
Stafford, who holds the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organ-
ist and is director of sacred music, directed members of the 
Motet Choir in “The Eyes of All,” with music by John Berg-
er and words from Psalm 145: 15-16. The organ prelude was 
“Larghetto” by Joseph Sulzer. The postlude was “Prelude 
for the Opening of the New Synagogue in Berlin,” by Hugo 
Schwantzer. The Robert D. Campbell Memorial Chaplaincy 
provides support for this week’s services and chaplain.

School of Music chamber recitals
Students in the School of Music will give a  String Chamber 
Music Recitals at 6:30 p.m. today via Zoom. To request the 
Zoom link, email music@chq.org.

Chautauqua Property Owners Association Park Chats
Join the CPOA for meet and greets with Chautauqua Insti-
tution executive staff at 6 p.m. today at various locations. 
CPOA Areas 1, 2 and 10 meet at Miller Park, with a speaker 
at 6:15 p.m.; Areas 3 and 4 meet at the Arboretum, with a 
speaker at 7 p.m.; Areas 5 and 6 meet at Lincoln Park, with a 
speaker at 6:15 p.m.; Area 7 meets at Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, 
with a speaker at 6:15 p.m.; Areas 8 and 9 meet at the Pines’ 
Pool House, with a speaker at 7 p.m. Water and dessert are 
provided at all locations; bring a chair or blanket to sit on, 
and your own food and beverage. Contact CPOArepresen-
tative@gmail.com. In case of rain, check the CPOA website.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

Does moral leadership mat-
ter? Can the United States 
repair? The Rev. Robert M. 
Franklin Jr. wants to know.

These were questions he 
asked to open his 1 p.m. In-
terfaith Lecture in the Am-
phitheater on Monday. The 
lecture, named after those 
questions, was the first of 
three Interfaith Lectures in 
Week Three, themed “The 
Ethical Foundations of a Ful-
ly Functioning Society.” 

Franklin is the James T. 
and Berta R. Laney Pro-
fessor in Moral Leadership 
and a Senior Advisor to the 
President at Emory Univer-
sity, and President Emeri-
tus of Morehouse College 
in Atlanta. 

Addressing a familiar 
Chautauquan crowd — he 
was director of religion 
here from 2014 to 2017 and 
presented his first Chau-
tauqua lecture in 2000 — 
Franklin shared his answers 
to questions at hand. 

Discovering what moral 
leaders do for communities 
galvanizes Franklin — he 
spent the last year writing 
a new book, Moral Lead-
ership: Integrity, Courage, 
Imagination, based on 
notes, lectures and reflec-

tions from Chautauqua, 
Morehouse College and 
other experiences.

“This is the work that I 
think is the great challenge 
for us in this hour in history,” 
Franklin said.

In 2020, Franklin ran for 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, aiming to fill the re-
mainder of the late Rep. John 
Lewis’ term. He ultimately 
lost that race, but took away 
valuable lessons for himself. 

One thing he learned, he 
said, was that there existed a 
public demand for leaders of 
integrity, courage and imag-
ination, and for people who 
inspire others to become bet-
ter versions of themselves.

Another lesson he learned 
was that individuals can 
change the narrative of life. 

“We may not be able to 
change the past, and there 
are a lot of painful stories, 
histories and facts that are 
a part of America’s past, 
and so much still a part of 
America’s present,” he said. 
“We cannot change the 
past, but we can change 
the value of the past. … The 
past can offer us gifts and 
can speak to us.”

Franklin said people can 
ask themselves what they 
can do for the good of their 
town, organization, con-
gregation or nation to help 
influence or change the 
narrative. People need to be 
willing to say “no,” he said. 

A third lesson Franklin 
learned from the campaign 
was people perceive poli-
tics as a land of transaction. 
He believes, however, that 
it can be based on trans-
formation. Instead of ex-
changing votes for promis-
es, Franklin said he stepped 

out of the religious and aca-
demic circles where he was 
most familiar and listened 
to other communities.

He also took away the no-
tion that ordinary citizens 
are more important than 
celebrity leaders, such as 
Gandhi or Nelson Mandela — 
which is why he thinks any-
one can make a difference. 

Franklin looked back at 
the earliest of American 
politics. He said the early 
founders believed in moral 
leadership and virtues. 

These leaders were 
trained in classical tra-
ditions, he said, and the 
works of Plato and Ar-
istotle. In this tradition, 
Franklin said the smartest, 
strongest minds were given 
power and celebrated, akin 
to how the world’s best ath-
letes will be celebrated at 
the Tokyo Olympic Games 
later this month.

Conversely, these found-
ers also believed in cove-
nant traditions, or that God 
promised to love no mat-
ter what. Here, one doesn’t 
have to be the best in any 
category to participate, 
Franklin said. 

“It’s wonderful we have 
these two vast storehouses 
of intellectual resources to 
draw from,” he said.

When thinking of celebrity 
leaders, Franklin wants peo-
ple to consider beyond the 
most famous names and think 
of those in their communities 
who have said “no,” or resist-
ed the status quo when they 
spotted wrongdoing. 

“What are you going to do 
next?” he asked. “What will 
you do with what you learn 
here at Chautauqua for a 

week devoted to trust and 
restoring trust? What is re-
quired for a fully function-
ing society in Pittsburgh, 
Erie, Orlando, Los Angeles 
or Atlanta? What’s required, 
and how can I contribute?”

Franklin discouraged 
simply waiting for an elect-
able moral leader, and in-
stead encouraged being the 
moral leader. In this, he ref-
erenced Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s sermon based on trans-
formed nonconformists.

“This hour in history 
needs a dedicated circle 
of transformed noncon-
formists,” wrote King. “The 
saving of our world from 
impending doom will not 
come from actions of an 
adjusted majority, but from 
creative maladjustment of a 
transformed minority.”

Franklin acknowledged it 
is sometimes difficult, even 
for himself, to take on such 
pressure. He read a quote 
from Oscar Wilde that he 
said helps him get out of bed 
every morning.

“ ‘Every saint has a past, 
every sinner has a future,’ ” he 
read. “We get back out there 
because we all have a future.”

Franklin then turned to 
one of the United States’ most 
well-known monuments to 
leaders: Mount Rushmore. 

Mount Rushmore was 
designed in the early 20th 
century, when the country 
wasn’t building much, Frank-
lin said. He noted the four 
presidents on the moun-
tain — George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Theodore 
Roosevelt and Abraham Lin-
coln — were not the only four 
leaders considered. 

In talk, Morehouse, Emory scholar Franklin offers 
questions, answers on regaining moral leadership

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Robert M. Franklin Jr., author of Moral Leadership: Integrity, Courage, Imagination delivers his lecture, “Does Moral Leadership 
Still Matter? How America Can Repair,” Monday in the Amphitheater. 

See FRANKLIN, Page 7
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R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

“There is one theological conundrum that we can 
solve easily,” Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner said. “We can 
connect the theological dots. Our Scripture says 
to speak up and out against poverty and home-

lessness and to stand with the poor. Between the two, we insert 
righteous judgment.” Pesner preached at the 9 a.m. Tuesday 
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was “Speak 
Up, Judge Righteously, and Stand with the Poor: The Spiritual Im-
perative for Economic Justice.” The Scripture was Proverbs 31:9.

“The reason I became a rabbi was to unshackle the bonds 
of poverty and homelessness,” he said. Pesner attended high 
school in the South Bronx and saw the devastation of poverty 
in the community.

One of Pesner’s heroes is Desmond Mead. Pesner was in Boca 
Raton, Florida, to meet with several synagogues about justice 
issues when he got a call from Mead, asking to meet with him 
on an urgent matter. Pesner gave him a window of time he had 
free and when Mead walked in, he seemed out of breath. Pesner 
asked Mead if he had run across town and Mead said, “No, I just 
drove from Orlando.” That is a three-hour drive.

Mead was leading the campaign to restore voting rights to 
those who had been incarcerated.

“Jim Crow-era laws were keeping 1.6 million people from vot-
ing because they had been incarcerated. There was a ballot initia-
tive to overturn the law,” Pesner said. “Just so you know, Amend-
ment Four did pass in the state election, but the state legislature 
is still pulling shenanigans to block people’s ability to vote.”

Pesner asked Mead why the initiative was so important to him. 
Mead said he was a preacher’s kid who served in the armed forc-
es, came out of service with PTSD, self-medicated and became 
addicted, lost everything and became homeless and wound up 
in prison. While in prison, he prayed and studied, got a college 
degree and law degree and represented himself at his appeal and 
won. He told Pesner he talked to people about voting, and that 
they said it wasn’t that they did not want to vote, but could not. 
That right had been taken away from them.

Pesner said, “All of us in the spiritual life are good at feeding 
the hungry, housing the homeless and providing hospitality. We 
are less good at the overthrow of systemic failure. There are 11 
million children in poverty. They did nothing to deserve that life. 
We have criminalized poverty and the poor.”

He continued, “Desmond’s story is not unique. We are called to 
judge righteously, to analyze systems and change them.”

When the first Reform rabbis met in 1885, they formulated a 
statement about what Judaism stands for. In part they said the 
spirit of the Torah called them to regulate the relationship be-
tween the rich and the poor, and it was their duty to solve “on the 
basis of justice and righteousness the evils of the present society.”

Pesner reminded the congregation that on Monday he 
discussed the imperative in Torah to love the stranger. “We are 
called to love the widow, the orphan and the stranger. What 
do they have in common with the needy? They are the most 
vulnerable economically. Their economic protection does not 
come from a patriarch but from the community, at the center 
of the community and not the fringe.”

When the Amalekites attacked the people of Israel, they 
attacked the stragglers. The Jewish commentators said the sin 
was not on the part of the Amalekites but the Israelites — be-
cause the stragglers, the weaker ones, should have been in the 
center of the group and protected.

“We should open our hands to the needy, but Deuteronomy 
tells us we will always have needy people. God commands us to 
be open handed in our own land,” Pesner said.

Deuteronomy also requires workers to be paid a fair wage. 
“The rules about gleaning are clear. Land owners must leave 

a portion of the harvest for poor people to come and eat. Every 
seven years the land should rest and all who are hungry take the 
abundance of the land and all debts will be forgiven. Can you 
imagine that in the United States?” he asked.

Pesner and others held a vigil at Bank of America and other 
companies to protest 30% interest on credit cards. They asked 
the bank to charge just 10%, but the banks said they could not 
make a profit at that rate.

“Do you really want to make a profit through debt slavery?” 
the group asked the banks.

In the Jubilee year, which occurs every 50 years, all land 
reverts to the original owners. “When the Israelites entered the 
promised land, everyone shared equally and so every 50 years, 
land was returned to the original family,” Pesner said. “It was a 
system of fairness and equity. Think what the world might be.”

During Seder, participants raise the matzah up and say, “Let 
all who are hungry come and eat.” Pesner said: “When we throw 
open the door for Elijah, what if we saw a real person? Would we 
mean it when we said, ‘Let all who are hungry come and eat’?”

The story of Ruth, Pesner said, is the story of an interfaith 
family. When all the men died in Moab, Naomi, the mother, pre-
pared to return to Judah. Ruth told Naomi, “Where you go, I will 
go. Your people will be my people, your God will be my God.”

Naomi sends Ruth out to glean, she is seen by Boaz, and 
they live happily ever after. “This story paints a fairy-tale 
picture of the world as it could be,” Pesner said. “More impor-
tantly, at the beginning of the genealogy of King David and the 
sovereign nation were a Moabite and Judahite showing that the 
widow and orphan could live together in peace.”

Pesner had promised to return to the story of Desmond Mead. 
He said he asked Mead how he got through the lowest point in his 
life. Mead told him he had learned a story from Pesner’s tradition. 
Mead’s father often invited guests to the family Sunday table. One 
day a rabbi came to visit and told a parable. In Israel there are two 
seas, one that gives life and the other that hoards life. The Sea of 
Galilee gives life but the Dead Sea drains life and does not share 
its abundance. “Go look at your own model of the seas in Pales-
tine Park,” Pesner said. 

“Desmond Mead told me, ‘I want to live by giving life, not 
hoarding it,’ ” said Pesner. He continued, “Can you imagine a so-
ciety more like Galilee, unlike the one we live in with suffering?” 

He ended the sermon saying, “Jews at ritual meals often joke 
that the storyline is, ‘They came to kill us, we prevailed, let’s eat.’ I 
would rather say, ‘They came to oppress us, we came together in 
collective liberation, now, all who are hungry — let’s eat.’ ”

Pesner: Judge righteously, 
speak up, stand with the 
poor for economic justice
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F R O M  P A G E  O N E

She said her past work helped 
her answer such a question.

“Whether coming at it 
from a position of legisla-
tion on Capitol Hill or at the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities, we’re essential-
ly trying to find the best of 
the humanities — the best of 
literature and letters which 
speaks to what it means to 

be human and what the good 
life is,” Harder said.

Comparing her time in 
Washington to the present 
day, Harder said reading and 
storytelling is more challeng-
ing now than in the past. She 
said reading is on a decline, 
which has implications for in-
dividuals and society at large.

“It seems harder to sus-
tain the idea of a shared sto-
ry that we are all a part of 
and that we all contribute to 

and have a place in,” she said. 
“That, I think, is one of the 
factors behind our increased 
division, polarization and in-
stability to each other.”

Harder said stories that 
answer the aforementioned 
question help shape ideas 
of justice in ways that ar-
gument or laws may not. A 
couple examples could be 
Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, 
or Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s 
The Gulag Archipelago, she 

said, noting that they shape 
ideas of what is just, virtu-
ous and what it means to 
live in a flourishing society. 
Nowadays, she said, people 
read less, and have fewer 
shared stories.

“It’s more the sort of read-
ing one does with a text or 
tweet where you’re essential-
ly strip-mining for informa-
tion and reacting, as opposed 
to imaginatively entering into 
something,” she said.

Harder expects Chautau-
quans will already under-
stand the value of reading and 
storytelling, but she hopes 
they take away from her talk 
reading’s formative influence.

“As we as a country … try 
to navigate a liberal democ-
racy that is increasingly di-
verse, (we need) unifying 
stories for coherence and 
flourishing,” she said. “Deep 
reading actually is an im-
portant part of that.”

HARDER
FROM PAGE 1

“I have a lot of hope in 
younger generations,” Rosen 
said. “I am raising two teen-
agers myself, so I really am 
impressed at their optimism, 
and I think that story doesn’t 
get told enough. We do a lot 
of criticizing of younger gen-
erations for not living up to 
older generations’ ideals, so I 
want to make sure that I leave 
the audience with a sense of 
hopefulness about this and 
some of the ways we can re-
build trust in each other and 
in our institutions.”

While her work at Com-
mentary does lean right, Ros-
en says she is conscious of 
making sure to read all sides, 

and doesn’t want to build 
straw man arguments and 
merely attack others. 

“I don’t want to be 
provocative for the sake of 
angering people,” she said. 
“I want to base things on 
fact. I want to give the ben-
efit of the doubt to the peo-
ple whose ideas I might be 
challenging, so I read pretty 
widely across the political 
spectrum. I really do try to 
combat what is an unhealthy 
tendency, particularly (in) 
right-wing media, of sensa-
tionalizing the arguments of 
their opponents rather than 
treating them seriously and 
really tackling the ideas.”

Social media is power-
ful in spreading informa-
tion, and Rosen argues that 

it has the potential to do as 
much harm to social order 
in America as it does good.

“We need to be careful 
and be willing to pivot and 
change how we use those 
tools,” Rosen said. “We need 
to be very focused on find-
ing the areas for younger 
generations, in particular, 
where these tools are actu-
ally actively harmful — not 
just to their sense of them-
selves and their self esteem 
and their ability to grow 
into thriving adults, but in 
their willingness and ability 
to understand how politics 
works, how a healthy de-
mocracy should function, 
how political parties should 
function, and how people 
should have the freedom to 
express differences of opin-
ion and different ideas.”

Rosen considers herself a 
Libertarian, but has voted for 
candidates on both sides of 
the aisle and plans to appeal 
to all political ideologies, 
since she says the principles 
of this country welcome dis-
agreement and debate. 

“In particular, younger 
generations often forget that 
that is truly anomalous even 
in the Western world to have 
this kind of freedom that the 
government cannot step in 
and tell you there are certain 
things you can’t talk about,” 
Rosen said. “... In a culture 
that is wonderfully diverse 
as ours with more than 300 
million people, we’re not 
all going to agree, and we 
shouldn’t. I think that’s actu-
ally part of our strength.”

ROSEN
FROM PAGE 1

The show has been very 
special to Barnett and has 
an elevated meaning after 
2020. 

“I think for a lot of 
people, including myself, 
this is the first in-person 
show that we’ve done in 
over a year,” Barnett said. 
“So I think the experience 
of being in an audience 
with people and watching 
this show specifically was 
really special.”

While the show is 
based on the events that 
happened in 2006, the 
show is set in the present 
day. Alongside the show’s 
director, CTC Associate 
Artistic Director Stori 
Ayers, Barnett wanted the 
costumes to reflect what 
high school students in 
2021 are wearing.

Barnett worked closely 
with Ayers on De’Andre’s 
jumpsuit costume to ex-
ecute the political state-
ment that they were trying 
to achieve. 

“(Stori wanted to) do 
something that is sort of 
a distortion of the Amer-
ican flag, in some way, to 
say something,” Barnett 
said. “I did some differ-
ent sketches of different 
ideas and came to the  
orange jumpsuit with the 
flag imagery faded out of 
it. What we were real-

ly looking to emphasize 
with that look is some-
thing that the play it-
self emphasizes, which is 
the racial inequity in the 
American justice system.” 

According to the Prison 
Policy Initiative, the juve-
nile justice system con-
fines Black youth at over 
four times the rate of white 
youth. For the lowest-level 
offenses, Black and Indige-
nous youth are confined at 
rates over three times the 
rate of white youth. 

Barnett and Ayers want-
ed to do more than just a 
traditional orange jump-
suit to illustrate this point.

“This racial inequity 
that we see (in the jump-
suit) is sort of inherent to 
this bridge (between the) 
prison system to the jus-
tice system and to Amer-
ica,” Barnett said.

BLOOD AT THE 
ROOT

FROM PAGE 1

Cherie Harder’s 1 p.m.  
lecture has been designated part 
of Chautauqua’s programming in 
applied ethics, funded through 
the generosity of the David and 
Joan Lincoln Family Fund for 
Applied Ethics.
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With this influence in 
mind, Ranky Tanky cre-
ates music that show-
cases their own specific 
sound, while also repre-
senting the Gullah cul-
ture in a very authentic 
way. While vocalists Qui-
ana Parler and Clay Ross 
are not themselves from 
a Gullah community, 
they are well-acquainted 
with the music that in-
spires the culture. 

The incorporation of 
this jazz, gospel, funk, 
country and rhythm & 
blues within their mu-
sic is “enough to provoke 
swinging hips and nod-
ding heads,” according to 
Paste Magazine. 

Deborah Sunya 
Moore, the Institution’s 
senior vice president and 
chief program officer (in-
terim) and vice president 
of performing and visual 
arts, said she wanted to 
bring Ranky Tanky back 
to Chautauqua following 
their debut Amp perfor-
mance in 2018. 

“I first heard of Ranky 
Tanky on ‘Fresh Air’ with 
Terry Gross, and I thought 
they had such great music 
and artistry,” Moore said. 
“There is a focus (here) 
on big legends, but also 
lesser-known emerging 
artists with a voice and a 
mission to amplify.” 

Ranky Tanky is widely 
renowned for precisely 
what Moore describes, 
opening up the dialogue 
for topics, such as social 
injustice and unrest, us-
ing their musical gifts. 

“They use singing as 
an instrument in which 
to entertain, but also as a 
tool to teach and inform 
listeners about new cul-
tures,” Moore said. “There 
is definitely an even match 
of not only excellence, but 
wisdom as well.”

Ranky Tanky took 
home a Grammy Award 
for Best Regional Roots 
Album for their 2019 LP 
Good Time. In their ac-
ceptance speech at the 
62nd Annual Grammy 
Awards, the band used 
their platform to show-
case the deep love and 
appreciation they hold 
for the Gullah culture.

“It’s an honor to be 
here, to stand on the 
shoulders of our Gul-
lah ancestry and bring 
this music and message 
to the world,” Singleton 
said then. “This (is) just 
(a) historic moment for 
the Gullah, being at the 
Grammy Awards.”

Singleton, trumpeter 
and founding member of 
the band, reminisced on 
Ranky Tanky’s last per-
formance at the Chau-
tauqua Food & Film Fes-
tival back in 2018.

“It is an honor for us to 
play in Chautauqua,” Sin-
gleton said. “When I told 
some of my friends that 
we were playing there 
again, their eyebrows 
rose. They were familiar 
with all of the history and 
they just replied, “Wow. 
That’s pretty awesome.”

RANKY TANKY
FROM PAGE 1

What we were really 
looking to emphasize 
with that look is 
something that the play 
itself emphasizes, which 
is the racial inequity in 
the American justice 
system.”

—ERIN BARNETT
Costume fellow, 

Chautauqua Theater Company
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L E C T U R E

‘The time is now’: Media scholar Clark outlines need for reparative journalism

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Media scholar Meredith D. Clark delivers her lecture sharing six key traits the journalism industry must 
embody to survive, and the importance of reparative journalism, Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

NICK DANLAG
STAFF WRITER

When Meredith D. Clark was 
growing up, she wondered 
why newspaper photos of 
Black people always looked 
off. 

“I could never quite fig-
ure out why the newspaper 
couldn’t print more flattering 
photos of people who looked 
like me,” Clark said. “But then 
I began to work in the field.”

She later learned that it 
was because the industry 
used “Shirley Cards,” photos 
of white women that are rou-
tinely referenced to calibrate 
light, shadows and skin tones.

“Which means if you are 
darker, even if you are more 
pale, the camera doesn’t 
quite see you as you are 
seen. It doesn’t quite pick 
up on the intricacies of your 
appearance. Similarly, news 
media is calibrated this way,” 
said Clark, who previously 
was an assistant professor 
in media studies at the Uni-
versity of Virginia and was 
recently named associate 
professor at Northeastern 
University’s College of Art, 
Media and Design.  

A recent opinion piece 
by Brent Staples of The New 
York Times, titled “How The 
White Press Wrote Off Black 
America,” delves into how 
newsrooms have historical-
ly had primarily white, well-
off reporters who targeted 
white, wealthy audiences. 
This lack of diversity caused 
wide gaps in coverage, such 
as a correction that ran on 
the front page of Clark’s 
own hometown newspa-
per when she had recently 
graduated college. 

It read: “It has come to 
the editor’s attention that 
the Herald-Leader neglect-
ed to cover the civil rights 
movement. We regret the 
omission.”

“It was in this moment 
that I began to understand 
exactly why our preacher 
called the Herald-Leader 
the ‘Herald Misleader,’ and 
why my parents refused to 
subscribe,” Clark said.

She said journalism 
schools, which were also 
founded by white, land-own-
ing men, always teach the im-
portance of objectivity.

“How objective could it 
be, leaving out entire swaths 
of the American populace?” 
Clark said.

And she said this wasn’t 
just a journalism problem: 
Everyone has a role to play.

As well as being a profes-
sor, Clark is the author of 
DRAG THEM: A Brief Ety-
mology of Cancel Culture. At 
10:30 a.m. on Tuesday in the 
Amphitheater as part of the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series, 
Clark explored the impor-
tance of reparative journal-
ism, the role that Black wom-
en play in the movement, 
and ways society can move 
forward. The lecture, titled 
“The Time is Now,” was the 
second presentation of Week 
Three’s theme of “Trust, So-
ciety and Democracy.”

Visionary, not reactionary, 
and grounded in the 
history of the ignored

Clark said she was radi-
calized on Jan. 6, 2021, when 
she saw the U.S. Capitol ri-
ots on TV. 

“Jan. 6, for an American, 
was one of the most diffi-
cult days of my life,” Clark 
said, “because it was the 

day that I learned that the 
principles that I had been 
taught my entire life could 
be for sale — that they were 
available for purchase to 
the highest bidder.”

And the highest bidder 
wasn’t the president or the 
rioters, Clark said. It was the 
news media.

“The news media … is 
subject to a cycle of 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 
making sure that there is 
something on the television, 
on our screens, in our news-
papers that will keep us 
angry, afraid and on edge,” 
Clark said. “It took a while to 
recover from this hurt.”

What is needed and has 
been needed for a long time, 
she said, is reparative jour-
nalism: reporting that not 
only acknowledges the mis-
takes of the past, but actively 
repairs the gaps in coverage 
and treatment of underrep-
resented communities. She 
identified six key traits that 
journalism needs to strive 
for: It needs to be visionary, 
not reactionary; grounded 
in the history of the ignored; 
critically intentional, and 
comprehensive. It needs to 
find alternative funding and, 
what she said is usually the 
most controversial point, 
redistribute power.

In terms of the first two, 
Clark said journalists need 
to approach stories from a 
bottom-up mindset, inter-
viewing those most affected 
first. She said that, currently, 
the trend in news media is to 
interview people in charge, 
and then slowly, if at all, move 
down the ladder of power.

“How do you begin to see 
the world differently when 
you look from underneath?” 
Clark said.

Journalism also needs to 
move away from reacting and 
waiting for events to happen, 
Clark said, and move toward 
actively seeking stories. 

“We know that there is 
plenty of uncovered news 
and information that the 
world needs to know,” Clark 
said. “That’s why we cele-
brate unknown stories and 
unknown histories when 
they come to light.”

Though there has been 
more of a push in recent 
years for more diverse 
newsrooms, people in pow-
er have known about this 

problem for decades. In 1967, 
President Lyndon B. John-
son ordered a review of the 
dividing society in Ameri-
ca. This report, called the 
Kerner Commission, found 
that “Our Nation is moving 
toward two separate societ-
ies, one white and one Black, 
separate and unequal.”

Clark said that the re-
port also put much of the 
blame on the growing di-
vide on the news media, not 
because it was sensation-
alizing or fear-mongering, 
but because “the news me-
dia simply did not have the 
depth of understanding that 
it needed to communicate to 
different sectors of society, 
what it was like to live out-
side of privilege.”

Critically intentional and 
alternative funding

Black women, Clark said, 
are at the center of the push 
toward reparative news and 
being critically intentional 
in order to better represent 
every part of society.

She defined many key 
features of Black feminism. 
Black feminists have histor-
ically been a part of an op-
pressed group, from jour-
nalism schools not admitting 
Black women until the 1950s 
to Black women, current-
ly, having a disproportional 
amount of college loan debt.

“They were subjected to 
the same sort of oppression 
that white women experi-
enced with the added layer 
of racism. … Black women 
experience disparities in 
terms of health care, mater-
nal mortality, and even their 
opportunity to move in the 
ways that this country says 
we can be effective in terms 
of social mobility,” Clark said.

Another key point is that 
Black women are a diverse 
group with different beliefs, 
class, education and age. 

“I mentioned this to help 
us remember that when we 
see people from different 
backgrounds, who are held 
up as an exemplar of what 
the Black community is or 
does or what the LGBTQ 
community is or does, we 
have to remember that we 
are talking about a range of 
experiences — with some 
commonality,” Clark said.

Black feminists throughout 
history have found alterna-

tive ways of making progress, 
such as organizing child care 
during the civil rights move-
ment so that people could 
attend protests and, now, uti-
lizing hashtags on social me-
dia to spread information. 

And Clark said the jour-
nalism industry, like Black 
feminists, needs to find al-
ternative ways to progress, 
especially when it comes to 
funding. With print adver-
tising decreasing, local jour-
nalism shrinking and large 
corporations taking over 
small newspapers, she said, 
this is a large issue the in-
dustry is trying to address, 
and that she did not have the 
answer. 

Comprehensive work and 
redistributing power

In 2019, the Associated 
Press changed their style-
book to say that journalists 
could write that things were 
racist — something that was 
actively discouraged pre-
viously. It was a good first 
step toward reparative jour-
nalism, but more should be 
done, Clark said.

“It’s not enough to sim-
ply repair the surface issues. 
We must look beyond, into 
the wounds that have been 
leveraged against our re-
spective communities and 
find what needs to be ad-
dressed,” Clark said.

As well as being compre-
hensive, Clark said repar-
ative journalism requires a 
redistribution of power, not 
through violence, or even 
through one side losing, but 

simply by thinking about who 
is put at the center of stories. 

Clark said this is part 
of the hard work ahead, 
for journalists, executives, 
economists and readers. 

“Reparative journalism, 
like the struggles for freedom, 
for justice, for equality, is the 
work of generations,” Clark 
said. “It begins with us today. 
It continues long after we are 
gone, and I invite you to join 
us into this great work.”

As part of the Q-and-A ses-
sion, Matt Ewalt, vice presi-
dent and Emily and Richard 
Smucker Chair for Education, 
asked Clark to discuss the 
role of transparency in repar-
ative journalism.

In a study Clark conduct-
ed in 2018, she talked to 
people in communities who 
didn’t pay attention to the 
news media.

“They said one of the rea-
sons that they didn’t was 
because it was so artificial, 

that there was no trans-
parency about how stories 
came to be,” Clark said.

She said readers want to 
know how the article was 
created, and for the writer 
to acknowledge their own 
biases. 

Ewalt then asked what 
the ideal structure for jour-
nalism could be.

Clark said that the perfect 
structure isn’t known yet. 
She said that the industry, as 
it currently exists, supports 
many jobs and families — so 
upending it isn’t realistic.

“We cannot wait for one 
system to become obsolete 
in order to take up this chal-
lenge. Some of that work has 
to begin where we are right 
now, and so there are pushes 
that are happening from in-
side the house that help with 
that regard,” Clark said. “I will 
never say that I see a singular 
model or a singular form for 
reparative journalism.”
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Open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday thru Thursday,
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday & Saturday.

TO ADVERTISE CALL: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT FOR RENTFOR RENT NEXT SEASON

The Charles and Gail Gam-
ble Lecture Endowment and 
the William and Julia Clinger 
Lectureship provide funding 
for today’s 10:30 a.m. lecture 
with Christine Rosen.

The Charles and Gail Gam-
ble Lecture Endowment was 
established in 2013 by Gail 
and Charles “Chip” Gamble. 
The morning lecture is a pri-
ority in the Chautauqua pro-
gramming for the Gambles 
and something they try to do 
together each day. They agree 
that any subject can come 
alive with a quality speak-
er. When choosing a way to 
support the Institution and 
the Promise Campaign, a lec-
ture endowment was a logical 
choice, to help ensure engag-
ing speakers now and in the 
future. As for the remainder 
of the day, after the lecture, 
you’ll find Chip at the Chau-
tauqua Tennis Center. He 
currently serves on the Chau-
tauqua Foundation Board 
of Directors. Gail is a board 
member of the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club and both are 
supporters of the visual arts 
at Chautauqua. The Gambles 

began coming to Chautau-
qua in 2000 and thoroughly 
enjoy their “second life” life 
apart from their hometown of 
Dunedin, Florida, where they 
have lived since 1976. They 
have one daughter, Sarah, 
who is a practicing architect 
in Austin, Texas.

The William and Julia 
Clinger Lectureship fund 
was created in August 2007 
by current and former mem-
bers of the board of trustees 
of Chautauqua Institution 
and directors of Chautauqua 
Foundation to honor Wil-
liam F. Clinger Jr.’s service 
as chairman of the board 
of Chautauqua Institution. 
Bill was born in Warren, 
Pennsylvania. He attended 
the Hill School, received a 
bachelor of arts degree from 
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty in 1961 and a bachelor of 
laws degree from the Uni-
versity of Virginia in 1965. 
He served in the U.S. Navy 
as a lieutenant from 1951 to 
1955, and he worked for the 
New Process Company of 
Warren from 1955 to 1962. 
After being admitted to the 

Pennsylvania Bar in 1965, 
Clinger served in a private 
law practice in Warren and 
served as general counsel to 
the Federal Economic De-
velopment Administration. 
Bill was elected as a Republi-
can to the 96th and the eight 
succeeding Congresses (Jan. 
3, 1979 to Jan. 3, 1997). While 
in the House of Represen-
tatives, he was chairman 
of the United States House 
Committee on Government 
Reform and Oversight. He 
also served as a delegate to 
the Pennsylvania State Con-
stitutional Convention from 
1967 to 1968, and the Repub-
lican National Convention in 
1972. Bill served as a fellow 
at the Institute of Politics at 
the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard 
University (1997-1998) and as 
a senior fellow in the polit-
ical science department of 
The Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity beginning in 1997. He 
was honored in 2006 with 
the Woodrow Wilson Award 
from The Johns Hopkins 
University. The post office 
in Warren was named in his 

honor for his years of service 
in Congress and the Warren 
community. At Chautauqua, 
Bill worked at the Daily in his 
youth, served as commodore 
of the Yacht Club, a trustee 
from 1997 to 2007 and chair-
man of the board of trustees 
from 2001 to 2007. He also 
served on the Renewal Cam-
paign Cabinet and the Idea 
Campaign Cabinet as a vol-
unteer fundraiser. Bill was a 
third-generation Chautau-
quan and property owner. 

He passed away in May 
of this year. Judy, who died 
in 2016, was a graduate of 
the Masters School in Dobbs 
Ferry, New York, and an hon-
ors graduate of Connecticut 
College in New London, Con-
necticut. She was a member 
of the 1992 Class of the Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scien-
tific Circle, a former board 
member, and life member 
of the Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club and a life member of the 
Smith Memorial Library. 

Their four children and 
seven grandchildren have 
spent part of every summer 
of their lives at Chautauqua.

Gamble, Clinger funds provide for Rosen’s presentation

The Lois Raynow Department 
of Religion Fund and The Da-
vid and Joan Lincoln Family 
Fund for Applied Ethics, en-
dowments in the Chautauqua 
Foundation, provide funding 
for today’s Interfaith Lecture 
featuring Cherie Harder.

Lois J. Rommel Raynow 
is the widow of Douglas A. 
Raynow. They have three 
children: Douglas Raynow 
Jr., Joanne M. Schaus and Ju-
lie Raynow, and 11 grandchil-
dren. The Raynow children 
and grandchildren partic-
ipated in diverse activities 
at Chautauqua including 
Children’s School, Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club, classes and 
working at Chautauqua. Lois 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in education at the Universi-
ty of Akron and was an ele-
mentary teacher. Doug re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree at 
the University of Akron and 
a master’s degree at Georgia 
State University. He was an 
Army Captain and a licensed 

pilot. Lois has been coming 
to Chautauqua since 1974. 
She served as president of 
the Chautauqua Property 
Owners Association, a vol-
unteer for the Chautauqua 
Fund and as a member of 
Chautauqua’s planned giv-
ing committee. Previously, 
she served as a solicitor for 
the Idea Campaign, partici-
pated in Chautauqua’s Lon-
don Conference in 2005 and 
is a member of the Eleanor 
B. Daugherty Society. Lois 
is an ardent supporter of 
the opera, worship services, 
Amphitheater performanc-
es, tennis, the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra, eve-
ning programs, religion, lec-
tures and theater.

The David and Joan Lincoln 
Family Fund for Applied Eth-
ics was established through 
a gift of David Lincoln in 
2018 immediately prior to his 
death to allow the Institution 
to continue its programming 
in applied ethics. From 1997 

until their deaths, David and 
Joan Lincoln annually fund-
ed programs that sought to 
contribute to the understand-
ing of personal ethical issues 
through morning and after-
noon lectures, Special Stud-
ies classes, the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle 
and specifically designed pro-
grams. A goal of the program 

is that Chautauquans can 
encourage application of the 
knowledge gained during the 
week in their local communi-
ties, nationally and worldwide. 

The Lincoln family re-
mains engaged at Chau-
tauqua through Joan and 
David’s daughter Katie and 
their grandchildren Mor-
gan and Harper.

Raynow, Lincoln funds offer support for Harder’s interfaith lecture

FOR SALE 40 Hurst. Beautifully renovated 
first floor 3 bedroom/2 bath 
apartment. All amenities; pri-
vate W/D. Large deck. Parking. 
Full 2022 season. Call 917-
881-6064

40 Hurst. Renovated 1st floor 
1BD/1BR apartment with park-
ing and private patio. All ameni-
ties included. Full 2022 season. 
Call Lauren Cohen 917-881-
6064

Beautiful reconstructed third 
floor penthouse condo. 2BR/1 
bath, AC, W/D, large private 
porch with lake view. Minutes to 
AMP, hotel and main boat dock. 
359K call 412-877-1998 for a 
private showing.chqdaily.com

On Twitter: 
@chqdaily
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When carving the moun-
tain was being considered, 
Franklin said, builders 
wanted to invite people to 
visit the American West, or 
to go beyond the Mississip-
pi River and Chicago at a 
time when automobiles and 
the family road trip were 
newly accessible to the 
American public. 

Lewis and Clark and 
their companion Sacagawea 
were considered as faces 
to blast into the mountain-
side. Oglala Lakota Chief 
Red Cloud was also consid-
ered because of his willing-
ness to negotiate and share 
land. Susan B. Anthony, one 
of the pioneers of women’s 
suffrage, was also seriously 
considered, Franklin said. 

Instead, four presidents 
were selected.

“An interesting narrative 
emerged there,” he said. 

“Washington represented 
the founding of the nation, 
Jefferson the growth of the 
nation, Roosevelt the devel-
opment, and Lincoln for his 
preservation of the nation.” 

Franklin also expressed 
his disappointment in this 
choice: “Women and peo-
ple of color could have been 
carved into (that) mountain.”

Mount Rushmore’s 
sculptor, Gutzon Borglum, 
was originally asked to 
carve three “colossal” Con-
federate leaders into Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, just 
outside Atlanta. Borglum, 
Franklin said, “had some-
thing of a prickly person-
ality.” He did not get along 
with the Stone Mountain 
Memorial Commission or 
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy, Franklin said, so he 
was fired and eventually 
picked up to design Mount 
Rushmore — the project he 
is most remembered for.

A few miles from Mount 

Rushmore, however, sits an 
uncompleted monument, 
the Crazy Horse Memori-
al, depicting Oglala Lakota 
warrior and leader Crazy 
Horse pointing to his land.

“Sometimes local memo-
rials can be more inclusive 
and honest than national 
ones,” Franklin said.

Beyond inspiring oth-
ers to be better versions of 
themselves, moral leaders 
hold people accountable, 
Franklin said. He mentioned 
Ella Baker, the only wom-
an on the board of King’s 
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference. 

“She was the only person 
who could hold King ac-
countable,” Franklin said.

Baker would push back 
on some of King’s ideas. 
She felt students should 
have more autonomy than 
what King originally want-
ed, and after he agreed, 
they formed the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee, Franklin said. 
In Franklin’s book, he 

said he wrote about the im-
portance of institutions for 
students who did not have 
moral leaders. 

“Many kids are growing 
up in spaces with no reliable 
sources of authority — few 
caring adults or parents,” 
he said. “I watched, as pres-
ident of Morehouse College, 
young men who said, ‘I grew 
up in a place where nobody 
cared that I was good at 
physics. It wasn’t until I ar-
rived at Morehouse some-
body noticed and celebrat-
ed.’ Institutions matter.”

Now, with a decline in 
trust of religious institu-
tions and in the govern-
ment, Franklin said, the 
business sector is emerg-
ing. He said, especially with 
younger people, consumers 
want to purchase products 
that express their values. 

One business leader he 
mentioned was Larry Fink, 

CEO of BlackRock, who 
several years ago began 
sending annual letters to 
other CEOs saying busi-
nesses needed to step up if 
the government would not. 

Fink, according to Frank-
lin, wrote that businesses 
should care more about com-
munities, climate change and 
race relations. Over time, 
more shareholders have 
agreed, Franklin said.

Another example was 
John Lewis’ New York Times 
letter, published on the day 
of his funeral, writing to 
young people, “Together, 
you can redeem the soul of 
our nation.”

Franklin closed his lec-
ture asking if the U.S. can 
repair. There are trou-
bling signs, he conceded 
by showing a map from the 
Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter illustrating a rise in hate 
groups across the country. 

He sees signs of hope, 
however. 

“One large-scale national 
survey showed that 77% of 
Americans believe that our 
differences are not so great 
that we cannot come to-
gether,” he said. “Seems to 
me that’s a lot to build on.”

Within the survey, he 
said, people on the far left or 
right will not soon join any 
unifying discussions, but 
the 77% in the middle are al-
ready at the table.

Turning to Americans’ 
understanding of democ-
racy, he quoted W.E.B. Du 
Bois, the first Black man 
to earn a doctoral degree 
from Harvard University, 
in 1896, from Du Bois’ book 
The Souls of Black Folk. 

“This is a beautiful 
world,” Franklin read. “This 
is a beautiful America, 
which the founding fathers 
dreamed until their sons 
drowned it in the blood of 
slavery and devoured it in 
greed. Our children must 
rebuild it.”

FRANKLIN
FROM PAGE 2
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THURSDAY

JULY 15

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.)
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leaders: Eryl 
and Wayman Kubicka (Japanese 
Zen Buddhist Meditation).  
Donation. Marion Lawrance Room, 
2nd floor, Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “A Ruler 
is Not to Be Appointed unless the 
Company is First Consulted: Our 
Safety Comes in Our Solidarity and 
Our Redemption Will Come Through 
Our Democracy.” Rabbi Jonah Dov 
Pesner, director, Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism; senior 
vice president, Union for Reform 
Judaism. Amphitheater

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Amphitheater Kiosk

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Jewish Psychology.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House, Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Deb Roy, director, MIT Center 
for Constructive Communication; 
co-founder, chair, Cortico. 
Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 

W
WEDNESDAY

JULY 14

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.)
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leaders: 
Eryl and Wayman Kubicka 
(Japanese Zen Buddhist 
Meditation).  Donation. Marion 
Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 

For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Pray 
for the Peace of Jerusalem: Vision 
for a Land of Blessings and Shared 
Sanctity.” Rabbi Jonah Dov 
Pesner, director, Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism; senior 
vice president, Union for Reform 
Judaism. Amphitheater

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
“Weather Spotters and Scientists: 
Improving Our Understanding of 
Storms With Citizen Science.” 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) "Citizen Science, anti-
science, and creating community 
with science." Meghan Collins. 
Hurlbut Sanctuary and Zoom 
(chautauquascience.com)

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo ID 
and vaccination card or photo of 
vaccination card. Amphitheater Kiosk

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Historical 
Sketches.” Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House and 
Zoom (cocweb.org) 

9:30  Listening Session. For families of 

youth with special needs. Youth 
and Family Programs Advisory 
Council. Smith Wilkes Hall. 

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Christine Rosen, senior writer, 
Commentary. Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00  Flea Boutique. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Shoppers limited to 12 at a time 
in 15-minute increments. Behind 
Colonnade.  

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Fowler-Kellogg and Strohl 
Art Centers

12:00 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:00  Brown Bag. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) “Quaker 
Perspectives on Trust and 
Democracy.” Sara Niccoli, New 
York Yearly Meeting. Quaker 
House, 28 Ames and Zoom (email 
friend@quakerschq.org)

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Reading for Justice.” Cherie 
Harder, president, Trinity Forum. 
Amphitheater

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Language Hour. CWC House

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 

Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:30 Mah Jongg. Sports Club

3:30  Virtual Flower Arranging 
101. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Sarah von Pollaro, florist. Fee. 
Zoom. (Tickets available at 
chautauquawomensclub.org)

3:00 Post-Lecture Discussion. Timothy 
Melley, professor of English and 
Geoffrion Family Director of the 
Humanities Center, Miami University 
of Ohio. CHQ Assembly Virtual Porch 
(porch.chq.org)

4:00 THEATER Blood at the Root. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
Preferred tickets or reserve 
6-person lawn pods at tickets.chq.
org, or by visiting Ticket Office.) 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt

4:00 Purple Martin Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin. Rain or shine. Meet 
at the purple martin houses next 
to the Sports Club

4:30 (4:30–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Pick-up basketball. All ages. Boys' 
and Girls' Club Court

4:30 (4:30–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Sticker making. All ages. Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club Playground

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:00  CPOA Meet and Greet. 
Various locations. Email 
cpoarepresentative@gmail.com.  

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Facebook and Zoom 

6:30 School of Music String Chamber 
Recital. Email music@chq.org for 
access. Zoom. 

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 Continuing the Conversation. 
(Programmed by the NOW 
Generation.) Sharon Louden, 

Sydelle Sonkin and Herb Siegel 
Artistic Director, Chautauqua 
Visual Arts. Zoom (email 
advancement@chq.org)

8:15 SPECIAL. Ranky Tanky. 
Amphitheater

(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) DIY 
Ice Cream with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. Bestor Plaza

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Craig Sipe, author, Lovely 
Dregs. Carol Townsend, author, 
The Color of Shadows. For more 
information, visit chq.org/fcwc. Zoom

1:00 Virtual Contemporary Issues 
Forum. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Gretchen Morgenson, senior 
financial reporter, NBC News 
Investigations Unit; Pulitzer Prize 
winner. CHQ Assembly (assembly.
chq.org)

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports 
Club

1:00 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. Methodist House

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

1:30 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin. Rain or shine. Meet at the 
lake side (back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:00 Post-Lecture Discussion. Timothy 
Melley, Timothy Melley, professor of 
English and Geoffrion Family Director 
of the humanities Center, Miami 
University of Ohio. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION. 
Naomi Oreskes, author, Why 
Trust Science. CHQ Assembly 
(assembly.chq.org)

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

5:00 Worship Sharing. Quaker House

6:00 SCHOOL OF MUSIC. (Voice 
Program.) Hansel & Gretel. 
Marlena Malas, chair. (Admission 
included with Traditional Gate Pass 
but tickets must be reserved in 
advance. Reserve tickets for under 
the tent or 6-person lawn pods 
at tickets.chq.org.) Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. 
David Levy. Hultquist 101

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA WITH THE MUSIC 
SCHOOL FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA. 
Rossen Milanov, conductor. 
Amphitheater

• Dmitri Shostakovich: Festive 
Overture, op. 96

• Chevalier de St. George: Symphony 
No. 2

• Franz Joseph Haydn: Symphony No. 
31, “Horn Signal”
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