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In January 1996, less than 
30% of Americans trust-
ed the media to deal fairly 
with all sides of political is-
sues; less than 30% trusted 
the media to “get the facts 
straight,” according to the 
Annual Review of Political 
Science. That is what Lin-
da Chavez faced when she 
first spoke at Chautauqua 
Institution in 1996. 

She last visited the 
grounds to discuss media 
bias, an important topic in 
the 1990s with both the 1987 
abolishment of the Fairness 
Doctrine, which mandat-
ed broadcasters to present 
contrasting sides of con-
troversial issues, and the 
decade’s rapidly advancing 
usage of the internet. 

This summer, Chavez is 
slated to discuss her work 
with the initiative Republi-
cans for Voting Rights. 

At 10:45 a.m. today on the 
Amphitheater stage, with 
the discourse on the 2020 
election looming in Ameri-
ca’s recent history, Chavez 
— who is also chair of the 
Center for Equal Opportu-
nity — will once again bring 
a timely and relevant per-
spective to Chautauqua au-
diences in her lecture “How 
Do We Protect Democracy 
in a Divided America?” 

“She joined us in 1996 
and was an important voice 
inside that week on issues 
of media bias. To be able 
to have her join us again, in 
one of the most urgent and 
necessary conversations we 
can have as a community 
—  we’re honored,” said Matt 
Ewalt, vice president and 
Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education. “I think 
she’ll be a truly valuable 
voice inside the week.”  

Chavez is an advisory 
board member at Republi-
cans for Voting Rights, an 
initiative that protects the 
integrity and accessibili-
ty of America’s elections, 
seamlessly continuing Week 
Five’s theme, “The Vote and 
Democracy,” as the topic of 
voting rights sits at the cen-
terfold of American dialogue. 

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

As the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra reaches 
the middle of its season, 
it’s preparing an evening of 
Schumann and Tchaikovsky 
under the baton of CSO 
Music and Artistic Director 
Rossen Milanov.

The program set for 
8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater, with guest 
pianist Orli Shaham, fea-
tures Schumann’s Piano 
Concerto in A minor, op. 
54, and Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 6 in B mi-
nor, op. 74 — “Pathétique.”

Shaham takes her pia-
no bench in place of pre-
viously scheduled Martin 
Helmchen, whose tour 
plans changed two weeks 

ago. With a pianist of Sha-
ham’s caliber joining the 
CSO on such short notice, 
CSO Managing Director 
Kimberly Schuette said 
the Schumann concerto 
is in wonderful hands. It’s 

a piece that’s already part 
of Shaham’s repertoire, 
and highlighting her in 
a week at Chautauqua 
themed “The Vote and 
Democracy” is apt, in an 
unexpected way. 

Shaham immigrated to 
the United States from Is-
rael when she was 7 years 
old; in a 2020 interview 
with Lily O’Brien of San 
Francisco Classical Voice, 
she noted that while she 
didn’t feel she had a “typ-
ical immigrant experi-
ence,” a key tenet of her 
new country was partic-
ularly interesting for her.

“The American Con-
stitution was a whole new 
thing for me, and I was 
fascinated by it and by 
constitutional law,” she 

told O’Brien in advance of 
a concert with the Marin 
Symphony in March 2020 
that was ultimately can-
celed in the early days 
of the pandemic. The 
piece she was set to play? 
Schumann’s Piano Concer-
to in A minor — the same 
she is set to play tonight.

The Chautauqua dove-
tails don’t end there; Sha-
ham is co-host and cre-
ative for NPR’s “From the 
Top,” a nationally broad-
cast program that show-
cases the talents of teen-
age musicians — the same 
“From the Top” that has 
featured live show tap-
ings from the Amp stage 
in years past. 
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Diana Aviv grew up in a 
predominantly white part 
of Africa that experienced 
the apartheid regime, chil-
dren taken from their fam-
ilies, and systemic racism. 

Now, as the former CEO 
of Feeding America, the 
Partnership for America 
Democracy, and Indepen-
dent Sector, Aviv has a 
broad lens of why exact-
ly America needs a ful-
ly-functioning democracy.

Aviv will give her lec-

ture, titled “What Our De-
mocracy Today Requires 
of its Citizens: An Inqui-
ry into the Role of Every-
day Citizens in Building 
the Next Democracy” at 2 
p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy for Week Five 
of the Interfaith Lecture 
Series, themed “The Ethi-
cal Foundations of a Fully 
Functioning Democracy.”

“What we really need is a 
massive effort from people 
of goodwill across the Unit-
ed States to come together 
and make sure that we have 

a functioning, effective and 
strong democracy,” Aviv said. 
“If we fail to do it, the conse-
quences are quite dire.”

Aviv emphasized that 
this is not an issue to toss 
aside, and said that tend-
ing to democracy is the 
most important thing 
all citizens have to face, 
because “our system is 
breaking; it’s failing.”

She wants people to rec-
ognize the severity of the 
downfall of democracy, and 
that it won’t resolve itself. 

“What’s at stake is the 

whole future of American 
society,”  said Aviv, who  
also previously served on 
the  White House Council 
for Community Solutions

She wants her audience 
to go home and figure out 
ways to get involved in 
changes to protect Amer-
ican democracy.

Thoughout her career, 
Aviv has worked with do-
mestic violence issues, the 
anti-apartheid movement 
and with people facing the 
dealth penalty.
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Integrity, 
accessibility: 
Chavez to 
speak on 
voting rights 
in America

Aviv to propose ‘massive effort of goodwill’ for change in democracy

See CHAVEZ, Page 4See AVIV, Page 4

Movements of complexity

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra Music and Artistic Director Rossen Milanov leads the CSO and the Music School Festival Orchestra in their 
joint performance of Mahler’s First Symphony last Thursday in the Amphitheater. 

CHAVEZ

AVIV

SHAHAM

Guest pianist Shaham joins CSO, Milanov  
for Schumann concerto, prior to Tchaikovsky’s ‘Pathétique’

See CSO, Page 4

‘TALKING BIRDS & 
GOLDEN FISH’
Gonzalez returns to Family 
Entertainment Series with signature 
brand of storytelling.
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TRANSFORMING 
GARDENS
For BTG, landscape architect 
Clinton to remind gardeners to ‘look 
and look again’ for inspiration.
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‘DON’T JUST WAIT’
Stand hopeful, ready to be 
intercepted by God’s love, Jordan-
Simpson preaches — but participate 
with God in miracle working.
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‘CAN WE KEEP IT?’
Campaign Legal Center’s Potter 
returns to open week on ‘The Vote 
and Democracy’ by again evoking 
Franklin’s words.
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The title for Nicole Cool-
ey’s Poetry Brown Bag lec-
ture really says it all: “Why I 
Don’t Believe in Inspiration: 
And Why I Study Trash, Love 
Miniature Chairs and Collect 
Other People’s Postcards.”

“In many ways, I don’t 
believe in inspiration,” said 
Cooley, a poet, writer and 
the Week Five poet-in-res-

idence at the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center. “I don’t get 
inspired and sit down and 
write a poem. That’s hap-
pened to me maybe twice.”

What Cooley does be-
lieve, however, is that the 
physical objects one might 
find on their desk — per-
haps a postcard or maybe a 
photograph of an old friend 
— can be a source for writ-
ers to come up with poetry 
of their own.

“For me, turning to the 
outside world has always 
been what awakens my own 
poetic sensibility,” she said. 
“I’m really interested in 
the material world outside 
myself. I’m not someone 
who has strong emotions 
and sits down and writes 
a poem. I’m someone who 
is like, ‘OK, we have this 
miniature sofa I’m going 
to start writing about, and 
then I’m going to see how 
my grief about my mother’s 
death comes in.’ ”

At 12:15 p.m. today on 
the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall, 
Cooley will give her Chau-
tauqua Literary Arts Brown 
Bag lecture.

“I’m obsessed with ob-
sessions,” she said. “I really 
believe that your obsessions 
remain the same. If I told 
everyone in my class, ‘Go 
write a poem on this picture 
frame,’ I can guarantee you 
that everyone’s poem about 
the picture frame would be 
different, and grounded in 
their own obsessions.”

Cooley said during her 
time as a student in the 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop she 
tried to be the type of per-
son who would sit down and 
write a “capital P poem.”

“Writing is a place where 
I allow myself to be messy,” 
she said. “I try to take ev-
erything in and be influ-
enced by whatever. I find 
that that’s a really produc-
tive way to work for me. As 
one of my writing teachers 
in grad school said to me, 
‘If you have writer’s block, 
lower your standards.’ ”

Allowing oneself to 

write, to potentially fail or 
succeed, is hugely import-
ant, Cooley said.

“Permission-giving is 
essential,” she said. “Per-
mission to write something 
bad; permission to write 
something bad that may 
turn into something good; 
permission to write some-
thing you may never publish 
because it horrifies you. I 
think the more we can link 
writing with freedom and 
liberation, the happier we 
will honestly be.”

Cooley wonders, if every 
time a person wrote some-
thing it was like opening a 
vein, why would any person 
do it.

“You can write about 
really difficult things, but 
there’s a way to make the 
writing process not tor-
tuous,” she said. “There’s a 
way to make writing always 
have a sense of discovery.”
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The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is in-
tended to provide space for announcements from Insti-
tution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is 
featured that day in a story, it should not be repeated in 
Briefly. Submit information to Hal Stein in the Daily’s 
editorial office. Please provide name of organization, 
time and place of meeting and one contact person’s 
name with phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days 
before publication.

Heritage Lecture Series with Steve Tulowiecki
At 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Christ, SUNY Geneseo 
Assistant Professor of Geography Steve Tulowiecki 
will discuss “The Path through Oak Openings: Map-
ping past Indigenous settlement and its relation to for-
est conditions in Eastern North America” as part of the 
Oliver Archives Center’s Heritage Lecture Series. Tu-
lowiecki is a GIScientist and biogeographer who stud-
ies forested ecosystems, with a focus on forests prior 
to European settlement in the Northeastern United 
States. His research examines the factors that shaped 
past geographic distributions of tree species, as well 
as methodological issues surrounding this area of in-
quiry. His dissertation explored the impacts of Native 
American settlement upon tree species composition in 
Chautauqua County, New York, circa 1800.

Informal Critiques
After the Tuesday Poetry Brown Bag at the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall, writers are welcome to 
bring one page of their writing to receive feedback 
from the group. The feedback sessions will be in the 
Poetry Room on the second floor of Alumni Hall. A 
published writer will guide the session. Bring 10 copies 
of the writing sample to share.

Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem Project
At 5 p.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy, selected 
Chautauquans will be given the chance to read their fa-
vorite published poem and briefly explain why it is their 
favorite. This event, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center, is modeled on the initiative 
introduced to Chautauqua by the former U.S Poet Lau-
reate Robert Pinsky. This will be a live, in-person event 
but will also be streamed on Zoom.

Properties for Sale Open House
Looking to buy? Stop by the Visitors Center (in the 
Post Office Building) to pick up the list of properties 
for sale that are hosting an open house today.

Tennis Center Dawn Patrol
Tennis players at all levels are invited to join a Dou-
bles Round Robin from 7 to 9 a.m. each weekday at the 
Chautauqua Tennis Center. Both men and women are 
welcome. No reservations are needed — just show up.

Chautauqua Women’s Softball League news
Chautauqua Softball League invites you to watch the 
Belles play the Grilled Cheeselers at 5 p.m. today at 
Sharpe Field. If you are interested in playing in the 
game, please come down. Extra mitts are available. 
Contact carriezachry@gmail.com for more information.

Miami University of Ohio Reunion
A Miami University of Ohio Chautauqua Alumni re-
union will be from 5:30 to 7 p.m. today on the Athenae-
um Hotel porch. No reservation necessary.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Duplicate Bridge will be played from 12:45 to 4 p.m. to-
day at the CWC House.

AAHH Speaker Reception
The African American Heritage House welcomes our 
esteemed guest, the Rev. Frank A. Thomas, director of 
the Academy of Preaching and Celebration at Christian 
Theological Seminary, at 3:30 p.m. today at the AAHH, 
located at 40 Scott, to recognize Thomas’ participation 
in our organization.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
At 4:15 p.m. today starting at the entrance to Smith 
Wilkes Hall, join horticulturist Joe McMaster for a Gar-
den Walk & Talk.
 
Music Student Recital
At 3:15 p.m. today at the Everett Jewish Life Center in 
Chautauqua, School of Music Instrumental Students 
who are recipients of Hebrew Congregation scholar-
ships give a recital. Masks are required for this event.
 
School of Music news
At 4 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, Mackenzie 
Melemed gives a Piano Guest Alumni Recital. Masks 
are required for this event.
 
Quaker House Brown Bag
At 12:30 p.m. today at the Quaker House at 28 Ames, 
David Wakeley, Friend of the Week (Chaplain), will lead 
a Faith & Play story titled “Listening for God.” As part 
of his work in hospital chaplaincy, Wakeley is exploring 
how to use story to create sacred space for children to 
make meaning of and to give voice to the existential 
questions they face while in distress.
 
Special Miami University of Ohio program
Kevin Reuning and Anne Whitesell, both assistant pro-
fessors of political science at Miami University of Ohio, 
will present a special program at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday 
in Smith Wilkes Hall titled, “Movements Beyond the 
Front Page,” focusing on the behind-the-scenes as-
pects of social movements and the tensions that often 
exist between movement leaders, grassroots activists, 
and those directly affected by policy change.

Permission-giving is 
essential. Permission to 
write something bad; 
permission to write 
something bad that may 
turn into something 
good; permission to 
write something you may 
never publish because 
it horrifies you. I think 
the more we can link 
writing with freedom and 
liberation, the happier we 
will honestly be.”

—NICOLE COOLEY 
Poet-in-residence, 

Chautauqua Writers’ Center

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquans participate in a Northern California Red Wine Masterclass last Thursday in the conference room of the Turner Community 
Center. The class was taught by Samuel Whitmore, owner of Bag & String Wine Merchants in Lakewood, New York.

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Wines are lined up for tasting during the class.

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Drew Harris swirls wine during the class, offered through Special 
Studies.
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

ELLEN E. MINTZER
STAFF WRITER

Multidisciplinary artist and 
storyteller David Gonzalez 
is a former class clown who 
has found his way back to 
his silly roots. 

“As a musician, I’m a lit-
tle more introspective, and 
as a storyteller, I’m an ex-
trovert,” Gonzalez said. “It’s 
kind of, perhaps, an unusu-
al profile, but that’s just the 
way it is. Onstage as a per-
former, I’m a goof.”

Gonzalez will channel 
that goofy spirit for his re-
turn to Chautauqua’s Fami-
ly Entertainment Series. He 
will bring his one-man show, 
“Talking Birds and Golden 
Fish,” a collection of folk-
tales from around the world, 
to life at 5 and 7 p.m. today in 
Smith Wilkes Hall.

In the early days of his ca-
reer, Gonzalez worked as a 
music therapist. He used the 
power of music and creativity 
to work with people in various 
states of crisis, from pediatric 
hospice patients to adults in 
psychiatric care. He consid-
ers himself a social artist.

“That’s really the wind be-
neath my wings: that face-to-
face, hand-to-hand commu-
nity service,” Gonzalez said.

While working in mu-
sic therapy, Gonzalez dis-
covered the work of Joseph 
Campbell, a scholar, writer 
and teacher of comparative 
mythology. Campbell’s book, 

The Hero with a Thousand 
Faces, theorized the arche-
typal hero’s journey, a prev-
alent cross-cultural mytho-
logical theme. Gonzalez was 
inspired by Campbell’s work 
and began incorporating sto-
rytelling into his music thera-
py practice.

As he dove into the rich 
canon of world mythologies, 
Gonzalez, who is of Cuban 
and Puerto Rican descent, 
explored his cultural roots. 
One of his previous shows 
at Chautauqua was called 
“Cuento: Tales from the Lat-
inx World.”

“Talking Birds and Golden 
Fish” draws on a globe-trot-
ting array of folktales, includ-
ing the Persian story “The 
Raven and the Pigeon” and 
the Dominican tale “Margari-
ta and the Golden Fish.” Gon-
zalez said that these stories 
reflect universal values such 
as cooperation and staying 
true to one’s self.

“These are stories which I 
love, and I join them together 
because they’re thematically 
related,” Gonzalez said. “Right 
now in my life, I’m working 
on a few projects which cel-
ebrate the natural world. I’m 
doing what I can to bring at-
tention and care to ecological 
themes of our time, which are 
vital and critical.”

“Talking Birds and Gold-
en Fish” features casual and 
simple staging. Gonzalez 
will be onstage with a head-
set microphone, using all of 
the tools at his disposal to 
weave his tales.

“I’m very physical, and my 
little tagline is just funky, 
fun, physical storytelling,” 
Gonzalez said. “I call this the 
poor theater of one, where 
my voice is the orchestra, 
my words are the libretto, 
my body is the dance en-
semble, and the goal is to 
conjure a world.” 

Gonzalez returns to FES with signature, goofy brand of storytelling

I’m very physical, and my little tagline is just funky, 
fun, physical storytelling. I call this the poor theater 
of one, where my voice is the orchestra, my words are 
the libretto, my body is the dance ensemble, and the 
goal is to conjure a world.” 

—DAVID GONZALEZ
Musician, storyteller, multidisciplinary artist

CAM BUKER/ DAILY FILE PHOTO
David Gonzalez, a professional storyteller and poet, performs a sing-along during the Family Entertain-
ment Series on Aug. 8, 2017, in Smith Wilkes Hall.

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Groupers at Girls’ Club play “Nuke ‘em” last Tuesday on the volleyball court just outside of the Youth Activities Center.
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“It’s a larger issue at the very 
heart of conversation and 
discourse in this country 
from over the, certainly over 
the past year, in terms of the 
overall state of voting rights 
and questions about what 
kind of reforms are neces-
sary,” Ewalt said. 

Chavez has served in a myr-
iad of appointed government 
positions, including being the 
1985 White House director of 
public liaison, earning her the 
title of highest-ranking wom-
an to serve in Ronald Reagan’s 
White House. She also served 
as staff director of the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, 
and in 1986 was the Repub-
lican nominee for senator of 
Maryland. 

Nominated in 2001 by Pres-
ident George W. Bush for the 
position of Secretary of Labor, 
she became the first Latina to 
receive a nomination to the 
U.S. Cabinet, and has been in-
volved in the education of mi-
grants, serving as chairperson 
on the National Commission 
on Migrant Education. She was 
also elected to serve as a U.S. 
Expert to the U.N. Sub-comis-
sion on the Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection for 
Minorities.

With the experience and 
knowledge from these po-

sitions, Chavez will work to 
provide Chautauquans with a 
nuanced look at the state of 
American voting rights. 

“Hers is a voice, early in the 
week, that will help challenge 
some of our assumptions, and 
begin to think about voting 
rights in a way that begins to 
look at … ways to work togeth-
er on reform at a time in which 
voting rights are seemingly so 
polarized for us,” Ewalt said. 
“She’s likely to make the case 
in which we find ways to ac-
tually work together toward 
some very clear goals for the 
sake of democracy.”

When her father was 11, he 
and his family fled from Po-
land to South Africa to es-
cape anti-Semitism before 
World War II broke out, 
but the cruelties were still 
there, just targeted at a dif-
ferent demographic.

“As a child growing up in 
South Africa, I saw the hor-
rors of a system that treat-
ed some people, just on the 
basis of their skin color, in 
a completely different way 
than others,” Aviv said.

Witnessing this explicit 
racism, Aviv said she often 
had privileges or opportu-
nities that someone who 
was the same as her, with 
a different skin color, was 
barred from having.

“I just thought it was 
wrong. I thought it was de-
spicable for them. It’s not 
fair to them,” Aviv said. “It 
meant that whatever I got 
was because of the skin 
color — not because of my 
expertise or knowledge or 
talent or anything I did — 
because I was protected.”

When she was a child in 

South Africa, her family’s 
housekeeper had a 2-year-
old daughter. Aviv said the 
law at the time dictated 
that if anyone had children 
in the towns they worked 
in, the children had to be 
sent to the homelands, 
which were separate areas 
the South African govern-
ment created to carry out 
the forced removal of Black 
citizens from urban areas. 
The housekeeper’s daugh-
ter was taken from her 
mother and placed in the 
designated homeland. 

“That child, up until age 2, 
was with us every day in the 
house, and suddenly their 
child wasn’t there anymore,” 
Aviv said. “I couldn’t even be-
gin to imagine a society that 
rips a child from the mother, 
and then strips their child of 
any right to come back into 
the society because they’ve 
now been sent to one of 
these crazy homelands.”

Seeing this, and being 
a part of a youth organi-
zation, helped Aviv devel-
op her passion for social 
justice, where she said 
she could work with other 
youth leaders to better un-
derstand these wrongdo-
ings and how to fix them.

“What I learned was that 
when people could have a 
hatred for another, (they 
could) try and destroy 
them in their totality,” Aviv 
said. “That’s why the apart-

heid regime so resonated, 
because it had happened to 
my own people, or my fa-
ther and his family.”

Aviv said knowing all of 
this history made her wary 
of governmental systems 
because of the “hierarchy 
of whiteness” and how it 
undermines the efforts to 
make sure these social in-
justices don’t happen again.

“Always, my life has been 
about making love fairer for 
others and creating more 
opportunity, so that every-
body has a fair chance in 
life,” she said.
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Weddings at Chautauqua 
A perfect setting for a  
beautiful wedding is the 
Athenaeum Hotel  
at Chautauqua Institution.

For more information, call our 
Wedding and Events Specialist 
directly at 716.357.6389 or  
email weddings@chq.org

•  Full wedding  
venue services

•  Event  
consultation

•  Group  
room rates

•  Elegant cuisine

Photo: Rob Sigler
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Hers is a voice, early in 
the week, that will help 
challenge some of our 
assumptions, and begin to 
think about voting rights in 
a way that begins to look at 
… ways to work together on 
reform at a time in which 
voting rights are seemingly 
so polarized for us.”

—MATT EWALT
Vice President, 

Emily and Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education

What I learned was that 
when people could have 
a hatred for another, 
(they could) try and 
destroy them in their 
totality. That’s why the 
apartheid regime so 
resonated, because it 
had happened to my own 
people, or my father and 
his family.”

—DIANA AVIV
Senior Adviser, 

Partnership for American 
Democracy

A Steinway Artist since 
2003, Shaham is on the fac-
ulty of The Juilliard School, 
and this year on the juries 
of both the Cliburn and 
Honens International Piano 
Competitions. 

For 14 seasons, she has 
served as artistic director 
for the Pacific Symphony’s 
chamber music series, and 
has performed with or-

chestras across the United 
States and international-
ly, including with the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, Or-
chestre National de France, 
the Sydney Symphony Or-
chestra, and the Israel Phil-
harmonic Orchestra in her 
native country.

Shaham is also artistic 
director of a concert series 
she founded in 2010, called 
Orli Shaham’s Bach Yard 
(previously titled Baby Got 
Bach), which provides chil-

dren with hands-on activi-
ties and instruments while 
teaching music concepts 
amid performances.

The educational audi-
ence tonight will be more 
multi-generational, as after 
the concert Milanov leads 
an installment of the CSO’s 
post-performance Q-and-A 
program “Into the Music.”

“I love seeing how Chau-
tauquans want to engage 
with the music and the 
performers,” Schuette said. 
“We’ve had such thoughtful 
and interesting questions 
from audience members at 
each of our ‘Into the Music’ 
sessions so far this sum-
mer. It’s a great opportu-
nity to ask the conductor a 
question and find out what 
goes on behind the scenes 

in preparing for a concert.”
Before that, howev-

er, Milanov and the CSO 
will present Tchaikovsky’s 
“Pathétique” — his Sym-
phony No. 6 in B minor, 
op. 74. His sixth symphony 
was his last symphony. He 

died just nine days after 
its premiere in 1893 under 
mysterious circumstances, 
and Schuette said knowing 
that makes the work all the 
more striking.

“One of my favorite sym-
phonic moments is the sec-

ond movement, an off-kil-
ter waltz in 5/4 time,” she 
said. “Knowing how close 
he was to his own end, 
and the personal turmoil 
he was going through, the 
charming melody is also 
just quite heartbreaking.”

CSO
FROM PAGE 1

One of my favorite symphonic moments is the second movement (of 
‘Pathétique’), an off-kilter waltz in 5/4 time. Knowing how close (Tchaikovsky) 
was to his own end, and the personal turmoil he was going through, the charming 
melody is also just quite heartbreaking.”

—KIMBERLY SCHUETTE
Managing Director, 

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra

W H E R E  T H E  C O N V E R S AT I O N S  C O N T I N U E

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
From left, Margaret Minor, Matthew Minor Evans, Shelly Pierson Evans, Howard Minor and KeeKee Minor enoy the cool 
evening weather on the porch of the Minor Cottage on Wythe Monday.
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Piano and Orchestra  
Concerto in A Minor,  
op. 54
Robert Schumann

 
The great Romantic-era 
German composer and crit-
ic Robert Schumann was 
born in Zwickau, Germany, 
June 8, 1810, and died in En-
denich, near Bonn, Germa-
ny, July 29, 1856. Much of his 
career was devoted to music 
for the piano, and he made 
several attempts at compos-
ing a concerto for piano and 
orchestra. He completed only 
one, however, which is now 
acknowledged as one of the 
greats of the repertoire. Its 
first performance was a pri-
vate performance that oc-
curred on Dec. 4, 1845, with 
his wife Clara as soloist and 
Ferdinand Hiller conduct-
ing the Dresden Orchestra. 
It was never performed in 
public during the compos-
er’s lifetime. It is scored for 
two flutes, two oboes, two 
clarinets, two bassoons, two 
horns, two trumpets, timpa-
ni and strings.

As gifted a pianist as he 
may have been, Schumann 
composed only one concer-
to for his own instrument. 
Approaching the genre with 
great caution, the work be-
gan its life in 1840 as one 
movement called Fantasy 
for Piano and Orchestra. 
When publishers refused to 
accept the piece as it was, 
Schumann added a second 
and third movement, using 
the Fantasy as the work’s 
first movement. Complet-
ed in 1845, the expanded 
piece Piano and Orchestra 
Concerto in A Minor — now 
a bona fide concerto — en-
tered into the concert world 
and remains one of the fin-
est, and most beloved, con-
certos in the repertoire.

With the possible ex-
ception of Chopin, all 
composers of Schumann’s 
generation who wished to 
write piano concertos felt 
stymied by the shadow of 
Beethoven’s five concer-
tos. Schumann was not 
ashamed to admit his rev-
erence of Beethoven, but 
he often would attempt to 
conceal his references, as 
in the case of the Fantasie 
in C Major, op. 17. The Piano 
Concerto, however, makes 
no effort to hide its debts. 
An obvious example is the 
link that Schumann forged 
between the second and 

third movements, a ges-
ture that he borrowed from 
Beethoven’s Fifth Concerto 
(“The Emperor”). But the 
differences of mood and 
expression in each work 
are more telling than their 
similarities. Where Bee-
thoven is heaven storming, 
Schumann, by contrast, is 
withdrawn. Beethoven’s 
noble melancholy becomes 
Schumann’s reverie.

A unique feature of 
Schumann’s Piano Concer-
to is the way in which the 
opening theme of his Al-
legro affettuoso generates 
new ones throughout the 
entire piece. Another fea-
ture of the work is the sub-
tle dialogue between the 
solo piano and the orches-
tra’s woodwinds, especially 
the clarinet and oboe. This 
dialogic nature gives the 
piece the feeling of chamber 
music writ large. Another 
chamber music-like touch 
lies in the extremely sophis-
ticated metrical notations of 
the last movement, in which 
passages are produced that 
fight against the natural em-
phasis of the printed meter. 
These passages, even today 
when musicians are com-
monly expected to execute 
music of far greater rhyth-
mic complexity, are difficult 
to perform.

Symphony No. 6 in  
B Minor, op. 74 
(“Pathétique”)
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
was born on May 7, 1840, in 
Votkinsk, Russia, and died 
on Nov. 6, 1893, in Saint 
Petersburg, Russia. He re-
mains one of the most pop-
ular composers of all time, 
beloved especially for his 
symphonies, ballets and 
concertos. His Symphony 
No. 6 was composed between 
February and August 1893, 
the final year of his life, and 
received its first perfor-
mance in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia on Oct. 28 of that 
year. It is scored for piccolo, 
three flutes (third doubling 
piccolo), two oboes, two 
clarinets, two bassoons, four 
horns, two trumpets, three 
trombones, tuba, timpani, 
percussion and strings.

The composer’s broth-
er, Modest, suggested that 
Tchaikovsky’s final sym-
phony be labeled “Trag-
ic,” but this name was re-

jected, and the composer 
agreed to its popular title of 
“Pathétique.” Consideration 
of title aside, the Sympho-
ny No. 6 is the crowning 
achievement of one of the 
most effective symphon-
ists who ever lived. The cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the composer’s death — was 
it suicide prompted by the 
revelation of his homosex-
ual liaison, or did he die of 
poisoning from drinking a 
glass of unboiled water? — 
only add to the mystique 
surrounding this, the most 
unorthodox of all his sym-
phonies. Scholars still dis-
agree as to the truth of 
the matter, but when asked 
if the “Pathétique” had a 
program, Tchaikovsky re-
sponded only by confessing 
that it “is saturated with 
subjective feeling” and that 
“in my mind I shed many 
tears (in composing it).” 
Nothing conclusive here.

For those who turn to 
biographical events to ex-
plain how a certain piece of 
music came into existence 
and to gain understanding 
of the nature of that piece 
ought to bear in mind that 
Tchaikovsky penned one of 
his most cheerful scores, 
The Nutcracker ballet, 
at the same time he was 
working on the Symphony 
No. 6, his most fatalistic 
composition. Donald Fran-

cis Tovey has said of the 
“Pathétique” Symphony: “All 
Tchaikovsky’s music is dra-
matic; and the ‘Pathétique’ 
Symphony is the most 
dramatic of all his works. 
Little or nothing is to be 
gained by investigating it 
from a biographical point 
of view…” With this in mind, 
one must turn to the work 
itself to learn what makes 
it such a special part of the 
orchestral repertoire.

There can be no dis-
agreement as to this sym-
phony’s inherent dramatic 
qualities, which are most 
abundantly apparent in its 
outer movements. Only 
a composer confident in 
his abilities as a dramatist 
would dare to end a sym-
phony with the desperate 
Adagio lamentoso, with 
pulsating cellos and bass-
es fading to pppp, an ex-
traordinary fading away to 
the softest dynamic level 
possible. A primary factor 
that endears Tchaikovsky’s 

music to so many listeners 
is a wealth of tuneful mel-
odies. What can rival the 
beauty and lyricism of the 
famous second theme of 
the first movement, or the 
felicitous tune of the 5/4 
meter Allegro con grazia 
second movement? An-
other salient feature of 
Tchaikovsky’s style is its 
mastery of orchestration. 
Here too, the “Pathétique” 
Symphony will not be 
found wanting. Among the 
most ingenious moments 
may be found in the so-
norities that he invokes at 
the end of the first move-
ment (pizzicato strings 
in descending scales as a 
background to the singing 
winds and brass), the bril-
liant opulence of the Alle-
gro molto vivace scherzo, 
and the dark and brooding 
tension of the finale. The 
descending scale, in fact, is 
a feature that may be found 
toward the end of each of 
the symphony’s four move-

ments, a feature that unites 
its disparate parts.

The sum of the parts, 
however, add up to some-
thing less than the whole of 
this masterpiece of orches-
tral music. Its drama speaks 
eloquently for itself, and the 
impression that it makes 
defies analytical explana-
tion. One must, in the final 
analysis, sense the spirit of 
the “Pathétique” Symphony 
as the work of profound ex-
pression that it is.

David B. Levy is Profes-
sor Emeritus of Music at 
Wake Forest University. He 
holds a doctorate in musi-
cology from the University 
of Rochester and remains 
actively involved in schol-
arly pursuits. His primary 
focus has been on the music 
of Ludwig van Beethoven, 
about which he has pub-
lished numerous articles 
and a book, Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, published 
by Yale University Press.

SYMPHONY NOTES
BY DAVID B. LEV Y

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures? Join 
the CHQ Assembly to 
keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua. 
Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG



Baptist House
Stop by the Baptist House 
during the social hour at 3:15 
p.m. today for food, fellowship 
and no program (we promise).

 
Blessing and  
Healing Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 to 
10:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Randell Chapel of the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters located on Odland Plaza. 
All are welcome.
 
Chautauqua Catholic  
Community
Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. 

All are invited to attend 
the 3:15 p.m. social hour today 
at the Catholic House.

 
Chabad Jewish House
A community Shabbat dinner 
sponsored by the Cohen fam-
ily in memory of George Haas 
will be held at 6:45 p.m. Friday 
at the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. There is no fee, but 
reservations are required by 
emailing rabbi@cocweb.org or 
calling 917-364-1013.

To order Kosher food 
for purchase, visit www.
cocweb.org.

 
Chautauqua Dialogues
Chautauqua Dialogues 
provides an opportunity 
for Chautauquans to have 
meaningful engagement 
and conversation within 
the context of the Chautau-
qua weekly theme in an in-
formal and small group set-
ting that is led by a trained 
facilitator. Fourteen ses-
sions will be offered every 
week this season hosted by 
denominational houses, the 
African American Heritage 
House, Hurlbut Church and 
the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club. The schedule will ap-
pear in the Daily Wednes-
day through Saturday. 
Chautauqua Dialogues is 
led by Roger Doebke and 
Lynn Stahl.

 
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 

communal gathering which 
takes place from 8:55 to 9 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove. The all-faith prayer is 
led by a different denomina-
tion each week, and prayer 
handouts are distributed dai-
ly. All are welcome.

 
Christian Science House
The social hour is at 3:15 p.m. 
today on the porch.

The evening testimo-
ny meeting will be 7 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Christian 
Science Chapel on Center. 
Reading of selections from 
the Bible and the Christian 
Science textbook Science 
and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures is followed by 
testimonials of how the 
study of Christian Science 
has helped people in their 
everyday lives.

The Reading Room is 
open to everyone 24/7 for 
reflection and prayer. Start-
ing Monday, the Bible lesson, 
“Love,” may be read along-
side current and archived 
copies of Christian Science 
periodicals, including The 
Christian Science Monitor, 
and other digital church-
based resources.

 
Disciples of Christ
Alan Seale, a long-time 
Chautauquan and interna-
tional speaker and author, 
speaks on “From What Was 
to What Will Be,” at the 3:15 
p.m. social hour today at 
the Disciples Headquar-
ters House. He will explore 
navigating uncertain times 
and finding one’s way from 
“what was” to “what will 
be.” Seale is the founder of 
the Center for Transfor-
mational Presence in New-
buryport, Massachusetts.

 
ECOC
The Ecumenical Community 
of Chautauqua invites you to 
enjoy lemonade and home-
made cookies at 3:15 p.m. 
today in front of our histor-
ic buildings, immediately to 
the left of the Amphitheater 
stage. While mingling with 
our staff and guests, you can 
learn about our mission of 
providing affordable hous-
ing in Chautauqua for peo-
ple of all faiths.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrated 
at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
chapel.

 
Episcopal Cottage
The Rev. Michael Way will 
lead a brief Bible study at 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday on the 
porch of the cottage. All are 
welcome.

 
Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
The Honorable Irwin Cot-
ler, founder and interna-
tional chair of the Raoul 
Wallenberg Centre for 
Human Rights, discuss-
es “Antisemitism: Assault 
on Human Rights and our 
Common Humanity” from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Brown Bag today in the Ev-
erett Jewish Life Center in 
Chautauqua.

The Jewish Film Se-
ries will screen a repeat 
of “Ma’Aborot: The Israeli 
Transit Camps” at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the EJLCC.

 
Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

 
Hebrew Congregation
Music School students who 
are recipients of the Hebrew 
Congregation Scholarships 
present a recital at 3:15 p.m. 
today on the porch of the 
Everett Jewish Life Center in 
Chautauqua.

 
Hurlbut Church  
Meal Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone’s invited. The 
church serves lunch from 

11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days. All lunches are served 
with a beverage and a fresh-
ly-baked cookie for $10. Meals 
are eat-in or takeout.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck Chap-
el on Pratt is open to all for 
prayer and meditation from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. Please 
stop in and sign the register.

The Learn & Discern in-
ternship program has begun 
with the arrival of the five 
summer interns. Please wel-
come them and make them 
feel the love of Chautauqua.

 
Labyrinth
Chautauquans and friends 
can learn about and walk the 
labyrinth during the 2022 
season. Norma and Wally 
Rees lead a Department of 
Religion-sponsored orien-
tation at 6:30 p.m. tonight, 
rain or shine. A brief history 
of the labyrinth, uses of the 
labyrinth and an invitation 
to walk the labyrinth are 
concluded in time to attend 
the evening’s Amphitheater 
program. The Chautauqua 
Labyrinth, which is open at 
any time, is located next to 
Turner Community Center. 
It is accessible through the 
Turner building, or through 
the Turner parking lot, if ar-
riving via Route 394. Bus and 
tram services are available 
to Turner. Remember your 
gate pass. For more infor-
mation, call Norma Rees at 
716-237-0327.

 
Lutheran House
At 3:15 p.m. today stop by 
for the Lutheran House 
social. Members of Tree of 
Life Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jamestown, New 
York, will provide punch 
and cookies.

 
Mystic Heart  
Interspiritual Meditation
Ed Bastian leads an Inter-
Spirtual Meditation from 
7:45 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays 
in the Presbyterian House 
sanctuary.

Bastian leads an InterSpir-
tual Meditation seminar from 
12:30 to 1:55 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Missions.

Kim Hehr will lead a gong 
meditation from 4:45 to 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday in the Hurl-
but sanctuary.

Presbyterian House
Presbyterian House invites all 
Chautauquans for coffee on 
the porch between the week-
day morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture. Coffee, tea, 
hot chocolate and lemon-
ade are available. The house 
porch overlooking the Am-
phitheater provides a good 
place to find old friends and 
make new ones.

All are invited to the Pres-
byterian House for Popsicles 
on the Porch at 3:15 p.m. to-
day. This kid-friendly event 
is for the young at heart of 
all ages and is a great place 
to be “cool” with popsicles 
and fellowship.

 
Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)
Join us for a social hour at 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Quaker House, located at 
28 Ames.

Kriss Miller, host and 
Friend in residence, will lead 
“Mindfulness & Mending” 
at 5 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Quaker House.

 
Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship of Chautauqua
Our social hour is from 3:15 
to 4:15 p.m. today on the 
back patio of the UU denom-
inational house at 6 Bliss. All 
are welcome to enjoy light 
refreshments and lively con-
versation. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the social hour 
is canceled.

The Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowships Ethics Series 
meets at 12:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday for five weeks at 
the Hall of Philosophy. This 
week Shannon D. Rozner, 
senior vice president of 
community relations and 

general counsel of Chautau-
qua Institution, continues 
the exploration of this year’s 
theme, “Community Groups 
at Chautauqua.”

 
United Church of Christ
The Rev. Joseph Perdue 
shares his faith journey and 
leads conversation at the 3:15 
p.m. open house today at the 
UCC Headquarters on Pratt. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Vaccinations are required. 

 
United Methodist
Pastor William (B.T.) Gilli-
gan conducts the pastor’s 
chat which deals with the 
timely topic of a “Compar-
ison of the Global Method-
ist Church and the United 
Methodist Church” at noon 
today on our porch. Join us 
with your own brown bag 
or a take-out lunch from 
Hurlbut Church. Order a 
lunch on Monday from the 
Methodist House hostess. 

The social hour features 
punch and homemade cook-
ies provided by members 
of First United Method-
ist Church of Youngstown, 
Pennsylvania, at 3:15 p.m. to-
day on the porch.

The Rev. J. Paul Womack, 
pastor of Hurlbut Church, 
and Joe Lewis, host of the 
Everett Jewish Life Center in 
Chautauqua, discuss various 
understandings of the Psalms 
at 7 p.m. tonight in our chapel.

Join others for “Knit-
ting on the Porch” at 3 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

 
Unity of Chautauqua
The Rev. Carla McClellan will 
present a Positive Path for 
Spiritual Living lecture titled 
“One Presence, One Power” 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Turner Community Center. 
She explores the question, “If 
God is everywhere present, 
how can I be separate?” Bring 
a gate pass.

Unity holds a Daily Word 
meditation from 8 to 8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the Hall 
of Missions.

 
Women in Ministry
Women in Ministry will meet 
12:15 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Hall of Missions for a Brown 
Bag. All are welcome.
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INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Stand hopeful, ready to be intercepted by God’s love

“These words always come back to me,” said the 
Rev. Emma Jordan-Simpson at the 9:15 a.m. 
Monday morning ecumenical worship service 
in the Amphitheater. “The women — Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James and the 
others — told the apostles what happened, and the apostles 
treated the message as idle gossip. Then, Peter went to the 
tomb and saw the linen clothes and went home amazed.”

Jordan-Simpson’s sermon title was “Intercepted by Love,” 
and the Scripture reading was Luke 24:8-12.

Black historian and scholar Vincent Harding was the 
founder of Veterans of Hope Project. The group compiled the 
stories of veterans of social justice and change movements.

“He saw the wisdom of the elders as resources for the 
next generations. He thought the world needed to be per-
petually inspired,” Jordan-Simpson said. “He was one of the 
most hope-filled people, and wherever he was, he encour-
aged people to pull up a seat. He was intercepted by hope.”

Every encounter Harding had with people who were 
finding their voice, he found them as compatriots in their 
shared struggles. 

“God’s hope was chasing and intercepting him,” Jor-
dan-Simpson said.

Never a football fan, when Jordan-Simpson married she 
thought that she would sit with her husband on Saturdays and 
watch his favorite team, the Ohio State University Buckeyes. 

“I would join in the cheering, but I almost said something 
once that could have jeopardized our marriage,” she said. “I 
still don’t understand the point of the game, and I don’t know 
what those commentators are talking about. It was a new 
lexicon that I still don’t understand.”

During one game, Ohio State’s ball was intercepted, and 
her husband’s reaction was to be a little upset.

“I thought, why can’t they just share and take turns,” Jor-
dan-Simpson said. 

She continued, “Harding had a very different understand-
ing of intercepted. Every time he was intercepted, it was a 
good thing. People want to be intercepted by, grounded in, 
the hope of God. These are the people who head to the river.”

There is a wide gap between what the world is and what it 
can be, Jordan-Simpson said.

“Democracy is a movement and not an established fact,” 
she said. “Democracy is the place we are headed to unless we 
are intercepted by greed, hate and smallness. It has to be God 
who chases us and helps us imagine a society fit for all of us.”

Auburn Theological Seminary Senior Fellow Lisa Sharon 
Harper is the founder of FreedomRoad.us, and served as chap-
lain of the week at Chautauqua in 2021. She is the author of 
The Very Good Gospel: How Everything Wrong Can Be Made 
Right and Fortune: How Race Broke My Family and the World 
— and How to Repair It All.

Harper is part of a podcast called “The Four Podcast” 
with the Rev. Michael-Ray Mathews, a Chautauqua chap-
lain in 2018 and 2022; the Rev. Jacqui Lewis, an Interfaith 

Lecturer in 2017; and the Rev. Otis Moss III, a favorite 
Chautauqua preacher and lecturer.

“She has an authentic voice of hope and vulnerability. 
She lets us in on what she is learning,” Jordan-Simpson 
said of Harper.  

In The Very Good Gospel, Harper wrote that despite 
our divisions, God’s vision of wholeness and peace for the 
hurting soul remains.

“Shalom is what the kingdom of God looks like,” Jor-
dan-Simpson said. “People have enough to eat, families are 
healed, people’s dignity is protected and we recognize every 
one as human. Who would have a problem with that spirit?”

Harper once got a call from a teacher at a K-12 Christian 
school. The teacher had used Harper’s The Very Good Gos-
pel in a social studies class. The person complained because 
Harper does not have a doctorate.

“This is an authentic voice of vision and hope, and you 
can’t use her book because she doesn’t have a Ph.D.?” 
Jordan-Simpson said. “Of course, there are other things 
underneath that (criticism).”

She continued, “The reason our tomorrows all look like 
yesterday is because we dismiss the voice of hope and truth 
as too old or too young, too Black, too white, too straight, too 
gay. After we have filed all our exemptions we have missed the 
gift of newness, to be transformed by the gift God is sending.”

Whenever the Holy is involved, people experience newness 
and transformation.

“We can’t manage God,” Jordan-Simpson said. “God con-
scripts the most unlikely people to share the good news.”

The stinky shepherds were in the field watching their 
flocks when God sent angels to them to share the news that a 
baby was born; he did send them to the important people, the 
kings and potentates. 

“God gathers the unlikely to share the good news and be 
hope-bearers,” she said.

Jordan-Simpson then referenced the women who ap-
proached Jesus’ tomb after his crucifixion.

“A group of women expected to meet death, but found 
the completion of the death ritual was not needed,” 
Jordan-Simpson said. “These women, whose names we 

never get right, were rejected as bringing a hysterical rant 
rather than a message of good news. They were rejected, 
but we still talk about them today.”

God specializes in what we think is impossible. 
“We should aim higher to get in formation with God,” 

she said.
Jordan-Simpson asked the congregation, “Does everyone 

in the books, radio, TV, newspaper who says something you 
like, look like you? Does everyone who says something you 
have a problem with look different?”

She continued, “Why are we not participating with 
God in the miracle? We should stand hopeful, stand 
ready to be intercepted. We should intercept the im-
migrant neighbor finding a voice, laws that prevent full 
political participation. Don’t just wait. Participate with 
God in miracle working.”

Jordan-Simpson told the congregation they would find 
salvation in that work; they would find hope in the effort to 
draw the circle wider. 

“Maybe there will be an angel in the story who stands in 
places of death to encourage new generosity to unlikely peo-
ple who run with the faith that another world can be possible. 
Arundhati Roy said, ‘I can hear her breathing.’ Another world 
is possible,” Jordan-Simpson said. 

The Rev. Natalie Hanson, Chautauqua’s interim senior 
pastor, presided. Deacon Ray Defendorf, co-host of the Catho-
lic House of Chautauqua, read the Scripture. Nicholas Stigall, 
organ scholar, played for the prelude, “Her Children Rise Up 
and Call Her Blessed,” by Margaret Sandresky, on the Massey 
Memorial Organ. The anthem sung by the Motet Choir was 
“When Mary Thro’ the Garden Went,” music by Charles 
Villiers Stanford and words by Mary E. Coleridge. The choir 
was directed by Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and 
holder of the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist. The post-
lude was “Sortie,” from Pièces posthumes by Cèsar Franck, 
played by Stafford on the Massey Memorial Organ. Support 
for this week’s services is provided by the Alison and Craig 
Marthinsen Endowment for the Department of Religion. 

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Why are we not participating with God in the 
miracle? We should stand hopeful, stand ready to 
be intercepted. We should intercept the immigrant 
neighbor finding a voice, laws that prevent full political 
participation. Don’t just wait. Participate with God in 
miracle working.”

—REV. EMMA JORDAN-SIMPSON



CHRIS CLEMENTS
STAFF WRITER

Trevor Potter began his 
lecture with a simple quote 
from Benjamin Franklin.

Franklin, asked by a 
woman outside Indepen-
dence Hall what the Con-
stitutional Convention had 
produced, famously said: “A 
republic, if you can keep it.”

“That question, ‘Can 
we keep it?’ is even more 
timely today,” said Potter, 
a lawyer, president of the 
Campaign Legal Center 
and former chairman of the 
Federal Election Commis-
sion, drawing on a theme 
and a warning present in 
his last appearance for the 
Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries in 2016. “It has been 
a challenge through 235 
years of American history 
— through foreign invasion, 
a civil war, Reconstruction, 
economic depressions, two 
world wars, and several 
smaller ones, and the civil 
rights battles of the 1950s 
and ’60s.”

At 10:45 a.m. Monday in 
the Amphitheater, Potter 
gave a lecture titled, “The 
Crisis Facing American De-
mocracy,” as the first lecture 
of the Chautauqua Lecture 
Series Week Five theme, 
“The Vote and Democracy.”

“Since our founding, 
Americans have seen the 
expansion of the right to 
vote from only proper-
ty-owning white males, 
to other white males, to 
African American males, 
to women only 100 years 
ago, and finally, to citizens 
18 and older,” Potter said. 
“Over time, we have be-
come a hybrid form of gov-
ernmental structure: a re-
publican democracy.”

That right to vote and 
others like it are “in dis-
pute,” Potter said, with a 
new Supreme Court majori-
ty that seems opposed to an 
authoritative federal role in 
protecting voting rights.

“When I last spoke in this 
Amphitheater in the sum-
mer of 2016, I had no idea 
then of the wild ride just 
ahead of us — the craziness 
of the Trump and Clinton 
campaigns, two impeach-
ment trials, the refusal of 
an incumbent president to 
admit an election defeat, 
and the first-ever violent 
attempt to interfere with 
the formal congressional 
certification of a presiden-
tial election,” he said

Around the world, Potter 
said, other democracies like 
America’s are under stress, 
with authoritarian person-
alities winning elections.

“They then seek to ce-
ment one-party control, 
weaken the courts and 

the rule of law, shut down 
the free press and rig the 
election systems,” he said. 
“In other countries, rulers 
have seized power from 
democratically elected 
governments.”

Potter said he wanted his 
lecture to focus on three 
major challenges to our de-
mocracy, with the first be-
ing the lack of faith in the 
integrity and fairness of 
our election systems.

“Second: the recent di-
rection of the Supreme 
Court decisions on issues 
relating to our democra-
cy,” he said. “And finally: 
the growing challenge of 
violence and the fear of vi-
olence in our elections and 
in government at all levels.”

For Potter, it’s impossi-
ble to talk about where the 
United States is in 2022, 
with its distrust of election 
systems, without noting 
the influence of President 
Donald Trump.

“For the first time, a sit-
ting president announced 
he could lose the election 
only if it were stolen, and 
then insisted it had been,” 
he said. “An election where 
the official certified records 
said that he had lost by 7 
million votes in the popular 
vote, and 306 to 232 in the 
Electoral College.”

Potter said that as a for-
mer election lawyer who 
worked with political cam-
paigns over many years, he 
believed Christopher Krebs 
— the former U.S. director of 
the Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agen-
cy — when he said that the 
2020 election was “the most 
secure in American history.”

He described the main 
point of his lecture as hing-
ing on the Supreme Court’s 
track record on democracy 
issues over the last decade.

“Under Chief Justice 
John Roberts, the Supreme 
Court has issued opinions 
on the freedom to vote, 
and in campaign finance 
cases that are consistently 
anti-democracy,” he said. 
“These decisions have re-
versed decades of work by 

prior courts that sought 
to perfect and protect our 
system of government.”

In order to reach these re-
sults, the Supreme Court has, 
Potter said, inconsistently 
applied judicial principles 
and “ignored the clear lan-
guage of the Constitution.” 

“On the freedom to vote, 
the Supreme Court de-
clared key provisions of 
the Voting Rights Act un-
constitutional in the Shel-
by County case in 2013,” he 
said. “There, the Court gut-
ted the preclearance provi-
sions, the requirement for 
U.S. Department of Justice 
approval before changes 
could be made in state and 
local voting rules.”

Potter said that the im-
pact of these voting deci-
sions on our democracy 
cannot be overstated. 

“After Shelby County, 
for example, states and lo-
calities across the South 
rushed to pass all manner 
of laws and policies, mak-

ing it harder for people of 
color to register and vote, 
such as closing polling 
places in Black neighbor-
hoods, creating new oner-
ous voter ID requirements, 
and criminalizing some 
voter registration drives,” 
he said. “The Court could 
reach these results only by 
ignoring the specific lan-
guage of the Constitution.”

In the long-term, Potter 
said that America should aim 
for nation-wide standards 
for both voting access and 
general practices in con-
ducting federal elections.

“All of this will take work 
— hard, focused work,” he 
said. “I know at times it feels 
like the republic Benjamin 
Franklin handed us has be-
gun to fade. But throughout 
American history, in dark 
times, people have found 
hope — hope in the ideals 
handed down in the Amer-
ican experiment.”

Potter feels hope be-
cause of record-breaking 

voter turnout and states 
voting to create an in-
dependent redistricting 
commission.

“I find (hope) as my col-
leagues at Campaign Legal 
Center continue the drive 
for more transparency 
in election spending and 
equal opportunities for mi-

nority voters to participate 
in fair elections,” he said. “I 
find it as local governments 
try new ways to involve 
citizens in financing their 
elections. And I find hope in 
poll workers: the ones who, 
facing hostility, still show 
up on election day to run 
the engine of democracy.”
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JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Campaign Legal Center President Trevor Potter, former chairman of the Federal Election Commission, opens the Week Five Chautauqua Lecture Series theme on “The Vote and Democracy” Monday in the 
Amphitheater. Potter last spoke at Chautauqua in 2016; his Fourth of July lecture then was titled “A Republic, If You Can Keep It” — a theme he drew on yet again in his Chautauqua return.

‘A REPUBLIC, IF YOU CAN KEEP IT’

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Potter discusses voter suppression and ways to combat it during his lecture on “The Crisis Facing American Democracy.”

All of this will take work — hard, focused work. I 
know at times it feels like the republic Benjamin 
Franklin handed us has begun to fade. But throughout 
American history, in dark times, people have found 
hope — hope in the ideals handed down in the 
American experiment.”

—TREVOR POTTER

That question, ‘Can we 
keep it?’ is even more 
timely today. It has been 
a challenge through 
235 years of American 
history.”

—TREVOR POTTER
Founder, president, 

Campaign Legal Center

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to offer reprints of photos that 
appear in its pages through a new online service that will allow 
you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds. Prints are 
available for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” and 11”x14” 
— and will be delivered to your preferred address, whether at 
Chautauqua or at home.

Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites

Former FEC chair Potter opens week with lecture on free, fair elections
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TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT OFF SEASONNOTICES

DINING

TAKE OUT BUFFET $12.95 A 
POUND TALLY HO ..5PM ..
PLUS FARM FRESH SALAD 
BAR AND FREE DESSERT 
L O C A L  V E G E T A B L E S 
PREPARED DAILY.

HELP WANTED

D o g  Wa l k e r  N e e d e d .  ( 2 ) 
L o v e a b l e  O l d  E n g l i s h 
Sheepdogs need walking twice 
a day. Looking for somebody 
longterm beyond Season End. 
Please call 954-478-1802.
Resident Assistant Innkeeper 
to assist in managing a small 
h istor ic inn located on the 
g r o u n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 3 
Chautauqua season. Must be a 
people person with the ability to 
climb stairs and carry objects 
weighing up to 20 pounds. 
Small efficiency room, parking, 
gate pass and paid hours per 
week. Interested parties reply 
to gregg@cws-inc.net.

NEXT SEASON

16 Wiley. Spacious 3-story 
house near lake and Children’s 
School. 6+ bedrooms, 5-baths, 
W/D, cable, WIFI. No Pets, 
s m o k i n g .  C o n t a c t :  L u i s a 
Hunnewell. 917-378-2498 lhun-
n e w e l l @ w i l l o w r i d g e . c o m . 
Weeks 1-9, 2023.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Red Brick Farm space avail-
able for artisans to show their 
ware. Space free for the rest of 
the season. Contact Henry 
McConnon at The Red Brick 
Farm Monday-Saturday morn-
ing. Shuttle bus service from 
gate available for transport.

Boyle Family Fund, Williamson Fund provide 
support for CSO’s evening performance in Amp
The Boyle Family Fund for 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra and the Dent and 
Joan Williamson Fund for the 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra provide support for 
the CSO concert at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphitheater.

The Boyle Family Fund 
for the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra was es-
tablished through gifts to 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
by Edward and Helen Boyle. 
Ed Boyle was president and 
publisher of the Oil City 
Derrick and well known in 
the oil and gas industry. In 
1942, he became a director of 
First Seneca Bank and Trust 
Company in Oil City, Penn-
sylvania, and later chaired 
the executive committee.

The Boyle family has ac-
tively participated at Chau-
tauqua for many years. Ed 
Boyle served as an Institu-
tion trustee from 1976 to 

1984 and as a director of 
the Chautauqua Founda-
tion from 1984 to 1994. From 
1980 to 1983, he chaired 
the Chautauqua Fund. He 
passed away in December 
2000. Throughout the years, 
Helen Boyle was involved in 
the Opera Guild, the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club, Chau-
tauqua Society for Peace, 
and provided primary fund-
ing for the Abrahamic Pro-
gram. She died in 2008.

The Boyles have six chil-
dren: Patrick, Mig, Michael, 
John, Peter and Mary (Ted 
Arnn); and many grandchil-
dren, including Molly and 
Anna Arnn, and great-grand-
children, who continue to 
enjoy Chautauqua.

The Dent and Joan Wil-
liamson Fund for the CSO 
was established by Dent 
and Joan Williamson in 
2008 through outright 
gifts to the Chautauqua 

Foundation for the purpose 
of enhancing the work of 
the CSO. Dent, a longtime 
flutist with the orchestra, 
retired in 2002 after 35 
years of playing in the en-
semble. He joined the or-
chestra as second flute in 
1968. Throughout his ten-
ure, Dent served in many 
capacities, including the 
orchestra committee and 
as the orchestra’s librarian, 
a position he held from 1981 
until his retirement. Wil-
liamson received his bach-
elor’s and master’s from the 
New England Conservatory 
of Music. Later, he earned 
his Doctor of Musical Arts 
from the Combs College 
of Music in Philadelphia. 
Before joining the CSO, he 
played with organizations 
as varied as the San Anto-
nio Symphony, the Boston 
Pops Orchestra, the Mar-
tha Graham Dance Compa-

ny and the Radio City Mu-
sic Hall orchestra. In June 
2000, he retired from his 
position as associate pro-
fessor of music at The Col-
lege of New Jersey (former-
ly Trenton State College).

Joan Williamson is also 
a retired musician and re-
tired TCNJ library staff. A 
graduate of Indiana Uni-
versity Jacobs School of 
Music in Bloomington, 
Joan played one season as 
the regular second bas-
soonist with the CSO and 
frequently thereafter as a 
substitute or extra player. 
Dent and Joan are the par-
ents of Andrew and Lesley 
who both served as Amp 
sweepers while growing 
up. Lesley also served the 
Institution for several years 
in Chautauqua Institution’s 
archives and as the lecture 
coordinator for the De-
partment of Education.

Barensfeld Lectureship Fund supports 
Chavez’s morning presentation today
The David and Wendy Ba-
rensfeld Lectureship Fund 
provides support for the 
lecture by Linda Chavez at 
10:45 a.m. today in the Am-
phitheater.

The David and Wendy 
Barensfeld Fund was estab-
lished in 2010 by Ellwood 
Group and David and Wen-
dy Barensfeld. The fund is 
a permanent endowment 
fund held within the Chau-
tauqua Foundation to offer 

support of the Institution’s 
lecture platform.

David serves as chair-
man of the board of Ellwood 
Group, a family-owned 
company that manufac-
tures specialty metal forg-
ings and castings for heavy 
capital equipment. Ellwood 
Group operates plants in 
small towns in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Texas and elsewhere, 
where it works to encourage 
engagement in local com-

munity institutions.
Wendy is a community 

volunteer. She was formerly 
president of the Riverside 
Beaver County School Dis-
trict board in Beaver Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, and is the 
founder of the Ellwood City 
farmers’ market in Penn-
sylvania. At Chautauqua, 
she served as a member of 
the Architectural and Land 
Use Study Group and vol-
unteered for efforts to re-

imagine the garden at Lew-
is Miller Cottage. 

The Barensfelds first 
came to Chautauqua in 1987 
with their three daugh-
ters. They share a love of 
Chautauqua as a preserva-
tion worthy “cultural land-
scape” of historic buildings 
and trees that provide a 
uniquely appropriate set-
ting for the Institution’s 
21st century programming.

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1 p.m. Thursdays at Sports Club

East/West

1st  Carl Nelson - Abigail Nichols       

2nd  Sherra Babcock  - Shelley Dahlie

3rd Jane Pendley - Kathy Roantree    

North/South

1st  Bill Lippy - Sandra Lippy       

2nd  Barbara Schucker - Jerry Vanim

3rd Lynn Waye - Dick Woodruff   

58.13%

57.50%

53.75%

SECTION A

61.25%

54.38%

50.00%

CHAUTAUQUA SPORTS CLUB  
THURSDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

JULY 21, 2022



SKYLER BLACK
STAFF WRITER

As daughter of a painter and 
an architect, Sandra Youssef 
Clinton’s upbringing was col-
ored by the creative minds of 
her parents and their artistic 
friends. As she grew up, her 
creativity drew on both of 
her parents’ trades — but also 
in gardening, a passion she 
discovered as an adolescent 
through helping a neighbor 
cultivate his garden. 

“I learned a lot, and didn’t 
realize how much I was get-
ting out of that experience 
of helping him,” Clinton said. 
“I laid my first brick and 
screwed my first screw and 
nailed my first nail in his 
back garden.”

Now with 35 years of expe-
rience in landscape architec-
ture and horticulture, Clinton 
has designed an abundance 
of meaningful landscapes 
across the country.

At 12:15 p.m. today in Smith 
Wilkes Hall, Clinton will 
bring her expertise in land-
scape architecture to Chau-
tauquans, highlighting the 
processes and importance 
of curating an outdoor space 
reflective of indoor living. 
Clinton’s lecture, “Gardens 
Transformed: Designing for 
People and Place,” is part of 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club’s 
Brown Bag series. 

Clinton comes to Chau-
tauqua with a bachelor’s 
degree in horticulture and 
plant science from the Uni-
versity of Delaware, and a 
master’s in landscape archi-
tecture from the University 
of Virginia. Clinton worked 
for several architecture 
firms before starting her 
own, CLINTON+RIES Land-
scape Architects, in 1998. 
She is a fellow of the Amer-
ican Society of Landscape 
Architects and serves on 
the Stewardship Council 
of the Cultural Landscapes 
Foundation. 

Her lecture will teach 
Chautauquans about devel-
oping thoughtful gardens 
based on their needs and 
show how homeowners 
can create an outdoor area 

that marries indoor living 
with nature. Clinton plans 
to share a brief history of 
her work in landscape archi-
tecture and display images 
of her firm’s past projects. 

“I’ll show a few large-
scale residential projects and 
small-scale residential proj-

ects, and a few commercial 
projects that all have exam-
ples of process and intention 
in design, and how we go 
about doing it,” Clinton said. 

Clinton also plans on de-
voting time in her talk to 
spotlight her mentors, in-
cluding the late landscape ar-
chitects Roberto Burle Marx 
and Conrad Hamerman, 
whose works and counsel 
were instrumental in Clin-
ton’s design journey.

Her inspiration also 
comes from her person-
al travels and the works of 
Monet, Matisse and Picasso. 

“I think that none of us de-
sign in a bubble,” Clinton said. 
“I think we design with what 
we know and what we see 
and what we experience with 
others. Almost anything that I 
look at, I’m inspired by.”

Clinton recently retired 
from her firm, yet continues 

to foster relationships with 
her clients and consult the 
firm with design ideas. 

While retired, Clinton 
hasn’t strayed far from her 
work in landscape archi-
tecture; she now gives de-
sign and architecture tours 
throughout Morocco and 
southern Spain with native 
Moroccan tour guide Addi 
Ouadderrou. Together, the 
two merge their interests in 

Moroccan culture and horti-
culture to offer vacationers 
an immersive, educational 
experience in a uniquely de-
signed environment.

Anticipating her first vis-
it to the Institution, Clin-
ton says her goal is to have 
Chautauquans look at their 
surroundings through a new 
lens that allows them to ap-
preciate the importance of 
their living spaces. 

“I hope it’s inspiring to 
people,” Clinton said. “I hope I 
bring a sense of newness and 
design, and an outlook on na-
ture and plant material— To 
get people to really just look, 
and look again at things, and 
really pay attention to what’s 
going on around them, how 
that might influence the way 
they live, the way they work, 
the way they speak, the way 
they look at things.”
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Landscape architect Clinton to remind ‘look and look again’ in BTG Brown Bag

I think that none of us design in a bubble. I think we design with what we know and 
what we see and what we experience with others. Almost anything that I look at, 
I’m inspired by.”

—SANDRA YOUSSEF CLINTON
Fellow,

American Society of Landscape Architects

CLINTON

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO 
SUBSCRIBE?
Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks or a full 
season delivered directly to your 
Chautauqua residence. Not 
on the grounds? Call the Daily 
at 716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 
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P R O G R A M

CHQ Real Estate

Ruth Nelson
Associate Broker Week Five:"Condominium vs. Single Family Home"

"Meet me on the porch from 5:30-6:30!" 

"Tips & Sips"
at 1 Morris Ave.

Which one is right for you??

Tu
TUESDAY
JULY 26

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Ed 
Bastian (Interspiritual Meditation). 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00  (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market. 
Bestor Plaza

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Journeying Together.” The 
Rev. Emma Jordan-Simpson, 
president, Auburn Seminary. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:15 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“How Do We Protect Democracy 
in a Divided America?” Linda 
Chavez, chairman, Center for 
Equal Opportunity. Amphitheater 

and CHQ Assembly

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza (Rain, Smith 
Memorial Library)

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Folwer-Kellog Art Center and Strohl 
Art Center

12:15 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag 
Discussion. “Speaking Up and 
Speaking Out: Can You? Will You?” 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 

12:15 Poet-in-Residence Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) “Why 
I Don’t Believe in Inspiration: and 
Why I study Trash, Love Miniature 
Chairs and Collect Other People’s 
Postcards.” Nicole Cooley. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ Recital.  
Joshua Stafford, Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist. Hall of Christ

12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
“Gardens Transformed: Designing for 
People and Place.” Sandra Youssef 
Clinton, landscape architect and 
horticulturist. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30 Brown Bag Lecture. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Antisemitism: Assault on Human 
Rights and our Common Humanity.” 
The Hon. Irwin Colter. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30 Play CHQ. Tie-Dye Bandana. All 
ages. Sheldon Hall of Education

12:30 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation Seminar (Practice and 
Discussion). Presenter: Ed Bastian 
(Interspiritual Meditation). Hall of 
Missions

12:30  Brown Bag: My Spiritual Journey. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
David Wakely, Friend of the week 
(chaplain). Quaker House, 28 Ames

1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. CWC House

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

1:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. Fee. 
(Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling Green

1:15 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry or 
prose. Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Poetry Room

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“What Our Democracy Today 
Requires of its Citizens: An Inquiry 
into the Role of Everyday Citizens in 
Building the Next Democracy.” Diana 
Aviv, senior adviser, Issue One. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Phantom of the Open.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.org 
the day before to secure your spot. 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:15 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Music Student Recital. School of 
Music Student Recipients of Hebrew 
Congregation Scholarships. Masks 
required. Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Islam 101. “Women and Family 
Life.” Sabeeha and Khalid Rehman. 
Hurlbut Church

3:30 Heritage Lecture Series. “The Path 
through Oak Openings: Mapping 
past indigenous settlement and 
its relation to forest conditions in 
Eastern North America” Steve 
Tulowiecki. Hall of Christ.

3:30 Weekly Speaker Reception. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) The 
Rev. Frank A. Thomas, professor 
of homiletics, Christian Theological 
Seminary. 40 Scott

4:00 Piano Guest Alumni Recital. 
Mackenzie Melemed. Masks 
required. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:15 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Guided Nature 
Play and Board Games. All ages. 
Girls’ Club

4:15 Garden Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Joe 
McMaster, horticulturist. Meet at 
Smith Wilkes Hall entrance

5:00 Family Entertainment Series. 
“Talking Birds and Golden Fish.” 

David Gonzalez. Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00 CHQ Documentary Series. “My 
Octopus Teacher.” (Complimentary 
access via gate pass or concert 
ticket. Reserve tickets in advance 
at chautauquacinema.com; patrons 
without reserved tickets will be 
admitted at door on first-come 
basis.) Chautauqua Cinema

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30 Labyrinth History and Meditation. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion.) Bring gate pass. Adjacent 
to Turner Community Center

7:00 Bible Study. United Methodist House

7:00 Family Entertainment Series. 
“Talking Birds and Golden Fish.” 
David Gonzalez. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 Young Adult Program. Coffee, 
Crafting and Pick-Up Volleyball. Heinz 
Beach

7:30 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Happening.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Schumann and 
Tchaikovsky.” Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Orli Shaham, piano. 
Amphitheater

• Robert Schumann: Piano Concerto in 
A minor, op. 54

• Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky: 
Symphony No. 6 in B minor, op. 74 
(“Pathetique”)
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6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 

Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Ed 
Bastian (Interspiritual Meditation). 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC 
Science Circle.) “How to Retire 
and Not Die: The 3 P’s That Will 
Keep You Young.” Gary Sirak. 
Hurlbut Sanctuary and Zoom 
(chautauquascience.com)

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “A Song 
on the Way.” The Rev. Emma 
Jordan-Simpson, president, 
Auburn Seminary. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

10:00 Opera Conservatory Masterclass. 
Jonathan Beyer. Masks required. 
Fletcher Music Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Jelani Cobb, staff writer, The New 
Yorker. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:15 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell 
Chapel

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Programmed by the Alumni 
Association of the CLSC.) Limbo: 
Blue Collar Roots, White Collar 
Dreams, by Alfred Lubrano. 
Presented by Amit Taneja. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Quaker House

12:30 Ethics Series. (Sponsored by UU.) 
“Fostering Community Resilience.” 
Shannon Rozner, senior vice 
president, community relations. Hall 
of Philosophy

12:30 Special Program. “Movements 
Beyond the Front Page.” Anne 
Whitesell and Kevin Reunins, 
assistant professors of political 
science, Miami University of Ohio. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:45 Language Hour. CWC House

12:30 Play CHQ. Paint like Monet. All 
ages. Timothy’s Playground

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about the Institution grounds at 
a guided historic tour along the 
Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

1:00 Docent Tours. Pioneer Hall

1:15 Docent Tours. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. Fee. 
(Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling Green

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“The Gospel and the Ballot Box: A 
History.” Adam Jortner, Goodwin 
Philpott Eminent Professor of 
Religion, Auburn University. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:30  Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem 
Project. (Programmed by the 
Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Chautauquans share their 
favorite poems. Hall of Philosophy

3:30  Strategic Plan Update Community 
Webinar. Candace L. Maxwell, 
chair, Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees. Michael E. Hill, 
president, Chautauqua Institution. 
CHQ Assembly Virtual Porch (porch.
chq.org) 

3:30 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) The 
Rev. Frank A. Thomas, professor 
of homiletics, Christian Theological 
Seminary. Hall of Philosophy

3:30 Islam 101. “Shia-Sunni Divide & 
Religious Hierarchy.” Sabeeha and 
Khalid Rehman. Hurlbut Church

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Ma’Aborot.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

3:30 Contemporary Issues 
Dialogues. Trevor Potter, 
president, Campaign Legal Center. 
Chautauqua Women’s Club House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Catholic House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) UCC House

3:00 Presentation. (Sponsored by the 
International Order of the King’s 
Daughters and Sons.) “Fanny 
Crosby: Her Life and Hymns.” 39 
Pratt

4:15 Play CHQ. Wednesday STEM at 
the Water. All ages. Children’s 
Beach

4:15 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, forester. Meet at 
lake side (back) of Smith Wilkes 
Hall

4:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation. Leader: Kim Hehr 
(Gong Meditation). Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

5:00 Annual Robert Pinsky Favorite 
Poem Project. (Programmed 
by the Friends of Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Hall of 
Philosophy

5:00 Mindfulness & Mending. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Kriss Miller, Friend in residence 
(host). Quaker House, 28 Ames

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Happening.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

6:15 Live Music. Capo II at 3 Taps. 
Pier Building

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

6:30 Eventide. (Programmed by the 
Alumni Association of the CLSC) 
“With Family on Horseback in 
Central Mexico.” Presented by 
Shannon Rozner. Hall of Christ

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Lutheran House

7:00 Student Voice Recital with 
M&M Piano Duo. Masks 
required. McKnight Hall

7:00 Young Adult Program. Pick-Up 
Basketball. Heinz Beach

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. Carl Reiner at 100: 
Celebrating a Comedy Legacy. 
(Presented in Partnership with 
the National Comedy Center.) 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Phantom of the Open.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema
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