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Sure, like plenty of households, 
Amythyst Kiah’s childhood home 
had a TV in the living room. But it 
was her father’s three-way speakers 
and amplifier attached to a radio, 
turntable and CD player that was 
the center of entertainment.

“It was like, ‘Wow, cool, a TV, but 
look at all these albums,’ ” Kiah said. 
“It was like this holy shrine in our 
living room.”

Chattanooga, in southeast Ten-
nessee, is where Kiah developed her 
love of music. She now refines it as 
a professional in Johnson City, in the 
northeast corner of the state. 

At 8:15 p.m. tonight, Kiah takes 
the Amphitheater stage for the sec-
ond time to perform songs from her 
recent album Wary + Strange. She 
first performed here in 2019 with 
the all-women-of-color group Our 
Native Daughters. Later that year, 
her song “Black Magic” was nomi-

nated for Best American Roots Song 
at the Grammys. 

A press release from Shore Fire Me-
dia called this album “a culmination of 
her relentless journey of personal and 
musical exploration.”

This journey began in Kiah’s teen 
years. Although she grew up with 
music-loving parents who intro-
duced her to all different genres, she 
didn’t find her personal favorites un-
til she became a teenager.

DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

If there ever was to be a rep-
resentation of the personifi-
cation of empathy, it would 
be Cheryl Strayed. 

Strayed is a New York 
Times bestselling author, 
known for her memoir Wild: 
From Lost to Found on the 
Pacific Crest Trail and the 
collection Tiny Beautiful 
Things, and a host of the ad-
vice podcasts “Sugar Calling” 
and “Dear Sugars.”

She will be delivering the 
morning lecture as part of 
the Chautauqua Lecture 
Series at 10:30 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater.

Wild was adapted to the 
screen in 2014, and starred 
Reese Witherspoon as 
Strayed and Laura Dern as 
her mother, Bobbi.

“As a writer, obviously, so 
much of my work has been 
about empathy,” Strayed said. 
“I think that there’s no way for 
you to create a character on 
the page or write about your-
self in a vulnerable way with-
out having this deep under-
standing of, essentially, the 
human struggle to both have 
compassion for our flaws 
and our mistakes and admi-
ration for our triumphs and 
our strengths. Never was that 
put to the test before quite so 
directly as when I began my 
work on ‘Dear Sugar.’ ”

“Dear Sugar” was Strayed’s 
originally anonymous ad-
vice column on The Rumpus 
where writers would ask for 
advice. Strayed will be pulling 
from other editions of “Dear 
Sugar” columns to include in 
her lecture about empathy.

“My impulse was to re-
spond with a lot of empathy, 
compassion and sincerity, 
and genuinely try to use the 
column to actually not only 
help the person who wrote 
to me, but maybe offer some 
comfort to others who are 
reading it,” Strayed said. 

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

Faith has almost always 
been a part of Brian Mc-
Laren’s life. Conversely, so 
has doubt.

“I am a committed 
Christian, but doubt has 
been my companion really 
throughout my whole life,” 
McLaren said.

Faith and doubt are 
the highlights of McLar-
en’s latest book, Faith Af-
ter Doubt: Why Your Be-
liefs Stopped Working and 
What to Do About It, which 
came out in January. 

McLaren, although born 
one hour east in Olean, 
New York, in 1957, will make 

his first in-person visit to 
Chautauqua. He will pres-
ent his lecture “Studios of 

Empathy: Why, What, and 
How?,” the first of three In-
terfaith Lectures for Week 
Six themed “Building a Cul-
ture of Empathy.”

His recent book is deeply 
personal to him, he said.

“I grew up in settings 
where doubt was some-
thing to be ashamed of, 
maybe hidden or covered 
up, and I came to under-
stand in my own life that 
doubt wasn’t the enemy 
of faith, but pretending 
wasn’t good for your faith,” 
he said. “On a personal 
level, that’s important.”

Although raised in the 
church, McLaren felt him-
self drifting away from 

Christianity during his 
teenage years. 

Then, one night changed 
his life.

“I was lying under a 
clear, starry sky one night 
and had an acute sense 
of not just looking up and 
seeing beauty, but of being 
seen by that beauty, seen 
and known and loved,” he 
said. “I felt that love fill me, 
so powerfully that it felt a 
little scary — more than my 
human heart could handle.”

Later that night, McLaren 
saw his friends with the same 
level of beauty and love.

“From that night for-
ward, I have felt in my 
deepest self the truth of 

what John said in the New 
Testament, that God is 
love, whoever lives in love 
lives in God,” he said. 

His career since then has 
been focused on helping 
people find the most lov-
ing versions of themselves, 
he said. He was a pastor 
for over 20 years, and he is 
currently a faculty mem-
ber at The Living School for 
Action and Contemplation. 
McLaren has received two 
honorary doctoral degrees, 
one from Carey Theological 
Seminary in Vancouver in 
2004 and another from Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary 
(Episcopal) in 2010.

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.
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‘Faith After Doubt’ author McLaren to speak 
on finding faith, building cultures of empathy
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‘MURDER IN OUR MIDST’
For Chautauqua Women’s Club, media scholars Fullerton, Patterson to 
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the globe — and how their work has spurred policy changes in American 
news media.
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LET GO OF FEAR
In opening sermon, Baskerville-
Burrows calls on congregation to 
see face of God in others, reminds 
that ‘we are not in the boat alone.’
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Powell, page-turner for Jacobsen, 
to share stories as tribute to late 
organist, director of sacred music.
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Update on Youth and Family Programs for Week Six
Editor’s Note: We are reposting the same notice as ap-
peared in the weekend’s Daily; as of Sunday evening, there 
are no updates yet to share. 
Chautauqua Institution officials learned Friday evening of 
an additional positive COVID-19 test result in its Youth and 
Family Programs. This child was in Group 6 Girls at Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club. Symptoms developed last Monday and, fol-
lowing a test on Wednesday, a positive result came back Fri-
day evening. Officials attempted to contact all families of 
children in Group 6 Girls Friday evening, and do not believe 
children in other groups had close contact with the child. 

The Institution has been notified by the Chautauqua 
County Department of Health that Club and Group One 
are to remain closed through the end of today; Children’s 
School is currently scheduled to open today. Additional 
Youth and Family Programs reopenings are as follows — To-
day: Youth Activities Center, Children’s School; Tuesday: 
Play CHQ, Story Time near the Smith; Thursday: Read to 
Lola at the Smith Memorial Library; Sunday, Aug. 8: Sun-
day School. Group One and Club reopening dates have not 
yet been determined by the Department of Health. Fami-
lies with children enrolled in Youth and Family Programs 
are asked to refer to emails from the CampDoc platform for 
more details. Inquires from the general community may be 
directed to Shannon Rozner, senior vice president of com-
munity relations, at srozner@chq.org 

Quaker Perspectives on the Weekly Theme
Join Emily Provance, Friend-in-Residence at the new Quak-
er House, and Deborah Shaw, North Carolina Yearly Meet-
ing, for a Brown Bag  on “A Quaker Perspective on Empathy” 
from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday via Zoom. Email friend@
quakerschq.org to receive the Zoom link.

Story Time Near the Smith
Children and their families are invited to Story Time at 10:30 
a.m. Tuesday on Bestor Plaza (weather permitting). 

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Join Karen Gossner for a Lake Walk on “Water Photography 
& Your Blue Mind: SEEing through a lens” starting at 6:30 
p.m. Monday at Heinz Beach. Bring your camera or phone. 

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Mah Jongg is at 2:30 p.m. today on the CWC House porch.

Motet Choir auditions for 2022
Joshua Stafford, the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist 
and director of sacred music, will be holding auditions for 
next year’s Motet Choir on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day mornings this week. Email rpchoir5@gmail.com for 
membership criteria and audition information.

Remembering & honoring Jared Jacobsen
The Chapel of the Good Shepherd — in which Jared Jacob-
sen is inurned in the Columbarium — is open for visitation 
from 4 to 5 p.m. every weekday. The Memorial Concert in 
Memory of Jared Jacobsen is streaming on the CHQ Assem-
bly Video Platform. Visit assembly.chq.org.

Old First Night concert 
The Chautauqua Community Band welcomes all wind and 
brass players to join the annual Old First Night concert at 
12:15 p.m. Tuesday on Bestor Plaza. Contact conductor Jason 
Weintraub at 941-713-4014 or jason_weintraub@yahoo.com.

CLSC Class of 2006
There is an informal social hour and brief business meeting 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. today on the porch of Kendall Crolius 
(12 Simpson). Contact Sandi Stupiansky at 716-269-2003. 

CLSC Class of 2003
This annual Recognition Day breakfast meeting is 9 a.m. 
Wednesday on Anita and Sid Holec’s porch at 27 Vincent. 
Bring your breakfast food to share, and wear your T-shirt 
and acorn scarf. We will attend the 10:30 a.m. lecture. At 
11:30 a.m., we will meet at the Amphitheater exit near the 
Hall of Philosophy Brick Walk to cheer on the graduating 
CLSC class as they walk toward the Hall of Philosophy Gold-
en Gate for their graduation ceremony. 

Tara VanDerveer to appear on Chautauqua People
Tara VanDerveer, Stanford University women’s basketball 
coach, appears on “Chautauqua People” at 1:30 and 7:30 
p.m. until Saturday on Access Chautauqua, cable channel 
1301. She is interviewed by Nancy Bargar.

DEBORAH TREFTS
STAFF WRITER

There’s Murder in Our Midst, 
and then there’s Murder in 
Our Midst. One is book 17 in 
Bruce Beckham’s fictional 
British crime mystery series, 
“Detective Inspector Skelgill 
Investigates,” published in 
July. The other, published in 
January by Oxford University 
Press and written by Smith 
and Jones — University of 
Western Ontario Associate 
Professor Romayne Smith 
Fullerton and Duquesne 
University Professor Maggie 
Jones Patterson — is a review 
and evaluation of crime cov-
erage practices in England 
and nine other developed 
Western democracies.   

At 4:30 p.m. today on the 
porch and front lawn of the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club, 
Fullerton and Patterson will 
present the culmination of a 
decade of research — “Mur-
der in Our Midst: Comparing 
Crime Coverage Ethics in an 
Age of Globalized News.” The 
rain date is Wednesday, same 
time and place.

Bob Garfield, former host 
of WNYC Studio’s radio pro-
gram “On the Media,” inter-
viewed these co-authors for 
his March 11 podcast extra 
“To Name, Or Not to Name.”

“On the Media’s” website 
introduces the issue explored: 
“It’s been a staple of local, 
nightly news for decades: 
While an anchor recites a viv-
id crime report, sometimes 
embellished with security 
footage or street interviews, 
a name and mugshot flash 
across the screen. Then, in 
the paper the next day, a col-
umn full of all the details a 
reporter could obtain on the 
alleged culprit appears.”

The introduction con-
tinues: “Beyond our own 
hometowns, national news 
often gives us the names of 
criminals before they give us 
anything else — sometimes 
that’s all they’ve got. But is 
that right?” As the interview 
proceeds, it’s clear that there 

is no sim-
ple answer 
to Garfield’s 
q u e s t i o n . 
Context, be-
lief systems 
and cultural 
differences 
are key.

“ T h e 
Associated Press just an-
nounced a policy change,” 
Patterson said last week. “It 
will no longer publish the 
names of suspects in minor 
crimes unless there’s some-
thing unusual or funny. The 
name is not that important. 
We talked to the (Vice Pres-
ident) of Standards for AP, 
John Daniszewski. With Goo-
gle, a lot of people’s names 
were showing up in search-
es, by landlords for example. 
People are accused of crimes 
they may not even have com-
mitted. Allegations alone are 
enough to ruin your life.”

Consequently, the AP may 
be willing to scrap their ar-
chives, which is a policy that 
Patterson said The Boston 
Globe and The Plain Dealer 
have already adopted.

“It seems as though the 
tide in North America may be 
shifting away from the tell-
all,” added Fullerton. “I don’t 
know if it’s really empath-
ic, but … it does seem like a 
more empathic stance now.”

Few people — journal-
ists included — know that 
in other Western developed 
nations, names are not uni-
versally used in the press or 
even in court proceedings.

In fact, not naming is the 
default in Sweden, the Neth-
erlands and Germany. Thus 
Fullerton and Patterson 
have called the “media mod-
el” for these countries “The 
Protectors.”

They have labeled Canada, 
the U.S., Ireland and England 
as “The Watchdogs,” because 
in these countries the default 
is to name, for reasons pri-
marily related to government 
transparency.

Since the default for 

Spain, Por-
tugal and 
Italy is am-
bivalent be-
havior, Ful-
lerton and 
P a t t e r s o n 
have iden-
tified them 
as “The Am-

bivalents.” Although these 
countries share Protec-
tionist impulses, according 
to these scholars they also 
have tendencies toward the 
worst of Watchdog behavior.

“They have policies that 
say one thing — and their 
practice is something differ-
ent,” Patterson said.

Murder In Our Midst – by 
Fullerton and Patterson – 
is not only spurring policy 
changes by newspapers and 
other forms of news media, 
but also it is improving dis-
cussion and debate with-
in and across the fields of 
criminology, government, 
journalism, law, philosophy, 
psychology and sociology.

At the end of the inter-
view with Garfield, Patter-
son said: “One of the themes 
of the book was that crime 
serves as a lens to under-
stand deeper generally held 
cultural attitudes to aspects 
of justice. Crime practices 
that each country and each 
media model use are reflec-
tions of deeper attitudes 
held by the public and citi-
zens individually.”

She continued: “As cit-
izens and as communi-
ties and countries come 
to revise those attitudes, 
it makes sense to me that 
crime coverage practices 
and journalism generally 
will change, because those 
values are changing.”

Fullerton and Patterson 
have been working together 
since 2006, when they co-
wrote an article about mass 
murders published in The 
Journal of Mass Media.

“I know that because I 
was putting together the 
materials for tenure review,” 

said Fullerton, who earned 
her undergraduate degree 
in journalism and minored 
in English at Carleton Uni-
versity in Ottawa, Ontario.

She said that when she 
graduated she felt too young 
and inexperienced to work in 
journalism, so she went to the 
University of Western Ontar-
io for a master’s in English.

“I was enjoying my grad-
uate work, so I did a Ph.D.,” 
Fullerton said. “I freelanced 
to pay the bills. I was work-
ing at the grad-pub at the 
university and the then head 
of journalism struck up a 
conversation. He said I was 
a rare breed with journalism 
and an English Ph.D. Aca-
demic jobs are rare, so this 
was like opening a door.”

For five years Fullerton 
served as a “sessional person” 
— someone who teaches by 
the course (“adjunct” in the 
U.S.). She said during some 
years she taught six or seven 
courses, including journalism 
and English, plus courses at 
University of Western On-
tario’s Teachers College, and 
children’s literature to public 
school teachers. When Ful-
lerton initially began teach-
ing in Western’s Faculty of In-
formation and Media Studies 
in 1997, she taught “Ethics in 
Journalism” and “Women in 
the Media,” followed by “New 
Issues in Canada” and “Com-
munications Theory.”

Over the years her re-
search focus has been on 
“the ethics of reporting on 
women and marginalized 
people, with a special em-
phasis on crime.”

Fast-forward to this sum-
mer. Fullerton is current-
ly immersed in her course 
“Good and Mad: Women, 
Emotion, Media and the 
Public Sphere.” Recently, she 
has also taught “Un(Cover-
ing) Canadian Crime,” “Doing 
Democracy Right or Doing 
Right by Democracy? Ethics, 
Critical Theory and the Pub-
lic Right to Know” and “Infor-
mation in the Public Sphere.”

“My take-away from my 
own experience is the advice 
I was given by a high school 
teacher,” Fullerton said. 
“ ‘Keep doing what you like to 
do, then you’ll end up doing 
what you want to do.’ That’s 
good advice. I chose my path 
based on my enjoyment of 
what I was doing.”

Fullerton, Patterson to discuss crime coverage ethics, democracy at CWC

FULLERTON PATTERSON

See CWC, Page 7
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For many Chautauquans, 
the grieving of Jared Jacob-
sen’s passing — less than 
two days after the 2019 sea-
son ended and five months 
before the pandemic began 
— continues to this day.

The liveliness, intel-
ligence, sentimentality 
and masterful skill of this 
world-class organist, co-
ordinator of worship and 
sacred music, and direc-
tor of the 50-voice Motet 
Choir and 150-voice Chau-
tauqua Choir were so wide-
ly revered that Pulitzer 
Prize-winning composer 
Paul Moravec wrote “Chau-
tauqua Anthem” in Jacob-
sen’s honor. The Chautau-
qua Choir presented its 
world premiere on July 16, 
2017, in the Amphitheater 
during the morning wor-
ship service.

Jacobsen’s successor, 
Joshua Stafford, now holds 
the Jared Jacobsen Chair for 
the Organist and the title 
of director of sacred music. 
Stafford also directs the Mo-
tet and Chautauqua choirs.

“Everyone loved Jared,” 
said Ruth Powell, whom Ja-
cobsen appointed as his 
page-turner for the Massey 
Memorial Organ following 
the retirement of Janet Miller.

At 9:15 a.m. on Tuesday, 
on the porch and front 
lawn of the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club, Powell will 
share some funny and 
thoughtful insights about 
Jacobsen during her talk ti-
tled, “Tales from the Bench: 
Adventures in Page-Turn-
ing for Jared Jacobsen.” The 
rain date is Wednesday at 
the same time and place.

“(Jacobsen) had a won-
derful last season, the or-
gan wasn’t flooded, there 
was no (water) or fire to 
work around, it behaved it-
self, and he was almost gid-
dy,” Powell said.

The 2018 season was 
preceded in early February 
by a leak caused by ice and 
snowmelt that damaged 
the organ console’s origi-
nal ivory keys — which, to 
comply with federal law, 
were replaced by bleached 
calf bone in time for the 
opening of the season — 
and ended with a small fire 
in the console following 
morning worship service 
on Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2018.

“His last season was 
great,” Powell continued. 
“The (Motet) Choir was 
involved with doing The 
Christians with (Chautau-
qua Theater Company). … 
Without question, the most 
serendipitous thing that 
happened was that Josh — 
who had been his protégé 
— came and gave a recital. 
(Jared) let Josh play ‘Largo’ at 
the last Sacred Song Service. 
Afterwards they hugged, 
and hugged and hugged.”

Since 1907, “Largo” from 
George Frederick Handel’s 
opera Xerxes has been the 
high point of every Sun-
day evening Sacred Song 
Service in the Amp, just as 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” has been 
the favorite of each Sunday 
morning worship service.  

Powell added, “After 
that, Jared came to my 
apartment and I asked, ‘Is 
this the heir apparent?’ And 
he said, ‘Oh, I think so.’ ”  

To be selected as Jacob-
sen’s page-turner while 
he mastered the world’s 
largest outdoor pipe organ 
was an honor. As its pri-
mary guardian, he played 
— and Powell turned pages 
— for the weekday morn-
ing worship services, Sun-
day morning and evening 
services, weekly recitals 
and frequent solos with 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra and the Music 
School Festival Orchestra.

“I have a performance 
degree in organ and ap-
preciated his music,” Pow-
ell said. “I thought I was a 
great page-turner. Boy, did 
I learn.”

A further honor was that 
Jacobsen gave a Massey Me-
morial Organ mini-concert 
in 2017, inspired by Powell. 
She had heard the piece “In 
Holberg’s Time,” which is 
one of Norwegian composer 
Edvard Grieg’s piano suites, 
and wanted Jacobsen to in-
troduce it to Chautauquans.

Jacobsen told Chautau-
quan Daily reporter Del-
aney Van Wey that he had 
been out of touch with 
Grieg, who developed a na-
tional musical identity for 
his home country of Nor-
way, and may be one of his-
tory’s greatest piano com-
posers. Thus he acted on 
Powell’s wish, transcribed 
piano compositions to the 
organ, and created the pro-
gram for his July 25, 2017, 
concert honoring Grieg.

“I have nothing but joy 
about my memories of Jar-
ed,” Powell said. “He was so 
funny. … There was a lot of 
craziness going on up there.”

For Chautauquans who 
grew up with Jacobsen — he 
first came to Chautauqua 
to learn piano when he was 
only 5 years old — and who 
knew him before he became 
a celebrity, her memories 
are not particularly long. 
They are, however, colorful 
and meaningful.  

Powell said that Dan-
ville, Illinois, where she 
spent her childhood, “was 
a wonderful place to grow 
up, with the Midwest up-
bringing.” Having also been 
home to Dick and Jerry 
Van Dyke, Gene Hackman, 
Donald O’Connor and Bob-
by Short, Danville was not 

short on celebrities.
“We went to the same 

high school (as Dick and 
Jerry) and we heard about 
Dick being in all the plays,” 
she said. “He came to town 
in a parade. Dick was in 
the biggest sitcoms on TV. 
Gene and Bobby were there 
for a while, but not for all of 
their childhood.”

As a piano major at Illinois 
Wesleyan University, Pow-
ell hadn’t wanted to take a 
voice course, so instead she 
took organ. Once she be-
gan playing it, she said she 
didn’t want to do anything 
else, and by the end of her 
first year she had changed 
her major to organ per-
formance. Marilyn Keiser 
had graduated eight years 
before her and was on her 
way to becoming a virtuoso 
concert organist, so she had 
someone to look up to.

“Eventually I got inter-
ested in the choir, got into 
it, and decided to go to 
graduate school in choir 
conducting; which I never 
did,” Powell said.

Meanwhile, she did a lot 
of page-turning in college 
and became good at it. 

“Page-turning is an 
art,” she said. “I was one 
of the go-to people for 
page-turning.”

Upon graduation, Powell 
spent the summer at what 
was then called the Nation-
al Music Camp at Interlo-
chen, Michigan.

“The best kids from all 
over the world came, and 
I was the manager of all of 
the high school choral or-
ganizations,” she said. “It’s 
kind of like what I do here. 
Working with conductors is 
kind of like being a person-
al assistant.”

Although she’d been ac-
cepted to a “really good 
choral conducting pro-
gram,” as things happened, 
Powell ended up in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“I joined the huge — 150 
people at least — sym-
phonic chorus in D.C. that 
had a regular subscription 
program with the Kenne-
dy Center and sang with 

the symphony,” she said. 
“The Choral Arts Society 
of Washington has all top 
musicians. Norman Scrib-
ner, the choir director, was 
one of the top influences in 
my life, musically and per-
sonally. There’s not a single 
person who would tell you 
anything different.”

The John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing 
Arts opened in 1971. For the 
opening, Jacqueline Kenne-
dy commissioned Leonard 
Bernstein to perform the 
premiere of his MASS, and 
Scribner assembled a profes-
sional choir that she joined.

“Eventually when Ber-
nstein came to town, he’d 
call (Scribner),” Powell 
said. “He wanted to put on 
a Haydn mass at the same 
time as the Nixon inaugural 
balls (on Jan. 20, 1973) be-
cause he was (against the 
Vietnam War). He taped 
our choir and did (“Mass 
in Time of War”) in the Na-
tional Cathedral. The next 
day we went back and they 
recorded it.”

Powell continued:  “To 
be 23 in D.C. — I couldn’t 
even comprehend that I’m 
getting to do this. That was 
truly the mountain top.”

Earning a master’s de-
gree in education instead 
of conducting, she accept-
ed a teaching position in 
middle school music in the 
Fairfax County, Virginia, 

public schools.
“I taught middle school, 

and eventually I got a 
job teaching elementary 
school,” Powell said. “After 
that, there was no sing-
ing voice left. I taught 10 
30-minute classes a day 
without a break. There 
might be four fourth-grade 
classes in a row. I had to 
sing on top of their instru-
ments. It was brutal on my 
voice because I abused it so 
badly. So I had to drop out 
of that beautiful choir.”

For her last five years in 
education, Powell said she 
was drafted to teach preg-
nant girls.

“Probably starting in 
2002, I got back in the choir 
and put in another five or 
six years,” she said. “(Scrib-
ner) was there, and I decid-
ed to stay in the choir (as 
long as) he was still there. 
I retired to the Blue Ridge 
Mountains by Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, and com-
muted three hours twice 
weekly to D.C.”

After Scribner retired, 
Powell moved to Flori-
da. In 2018, she joined the 
Choral Artists of Sarasota, 
a 35-member profession-
al vocal ensemble. Joseph 
Holt, the choral’s artistic 
director, had for 15 years 
served as the associate mu-
sic director for The Choral 
Arts Society of Washington.

“I didn’t start coming to 

Chautauqua until 14 years 
ago or thereabouts,” Powell 
said. “Then I tried to spend 
longer and longer here. I 
went back and forth, and 
was in the Motet Choir.”

During this time she 
has also taught numerous 
classes on a variety of mu-
sical topics through Chau-
tauqua Institution’s Special 
Studies Program.

She said she’s a person 
who believes in deciding 
what you want, and what 
you have to give up in or-
der to get it. Powell did the 
latter, enabling her to be at 
Chautauqua each summer 
for the full season.

“When I first joined the 
choir, I was intimidated by 
(Jacobsen),” Powell said. “He 
was an icon. Eventually I 
became one of the three li-
brarians of the Motet Choir. 
He was very slow to wel-
come someone into his in-
ner circle and it didn’t phase 
me a bit. … But once I be-
came a librarian and started 
renting a house, (I would see 
him walking his dog and) he 
would sit and talk.”

Eventually, she said, they 
became close friends. Even 
then, turning pages for Jar-
ed was one of the scariest 
adventures of her life. Now, 
she is “beyond thrilled to be 
working with Josh,” Powell 
said. “The legacy is absolute-
ly top notch, and I think Jar-
ed would be really pleased.”

POWELL

Powell to share stories of page-turning for Jacobsen in CWC talk

GREG FUNKA / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Jared Jacobsen talks about the inner workings of the Massey Memorial Organ with young 
Chautauquans on July 3, 2011.

Follow the 
2021 Daily 
staff as we 
document 
our season on Instagram:
@chqdaily

THE CHQ DAILY
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For all these years, peo-
ple	 have	 come	 to	McLaren,	
bringing	 with	 them	 their	
questions,	 problems	 and	
doubts.	 He’s	 seen	 a	 steady	

increase	recently,	though.
“In	 the	 last	 six	 or	 seven	

years,	I’ve	just	seen	an	almost	
tsunami	 of	 people	 needing	
to talk about their questions 
and	doubts,”	he	said.	“People	
are watching the way a lot of 
Christians have been involved 
in	politics,	culminating	really	

on	 Jan.	 6	 when	 we	 saw	 ‘Je-
sus	 Saves’	 flags	 not	 far	 from	
gallows being raised to hang 
somebody.	All	of	this	created	
somewhere	 between	 a	 cri-
sis	and	catastrophe	for	many	
people	in	their	faith.”

McLaren	 sees	 empathy	
as	 a	 way	 forward.	 As	 he	 is	

the	 first	 interfaith	 lecturer	
for	 this	 week’s	 theme,	 he	
wants to set a theological, 
psychological and historical 
framework	about	empathy.

“I	want	 to	 talk	 about	 the	
possibility	of	our	faith	com-
munities	 across	 religious	
traditions	 becoming	 places	

that actually build a culture 
of	empathy,”	he	said.	

He	 calls	 these	 studios	 of	
empathy,	meant	 to	 help	 the	
community	at	large.	

One	of	the	issues	with	em-
pathy right now is that no-
body necessarily thinks it is 
their	job	to	wake	up	each	day	

and	figure	out	how	to	build	a	
culture	 of	 empathy,	 he	 said.	
He	 hopes	 people	 walk	 away	
with a sense of wanting to 
create	that	culture.

“I	 would	 hope	 each	 per-
son who is present goes 
away	feeling	like,	‘This	is	my	
job,’	”	he	said.	

“You know how you listen 
to	 music	 your	 parents	 lis-
ten to, and it sounds good, 
but	 it’s	 not	 quite	 yours?”	
Kiah	 said.	 “The	 first	 time	
I	 listened	 to	 music	 and	 it	
was 100% resonating deep 
within	 my	 soul	 was	 going	
into	my	teenage	years.”

Kiah’s	 first	 instrument	
was a guitar, which she got 
at	13.	Before	that,	she	loved	
watching MTV and listening 
to	pop	music,	including	Mi-
chael Jackson, Janet Jack-
son, Madonna and Mariah 
Carey.	She	was	 just	getting	
into alternative rock, too — 
the	 first	 song	 she	 learned	
to play was “Good Riddance 
(Time	 of	 Your	 Life)”	 by	
Green	Day.

During those teenage 
years, Kiah dealt with insecu-
rity,	poor	body	image	and	low	
self-esteem.

“I	had	a	hard	time	finding	
my	 place	 in	 the	world	 as	 a	
Black girl in a white, con-
servative	 middle-class	 en-
vironment,”	she	said.	“I	was	
either accused of acting 
white by other Black peo-
ple, and around other white 
people	 it	 was	 like,	 ‘You’re	
still	Black,	it	doesn’t	matter	
what your background or 

upbringing	is.’	”
So, the guitar that she 

learned to play through video 
lessons her parents bought 
for	her	became	Kiah’s	escape.	

“I	 could	 go	 into	 a	 world	
where	 I	 didn’t	 have	 to	 think	
about any of that stuff,” she 
said.	 “I	 could	 just	 focus	 on	
music.”

Her	 interest	 in	 alterna-
tive	music	came	from	a	feel-
ing of connection with the 
artists.	 One	 of	 her	 biggest	
inspirations was singer/
songwriter	Tori	Amos.

“I	 was	 just	 captivated	 by	
the way she expressed her-
self,”	 Kiah	 said.	 “She	 sang	
about very personal things 
that happened to her, but 
she	emoted	it	in	a	way	where	
you could feel a deep sense 
of	 empathy,	 and	 you	 could	
see	yourself	in	some	of	those	
scenarios	and	imagine	how	it	
would	make	you	feel.”

Because	 music	 was	 her	
personal escape, Kiah never 
envisioned herself as a per-
former.	When	she	arrived	at	
East Tennessee State Uni-
versity, she opened her eyes 
to	the	idea.

There,	 she	 became	 inter-
ested	 in	 old-time	music	 and	
the	history	of	American	roots	
music	 in	 the	 school’s	 blue-
grass,	 old-time	 and	 country	
music	studies	program.	Oth-

er people encouraged Kiah to 
audition for a band when they 
realized	 she	 could	 sing	 and	
play	guitar.	

This	was	 a	 significant	 ad-
justment	for	her.

“When	you’re	used	to	play-
ing	by	yourself	in	your	room,	
playing	 music	 in	 front	 of	
other people was very over-
whelming,”	she	said.	

She found the right notes, 
though, and by 2010 was be-
ing	asked	to	perform	around	
the	region.	

Kiah’s	musical	imagination	
and inspiration eventually 
turned into a professional ca-
reer,	but	it	wasn’t	all	glamor.	

“You’re	 inspired,	 you’re	
creating	art,	you	have	a	mes-
sage,	 but	 then	 there’s	 this	
thing called business and 
thinking of yourself as an en-
trepreneur,	 as	 a	 small	 busi-
ness	 owner,	 which	 means	
there’s	 accounting,	 there’s	
inventory,	there’s	advertising,	

there’s	all	 these	other	 things	
that	 come	 into	 play,”	 she	
said.	 “You	somehow,	with	no	
knowledge about business, 
have	to	then	figure	it	out.”

Fortunately for Kiah, the 
same	person	who	introduced	
her	to	music	at	the	beginning	
of her life was equipped to 
take	on	a	managing	role.	Her	
father had spent around 40 to 
50	years	in	management,	and	
he	 helped	 Kiah	 organize	 the	
business	side	of	her	career.

“If	 he	 wasn’t	 around,	 or	
if	 I	 didn’t	 have	 someone	 like	
that	 in	my	 life,	 I	 can’t	 really	
say	necessarily	where	I	would	
have	gone,”	she	said.	

Her	 father	 was	 her	 big-
gest supporter when she 
decided to pursue this ca-
reer,	she	said.	

When	people	begin	music	
careers, she said they often 
don’t	realize	how	many	peo-
ple	are	needed	for	success.

“When you see these A-list 

celebrities and rock stars and 
all	 of	 that,	 they	didn’t	 come	
out	 of	 a	 vacuum	 and	 create	
all	 of	 this,”	 she	 said.	 “It’s	 a	
team	effort,	 and	 that’s	what	
I	had	to	learn	because	I	went	
through this period of want-
ing to be self reliant, … but 
you reach that point when 
you’re	like,	‘Oh,	these	people	
have	huge	teams	of	people	to	
help	them.’	”

Kiah’s	sound	has	taken	on	
a	life	of	its	own.

“My sound has ended up 
being	 as	 eclectic	 as	my	mu-
sical	 upbringing	 and	 just	 as	
eclectic	as	 the	music	 I	 listen	
to,”	she	said.	“It’s	hard	to	think	
of	creating	music	or	listening	
to	 music	 and	 staying	 within	
one	little	box.”

She	 doesn’t	 believe	 there	
is such a thing as a guilty 
pleasure	 in	 music,	 and	 peo-
ple	should	listen	to	the	music	
they	like	without	judging	oth-
ers	for	their	musical	taste.	

“I	think	pretentiousness	in	
music	 is	 really	 unfortunate,”	
she	said.	“It’s	something	that	
doesn’t	belong	in	art.”

Her	 latest	 record,	 re-
leased in June, pushes the 
boundaries	 of	 Americana	
music,	she	said.

“Throughout,	 the	 most	
striking	moments	are	those	of	
visceral,	 unflinching	 self-ac-
tualization,	 as	 Amythyst	
brings her once-hidden 
emotions	of	grief,	anger,	and	
abandonment	 to	 the	 fore-
front in this raw and nuanced 
redefining	 of	 roots	 music,”	
said the Shore Fire Media 
press	release.

Kiah is excited to bring 
her new backing band to 
Chautauqua.	 They	 will	 per-
form	nearly	every	song	from	
Wary + Strange.

“It’ll	 be	 fun	 and	 exciting,”	
she	 said.	 “I	 hope	 people	 feel	
good before, during and after 
the	event.”

“It’s	not	just	the	direct	epis-
tolary exchange between 
the letter writer and the ad-
vice	giver	—	 it’s	a	conversa-
tion that includes everyone 
who’s	reading	it.”

Strayed believes that she 
always	 had	 a	 natural	 im-
pulse	toward	empathy,	even	

when	 she	 was	 a	 child.	 One	
time,	her	older	 sister	Karen	
fell and skinned her knee, 
and Strayed started crying 
harder	 than	 her	 sister	 was.	
She	cried	so	much	that	their	
mother	thought	Strayed	was	
the	one	that	had	fallen.

“I	 felt	 her	 pain	 so	 deeply	
that	 it	 actually	 traumatized	
me	to	 imagine	my	poor	sis-
ter being hurt, so that there 

was always that natural in-
clination	 I	 had	 toward	 hav-
ing	 that	 kind	 of	 empathy,”	
Strayed	said.

Strayed’s	career	has	been	
defined	 by	 her	 candidness	
about her own experiences, 
which naturally lends her-
self	to	be	empathetic	of	oth-
ers	and	theirs.

“I	 know	 for	 certain	 that	
when we tell our stories, 
we	 make	 others	 feel	 less	
alone,”	 she	 said.	 “So	 when	
I	speak	up,	and	I	say	 ‘I	don’t	
know	how	to	live	without	my	
mother,	I’m	so	devastated	by	
that	 loss,’	 I’m	 not	 really	 just	
talking	about	me;	I’m	talking	
in a voice as a writer, at least, 
and as Sugar to a whole lot of 
other people who are nod-
ding their heads and feeling 

the	same	way.”
The state of the world has 

also led Strayed to believe 
that there is an absence of 
empathy	 across	 the	 globe.	
In	America	 specifically,	 she	
points	 to	 Donald	 Trump’s	
presidency	 as	 a	 specific	

point	 of	 an	 unempathetic	
time	in	history.

“Whether	you	 love	him	or	
hate	 him,	 I	 don’t	 think	 that	
you can dispute that he be-
haved	in	a	way	that	didn’t	re-
ally	 honor	 empathy,”	 Strayed	
said.	 “His	 concerns	 weren’t	
about	 compassion,	 inclusion	
and	affirmation.	He	really	ral-
lied around rage and resent-
ment,	the	kinds	of	things	that	
are	the	opposite	of	empathy.”

Strayed is not naive to 
the fact that there are issues 
on both sides of the political 
spectrum,	 and	 there	 are	 no	
easy solutions to the divides 
that	exist	today.

“I	 do	 know	 for	 certain,	
no	matter	where	you	stand	

politically, that when you 
actually	 take	 the	 time	 to	
listen	 to	 somebody’s	 per-
spective,	 to	 know	 some-
body’s	story,	to	understand	
what their personal strug-
gles or fears or anxieties 
might	 be,	 at	 least	 it	 might	
be an opening to a con-
versation,”	 Strayed	 said.	 “I	
don’t	 know	what	 that	 con-
versation is going to lead 
to,	 I	 don’t	 know	 if	 we’re	
going be able to solve ev-
erything, but having it is at 
least	the	beginning.”

Strayed is currently 
working	on	finishing	up	her	
next	memoir	and	a	screen-
play	about	a	famous	woman	
in	history.

KIAH
FROM PAGE 1

MCLAREN
FROM PAGE 1

There’s no way for you to create a character on the page or write about 
yourself in a vulnerable way without having this deep understanding of, 
essentially, the human struggle.”

—CHERYL STRAYED
Author,

Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail

My sound has ended up being as eclectic as my musical upbringing and just as eclectic as the music I listen to. 
It’s hard to think of creating music or listening to music and staying within one little box.”

—AMYTHYST KIAH
Musician

STRAYED
FROM PAGE 1
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R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

“As an Episcopal bishop and the mother of a 
10-and-a-half-year-old, I identify with this 
Scripture — there is a lot going on,” said the 
Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows. She 

preached at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday ecumenical service of 
worship in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “Do 
you not care that we are perishing?” The Scripture text 
was Mark 4:35-41.

There was a crowd that wanted attention, so much so 
that Jesus had to get in a boat to get a little space. “There 
was a storm, like today, and the boat was sinking,” Bask-
erville-Burrows said. “The disciples woke Jesus up from a 
nap. The mom in me says ‘Really? Really?’ ”

She continued, “Jesus was tired, so tired that only 
deep rest would cure him, but that was not happening. 
The boat is sinking and the disciples are so themselves; 
they cry out, ‘Don’t you care that we are perishing?’ ”

Baskerville-Burrows told the congregation, “Of 
course, Jesus cares. He calms the wind, and I think he 
was still pretty impatient with the disciples because they 
are forever missing the point. They have a deep hunger 
for what Jesus is saying, but they have deep difficulty 
trusting what he is telling them.”

Jesus said to the disciples, “Why are you afraid? Do 
you still have no faith?” 

Baskerville-Burrows said to the congregation, “Often we 
identify with Jesus, but we should shift our perspective and 
identify with the disciples. I can hear the tone of exaspera-
tion in Jesus’ voice: ‘Why are you afraid?’ You can be in the 
boat and still have no faith. The disciples are in awe, not of 
Jesus’ love, or care or that he woke up, but of his meteoro-
logical pyrotechnics. They missed the point.”

She said that in the United States, we are all in the same 
boat, but it is not seaworthy. The wind is blowing harder 
and harder, and no one person can fix it. 

“As Jamaican-born poet June Jordan said, ‘We are the 
ones we are waiting for.’ So we have to get busy working 
together,” Baskerville-Burrows said.

“Jesus was God’s act of radical empathy,” she continued, 
“and we are called to do likewise. We need to calm the 
wind and quiet the sea so everyone, everyone, can get back 
to shore in peace, and everyone, everyone, gets a nap.”

Humans have a hard difficulty responding in kind to 
God’s empathy, she said. “Twenty-first century America is 
not behaving well.”

Baskerville-Burrows said, “We are behaving as if we are 
all living by the same rules, and we are prone to miss the 
point. We keep saying the boat would not sink if ‘those 
people’ were not on board. Fill in the blank — immigrants, 
the unvaccinated, Black and brown people, conservatives — 
any group we put in the blank would be fine.”

Baskerville-Burrows said that emulating God’s love is 
paramount.

“We have to find empathy for each other — the same 
empathy God has shown us,” she said. “We have to provide 

relief, look out for each other, and be curious about each 
other. We have to overcome our fear that we might come 
to know the sadness and pain of others, especially if it 
is more than we can bear. We want to be released from 
seeing ourselves in the Other.”

Humans are called to the divine presence, but we are 
also called to be present for one another, she said. “The 
failure to attend to one another is killing us. Jesus cares 
very much that we are perishing.” 

When Baskerville-Burrows was first elected bishop, she 
visited each of the 48 parishes in her diocese. She visited 
one in Anderson, Indiana, that had once been part of the 
thriving auto industry. That industry was gone. As she 
held a listening session at the church in Anderson, Basker-
ville-Burrows marveled that a congregation with 35 people 
in worship put on a weekly, sit-down lunch for 150 people. 

“They were punching above their weight,” she said. 
“When we talked about what they could do to grow, I 
encouraged them to reach out to their lunch guests, to be 
more invitational, and take risks.”

One of the members, a corrections officer, stood up 
and told the truth about the congregation. “We have to 
admit that we don’t want them in our pews,” she said. 
“We don’t like the way they dress, how they raise their 
kids, and the kinds of changes we would have to make in 
worship. Let’s be honest.”

Baskerville-Burrows said, “I could watch the shift tak-
ing place. This was the ministry Jesus was calling them 
to — not just talking about race, but talking about class. 
They had to get over themselves to bring healing to the 
world. I knew that if these people could be real with each 
other, they could do something together.”

She continued, “If they did nothing but see Jesus in the 
face of the Other and live without fear, they could change 
the world. The world will tell us that this kind of stretching 
is scary, it is not worth it, it means giving up power and po-
sition, that there is not enough time. God says otherwise.”

When the waves rock the boat and change seems too 
difficult, Jesus invites us to trust and work with one another, 
she told the congregation. “We are not in the boat alone,” 
she said. “We are truly together with people of all sorts and 
conditions. If we trust, we will see God in the face of the 
Other — and humanity will make it back to shore.”

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, vice president of religion 
and senior pastor of Chautauqua Institution, presided. Amit 
Taneja, senior vice president and Chief Inclusion, Diversity, 
Equity and Accessibility (IDEA) Officer, read the Scripture. 
For the prelude, Joshua Stafford, who holds the Jared Jacob-
sen Chair for the Organist and is director of sacred music, 
played “Allegro moderato e serioso,” from Organ Sonata No. 
1, by Felix Mendelssohn. For the anthem, members of the Mo-
tet Choir sang “Rescue the Perishing,” music by William H. 
Doane, arranged by Amy Tate Williams and with words by 
Fanny J. Crosby. The offertory anthem, sung by members of 
the Motet Choir, was “Be Still, My Soul,” with music by Jean 
Sibelius, arrangement by Mack Wilberg, words by Katharina 
von Schlegel, and translated by Jane Bothwick. The postlude, 
played by Stafford, was “Toccata,” Op. 53, No. 6, by Louis Vi-
erne. Support for this week’s worship services and chaplain 
is proved by the J. Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincy and by 
the Harold F. Reed Sr. Chaplaincy.

Let go of fear and work together to get to shore, says Baskerville-Burrows

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis, delivers her sermon “Do You Not Care that We 
Are Perishing?” Sunday in the Amphitheater.
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Jesus was God’s act of radical empathy, and we are 
called to do likewise. We need to calm the wind and 
quiet the sea so everyone, everyone, can get back to 
shore in peace, and everyone, everyone, gets a nap.”

—THE RT. REV. JENNIFER BASKERVILLE-BURROWS
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/02
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Difficulty Level 7/31

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR SALEFOR RENT

Boat Rentals: 16 ft with 20 HP 
Honda $95 + Security. One 
Mi le f rom Main Gate.  7:30 
AM-5:15 PM. More Fun than a 
Barrel of Bigfoots. WeWanChu.
com

NEXT SEASON

BIKES FOR SALE! Classic 
Chautauqua cruisers from $50-
$100. Ten currently available. 
415.830.2735.

@chqdaily

The Dr. Edwin Prince Booth 
Memorial Fund and the El-
eanor Fund Lectureship 
Endowment underwrite to-
day’s 10:30 a.m. lecture by 
Cheryl Strayed.

The Dr. Edwin Prince 
Booth Memorial Fund hon-
ors the memory of Dr. Booth, 
who was a minister, theolo-
gian, teacher and author. As 
an historian and a citizen, he 
was intensely interested in 
international affairs, and his 
biographical and historical 
lectures at Chautauqua made 
him one of the most popular 
Institution speakers in the 
1950s and 1960s. Dr. Booth, a 
Chautauquan since boyhood, 
was an object of Chautauqua 
pride, as were his lectures. He 
appeared at the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle 
Roundtable in the summer of 
1969, shortly before his death.

The Pittsburgh native was 
an Allegheny College grad-
uate who earned his semi-
nary and doctoral degrees at 

Boston University. He spent 
his teaching career as a pro-
fessor in Boston University’s 
Theological Seminary and 
was professor emeritus when 
he died in December 1969. 
Dr. Booth was president and 
lecturer of the Institute on 
Religion in an Age of Science, 
and a member of the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. He authored seven 
books. Both of his sons, Harry 
and Frances, have lectured at 
Chautauqua His sister, Hel-
en Booth, was an active Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club member 
at Chautauqua. Miss Booth 
and her brother William Wal-
lace Booth Sr., a Pittsburgh 
attorney and Chautauquan, 
are deceased. Six generations 
of the Booth family have par-
ticipated at Chautauqua.

The Eleanor Fund Lec-
tureship Endowment was 
established in 2014 by Cathy 
Bonner to honor her three 
favorite Eleanors: her mother, 
her grandmother and Eleanor 

Roosevelt. Bonner is enjoying 
her 26th year in Chautauqua. 

A graduate of the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin, Bonner 
has been an entrepreneur for 
40 years, building and selling 
five businesses. For a decade 
her marketing firm, Bonner 
Incorporated, launched 14 
state-supported college sav-
ings and prepaid tuition pro-
grams. Between 1991 to 1994, 
she served as director of the 
Texas Department of Com-
merce and in the cabinet of 
Texas Gov. Ann Richards. She 
helped Texas create more 
jobs than any other state in 
the nation for four consec-
utive years. Bonner is the 
retired CEO and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors for 
Service King Collision Repair 
Centers. She is a business 
leader recognized for her vi-
sion and accomplishments. 
Fortune magazine named 
Bonner as one of the 25 most 
influential women entrepre-
neurs in America, saying she 

was “smart and funny and as 
interested in making a differ-
ence as in making money.” 

Currently, Bonner serves 
as Chief Strategy Officer for 
On The Road Garage, a chain 
of collision centers that train 
the workforce of the future to 
repair smart cars.  Bonner is 
the founder of The Women’s 
Museum, the nation’s first 
comprehensive women’s his-
tory museum that opened in 
2000 in Dallas. She raised $32 
million to renovate a historic 
building housing the innova-
tive exhibits that tell the story 
of American women’s history. 

Bonner is the former chair 
of the Chautauqua Founda-
tion Board of Directors. She 
has served on the board of 
directors for the Chautau-
qua Women’s Club and the 
Friends of the Literary Arts 
(now Friends of the Chau-
tauqua Writers’ Center). She 
loves all the arts in Chau-
tauqua, especially theater, 
dance and the symphony.

The Nilsen Family Fund for 
Religious Programming pro-
vides support for today’s in-
terfaith lecture featuring Bri-
an D. McLaren.

Joanna Nilsen has deep 
roots in Chautauqua that go 
back to the 1930s, when her 
parents, Larry and Hazelbelle 
Knecht, first visited. Ken first 
came to Chautauqua to meet 
Joanna’s parents in 1968, and 
the couple have visited Chau-
tauqua most years since then. 

Ken has enjoyed the di-
versity of offerings: lectures, 
concerts, tennis and golf. He 
especially enjoys the inter-
faith lectures and the religion 
section in the bookstore. He 

has used books by many of 
the religious speakers who 
visit Chautauqua in an adult 
class that he has led in their 
church for over 20 years. The 
couple supports the religion 
lectures because they see a 
role for Chautauqua in pro-
viding resources and ideas 
that can be brought back to 
local congregations and com-
munities. Ken studied civil 
engineering at Northeastern 
University, and operations re-
search as well as accounting 
and finance at New York Uni-
versity.  He worked at a major 
engineering firm and later at 
the Management Consulting 
Division of Peat Marwick in 

The Scott and Patti Fine En-
dowment Fund supports 
tonight’s performance by 
Amythyst Kiah.

Scott Fine graduated from 
Cornell University with a 
bachelor of arts in mathe-
matical modeling and later 
received a master of business 
administration from Stan-
ford University. He began his 
professional career at McK-
insey & Company. He served 
in the investment banking 
division of Goldman Sachs 
for a decade before becom-
ing the chief financial offi-
cer of RELTEC Corporation 
and then General Partner at 
Morgenthaler Partners, a pri-
vate equity firm. Since 2003, 
he has been a professor of 
finance at Case Western Re-
serve University’s Weather-
head School of Management. 

Patti Fine also graduated 
from Cornell University, with 
a degree in industrial and 
labor relations. She began 

her career at IBM and, lat-
er, became a middle school 
science teacher at Lawrence 
School, an independent 
school serving students with 
learning differences and at-
tention deficits. 

In Cleveland, Scott Fine 
has been a director at the 
Diabetes Association of 
Greater Cleveland, the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art 
Cleveland, the Hospice of the 
Western Reserve and a com-
mittee member of the Cleve-
land Foundation. Patti Fine 
has been actively involved 
tutoring and teaching yoga in 
inner city Cleveland schools. 
At Chautauqua, Scott Fine 
has served as a member of 
several task forces and cur-
rently serves as a director of 
the Chautauqua Hotel Cor-
poration. The Fines live in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and have 
been enjoying Chautauqua 
for over 15 years. They are 
the parents of six children.

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 14, 2021
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 14, 2021, beginning at 10:00 
a.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, 
New York.  At that time, the Corporation will review the Institution’s 
financial statements and elect an individual to serve as a Class B 
Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the Institution’s by-laws. 
Chautauqua Institution’s audited financial statements may be found 
at https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee.  

Nominations for Class B Trustee must be submitted by a member 
of the Corporation. 

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee must be identified 
in writing to the Secretary of Chautauqua Institution not more than 
thirty (30) days (July 15, 2021) and not less than ten (10) days 
(August 4, 2021) in advance of the annual meeting of the members 
of the corporation, to provide the Secretary with sufficient time to 
ensure that each such nominee is eligible for election as a Class B 
trustee, to ensure the compliance by the nominee(s), prior to election, 
with the requirements of the corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy 
as required by the New York State Not-for-Profit Law, and potentially 
to make adequate arrangements for the logistics associated with 
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B trustee 
at the annual meeting of the members of the corporation. The 
Institution will provide information about all eligible nominees prior 
to the meeting. 

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the 
Saturday, August 14, 2021, Annual Corporation meeting, must assign 
and complete the voter designation form which must be received 
and filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later than 10 days 
(August 4, 2021) prior to the Corporation meeting. 

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the 

Corporate Secretary, Rindy Barmore, at rbarmore@chq.org. Voters 
wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than August 4, 2021.

Note that all proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must 
be issued by the Corporate Secretary in order to be eligible.  Please 
contact the Corporate Secretary if you wish to receive forms or 
require further information. 

Booth Fund, Fund Lectureship underwrite Strayed

Nilsen Fund for Religious Programming supports McLaren’s talk

Fine Endowment supports Kiah

New York before founding the 
Nilsen Management Com-
pany, a real estate invest-
ment and management firm, 
in 1983. Joanna is a graduate 
of the University of Mount 
Union and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is retired after 

having served some 50 years 
as minister of music for vari-
ous congregations in the New 
York metropolitan area. Ken 
and Joanna have three chil-
dren and five grandchildren, 
who visit Chautauqua when 
their busy schedules permit.
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She continued: “It’s the 
same with (Patterson). Nei-
ther of us have backgrounds 
in criminology or psycholo-
gy. Crime is about insights 
into people.”

A native of Pittsburgh, Pat-
terson said she went to Ohio 
University because it has 
a top journalism program. 
There she earned her bach-
elor of science in journalism.

“I majored in advertis-
ing, and can’t tell you why 
I wanted to write ad jin-
gles,” she said. “I had an in-
ternship at The Pittsburgh 
Press. It was rare to get 
a journalism job in Pitts-
burgh, but I got a perma-
nent job there. There was 
a (section) for women — the 
Women’s Pages. The (em-
ployment) letter said it was 
for a job at the City Desk. 
Then I was told, ‘No, you’re 
at the Women’s Desk be-
cause we don’t want wom-
en working at night.’ ”

When she explained that 
as an intern she had cov-
ered nights and that there 
were women cleaning then, 
she said she was taken as a 
smart aleck. So Patterson 
freelanced.

“I took a job at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh,” she 
said. “They hired real jour-
nalists to write the copy. 
I got all the tough stories 

because I was a journalist, 
including the faculty’s at-
tempt to unionize.”

Courses for Pitt employ-
ees were tuition-free, and 
when the English department 
started a creative writing 
course, Patterson enrolled.

“I realized that I was bet-
ter than most of the other 
students,” she said. “So like 
(Fullerton), I just fell into it. 
A (master of fine arts in En-
glish and writing) is consid-
ered a terminal degree.”

At Duquesne University 
in Pittsburgh, Patterson has 
been teaching investigative 
reporting, media ethics and 
writing, feature writing, lit-
erary journalism, and “Sex, 
Myth and Media” about 
gender in media.

She has co-authored 
three books in addition to 
Murder in Our Midst. In Jan-
uary, her article “How Much 
Do We Need to Know about 
Domestic Terrorists” was 
published in Columbia Jour-
nalism Review.

Patterson serves as the 
chair of Duquesne’s Student 
Publications Board, the presi-
dent of the Pittsburgh Society 
of Professional Journalists, 
and a member of the board 
of directors of PublicSource, 
a web-based not-for-prof-
it news service for greater 
Pittsburgh.

“I got interested in crime 
because I had always felt 
guilty for reading crime sto-

ries,” Patterson said. “Then 
a friend, Jack Katz, said they 
provide society’s ‘daily mor-
al workout’ for how they re-
flect the culture reflecting 
on itself.”

For Fullerton and Pat-
terson, it’s important that 
Chautauquans realize that 
“as immigration, new tech-
nologies, and globalization 
reshape the world, journal-
ism often shapes public ad-
justment to moral and mate-
rial upheaval. Ethical stakes 
for journalism are raised as 
the ways reporters tell sto-
ries can spread discontent 
or encourage adaptation.” 

In interviewing 200 
journalists and comparing 
crime coverage in 10 coun-
tries, they examined vari-
ous ways in which journal-
ism can shape democratic 
practice. They have con-
cluded that to operate in 
the public interest, as jour-
nalists talk about doing, 
the public has to see the 
public interest reflected in 
their work.

“I would like everybody 
to give serious thought to 
whether the crime coverage 
practices in your communi-
ty, state and country align 
with your values,” Fullerton 
said. “If you feel they’re out 
of line, respond. We need a 
press that responds to citi-
zen concerns. I feel the AP is 
doing so in a way that press 
generally do not.”

CWC
FROM PAGE 2
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7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Michael O’Sullivan (Korean Zen 
buddhist Meditation). Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 

Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Seriously? Do You Not 
Understand?” The Rt. Rev. Jennifer 
Baskerville-Burrows, bishop, 
Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis. 
Amphitheater

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House.) “Maimonides on Ethics 
of our Fathers.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30 –12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:30 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Class of 2020 
Recognition. Amphitheater.

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Cheryl Strayed, author, Wild: 
From Lost to Found on the Pacific 
Crest Trail; co-host, “Dear Sugars” 
podcast. Amphitheater

11:45 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Class of 2020 
Golden Gate Ceremony. Hall of 
Philosophy

Tu
TUESDAY
AUGUST 3

OLD FIRST NIGHT

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Michael O’Sullivan (Korean Zen 
buddhist Meditation). Donation. 
Marion Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

7:30 Bird Walk. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Bring 
binoculars. Meet at Smith Wilkes 
Hall entrance

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua 
Prays For Peace Through 
Compassion. Hall of Missions 
Grove 

9:00 (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market. Bestor 
Plaza

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:00 (9 –10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Joanna, 
Mary, and Salome.” The Rt. Rev. 
Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, 
bishop, Episcopal Diocese of 
Indianapolis. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Everyday Ethics.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House and Zoom 
(cocweb.org)

9:15 CWC Porch Talk. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
“Stories from the Bench: Turning 
Pages for Jared Jacobsen: 
Tribute to Jared Jacobsen.” 
Ruth Powell. Bring lawn chair or 
blanket. CWC Porch

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Frans de Waal, author, The Age 
of Empathy: Nature’s Lessons for a 
Kinder Society. Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30 –12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:30 Story Time Near the Smith. All 
families welcome. Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

M
MONDAY

AUGUST 2

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Brown Bag 
Conversation. Your House Will 
Pay, by Steph Cha. Presented 
by Vanessa Weinert & Atom 
Atkinson. CHQ Assembly Virtual 
Porch (porch.chq.org)

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Brian D. McLaren, author, Faith 
After Doubt: Why Your Beliefs 
Stopped Working and What to Do 
About It. Amphitheater

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:30 (2:30–5) Mah Jongg. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Memberships 
available at the door. CWC House

2:30 (2:30 –4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

4:30 CWC Porch Talk. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
“Murder in Our Midst: Comparing 
Crimes Coverage Ethics in an Age 
of Globalized News.” Maggie 
Jones Patterson and Romayne 
Smith Fullerton. Bring lawn chair 
or blanket. CWC Porch

5:00 (5 –6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30 Lake Walk. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) “Water 
Photography & Your Blue Mind: 
SEEing through a lens.” Bring your 
camera or phone. Karen Gossner. 
Heinz Beach

7:00 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through the Holy Land 
in the Time of Jesus.” Palestine 

Park

7:00 (7–7:30) Taizé and Tea. Meditative 
Worship. UCC Randell Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. Amythyst Kiah. 
Amphitheater

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag 
Discussion. “An Eye Opening 
Experience.” Bring a chair. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Porch. 

12:15 Poet-in-Residence Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
George Bilgere. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

12:15 Chautauqua Community Band 
Annual Old First Night Concert. 
Jason Weintraub, conductor. 
Bestor Plaza

12:30 (12:30–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Wool Felted Bracelets with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. All 
ages. Jessica Trapasso Pavilion, 
Children’s School

12:45 Bridge. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
Proof of vaccination required. CWC 
House

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Edgar Rodriguez, chief of police, 
Moville (Iowa) Police Department; 
lead pastor, New Hope Church. 
Amphitheater

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 CLSC Young Reader Presentation. 
Jerry Craft. CHQ Assembly Virtual 
Porch (porch.chq.org)

2:00 Guided Group Kayak Tour. 
Learn about Chautauqua Lake 
and Institution grounds while 
kayaking along the shore. Fee. 
Sports Club

2:30 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses

2:30 (2:30 –4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:30 Garden Tour. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Nick and Sandi Stupiansky, 
master gardeners. Meet at 
Fletcher Hall

4:00 OPERA. As the Così Crumbles: 
A Company-Developed Piece. 
Steven Osgood, conductor. 
Chauncey Packer, director. 
Frances Pollock, composer. 
Sage Bond, composer. Jasmine 
Barnes, composer. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred 
tickets or reserve 6-person 
lawn pods at tickets.chq.org, 
or by visiting Ticket Office.) 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt

4:00 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Tabletop board games. All ages. 
Timothy’s Playground, Miller Park

5:00 (5 –6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:45 OLD FIRST NIGHT. Amphitheater

7:30 SPECIAL. Doktor Kaboom! 
Amphitheater

chqdaily.com
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