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NICHOLE JIANG
STAFF WRITER

Even though the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra faced a 
shortened season and a smaller orchestra, from these challeng-
es came opportunity — and tonight’s performance is a prime 
example. The wind section will take center stage at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphitheater. 

“It’s a very untypical season if you get two concerts for winds 
only and strings only,” said Eli Eban, clarinetist. “We’re overjoyed 
to be playing and that the concerts are going well. Although the 
breakdown in smaller ensembles which we normally don’t get to 
do is sort of a silver lining, because we play works that probably 
wouldn’t get to be featured.”

Due to a last-minute program change, there will be a small fea-
ture of strings in tonight’s performance.

The program will begin with the addition of Jessie Montgom-
ery’s “Strum” for strings. The piece was originally scheduled to 

be performed on July 30. However, the postponed performance 
opened up the opportunity for the Chautauqua Diversity Fellows 
to perform the piece at tonight’s concert. 

Though this is the first time Montgomery’s work will be per-
formed at Chautauqua; her compositions have been performed by 
the San Francisco Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra and the New 
York Philharmonic. Montgomery is the recipient of the Leonard 
Bernstein Musicianship Award, and the New York Philharmonic 
selected Montgomery as one of the composers for their Project 19.

Being able to feature Montgomery in tonight’s program is 
special, as female composers are at times overlooked, said Lia-
na Kirvan, violinist.

“I’m very glad that more women composers are being performed,” 
Kirvan said. “(They) are not as often played, and I think that this 
should and will be changed in the near future with composers like 
Montgomery. The work we’re hearing 
from women composers is fantastic.”

NICK DANLAG
STAFF WRITER

When Robert 
Doar was 6 years 
old and Sen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy set 
up a program to 
combat poverty, 
Doar’s father was 
asked to move to 
Brooklyn from 
Washington D.C. 
and help.

“I watched my father grapple 
with issues concerning helping 
people move up, and I was in-
spired by that,” said Doar, pres-
ident of American Enterprise 
Institute, a public policy think 
tank. “I wanted to work in that 
field when I got of age, and I was 
always focused on trying to help 
our country get better through 
better domestic policy for peo-
ple who are struggling the most.”

Doar served for 20 years in so-
cial service programs in New York 
and New York City. And at 10:30 
a.m. today in the Amphitheater, 
Doar will present his lecture, ti-
tled “Poverty in America Before 
and After COVID,” as part of Week 
Seven’s theme of “The State of the 
Economy: Where Do We Go From 
Here?” He will discuss how the 
United States has been successful, 
and unsuccessful, in helping peo-
ple get the resources they need to 
be above the poverty line, and how 
the country can help low-income 
Americans. 

Doar has been the president 
of AEI for two years. In a 2019 
speech, he quoted Irving Kristol, 
an American journalist known as 
the godfather of neoconserva-
tism, that a think tank president 
“is someone who speaks with au-
thority about subjects in which he 
has no particular competence.”

“You can’t be an expert in, re-
ally, more than one or two fields,” 
Doar said. “As president, I have to 
support and celebrate and pro-
mote the work of scholars in oth-
er fields. And that is a challenge. 
I don’t want to get outside of my 
lane and pretend that I’m an ex-
pert on everything when I’m not.”

AEI does not take institution-
al positions.

“We really offer people a great 
deal. They get to come and do 
their work, then promote their 
work in public policy, and they 
love it,” Doar said. “It’s a great 
place to work, because I’m 
around a lot of very smart peo-
ple who are very devoted to their 
country and are trying to provide 
ideas that can make us stronger.”

And AEI promotes different per-
spectives within the organization. 

“We’re not afraid to have people 
come and take a different perspec-
tive so that our audiences can see 
that debate. We are very strongly 
opposed to this practice of peo-
ple staying in their own corners 
and shutting down speakers from 
different perspectives,” Doar said. 

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

In 1972, Benjamin Friedman 
walked into Harvard Uni-
versity for his first year of 
teaching. This upcoming 
school year, he will walk into 
Harvard again for his 50th 
year of teaching, now as the 
William Joseph Maier Pro-
fessor of Political Economy. 

He’s spent even more time at Harvard, 
though — he received his bachelor’s, master’s 
and doctoral degrees in economics there. 

“I am very aware of what an extraordinary 
privilege it has been to spend my entire ac-
ademic career at an institution where I have 
such amazingly talented and energetic col-
leagues,” Friedman said, “and also such a 
splendid group of interesting, energetic and 
also very talented students.”

In his time, he’s written over a dozen books 
and more than 150 articles in professional jour-
nals. Of his writings, he’s published a few books 
for the general public, including Religion and the 
Rise of Capitalism, released this past January. 

Friedman will present his lecture based on 
and named after this book at 1 p.m. today in 

the Amphitheater. It is part of Week Seven’s 
Interfaith Lecture Series themed “Creating an 
Economy that Works for All.”

Over the last half-century at Harvard, Fried-
man said he’s noticed a positive shift in the 
types of students who come to the university.

“The students are enormously more ener-
getic and talented than they were 50 years ago,” 
he said, referring especially to undergraduates.

 He is not 100% sure why that is the case, 
but he has a few theories. One of those is that 
students are simply better today than they 
were before.

DOAR

AEI’s Doar 
to deliver 
lecture on 
American 
poverty both 
before, after 
COVID-19

See DOAR, Page 4

Political economy professor Friedman to discuss 
religion’s understated influence in the economy

See FRIEDMAN, Page 4

C S O  W I N D S  TA K E  C E N T E R  S TA G E  A G A I N  T O N I G H T  I N  A M P

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra performs under the baton of music director and conductor Rossen Milanov Thursday in the Amphitheater.

A Balance
of Textures

See CSO, Page 4

FRIEDMAN

IN TODAY’S DAILY

SIX ECONOMIC 
INDICATORS
‘Marketplace’ senior reporter 
Marshall-Genzer opens week with 
tour of indicators shaping economy.

Page 5

‘WE ARE A COMMUNITY ... 
... even if we’re a spread-out community,’ poet-in-residence O’Neil reflects 
in advance of Chautauqua Writers’ Center virtual Brown Bag dedicated to 
exploring place, writing during COVID-19 lockdown. Sometimes, she says, 
all it takes is coming back to a familiar scene with new eyes.

Page 9

BEING A NEIGHBOR
In sermon, preacher Harper draws 
on Luke to illustrate ways to love our 
neighbors — even (especially) the 
ones we’ll never know.

Page 6

Like and follow us online!         /chqdaily      @chqdaily      @chqdaily
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V I S U A L  A R T S

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Friday, August 13 • 8 p.m. 

Saturday, August 21 • 7:30 p.m. 

As announced in June, these concerts require a separate ticket purchase by all attendees,  
including Traditional Gate Pass (TGP) holders.

Note: Double-bill show includes intermission.  
The Roots’ post-intermission performance will include 
adult language.

Harry Connick, Jr. and 
his Band:  
Time To Play!
Harry Connick, Jr.’s career has exemplified 
excellence across multiple platforms in 
the entertainment world over the past 
three decades. 

The Roots +  
Trombone Shorty  
& Orleans Avenue
See The Roots and Trombone Shorty, 
two of the most acclaimed acts 
in jazz and hip-hop, in a one-of-a-
kind double-bill performance at the 
Chautauqua Institution Amphitheater.

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION • CHQ.ORG

A M P H I T H E AT E R  E N T E R TA I N M E N T

Order single tickets online at tickets.chq.org
or call the Ticket Office at 716.357.6250

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is intended 
to provide space for announcements from Institution-related 
organizations. Submit information to the Daily’s Editorial 
Office manager Breanna Nelson via email at daily@chq.
org. Please provide name of organization, time and place of 
meeting and one contact person’s name with phone number. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

Community Drop-ins
Shannon Rozner, senior vice president of community rela-
tions and general counsel, will hold a Community Relations 
Drop-In from 1 to 3 p.m. Wednesday under the blue tent on 
Bestor Plaza (corner of Pratt and Miller by Smith Memorial 
Library). All residents and patrons are invited to drop by to 
ask questions and offer feedback regarding any aspect of 
Chautauqua Institution programming or operations. Ques-
tions and comments will be received on a first-come basis.

Question and Solution Storming
To change the world, we need to ask questions that disrupt 
the world, yet asking difficult questions — and continuing 
to ask questions — is rarely done. Using a process of Ques-
tion and Solution Storming to explore real-world insights 
and actions, join one of three sessions Wednesday and 
Thursday focused around themes of Chautauqua’s 2021 
Season, including “Trust, Society and Democracy,” “Build-
ing a Culture of Empathy” and “The State of the Economy: 
Where Do We Go From Here?” For more information on 
this Education Department program, visit learn.chq.org.

CLSC Science Circle news
Doug Hamilton will discuss the epidemiology of COVID 
and other infectious diseases live at 9 a.m. Wednes-
day in the Hurlbut Church Sanctuary. This talk will 
be streamed on Zoom; request a link by emailing Sci-
enceTalksCHQ@gmail.com.

Story Time Near the Smith
Children and their families are invited to Story Time at 
10:30 a.m. today on Bestor Plaza (weather permitting). 
Stories are designed for ages 3 to 5.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
At 2:30 p.m. today join Nick and Sandi Stupiansky for a 
Garden Tour. Meet at the entrance to the Children’s 
School for a tour of the Children’s School Garden and the 
University Park Rain Gardens.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Duplicate Bridge is at 12:45 p.m. today at the CWC House.

Properties for Sale open house
Stop by the Visitors Center (Post Office Building) to pick up 
the list of properties for sale hosting an open house today.

Authors’ Hour
At 12:15 p.m. Thursday on Zoom, Judith Bowles (Unlocat-
able Source) and Jason Irwin (The History of Our Vagran-
cies) will read from their work for Week Seven’s Authors’ 
Hour. For more information, visit chq.org/fcwc.

Miami University of Ohio Alumni Reception
Miami University, in partnership with Chautauqua Insti-
tution, invites graduates, current students and spouses 
of Miami University to a reunion at 6:30 p.m. today on the 
front porch of the Athenaeum Hotel. Light hors d’oeuvres 
and a cash bar will be available.

Softball league news
There will be a Chautauqua softball women’s pickup game 
at 5 p.m. today at Sharpe Field. All skill levels are welcome, 
and extra equipment will be available. Contact Carrie at 512-
507-4232 or carriezachry@gmail.com for more information. 
From 4:30 to 6 p.m. Wednesday at Sharpe Field, anyone in-
terested in throwing or hitting a softball is weclome. Extra 
gloves are available.

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

PEO Reunion Tuesdays 11:45 a.m.
Sharon Thaweley’s home 
at 22 Vincent. 
Bring a bag lunch.

Sisters

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 

in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for 

$10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BULLETIN
BOARD

OLIVER

JORDYN RUSSELL
STAFF WRITER

Chautauqua Visual Arts will 
spotlight curator Valerie 
Cassel Oliver for the annual 
Leon and Gloria Plevin Fami-
ly Museum Director Lecture 
at 6:30 p.m. tonight on CHQ 
Assembly Virtual Porch. The 
annual lecture series was 
established in honor of the 
late Leon Plevin, husband to 
artist Gloria Plevin and avid 
supporter of the visual arts 
at Chautauqua.

Hailing from Houston, 
Oliver attended the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, go-
ing on to attend graduate 
school at Howard University. 
Presently, she serves as the 
Sydney and Frances Lewis 
Family Curator of Modern 

and Contemporary Art at 
the Richmond-based Virgin-
ia Museum of Fine Arts, one 
of the largest art museums 
in North America. 

Throughout her profes-
sional career, Oliver also 
acted as a senior curator for 
the Contemporary Arts Mu-
seum Houston for 16 years, 
where her work honed in 
on valuable topics such as 
inclusivity, representation 
and spotlighting artists of 
different social and cultural 
environments. Additionally, 
she served as the director of 
the Visiting Artist Program 
at the School of Art Institute 
of Chicago, and a program 
specialist at the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

As an experienced cura-
tor, Oliver has organized nu-
merous exhibitions includ-
ing various solo exhibitions 
such as “Annabeth Rosen: 
Fired, Broken, Gathered, 

Heaped (2017),” and “An-
gel Otero: Everything and 
Nothing (2016).”

In 2021, Oliver curat-
ed the unprecedented ex-
hibition “The Dirty South: 
Contemporary Art, Mate-
rial Culture, and the Son-
ic Impulse,” reemphasizing 
the importance of open di-
alogue in regard to urgent 
themes here in America. In 
this exhibition, Oliver de-
tails the intricate conver-
sations between art, music 
and everyday objects found 
in Southern culture.

“If you have blues or 
jazz as the American orig-
inal art form, what is the 
visual equivalent to that?” 
Oliver told ARTnews mag-
azine. “We don’t really look 
always in our backyard to 
understand the tributar-
ies toward modernism, but 
you can’t have modernism 
without the backyard of the 
South, and you don’t have a 
South without Black cul-
ture (because) Black cul-
ture is the origins.”

The live lecture will be 
followed by an open con-
versation and Q-and-A ses-
sion moderated by Sharon 
Louden, the Sydelle Sonkin 
and Herb Siegel Artistic Di-
rector of the Visual Arts. 
Audience members are en-
couraged to take part in 
this open dialogue.

CVA hosts curator Oliver for annual Plevin Lecture
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N E W S

Providing a regional per-
spective on the week’s ex-
ploration of the state of the 
U.S. economy, Week Seven 
program sponsor Erie In-
surance convenes a spe-
cial panel conversation at 
3:30 p.m. today in Fletcher 
Music Hall. The event will 
focus on what is required 
to rebuild the economy 
equitably, covering issues 
of equitable development, 
the importance of collab-
oration, American Rescue 
dollars, and DEI (diversity, 
equity and inclusion) work. 

“Complementing the 
week’s lectures from na-
tional experts, this discus-
sion gives the audience an 
opportunity to hear ways 
that our local communi-
ty is putting into practice 
some of the lessons learned 
during the week,” said Chris 
Marsh, Erie Insurance’s 
Chief Community and Eco-
nomic Development Offi-
cer, who will moderate the 
panel discussion. 

“Specifically, it provides 
an opportunity for the au-
dience to learn from lo-
cal practitioners about 
the work they are doing to 
move our economy from 
where it is today to where 
we would like it to be for 
the good of all,” Marsh said. 

Participating in the pan-
el conversation are James 
Grunke, president and CEO 
of the Erie Regional Cham-
ber; Patrick Fisher, execu-
tive director of Erie Arts & 
Culture; and Dan Taylor, ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
African American Chamber 
of Western Pennsylvania. 

Erie Insurance is a fre-
quent partner with Chau-
tauqua Institution, having 
recently served as program 
sponsor for the 2020 sea-
son’s final week on “The 
Future We Want, the World 
We Need: Collective Action 
for Tomorrow’s Challenges.”

“Erie Insurance has not 
only provided critical sup-
port for Chautauqua pro-
grams, but they’ve also 
been tremendous partners 
in thinking about region-
al expertise around issues 
that allow the larger com-
munity to consider how to 
bring a week’s conversation 
back to their home commu-
nities,” said Matt Ewalt, vice 
president and Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education. “We’re honored 
to be working alongside 
ERIE on such an important 
issue as how we rebuild our 
local, regional and national 
economies.”  

“We are all impacted by 
economic development de-
cisions no matter where we 

live and work,” Marsh said. 
“And while we may have 
unique cultures within our 
communities, the real les-
sons from the week are 
around how to create equi-
table, sustainable communi-
ties for generations to come 
regardless of geography.” 

Special Erie panel to apply regional lens 
to Week 7’s examination of the economy  

GRUNKETAYLOR

FISHER

chqdaily.comSARA TOTH
EDITOR

Pamela Bowers has spent 
more than 40 years work-
ing in personal performance 
and development, first in 
the corporate world and 
then the humanitarian and 
non-profit sector. She’s de-
signed and run leadership 
and management programs 
all across the world, training 
thousands of humanitarian 
workers, and worked with 
more than 30 United Na-
tions agencies.

Among that work is the 
International Diploma of 
Humanitarian Assistance, 
where in 1997, “we struggled 
to put two women into each 
group,” Bowers said. “That 
started to change in the ear-
ly 2000s, when we’d struggle 
sometimes to place two men 
into a group of seven (train-
ees). The number of women 
coming through humanitar-
ian work has been increas-
ing astronomically.”

Bowers will give a lecture 
as part of the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club “Chautau-
qua Speaks” series at 9 a.m. 
today on the CWC House 
Porch. Her talk is titled 
“Global Humanitarian Relief:  
The Positive Impact of Gen-
der and Diversity Training.”

Now, women are ap-
proaching humanitarian 
work at all levels and from 
all fields, but they’re still 
not represented in the same 
numbers at the highest ech-
elons of the organizations 
doing the work. For CWC, 
Bowers will be discussing 
the training programs she’s 

been involved in, and cre-
ated, over the years — in-
cluding her work at the In-
ternational Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Society, where she was head 
of training and development 
from 1995 to 2004. More 
recently, as the managing 
director of her own consult-
ing firm, Bowers has worked 
with the World Health Orga-
nization, UNICEF, the World 
Economic Forum, the Zurich 
Assistance Alliance, RCRS 

Glow Red, and the World 
Trade Organization, among 
many others. From the larg-
est humanitarian organiza-
tions to the smallest NGOs, 
Bowers has worked with 
them all — at every level.

“You’ve got women in the 
Red Cross who are min-
isters, doctors, surgeons, 
the volunteers at the very 
top, and their work is phe-
nomenally important,” she 
said. “But then at the oth-
er end, you have women 
working for these orga-
nizations, on the ground, 
who are simply trying to 
feed their kids. It’s those 
women who inspire me.”

This is what “grounds 
us all,” Bowers said — 
across countries and eco-
nomic statuses: The drive 
to provide and care for the 
next generation. 

“That’s all any of us 
want,” she said. “Some of 
us get a better opportuni-
ty to do that than others, 
but when you see us all 
fighting for that, it gives 
me goosebumps.”

Bowers to discuss training impact 
on humanitarian relief for CWC

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus performs Sunday in the Amphitheater. The performance included 
Fauré’s “Requiem” in rememberance of the victims of the COVID-19 pandemic.

A  R E Q U I E M  F O R  T H O S E  L O S T

BOWERS

To learn how to create your own ripples for the future, please call Jenny Stitely 
at 716-357-6409 or email her at jstitely@chq.org.

G I F T P L A N N I N G . C H Q . O R G

O F F I C E  O F  G I F T  P L A N N I N G,

Welcome to Week Seven:  

“The State of the Economy: Where Do We Go From Here?”

“You want to be the pebble in the pond 
that creates the ripple for change.” 

— Tim Cook, Apple CEO

You’ve probably never thought about how your estate gift is like 
a pebble in a pond. It is a small gesture with far-reaching impact.  
By naming Chautauqua as a beneficiary of your investment or 
retirement account or including us in your will or revocable trust, 
you are proudly telling future generations how much this special 
space means to you and the ripples from your pebble will be felt 
for years to come.
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“That’s	 a	 form	of	 illiberalism	
that	we	oppose	very	strongly.”

The	 organization	 also	
works closely with college 
students.	 As	well	 as	 having	
worked	 closely	 with	 small	

groups of students across 
100	 campuses,	 AEI	 also	 in-
vites around 300 students 
into	 their	 program.	 In	 this	
program,	students	come	to	
Washington	 D.C.	 for	 four-
week periods and take 
courses	with	their	scholars.

“What’s	 just	 terrific	 is	 if	

you look at the biographies 
of	these	kids,	they’re	very	di-
verse;	 they’re	 very	 interest-
ing;	 they’re	 very	 committed;	
they’re	 very	 patriotic,”	 Doar	
said.	“They	want	to	learn,	and	
they’re	 very	 capable,	 and	 so	
that’s	been	terribly	exciting.”

Doar	said	there	is	an	im-
balance in Hollywood and 
academia,	where	conserva-
tives	 find	 themselves	 out-
numbered.	 He	 said	 every-
one	needs	to	make	a	 larger	
effort	to	include	all	voices.	

“Having	 said	 that,”	 Doar	
said,	“I	think	the	country	is	a	
little less overly progressive 
and	liberal,	and	some	of	their	
resentments	 are	 caused	 by	
this sense that these other in-
stitutions,	the	media,	the	ac-
ademic	world,	 our	 culture	 is	
dominated	by	 a	 certain	 per-
spective	that	they	don’t	agree	
with, and that their voices are 
heard	or	appreciated.”

“Strum”	 is	 filled	 with	 dif-
ferent	 rhythms	 and	 melo-
dies	 that	 seem	to	 take	on	a	
life	 of	 their	 own.	 The	 piece	
features	a	pizzicato	element	
that adds extra texture and 
serves as the underlying 
rhythm	throughout.

The	program	will	contin-
ue as planned after the per-
formance	 of	 “Strum,”	 with	
Mozart’s	 Wind	 Serenade	 in	
C	 Minor,	 K.	 388	 (384a)	 and	
Richard	 Strauss’	 Suite	 in	
B-flat	Major,	Op.	4.	

The Serenade in C Minor 
lets the audience experi-
ence a different side of Mo-
zart,	with	its	minor	key	and	
dark	tones.	

“Mozart	 usually	writes	 in	
major	 keys	 with	 a	 few	 no-
table	 exceptions,”	 said	 Sean	

Gordon,	 bassoonist.	 “This	
C	Minor	 key	 is	 very	 stormy	
and	tumultuous,	and	so	it’s	a	
unique	piece	in	that	respect.	
It	 starts	 off	 really	 strong-
ly with a big bold C Minor 
arpeggio.	 As	 far	 as	 Mozart	
goes,	 it’s	 a	 very	 dark	 piece,	
but	at	the	same	time	it’s	still	
got the playful characteris-
tics	of	Mozart.”

The	four-movement	piece	
features clarinets, oboe, 
bassoon and horns with a 
special bassoon feature in 
the	last	movement.	

“The	last	movement,	which	
is	really	tricky,	is	a	theme	and	
variations,”	Gordon	said.	“And	
toward the end, it has a really 
virtuosic 16th note with that 
rapid pace where bassoons 
will	be	playing.	 In	 this	piece,	
there’s	 so	 much	 going	 on	 …	
for	every	instrument,	and	for	
the	bassoon,	 than	you’d	typ-

ically hear in a full orchestra 
concert.”

The addition of the horns 
with the woodwind section 
adds a different texture 
and color that the audience 
normally	 wouldn’t	 get	 to	
experience in a full orches-
tral	performance.	

“The horn can kind of 
chameleon	 between	 the	
brass section in the wood-
wind section because 
it’s	 got	 that	 more	 mellow	
sound, and it really blends 
well and adds a lot of 
warmth	into	the	woodwind	
sound	 that	 might	 be	 hard	
to	 get	 otherwise,”	 Gordon	
said.	 “The	 horns	 replacing	
the	 flutes	 in	 this	 perfor-
mance	 gives	 it	 a	 little	 bit	
more	 balance	 between	 the	
uppers	and	lowers.”

The	 four-movement	
Strauss Suite in B Minor suc-

cessfully features solos yet 
also	 blends	 the	 instruments	
together	 for	 a	 Romantic	 and	
expressive	piece.	

“It’s	 very	 contrapuntal,	
and it shows a lot of ear-
ly	 Strauss	 and	 what’s	 to	
come,”	 Gordon	 said.	 “We’ll	
start	 with	 motives	 that	
will penetrate through the 
piece,	 and	 you’ll	 hear	 simi-
lar	rhythms	from	one	move-
ment	to	another	with	simi-
lar note patterns and pitch 
patterns.	 And	 sometimes	
we’ll	do	them	upside	down,	
sometimes	 we’ll	 do	 them	
backwards.	You	might	con-
sciously	 notice	 that	 you’re	
basically listening to these 
microcosmic	 little	 things	
over	and	over	again,	and	it’s	
really very characteristic of 
Strauss and what his later 
works	will	become.”

Following	 a	 dramatic	 first	

movement,	the	second	move-
ment,	 “Romanze,”	 features	 a	
clarinet	 solo.	When	 it	comes	
to the CSO, Music Director 
and Conductor Rossen Mi-
lanov	 allows	 the	 musicians	
their	own	freedom	of	artistic	
expression	on	stage.	

“So in this case, the clar-
inet starts off with the sug-
gestion of a phrase and the 
other	 instruments	 pick	 it	
up,	 so	 it’s	 like	 a	 dialogue,”	
Eban	 said.	 “We	 have	 Mae-
stro Milanov, and he trusts 
his	 players	 to	 move	 with	 a	
certain	amount	of	freedom.	
With	 a	 moment	 like	 this,	
I	 will	 be	 allowed	 to	 shape	
things	 the	 way	 I	 want.	 It’s	
a	 Romantic	 piece,	 early	
Strauss, and bittersweet in 
some	 ways	 —	 so	 that’s	 the	
approach	I’ll	try	to	take	with	
sound	and	with	phrasing.”

The	musicians	tonight	are	

excited to have this oppor-
tunity to be on stage in an 
intimate	setting	performing	
pieces	 that	 they	 normal-
ly	 wouldn’t	 perform	 on	 the	
Amp	stage.	

“Each	person	has	 a	more	
prominent	 role,”	 Gordon	
said.	“I	definitely	feel	like	I’m	
creating	a	much	bigger	con-
tribution to the whole en-
semble,	 and	any	 time	 that	 I	
have	to	play,	I	can	be	heard.	
Working	 more	 closely	 with	
my	wind-playing	colleagues	
to really explore those tex-
tures,	 I	 learn	 more	 about	
how	to	play	with	the	section.	
We	build	more	and	more	in-
stincts	for	each	other’s	play-
ing and we start to gravitate 
more	toward	each	other	ar-
tistically.	And	so	these	con-
certs,	 I	 think,	 really	help	us	
to	create	an	even	more	cap-
tivating	sound.”

Another possibility is 
Harvard’s	 more	 diverse	
pool	 of	 students,	 he	 said.	
When he was an under-
graduate student, he said 
most	 students	came	 from	
schools in New York or 
New England, particularly 
prep	schools.

“That percentage is way 
down,	and	it’s	matched	by	
an	increase	in	the	number	
of	 people	 from	 elsewhere	
in the United States and 
elsewhere	in	the	world,”	he	
said.	 “I	 think	 the	 reach	 of	
the	college	in	terms	of	the	
kinds of people it attracts 
is	much	greater	now.”

Moreover, Harvard has 
a gigantic pool of appli-
cants	 with	 little	 room	
to	 swim.	 He	 estimated	
around 50,000 students 
apply each year, and only 
around 1,650 are accept-
ed,	meaning	an	average	of	
around 3% of applicants 
are	accepted.		

Friedman’s	 two	 other	
books for a general audi-
ence are The Moral Con-
sequences of Economic 
Growth (2005)	 and	 Day 
of Reckoning: The Conse-
quences of American Eco-
nomic Policy Under Rea-

gan and After (1988).	
His 2021 book is a his-

tory of ideas, he said, 
whereas his last book was 
about the interaction of 
economics	with	social	and	
political	history.

“Importantly,	 in	 this	
(new)	 book,	 it	 turned	 out	
that the role of religious 
thinking	 was	 not	 just	
powerful, but central in 
the	 emergence	 and	 sub-
sequent evolution of eco-
nomic	ideas	that	I	was	ex-
ploring,”	he	said.	

Although	 he	 mentioned	
religion and religious 
thinking in his previous 
books, it did not have as 
much	 of	 a	 spotlight	 as	 it	
does	in	this	newest	one.	

Additionally, he covers 
a wider range of history 
in his new book, exploring 
the	timeline	from	the	Bible	
through the New Testa-
ment,	 to	 the	early	church	
fathers,	 the	 Reformation,	
the evolution of religious 
history, the 18th century 
and to the present day, he 
said.	 In	 his	 last	 book,	 his	
earliest	data	was	from	the	
early	1800s,	he	said.	

“The	 book	 comes	 right	
up so the last chapter very 
frontally addresses the 
role of religious thinking 
in our current day debate 
on	 economics	 and	 eco-
nomic	policy	 in	 the	polit-
ical sphere in the United 
States,”	he	said.	

Friedman	 did	 not	 get	
data	 from	 the	 2020	 elec-
tion	when	he	was	finishing	
the book, but does have 

data up to the 2016 elec-
tion,	he	said.	

For his lecture, he wants 
to	 highlight	 religion’s	 in-
fluence	on	the	economy.

“The	 unifying	 theme	 is	
that religious thinking has 
been a very powerful in-
fluence	on	the	early	devel-
opment	of	and	subsequent	
evolution	 of	 economic	
thinking,	 right	 from	 the	
beginning	of	modern	eco-
nomics,”	he	said.	

The	 common	 narrative,	
he	said,	was	modern,	West-
ern	economics	 is	based	on	
the	 Enlightenment,	 and	
that	he	agreed.	

“But then people nor-
mally	 go	 on	 from	 there	
to conclude that because 
the	 Enlightenment	 was	
not	 about	 religion.	 …	 If	
anything the Enlighten-
ment	 is	 seen	 as	 a	 move-
ment	 away	 from	 religion,	
therefore people conclude 
that	 the	 development	 of	
economics	 in	our	modern	
sense has nothing to do 
with	religion,”	he	said.	

Friedman	hopes	 he	 dis-
proved this idea in his 
book, and will argue why in 
today’s	lecture.

Looking	 at	modern	 day,	
he	 still	 sees	 a	 significant	
religious	 influence	 on	 the	
economy,	 especially	 in	 the	
United States, and he will 
also	discuss	that.

“Religious thinking has 
been and continues to be 
very	 important,”	 he	 said,	
“even	 in	 this	realm	where	
it’s	 normally	 not	 taken	 to	
be	important.”
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WEEK
SEVEN
The State of the Economy: Where 
Do We Go From Here?

PROGRAM SPONSOR

Robert Doar’s 10:30 a.m.  
lecture has been designated part 
of Chautauqua’s programming in 
applied ethics, funded through 
the generosity of the David and 
Joan Lincoln Family Fund for 
Applied Ethics.

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures or 
livestream programming? 
Join CHQ Asssembly 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua.

Visit assembly.chq.org
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L E C T U R E

NICK DANLAG 
STAFF WRITER

If Warren Buffett was on a 
desert island and only had 
access to one indicator to 
see how well the economy 
is faring, he would choose 
freight rail. This is because, 
as Nancy Marshall-Genzer 
said, what society moves on 
those trains is the economy. 

“I started loving trains 
when my kids were little. 
They grew out of it. I didn’t,” 
said Marshall-Genzer, senior 
reporter at American Pub-
lic Media’s “Marketplace,” 
a nonprofit news organi-
zation that promotes eco-
nomic intelligence. “Those 
intermodal trains are just 
running with the consumer 
goods that people are de-
manding, and that’s a good 
sign. It shows that people 
have money to spend, and 
they’re willing to spend it.”

In July 2021, freight rail was 
up 3% from the same month 
in 2020, though it has been 
harder to gauge how well of 
an indicator freight is this 
year. This is because many 
U.S. ports are backed up with 
ships, in part because the 
Suez Canal was blocked for a 
week earlier this year due to a 
ship running aground. 

August, Marshall-Gen-
zer said, will be a very im-
portant month for the U.S. 
economy because products 
for Christmas will start ar-
riving. If they arrive late, 
because of labor shortages 
or problems at ports, stores 
will offset the shortages by 
raising prices. 

At “Marketplace,” Mar-
shall-Genzer reports “on the 
intersection of Washington 
and Wall Street, explain-
ing how the decisions made 
here impact your wallet,” 
according to her bio on the 
nonprofit’s website. At 10:30 
a.m. on Monday at the Am-
phitheater, Marshall-Genzer 

explored several indicators, 
from freight rails to con-
sumer spending, of how well 
the economy is doing and 
why those aspects are be-
lieved to be important. This 
was the first lecture of Week 
Seven’s theme of “The State 
of the Economy: Where Do 
We Go From Here?”

The six indicators Mar-
shall-Genzer delved into 
were consumer spending, 
freight rail, consumer confi-
dence, inflation, unemploy-
ment rates and GDP.

The second indicator 
was consumer spending, 
which drives 70% of the 
U.S. economy. 

In June 2021, consum-
er spending had grown 1%, 
though it dropped one-
tenth of a percent in May. 
She said this recent in-
crease is mainly attributed 
to growing comfort among 
consumers who are spend-
ing money for restaurants, 
airlines and hotels. 

The COVID-19 Delta vari-
ant, she said, may cause con-
sumers to spend less money 
in the coming months — 
though economists predict 
a massive uptick in spend-
ing, as much as 9%, after the 
pandemic because people 
have saved up money during 
COVID-19. Marshall-Genzer 
said this would be the larg-
est increase in the indicator 
since 1946, right after World 
War II ended.

The third indicator was 
consumer confidence. In the 
Consumer Confidence Index 
by The Conference Board, 
economists interview 3,000 
consumers a month, and ask 
them about their views on 
the economy and their own 
financial situations, such as 
how secure they, and peo-
ple they know, are in their 
jobs; if they would consider 
buying a house; and their 
thoughts on the stock mar-

ket. They found optimism 
has grown from June to July.

She said expectations 
about inflation are espe-
cially important.

“If they expect prices to 
increase, they go to their 
bosses and say, ‘I want a 
raise.’ Their boss gives them 
a raise. The boss may pass 
that cost onto his consum-
ers or her consumers, and 
they end up paying high-
er prices,” Marshall-Gen-
zer said. “That’s called the 
wage-price spiral.”

The fourth indicator was 
inflation. She said older and 
less-educated Americans tend 
to expect higher inflation.

“Now that makes sense, 
because many of them are 
living on fixed incomes,” 
Marshall-Genzer said. “So, 
they tend to track prices 
more closely.”

The Core Personal Con-
sumption Expenditure 
Price Index (CORE PCE), 
was up 3.5% in July, the 
biggest gain since Decem-
ber 1991, which is over the 
target of 2% inflation. 

The fifth indicator was 
GDP, gross domestic product. 
This year during the second 
quarter, the GDP grew, she 
said, “at a screaming 6.5% an-
nualized rate.” Marshall-Gen-
zer said this was due to 
restaurants and music venues 
opening, and people spending 
money, as well as government 
loans to small businesses

“GDP won’t stop growing 
after this summer. This is 
partly because of the all-im-
portant holiday shopping 
season. Retailers are plan-
ning for and hoping for lots 
of retail consumer spend-
ing,” Marshall-Genzer said.

The sixth indicator was 
unemployment rates. In July 
2021, the U.S. unemployment 
rate, she said, was 5.5%, 
which is 6 million people less 
than at the start of COVID-19. 

“There are more than 9 
million job openings across 
the country, and rough-
ly one unemployed Ameri-
can for each of those jobs, 
but employers say they still 
can’t find enough workers,” 
Marshall-Genzer said. “So 
what’s going on?”

She attributed people not 
taking these openings to how 
long looking for a new job 
takes, fears about COVID-19, 
and unemployment benefits. 
Marshall-Genzer said more 
people are not returning to 
the jobs they were laid off 
from, and job searches can 
sometimes take months. She 
also said some people are 
hesitant to return to fields 
where they have regular close 
contact with strangers, espe-
cially given the spread of the 
Delta variant of COVID-19. 

Unemployment benefits, 
which were raised during 
the pandemic, are being 
reeled in by the state gov-
ernments to encourage peo-
ple to work again, she said.

“It’s not clear yet if that’s 
worked,” Marshall-Genzer 
said. “Maybe because we 
don’t have all the data. We’ll 
know a lot more in the mid-
dle of the month when we 
get state-level jobs data.”

Though other factors, 
which Marshall-Genzer 
called wildcards, can prove 
economists’ predictions 
wrong. The biggest wildcard 
is COVID-19.

“If consumers need to 
stop going out to eat, can-
cel their trips, the econ-
omy would take it,” Mar-
shall-Genzer said.

Marshall-Genzer ended 
her lecture by talking about 
about her own work.

“I hope this wasn’t too 
nerdy for you but I really 
do like freight trains, and I 
love diving into the details,” 
Marshall-Genzer said. “As 
a journalist, all I can really 

do, with the help of these 
economists, is make some 
educated guesses, and hope 
consumers keep doing their 
job, spending, safely, even if 
they have to wear a mask.”

As part of the Q-and-A 
session, Emily Morris, se-
nior vice president and chief 
brand officer, asked Mar-
shall-Genzer if more afflu-
ent people are more repre-
sented in consumer indexes. 

Marshall-Genzer said 
this was the case. 

“It’s really hard to get 
polls right,” Marshall-Gen-
zer said. “It’s hard to reach 
people who are struggling.”

During one story she re-
ported on for “Marketplace,” 
Marshall-Genzer looked for 

an American who was strug-
gling to pay for health care. 
The person she found had 
been putting off gallblad-
der surgery because they 
couldn’t afford it.

“When she finally did get 
insurance, it cost $4,000, 
and she’s still paying off 
that debt,” Marshall-Genzer 
said. “She has slipped discs 
in her back. She has skin 
problems. She needs a root 
canal. She’s doing all that.”

And Marshall-Genzer was 
lucky to be able to interview 
that person. 

“It is equally hard to 
reach low-income people, 
and they’re the people that 
we worry about the most,” 
Marshall-Genzer said.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Nancy Marshall-Genzer, senior reporter for American Public Media’s “Marketplace,” speaks Monday in the Amphitheater, opening the theme of “The State of the Economy: Where Do We Go From Here?”

‘Marketplace’ senior reporter Marshall-Genzer explores state of economy

As a journalist, all I can really do, with the help of 
these economists, is make some educated guesses, 
and hope consumers keep doing their job, spending, 
safely, even if they have to wear a mask.”

—NANCY MARSHALL-GENZER
Senior reporter, 

“Marketplace”
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R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Take one step today to be a neighbor to those you will never know, says Harper

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Baptist House
Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume in 2022.

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
A service of Blessing and 
Healing will be held at 10 
a.m. weekdays in Randell 
Chapel at the UCC Society 
Headquarters. This service 
provides a few quiet min-
utes in a very busy sched-
ule. Please consider joining 
us to pray for yourself, for 
a friend or just to spend 
some quiet time. COVID-19 
protocols will be observed.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Masses are held at 8 a.m. and 
noon weekdays in the Epis-
copal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. Our Tuesday So-
cial Hours will resume in 
2022.

Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads “Talmudic Every-
day Ethics,” a discussion 
that focuses on using the 
Talmud and other Jewish 
sources as guides for ev-
eryday ethical issues, from 
9:15 to 10:10 a.m. today at 
the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and also via Zoom. 
Visit www.cocweb.org to 
log in to our classes.

Esther Vilenkin pres-
ents “Historical Sketches,” 
a discussion of influences 
on Chassidism, its funda-
mental principles, and how 
it affects Jews in Poland, 
Russia and the world at 
large. This discussion will 
be held from 9:15 to 10 a.m. 
Wednesday at the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House and 
also via Zoom.

Chautauqua Dialogues
The Dialogues will resume 
in the 2022 season.

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion takes 
place from 8:30 to 8:35 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove.

Christian Science House
The Social Hour is at 2:30 
p.m. today on the porch. The 
Testimony Meeting will be 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in 
the Chapel at the Christian 
Science House.

The Reading Room is 
open 24/7 for reflection and 
prayer. The Bible lesson, 
“Soul,” may be read along 
with current and archived 
copies of Christian Science 
periodicals, including the 
Christian Science Monitor 
and access to church-based 
resources on the computer. 
All are welcome.

Disciples of Christ
Join us at the 2:30 p.m. Social 
Hour today for refreshments 
at the Disciples Headquar-
ters House. The Rev. Marilyn 
Fiddmont, vice president of 
the Christian Church Foun-
dation for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in the U.S. and Canada, in-
vites thought about “Practi-
cal Ways to Create a Legacy.” 
She will help guide consid-
eration of how to create a 
legacy plan that will benefit 
the causes that have been 
meaningful to our lives.

ECOC
The Ecumenical Commu-
nity of Chautauqua invites 
all to enjoy lemonade and 
cookies at 2:30 p.m. today in 
front of our historic build-
ings. Learn about this great 
place to stay while enjoying 
an afternoon snack.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
The chapel is open from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays 
for prayer and meditation. 
Anyone wishing to visit Jar-
ed Jacobsen’s final resting 
place in the Columbarium 
is welcome to stop by the 
chapel during these hours.

Episcopal Cottage
Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume at a later date.

Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
“Fiddler: Miracle of Mira-
cles” (2019; 90 minutes) is a  
documentary is filled with 
anecdotes, interviews and 
archival footage about the 
making of “Fiddler on the 
Roof.” View the film online 
from through 5 p.m. Friday 
on assembly.chq.org.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food 
items for the Ashville Food 
Pantry. Donations may be 
dropped off at any time at 
the Scott entrance of Hurl-
but Church, where the door 
will be unlocked all season.

Hebrew Congregation
Join us for Hebrew Congre-
gation Conversations from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. today on 
the Everett Jewish Life 
Center Porch.

A Shabbat dinner will be 
held at 6:15 p.m. Friday, Aug. 
13 in the Parlor Room at the 
Athenaeum Hotel. Prepaid 
tickets are required. For 
reservations, call Laura Ar-
nold (412-401-9016).

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cook-
ing, and everyone’s invited. 
The church serves lunch 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
weekdays and a complete 
turkey dinner from 5 to 7 
p.m. Thursdays at Hurlbut 
Church. All proceeds ben-
efit the mission and minis-
tries of the Hurlbut Church. 
Meals are eat-in or takeout.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and meditation 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

Labyrinth
Chautauquans have an op-
portunity to walk the Lab-
yrinth, located next to 
Turner Community Center 
just north of the parking 
lot. The Labyrinth is always 
open for quiet meditation. 
Bring your gate pass.

Lutheran House
All are invited to enjoy Lu-
theran punch and cookies 
at the 2:30 p.m. Social Hour 
today on the front porch of 
Lutheran House. Members 
of Zion Lutheran Church in 
Frewsburg, New York, host 
this event.

Mystic Heart Meditation
Kainat Norton and Muinud-
din Smith lead sessions on 
Sufism 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
weekdays in the Marion 
Lawrence Room in Hurlbut 

Church, second floor. Enter 
via the side door on Scott 
Avenue. An elevator is avail-
able. Consult http://themy-
sticheart.org/index.html 
for more information.

Presbyterian
Presbyterian House invites 
all Chautauquans for coffee 
on the porch following the 
weekday morning worship 
and preceding the 10:30 
a.m. lecture. All are wel-
comed. However, because 
adequate social distanc-
ing cannot be maintained 
on our porch, all persons 
ages 12 and older who have 
not been fully vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 must 
wear a mask at all times.

Join us for Popsicles on 
the Porch at 2:30 p.m. today 
at the Presbyterian House.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)
Join us for Social Hour 
at 2:30 p.m. today at the 
Quaker House at 28 Ames 
as we celebrate its first 
season. All are welcome.

George Lakey, Philadel-
phia Yearly Meeting, pres-
ents “Quaker Perspectives 
on Economics” at a Brown 
Bag lunch at noon Wednes-
day at Quaker House and 
via Zoom (email friend@
quakerchq.org).

Unitarian Universalist
Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume in 2022.

United Church of Christ
Join us for our 2:30 p.m. 
Social Hour today at UCC 
Society Headquarters. The 
Rev. Quinn G. Caldwell 
shares his faith journey and 
joins in conversation with 
those gathered. Refresh-
ments are served.

United Methodist
All are welcome to stop by 
our porch for coffee be-
tween morning worship and 

the 10:30 a.m. lecture.
The Rev. Heather Wil-

liams leads a discussion on 
“The Laborers in the Vine-
yard” based on Short Sto-
ries by Jesus: The Enigmatic 
Parables of a Controversial 
Rabbi, by Amy-Jill Levine, at 
the Chaplain’s Chat at noon 
today on the porch of the 
United Methodist House.

Members of Indian Falls 
United Methodist Church 
in Corfu, New York, host 
the 2:30 p.m. Social Hour 
today on the porch.

The Rev. J. Paul Womack 
and Joe Lewis lead a Bible 
study, “A Jewish and Chris-
tian Perspective on Some 
Teachings of Jesus,” at 7 
p.m. in our chapel.

All knitters are invited 
for an hour of “needles and 
conversation … just for fun” 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday on the 
porch of the United Meth-
odist House.

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
weekdays in the sanctuary of 
Hurlbut Memorial Church.

The Rev. Elizabeth 
Thompson presents a Posi-
tive Path for Spiritual Living 
lecture, “Part two: Walking 
the Talk of Dynamic Life in 
a Drama Free ZONE” at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday on Zoom 
and Facebook Live (details at 
www.unitychq.org). In a life 
that is creatively dynamic, 
one can reduce the drama by 
intentionally creating drama 
free zones while learning to 
live in partnership with Uni-
versal Principles that govern 
all creation.

Women in Ministry
Women in Ministry will 
meet at noon Wednesday 
in Randell Chapel at the 
UCC Society Headquarters. 
Anyone with an interest in 
ministry is invited to join to 
share stories. All COVID-19 
protocols will be observed.

“I just bought my family’s old house in South Phil-
adelphia, and I am learning to be a neighbor. My 
family has been in the Point Breeze neighborhood 
for 70 years,” Lisa Sharon Harper said. “What does 

it mean to be a neighbor in an area that is gentrifying, with 
people who have lived there for 50 or 60 years, or the new 
guard, who are looking for an affordable place to live?”

Harper preached at the 9 a.m. worship service Mon-
day in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “The 
Neighbor You’ll Never Know.” The Scripture reading was 
Luke 10: 25-27.

She asked the congregation, “How do we find ways to 
be neighbors in a world that is shifting? And, as I will do 
every day, we need to remember the first people here, 
the Seneca and Erie people and the six nations of the 
Iroquois Confederation. We need to thank them for being 
good stewards of the land.”

Jesus was standing in his own land with his own people, 
their own houses and own history, but they were con-
quered by the Romans. A lawyer, a young student, asked Je-
sus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus asked 
him what was written in the law. The student told Jesus the 
law said to love God and your neighbor. 

“Jesus told him he answered rightly,” Harper said. 
“Then the student wanted to go a step further and asked, 
‘Who is my neighbor?’ It was a legitimate question, but 
Jesus never answered it.”

She asked, “Is the man on the dangerous road a neigh-
bor? Is the priest who passes by a neighbor? Was the Lev-
ite a neighbor? But the Samaritan went across the road. 
But the Samaritan bandaged the man and put antiseptic 
on his wounds. But the Samaritan used his own gas to get 
the man to an inn and took care of him. But the Samaritan 
gave the innkeeper two days’ wages and said he would be 
back to cover the expenses if the innkeeper spent more.”

Jesus flipped the script on the lawyer, Harper said. “The 
lawyer was trying to find out who he could put off his ‘need 
to love’ list. Jesus asked, who was the neighbor to the in-
jured man? What does it mean to be a neighbor?”

Who was the man who was going down the dangerous 
road from Jerusalem to Jericho? Was he using this dan-
gerous road so he did not have to go into Samaria, the 
enemy of the Jewish people?

“The Samaritan is the neighbor. The student of the law 
was trying to X people off his ‘need to love list,’ ” she said. 
“Jesus told the lawyer that love without limits would let 
him inherit eternal life.”

She asked the congregation: What does it mean to 
love without limits? “It means to renounce our fear of 
our neighbor’s needs. It means knowing their names and 

listening to their stories and talking regularly. How do we 
love the neighbors we will never know? With respect for 
the image of God in them and acknowledging they have 
the ability to exercise dominion in the world.”

Harper asked, what if those in power did not structure 
their lives so they never had to meet these neighbors? 

“Would they go and not bring solutions, but listen to peo-
ple’s stories and find solutions together?” she asked. “Would 
they not turn away, but stop the bleeding and make the world 
as it should be? ‘Justice’ is when things are as they should be.”

Those who are at the bottom are there because our 
government put them there, Harper asserted. “They have 
brought us to this place where we allow our neighbors to 
lie bleeding.”

As an example, she cited the 48 states that are trying 
to suppress voting rights for people of color, women, the 
elderly and college students. They are grabbing at power, 
she said, because they are afraid.

“If we wanted to love our neighbors in these 48 states, we 
would end the filibuster, pass HR1, restore the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act, help the nonpartisan Poor People’s Campaign 
and raise the minimum wage,” she told the congregation.

She continued, “Can you walk through today without X-ing 
anyone off your ‘need to love’ list? Will you choose to love the 
neighbor you will never know? If you have one step to take to-
day, may you take that step, and find Jesus on that road.”

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, vice president of reli-
gion and senior pastor at Chautauqua Institution, pre-

sided. The Rev. Paul Womack, interim pastor of Hurlbut 
Memorial Community United Methodist Church, read the 
Scripture. Joshua Stafford, who holds the Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist and is director of sacred music, 
played “Andante con moto e poco rubato,” from “Three 
Preludes” by George Gershwin. Members of the Motet 
Choir sang “Ubi Caritas,” with music by Maurice Duru-
flé and words by Paulinus of Aquileia. The postlude was 
“Allegro ben ritmato e deciso,” from “Three Preludes” by 
George Gershwin. The Alison and Craig Marthinsen En-
dowment for the Department of Religion provides support 
for this week’s services and chaplain.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Lisa Sharon Harper, founder and president of Freedom Road, preaches Sunday in the Amphitheater.

If we wanted to love our neighbors in these 48 states, 
we would end the filibuster, pass HR1, restore the 
1965 Voting Rights Act, help the nonpartisan Poor 
People’s Campaign and raise the minimum wage.”

—LISA SHARON HARPER
Founder and president, 

Freedom Road
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M U S I C

SYMPHONY NOTES
BY DAVID LEV Y

“Strum” for Strings 
Jessie Montgomery 

Born in New York City in 1981, 
African American composer, 
musician and educator Jes-
sie Montgomery is one of the 
most vital voices of her gen-
eration. Her studies began 
at Manhattan’s Third Street 
Music School Settlement. 
She later went on to receive a 
degree in violin performance 
at Juilliard and a master’s 
degree in composition for 
film and multimedia at New 
York University (2012). She 
has been actively involved 
with the Detroit-based 
Sphinx Organization in sup-
porting and encouraging 
young African American and 
Latinx string instrumen-
talists. Her works have been 
performed by many signif-
icant arts institutions (Or-
pheus Chamber Orchestra, 
American Composers Or-
chestra, Atlanta Symphony, 
to name but a few). She also 
has worked collaboratively 
with numerous colleagues 
in both music and dance. 
“Strum” began its life as a 
string quintet in 2006. She 
later made a string quartet 
version (2008), reaching its 
final version in 2012 in cel-
ebration of the 15th annual 
Sphinx Competition. 

In her own program notes 
for “Strum,” Jessie Montgom-
ery wrote: 

“Originally conceived 
for the formation of a cello 
quintet, the voicing is often 
spread wide over the en-
semble, giving the music an 
expansive quality of sound. 
Within ‘Strum,’ I utilized 
texture motives, layers of 
rhythmic or harmonic os-
tinati that string together 
to form a bed of sound for 
melodies to weave in and 
out. The strumming piz-
zicato serves as a texture 
motive and the primary 
driving rhythmic underpin-
ning of the piece. Drawing 
on American folk idioms 
and the spirit of dance and 
movement, the piece has a 

kind of narrative that be-
gins with fleeting nostalgia 
and transforms into ecstat-
ic celebration.”

Living up to its title, the 
work uses extensive piz-
zicato (plucking) effects, 
evoking the idea of a banjo, 
over which evocative mu-
sical fragments are played 
(arco) with the bow. In ka-
leidoscope fashion, the mu-
sic shifts from idea to idea, 
keeping the listeners on 
their toes from start to fin-
ish. The work, in its string 
quartet version, has been 
recorded by the Catalyst 
Quartet as part of the album 
Strum: Music for Strings 
(2015) on the Azica label. 

Serenade in C Minor, K. 
388 (384a) 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
was born Jan. 27, 1756, in 
Salzburg. He died on Dec. 
5, 1791, in Vienna. The Ser-
enade in C Minor, K. 388 
(384a) was composed in 1782 
or early 1783. The composer 
thought well enough of it to 
later transcribe it for string 
quintet in 1788 (K. 406/516b). 
The “K” number used for 
Mozart’s works refers to the 
name Ludwig Ritter von 
Köchel, who first issued the 
Chronolog ical-Thematic 
Catalogue of the Complete 
Works of Wolfgang Amadé 
Mozart in 1862. The Köchel 
catalogue has been updated 
and revised many times to 
keep pace with musicolog-
ical revelations. The Sere-
nade in C Minor is scored for 
two oboes, two clarinets, two 
bassoons and two horns.

Throughout his all-too-
brief life, Mozart never 
considered it beneath his 
dignity to provide music 
for parties. The genre of 
composition known as the 
serenade, in fact, may be 
deemed among the earliest 
examples of background or 
“restaurant” music. This 
should be taken only in the 
sense that it was created to 

lend a festive atmosphere 
to an occasion, rather than 
to draw attention to itself 
as a piece intended for “se-
rious” listening. As is the 
case with nearly every-
thing he wrote, however, 
Mozart’s serenades make 
for rewarding and delight-
ful attentive listening. 

Mozart composed three 
larger-scaled Serenades 
for Wind Instruments in 
the early 1780s, a period 
during which he was plan-
ning his break from the 
Prince-Archbishop’s pro-
vincial court in Salzburg. 
Movements from the Sere-
nade in B-flat Major, K. 361 
(370a), known as the “Gran 
Partita,” may be familiar to 
those who have seen Milos 
Forman’s film Amadeus. In 
the case of the Serenade 
in C Minor, the seriousness 
and depth of expression 
of its music transcends 
any other work of its kind, 
leading it to be known by 
some as “Nachtmusik.” The 
term here, however, could 
never be confused with the 
lighter serenade for strings 
known as “Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik.” The wind ser-
enade is, rather, a somber 
composition in four move-
ments that comes closer 
in mood to Mozart’s Piano 
Concerto in the same key, 
K. 491 (1788). Of particular 
interest is the weight giv-
en to the third movement, 
Minuet and Trio. The Min-
uet section is a strict can-
on (or round) between the 
oboes and the bassoons, 
while the central Trio is 

also a canon, whereby the 
response is an inversion of 
the melody. The work’s fi-
nale is a set of variations in 
which the dark mood ulti-
mately yields to a brighter 
ending in the major mode; 
a kind of “happy ending” 
known in the world of op-
era as a “lieto fine.” 

Suite in B-flat Major, 
Op. 4  
Richard Strauss 

Richard Strauss was born in 
Munich on June 11, 1864, and 
died in Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen on Sept. 8, 1949. He 
was not related to the Vien-
nese Strauss family of waltz 
fame, although he composed 
some impressive waltzes 
that are incorporated in 
his larger works. A brilliant 
conductor and composer, 
Strauss first came to pub-
lic attention as a composer 
because of his sensation-
al symphonic poems com-
posed during the 1880s. At 
the beginning of the 20th 
century, Strauss turned his 
attention to the world of 
opera, shocking the oper-
atic establishment with the 
high-powered sexuality and 
violence of Salomé (1905) 
and Elektra (1909). Strauss 
later chose somewhat 
less scandalous subjects 
for his operas, beginning 
with his first collabora-
tion with the Austrian poet 
and playwright, Hugo von 
Hofmannsthal, Der Rosen-
kavalier (1911). Strauss com-
posed his Suite in B-flat 
Major, Op. 4 in 1884, and it 

was first performed on Nov. 
18, 1884, in Munich with the 
composer leading members 
of the Meiningen Orches-
tra. Like his earlier Sere-
nade, Op. 7 (1881), the work 
scored for two flutes, two 
oboes, two clarinets, two 
bassoons, contrabassoon 
and four horns.

In many respects, Rich-
ard Strauss was the “bad 
boy” of his generation, 
composing orchestral com-
positions and operas that 
were shocking to his con-
temporary audiences. Nev-
ertheless, the bookends 
of his career were marked 
by works of a far gentler 
nature. While works com-
posed toward the end of his 
life, such as the Oboe Con-
certo and Four Last Songs, 
are well known, we do not 
often hear some of the 
works from the earlier stag-
es of his oeuvre. Growing 
up, the young Richard was 
surrounded by music. The 
French horn was especially 
near and dear to the com-
poser’s heart, as it was the 
instrument superbly wield-
ed by his father, Franz Jo-
seph Strauss, in the Munich 
Court Orchestra. Franz, 
along with composer and 
theorist Ludwig Thuille, 
were the primary influ-
encers on the young Rich-
ard. His father’s direction 
of an amateur orchestra, 
the Wilde Gung’l, gave the 
precocious youth hands-on 
experience with the art of 
orchestration. This primary 
education bore extraordi-
nary fruit as the composer 
entered into his maturity. 

After the success of 
his Serenade for Winds in 
E-flat, Op. 7 in 1881-82, the 
young Richard Strauss de-
cided to try his luck once 
again in the genre of Har-
moniemusik. Still hearken-
ing back to the spirit of the 
18th century, Strauss, using 
the same instrumentation, 
fashioned the Suite, Op. 4 
(a later work than the Sere-

nade, despite its lower opus 
number). The important 
conductor, Hans von Bülow, 
thought well enough of the 
Suite to place it into the 
repertoire of the Meiningen 
Orchestra in 1883-84. 

A worked entitled suite 
(or partita) in the Baroque 
era denoted a series of 
dances, often beginning 
with a Prelude. The open-
ing movement of this lovely 
latter-day suite by Strauss 
opens with a quasi-heroic 
Präludium in sonata form. 
Perhaps in a gesture of hon-
or toward Mozart’s String 
Serenade in G Major, K. 525 
(“Eine kleine Nachtmusik”), 
the second movement is en-
titled Romanze. The third 
movement, Gavotte, bears 
no resemblance to the 18th 
century dance, but is instead 
a playful scherzo based on 
a chromatically descend-
ing three-note theme. The 
fourth and final movement 
is called Introduction (sic) 
und Fuge, a title that once 
again evokes the image of 
the ear of Johann Sebastian 
Bach. Strauss’ mastery of 
counterpoint in this move-
ment is impressive.  

The composer himself 
later in life dismissed the 
Suite, Op. 4, as “nothing 
more than the respectable 
work of a music student.” 
Be that as it may, this work 
set the table for the mature 
Strauss, who once again 
evoked the Baroque era in 
his music for the suite based 
on Molière’s 1670 comedy, Le 
bourgeois gentilhomme, Op. 
60 composed in 1911-1917. 

Musicologist David B. 
Levy is a professor of music 
at Wake Forest University 
in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. The founder of 
the New Beethoven Re-
search Group, he will give a 
Pre-Concert Lecture at 6:45 
p.m. tonight in Hultquist 101. 
The Pre-Concert Lectures 
and Program Notes are made 
possible thanks to the Carl 
and Lee Chaverin Fund.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra performs under the baton of music director and conductor Rossen Milanov last Thursday in the Amphitheater.

The Walter L. & Martha 
Tinkham Miller Fund and the 
William D. Kuhns Fund for 
General Music Purposes of 
Chautauqua Institution sup-
port tonight’s performance 
of “A Serenade and Suite for 
Winds” with the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra.

The Walter L. and Mar-
tha Tinkham Miller Fund 
was created in 1994 by Mrs. 
Miller to support Chautau-
qua programming. Walter L. 

Miller was born Oct. 1, 1903, 
in Jamestown and gradu-
ated from Jamestown High 
School in 1923. He received 
his juris doctoral degree at 
Albany Law School in 1927. 
He practiced law in James-
town for over 60 years with 
the firm of Price, Miller, and 
Evans. Walter co-draft-
ed the charter and many 
other documents which 
gave life to the Chautau-
qua Foundation in 1937. He 

also helped incorporate the 
Ralph C. Sheldon Founda-
tion, as well as serving as 
an officer and director. Mr. 
Miller died in January 1993. 
Martha Tinkham Miller 
was born Sept. 27, 1908, in 
Jamestown, a daughter of 
Frederick B. and Florence B. 
Tinkham. She graduated in 
1926 from Dana Hall School 
in Wellesley, Massachusetts, 
and attended Smith College. 
Walter and Martha had no 

children. They were avid 
travelers, long time mem-
bers of Moonbrook Coun-
try Club, and very interest-
ed throughout their lives 
in reading, learning and 
following current events. 
Martha and Walter lived for 
many years in Bemus Point 
and each day during the 
Chautauqua season, for at 
least the last 50 years of her 
life, Martha attended the 
daily lecture at Chautauqua.

William Kuhns was the 
son of the late Mary Eliz-
abeth Wogamen Kuhns 
and Ezra McFall Kuhns and 
brother to the late Fred-
erick Irving Kuhns. The 
Kuhns made many frequent 
trips to Chautauqua, and 
Mary Kuhns spent over 50 
summers at their cottage at 
7 Peck, which was donated 
to the Institution when she 
died at the age of 94. Ezra 
Kuhns was a prominent at-

torney in Dayton who was 
later promoted to the gen-
eral council for NCR Cor-
poration. Ezra Kuhns was 
the classmate of the famous 
Wilbur Wright and provid-
ed legal services to him. 
Kuhns was a high school 
civics and history teacher 
in the Dayton, Ohio, school 
area. He served as a distin-
guished instructor during 
World War II at the Culver 
Military Academy.

Miller, Kuhns funds provide for CSO’s ‘Serenade and Suite for Winds’



The Reginald and Elizabeth 
Lenna Lectureship in Busi-
ness and Economics helps 
to sponsor today’s 10:30 a.m. 
lecture featuring Robert Doar.

Reginald and Elizabeth 
Lenna of Lakewood, New 
York, established this endow-
ment fund in 1983 through 
their gift to the Chautauqua 
Foundation. The lecture fund 
is intended to attract prom-
inent and authoritative indi-
viduals with established rep-
utations in business, finance 
or economics to the Chau-
tauqua platform.

Prior to his retirement, 
Reginald Lenna served as 
president, CEO and trea-
surer of Blackstone Corpo-
ration of Jamestown, New 
York. He also was a direc-
tor of Blackstone, Sweden, 
A.B., and president of Black-
stone Industrial Products in 
Stratford, Ontario, and of 
Blackstone Ultrasonics in 
Sheffield, Pennsylvania. He 
served as a director of the 
Business Council of New 
York State, Unigard Insur-
ance of Seattle, Washington 

and Key Bank of Western 
New York, Jamestown.

In 1976, he was knighted 
by the King of Sweden, Roy-
al Order of the North Star 
and received an honorary 
doctorate in 1981 from St. 
Bonaventure University. He 
received a 1975 Brotherhood 
Award from the National 
Conference of Christians 
and Jews. He was active in 
several local organizations, 
including the United Way 
of Southern Chautauqua 
County, the United Jewish 
Appeal and the Jamestown 
YMCA. He was a former 
trustee of St. Bonaventure 
University and a director of 
the Lenna Foundation. 

Elizabeth “Betty” Lenna 
was a member of the Chau-
tauqua Institution Board 
of Trustees. As a trustee, 
she was chairperson of the 
nominating and finance 
committees and a member 
of the planning and exec-
utive committees and the 
extended programming 
task force. After her service 
on the board ended, Betty 
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/10
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TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT

FOR RENT NEXT SEASONFOR RENT

51 Foster, renovated garden 
apartment, historic district close 
t o  A m p h i t h e a t r e ,  H a l l  o f 
Philosophy, 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
Wi-Fi, A/C. Weeks 6-9, 2 week 
minimum for  $1,500/week. 
Reduction for 4 weeks, call 
Sherry 240-687-2452

NEXT SEASON

Miami University of Ohio Alumni 
Reception: Graduates, current 
students and spouses of Miami 
University are invited to a reunion 
on the front porch of the Athenaeum 
Hotel on Tuesday, August 10th at 
6:30. Light hors d’oeuvres and a 
cash bar will be available.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

16 Wiley. Spacious 3-story house 
near lake and Children’s School. 
6-bedrooms, 5-baths, W/D, 
cable, WIFI. No Pets, smoking. 
Contact: Luisa Hunnewell. 917-
378-2498 lhunnewell@willow-
ridge.com. Weeks 1-9, 2022.

Boat Accessory Sale, Skis, Tubes, 
Boards, Life Jackets and much 
more up to 25% off. Chautauqua 
Marina 716 753 3913. Boat 
Rentals, Sales and Service.

FOR SALEchqdaily.com

Tonight’s lecture at 6:30 p.m. 
on the CHQ Assembly Virtual 
Porch by Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts’ Valerie Cassel Oli-
ver, curator of modern and 
contemporary art, is made 
possible by the annual Leon 
and Gloria Plevin Family Mu-
seum Lectureship. The Plev-
ins endowed the series to 
give Chautauqua School of 
Art students, CVA members 
and other Chautauquans di-
rect access to and interaction 
with museum directors and 
curators at the highest level, 
the type of interaction that 
most art students, artists and 
art lovers rarely get to have.

From their first season 
living on the grounds with 
their four children, two cats 
and a big, black poodle in 
1968, Clevelanders Leon and 

Gloria Plevin decided their 
future summers would be 
spent here. Gloria launched 
her 50-plus year art career 
that very summer under 
the daily guidance of Art 
School Director Revington 
Arthur while her kids at-
tended Children’s School or 
Girls’ Club. Leon drove up 
on weekends, returning to 
Cleveland most weekdays 
for a busy law practice. 

From learning to paint to 
exhibiting her work to even-
tually opening and running 
the Gloria Plevin Gallery for 
18 summers on Route 394, 
Gloria’s life as an artist was 
always rooted in Chautau-
qua, although she exhibited 
in Cleveland and many oth-
er cities as well. Her paint-
ings won top awards in the 

Bestor Plaza Art Festival and 
the Chautauqua National 
Juried Show. Her Chautau-
qua area exhibits include a 
Mid-Career Retrospective at 
the Logan Gallery on Bestor 
Plaza and solo shows at the 
Roger Tory Peterson Insti-
tute in Jamestown, Patter-
son Library Gallery in West-
field and the Chautauqua 
Art Association Gallery. 

Enraptured by the love-
liness of the Chautauqua 
countryside, especially after 
her family moved to a retro-
fitted barn and property a 
mile off the grounds, and in-
spired by the Impressionists’ 
devotion to certain loca-
tions around France, Gloria 
devoted herself to portray-
ing Chautauqua’s beauty in 
paintings, pastels, posters 

and prints. Though Leon 
passed away in 2008 after 
40 summers spent coming 
to Chautauqua, Gloria con-
tinued to live and paint here 
every summer through 2016, 
visited by her children Mimi, 
Ann, Andrew and Sara, and 
their spouses, and grand-
children from around the 
country. She continues to 
paint, write and exhibit her 
work around Cleveland and 
online at gloriaplevin.com. 

In gratitude for the cre-
ative home and inspiration 
she found here for so long, 
Gloria provided funding for 
the creation of the Fowl-
er-Kellogg Art Center. The 
Leon and Gloria Plevin Gal-
lery on the second floor of 
the facility recognizes Glo-
ria’s support.

Plevin Family Museum Lectureship 
supports Oliver’s Virtual Porch talk

Lenna Lectureship provides for Doar’s morning presentation

The Glenn R. Bucher Me-
morial Lectureship fund 
underwrites today’s inter-
faith lecture with Benjamin 
M. Friedman.

The Glenn R. Bucher Me-
morial Lectureship fund was 
created by Mary K. Bucher to 
memorialize her husband of 
56 years, Glenn Bucher, who 
passed away in the summer 
of 2019. Glenn graduated 
from Elizabethtown College 
and then received his mas-

ter in divinity from Union 
Theological Seminary and 
his doctoral degree from 
Boston University. During 
his professional career, Dr. 
Bucher served as a professor 
and administrator at a vari-
ety of colleges and universi-
ties across the country.

Glenn and Mary enjoyed 
many Chautauqua summers 
together. Beginning in the 
1970s, Glenn became heav-
ily involved working with 

the Department of Religion, 
including offering an inter-
faith religion series. In the 
1980s, while teaching at the 
College of Wooster, Glenn 
hosted alumni gatherings at 
Chautauqua for the college.

Glenn had an affinity for 
music that began in his early 
years and flourished in the 
Chautauqua environment. 
In high school, he and three 
good friends formed a quar-
tet called The Four Keys. The 

Four Keys reunited in 2003 
as an octet that included 
their significant others. The 
Four Keys Octet sang around 
the grounds in chapels and at 
teas for many years, sharing 
the joy of song with count-
less Chautauquans.

The establishment of 
this lectureship honors 
and continues Dr. Bucher’s 
lengthy involvement with 
the Department of Religion 
at Chautauqua.

Bucher Lectureship underwrites Friedman

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For   

August 14, 2021
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua Corporation 

will be held Saturday, August 14, 2021, beginning at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, New York.  
At that time, the Corporation will review the 

Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to serve 
as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the 
Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s 

audited financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/
about/board-of-trustees/

2021 Class B Trustee Nominee: George (Rick) Evans
Nominee Statement made be found at:  https://chq.org/about/

board-of-trustees/annual-corporation-meeting/

Lenna continued to serve 
Chautauqua as a community 
member of the Development 
Council. She was a director 
of the Lenna Foundation and 
of the Chautauqua Region 
Community Foundation and 
trustee of the T. James and 
Hazel C. Clarke Trust. She 
was a director of Blackstone 
Corporation and a member 
of the advisory board for 
Marine Midland Bank.

Betty Lenna was a presi-
dent of The Creche of James-
town and a member of the 
WCA Hospital Board of Di-

rectors in Jamestown. She 
was on the board and a ma-
jor benefactor of the Robert 
H. Jackson Center in James-
town. Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall, Chautauqua’s renowned 
recital and rehearsal hall, 
was a gift from the Lennas, 
who provided sole funding 
for the facility and its on-
going maintenance needs. 
Lenna Hall was completed 
in 1993 and dedicated in July 
of that year. The Lennas also 
provided a generous dona-
tion in 1988 to create the 
Main Gate Welcome Center.



Tuesday, August 10, 2021 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com  Page 9

L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

To January O’Neil — Week 
Seven’s poet-in-residence 
for the Chautauqua Writ-
ers’ Center — place is an 
important aspect of writ-
ing, but it can be difficult 
to reckon with when one is 
stuck in the same place for 
months on end. 

O’Neil is an associate pro-
fessor at Salem State Univer-
sity, and from 2019 to 2020 
she served as the John and 
Renée Grisham Writer In 
Residence at the University 
of Mississippi, Oxford. She 
is the author of three poetry 
collections: Rewilding, Mis-
ery Islands and Underlife.

While she was living in 
Mississippi, O’Neil found 
herself learning about the 
story of Emmett Till from 
a “unique vantage point.” 

Shortly before she moved 
from Massachusetts to 
Mississippi, three Ole Miss 
students had shot up the 
memorial that marked 
where Till was pulled from 
the Tallahatchie River. 
O’Neil was interested in the 

way the trauma to the land 
continued to influence the 
area and its people.

“Mississippi is an amazing 
place,” O’Neil said. “It’s beau-
tiful, but it has this history.”

According to O’Neil, this 
was the first time that she 
had attended a retreat that 
was more than a week long, 
and she was surprised to 
find how open to and influ-
enced by location she was. 

“Place is very important,” 
O’Neil said. “Place almost 
becomes another character 
or feature in the work.” 

This interest in place is 
where the inspiration for her 
Brown Bag lecture — titled 
“Writing on Pandemic Time” 
— happening at 12:15 p.m. EDT 
today on the CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch, came from. 

“We’re in our homes, 
(and) we’re looking at the 
same trees in our backyard 
or the same street with the 
cars passing by, and trying 
to find magic, trying to look 
at something that you’ve 
seen 100 times, 1,000 times, 
and come back to it with 
new eyes,” O’Neil said.

O’Neil said the last 16 
months inside have been 
difficult for everyone. What 
she has noticed is the need 
to acknowledge that ev-
eryone one has weathered 
quarantine differently and 
that for some, it has been 
hard to continue to gen-
erate work. She wants to 
focus on how to move for-
ward and begin to see the 
world with new eyes. 

“If you’re writing about 
the world outside your win-
dow and you’re staring at 
the birds in the bird feeder, 

how many bird feeder poems 
make sense?” O’Neil asked. 

She said that when it 
comes to her work, her 
“heart is narrative, but (her) 
work tends to be lyric in na-
ture.” What she really wants 
to accomplish at the end of 
the day is to tell a good story. 
To do that, she said she tends 
to write in the moment and 
tries to be observational. 

“I think that most writ-
ers have about five or six 
topics that they come back 
to all the time. For me that 
might be love, family, sex, 
race and work,” O’Neil said. 
“My perspective changes 
over time. … I’m trying to 
find the best meaning and 
the best representation for 
my experience.”

O’Neil hopes that people 
walk away from her Brown 
Bag reassured that even 
though writing is a solitary 
act, when writers come to-
gether, they can “share and 
discuss, and dream and em-
pathize” with each other. 

“We are a community,” 
O’Neil said, “even if we’re a 
spread-out community.”

Poet-in-residence O’Neil discusses place, writing through pandemic in virtual Brown Bag

O’NEIL

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

If you would like any back issues of the Daily, please 
stop at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

I think that most writers have about five or six topics that they come back 
to all the time. For me that might be love, family, sex, race and work, my 
perspective changes over time. … I’m trying to find the best meaning and the best 
representation for my experience.”

—JANUARY O’NEIL
Poet-in-residence, 

Chautauqua Writer’s Center
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P R O G R A M

Tu
TUESDAY

AUGUST 10

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leaders: 
Kainat Norton and Muinuddin 
Smith (Sufism.) Donation. Marion 
Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, Hurlbut 
Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 11

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market. Bestor 
Plaza

9:00 (9 – 10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Daughter.” Lisa Sharon 
Harper, founder and president, 
FreedomRoad.us. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Everyday Ethics.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House and Zoom 

(cocweb.org)

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Global 
Humanitarian Relief: The Positive 
Impact of Gender and Diversity 
Training.” Pam Bowers. Bring lawn 
chair or blanket. CWC Porch

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Robert Doar, president and 
Morgridge Scholar, American 
Enterprise Institute. Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30 – 12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:30 Story Time Near the Smith. All 
families welcome. Bestor Plaza

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag 
Discussion. “Imbuing our Economy 
with Humanistic Qualities and 
Goals.” Bring a chair. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Porch 

12:15 Poet-in-Residence Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
January O’Neil. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

12:30 (12:30–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Soil Painting with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension. All ages. 
Jessica Trapasso Pavilion, 
Children’s School

12:45 Bridge. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
Proof of vaccination and masks 
required. CWC House

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Religion and the Rise of 
Capitalism.” Benjamin M. 
Friedman, author, Religion and the 
Rise of Capitalism. Amphitheater

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:00 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake and 
Institution grounds while kayaking 
along the shore. Fee. Sports Club

2:30 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses 

2:30 (2:30 – 4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:30 Garden Tour. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Nick and Sandi Stupiansky, 
master gardeners. Meet at 
entrance of the Children’s School 

3:30 (3:30–4:30) Special Panel 
Conversation (Presented by ERIE 
Insurance.) “Rebuilding the Economy 
Equitably at a Regional Level.” 
James Grunke,  president, Erie 
Regional Chamber; Christina Marsh, 
chief community and economic 
development officer, Erie Insurance; 
Patrick Fisher, executive director, 
Erie Arts & Culture; Dan Taylor, 
executive vice president, African 
American Chamber of Commerce of 
Western PA. Fletcher Music Hall 

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leaders: 
Kainat Norton and Muinuddin 
Smith (Sufism.) Donation. Marion 
Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, Hurlbut 
Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “The Just 
Ones.” Lisa Sharon Harper, founder 
and president, FreedomRoad.us. 
Amphitheater

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC 
Science Circle.) “COVID-19 
and Other Emerging Infectious 
Diseases: An Epidemiologist’s 
Perspective.” Douglas Hamilton. 
Hurlbut Sanctuary and Zoom 
(chautauquascience.com)

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Historical Sketches.” Esther 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
(Presented in partnership with the 
African American Heritage House.) 
Raphael W. Bostic, president 
and chief executive officer, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. 
Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30 – 12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

4:00 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Tabletop board games. All ages. 
Timothy’s Playground, Miller Park

5:00 (5 – 6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30 The Leon and Gloria Plevin 
Family Museum Director Lecture. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Visual Arts.) Valerie Cassel Oliver, 
Sydney and Frances Lewis Curator 
of Modern and Contemporary Art, 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.CHQ 
Assembly Virtual Porch (porch.chq.
org)

6:30 Miami University of Ohio Alumni 
Reception. Athenaeum Hotel porch

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. 
David Levy. Hultquist 101

7:00 Bible Study. United Methodist 
House

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “A Serenade and 
Suite for Winds.” Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Amphitheater

• Jessie Montgomery: Strum for 
Strings (7’), performed by the CSO 
Diversity Fellows 

• Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Wind 
Serenade in C minor, K. 388 (K. 
384a) (22’)

• R. Strauss: Suite op. 4 (25’)

12:00 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell 
Chapel

12:00  Brown Bag. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) “Quaker 
Perspectives on Economics.” George 
Lakey, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 
Quaker House, 28 Ames and Zoom 
(email friend@quakerschq.org)

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Blackout Poetry. Hall of Philosophy

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“Secularism and Stagnation: 
How Our Economy Became 
Decadent.” Ross Douthat, 
columnist, The New York Times. 
Amphitheater

1:00  (1-3) Community Relations Drop-In. 
Shannon Rozner, senior vice president 
of community relations and general 
counsel. Blue tent on Bestor Plaza

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:00 Language Hour. CWC House

2:30 (2:30 – 4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:00 (3–5) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Community Drumming. Timothy’s 
Playground, Miller Park

4:00 TREE WALK! (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, forester. Off-trail 
walking included. Meet at Smith 
Wilkes Hall lakeside terrace

5:00 Worship Sharing. Quaker House

5:00 (5 – 6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:00 Park Chats. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association.) Emily Morris, Shannon 
Rozner, John Shedd, and Amit 
Taneja, Chautauqua Institution 
leadership. Various locations, see 
Briefly column for details

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Facebook and Zoom 

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. The Rodney Marsalis 
Philadelphia Big Brass. 
Amphitheater@chqdaily chqdaily.com

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Gary Mullen & The Works perform “One Night of Queen” last Friday in the Amphitheater.
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