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DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

During lockdown in 2020, 
many people took the time 
to take up new hobbies or re-
turn to old ones. In the end, 
everyone just had themselves 
and the objects in their home 
to keep busy. 

Grammy and Emmy 
Award-winning singer and 
multi-instrumentalist Har-
ry Connick Jr. was on tour in 
March 2020 when, like the rest 
of the world, he was sent home.

“As the weeks and months 
passed, I started writing some 
music to describe my feel-
ings,” Connick said in an in-
terview with Guideposts. “I 
was alone at my house in my 

recording studio, just sur-
rounded by a bunch of instru-
ments, and I just played them 
one by one. Over the next six 
or seven months, I had enough 
material for an album.”

His new album Alone With 
My Faith came out in March 
of this year and was entire-
ly arranged, played and sung 
by him. The album acted as a 
journal and an outlet to Con-
nick during the throes of the 
pandemic as he dealt with 
loss himself.

“For me, (this pandemic) 
really reinforced the impor-
tance of family and faith,” 
Connick told Guideposts. “We 
really didn’t know what was 
gonna happen. I personally 

had a rough time, because I 
lost a bunch of people in my 
life that were close to me, 
family members and friends. 
Most of them died as a result 
of complications from COVID, 
and when you’re not real-
ly able to have closure in a 
circumstance like that, you 
can’t really go to a funeral or 
mourn or grieve in a normal 
sort of fashion, it really kind 
of becomes burdensome.”

Connick kicked off his 
“Time to Play!” tour last week 
in Indianapolis at the TCU 
Amphitheater at White River 
State Park, and continues it at 
8 p.m. tonight in Chautauqua’s 
Amphitheater. 

Gotta Have

Faith
CONNICK CONTINUES ‘TIME TO PLAY’ 

TOUR WITH STOP AT CHAUTAUQUA’S AMP

See CONNICK, Page 4

DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and of the state 
wherein they reside. No state shall make or en-
force any law which shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws. 

These words, the 14th Amendment to the Unit-
ed States Constitution, were read aloud in Smith 
Wilkes Hall near the beginning of the Brown Bag 
discussion last Thursday for the Chautauqua The-
ater Company’s final show this season: Thurgood.

Thurgood is a one-man show about the life of Su-
preme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. It debuts 
4 p.m. today in the Performance Pavilion on Pratt.

At the Brown Bag, CTC Associate Artistic Direc-
tor Stori Ayers explained the role of Thurgood in 
context of the season she and Artistic Director An-
drew Borba planned and what this show means at a 
place like Chautauqua.

Ayers began by bringing up CTC’s first play of 
the season, Blood at the Root, a story based on the 
racial injustices of the Jena Six cases and how she 
saw it as a call to action echoed by Thurgood.

SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

Wealth in America has its roots 
in land ownership, with branch-
es that reach forward to the 
devaluation of property based 
on race seen today. Andre Per-
ry conducts research based on 
this idea. He will be giving a lec-
ture on devaluation at 1 p.m. EDT 
today on the CHQ Assembly Video Platform, as 
part of the African American Heritage House 
Lecture Series, this week focused on “The State 
of the Economy: Where Do We Go From Here?”

Perry is a senior fellow with the Brookings In-
stitution Metropolitan Policy Program, a schol-
ar-in-residence at American University and a 
columnist for The Hechinger Report. He is also 
the author of the book Know Your Price: Valu-
ing Black Lives and Property in America’s Black 
Cities. His research focuses on race, structural 
inequality, education and economic inclusion. 

Erroll B. Davis Jr., president of the African 
American Heritage House, said that AAHH fo-
cuses on and is invested in archival research be-
cause he believes that the history must first be 
correct in order for the cascade of information 
and interpretations that come from it to do jus-
tice to the narrative. 

Davis invited Perry because of his research on 
the devaluation of Black-owned properties and 
businesses. Perry’s research, said Davis, has its 
roots in how wealth in America has historically 
been driven by the possession of land and the 
appreciation of land values.

Brookings’ Perry 
to discuss systemic 
devaluation of 
property in Black 
neighborhoods for 
AAHH lecture

See PERRY, Page 4

‘Thurgood,’ CTC’s 
final show of ‘21 
season, debuts 
today with guest 
actor Marable

See THURGOOD, Page 4

PERRY

HARRY CONNICK JR.
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Friday, August 13 • 8 p.m. 

Saturday, August 21 • 7:30 p.m. 

As announced in June, these concerts require a separate ticket purchase by all attendees,  
including Traditional Gate Pass (TGP) holders.

Note: Double-bill show includes intermission.  
The Roots’ post-intermission performance will include 
adult language.

Harry Connick, Jr. and 
his Band:  
Time To Play!
Harry Connick, Jr.’s career has exemplified 
excellence across multiple platforms in 
the entertainment world over the past 
three decades. 

The Roots +  
Trombone Shorty  
& Orleans Avenue
See The Roots and Trombone Shorty, 
two of the most acclaimed acts 
in jazz and hip-hop, in a one-of-a-
kind double-bill performance at the 
Chautauqua Institution Amphitheater.

CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION • CHQ.ORG

A M P H I T H E AT E R  E N T E R TA I N M E N T

Order single tickets online at tickets.chq.org
or call the Ticket Office at 716.357.6250

Club, Youth Activities Center closed today to 
implement COVID-19 protocols
At the recommendation of the Chautauqua County Depart-
ment of Health & Human Services, Boys’ and Girls’ Club and 
the Youth Activities Center are closed today, Friday, Aug. 13, 
following a positive COVID-19 test result of a group counsel-
or in Groups 7 and 8 Boys. Group One and Children’s School 
remain open at time of publication. Group One will spend 
the afternoon at Sheldon Hall of Education today. Impacted 
families should consult the messages conveyed by Institu-
tion staff via the CampDoc platform, and in some cases via 
phone, for further details. The county health department 
is conducting contact tracing. At this time, Institution staff 
anticipates that Club and the YAC will reopen on Monday, 
Aug. 16. If this should change, families will be alerted by 
email with additional information.

Kev’s Kitchen food truck to serve on Bestor Plaza
Paying homage to Harry Connick Jr.’s hometown of New 
Orleans, Kev’s Kitchen food truck will be serving Creole 
and Cajun-inspired dishes from 4 to 8 p.m. on Bestor Plaza. 

Chautauqua Lecture Series master class
Rebecca Henderson, John and Natty McArthur University 
Professor at Harvard Business School, leads a master class 
at 10 a.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall. Register for this class 
at learn.chq.org or at Hultquist Center. There is a fee for this 
Special Studies course.

Chautauqua Property Owners’ Association news
At 9 a.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philosophy, the CPOA holds 
its annual meeting, followed by the Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting and Class B Trustee election.

Nonperishable food drive
Chautauquans can dispose of sealed, nonperishable 
foods in the gold-papered cartons on the floor inside the 
north entrance of the Post Office Building for the May-
ville Food Pantry. For more information, contact James 
Kullberg at 716-753-5201.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is open from noon to 2 p.m. today be-
hind the Colonnade. Shoppers are limited to 12 at a time in 
15-minute increments. Mah Jongg is at 2:30 p.m. today on 
the CWC Porch. Join CWC for a take-out Farmer Brown’s 
BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner from 4:30 to 6 p.m. today. Visit 
chautauquawomensclub.org to pre-order. 

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Chautauqua Institution Supervisor of Gardens and Land-
scape Betsy Burgeson leads a BTG Garden Tour at 10:30 
a.m. today. Meet at Miller Park Rain Garden.

Stories for People Who Like Stories
You’ll hear stories (true life stories, history stories, folktales 
and fiction) that are fun and prompt conversations at 2 p.m. 
today at Quaker House, 28 Ames.

CLSC Class of 2006
The CLSC Class of 2006 will hold an informal social hour 
and light breakfast at 9:30 a.m. today in the empty lot at 11 
Ames. Bring your own beverage; donuts and muffins will be 
provided. If you have any books for the Little Free Library, 
bring those too. Contact Sandi Stupiansky at 716-269-2003. 

SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

Structure is a literary 
device that — when 
used correctly — is un-
noticed by the read-
er but critical to the 
work. Week Seven’s 
prose writer-in-res-
idence, T. Geronimo 
Johnson, uses structure in 
his prose writing to navigate 
both the literal and more ab-
stract meanings of the word. 

He will be giving a Brown 
Bag lecture for the Chautau-
qua Writers’ Center titled 
“The Hook: An X-Ray” at 12:15 
p.m. EDT today on the CHQ 
Assembly Virtual Porch. 

Johnson is a graduate of 

the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop and a 
former Stregner 
Fellow. His novel 
Hold It ‘Til It Hurts 
was a finalist for 
the PEN/Faulkner 
Award and selected 
by the Wall Street 
Journal Book Club. 

His other novel, Welcome to 
Braggsville, a national best-
seller, was shortlisted for 
the Hurston Wright Legacy 
Award, longlisted for the Na-
tional Book Award and for 
the Andrew Carnegie Medal 
for Excellence in Fiction. He’s 
also been a finalist for The 
Bridge Book Award, a finalist 
for the Mark Twain American 
Voice in Literature Award and 
included on Time magazine’s 
list of the top 10 books of the 
year. He is currently a fellow 
of the American Academy 
in Rome. He is a recipient of 
the William Saroyan Interna-
tional Prize for Writing, the 
Ernest J. Gaines Award and 
the inaugural Simpson Family 
Literary Prize. 

Johnson said for his 
Brown Bag his “aim is to be 

practical.” He wants to draw 
focus from typical literary 
devices like theme and sym-
bolism and instead focus on 
structure on the macro and 
micro level. In other words, 
everything from chapters 
to sentences. 

One way that he wants 
to try and demonstrate the 
importance of structure is 
by slowing down the at-
tendees’ experience of a 
text. He said that he will 
select a piece that reads 
swiftly and smoothly and 
guide the writers through 
finding what makes it work.

Johnson said he will be 
basing what he focuses 
on for his Brown Bag — ei-
ther sentence structure or 
scene structure — on what 
is going on inside his week-
long workshop, titled “The 
Hook,” where he has been 
analyzing formal craft ele-
ments with his students. 

When Johnson talks about 
structure, he’s not just re-
ferring to the arrangements 
of large units like chapters 
or the technical aspects of 
putting together a sentence, 

but also navigating emo-
tional moments.

He points to his novel 
Welcome to Braggsville as 
an example. He said that 
at times he used humor to 
“offset the sense of perva-
sive sadness or disappoint-
ment” that appears in the 
book. According to John-
son, how a writer weaves 
these elements together 
can alter how a reader per-
ceives the story, and can 
give the book a “pulse.”

This kind of structure, ac-
cording to Johnson, is easi-
er to see in poetry because 
the author is looking at de-
vices like enchantment or 
structural elements like line 
breaks. However, he argues 
that the same things that are 
happening in a poem also 
happen in a novel. 

“Structure is a way of 
describing this network 
of aesthetic, and maybe 
some tactical and dramat-
ic decisions that you make,” 
Johnson said, “and, hope-
fully, arrange in a way that 
creates the harmony that’s 
best for the book.”

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Prose writer-in-residence Johnson to discuss 
importance of structure in virtual Brown Bag

JOHNSON

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

Lecture
“Will Bidenomics 
End in Tears?” by 
Economist Peter 
Morici

Monday 
Aug. 16th 3 p.m. Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

Advocates 
for 
Balance at 
Chautauqua

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 

in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for 

$10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BULLETIN
BOARD

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

As part of a partnership be-
tween the Toronto-based 
Planet in Focus International 
Environmental Film Festival 
and Chautauqua Institution, 
at 10 a.m. today at Chautau-
qua Cinema, the Cinema will 
screen “Climate Emergency: 
Feedback Loops.” Chautau-
quan Bestor Cram, who is se-
nior producer and founder of 
Northern Lights Production, 
will be present for a Meet the 
Filmmaker event following 
the screening. 

“Climate Emergency: 
Feedback Loops,” produced 
by Northern Lights, is a series 
of short educational films, 
narrated by Richard Gere, 
that feature 12 world-re-
nowned climate scientists 
who are conducting cut-
ting-edge research on feed-
back loops — climate feed-
backs are processes that can 
either amplify or diminish the 
effects of climate forcings.

Cram said the series of 
films were created to advance 

people’s understandings of 
the various aspects of the sci-
ence of climate change.

“Feedback loops, as an 
area, wasn’t getting as much 
attention, and in some sense 
there’s actually an optimistic 
view they can impart,” Cram 
said. “Yes, loops are going in 
one direction, but they can 
change, they can balance.”

Cram is a filmmaker, 
not an climate expert, he 
stressed — he’ll be leaving the 
bulk of the science to Mark 
Wenzler, director of Chau-
tauqua’s Climate Change 
Initiative, during their con-
versation today at the Cin-
ema. But, he said to think of 
feedback looks as a series of 
chain reactions taking place 
in the environment.

“If water temperature in 
the seas gets hotter, it causes 
a killing off of coral — a fun-
damental breeding ground 
for fish, and thus the food 
supply for one-third of the 
world’s population,” Cram 
said. “ … The ocean is a large 
receptor of heat, and much 
of the heat is being trapped 
in our ecosystems because of 
the greenhouse gas effect — 
and that then adds even more 
to the temperature rise.”

Reefs are damaged, 
sometimes permanently, but 
Cram noted that “there are 
some coral (species) that are 
adapting, and scientists are 
trying to figure out what 
kind of adaptation takes 
place.” There is also enough 
data to suggest that when 
temperatures decrease, 
reefs can return to health — 
hence the optimism.

“We know when those 
changes are reversed, the 

loops move in the oppo-
site direction,” Cram said. 
“There’s a resilience here; 
nature can repair itself.”

Work on the films began 
before COVID-19 hit, during 
a time “when there was still 
a challenge to climate sci-
ence,” Cram said. 

“There was a great deal of 
noise as to whether or not we 
should trust the scientists 
when it comes to climate 
change,” he said. “We wanted 
to advocate for trusting the 
science. (Combating) climate 
change is a human endeavor, 
and people coming together 
to solve the problems. And I 
see film as being a catalyst.”

“Climate Emergency: 
Feedback Loops” launched 
on Jan. 9 with a livestream 
event that also featured ac-
tivist Greta Thunberg in con-
versation with His Holiness 
The Dalai Lama.

Today’s screening is free 
of charge, and seats can 
be reserved at the door, or 
by clicking the “Films for 
Change” link at chautau-
quacinema.com. 

Cram, Wenzler to hold conversation following film 
screening of ‘Climate Emergency: Feedback Loops’
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The following individuals have included Chautauqua in their will, as beneficiary of a retirement plan, IRA, trust, or through a gift of real estate.  
These Chautauquans are members of the Eleanor B. Daugherty Society, named for a retired music school teacher from Buffalo, NY, who left a significant 
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For more information on how you can become a member of the Daugherty Society, please call Jenny Stitely, director of gift planning, at 716-357-6409  
or email jstitely@chq.org.
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‘New York Times’ opinion columnist Douthat describes modern day’s stagnant economy, path away from it
MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

Going off ideas from the rest 
of the week, New York Times 
opinion columnist Ross 
Douthat began his lecture 
with the notion we are living 
in a time comparable to when 
Chautauqua was founded in 
the late-19th century. 

“This is an age of unfet-
tered capitalism, a new Gilded 
Age in which robber barons 
get rich and build spaceships 
instead of libraries and sum-
mer cottages, inequality runs 
rampant, political parties are 
corrupted by money, journal-
ism is corrupted by partisan-
ship and the poor never get 
their fair share,” he said.

Except Douthat sees a 
big difference. 

“The Gilded Age was 
during an era of true dyna-
mism — an era of radically 
increasing abundance and 
technological transforma-
tion that set the stage for 
reformers,” he said.

The current era, instead, 
is defined not by dynamism, 
but by deceleration and 
stagnation, Douthat said. 

Douthat explored this idea 
in his lecture “Secularism 
and Stagnation: How Our 
Economy Became Decadent,” 
the final Week Seven Inter-
faith Lecture Series themed 
“Creating an Economy that 
Works for All” on Wednesday 
in the Amphitheater.

This deceleration began 
slightly before the moon 
landing, Douthat said. 
Since 1492, the global econ-
omy doubled in size every 
century, but it went down 
to a 2% annual growth by 
the 1960s, he said. 

“That breakpoint in the 

‘60s had immediate econom-
ic consequences,” he said.

Douthat listed hourly 
wages peaking in the United 
States in the 1970s, house-
hold income growth slowing 
down and three recessions 
during the Nixon, Carter 
and Reagan presidencies. 

Lower taxes, deregula-
tion, free trade, increased 
immigration and anti-in-
flation policies might be 
described as neoliberalism, 
Douthat said, or econom-
ic policies under Reagan, 
Bill Clinton and British 
Prime Ministers Margaret 
Thatcher and Tony Blair.

The initial response 
seemed to work, Douthat 
said, as growth returned to 
about 4% annually by the late 
1990s. Productivity growth, 
which he said is the best 
measure of technological 
change working and impact-
ing the economy, boomed af-
ter the internet’s birth. 

Then, the dot-com bubble 
burst, he said.

“Thereafter, you had a 
long period carrying on 
toward the present day 
of weak recoveries, weak 
household income growth, 
declining productivity and 
far more workforce drop-
outs than before,” he said.

Deceleration followed by 
stagnation happened across 
the developed world, from 
the United States to Europe 
to East Asia, Douthat said. 
Although levels of dynamism 
vary from country to coun-
try, and the United States 
still has more than other 
places, it’s not as much as 
the cliche of American ex-
ceptionalism, he said.

During the Carter pres-

idency, which Douthat said 
was far from an ideal time 
in America’s economic 
history, 15% of business-
es were founded in the 
administration’s last year. 
The rate today is around 
8% and is lower still with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, he 
said. 

Moreover, the number of 
startups that failed in the 
first year increased from 
20% to 30% in the last few 
decades, he said. The per-
centage of new firms overall 
is down by one-third, and 
successful corporations sit 
on their money or pass it 
back to shareholders, opting 
against funding for inven-
tions and innovations.

“This isn’t really an age 
of robber barons exploit-
ing workers, but building 
big corporations while they 
do it,” he said. “It’s an age 
of vanguard accounts for 
the upper class and hedge 
funds for the super-rich re-
circulating wealth, but not 
necessarily creating broad 
prosperity and dynamism.”

Today, Silicon Valley and 
companies like Amazon, Goo-
gle and Apple can thrive while 
pricing out the middle and 
working class, while big fac-
tories in the Rust Belt relied 
on huge workforces, Douthat 
said. Big companies hire less 
than they once did, hindering 
the American quality of wan-
derlust, he said.

“There’s this idea that the 
modern word is full of churn 
and nobody stays put any-
more, but, in fact, Ameri-
cans move less now,” he said. 
“They no longer go west or 
east or north or south in 
search of opportunities. The 

rate at which people move 
between states has fallen 
since the ‘70s by more than 
half. Nor do Americans ac-
tually change jobs as much 
as they once did.”

Populist surges, right-wing 
revolts and left-wing socialist 
alternatives in America and 
Europe are political crises 
connected with the econo-
my, Douthat said. Neoliber-
alism is commonly blamed as 
something that was beneficial 
in the late-20th century but is 
now harmful, he said.

Free trade hollowed out 
Western economies, low 
tax rates enabled the rich 
to keep more of their gains 
and antitrust policies be-
came more focused on the 

benefits of consolidation to 
consumers, he said. 

With inflation, policies in 
the 1970s impacted the 2008 
financial crisis, Douthat 
said, because economies 
didn’t spend enough money 
to pull themselves out of the 
recession sooner.

Similarly, a libertarian 
perspective is that a captured 
economy, including land use 
rules, zoning rules, occupa-
tional licensing, expanding 
property protections and 
corporate subsidies and tax 
breaks, has created a sys-
tem that can simultaneously 
bring out the worst of social-
ism and capitalism, he said.

“Those stories are de-
pressing, but also kind of 

encouraging because they 
imply there are solutions to 
stagnation,” Douthat said. 

Some of those solutions 
might include weaken-
ing monopolies, taxing the 
wealthy and cutting wel-
fare and subsidies that flow 
to big corporations and the 
rich, he said. Perhaps iron-
ically, both the Trump and 
Biden administrations have 
shifted from the economic 
consensus of the last 30 to 
40 years, Douthat said.

“The Biden administra-
tion has kept a lot of the 
Trump administration’s 
tariffs and protectionist 
policies,” he said.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
New York Times columnist Ross Douthat delivers his lecture, “Secularism and Stagnation: How Our 
Economy Became Decadent,” Wednesday in the Amphitheater.

See DOUTHAT, Page 4
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He	 is	making	 stops	 at	out-
door venues across the 
country with his sev-
en-piece band to show-
case his New Orleans in-
fluences	 featuring	 music	
from	 his	 vast	 musical	 cat-
alog	spanning	a	remarkable	
multi-decade	career.

Although there are Chris-
tian	 songs	 on	 this	 album,	
Connick told CBN News 
that	he	wanted	 to	make	an	
album	 that	 deals	 with	 any	
phase	of	having	faith.

“I	 wouldn’t	 call	 this	 the	
gospel	album	I	had	thought	
about	 making,	 only	 be-
cause	 it’s	 not	 a	 collection	
of spirituals that everybody 
knows.	 It’s	 got	 some	 orig-
inal	 songs,”	 Connick	 said.	
“Quite	honestly,	some	of	the	
songs deal with struggling 

with	faith	as	much	as	having	
faith,	 so	when	 I	was	 home,	
I	 found	 myself	 counting	
on	 my	 faith,	 or	 question-
ing	my	faith,	or	whatever	 it	
was,	and	I	said,	‘I’m	going	to	
write	 about	 it.’	 The	 album	
that	 I	 thought	 was	 going	
to	 be	 a	 gospel	 album	years	
down the road turned out 
to	be	this	album.”

Connick seeks to con-
nect everyone in the belief 
that things will get better, 
because	they	have	to.

“In	 every	 level	 of	 faith,	
whether	 you’re	 feeling	
doubtful about it or wheth-
er	 you’re	 super	 powerfully	
strong	 about	 it,”	 he	 said,	 “I	
think	it	gives	us	some	words	
in	our	contemporary	world,	
because this is a shared ex-
perience, so these songs are 
written	 for	 what	 we’re	 all	
going	through	together.”

CONNICK
FROM PAGE 1

“Thurgood was one that we 
really felt would resonate 
with this audience, and re-
ally resonate with this sea-
son,”	 Ayers	 said.	 “It	 brings	
joy to close the season with 
a	 story	 about	 a	 man	 who	
really	 exemplifies	 activism	
in	 his	work	 and	 in	 his	 life.	
It	really	humanizes	him	in	a	
way	that,	for	me,	makes	ac-
tivism	accessible	—	that	you	
see	him	as	a	man,	 just	 like	
you	 and	 I,	 and	 not	 some-
thing	 that’s	 special	 …	 but	
something	that’s	attainable	
and	accessible	for	all	of	us.”

Brian Marable, the CTC 
guest artist portraying 
Marshall, has been doing 
professional theater for al-
most	30	years.	He	said	this	
is the biggest undertaking 
of	his	career	thus	far.

“This is by far the hardest 
thing	 that	 I’ve	 ever	 done,”	
Marable said at the Brown 
Bag.	“…	It’s	been	difficult,	but	
I	love	it.	As	people,	we	have	
to	 challenge	 ourselves.	 It’s	

coming	after	a	time	(where	I	
couldn’t	work	and)	your	first	
project back is 60 pages and 
it’ll	be	a	one-man	show.	You	
can’t	say	no,	because	you’re	
ready	to	go	back	to	work.”

A	 one-man	 show	 based	
on a real person, the play 
leaves	 little	 room	 for	 error	
in	terms	of	memorizing	lines	
and	specific	points	in	time.

“I’ve	 always	 been	 real-
ly good with dialogue and 
lines,”	 Marable	 said.	 “This	
is	 the	 first	 role	 where	 I’ve	
had	a	lot	of	case	law,	names,	
dates,	 real	dates	 (and)	 real	
cases.	 You	 can’t	 mess	 up	
the	 name	 because	 it’s	 a	
real person or the date, be-
cause	that’s	the	date	that	it	
actually	happened.”

Both Marable and direc-
tor	Steve	Broadnax	III	found	
themselves	 learning	 more	
about Marshall preparing 
for this play than they ever 
did	while	in	school.

“I	 did	not	 know	as	much	
as	 I	 should	 have	 known,”	
Broadnax said at the Brown 
Bag.	 “I	 knew	he	was	on	 the	
Supreme	 Court,	 and	 that	

was probably the extent that 
I	 understood	 about	 Thur-
good,	 and	 (now)	 I’m	 under-
standing what he has con-
tributed	to	my	everyday	life.”

Marable	 commented	 on	
the	 U.S.	 education	 system,	
and	 how	 some	 states’	 cur-
riculums	are	being	amend-
ed to whitewash historical 
narratives.

“(This	 show)	 made	 me	
realize	 that	 there’s	 some	
subjects in education that 
are not touched on in our 
learning institutions that 
absolutely should be,” Mar-
able	 said.	 “There’s	 no	 way	
that	 there	 shouldn’t	 be	
an entire section to learn 
about	 this	 man’s	 accom-
plishments.	 It’s	 a	 success	
story.	 It’s	 an	 all-American	
story	 to	 me.	 He	 continued	
to persist and push through 
for	something	that	he	knew	
was	 right	 and	we’re	 all	 sit-
ting	here	together	today.”

Broadnax believed Mar-
shall	 was	 ahead	 of	 his	 time	
than	 his	 contemporaries	 in	
seeing what the power of law 
can do and why legislation is 

the	 most	 important	 branch	
for	change	to	happen.

“What is interesting 
(is	 that)	 our	 country’s	 ...	
founders’	 promise,	 we’re	
just	holding	to	the	promise:	
Equality for all equal justice 
under the law, so we asked 
for nothing that has not 
already been said,” Broad-
nax	said.	“He	believed	that	
change	 comes	 in	 the	 law;	
he often was quoted that 
he	 (thought)	 protests	 are	
street theater, but inevita-
bly	change	is	in	the	law.”

Learning the effect of 
Marshall on everyday life as 
a	Black	man	in	America	has	
put things into perspective 
for	Broadnax.

“I	know	what	I	stand	for	
as	 a	man	of	 color,”	 Broad-
nax	 said.	 “I	 am	 a	 profes-
sor	 at	 a	 university.	 We	
are sitting here together 
integrated all because of 
this	 man	 that	 saw	 equal-
ity and used the law as a 
weapon	to	bring	to	form	a	
more	perfect	union,	which	
the Constitution says our 
country	should	be.”

THURGOOD
FROM PAGE 1

Some	of	the	Trump-era	pol-
icies did help achieve one 
of	the	best	economies	with	
relation to overall growth 
and wage growth for the 
working class in the last 20 
years, Douthat said, while 
noting this was upended by 
the	pandemic.	

Both	 administrations	 ran	
and	are	running	with	signifi-
cantly	 high	 deficits,	 he	 said	
—	which	might	be	necessary,	
but is not creating organic 
innovations	or	job	growth.	

“Certainly	 there	 is	 some	
kind	of	limit	at	some	point,”	he	
said.	“When	we	hit	that	limit,	
we	could	go	back	to	a	‘stagfla-
tion’	scenario,	having	made	a	
pilgrimage	back	to	1975	with-
out	finding	a	way	out.”

Douthat argued we are 
in	a	time	of	secular	stagna-
tion,	with	secular	meaning	a	
trend	that	isn’t	cyclical.	

“It’s	 just	 stagnation	 that	
persists	no	matter	what	poli-
cymakers	do	over	a	long	peri-
od	of	time,”	he	said.	“There’s	a	
good	chance	that	is	the	story.”

He suspects the type 
of growth seen in the late 
1800s will not be repeated, 
because innovations would 
be	defensive	against	climate	
change.	He	described	it	as	a	
payback for growth during 
the	industrial	revolution.

New innovations have 
been slow because of tech-
nological stagnation, too, 
he	 said.	 Although	 there	 are	
obvious	marvels	such	as	 the	
iPhone	 and	 internet,	 there’s	
been less growth in areas like 
energy, transportation, agri-
culture	and	communication.	

“People worried that ro-
bots would take all of our 
jobs,”	 he	 said.	 “Actually,	 the	
problem	is	they	aren’t	taking	
our	jobs.”

Sometimes	 it	 takes	 a	
big spark to reignite in-
novation,	 he	 said.	 Perhaps	
COVID-19	 will	 be	 seen	 as	
the next great spark con-

sidering	 the	 rapid	 medical	
innovations	seen,	he	said.	

There’s	 no	 guarantee	
that’s	the	truth,	though,	and	
there’s	 no	 promise	 stagna-
tion	will	end,	Douthat	said.	

“A	 stratified	 economy	
where people are getting rich 
but	not	doing	more	innovative	
forms	of	entrepreneurship	 is	
more	likely	to	want	to	freeze	
the	economic	order	and	resist	
creative	destruction,”	he	said.

It’s	also	harder	to	refit	 in-
frastructure	 in	 an	 economy	
based	 on	 deficit	 spending,	
which he said is why self-driv-
ing	cars	are	hard	to	invent	—	
it also requires rebuilding an 
urban	ecosystem	fit	for	them.

One	trend	of	the	modern	
developed	 world	 that	 im-
pacts	 the	 economy	 is	 fewer	
births,	Douthat	said.	

In	 order	 to	 replace	 one	
generation with another, a 
country	 must	 average	 2.1	
births	per	woman.	Five	years	
ago, the European Union av-
eraged	1.6	births,	Japan	aver-
aged	 1.4,	 South	 Korea	 aver-
aged	 1.2,	 Singapore	 averaged	
0.82,	 Canada	 averaged	 1.6,	
Australia	averaged	1.7,	and	the	
United	States	averaged	1.87.

America	 is	most	 recently	
at	 1.6	 births	 since	 the	 pan-
demic	began.	

Some	 explanations	 exist,	
he said, such as a lower in-
fant	mortality	rate	lowering	
the incentive for having as 
many	 children	 as	 possible,	
an	 information	 economy	
making	 children	 less	 valu-
able as household laborers 
and	more	expensive	because	
of	the	price	of	education.	

Additionally, birth control 
has	 lowered	 the	 number	 of	
accidental pregnancies, the 
feminist	 movement	 creat-
ed strong incentives to de-
lay	 childbirth,	more	divorces	
meant	 fewer	 people	 were	 in	
relationships to have children 
and	 older	 people	 had	 more	
protection	with	welfare.

People	 do	 want	 more	
children,	 though	—	Douthat	
said	 the	 desired	 family	 size	

is	around	2.5	children.	
“We should care about 

the fact that the desired 
family	size	and	actual	family	
size	 is	 so	 far	 apart	 because	
it	 suggests	 it	 isn’t	 just	 free	
people	 making	 free	 choic-
es	 —	 but	modern	 society	 is	
failing to supply the cultur-
al,	 economic	 and	 religious	
foundation for people who 
want	kids	to	do	it,”	he	said.

Lower birth rates also 
lead to aging societies with 
fewer workers, slow GDP 
growth	and	leaves	less	room	
for	dynamism,	he	said.

Regarding	climate	change,	
less	dynamism	and	 an	older	
society	 means	 new	 innova-
tions	may	only	delay	its	worst	
effects, while a younger soci-
ety	could	eliminate	fossil	fu-
els	faster,	Douthat	said.

In	 the	 2013	 book	Capital 
in the Twenty-First Centu-
ry,	 author	 Thomas	 Piketty	
argued	capitalism	was	lead-
ing to the success of the 1%, 
Douthat	noted.	Low	popula-
tion growth, Piketty argued, 
aids in their success because 
fewer	children	means	fewer	
heirs	to	divide	the	wealth.

Lower birth rates and 
smaller	families	means	peo-
ple	are	spending	more	 time	
alone,	which	may	 feel	 free-
ing between ages 18 to 35, 
but then people risk isola-
tion	into	middle	age	and	el-
derly	years,	Douthat	said.	

“The advantage of liv-
ing	 solo	and	 the	promise	of	
independence	 becomes	 a	
curse,”	he	said.

The absence or delay of 
children leads to another 
absence or delay of grand-
children,	 removing	 pur-
pose	 and	 optimism	 from	
people’s	lives,	he	said.

When all of this began in 
the	 1960s,	 so	 too	 began	 the	
modern	 wave	 of	 seculariza-
tion, Douthat said, with in-
creasingly weakened or non-
existent ties to religion being 
a	 part	 of	 society.	 There	was	
also the idea that religion 
and science could go togeth-

er, such as the case of Chau-
tauqua’s	 founding.	 Religious	
ideas	 and	moral	 values	were	
separate	from	growth	and	in-
novation, he said, instead be-
ing	a	way	to	gentle	capitalism.

That could still be true, 
he said, but perhaps reli-
gion can also be a source of 
creativity	and	dynamism.	

“Religious revival, in this 
sense,	wouldn’t	just	be	a	way	
to	 tame	 inequalities	associ-
ated	with	growth	—	it	would	
be	a	way	to	generate	more	of	
that	growth	in	the	first	place	
and	 tame	 inequalities	 that	
are	 more	 associated	 with	
stagnation,”	he	said.	

Douthat’s	 conservative	
friends focus on an unrealis-
tic notion of everyone turn-
ing to traditionalist values, 
which creates a vision of 
those traditionalist people 
being converted for the pur-
pose of secular producers 
and	consumers,	he	said.	

Instead,	 Douthat	 wants	
to	 imagine	 a	 world	 where	
broad	 religious	 ideas	 —	 like	
God creating the universe 
and	humans	participating	in	
God’s	divine	plan,	to	specific	
ideas	of	babies	being	good	—	
can	create	a	society	of	moral	
institutions that are con-
cerned with social justice 
more	than	acquisition.	

“At	a	fundamental	level	as	
far apart as science and re-
ligion	can	go,	both	scientific	
and	 religious	 experiments	
proceed	from	a	similar	desire	
of knowing,” he said, adding 
they both seek to understand 
the	universe’s	secrets.	

He said this relationship 
between religion and science, 
between	 modern	 dynamism	
and ancient faith, can steer 
society	away	from	stagnation.

“There	can	be	a	mysterious	
alchemy	 between	 different	
forms	of	human	exploration,”	
he	 said.	 “I	 think	nothing	will	
be a surer sign that our age 
of stagnation is really end-
ing	than	that	kind	of	alchemy	
suddenly	returning.”

DOUTHAT
FROM PAGE 3

Perry grew up in Wilkins-
burg,	Pennsylvania,	a	small,	
primarily	 Black	 municipal-
ity near Pittsburgh, where 
he	 was	 informally	 adopt-
ed	 by	 a	 woman	 named	 El-
sie Boyd when his biologi-
cal parents were unable to 
care	 for	 him.	 It	was	 grow-
ing	up	 in	 this	environment	
that	first	 got	 him	 interest-
ed in the subject of proper-
ty	devaluation.

In	his	research,	he	looks	
at	 median	 Zillow	 and	 cen-
sus data for average list 
price in a given neighbor-
hood, and found that as 
the Black percentage of the 
population went up, the av-
erage	list	price	went	down.	
He also used structural 
characteristics,	 like	 num-
ber	 of	 rooms,	 education	
rates,	 crime,	 walkability	
and	 other	 zone	metrics	 as	
controls, to ensure that all 
the	comparisons	were	fair.	

He	 found	 that	 homes	 in	

Black neighborhoods are un-
dervalued and underpriced 
by	 23%,	 which	 comes	 out	
to	 approximately	 $40,000	
per	 home.	 Cumulatively,	
across the United States, 
this	comes	out	to	about	$156	
billion in loss of equity for 
Black	Americans.	

“Whenever	 something	
goes wrong in a Black neigh-
borhood,	we	blame	the	peo-
ple,”	 Perry	 said.	 “We	 talk	
about culture, we talk about 
sagging pants and hair-
styles, and the use of the 
N-word.	But	we	don’t	look	at	
the policies that led to the 
devaluation	of	property.”

In	 the	 future,	 Perry	
hopes to see a deliberate 
effort	 to	 remove	 the	 dregs	
of	 racism	 from	the	housing	
market	in	terms	of	negative	
lending	behavioral	patterns.	
He also hopes to drive the 
point	 home	 that	 past	 poli-
cy	 still	 negatively	 impacts	
Black	Americans	—	and	will	
continue to do so until the 
policy	is	corrected.	

PERRY
FROM PAGE 1

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Artist Brian Marable performs during the final dress rehearsal for Thurgood Thursday in the 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt.
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In 2017, Lisa Sharon Harper was invited to join 50 chap-
lains from around the world to a weeklong symposium 
on Robben Island in South Africa. 

“We were invited to explore two questions: What is 
the state of people of color in a post-colonizing world? And 
what is the relation of that state and justice?” she said.

Harper preached at the 9 a.m. worship service Thurs-
day in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “The Call to 
Repair What Race Broke in the World,” and the Scripture 
reading was Isaiah 58:1-12.

Before going to Robben Island, Harper was taken on 
a tour of Capetown. Her guides said, “You have to see 
the land in order to understand the story you are en-
tering into.” Their first stop was District 6, an area that 
was multi-ethnic until 1966, when it was declared a 
whites-only area. The government sent in the army to 
round up people of color. 

“They were dragged from their homes to a colored 
township,” she said. “There was such international outcry 
that the government razed everything and left it a field. 
The people have never returned.”

The second stop was Camps Bay, in the mountains over-
looking the sea. “It was green and blue and had a beautiful 
view of the ocean,” Harper said. “There were huge homes 
and gold gilt garage doors, but there was razor wire around 
every home. Who was in prison here?”

The third stop was a colored township, where there 
were no trees and no natural green space. The last stop 
was a Black township with a sea of tin homes. “When 
people move in, they stop at the store and get a tin home 
kit and build their own house,” she said. “This is where 
the indigenous people are and the Africans who immi-
grate to South Africa.”

Harper continued, “They had just gotten their first por-
ta-potties, first ever, and they rejoiced over having them. 
There is no running water or electricity except in light 
bulbs strung along the street. This was the state of South 
Africa 23 years after Apartheid ended. How can Christians 
live with this, the cognitive dissonance in the soul? Either 
you change it, or you adopt a theology that says Jesus had 
nothing to do with the situation.”

The prophet Isaiah wrote that the people of Israel were 
rejoicing as if they practiced righteousness and justice. 
“They live one way in church and another in daily life. They 
put God outside their relationship with the least of these,” 
Harper said to the congregation. “The reason to fast is to 
make you more sensitive to what is going on, more sensi-
tive to sin and oppression.”

But the people who Isaiah wrote about were only 
serving their own interests. They oppressed their work-
ers, did not pay a living wage and did not provide trans-
portation. They even quarrelled among themselves and 
allowed the hungry to stay hungry. “They would point 
the finger at others to deflect responsibility,” she said. 

“And they would talk about justice — talk, talk, talk, talk, 
talk — but never do anything.”

The prisoners on Robben Island had to work in a lime 
quarry in the sun without shade. It was work with no 
purpose, meant to oppress the prisoners. “Mandela turned 
the work into a university, taught the men to read and they 
prayed together. It was the center of resistance, not just 
political, but resistance to the crushing of the image of 
God, the dehumanization of the men,” Harper said.

She continued, “Mandela called for forgiveness, which 
is an extension of resistance — to cut the tie between 
the oppressor and the oppressed. Forgiveness was for 
the sake of the Black and brown people. The message for 
white people was restitution, reparations in the United 
States, and repentance.”

There are no unilateral actions that Black people can 
take to bridge the wealth gap. Harper said, “America has to 
undergo a vast social transformation, a bold national policy 
to address slavery, Jim Crow and ongoing racism.”

In her forthcoming book, Fortune, Harper traced the 
economic consequences of this wealth gap through 10 
generations from 1682 to the present. “Repair will require 

repentance, full repentance, national repentance, state 
repentance, local repentance, repentance by families and 
individuals. To choose not to repair is to choose not to 
repent. Repentance is true worship, when we speak and 
do justice,” she said.

Quoting Isaiah, she continued, “When we repent, our 
healing will spring forth, light will break forth, ruins will be 
rebuilt, generations raised, and then, only then, we can call 
ourselves repairers of the breach.”

As she has done every morning, Harper gave thanks to 
the Seneca and Erie Nations for being stewards of the land 
and blessed their elders. The Rev. J. Paul Womack presid-
ed. Mary Ellen Kimble, from a six-generation Chautauqua 
family, read the Scripture. The prelude was “Le Calme de la 
Mer,” by Tony Aubin, played by the Motet Consort: Barbara 
Hois, flute, Debbie Grrohman, clarinet and Willie La Fa-
vor, piano. Members of the Motet Choir sang “I Sat Down,” 
with music by Edward C. Bairstow and words from Song 
of Solomon 2:3b-4. Joshua Stafford, who holds the Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist and is director of sacred 
music, played “Sortie,” from “Pièces Posthumes,” by César 
Franck. The Alison and Craig Marthinsen Endowment for 
the Department of Religion provides support for this week’s 
services and chaplain. 
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Harper: Full repentance required to heal world broken by racism

When we repent, our healing will spring forth, light will 
break forth, ruins will be rebuilt, generations raised, 
and then, only then, we can call ourselves repairers of 
the breach.”

—LISA SHARON HARPER
Founder, 

Freedom Road

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Lisa Sharon Harper, founder and president of Freedom Road, 
delivers her sermon, “Four Words that Change Everything,” on 
Sunday in the Amphitheater. 

On Instagram: @chqdaily
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/13
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TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR SALE FOR RENT NEXT SEASONFOR RENT

5 SOUTH TERRACE. Modern 
2BR/2BA. Street level, central 
A/C,  W/D,  wi f i .  2  porches 
(Expansive view of Miller Park). 
On bus route near AMP and 
Bestor Plaza. Weeks 1-2. $2,400/
wk. Call:(954)557-0357.

Antique kitchen stove. Detroit 
Jewel. 1920’s white enamel 
716.672.2564 Fredonia, NY $300 
or best offer

Beautiful 1928 brick colonial 
located at 3419 Old Fluvanna 
Road. Nice, large family home. 
7BD/5.5BR, open staircase to the 
third story, about 4500 square 
feet, 1 acre lot. $425,000. 716-
338-5152

THE CHQ DAILY
Like us on Facebook 
to receive Chautauqua 
news, photos and videos:
fb.com/chqdaily 

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For   

August 14, 2021
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua Corporation 

will be held Saturday, August 14, 2021, beginning at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, New York.  
At that time, the Corporation will review the 

Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to serve 
as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the 
Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s 

audited financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/
about/board-of-trustees/

2021 Class B Trustee Nominee: George (Rick) Evans
Nominee Statement made be found at:  https://chq.org/about/

board-of-trustees/annual-corporation-meeting/

The Agnes H. and Hal A. 
Fausnaugh Fund for The-
ater Programming provides 
funding for Thurgood, by 
George Stevens Jr. 

The fund was established 
in the Chautauqua Founda-
tion by Agnes H. and Hal A. 

Fausnaugh of Rocky River, 
Ohio. Hal is a former mem-
ber of the Institution board 
of trustees and the Chau-
tauqua Foundation board. 

The Fausnaughs always 
loved the theater. Their first 
date in 1947 was to see Tal-

lulah Bankhead in Private 
Lives. To honor the Faus-
naughs’ 50th wedding an-
niversary, members of the 
Friends of the Chautauqua 
Theater donated and pre-
sented this fund. Aggie and 
Hal helped start the Friends 

and served as the first sec-
retary and treasurer.

In addition to their active 
interest in Chautauqua, they 
were longtime season tick-
et holders for the Cleveland 
Playhouse and the Great 
Lakes Festival Theater.

Fausnaugh Fund provides for CTC’s ‘Thurgood’ production

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

If you would like any back issues of the Daily, please stop at the 
Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.



NICK DANLAG
STAFF WRITER

The world is burning. Tem-
peratures are rising, coun-
tries are flooding and democ-
racy seems to be failing. So, 
Rebecca Henderson asked, 
why not get rid of capital-
ism, which many believe to be 
driving much of the harm to 
the planet?

“Free markets are, I be-
lieve, one of the great driv-
ers of human progress,” said 
Henderson, one of 25 Uni-
versity Professors at Harvard. 
“Genuinely free markets, 
where prices reflect the real 
costs, where everyone can 
play, where the rules of the 
game are respected, have 
generated untold prosperity 
and opportunity.”

To decarbonize the econ-
omy, remanage the agricul-
tural system, create “not mil-
lions, but billions of good jobs 
and to reimagine capitalism,” 
she said, people must first re-
think the role of the firm. She 
said the philosophy of busi-
ness people for decades has 
been that maximizing profits 
inherently betters society. 

“Business people have 
fundamentally believed that 
putting their heads down and 
maximizing profits creates 
jobs, airplane trips, lights to 
go on and incredible innova-
tion,” Henderson said.

Instead, the goal of firms 
should be to make the world 
a different, better place, and 
those purpose-driven orga-
nizations have performed ex-
tremely well. 

“These firms are not only 
feasible but often significant-
ly more creative, innovative 
and strategically adept than 
conventional firms,” Hender-
son said.

Henderson holds the John 
and Natty McArthur Uni-
versity Professorship on the 
faculty of Harvard Business 
School and is a Research Fel-
low at the National Bureau for 
Economic Research, which 
is a sustainability adviser to 
several of the world’s larg-
est companies. Her book 
Reimagining Capitalism in 
a World on Fire was short-
listed for the FT/McKinsey 
2020 Business Book of the 
Year Award.  At 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday in the Amphi-
theater, Henderson present-
ed the last lecture of Week 
Seven’s theme of “The State 
of the Economy: Where Do 
We Go From Here?” She dis-
cussed fundamental changes 
companies need to make, the 
power and innovation of pur-
pose-driven businesses and 
trends within industries and 
investors toward more sus-
tainable, equitable models. 

The top 10% of companies 
are twice as productive as the 
bottom 10%.

“I spent 20 years in win-
dowless conference rooms 
trying to make this result go 
away,” Henderson said. “Se-
riously, we controlled for 
differences in education, in 
location, in market and price-
cost margin. It could not be 
that some firms were simply 
better managed.”

But Henderson was wrong. 
“We now are quite sure,” 

Henderson said, “that those 
firms that use high-perfor-
mance work systems, that 
treat employees with dignity 
and respect, that give them 
the resources they need to 
do their job, that communi-
cate widely, that delegated 
authority, are very signifi-
cantly more productive than 
their rivals.”

And psychologists have 
found that when the beliefs 
of employees match those of 
the leadership, morale and 
productivity increase. When 
leaders have great business 
minds and their thoughts 
are in line with their work-
ers, great things can happen. 
Take Elon Musk, for exam-
ple, whose early gamble on 
electric vehicles pushed the 
industry ahead an estimated 
five to 10 years. 

“It is not a coincidence 
that Elon Musk is so rich,” 
Henderson said. “Elon Musk 
went into electric vehicles 
10 years before anyone else 

thought there was a busi-
ness there. Why? Because 
he wanted to change the 
world. He built, now, one of 
the most valuable compa-
nies in the world off the wild 
idea that the future might be 
different from today.”

Japan-based Toyota, too, 
had the initially wild idea of 
delegating power to the bot-
tom of their organization, lis-
tening to their workers’ ideas 
about how the cars should 
be made, and their business 
sprouted, while Western 
companies took 25 years to 
catch up with the practice. 

“Purpose gives you both 
productivity and authentic 
commitment to work, in-
trinsic motivation and deep 
levels of trust,” Henderson 
said. “So you have an orga-
nization that can respond 
and is flexible, and the vision 
to see beyond because the 
world is changing.”

For 20 years of her ca-
reer, Henderson studied why 
some businesses could not 
respond effectively to shifts 
in the industry. 

“I spent six months of 
my life trying to persuade 
Nokia that Apple was a seri-
ous threat. At the time, they 
were sending a million cell 
phones a week. So here’s 
the results of 20 years of re-
search in three minutes. Are 
you ready?” Henderson said. 
“I learned that change is re-
ally hard.”

She said firms tend to deny 
the world is changing.

“They’re always the last 
time that you need to do 
something different,” Hen-
derson said. “When they’ve 
worked out the world is 
changing and they say ‘OK, 
alright, putting in renew-
ables is profitable.’ They tell 
you that they are too busy, 
they don’t have the right 
people and somebody else 
can lead the way.”

Purpose-driven business-
es, on the other hand, often 
have high levels of trust from 
employees and innovative 
leadership.

“Every time I found a firm 
that has really changed, and 
believe me I was looking for 
them after working with 
Kodak and Nokia,” Hender-
son said, “they turned out 
to be emotionally commit-
ted to making a difference 
in the world.”

While governments have a 
large role to play, the private 
sector has to lead the change 
of capitalism.

“We don’t have the perfect 
government — I don’t know if 
you’ve noticed, but we’re hav-
ing a few political problems,” 
Henderson said. “Having the 
private sector as an ally, hav-
ing the sector stand up and 
say, ‘You know, I think that 
voting rights are actually a 
good idea,’ (creates change).”

Historically, businesses 
have stepped up when gov-
ernments didn’t.

“In Denmark, in the 19th 
century, it was a businessman 
who suggested maybe, maybe 
business should be in part-
nership with labor and with 
government to build a society 
that worked for everyone,” 
Henderson said.

After World War II, busi-
nesses in Japan and Ger-
many committed them-
selves to be inclusive to all, 
and remain as some of the 
most equal, and thriving, 
economies. 

This trend of the private 
businesses leading the way 
can still be seen today with 
industry using palm oils. Un-
sustainable palm oil, Hender-
son said, is an “environmental 
disaster,” causing massive de-
forestation and land poison-
ing, as well as poor treatment 
of the workforce. So Unile-
ver, a British multinational 
consumer goods company, 
wanted to change to 100% 
sustainably-grown palm oil. 
The problem was, Henderson 
said, this alternative was 80% 
more expensive. 

So the company went 
to industry rivals and dis-
cussed an industry-wide 
commitment to using more 
sustainable palm oils, which 

were more expensive, but 
reduced the number of car-
bon footprints. Sixty-seven 
percent of the world’s public 
traders of palm oil compa-
nies signed up to grow only 
sustainable goods.

“Seven to eight years ago, 
I thought this might change 
the world, that industry-wide 
voluntary cooperation was 
how we were going to solve 
the problems we faced was 
wrong. So were a bunch of 
other people. I will tell you 
that they made a lot of prog-
ress,” Henderson said. “In 
the Amazon before the new 
Brazilian administration, de-
forestation almost stopped 
because the big growers were 
selling to big firms who only 
wanted good stuff.”

It’s not just companies ex-
panding their actions against 
climate change. 

“A bunch of investors are 
saying, ‘You know, I appre-
ciate the profits, but the bit 
about destroying the planet 
and my society, I’m not so 
keen on that. Could I please 
put my money in firms that 
don’t do that?’ ” Henderson 
said. 

So what can people do? 
Henderson said to eat less 
meat, fly less and insulate 
houses. She said those in 
leadership have to be coura-
geous and take the first steps. 
She said employees need to 
act from where they are and 
also get politically involved. 

“It’s easy to think the world 
is driven by heroes because 
that’s how our minds work. 
We want to think the civ-
il rights movement was be-
cause of Martin Luther King 
Jr. or that India found its in-
dependence because of Dr. 
Ghandi — and of course, in-
dividuals make a difference,” 
Henderson said. “(But) when 
you dig deep in every orga-
nization, every social move-
ment, there are thousands of 
people driving change.”

She ended by telling the 
Amp audience not to despair.

“Despair is easy … It’s easy 
to think of humans as greedy 
and selfish and short-sighted, 
but humans are amazing. We 
have the technology and the 
resources to solve the prob-
lems that we face,” Hender-
son said. “At least my own ex-
perience has been that trying 

to change things is way more 
fun than giving into despair.”

As part of the Q-and-A 
session, Matt Ewalt, vice 
president and the Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education, asked Henderson 
how COVID-19 has changed 
the way that firms think. 

“In the beginning, my col-
leagues thought I had lost 
my mind. I think they liked 
me, so they were very polite 
about it, but you could tell 
they thought I had gone off 
the deep end,” Henderson 
said. “A year ago, one of my 
colleagues formally apolo-
gized to me. They said, ‘Re-
becca, you were right the 
whole time.’ ”

In the past, Henderson 
said she was a fringe speak-
er, receiving low ratings from 
the audience. Recently, she is 
routinely top-rated, and she 

said that is not because she 
is doing anything different. 
Now, more people lean for-
ward when she speaks about 
climate change and ask her 
how they can get involved. 

“The pandemic, I thought 
it might blur this whole agen-
da; that people would be too 
busy to think,” Henderson 
said. “But, in fact, what it’s 
done, I think, is made us vis-
cerally aware of how things 
can change like that.”

She says every indicator 
shows there has been a shift 
in how investors and busi-
nesses think. 

“I hold the pandemic re-
sponsible for that,” Hender-
son said, “and the massive 
floods, fires in California and 
floods in Bangladesh. I real-
ly think that concatenation 
of events has really, really 
changed things.”
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Harvard’s Henderson discusses need to reimagine capitalism to better society 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Rebecca M. Henderson, author of Reimagining Capitalism in a World on Fire, speaks Thursday in the Amphitheater.
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F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 13

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7– 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices of 
World Religions. Leaders: Kainat 
Norton and Muinuddin Smith 
(Sufism.) Donation. Marion Lawrance 
Room, 2nd floor, Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 14

7:00 (7–11) Farmers Market

7:30 (7:30–8:00) Centering Prayer. 
Mystic Heart Community 
Meditation. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan. Donation. Marion 
Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, Hurlbut 
Church

of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “The Call to 
Beloved Community.” Lisa Sharon 
Harper, founder and president, 
FreedomRoad.us. Amphitheater

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Kabalah and 
Meditation.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Films for Change: Partnership 
with Planet in Focus Film 
Festival. Meet the Filmmaker 
Event. “Climate Emergency: 
Feedback Loops.” Bestor Cram. 
Chautauqua Cinema

10:00 (10–11) Chautauqua Lecture 
Series Master Class. Rebecca M. 
Henderson, author, Reimagining 
Capitalism in a World on Fire. Fee. 
Register at learn.chq.org. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30 – 12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:30 Listening Session for 
Chautauquans with Special 
Needs. (Programmed by the Youth 
and Family Programs Advisory 
Group.) Hall of Philosophy

10:30 Moving Meditation. (Weather 
permitting.) Quaker House. 28 
Ames

10:30 Garden Tour. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of grounds 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Meet at Miller Park 
Rain Garden

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Popsicle stick picture frames. 
Timothy’s Playground, Miller Park

12:15 Challah Baking. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.)  
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House and 
Zoom (cocweb.org)

12:15 Prose Writer-In-Residence Brown 
Bag Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) T. 
Geronimo Johnson. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org)

1:00 African American Heritage House 
Lecture Series. Andre Perry, 
Sr. fellow, Metropolitan Policy 
Program, Brookings Institution. 
CHQ Assembly (assembly.chq.org)

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:00 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake and 
Institution grounds while kayaking 
along the shore. Fee. Sports Club

2:00 Stories for People Who Love 
Stories. Quaker House, 28 Ames

2:00 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake and 
Institution grounds while kayaking 
along the shore. Fee. Sports Club

2:30 (2:30–5) Mah Jongg. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Memberships 

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association (CPOA) Meeting. Hall 
of Philosophy

9:30 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Rabbi Aaron Bisno 
and Susan Goldberg Schwartz. 
Kiddush lunch to follow. Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

9:30 Chabad Jewish House 
Community Shabbat Service. 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Kiddush 
to follow at 12:15 p.m. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

4:00 THEATER. Thurgood. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred 
tickets or reserve 6-person lawn 
pods at tickets.chq.org, or by 
visiting Ticket Office.) Talkback to 
follow. Performance Pavilion on 
Pratt

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA CONCERT. “The 
Great American Songbook.” Stuart 
Chafetz, principal pops conductor. 
Capathia Jenkins, voice. 
Amphitheater

8:45 (Dusk) Chautauqua Cinema Under 
the Stars. “Warm Bodies.” (PG-13 
– Zombie Violence, Some Language) 
Weather permitting. Athenaeum 
Hotel Lawn

“Sometimes history takes things into  
its own hands!”

By George Stevens Jr.
Directed by Steve H. Broadnax III 
Featuring guest artist Brian Marable

Aug. 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21 & 22
4 p.m. • Performance Pavilion on Pratt

Purchase or reserve your seat at tickets.chq.org

CHAUTAUQUA THEATER COMPANY

available at the door. CWC House

2:30 (2:30 – 4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

4:00 THEATER. Thurgood. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred 
tickets or reserve 6-person 
lawn pods at tickets.chq.org, 
or by visiting Ticket Office.) 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt

4:30 (4:30 – 6) Takeout Farmer 
Brown’s BBQ Pulled Pork 
Dinner. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Pre-
order at chautauquawomensclub.
org. CWC Tent

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Sabbath.” Miller 
Park (if rain, Smith Wikes Hall)

5:00 (5 – 6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

8:00 SPECIAL. Harry Connick, Jr. and 
his Band: Time To Play! (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at tickets.
chq.org, or by visiting Ticket Office, 
Visitors Center or Amphitheater 
screen house during ticketing 
hours.) Vaccine verification 
sticker required for all attendees. 
Amphitheater

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

If you would like any back issues of the Daily, please stop at the 
Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY
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