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The world descended onto Chautauqua 
Institution Friday as an act of violence 
sent shockwaves through the commu-
nity within the gates, and across the 
globe, as Booker Prize-winning author 
Salman Rushdie was attacked on the 
Amphitheater stage and  stabbed be-
fore a full audience.

Rushdie and Henry Reese, director of 
Pittsburgh’s City of Asylum, were set to 
give the Chautauqua Lecture Series pre-
sentation at 10:45 a.m. Friday morning. 
The two men were being introduced by 
Michael I. Rudell Director of Literary Arts 
Sony Ton-Aime, when a man ran onto the 

stage, attacking Rushdie at 10:47 a.m.
New York State Police, at a press con-

ference in Jamestown Friday evening, 
identified the man as Hadi Matar, 24, of 
Fairview, New Jersey. According to po-
lice, Rushdie, 75, suffered an apparent 
stab wound to the neck and chest and 
was transported by helicopter  to UPMC 
Hamot, in Erie, Pennsylvania. The New 
York Times reported late Friday night 
that Rushdie, while stable, was on a 
ventilator, citing Rushdie’s agent An-
drew Wylie that the author “will likely 
lose one eye; the nerves in his arm were 
severed; and his liver was stabbed and 
damaged.” Reese, 73, suffered a minor 
head injury. 
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GSU’s Becker 
reflects on 
university 
system’s 
opportunities

Douglas to 
join CHQ as 
chaplain for 
Week Eight
KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

The role of a 
theologian 
is to help 
the church, 
to live by 
an oath that 
says the 
church is 
accountable 
to its own 
faith claims. 
The V. Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas works to make sure 
this role is understood and 
that people live in the true 
meaning of their faith.

Douglas will serve as 
chaplain for Week Eight at 
Chautauqua. She is canon 
theologian at Washington 
National Cathedral, an or-
dained minister and dean 
of the Episcopal Divinity 
School at Union Theologi-
cal Seminary.

Her sermon titles in their 
weekly order are: “A Soul-full 
People: ‘S’ ”; “A Soul-full Peo-
ple: ‘O’ ”;  “A Soul-full People: 
‘U’ ”; “A Soul-full People: ‘L’ ”; 
and “A Soul-full People: Ask-
ing the Right Question.”

At 10:45 a.m. Sunday in the 
Amphitheater, she will use 
Luke 12:49-56 to preach about 
Jesus calling his people into a 
place of division, and contin-
ue with this theme through-
out the week, with passages 
from many faith leaders and 
others such as W. E. B. Du 
Bois, a 20th century sociol-
ogist, historian, author and 
civil rights activist.

“The overall theme is go-
ing to be about being a di-
vided people as we are a di-
vided nation,” Douglas said. 
“During the week I will talk 
about that in terms of we are 
people that are divided from 
our very soul.”

DEBORAH TREFTS
STAFF WRITER

In nine 
days, Geor-
gia State 
University’s 
2022 fall 
s e m e s t e r 
will begin 
in Atlan-
ta. Among 
all of the 
u n i v e r s i -
ties in the nation, GSU is 
No. 2 in “Best Undergradu-
ate Teaching” and No. 2 in 
“Most Innovative Schools” 
according to this year’s 
U.S. News and World Report 
“Best Colleges” edition. 
GSU has consistently been 
ranked as one of Ameri-
ca’s three most innovative 
universities. It is ranked 
ranked directly ahead of 
Princeton University and 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology respectively.

Current tuition and fees 
for GSU’s in-state students 
are $11,076, and for out-
of-state students they are 
$30,114. During fall 2020, GSU 
enrolled 28,772 students.

When eyeballing these 
numbers, prospective stu-
dents and their parents are 
likely to have many questions. 
Fortunately for Chautau-
quans, there’s a statistician 
named Mark Becker whose 
insight into GSU’s success is 
particularly broad and deep, 
and he was to be the Chau-
tauqua Women’s Club’s next 
Contemporary Issues Forum 
speaker; however, following 
the Friday attack on author 
Salman Rushdie in the Am-
phitheater, the Institution is 
cancelling the bulk of its Sat-
urday programming; includ-
ing the CIF.

See DOUGLAS, Page A4See BECKER, Page A6
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Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

SATURDAY’S 
WEATHER

H 75° L 55°
Rain: 3%
Sunset: 8:21 p.m.

MONDAY
H 73° L 58°
Rain: 58%
Sunrise: 6:25 a.m. Sunset: 8:18 p.m. 

SUNDAY
H 75° L 58°
Rain: 18%
Sunrise: 6:23 a.m. Sunset: 8:19 p.m. 
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A COMMUNITY 
IN SHOCK

Novelist Rushdie attacked in opening 
moments of 10:45 a.m. lecture in 

Amphitheater, sustains serious injuries

CASSIDEY KAVATHAS
STAFF WRITER

To Julie Kent, artistic di-
rector of The Washington 
Ballet, dance and music 
appear as symbolic sis-
ters. This deep connec-
tion, which plays on and 
balances the strengths of 
one another, will be on full 
display this weekend in the 
historic Amphitheater. 

“That music/dance sis-
terhood is as old as time. 
Humans have been danc-
ing to music made by oth-

ers since the beginning of 
time,” Kent said. “It takes 
so many different forms 
now. That’s the real beau-
ty of it.”

At 8:15 p.m. Saturday in 
the Amp, The Washington 

Ballet and the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra, 
under the baton of Music 
Director Rossen Milan-
ov, will fill the stage with 
artistic excellence. The 
Washington Ballet is in 

the midst of a Chautauqua 
residency, performing last 
Wednesday in the Amp.
“I always think of music 
being the older sister. ... 

TWB, CSO  
to join forces 
in evening of 
music, dance

Ephemerality in Music & Movement

See BALLET, Page A4

SEAN SMITH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Washington Ballet performs “Beethoven Serenade” Wednesday in the Amphitheater. TWB is 
tentatively set to perform with the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra Saturday in the Amp.

CASSIDEY KAVATHAS
STAFF WRITER

As the summer season 
winds down, Chautauqua 
School of Dance students 
are lacing up their slip-
pers and shoes for one last 
dance and a final bow on 
the Amphitheater stage. 

“The biggest thing is 
going to be saying bye to 
everyone. It’s such a great 
group of dancers and peo-
ple in general. We’ve all 
made some really won-
derful friendships,” said 
Rachel Nash, a pre-pro-
fessional student at the 
School of Dance. “It’s al-

ways hard to say goodbye, 
but the dance world is so 
small and I know we will 
see each other again.”

At 2:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the Amp, dance students 

are scheduled to present 
both classical, beloved 
repertoire and more re-
cent work. The perfor-
mance includes 14 pieces 
and features dances cho-

reographed by some of 

the pre-professional stu-

dents, including Nash. 

Young dancers 
prepare for 
final student 
gala in Amp

A last dance, a final bow, another goodbye

JOELEEN HUBBARD / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua School of Dance Pre-Professional Division students rehearse for the Student Gala II 
Tuesday; if cleared, the performance is planned for Sunday in the Amphitheater.

See RUSHDIE, Page A8

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Flowers and candles are left outside the Amphitheater Friday evening after an attack on author Salman 
Rushdie during the morning lecture.
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The building blocks that 
constructed Ryan Bough-
ton’s interest in architec-
ture were erected at a young 
age. By the time he went on 
a mission trip to Haiti at age 
16, the blueprints were final-
ized. While there, he worked 
to help build a school, de-
signed by an architect from 
the Chautauqua community. 
“It’s one of those things, to 
really see the difference that 
design could make,” he said.

Eight months ago, 
Boughton brought his love 
of architecture to Chau-
tauqua as the Institution’s 
capital project manager 
and administrator of archi-
tectural and land use regu-
lations — but growing up in 
the county, he’s no stranger 
to the area.

“I’ve been coming to 
Chautauqua since I was a 
kid. My parents used to take 
me over here for shows. … 

It’s where I learned how to 
golf,” Boughton said.

A lot of people love their 
job, and a lot of people love 
their community, but he 
said Chautauqua is “defi-
nitely near and dear to me.”

Boughton graduated 
with a Master of Architec-
ture from Virginia Tech in 
2020. To him, it only made 
sense to continue his pro-
fessional career at Chau-
tauqua. In his interview for 
the job, he told Vice Pres-
ident of Campus Planning 
and Operations John Shedd 
he’d probably be taking va-
cation time to be on the 
grounds anyways.

“Having a job where I get 
to be a part of this commu-
nity, and hopefully bene-
fit it, just seemed like the 
right fit,” Boughton said.

Through his time at a 
firm in Virginia, Boughton 
helped work on the Student 
Athletic Performance Cen-
ter at Virginia Tech. 

“The design of campus-
es like that … definitely 
brought a lot to the table 
as far as how I think about 

Chautauqua as a place, as 
a campus,” Boughton said, 
“and the things that we can 
do on the grounds to con-
tinue the traditions here and 
make it a place where people 
can come, learn and grow 
but also relax and enjoy.” 

In his short time here, 
Boughton has already had 
a hand in various phases of 
numerous projects, like the 
construction of the new 
maintenance facility behind 
the overflow parking lots. 

“It’s been a great op-
portunity to really become 
close with a lot of the build-
ings, grounds and gardens 
personnel and to figure out 
how they work through the 
process of having this new 
building constructed,” he 
said. “It has been a great 
learning experience. I feel 
much more connected to 
all those folks now, and 
we’re all very grateful for 
the opportunity to build a 
new space for them.”

Boughton’s position is 
multifaceted, with a large 
focus on capital projects, 
while also working with 

property owners with the 
Institution’s Architecture 
and Land Use Regulations.

“Being able to engage 
with prospective and cur-
rent property owners, as well 
as realtors and contractors 
around the area, is something 
that I do on a day-to-day ba-
sis, and I’m glad to be able to 
be in the greater communi-
ty with projects outside of 
what’s going on for Institution 
facilities,” he said.

Boughton is already 
looking forward to what 
comes after the summer 
season in his work.

“I’m very excited for the 
up-and-coming ‘construc-
tion season,’ as a lot of the 
contractors referred to 
it,” Boughton said. “I know 
that sounds contrary to 
how most people think, 
but I’m looking forward to 
engaging with all the con-
tractors again and seeing 
all of them driving around 
in their trucks and talking 
with the various architects 
that work for everybody in 
the community.”
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Notice of cancellations
The Chautauqua Property Owners Association Annual 
Business Meeting and Class B trustee election have been 
canceled, and will be scheduled for a day before the close 
of the season.

The Smith Memorial Library, Chautauqua Bookstore, 
Post Office, Chautauqua Visual Arts galleries, Institu-
tion-owned restaurants, the Turner Community Center 
and all other recreation centers will operate with normal 
business hours this weekend.

The 2 p.m. Contemporary Issues Forum in the Hall of 
Philosophy is canceled, as is the 4 p.m. chamber recital in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

Please check the back page of the Daily for information 
on Saturday events; Sunday events are still tentative and 
can be confirmed by visiting chq.org.
 
Amp sweepers needed
Chautauqua Institution is in need of Amphitheater sweepers 
for the remainder of the season. Sweepers are responsible 
for cleaning floors in the Amp’s public areas, removing trash 
and debris, and ensuring cleaning equipment is properly 
stored, among other responsibilities. Applicants must be at 
14 years old. For more information or to apply, please visit 
chq.org/employment, and click on the job link for “Sweeper 
(Amphitheater).”
 
Special location for Raskin presentations
Please note that the 2 p.m. Monday Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries presentation, and 3:30 p.m. Tuesday presentation for 
the Everett Jewish Life Center at Chautauqua from U.S. Rep. 
Jamie Raskin will take place in the Norton Hall.

Chicken BBQ
The Chicken BBQ starts at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday in front of 
Fire Hall on Massey Ave. It is sponsored by the Chautauqua 
Fire Department, and lasts until all are sold.

Open Mic
Chautauqua writers 18 or older are invited to share their 
work at 5 p.m. every Sunday in the Prose Room on the sec-
ond floor of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Plan 
on reading for no more than five minutes or just come and 
listen. Find more information at www.chq.org/fcwc. Direct 
any questions to friendsofthewriterscenter@gmail.com. 

Informal Critiques
At 1:15 p.m. Tuesday in the second-floor Poetry Room of the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall, writers are welcome to 
bring one page of their writing to receive feedback from the 
group, led by a published writer. Bring 10 copies of the writ-
ing sample to share.

Tennis Center Dawn Patrol
Join a Doubles Round Robin from 7 to 9 a.m. each weekday 
at the Chautauqua Tennis Center. Both men and women are 
welcome. No reservations are needed — just show up.

Art of Investing
Dennis Galucki will lead a free community discussion on in-
vesting from 4 to 4:50 p.m. Monday in the Heritage Meeting 
Room of Smith Memorial Library. Space is limited and avail-
able on a first-come, first-seated basis.

CLSC Bryant Day Celebration
Join us for our CLSC Bryant Day celebration at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 20, at the Miller Bell Tower, where we’ll an-
nounce the first CLSC selections for 2023 and ring in the 
new reading year.

COVID-19 Community Level Update
Please note that the COVID-19 community level in Chau-
tauqua County is currently “medium,” and the Institution is 
aware of positive cases among its staff and students. The 
current understanding is that the BA.5 variant is extremely 
transmissible, though appears to be less severe. 

The CDC recommends when a community level is “medi-
um” that people wear a mask if they have symptoms of ex-
posure to someone with COVID-19. If you are at high risk for 
severe illness, consider wearing a mask at all times in public, 
indoor spaces and take additional precautions.

For more information about the institution’s protocols 
and procedures, visit vacationsafely.chq.org.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is from noon to 2 p.m. Sunday behind the 
Colonnade, and Artists at the Market will take place from 
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday at the Chautauqua Farmer’s Market.

Water shoes recommended for lake
Zebra mussels are known to be in Chautauqua Lake and 
their shells can be sharp. Water shoes are recommended 
on shores and in waters off our beaches where you may be 
walking on the lake bottom. Water shoes are available for 
purchase at Sports Club. Direct any questions to Shannon 
Rozner, senior vice president of community relations and 
general counsel, at srozner@chq.org.

African American Heritage House Porch Chats
At 1 p.m. Sunday at the Athenaeum Hotel, please join the Af-
rican American Heritage House for our weekly Porch Chats. 
We invite Chautauqua community members for a public 
discussion on our weekly lectures. 

CSO League Reception moved to Aug. 20
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra League will honor 
the members of the CSO on Saturday, Aug. 20, at a reception 
in the Athenaeum after the evening concert (please note the 
new date). We celebrate returning musicians who have giv-
en so many of their summers to Chautauqua and the guest 
players who brought the orchestra to greater strength in 
numbers and new heights of beauty. We are thankful for 
Chautauqua’s relationship with the Sphinx Organization 
that will be giving many young professional players the op-
portunity to experience Maestro Milanov and Amp audi-
ences in the future. 

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ryan Boughton is Chautauqua Institution’s new capital project manager and administrator of architectural and land use regulations. He has 
taken part in various projects in Chautauqua, including the new maintenance facility behind the overflow parking lots. 

It’s been a great opportunity to really become close with a lot of the buildings, 
grounds and gardens personnel and to figure out how they work through the 
process of having this new building constructed. It has been a great learning 
experience. I feel much more connected to all those folks now, and we’re all very 
grateful for the opportunity to build a new space for them.”

—RYAN BOUGHTON
Administrator,  Architectural and Land Use Regulations, 

Capital Projects Manager

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY
If you would like any back issues of the Daily, please stop at the Daily Business Office 
in Logan Hall.

In new role, Boughton brings love of architecture to Chautauqua
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Bestor Society members 
gathered at 3 Taps last Sat-
urday for the annual Presi-
dent’s Address and a warm 
evening by the lake, min-
gling with members of the 
administration and each 
other as live music from 
School of Music students 
filled the air. The society, 
composed of Chautauquans 
who donate at least $5,000 
to the Chautauqua Fund 
annually and named af-
ter Arthur E. Bestor — who 
led the Institution through 
two world wars and an 
economic depression — is 
responsible for approxi-
mately three-quarters of 
Chautauqua’s annual phil-
anthropic support.  

“Bestor Society con-
tributions account for 
nearly 80% of all money 
raised for the Chautauqua 
Fund. More broadly, your 
contributions are key to 
Chautauqua reaching our 
strategic plan goals,” said 
Candace Maxwell, chair of 
the Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees. “In 2022, 
philanthropy will make up 
31% of our revenue, based 
on our estimates, com-
pared to 22% in 2019. … We 
are already exceeding our 
strategic plan goal in this 
area for 2022. We remain 
extremely grateful for your 
investment, your commit-
ment to Chautauqua and 
your generous support.”

Maxwell highlighted the 
continued growth at Chau-
tauqua through her speech.

“Your gifts are essential 
for the fulfillment of Chau-
tauqua’s strategic plan. 
They allow us to invest in 
programmatic innovations 
and infrastructure im-
provements,” Maxwell said, 
listing accomplishments 
such as late-night dancing 
with Ballet Hispánico, the 
collaboration with the Jef-
ferson Project on preserv-
ing the health of Chautau-
qua Lake and creating CHQ 
Assembly. “... You are mak-
ing these and so many oth-
er advancements possible,” 
Maxwell said. 

Maxwell then introduced 
Bill and Debbie Currin, co-
chairs of the Chautauqua 
Fund, who discussed the 
importance of giving. The 
Chautauqua Fund supports 
myriad initiatives — includ-
ing student scholarships. 

“Hundreds of students 
are able to come to Chau-
tauqua each year because 

of scholarships that are 
supported by the Chau-
tauqua Fund. It’s a symbi-
otic relationship. We do-
nate money to support the 
scholarships; students use 
those scholarships to hone 
their craft with some of the 
best teachers in the world; 
and they then fill our beau-
tiful grounds with music, 
with theater, with art for 
all of us to enjoy,” Bill Cur-
rin said. “... Chautauqua 
wouldn’t be able to support 
these artists, or bring in 
lectures, or host the inter-
faith services without the 
leadership … of those of us 
in the Bestor Society.”

The event then shifted 
to the President’s Address, 
which highlighted Chautau-
qua’s need to grow, change, 
shift and shape. President 
Michael E. Hill noted that 
Chautauqua’s ability to do 
just that in the past has been 
key to both the Institution’s 
resilience, and its ability to 
move forward.

“I know that we all joke 
about ‘change’ being an ugly 
word at Chautauqua, but if 
you think about it, Chautau-
qua has always become what 
it needed to be for its cur-
rent generation,” Hill said. 
“As you are one of the most 
important groups of inves-
tors in Chautauqua’s future, 
I’m excited to share what 
we’ve heard that this gener-
ation needs and wants of — 
and for — Chautauqua.”

Hill identified four im-
portant words for Chau-
tauqua’s future: grow, 
change, shift and shape. 
Hill outlined the need to 
grow attendance, diversity 
and revenue streams; and 
to change both the ways 
Chautauqua grows and 
attracts talent and part-
nerships, becomes more 
accessible, and utilizes 
technology.

Chautauqua, he said, 
must shift from just aspiring 
to be a welcoming commu-
nity to actually being one. It 
must also shift to a proactive 
position on lake conserva-
tion and to curate impactful 
conversations throughout 
the year.

Finally, Hill called for the 
need to shape the future of 
Chautauqua and the Sum-
mer Assembly, and to ex-
pand Chautauqua’s world-
wide reach. 

“Grow and change, shift 
and shape: In a nutshell, 
that’s what our shared 
work calls us to do,” Hill 
said. “It will likely come as 

no surprise to you that to 
do all of this, we will need 
to widen and deepen the 
impact of philanthropy on 
our mission and operations 
and we will do that, in large 
part, through a major capi-
tal campaign.”

Plans are already taking 
shape for the Institution’s 
sesquicentennial in 2024, 
starting the celebration in 
summer 2023 and culmi-
nating on Old First Night 
2024.

“There will be multiple 
opportunities to not only 
celebrate, but also to help us 
reflect on the impact of this 
organization over the past 
century and a half — an im-
pact made possible by peo-
ple like you who continue 
to prioritize Chautauqua in 
your philanthropic giving,” 
Hill said.

Hill asked the Bestor So-
ciety members to imagine 
what Chautauqua could look 
like in the future.

He asked them to imagine 
a renovated Bellinger Hall for 
students from the Schools of 
Performing and Visual Arts, 
as well as a new generation 
of Chautauquans who will 
visit beyond the summer 
season. Hill sketched out the 
idea of a collaborative home 
for theater, arts education 
and Special Studies courses 
that can be used year-round.

He asked if Chautauqua 
could become a research 
and learning center for the 
trends impacting the lake, 
sharing knowledge gained 

with others working on is-
sues of freshwater water-
ways. He noted the power of 
Climate Change Initiative to 
test if the Institution’s con-
vening authority can move 
beyond the season and help 
develop a consensus on cli-
mate change solutions.

Hill hopes that Chautau-
qua can offer fellowships to 
bring the best and bright-
est to share their talents 
with Chautauquans, and 
to expand the Chautauqua 
Fund to ensure that the 
Chautauqua experience is 
constantly improving. 

Ultimately Hill said, Chau-
tauqua can make a differ-
ence by empowering other 
ever-growing communities. 

“I suggest to you that 
these are the questions we 
need to raise and answer 
together. This group — the 
Bestor Society — is the core 
group of individuals who 
represent our litmus test,” 
Hill said. “With your heads 
nodding in the right direc-
tion in response to these 
and other questions, we 
can and will proceed confi-
dently into these and other 
initiatives to secure the fu-
ture of Chautauqua.”

Hill closed by thanking 
members of the Bestor Soci-
ety for the role they play.

“Thank you for helping 
us to grow, change, shift 
and shape,” he said. “It is 
your hands and hearts that 
help us to achieve that bal-
ance between tradition and 
innovation.”
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President Hill addresses Bestor Society with hope for future

Grow and change, shift and shape: In a nutshell, 
that’s what our shared work calls us to do. It will 
likely come as no surprise to you that to do all of 
this, we will need to widen and deepen the impact 
of philanthropy on our mission and operations 
and we will do that, in large part, through a major 
capital campaign.”

—PRESIDENT MICHAEL E. HILL

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Institution President Michael E. Hill delivers his annual President’s Address to members of the Bestor Society last Saturday near the Miller Bell Tower.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The theme of Hill’s 2022 President’s Address was the need to 
“grow, change, shift and shape.”



In Du Bois’ book, The Souls 
of Black Folk, he introduc-
es the concept of warring 
souls; Douglas said she sees 
America as a nation warring 
with its own soul.

Her Scripture texts for 
the weekday services include 
John 8:1-11 on Monday, Mat-
thew 25:31-40 on Tuesday, 
Mark 25:28-32 on Wednes-
day, Mark 16:1-6 on Thursday 
and Mark 10:17-31 on Friday to 
close the week.

“What I’m doing in my 
own preaching is sharing, in 
so many ways, in which I try 
to understand my faith the-
ology and faith-seeking un-
derstanding,” Douglas said. 
“That’s the journey, to help us 
understand the meaning of 
our faith as we navigate the 
world in which we met.”

As one of the first 10 
Black women to be ordained 
a priest in the Episcopal 

Church, she said she is also 
looking forward to her con-
versation with Darren Walker 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Hall of Philosophy, a program 
that is part of the Interfaith 
Lecture Series.

Walker, president of the 
Ford Foundation and curat-
ing partner for Week Eight, 
will engage in dialogue with 
Douglas to discuss the role of 
faith leaders, the current cri-
ses America is facing, social 
justice and other topics. 

“As we stay committed 
to social justice, I always say 
‘Social justice is not the add 

on, it is … the center of our 
faith,’ ” Douglas said.

Living life toward a more 
just future is what God in-
tended, she said. It’s up to 
individuals, however, to de-
cide and determine how 
they will live a life account-
able to their soul.

She also draws from 
20th-century theologian Karl 
Barth, who focused on the 
journey to faith.

“(Barth says) to always 
have the newspaper in one 
hand and the Bible in the oth-
er, and to recognize that peo-
ple live out their faith in their 

everyday lives (while) trying 
to navigate the meaning of 
faith,” Douglas said.

She has never been to 
Chautauqua before, so it will 
be a new experience. From 
her earlier years as a priest 
to now, Douglas said she still 
gets nervous every time she 
approaches the pulpit.

“I had more trouble figur-
ing out what to say and how 
to preach (earlier) because 
I think that your preaching 
grows as you grow in your 
journey of navigating your 
faith,” Douglas said.

On Feb. 7, Douglas was 

the presider to the Rt. Rev. V. 
Gene Robinson, retired vice 
president of religion at Chau-
tauqua, while he preached at 
Washington National Cathe-
dral. Robinson was asked to 
speak on the controversial 
guest speaker they had for the 
same service, popular evan-
gelical pastor Max Lucado, 
who spoke outwardly against 
the LGBTQ+ community.

“This time in America, 
what I find challenging is hav-
ing the courage to speak the 
truth that I know without ar-
rogance,” Douglas said.

She also struggles with 

giving people the courage 
to ask hard questions and to 
shift their perspectives.

The main challenge she 
sees is preachers being afraid 
to say things that come across 
as divisive. She said this is 
necessary because partner-
ing with God means taking 
the work literally and justly.

“If we are going to take se-
riously a crucified savior, then 
that means we have to have 
the courage to talk about 
crucified realities and move 
toward a world with the fu-
ture that God’s promised us,” 
Douglas said.

... The dancer has to be at 
another level of experi-
ence; you have a height-
ened awareness in order to 
respond and connect with 
those musicians,” Kent said. 
“The marvel of live perfor-
mances are where you’re 
basically witnessing, in 
front of your eyes, that in-
credible capacity of human 
beings, these incredible 
talents that people have, 
you’re seeing them being 
amplified and magnified.”

Saturday’s program 
opens with Balanchine’s 
Apollo set to music com-
posed by Stravinsky. 

“This was one of Bal-
anchine’s first ballets that 
he choreographed, and it’s 
a masterpiece and a beau-
tiful piece of art,” Kent said. 
“... For all the dancers per-
forming, this will be their 
first time taking on this 
beautiful piece of art.”

Milanov thinks that Stra-
vinsky’s score, performed 
by the CSO, may surprise 
the audience. 

“The music is written 
just for string orchestra. 
So it’s a little bit unusual 
… to hear him in a some-
what more chamber or 
near-oriented sonority. 
… This probably, to some 
people, would be a little bit 
unexpected,” Milanov said. 

“But Stravinsky was one of 
those musical chameleons. 
Just like Pablo Picasso, he 
managed to invent a little 
different self as he lived 
throughout the entire first 
three-quarters of the 20th 
century. What he wrote at 
the beginning of the cen-
tury is very different than 
what he wrote just before 
the end of his life.”

In collaboration with 
students from the School 
of Dance, artists from The 
Washington Ballet will 
take the leading role in the 
second act of the night: 
Tchaikovsky’s pas de deux 
for Swan Lake.

“I love that music with 
all of my heart. The fact 
that we’re doing it with the 
CSO is really special,” said 
Rachel Nash, a pre-profes-
sional student at the School 
of Dance. “Just getting to 
be a part of it is incredible. 
It’s been such a pleasure to 
work with Julie Kent this 
week, and she has so much 
knowledge and understand-
ing of the art as a whole.”

For Kent, working with 
the students has been a 
real pleasure, as she her-
self danced as a student at 
Chautauqua 39 years ago 
and returned 18 years ago 
as a faculty member. 

“It’s a great joy for me. I 
love to share my love and 
passion and experience 
with classical ballet with 

new generations,” Kent 
said. “It’s an oral tradition, 
and sharing what you know 
with other dancers that love 
and are discovering and 
deepening their love for the 
art form is really one of the 
most rewarding things ever.”

Throughout the residen-
cy, both the students and 
the professional dancers 
of The Washington Bal-
let have learned from each 
other, Kent said.

“It’s extremely inspiring 
for (students) to have the 
opportunity to work close-
ly and be amongst these 
extraordinary profession-
als of The Washington Bal-
let,” she said. “It’s a mutual-
ly inspiring sort of alchemy, 
and it adds so much to ev-
erybody’s experience.”

The music and choreog-
raphy of Swan Lake is con-
sidered the start of modern 
narrative ballet, Milanov said. 

“It’s from the second half 
of the piece, and the Prince 
and the White Swan are 
having their first love pas 
de deux at first sight, and 
it is a very important part 
of the ballet,” Milanov said. 
“The way Tchaikovsky has 
scored this is one of the 
most famous, and more 
beautiful, selections from 
the ballet, because he uses 
two solo instruments, the 
solo violin and the solo cel-
lo, to portray the Swan and 
the Prince. These two in-

struments probably would 
match their voice register 
when they speak, the so-
prano for the violin and 
Swan, and the baritone for 
the cello and the Prince.”

Finishing off the perfor-
mance will be Balanchine’s 
Allegro Brillante, with mu-
sic by Tchaikovsky. Bal-
anchine had said that in 
this ballet he put every-
thing he knew about classi-
cal ballet in 16 minutes. 

“It’s a real virtuoso for 
both the musician, as well 
as the dancers on the stage. 
It’s an exciting virtuoso for 
everyone,” Kent said. 

For Milanov, the most 
challenging part of prepar-
ing for a performance like 
this is the fast turn around 
— the only rehearsal is just 
six hours before Saturday’s 
performance.

“In the normal light, you 
could spend a lot more time 
with the dancers, and get 
used to the style that each 
one of them needs, depend-
ing even sometimes on how 
they feel that day,” Milan-
ov said. “That’s the hard-
est thing to prepare for, 
to make sure that I could 
match in real-time what the 
dancers could do on stage 
at night. … There’s a lot of 
adjustment and this is one 
of the most ungrateful parts 
of conducting a ballet.”

Even with such a tight 
window for preparation, 
Kent thinks Saturday’s au-
dience will be amazed by 
the joint performance.

“It’s such an ephemeral 
art form,” she said. “Once 
the curtain comes down and 
musicians put their instru-
ments away and the danc-
ers go, it just lives on in your 
heart and mind. It becomes 
even more of a miracle. You 
just feel so privileged to have 
been there at that moment, 
to have experienced it with 
these people in the audience 
and the people on the stage.”

Editor’s note: Institution 
administration is continuing 
to work with law enforcement 
regarding the feasibility of 
programming in the Amphi-
theater; while much of Satur-
day’s programming has been 
cancelled, the joint TWB/CSO 
performance is tentatively 
scheduled as announced.

“This is the first time my 
work is going to be shown 
on a stage, which is su-
per-exciting. Dance reads 
differently depending on 
the space, so I know that the 
piece is finished, and we’re 
going in and cleaning and 
clarifying music and move-
ment,” Nash said. “I’m start-
ing to look at it and take a 
step back and go, ‘OK, how’s 
this going to be perceived 
on a giant stage? … Is the 
audience going to see what 
I’m trying to tell them?’ It’s 
definitely been a good thing 
to learn how to do.” 

Sasha Janes, interim direc-
tor of the School of Dance, 

emphasized the desire to 
showcase student work on 
the Amp stage.

“We were amazed (at 
the work) and felt that they 
should be included in the last 
gala,” Janes said.

This gala closes out the 
2022 season for the stu-
dents, and Janes’ first sum-
mer as interim director.

“I’ve enjoyed being 
around the students and 
teaching them. I can’t ac-
tually stress that enough,” 
Janes said. “As we wind 
down the season — and 
what a fantastic summer 
— we’ve given them a huge 
amount of repertoire to 
learn and we’ve exposed 
them to so many different 
sorts of styles. That’s the 
most rewarding part to me.”

Over the past few weeks, 
the School of Dance has 
welcomed Kati Hanlon 
Mayo, who teaches at the 
Charlotte Ballet, as guest 
faculty. Mayo has a long 
history with Chautauqua; 
she started coming to the 
Institution in 1992, and 
spent many summers on 
the grounds performing.

“It’s a homecoming,” she 
said. “... After I retired from 
the stage to have my chil-
dren, my daughter started 
dancing and she attended 
the program here for two 
years. That was about four 
years ago. ... I know what a 
truly magical place this is. 
Being able to come here to 
teach, it’s a real full circle 
moment for me.”

Mayo has spent her time 

here helping students pre-
pare for the gala, refining 
their choreography and 
technique. 

“My job has been made 
easy because so much went 
into the details of setting the 
pieces. … I’ve really been able 
to just let the dancers kind of 
grow and watch them explore 
the pieces,” Mayo said.

Being back at Chautau-
qua has been a rewarding 
experience, Mayo said, as 
she’s known some of the 
students at the School of 
Dance from the time that 
they spent training with 
the Charlotte Ballet.

“Now they’re here, acting 
as professionals and dancing 
as professionals,” Mayo said. 
“I think back to my time here, 
doing what they’re doing now, 

and it’s just the sense of pride 
I have that they’re taking 
the same path that I had. I’m 
thinking of all the excitement 
that lies ahead of them in this 
career. … It makes me melan-
choly in a very positive and 
exciting way.”

There is no place like 
Chautauqua for a dancer, 
Mayo said, from Janes’ lead-
ership, to the opportunities 
students have to choreo-
graph and perform — in-
cluding students taking the 
stage with The Washington 
Ballet Saturday night. 

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” she said.

As Nash prepares to take 
the stage one last time this 
summer, she said she has a 
“feeling of fulfillment, over-
all,” due in large part to ev-

erything Chautauqua has to 
offer. When she departs the 
grounds, she’ll begin an ap-
prenticeship with the Rich-
mond Ballet.

“I have learned so much 
this summer. I knew com-
ing into it that I was going to 
learn more about dance and 
being an artist and growing in 
my technique and my artistry 
and how I approach working 
professionally,” Nash said. 
“But then Sasha also gave 
me the opportunity to learn 
about administration and 
communicating with other 
disciplines and reaching out 
to directors and scheduling. 
… I’m really excited to go into 
this next year with freshly 
opened eyes and see all the 
possibilities around me.”
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What I’m doing in my own preaching is sharing, in so many ways, in which I try to understand my faith theology and faith-seeking 
understanding. That’s the journey, to help us understand the meaning of our faith as we navigate the world in which we met.”

—THE V. REV. KELLY BROWN DOUGLAS



Chautauqua is a community of people of all 
faiths and none. Our collective family is 
holding Mr. Rushdie and Mr. Reese, as well 
their families, close in prayer. We have been in 

touch with their families, and I was grateful to spend a 
very brief amount of time with Mr. Reese this evening. 

What we experienced at Chautauqua today is un-
like anything in our 150-year history. It was an act of 
violence, an act of hatred and a violation of one of the 
things we have always cherished most: the safety and 
tranquility of our grounds and our ability to convene 
the most important conversations, even if those con-
versations are difficult. 

But today was an also an attack on an ideal we 
cherish: that freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression are hallmarks to our society and to our 
democracy, they are the very underpinnings of who 
we are and what we believe, what we cherish most. 

This evening, we are called to take on fear and the 
worst of all human traits — hate. And let’s be clear: 
what many of us witnessed today was a violent ex-
pression of hate that shook us to our core. We saw it 
with our own eyes and in our faces. 

But we also saw something else today that I don’t want 
us to forget.  We saw some of the best of humanity in the 
response of all those who ran toward danger to halt it. 

I watched a member of our staff hurl themselves at 
the attacker.   

I saw Chautauquans rush the stage to help secure 
the perpetrator, making it possible for police to re-
move him. 

I saw Chautauquans who are doctors and nurses 
rush to provide selfless care while the ambulance 
arrived. 

I saw what our chaplain this week, Terri Hord Ow-
ens, called us to possess: a generous, radical love for 
each other and this community. 

So where do we go from here? How do we think 
about tomorrow and the days that follow? When ha-
tred shows its ugliness … 

The response must be love, of course, but also ac-
tion. We must return to our podiums and pulpits. We 
must continue to convene the critical conversations 
that can help build empathy; obviously, this is more 
important now than ever. 

There will be time in the days and weeks ahead to 
reflect on all we’ve experienced today, and we have al-
ready been working on how to adapt to today’s horror 
to ensure our conversations in community continue.  
But tonight, we are called to be with one another. We 
are called to sing sacred songs and sit and silence. We 
are called to hug our neighbor and hold a hand. We 
are called to double down on our prayers for Mr. 
Rushdie and Mr. Reese and all those who love them. 
We are called to stand witness that this Chautauqua 
has but one choice: to ensure that the voices that have 
the power to change our world continue to have a 
home in which to be heard. That is ours to do. 

We can take the experience of hatred and reflect 
on what it means for today.  Or we can come together 
even more strongly as a community who takes what 
happened today and commits to not allowing that 
hatred be any part of our own hearts.   

I know this community and I know that you will 
make a choice for hope and goodness. 

God bless you all.
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COLUMN BY MICHAEL E. HILL

From the President

In needed moment, Week 8 uplifts courage in all forms
Chautauqua Institution an-
nounces the program line-
up for Week Eight of its 2022 
Summer Assembly. The 
week, which begins Aug. 13 
and concludes Aug. 20 fea-
tures events, lectures and 
classes both on the grounds 
and livestreamed through 
the CHQ Assembly plat-
form.  Visit vacationsafely.
chq.org for current health 
and safety precautions.

Please note that these pro-
grammatic announcements 
are up to date as of press time 
on Friday, Aug. 12, and are 
subject to significant change. 
Any and all updates will be 
reflected in the back-page 
calendar of The Chautau-
quan Daily on the respective 
programming day.

Week Eight’s 10:45 a.m. 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
in the Amphitheater follows 
the theme of “New Profiles 
in Courage,” in which speak-
ers examine historical and 
modern narratives of courage 
in a similar vein as then-Sen. 
John F. Kennedy’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning 1956 book. The 
2 p.m. Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries in the Hall of Philosophy 
examines the same theme 
from a spiritual perspective.

Ford Foundation Pres-
ident Darren Walker has 
partnered with Chautau-
qua in planning much of the 
week’s narrative arc, and 
will appear during three of 
the lectures to engage in 
conversation with that pro-
gram’s featured guest. Un-
der his leadership, the Ford 
Foundation, a $16 billion 
international social justice 
philanthropy, became the 
first nonprofit in U.S. histo-
ry to issue a $1 billion des-
ignated social bond in U.S. 
capital markets for proceeds 
to strengthen and stabilize 
non-profit organizations in 
the wake of COVID-19.

The V. Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas will serve as ec-
umenical chaplain in resi-
dence throughout the week. 
Douglas was named dean of 
the Episcopal Divinity School 
at Union Theological Semi-
nary and professor of theol-
ogy at Union in September 
2017, and was later named 
the Bill and Judith Moyers 
Chair in Theology. She also 
serves as the Canon Theolo-
gian at the Washington Na-
tional Cathedral. 

 
Amphitheater and Hall of 
Philosophy Lectures

 
Monday
Chautauqua Lecture Series: 
Abigail Marsh is a professor 
in the Department of Psy-
chology and the Interdis-
ciplinary Program in Neu-
roscience at Georgetown 
University, where her re-
search is aimed at answer-
ing the questions: How do 
we understand what oth-
ers think and feel? What 
drives us to help other peo-
ple? What prevents us from 
harming them? 

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
Congressman Jamie Raskin 
represents Maryland’s 8th 
Congressional District in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives. His book, Unthink-
able: Trauma, Truth, and the 
Trials of American Democ-
racy, is a meditation on two 
major, coinciding events: 
the Jan. 6 insurrection, and 
the death of his son, Tom-
my. This program will take 
place in Norton Hall rather 
than the Hall of Philosophy.

Tuesday
Chautauqua Lecture Series: A 
trailblazer and history-maker 
in her field, Misty Copeland 
began her ballet studies at the 
age of 13, and in June 2015 was 
promoted to principal dancer 
at American Ballet Theatre 
— making her the first Black 
woman to ever be promoted 
to the position in the com-
pany’s 75-year history. Cope-
land will be engaged in con-
versation by Darren Walker. 

Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries: Atiya Aftab and Sher-
yl Olitzky are co-founders 

of the Sisterhood of Salaam 
Shalom, an international 
women’s interfaith organi-
zation. Aftab is also chair 
of the Center for Islamic 
Life at Rutgers University, 
convener of the first full-
time Muslim Chaplaincy on 
campus. Olitzky is the Sis-
terhood’s founding exec-
utive director, helping the 
organization to grow into 
a movement, with mem-
bers throughout the United 
States, Canada and Berlin. 

Wednesday
Chautauqua Lecture Series: 
One of America’s top polit-
ical commentators, Jonah 
Goldberg is the co-founder 
and editor-in-chief of The 
Dispatch and former senior 
editor of National Review. A 
fellow at the National Review 
Institute and the American 
Enterprise Institute, Gold-
berg is the author of three 
New York Times bestsellers, 
including Liberal Fascism: The 
Secret History of the Ameri-
can Left from Mussolini to the 
Politics of Meaning. He will be 
engaged in conversation by 
Nancy Gibbs, director of the 
Shorenstein Center on Media, 
Politics and Public Policy at 
Harvard University.

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
The V. Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas, the week’s chap-
lain in residence, will be 
engaged in conversation by 
Darren Walker.

 
Thursday
Chautauqua Lecture Series: 
Chip Bergh is the president 
and chief executive officer 
of Levi Strauss & Co., one of 
the world’s largest brand-
name apparel companies and 
a global leader in jeanswear, 
where he also serves on the 
company’s board of direc-
tors. Widely recognized for 
his position on values-driv-
en leadership, in April 2019, 
Bergh was named one of 
the “World’s Greatest Lead-
ers” by Fortune. He will be 
engaged in conversation by 
Darren Walker.

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
Robert P. George is McCor-
mick Professor of Jurispru-
dence and director of the 
James Madison Program in 
American Ideals and Insti-
tutions at Princeton Uni-
versity, where his numerous 
areas of expertise include 
moral and political philos-
ophy, law and religion, and 
natural law theory.

Friday
Chautauqua Lecture Series: 
A journalist in Asia for more 
than 35 years, Maria Res-
sa co-founded Rappler, the 
top digital-only news site 
that is leading the fight for 
press freedom in the Phil-
ippines. As Rappler’s CEO 
and president, Ressa has en-
dured constant political ha-
rassment and arrests by the 
Duterte government, forced 
to post bail 10 times to stay 
free. In October 2021, she 
was one of two journalists 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in recognition of her 
“efforts to safeguard free-
dom of expression, which is 
a precondition for democra-
cy and lasting peace.” 

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB, is an 
American Benedictine nun, 
theologian and speaker, and 
author of many books, includ-
ing The Time is Now: A Call to 
Uncommon Courage. Chittis-
ter has served as Benedictine 
prioress and Benedictine fed-
eration president, president 
of the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious, and co-
chair of the Global Peace Ini-
tiative of Women.

Additional Lectures

2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13, Hall 
of Philosophy: The Chau-
tauqua Women’s Club Con-
temporary Issues forum 
features Mark Becker, pres-
ident emeritus of Georgia 
State University, speaking 
on “Won’t Lose This Dream: 
How an Upstart Urban Uni-

versity Rewrote the Rules of 
a Broken System.”

3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
17, Hall of Philosophy: The 
African American Heritage 
House Chautauqua Speaker 
Series features Ezelle San-
ford III, an assistant pro-
fessor of history at Carne-
gie Mellon University and 
visiting assistant professor 
at Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty whose scholarship sits at 
the intersection of African 
American, medical and ur-
ban histories.

3:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
18, Hall of Philosophy: Au-
thor Ryan Busse presents 
his 2021 book Gunfight: My 
Battle Against the Industry 
that Radicalized America, 
the Week Eight book selec-
tion of the Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientific Circle. 
In Gunfight, Busse recounts 
his personal transformation 
and shows how authoritari-
anism spreads in the guise 
of freedom, how voicing 
one’s conscience becomes 
an act of treason in a cul-
ture that demands same-
ness and loyalty. 

Amphitheater  
Entertainment

 
8:15 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13, 
Amphitheater: The Wash-
ington Ballet completes its 
residency at Chautauqua 
with a performance with 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra, under the baton 
of Maestro Rossen Milanov. 
TWB consists of world class 
dancers forming an ensem-
ble core with apprentices 
under the artistic director-
ship of Julie Kent.

2:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14, 
Amphitheater: In its final gala 
performance of 2022, the 
Chautauqua School of Dance 
presents a matinee of new 
and established works fea-
turing the most exceptional 
young talent in the coun-
try. Under the leadership 
of Sasha Janes, the school 
continues its long tradition 
of excellence as a top-tier 
summer training program 
focused on bringing the next 
generation of dance stars 
from the studio to the stage.

8:15 p.m. Monday, Aug. 
15, Amphitheater: The stu-
dents of the 2022 Music 
School Festival Orchestra 
conclude their season with 
a final performance under 
the baton of Music Director 
Timothy Muffitt.

8:15 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
16, Amphitheater: Principal 
French Hornist Roger Kaza 
joins the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra in a concert 
titled “Wit and Genius” in 
which they play musical sati-
rist Peter Schickele’s Pentan-
gle: Five Songs for Horn and 
Orchestra. The evening con-
cludes with a performance of 
Mozart’s Symphony No. 40.

8:15 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
17, Amphitheater: A former 
child prodigy profiled on “60 
Minutes” and “The Today 
Show,” jazz pianist and organ-
ist Matthew Whitaker has 
performed at such venues as 
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy 
Center, Lincoln Center and 
the Apollo Theater. 

8:15 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
18th, Amphitheater: The 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra and Buffalo Philhar-
monic Chorus present “Paths 
to Freedom,” a concert that 
links aspects of American 
history and culture to the 
present day through mu-
sic. Paul Moravec and Mark 
Campbell’s Sanctuary Road is 
based on a book by 19th-cen-
tury civil rights leader Wil-
liam Still who would become 
known as the “Father of the 
Underground Railroad.” At 
Sanctuary Road’s world pre-
miere performance in 2018, 
the New York Classical Re-
view praised the work as “an 
oratorio in the full quasi-op-
eratic sense, rich in charac-
ter, action, and vocal display.”

8:15 p.m. Friday, Aug. 19th, 
Amphitheater: Small-town 
sibling trio Girl Named Tom 
seeks to create harmo-

ny in a world divided. With 
their distinctive harmonies 
and heartfelt performanc-
es, Bekah, Joshua and Caleb 
Liechty won the hearts of 
America while becoming the 
only ensemble to ever win 
NBC’s “The Voice.” 

 
More Arts and  
Entertainment Offerings

Patrons are advised to bring 
a mask with them as some 
performances and venues 
will require masks.

All Week, Strohl Art Center 
and Fowler Kellogg Art Cen-
ter: Current Chautauqua Vi-
sual Arts Exhibitions include 
“Undercurrents,” “All that 
Glitters,” “Natural Rhythms,” 
“Wallflowers” and “Squaring 
Up Histories.”

4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
13, Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall: 
Peruvian-American mez-
zo-soprano Kelly Guerra 
performs an afternoon of 
chamber music with Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra Diversity Fellows.

Premiering 2:15 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 14, with dates 
all week, Bratton Theater: 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany stages the Ameri-
can dramatic masterpiece 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? George, a profes-
sor at a small college, and 
his wife Martha have re-
turned home from a Sat-
urday night party when 
Martha announces that she 
has invited a young couple 
to stop by for a nightcap. 
Drinks flow and inhibitions 
melt as this blazing story of 
desires, dreams, barbs and 
brutality unfolds.

4 p.m. Monday, Aug. 15, 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall: 
Now in its 27th season, the 
low-voice ensemble Cantus 
returns to Chautauqua In-
stitution with their trade-
mark warmth and innova-
tive programming. Cantus 
will present “My Journey 
Yours,” a program exploring 
the courage of those who 
leave their homes in search 
of a brighter future, whether 
by choice, by force, or by ne-
cessity — and how they adapt 
to their new homeland.

7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 15, 
Chautauqua Cinema: The 
beloved Chautauqua Cinema 
continues its weekly Family 
Film Series, available to any-
one with a Chautauqua Gate 
Pass, with the classic come-
dy “Groundhog Day.”

5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, 
Smith Wilkes Hall: The Fam-
ily Entertainment Series fea-
tures “The Vocal Illusions of 
Lynn Trefzger.” Trefzger’s 
vocal illusion talents mes-
merize audiences of all ages 
when she gives life to a trunk 
full of comical characters in-
cluding Camelot, Chloe, Si-
mon — and some unsuspect-
ing human puppets as well.

5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
16, Chautauqua Cinema: 
The Cinema continues its 
weekly CHQ Documenta-
ry Series, also available to 
anyone with a Chautauqua 
Gate Pass, with a screening 
of “Stranger/Sister.” This 
film about the work of Sis-
terhood of Salaam Shalom 
features the day’s Inter-
faith Lecturers, Sisterhood 
co-founders Atiya Aftab and 
Sheryl Olitzky, and will be 
followed by a live Q-and-A. 

 
More Opportunities for  
Engagement
Chautauqua’s Mystic Heart 
Interspiritual Meditation 
Program offers community 
members daily meditation 
sessions at 7:45 a.m. in the 
Presbyterian House Chapel 
throughout the week.

Chautauqua Dialogues 
provide a forum in which 
people of diverse back-
grounds can bring their po-
litical, religious, cultural and 
social beliefs, experiences 
and knowledge to conversa-
tions that matter. They take 
place Wednesdays through 
Saturdays of the Summer As-
sembly at various times, but 
primarily in the afternoon.

W E E K  E I G H T   |   N E W  P R O F I L E S  I N  CO U R AG E

So where do we go from 
here? How do we think 
about tomorrow and the 
days that follow?  When 

hatred shows its ugliness… 
The response must be love, 
of course, but also action.”

Editor’s note: Instead of President Michael E. Hill’s previously 
written column reflecting on Week Seven, and looking ahead 
to Week Eight, given Friday’s events, we have opted instead 
to run President Hill’s remarks from the evening vigil in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

“

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification. The 
Daily does not publish anonymous letters. Works 
containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 
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At 2 p.m. Saturday in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Beck-
er, award-winning GSU 
president emeritus and 
incoming president of the 
Association of Public and 
Land-grant Universities, 
was to give a talk titled, 
“Won’t Lose This Dream: 
How an Upstate Urban Uni-
versity Rewrote the Rules 
of a Broken System.” 

The title of Becker’s talk is 
also that of a book about GSU 
published in 2020, written by 
award-winning investigative 
journalist and political col-
umnist Andrew Gumbel.

“The author is British 
and lives in Los Angeles, 
so Georgia was a foreign 
country for him,” Becker 
said. “He and I spent hours 
discussing how I was able 
to get things done. … I gave 
him unfettered access to 
the university, including to 
people who may have been 
critical or skeptical.”

For Becker, Won’t Lose 
This Dream is a fast read 
because every other chap-
ter is the story of a stu-
dent. These chapters are 
written through the eyes 
of students who benefited 
from the systemic chang-
es that were made at GSU. 
Becker said that while 
Gumbel picked students 
whose situations tugged at 
heartstrings, not all of the 
students are homeless and 
living out of cars.  

Growing up in Mary-
land and going to public 
schools laid the founda-
tion for Becker’s career 
path. He said his father was 
a soldier, and his mother 
did secretarial work while 
raising three sons, of which 
he is the middle. Although 
neither of his parents were 
college graduates, he and 
his brothers were raised 
with the expectation that 
they would go to college 
and get an education.

“My parents grew up in 
the Depression era,” Beck-

er said. “They knew what 
it was like to be hungry. … 
My brothers and I all have 
graduate degrees. … I’m 
what you would call a ‘late 
bloomer.’ … I was closer 
to the class clown than to 
‘most likely to succeed.’ … 
I was not academically ori-
ented at an early age, so I 
went to Harford Communi-
ty College (in Bel Air, Mary-
land) to see what I was in-
terested in.”

Although math and 
physics had always come 
easy to Becker, who said 
he was “fortunate that his 
brain was wired that way,” 
at age 17, he didn’t know 
what math could do for him 
job-wise. At Harford, he 
earned his degree in math-
ematics and took several 
physics courses.

After Harford, he trans-
ferred to Towson Univer-
sity in Towson, Maryland. 
While he was an undergrad 
at Towson, “a light bulb 
went off — that they would 
pay you to think for a living 
and you could share the ex-
citement of your discover-
ies with your students. …  I 
could have a role in trans-
forming other lives in the 
way mine was transformed.”

He then went on to 
Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity, where he earned 
his doctorate in statistics. 
He undertook fellowship 
and postdoctoral appoint-
ments at the University of 
Washington in Seattle and 
the University of Florida 
during the late 1980s, and 
moved from sociology-re-
lated stats into the field of 
biostatistics, the applica-
tion of statistics to public 
health and medicine.

“I realized that I wasn’t 
going to change the world 
with my math,” Becker said. 
“But always, I had a sense 
I was put on Earth to do 
something.”

Becker also spent time at 
the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Over 
the course of a decade, he 
progressed through the ac-

ademic ranks necessary for 
becoming a full professor.

“In my time at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, I found 
myself in roles that led to 
the dean’s office. I want-
ed to do something about 
problems rather than com-
plain about them,” he said. 
“At that time, in my 30s, 
people said I would be a 
university president. I have 
a tendency to dive into 
things. I happen to make 
things happen.”

The University of Min-
nesota in the Twin Cit-
ies, Minnesota, appointed 
Becker as dean of its School 
of Public Health, and later, 
as the assistant vice presi-
dent for Public Health Pre-
paredness and Emergency 
Response.

Moving on to the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina, he 
served as provost, the chief 
academic officer to whom 
all of the deans report.

Then, Becker was nom-
inated for the position of 
the president of Georgia 
State University. Between 
January 2009 and August 
2021, he served as its sev-
enth president.

GSU’s “unusual com-
mitment to the students 
(in undergraduate teach-
ing), the extra mile that the 
faculty would go to help 
the students,” was one of 
the things that he said he 
immediately recognized. 
“That’s what gave me the 
crazy idea that we could do 
this. I had not seen it. High-

er education has been slow 
to change.”  

Becker said GSU doesn’t 
have a majority group of 
students.

“More than 60% of the 
students have Pell Grants 
and are from very low-in-
come families that earn 
less than $40,000 a year 
for a family of four,” he said. 
“I’m deeply committed to 
changing the lives of stu-
dents who don’t know doc-
tors, lawyers, engineers 
and business professionals. 
I immediately identified 
with that.”

When he became pres-
ident, only one in three 
students were graduating 
after six years of college. 
Becker said that he want-
ed to find ways to graduate 
the students who weren’t. 
Nobody had figured out 
how to change that.

“I had seen how some 
universities had reshaped 
their environments,” he 
said. “NYU reshaped Green-
wich Village; George Wash-
ington University reshaped 
Foggy Bottom (in Washing-
ton, D.C.); and Northeastern 
reshaped Boston. I saw this 
opportunity and decided to 
accept GSU.”

Leveraging technolo-
gy enabled GSU to better 
serve its students. Becker 
said that he used big data 
and artificial intelligence  
to determine how the stu-
dents were experiencing 
education.

“It made professors 
very nervous when I talk-

ed about AI and artificial 
teaching assistants,” Beck-
er said. “I think we’re at the 
dawn of an exciting age and 
progress in higher educa-
tion, even though change 
is threatening. … Anything 
that’s repeated often can 
be automated. There’s a 
sweet spot between the 
human touch required and 
the use of artificial intelli-
gence bots.”

With Becker leading 
GSU, it rebranded itself as 
a place of student success. 
He said that nearly 90% of 
students are from Georgia.

For the past year, he has 
been an executive-in-resi-
dence at GSU. 

“I have been a professor 
with the freedom to figure 
out what I’ll do next — what 
I’ll spend this time on,” he 
said. “… I knew I wanted to 
focus on leadership devel-
opment and the future of 
higher education.”

Becker’s position as 
president of the Association 
of Public and Land-grant 
Universities is effective as 
of Sept. 1. The APLU is an 
organization of 244 pub-
lic research universities, 

land-grant institutions, 
state university systems 
and organizations that are 
affiliated with them. Their 
missions are teaching and 
research. Most are locat-
ed in the United States, 
though there are some in 
Canada and Mexico.

Becker said that at the 
APLU, he will continue to 
build on what he accom-
plished at GSU nationally.

“There’s no question that 
the GSU model is scalable,” 
he said. “In 2016 we, in 
partnership with 10 other 
universities, created an al-
liance to determine where 
things were scalable. This 
network coalition is spread 
across the country. … I’d 
like it to be scaled.”

On Saturday, Becker 
planned to tell an uplifting 
story: one of lives chang-
ing, that other universities 
have replicated.

“I want students to live 
up to their potential rather 
than be limited by their life 
circumstances,” he said. 
“Your zip code is more pre-
dictive of your SAT score 
than of your abilities.” 

BECKER
FROM PAGE A1

More than 60% of the students have Pell Grants and are from very low-income families that earn less than 
$40,000 a year for a family of four. I’m deeply committed to changing the lives of students who don’t know 
doctors, lawyers, engineers and business professionals. I immediately identified with that.”

—MARK BECKER
President Emeritus,

Georgia State University
Incoming President,

 Association of Public and Land-grant Universities

Chautauqua Institution Annual Corporation 
August 13, 2022

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua Corporation will be held 
Saturday, August 13, 2022, beginning at 10:00 a.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, 
Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, New York.  At that time, the Corporation will review 
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to serve as a Class B Trustee 
on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s 
audited financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/
2022 Class B Trustee Nominees: Sara Ponkow Falvo and James R. Zuegel 
Nominee Statements are at: https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/annual-
corporation-meeting/



I have had many engaging conversations with Chau-
tauquans this season that have centered around the 
ethical, moral and values-based reasons that warrant 
our current efforts and focus on making Chautauqua 

more inclusive, diverse, equitable and accessible (IDEA, for 
short). Many of these reasons are articulated in our stra-
tegic IDEA plan (available at idea.chq.org) and are support-
ed by Chautauqua’s shared values. However, some have 
offered complimentary thoughts on why this work also 
makes good business and strategic sense for the long-term 
vitality of the Institution. I couldn’t agree more. 

The IDEA Strategic Plan supports many of the strategic 
priorities outlined in the Institution’s larger 150 Forward 
strategic plan (see 150fwd.chq.org). A few examples of how 
150 Forward’s goals and objectives are envisioned in the 
IDEA plan are provided below.  

• The Institution has a stated goal of increasing census 
(i.e. number of people attending the summer assembly 
season). Part of this increase in census will come from the 
strategies to recruit and retain new, diverse patrons to the 
grounds. This work will be especially important for our 
future as each successive generation of Americans is more 
racially diverse.  

• The Institution has a stated focus on labor and talent 

solutions. In a highly competitive job market, our IDEA 
work will help us create a more equitable and accessible 
workplace and will help us achieve our goal of becoming an 
employer of choice. Advancement in these areas will also 
encourage more applicants, including diverse applicants. 
Strategic growth in this area could help us address some 
labor shortages happening on the local and national level.  

• The Institution has a stated objective to “optimize the 
Summer Assembly Season on the Chautauqua grounds to 
provide a first-class experience.” The IDEA plan outlines 
several strategies that will enhance the Summer Assembly 
Season for all existing and new Chautauquans, includ-
ing enhanced dialogue offerings, ethnic food options and 
greater accessibility for all. This, in turn, will help with our 
census goals listed above. 

• The Institution has a stated objective to grow and 
diversify revenue. There has already been evidence of sig-
nificant support for IDEA-related philanthropy to start this 

work, and we will continue to engage Chautauquans who 
are interested in funding this work — especially so around 
accessibility. Additionally, the IDEA plan provides pathways 
for the Institution to serve as a convener of professional 
organizations interested in IDEA work, which could lead 
to new conferences, online programs, etc., all which could 
generate new revenue streams. 

The Institution has a stated objective to “expand Chau-
tauqua’s convening authority year-round to broaden its 
impact beyond the Summer Assembly Season.” The IDEA 
plan envisions partnerships with businesses, professional 
organizations and nonprofits (e.g. inviting organizations 
with “employee resource groups” to participate in our 
online and year-round offerings, including CHQ Assembly, 
Mirror Project, book reads, etc). 

The select examples presented here show the inter-
connectedness of the IDEA plan to the Institution’s larger 
strategic direction. When a plan makes good ethical sense, 
is consistent with our values, and makes good business 
sense, then it makes it all the more worthy of our collective 
attention and support. 

Amit Taneja 
Senior Vice President & Chief IDEA Officer  
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C O M M U N I T Y

LIFE CAN BE A TRIP
TRAVEL TO LEARN WITH

LET US SHOW YOU THE WORLD IN 2023
Florence   |   Southern Italy   |   Sicily   |   Scotland   |   Croatia   |   Argentina  

Visit lifecanbeatrip.com to learn more

COLUMN BY AMIT TANEJA

From the IDEA Desk

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sandra Cisneros discusses her novel The House on Mango Street and the idea of home during a special conversation with Sony Ton-Aime, the Michael I. Rudell Director of the Literary Arts, Thursday in the Hall of 
Philosophy. The book was a Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle and CLSC Young Readers selection in 2017, and its opera adaptation was being workshopped by Chautauqua Opera Company this week.
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RUSHDIE
FROM PAGE A1

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Police patrol the area behind the Amphitheater following the attack on Salman Rushdie Friday.

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Institution President Michael E. Hill speaks during a New York State Police press conference at the Jamestown Police 
Department late Friday afternoon.

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquans gather in the grove during an interdenominational community prayer vigil Friday 
evening in the Hall of Philosophy.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Susie Kuhn, Blossom Leibowitz and Karen Goodell observe a mo-
ment of silence during the vigil Friday.

At the time of the press 
conference, Matar had not 
been charged, as prose-
cutors and police awaited 
word on Rushdie’s con-
dition. An arraignment 
was planned for later Fri-
day. Police were unsure of 
Matar’s criminal history, 
but said he was potentially 
facing federal charges. 

The Amp was evac-
uated immediately Fri-
day morning. In the af-
termath, Chautauquans 
took to Odland Plaza and 
Bestor Plaza, comforting 
one another and holding 
impromptu prayer circles. 
Hurlbut Church opened as 
a gathering place for peo-
ple wanting to commune 
in silent prayer, and the 
Church’s meal ministry 
provided food for Institu-
tion staff.

All remaining Institution 
programming was canceled 
Friday, as were events Sat-
urday, Aug. 13, including 
the Corporation meeting 
and the Class B Trustee 
Election, which will be re-
scheduled to take place be-
fore the end of the season. 
Religious services will be 
conducted as scheduled, 
and the administration is 
hoping to confirm the joint 
performance of the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra and The Washington 
Ballet at 8:15 p.m. Saturday 
in the Amp.

Rushdie, a previous 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle author for 
his book The Enchantress 
of Florence, is a lauded and 
prolific author of 20 books, 
including 1998’s The Satan-
ic Verses. That book was a 
subject of great controver-
sy, resulting in numerous 
death threats — including a 
1989 fatwa placed on Rush-
die’s head by the Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. A failed 
assassination attempt on 
Rushdie’s life came that 
same year. The fatwa was 
declared “finished” by 
Iran’s former president Mo-
hammad Khatami in 1998, 
though it was never for-
mally lifted. 

On the Amp stage in 
2010, when asked about the 
Ayatollah’s fatwa, Rushdie 
merely pointed out “one 
of us is dead. … You know 
what they say about the 
pen being mightier than 
the sword? Do not mess 
with novelists.”

Reese and Rushdie’s 
conversation, over before 
it began, was to center the 
idea of America as a haven 

of free expression, particu-
larly for persecuted artists. 

“Sadly, the level of per-
secutions is not dropping, 
but rising,” Rushdie told 
Daily staffer Raegan Steffey 
in an interview prior to his 
scheduled lecture, “... and 
safe places are required.”

As Chautauquans spilled 
out of the Amp by the hun-
dreds in shock and sor-
row, the Critical Incident 
Stress Management Team 
of Chautauqua County 
were called to the grounds 
at 12:30 p.m., stationing 
representatives at the Hul-
tquist Center to help coun-
sel those who witnessed 
the attack. The CISM nor-
mally serves first respond-
ers, but occasionally helps 
communities in the after-
math of tragedy.

“These things tend to 
tear people’s psyche up,” 
said Robert Benson, pastor 
of Christ Lutheran Church 
in Bemus Point and the 
chaplain for the county fire 
service, with 38 years of 
experience in the fire ser-
vice. “Being able to recog-
nize the things that would 
set you off and recognize 
that this is stress, and be-
ing able to cope with that 
by talking to people — I 
think that’s what’s going to 
be key and important, es-
pecially for the community 
right now.”

Friday evening, Chau-
tauquans gathered in the 
Hall of Philosophy and the 
surrounding grove for an 
interfaith vigil service.

Chautauqua’s interim 
pastor, the Rev. Natalie Han-
son, outlined the evening of 
music, prayer and healing 
for those in the grove.

“We’re going to spend 
some time in quiet reflec-
tion and we’re going to 
pray together,” she said. “... 
Because the real reason is 
just to be together in this 
place, and cherish the fact 
that we are a community.”

What Chautauqua expe-
rienced Friday, with its in-
ternational reverberations, 
is “unlike anything in our 
150-year history,” Hill said 
at the vigil. It was “an act 
of violence, an act of ha-
tred, a violation of the one 
thing that we have always 
cherished most: the safety 
and the tranquility of our 
grounds and our ability to 
convene any conversation, 
even if those conversations 
are difficult.”

“Today was also an at-
tack on an ideal we cherish  
 dom of speech and 
freedom of expression are 
hallmarks to our society 
and our democracy, and 

the very underpinnings of 
who we are and what we 
believe and what we cher-
ish the most,” Hill said. “To-
night, we’re called to take 
on fear, and the worst of all 
human traits: hate — and 
let’s be clear, what many 
of us have witnessed today 
was a violent expression of 
hate that shook us to our 
core. We saw with our own 
eyes, and we saw it with 
our own faces. But we also 
saw something else today 
that I hope we never forget. 
We saw some of the best 
of humanity in response to 
the numbers of people who 
ran toward danger.”

The response, Hill said, 
has to be love. But it also 
has to be action.

“We will return to our 
podiums and our pulpits,” 
he said. “Our hope is we will 
continue to convene those 
conversations that were 
tried to be stopped today, 
so we can build greater em-
pathy — and it’s more im-
portant now than ever.”

Daily staffers Skyler 
Black, Megan Brown, Alys-
sa Bump, Kaitlyn Finchler, 
GraciAnn Hicks and Cas-

sidey Kavathas contributed 
to this report. This story is 
evolving, and will be updat-
ed, as the Daily’s coverage of 
the attack on Rushdie and 
community response will 
continue in subsequent edi-
tions of the paper.

chqdaily.com
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A not-so-Secret Garden in Norton
On Opera’s mainstage, Conservatory students stage classic

PHOTOS BY DYLAN TOWNSEND  

Students in the Chautauqua Opera Conservatory perform Lucy Simon and Marsha Norman’s The Secret Garden Wednesday in Norton Hall, officially closing their 2022 season.
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Scott, Repp to highlight importance of fictional forms, poetic odes in workshops
CHRIS CLEMENTS
STAFF WRITER

Many of the short stories in 
Rion Amilcar Scott’s collec-
tion, The World Doesn’t Re-
quire You, took years to ma-
ture into their current form.

“I had this story, ‘David 
Sherman, the Last Son of 
God,’ which I’d been work-
ing on for a very long time,” 
said Scott, a short story 
writer and the Week Eight 
prose writer-in-residence 
at the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center. “When I wrote that 
story, I knew it was very 
good, but I felt that it would 
overwhelm the stories in my 
first book, so I decided to 
hold onto it until the point 
where I could write stories 
that were more its peer.”

At 3:30 p.m. Sunday in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Scott, the 
author of the story collec-

tion Insurrections, will give 
a reading of his work. Scott 
will teach a week-long prose 
workshop, titled “Journey 
Through Fictional Forms.” 
He will be joined by the po-
et-in-residence John Repp, 
whose poetry workshop is 
titled “The Ode: Poetry of 
Celebration, Reverence, and 
Surprise.”

“I’ll be reading mostly from 
my most recent collections, 
the chapbook Cold-Run-
ning Current and The Soul of 
Rock & Roll, and I’ll be read-
ing some poems from a new 
manuscript,” Repp said. 

He said The Soul of Rock & 
Roll is a chapbook of selected 
poems that came about during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I had no plan to put to-
gether a book of selected 
poems,” he said. “But I sud-
denly found myself looking 

back on everything. Part of 
it was that I retired from 
teaching, so I had all these 
boxes and books, and I was 
packing up my office. I just 
so happened to keep copies 
of earlier collections in my 
office and journals I’d been 
published in over the years.”

Repp’s week-long work-
shop at Chautauqua will focus 
on odes, he said. 

“There’s a long and rich 
and somewhat prolix tra-
dition of odes in American 
poetry,” Repp said. “I found 
myself writing these pag-
es-long poems of praise and 
titling them ‘Ode to X,’ and 
‘Ode to Y.’ Once (Michael I. 
Rudell Director of Literary 
Arts Sony Ton-Aime) said 
that they were interested in 
having me come to Chau-
tauqua, I proposed that my 
workshop focus on that.”

Repp said he plans on 
teaching his workshop “So-
cratically,” with an empha-
sis on allowing attendees to 
fully participate in their own 
learning and writing. 

“I taught for a long time,” 
he said. “ ... I ask a lot of ques-
tions of my students. The first 
day of the workshop is going 

to be getting the engine built 
and oiled and fueled.”

Depending on the work-
shop, Repp said, students 
might submit their own po-
ems to the class for review 
and critique. 

“My approach to teaching, 
in one word, is ‘inductive,’ ” 

he said. “When we talk about 
poems or anything else, I’m 
interested not in themes 
or lessons or anything like 
that, it’s just a question of 
how this thing behaves. How 
does this image lead to that 
image? It’s more of an inves-
tigative approach.”

There’s a long and rich 
and somewhat prolix 
tradition of odes in 
American poetry.” 

—JOHN REPP 
Poet-in-Residence, 

Chautauqua Writers’ Center

REPPSCOTT



SARA TOTH
EDITOR

Chautauqua and America 
lost a giant last Sunday with 
the passing of author and 
historian David McCullough, 
who died at his home at the 
age of 89.

For many, McCullough was 
synonymous with Chautau-
qua, its mission and its ide-
als. Between 1986 and 1993, 
the two-time Pulitzer Prize 
winner spoke at the Institu-
tion six times, and he once 
reflected of Chautauqua that 
“There’s no place like it. No 
resort. No spa. It is at once a 
summer encampment and a 
small town, a college campus, 
an arts colony, a music fes-
tival, a religious retreat, and 
the village square. There’s no 
place — no place — with any-
thing like its history.”

In 1993, McCullough gave 
the very first designated 
“Chautauqua Lecture,” and 
he used the Amphitheater 
stage to reflect on the his-
tory of the Institution it-
self, and when asked what 
he felt the greatest threat 
or challenge exists before 
Chautauqua, he answered 
with words as relevant in 

1993 as they are in 2022.
“It has to do with our per-

ception of our past,” he said 
then, as noted in the Aug. 
9, 1993 lecture recap in The 
Chautauquan Daily. “So many 
people go through life think-
ing all that’s around us just 
happened, that it didn’t take 
initiative and imagination and 
effort, and that it can be dis-
carded, never to come back 
again. It’s not just ignorant to 
be indifferent to history. It’s 
rude. It is being ungrateful, 
rude, to all those people who 
have worked so hard to give 
us what we have. The people 
who built this institution and 
this country believed fervent-
ly in making it better than 
what they found it. It has to 
do with generosity, giving of 
yourself to others.”

In 1993, he called on this 
audience to derive from 
their Chautauqua experi-
ence ways to improve the 
country, and the world, as 
they depart for the fall and 
winter seasons.

“(Chautauqua will be 
gone because) the chief 
reason is that you will be 
gone,” he said. “You are 
Chautauqua, as you are the 

nation. Chautauqua is not 
just good for the brain; it is 
good for the soul.”

In 2009, McCullough was 
presented with the rare 
honor of the President’s 
Medal, and more recently, 
returned to the grounds for 
a special Chautauqua Liter-
ary and Scientific Circle pre-
sentation in the Amp on his 
book The Wright Brothers. 
In a 2009 interview with the 
Daily’s literary arts report-
er Ryan Pait, McCullough 
cautioned against viewing 
the brothers’ efforts and era 
with rose-colored glass, in 
words again prescient.

“There never was a sim-
pler time,” McCullough told 
Pait. “There never was a time 
where there weren’t serious 
problems. There never was 
a time when there weren’t 
ample expressions of greed 
and evil, and goodness and 
kindness and loyalty and 
courage. Courage is so im-
portant. An awful lot of what 
history is about, is courage 
— and particularly, the cour-
age of our convictions.”

Thank you, David. May we 
all have the courage we need 
in this moment.
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CAROLYN BROWN / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Pulitzer-Prize winning author David McCullough presents his book The Wright Brothers for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Roundtable July 20, 2016, in the Amphitheater. 

SARA GRACA / DAILY FILE PHOTO
McCullough speaks to a capacity crowd in 2009 in the Amphitheater. McCullough was presented with 
Chautauqua’s President’s Medal by then-President Thomas M. Becker prior to the presentation.

‘Courage is so important’ — McCullough passes at age 89

CAROLYN BROWN / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Speaking about the Wright brothers in 2016, McCullough shared an old proverb with the audience: 
“Those of us of Irish descent know that wonderful old Irish line, ‘May the wind always be at your back.’ ”

D A V I D  M C C U L L O U G H  |  July 7, 1933 – August 7, 2022
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E N V I R O N M E N T

SKYLER BLACK
STAFF WRITER

Home is where one can take 
refuge from the world’s 
threats, one of the most per-
vasive being climate change. 
As the environment produc-
es more extreme weather 
conditions, like wildfires 
and floods, the shelter hu-
mans reside in creates a 
feeling of safety from the 
dangers of the outside. 

The places people call 
home, however, are con-
tributing to these severe 
weather events and the is-
sue of climate change in a 
big way; American homes 
produce one-fifth of all 
carbon emissions in the 
United States. 

As world leaders navigate 
climate change, the question 
remains: How can houses be 
more sustainable while also 
shielding individuals from 
the harsh conditions of the 
changing climate?

A panel of sustainabili-
ty leaders addressed that 
question last Monday af-
ternoon in Smith Wilkes 
Hall, examining what the 
role of the home should be 
in terms of climate change 
solutions in a special lec-
ture for the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative, 
titled “Taking Shelter and 
Building Community: Re-
defining Home in a Climate 
Action World.” 

The speakers included 
William W. Braham, pro-
fessor of architecture and 
director of the Center for 
Environmental Building & 
Design at the University of 
Pennsylvania; Martha Bohm, 
associate dean for academic 
affairs and associate profes-
sor with the department of 
architecture at the Univer-
sity of Buffalo; and Ryan A. 
McPherson, chief sustain-
ability officer at the Univer-
sity of Buffalo. Chautauqua’s 
Climate Change Initiative 
Director Mark Wenzler 
moderated the Q-and-A 

portion of the event. 
Braham first took the 

stage to explore what the 
roles of buildings are, and 
should be, in society. 

Buildings allow people to 
gather, Braham said, to con-
tribute to both the economy 
and the community. 

He proposed three com-
ponents one can use to 
evaluate the importance 
of architecture. The first is 
the site — locations are the 
real value of a building. 

“The building that you 
can build is determined by 
the value of the location,” 
Braham said. “Inversely, the 
value of the location is de-
termined by the buildings 
that are already built. … 
This is something we un-
derstand, but we think of it 
almost as a static property 
that is constantly changing.” 

Shelter is the second as-
set Braham discussed. This 
includes heating, cooling, 
ventilation and lighting.

The third, and what Bra-
ham said was “possibly the 
most important,” is the in-
ternal setting, or the way 
in which people live, work, 
cook and clean in a space. 

“It’s the stuff that happens 
inside (the home) that really 
drives huge amounts of con-
sumption … that can cause 
the problem that we take for 
granted,” Braham said, re-
ferring to the total gas emis-

sions from American homes. 
Braham shared several 

innovative buildings on the 
projector screen behind 
him, exemplifying  the im-
portance of architecture 
that reflects both the cli-
mate and human needs.

Following Braham’s talk 
on building evaluations, 
Bohm took the lectern to 
discuss how behavior in-
side the home is just as 
crucial in combating cli-
mate change as the outside 
architecture of a home. 

“The work of architects 
is to provoke conversa-
tions in our community,” 
Bohm said, “not only to do 
the good work of making 
buildings perform better, 
but to galvanize public con-
sciousness, to talk about 
the meaning of the image of 
art, and what they commu-
nicate about our values. We 
need to think about what 
our buildings are doing to 
the planet and what the cli-
mate will, in turn, do to us.”

Bohm pointed to mod-
ernized smart homes that 
promote a high-tech life-
style with little environ-
mental consideration. 

“Notice how our modern 
buildings, in particular, al-
low us to decouple ourselves 
from our relationship to the 
outside,” Bohm said. “The 
modernist need for their 
sleek skyscrapers, technol-

ogies of glass elevators, … 
all those technologies that 
make our modern buildings 
work, allow us to separate 
ourselves from the outside.”

In response to the smart 
home, Bohm created a pro-
totype house with Univer-
sity of Buffalo students in 
a design competition. The 
“Grow” home, as it was 
named, was built to rec-
ognize energy hierarchy, 
think fundamentally and 
coexist with nature. 

Features of the home 
include a “growlarium,” a 
part-greenhouse, part-so-
larium area of the house 
enclosed with tempered 
glass, allowing the sun to 
pass through. This space 
enables plants to grow in-
side the home, while also 
serving as a multifunction-
al space for dining, relaxing 
or other leisure activities. 

Bohm said that spaces 
like the growlarium allow 
for myriad uses and en-
courage flexibility in how 
rooms are used. 

The greenhouse  increas-
es access to homegrown 
food, as homeowners could 
harvest vegetables and 
fruits within the confines 
of the growlarium.

“Bringing that food pro-
duction into the home is a 
way to take on the challenge 
of energy and climate ef-
fects more seriously,” Bohm 

said. “This glassy space 
viewable from the outside 
sends that signal to neigh-
bors, who will know you’re 
raising food. It indicates the 
importance and the cen-
trality of that production.”

The “Grow” home aims 
to expand the boundaries 
of what a home entails. 

“It’s a new way of think-
ing about what being in the 
home requires,” Bohm said. 
“This means that the house 
is anything but a smart 
home. This is not a house 
which does it for you. But, 
it gently guides you to be-
come a smarter user of 
the home, and to develop 
a cleaner awareness of the 
exterior environment.”

Bohm’s University of 
Buffalo colleague McPher-
son concluded the lecture 
portion of the event with a 
discussion on what individ-
uals can do to combat cli-
mate change. 

McPherson discussed a 
partnership with a land-
scape architect which un-
covered three ways indi-
viduals can mitigate their 
effects on the environ-
ment. The first was to be 
a steward for water, har-
nessing and reusing it for 
clean energy. The second 
was to adopt a role of resil-
ience and self-sustainment, 
which would entail grow-
ing one’s own food in a gar-
den. The third was to look 
at climate change as a mar-

ket opportunity, where the 
community can establish 
space and support systems 
for climate-adaptive crops. 

“I think focusing on our 
classic definition of ‘home’ 
is where you start and 
where you spend your in-
dividual (time),” McPher-
son said. “I think we should 
think about the larger defi-
nition of home, and one 
way to think about it is this 
beautiful flow — that we are 
all citizens and passengers.”

McPherson ended his talk 
by asking the audience to 
think of their “second” home. 

“What is your second 
home?” McPherson asked. 
“Where is a place that you 
have influence over? I ask 
you to think about how you 
might think about this work 
and how it exemplifies it-
self, how we’re looking for-
ward to (taking) action.”

After a panel discussion, 
all three speakers remind-
ed Chautauquans home is 
where individual change 
begins in the fight against 
climate change.

“Our homes and what we 
do in them send the signal 
— the signal that we send 
into the world about what 
we value and what we hold 
sacred,” Bohm said. “We 
cannot underestimate that 
part of the work that we’re 
doing. We have to grapple 
with both the technolog-
ical and the aesthetic and 
behavioral aspects of how 
spaces look and feel.”

Sustainability leaders discuss architecture in response to changing climate

BRAHAM BOHM MCPHERSON

The work of architects is to provoke conversations 
in our community. Not only to do the good work of 
making buildings perform better, but to galvanize 
public consciousness, to talk about the meaning of 
the image of art, and what they communicate about 
our values. We need to think about what our buildings 
are doing to the planet and what the climate will, in 
turn, do to us.”

—MARTHA BOHM
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 

University of Buffalo

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to offer reprints of photos that 
appear in its pages through a new online service that will allow 
you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds. Prints are 
available for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” and 11”x14” 
— and will be delivered to your preferred address, whether at 
Chautauqua or at home.

Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites
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Donner honored with ’22 Chautauqua Prize for ‘All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days’
CHRIS CLEMENTS
STAFF WRITER

Rebecca Donner spent many 
years sequestered in her 
study, working on her book, 
All the Frequent Troubles of 
Our Days: The True Story of 
the American Woman at the 
Heart of the German Resis-
tance to Hitler. When not in 
her study, she traveled the 
world to uncover the world 
of her book, which now 
brings her to Chautauqua.

“In researching this 
book, I traveled to archives 
in Germany and England 
and across the United 
States,” said Donner, a Ca-
nadian writer. “I worked 
with a Moscow-based his-
torian. And yet, I had never 
been to Chautauqua.”

Donner, whose book All 
the Frequent Troubles of Our 
Days won the 2022 Nation-
al Book Critics Circle Award 
for Biography and the PEN/
Jacqueline Bograd Weld 
Award, is the winner of the 
2022 Chautauqua Prize, the 
Institution’s flagship literary 
award for a work of fiction or 
literary nonfiction that hon-
ors an author for creating 
a richly rewarding reading 
experience, and a signifi-
cant contribution to the lit-
erary arts. Donner she was 
honored and delighted to 
be at Chautauqua to receive 
her award in person — while 

the Prize has been awarded 
annually since 2012, she is 
the first winner to be hon-
ored in-person since 2019. 
The award itself, created 
by Jamestown artist Patri-
cia Kramer, was crafted to 
resemble a sea foam green 
satchel with pink flowers 
emerging from the top, evok-
ing the backpack of one of 
the book’s main characters.

“This place has such a 
rich history,” Donner said. 
“I recently learned that Su-
san B. Anthony delivered a 
stirring lecture in the Am-
phitheater here, advocat-
ing for the right of women 
to vote. Ten years later, my 
great-great-aunt Mildred 
Harnack was born.”

Last Friday in the Hall 
of Philosophy, Donner was 

awarded The Chautauqua 
Prize for All the Frequent 
Troubles of Our Days, a 
book centered around Har-
nack, who was herself a 
literary historian, author, 
translator and the only 
identified American who 
was in a leadership position 
in the German resistance 
against the Nazi regime. 

“Mildred was deeply in-
spired by the suffragettes,” 
Donner said. “Her mother 
was a self-proclaimed suf-
fragette. The courageous-
ness that was exhibited by 
these women and others 
in the movement informed 
Mildred’s political activism 
when she moved to Germa-
ny to pursue a Ph.D., and she 
watched Germany progress 
from parliamentary democ-
racy to fascist dictatorship.”

At first glance, Harnack 
was an ordinary American 
graduate student from Mil-
waukee, Donner said. 

“But we know that’s not 

true, that she was ordi-
nary,” Donner said. “There 
she was on the streets of 
Berlin in 1932. Anyone who 
knows anything about the 
history of the rise of fas-
cism in Germany will know 
that 1932 was a tremen-
dously significant year.”

At that time, Germany 
still had a constitution that 
guaranteed freedom of 
speech, freedom to demon-
strate in public places and 
freedom of press.

“Mildred also saw the 
signs of a fragile democra-
cy crumbling around her,” 
she said. “Walking to the 
University of Berlin, she 
saw long lines of beggars 
and campaign posters em-
blazoned with swastikas, 
and horrific acts of vio-
lence toward Jews.”

In public plazas, Don-

ner said Harnack witnessed 
bloody battles and brawls 
instigated by a private para-
military army known collo-
quially as brown shirts.

“They stood armed and 
ready to carry out orders 
issued by the Nazi party, 
which by all appearances 
was preparing for a violent 
right wing revolution in 
Germany,” she said. “Ger-
many’s president, Paul von 
Hindenburg, was 84 years 
old, tottering into senili-
ty, in his second term as 
president. A politician half 
his age was growing in 
popularity, a high school 
dropout named Hitler, who 
promised to make Germa-
ny great again.”

Thus, the stage was set 
for Harnack’s incredible 
acts of bravery against the 
Nazi regime, Donner said. 

Harnack and her husband, 
Arvid Harnack, helped pass 
out pamphlets and gather 
intelligence and, above all, 
helped Jews escape Germany.

“The power of this story 
is that it is true,” Donner 
said. “I’d like to conclude 
with Arvid’s letter to Mil-
dred, which he wrote just 
a few hours before he was 
executed. He was hanged 
at  Plötzensee prison, in the 
same room where Mildred 

would later be guillotined. 
When he wrote this letter, 
he didn’t know about Hit-
ler’s verdict, that Mildred 
had been ordered to die by 
guillotine.”

Arvid went to his death 
thinking that Mildred had 
only received six years in 
prison, Donner said.

“Imagine if you were in a 
cell, facing execution, imag-
ine you knew how you would 
be executed — imagine what 
you would write to your 
spouse or loved one,” she 
said. “What is so amazing 
about this to me is that Ar-
vid’s words tell us so much 
about him, about his charac-
ter, and about Mildred’s com-
mitment to the resistance.”

Donner paused — and 
then read the letter to the 
audience as thunder rum-
bled in the distance.

“My dear beloved heart, 
if in the last months I find 
the strength to be inward-
ly calm and composed, it is 
because I feel a strong at-
tachment to all that is good 
and beautiful in the world,” 
Donner read. “It’s a feeling 
that sings out of the poet 
Whitman. Those that are 
close to me embody this 
feeling. Especially you.”

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Author Rebecca Donner accepts The Chautauqua Prize for her book All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days: The True Story of the American Woman at the Heart of the German Resistance to Hitler last Friday in the 
Hall of Philosophy. 

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Donner is the first person to be awarded the Prize in-person since 2019.

Imagine if you were in a cell, facing execution, imagine 
you knew how you would be executed — imagine 
what you would write to your spouse or loved one. 
What is so amazing about this to me is that Arvid’s 
words tell us so much about him, about his character, 
and about Mildred’s commitment to the resistance.”

—REBECCA DONNER 
Author, 

 All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days
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Nicole Koh, soprano, performs as the title role in Chautauqua Opera Conservatory’s production of Janáček’s The Cunning Little Vixen with the Music School Festival Orchestra Monday in the Amphitheater.

Opera Conservatory students perform Janáček’s The Cunning Little Vixen with the MSFO Monday in the Amp.

Opera Conservatory students Madison Holtze, soprano, left, and Matilda Smolij, mezzo-soprano, right, 
perform as Frantik and Cricket.

Opera Conservatory students Hope Nelson, mezzo-soprano, left, and Koh, right, perform as The Fox 
and The Vixen Monday in the Amp. 

Koh takes center stage as The Vixen.

Chautauqua Opera Conservatory brings ‘The Cunning Little Vixen’ to Amphitheater
PHOTOS BY JOELEEN HUBBARD

A ‘Cunning Little’ curtain call
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WILL KARR
STAFF WRITER

While many people gravitate toward 
bright-colored flowers, in her current 
work, sculptor and installation artist 
Rain Harris tends to lean toward more 
neutral tones, exploring what she calls 
“the cabinet of curiosity.”

“I kind of like stripping the color from 
the flowers and giving them a monochro-
matic black canvas to get an emotional 
response from the viewers,” she said.  

Harris’ work is currently on display in 
the solo exhibition “Wallflowers” through 
Aug. 21 on the second floor of the Strohl 
Art Center. While some of the sculptures 

are completely black, others contain 
hints and pops of color. 

She has become known for her clay 
flower sculptures. Harris received her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Rhode Is-
land School of Design and her Master of 
Fine Arts from The Ohio State University. 
She also attended a culinary school, where 
she focused primarily on pastry mak-
ing and cake decorating. In her artwork, 
she often mixes her culinary and artistic 
backgrounds together to create a refined 
concoction of intricately detailed and 
hand-crafted floral designs and pieces. 

Cabinet of Curiosity

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Harris’ “Oval Wallflower 17x15.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
“Wallflower 13x13.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
“Oval Wallflower 17x15.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Pieces by Rain Harris are displayed in the solo exhibition “Wallflowers” in Strohl Art Center.

See WALLFLOWERS, Page C2

Harris’ solo exhibition ‘Wallflowers’ now open in Strohl
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WILL KARR
STAFF WRITER

As a luxury interior design 
director, James Hunter typ-
ically configures spaces for 
high-profile clients; however, 
in his blueprints and designs, 
he also maps out room for 
artists. 

“When I explain to clients 
that by buying this object, or 
by having this thing made for 
them, not only is it unique to 
them, but it’s actually pro-
moting this opportunity for 
artists to continue to sup-
port themselves and what 
they love to do,” he said, “that 
is one of the things I am most 
proud of with my work.”

At 5 p.m. Sunday in the Hall 
of Christ, Hunter is sched-
uled to give the final Chau-
tauqua Visual Arts lecture 
of the 2022 season, though 
Institution programming re-
mains, to a degree, tentative 
this weekend. He describes 
the lecture as a full-circle 
moment in the trajectory of 
his career. 

In college, while working 
as an undergraduate teach-
ing assistant in the painting 
department at SUNY Fre-
donia’s summer school pro-
gram for art students, he was 
invited to participate in a 
group exhibit at Chautauqua. 

“The exhibition was at the 
very beginning of my career, 
before I ever started working 
in interior design,” he said. “I 
had work in one of the galler-
ies, and now here I am (over 
two decades later), coming 
back to give a lecture.”

In his lecture, Hunter will 
talk about the different types 
of jobs available to artisans 
within the realm of interior 
design and his role as a lead-
ing design director at the 
Wiseman Group. 

The Wiseman Group is an 
interior design firm based in 
San Francisco. Although the 
firm originally specialized 
in creating luxury residen-
tial interiors for Fortune 500 
company owners, it has since 
transitioned into designing 
other spaces, such as offices, 
vacation homes and even pri-
vate jet and yacht interiors. 

The company was origi-
nally founded 42 years ago, 
in 1980, by designer Paul Vin-
cent Wiseman. Hunter joined 
the firm in 1996.  

Before Hunter started do-
ing interior design work, he 
worked primarily as an art-
ist, who specialized in tex-
tile-based work and surface 
printing. He received both 
an undergraduate degree 
and a master’s in art educa-
tion from SUNY Buffalo State 
College. After attaining his 
master’s, he attended a for-
mative decorator showcase 
in the city, which provided 
creatives with the chance to 
be selected to redesign the 
interior of a home.  

“I submitted a proposal to 
re-do the space and I got se-
lected to do the project. That 
was really how I got started 
in interior design, because I 
was able to combine both my 
textile and surface printing 
backgrounds,” he said.         

The result was the cre-
ation of a printed linen fabric 
that he upholstered on home 
walls. Hunter said the expe-
rience ultimately sparked his 
interest in interior design 
and was the onset of much of 
the upholstery-based interi-
or work he did at the begin-
ning of his career. 

After college, during his 
free time, he started reg-
ularly redesigning spaces 
like apartments, homes, and 
even restaurants for himself, 
friends, and family mem-
bers, which eventually led 

him to receive actual clients 
through referrals. 

One day, he had the epiph-
any that his passion could 
be translated directly into a 
full-time career.  

“I realized that while do-
ing all this, when I was tak-
ing some time off work, that 
I was working harder doing 
interior design than when I 
was working,” he said. “So, I 
decided to pursue it.”

What started out as a 
simple pastime has become 
an extensive career. After 

focusing on designing and 
moving to the San Francisco 
Bay Area during the 1990s, he 
accepted a design position at 
the Wiseman Group. Hunter 
has spent 26 years of his pro-
fessional career at the firm. 
As a director, he manages an 
entire team of designers and 
other directors, and works 
directly with clients to help 
bring their unique spatial vi-
sions to fruition. 

“Working with clients is 
great because many of the 
clients are already patrons 

of the arts in many differ-
ent ways,” he said. “Not only 
are they on the boards of 
galleries and museums, but 
they appreciate collecting 
and buying art. … They’re 
also very philanthropic. … 
If it wasn’t for our generous 
clients, the artists wouldn’t 
have the work (opportuni-
ties). Our clients help sup-
port artists by allowing us to 
do these beautiful interiors.” 

The firm often collabo-
rates with artisans and sup-
pliers to create custom piec-
es and designs, ranging from 
simple to extraordinary, and 
traditional to contempo-
rary. The company works 
with creatives in a wide va-
riety of fields and skill sets, 
such metalworking, fabric 
embroidery and printing, 
carpeting, custom furniture 
design, lighting design and 
decorative painting. 

In addition to their studio 
practices, many artists of-
ten have to find other ways 
to make an income, and 

through his work, Hunter 
endeavors to connect them 
with the creative outlets, 
tools and resources to do so. 
He ultimately views interior 
design as a way for artists to 
supplement their income and 
as a means to make a sus-
tainable profit for their work, 
which can be difficult. 

“Decorative painting is 
just one example of a great 
segue,” he said. “A lot of dec-
orative painters are also vi-
sual artists, but then they 
do decorative painting as 
another form of income. We 
will typically have painters 
do murals for us, and custom 
painting on walls.”

Through his work, Hunter 
strives to bring awareness 
to the different career and 
business opportunities avail-
able to artists.

“There’s a lot of different 
paths that someone who is a 
visual artist can take, wheth-
er it becomes their mainstay 
or it’s just an addition to their 
fine art,” he said.  

For CVA, award-winning interior designer Hunter to discuss creating space for artists

I realized that while doing all this, when I was taking 
some time off work, that I was working harder doing 
interior design than when I was working. So, I decided 
to pursue it.”

—JAMES HUNTER
Design Director,
Wiseman Group

In her previous work, she 
created vibrant colored 
sculptures with vintage 
floral decals and predom-
inantly flat surfaces, but 
has since transitioned into 
creating more neutral, 
three-dimensional pieces, 
where the flower itself be-
comes the main canvas. 

Harris often draws inspi-
ration from 17th—century 
Baroque and Flemish Va-
nitas Victorian traditions, 
as well as from her time in 
Jingdezhen, China. A decade 
ago, she studied there with 
Indigenous flower-makers. 

That experience ulti-
mately led her to regularly 
incorporate what she had 
learned in Jingdezhen into 
her own artistic practice. 

While living in China, she 
primarily worked with white 
and translucent clays. After 

arriving back in the states, 
however, she was faced with 
the challenge of finding a new 
type of material to work with. 

She eventually found a 
black clay at the ceramics 
store underneath her art 
studio, and realized that 
she could use the alterna-
tive color to communicate 
a unique visual language 
through her work. 

“I liked the idea of using 
black clay, because there’s 
this whole association of por-
celain (and white) with purity, 
and it sort of took the exact 
opposite direction,” she said. 
“I’m really interested in the 
connotations of black and the 
kind of associations with it, 
specifically the Victorian idea 
of it … and black was a com-
mon color that was used.” 

During the Victorian 
era, the trend of mourning 
jewelry typically included 
symbols of death, including 
skulls, skeletons and cof-
fins, which Harris playful-
ly references through her 
use of flowers. The jewelry, 
while containing macabre 
symbols, represented pos-
itive messages like the im-
portance of valuing life and 
memorializing the legacies 
of the dead. 

Judy Barie, the Susan and 
John Turben Director of 
Chautauqua School of Visu-
al Arts Galleries and curator 
of “Wallflowers,” said one 
of the biggest reasons she 
gravitated toward Harris’ 
work upon first glance was 
because a viewer doesn’t 
normally envision or asso-
ciate the color black with 
flowers; Harris offers view-
ers a new perspective.

Her artwork often utiliz-
es resin, a plant-based sub-

stance typically transformed 
into paints and coatings. The 
material parallels environ-
mental reactions and trans-
formations that directly re-
sult from human impressions 
and footprints on the planet. 
Harris oftens balances con-
trasting elements, like nature 
and artificiality, with organic 
and more industrial, man-
made components.   

“I’m really interested in 
the two sides of nature, in 
how we sculpt and manicure 
nature to make it prim and 
proper,” Harris said. “I’m also 
interested in the exact oppo-
site of what happens when 
nature goes wild and rebels.” 

Harris likes exploring the 
theme of nature’s reckon-
ing and intervention on hu-
mans. She often references 
this through the imagery of 
foliage and plants becoming 
“caught in an ice storm,” vi-
sually represented through 
the resin spreading over the 

flower in her work.   
Although humans often 

attempt to manipulate, con-
trol or forecast predictions 
over their natural environ-
ments, Harris said nature 
is ultimately unpredictable 
and operates at its own will. 

“I’m interested in what 
happens when nature comes 
up against you, the kind 
of unpredictable parts of 
weather,” she said. “When 
you think about an ice storm, 
the flowers and plants that 
always get caught are the 
non-native plants that are 
brought to a place, forced to 
grow in an environment.” 

Harris said that she likes 
to incorporate environmen-
tal imagery into her work. 

“I really love imagery,” she 
said. “The imagery of ice, I’m 
definitely really attracted 
to that. I kind of consider it 
to be this embalmed ever-
bloom — this moment of life 
and death together.”

HUNTER

WALLFLOWERS
FROM PAGE C1

I’m really interested in the two sides of nature, in how 
we sculpt and manicure nature to make it prim and 
proper. I’m also interested in the exact opposite of 
what happens when nature goes wild and rebels.” 

—RAIN HARRIS
Sculptor, installation artist,

“Wallflowers”
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Former and current stu-
dents, lifetime Chautau-
quans, and people from all 
generations gathered last 
Friday evening in McKnight 
Hall to celebrate Marle-
na Kleinman Malas with a 
dinner and celebration to 
officially launch the Marle-
na Malas Scholarship Fund. 
Not only was the event at-
tended by Malas herself, 
who serves as the dean of 
admission at The Juilliard 
School, and embraces her 
nickname of “the diva of 
rejection” but also by mez-
zo-soprano Susan Graham, 
who has studied with Malas 
for around 35 years.

Malas has been a part of 
the School of Music voice 
faculty for over 40 years. 
Previously, she held the po-
sition of chair of the Voice 
Program, but this summer 
marks the official switch in 
the program’s name from 
the School of Music Voice 
Program to the Chautauqua 
Opera Conservatory. The 
name change reflects its 
unification with the Chau-
tauqua Opera Company, 
as they are combining re-
sources now more than ever 
before. Malas serves as the 
director of the Chautauqua 
Opera Conservatory, and 
Steven Osgood remains as 
general and artistic direc-
tor of Chautauqua Opera.

Chautauqua Institution 
President Michael E. Hill 
opened the night with an 
address to those gathered, 
which included friends, 
family, students and dedi-
cated music supporters.

“There are many others 
that will come after me that 
will talk about Marlena the 
artist, Marlena the teacher, 
Marlena the generational 
influencer of an entire in-
dustry of people who have 
gone on to create some of 
the most incredible works 
that our country has ever 
known,” Hill said. “I’m not 
going to do any of that.”

When Hill became Chau-
tauqua’s president in 2016, 
the administration shared 
there were some specific 
people he must meet. One of 
them was Malas.

Hill had heard myths about 
Malas, and there was a lot to 
hear. She teaches at The Juil-
liard School, the Manhattan 
School of Music, and the Cur-
tis Institute of Music, and her 
students, such as Neil Shicoff 
and Tatiana Troyanos, have 
led prolific and lauded ca-
reers. Hill was, of course, ner-
vous to meet her.

“We went to her studio my 
first year, and we sat in the 
corner,” Hill said. “And I dis-

covered Marlena the person, 
who loved this place within 
an inch of her life, and who 
reminded me that magic 
happens here and who made 
me believe that coming to 
Chautauqua was a decision 
to change the world, like she 
had done for decades.”

From their first meeting, 
Hill felt Malas’ love for her 
students and how much she 
believed in them and the 
growth they could achieve. 
She believed she could make 
them better storytellers.

“In a world that is so des-
perate to find humanity,” Hill 
said, “how fitting tonight that 
we get to honor and celebrate 
someone who decodes hu-
man beings and makes them 
better storytellers.”

Hill left the more for-
mal introduction of both 
the evening and of Malas 
to Senior Vice President 
and Chief Program Officer 
Deborah Sunya Moore who 
began working at Chautau-
qua only three years before 
Hill’s arrival, and, in that 
short time, felt Malas’ pow-
erful influence.

“I do think that when we 
were introducing Michael to 
Marlena, … I think I did tell 
him that he was visiting the 
queen,” she said.

Malas, who remains 
humble, would never per-
mit a long list of her expe-
riences to be shared, but 
Moore decided to include 
it, as the scholarship is due 
to her decades-long dedi-
cation to music.

“Tonight we are not only 
celebrating the ongoing 
legacy of Marlena’s amaz-
ing career here and her 
gifting here of teaching … 
and not just teaching sing-
ing lessons — teaching life 
lessons,” Moore said. “We 
are also celebrating the 
start of the student schol-
arship fund in Marlena’s 
name so that all of us can 
touch and be a part of this 
incredible legacy continu-
ing forever at Chautauqua.”

In preparing to speak on 
Malas’ accomplishments, 
Moore asked voice students 
and faculty what caused 
Malas’ teaching and over-
all presence to be felt so 
acutely. She accrued many 
stories about how Malas 
teaches people how to re-
lax their jaws and breathe — 
but one experience brought 
the real gem behind Malas’ 
teaching into the light.

Moore observed Malas 
and her team conducting 
auditions in New York City 
for the Voice Program. Af-
ter watching an immense 
amount of talented musi-
cians, Moore asked Malas 
what she looks for in candi-

dates for Chautauqua.
“I’ll never forget: Marlena 

said, ‘I’m listening to if they 
have something to say, if 
they have something to sing 
about.’ And I realized in that 
moment, that what she does 
is not just teaching singing, 
she’s teaching about com-
municating, and commu-
nicating with each other in 
a way that only song and 
voice can do,” Moore said.

Malas exhibits that care in 
all aspects of her life. When 
her and her husband Spiro 
Malas came to Chautauqua 
to teach and perform, they 
brought their children with 
them and spent the sum-
mers raising them on the 
grounds. Moore felt Malas’ 
nurturing nature the most 
poignantly through her chil-
dren, who participated in 
the summer opera program 
under her tutelage.

“This scholarship fund is 
about creating the space for 
more students to blossom,” 
Moore said. “And may I say, 
to create space in the world 
for more Susan Grahams.”

The night featured perfor-
mances by two of Malas’ cur-
rent students: sopranos Geor-
giana Adams and Marquita 
Richardson; two students 
who now teach alongside 
her at the Chautauqua Opera 
Conservatory: Dominic Arm-
strong and Jonathan Beyer; 
and Grammy Award-winner 
Susan Graham.

After Adams’ perfor-
mance, Richardson stepped 
in front of the piano in McK-
night Hall and used the word 

that threaded through-
out everyone’s experience 
learning from Malas: magic.

“Like you told me the 
other day,” Richardson said, 
addressing Malas, “our 
journey is just beginning — 
but how honored and hap-
py I am to have met you and 
to have shared some of this 
magic that I’ve heard so 
much about.”

This magic made tenor 
and School of Music voice 
faculty member Dominic 
Armstrong the singer he is 
today. Hailing from what 
he described as “middle of 
nowhere, Missouri” to New 
York City to study at The 
Juilliard School, Armstrong 
struggled finding his place 
as a naturally shy kid.

“Marlena always made me 
feel welcome, even when I 
didn’t think I was,” he said.

The second song that 
Armstrong sang was a spir-
ited rendition of “Sit Down, 
You’re Rockin’ the Boat” from 
the musical Guys and Dolls. 
During the performance, he 
dropped to his knees.

When baritone and fel-
low voice faculty teacher 
Jonathan Beyer stepped in 
front of the piano after Arm-
strong, he couldn’t help but 
express his surprise.

“A shy kid who was afraid 
of New York?” Beyer said, 
drawing laughter from the 
entire audience, who just 
witnessed a performance by 
a man one would never think 
to describe as shy.

Before Beyer began, he 
straightened his shoulders.

“This is for Marlena be-
cause she yells at me for not 
standing up straight,” he said. 
“And she has done that since 
I met her at Chautauqua in 
2003, which was my first 
summer here as a student.”

He returned for summers 
after to continue learning 
with her and performing 
leading roles in productions 
like Puccini’s La Bohème and 
Verdi’s La Traviata.

“That was a really invalu-
able experience for me,” he 
said. “So when you stand on-
stage at the Met, you’re like, 
‘I don’t know. It’s not as big 
as the Amp.’ ”

While Beyer sang, he 
paused during a piano solo 
to bend over and shake out 
his arms and torso. Malas’ 
students all laughed at the 
familiar exercise.

Moore took the mic again 
to announce a brief pause 
for more food and drink be-
fore Graham sang.

“I have to tell you, I hope 
you are feeling as honored 
as I am to even be in this 
room with this legacy and 
this song,” she said. 

Donating to the Marlena 
Malas Scholarship Fund lets 
more people be a part of the 
Opera Conservatory pro-
gram. It will enable students 
to come and learn from fac-

ulty like Malas who love their 
students and love the story-
telling medium of opera.

Graham, who has gone 
on to sing in the Metropol-
itan Opera and through-
out Europe and the Unit-
ed States and won a 2004 
Grammy Award for Best 
Classical Vocal Perfor-
mance, closed the evening.

When Graham came to 
the Manhattan School of 
Music with an artist’s diplo-
ma, she had just graduated 
from Texas Tech University. 
Having grown up and spent 
her whole life in Texas, Gra-
ham knew very little about 
which faculty member to 
choose to study under.

“I just sort of spun the 
wheel and pointed at one,” 
Graham said. “And I got a 
teacher who was fine. She 
was perfectly lovely.”

After Graham finished 
her first year at Manhattan 
School of Music, she joined 
the Blossom Festival at Kent 
State after being rejected 
from the Santa Fe Opera and 
other summer opera festival 
programs. At the time, their 
voice staff included Stephen 
Lord, Martin Katz and Mar-
lena Malas.

“I was aware of the Malas 
mystique,” Graham said. “I 
had never experienced it, 
but I got to have lessons with 
her. Just standing in front of 
her and singing probably five 
or six times that summer, 
I thought, ‘This is where I 
want to live.’ ”

Graham asked if she could 
join Malas’ studio when they 
returned to Manhattan, 
but Malas refused. Graham 
continued with her original 
voice professor, graduated, 
and realized how much she 
needed to focus on her sing-
ing career.

“I was 27 years old, and I 
didn’t have any more time to 
waste,” she said. “And I had 
to get my voice from good 
to world-class. I gave myself 
about six months for that.”

She tried out two teachers, 
one of whom had her sit on 
the floor for an exercise and 
sing like she was giving birth 
to practice breath support.

The last teacher Graham 
went to was Malas. Graham 
desperately wanted to im-
press her and felt ready to 
do so with all the new tech-
niques she learned. Graham 
started singing for her, but 
then Malas stopped her and 
asked, “What the hell are 
you doing?”

From then on, Malas 
was Graham’s teacher, and 
Graham continues to go to 
Malas for coachings. The 
previous week at Chautau-
qua, Graham held voice les-
sons and performed with 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra on Aug. 4.

“I was borderline fried,” 
Graham said. “Because at 
my age, your vocal chords 

don’t recover as quickly as 
they do for all of, you know, 
people here.”

Malas told Graham she 
would refresh her. She had 
Graham relax her jaw and 
massage her ears and neck. 
Graham said Malas always 
reminds her of every step 
and every exercise that she 
forgets while she is on the 
road traveling.

“When I first started go-
ing (to Malas’ studio), she had 
a framed thing on the wall 
that said ‘50 Rules for Suc-
cessful People,’ and the one 
I remember the most is sur-
round yourself with the best 
people possible,” Graham 
said. “Well, I knew I already 
had one of those covered: my 
voice teacher for 35 years.”

Other teachers or man-
agers have tried to encour-
age Graham to fill out other 
aspects of her voice that 
are not natural to her, or 
change her singing style in 
a way that is not organic. 
Malas has refused to do so, 
even when asked by Gra-
ham’s managers.

“Part of the Marlena mag-
ic is that she takes — and I’ve 
seen it this week with the 
people who study with her 
— she takes you as you are, 
she takes you where you are, 
and she helps you define and 
blossom and grow that flow-
er because that’s who she is,” 
Graham said.

Graham does not think 
she would have the career 
she has today without Malas 
and her teaching. Her family 
members are ranchers and 
real estate agents.

“I did not know this exist-
ed. I did not dream that this 
life even existed,” she said.

The girl from Texas grew 
up to hold Leonardo da 
Vinci’s “Mona Lisa” in her 
hands, to curtsy in front 
of the Queen of England, 
and to meet Prince Charles 
backstage at the Royal Op-
era in Paris.

“She made all this possi-
ble,” Graham said. “This in-
credible career that I’ve had, 
this incredible life that I’ve 
had, and I ain’t the only one. 
I’m just telling my little story.”

She closed the night with 
“La vie en rose” dedicated to 
Malas, but before she began, 
she raced back to the mic 
and said, “Oh, and give us a 
lot of money.”

Graham accompanied 
herself on the piano with a 
song that truly exemplified 
Malas’ work. It told a story, it 
had something to say. 

She finished, stood, and 
removed the gold necklace 
she was wearing — one she’d 
worn while recording a pre-
vious album. Graham placed 
the necklace upon Malas. 

Amid applause, Malas 
waved at everyone to sit 
down.

“I am overwhelmed,” Malas 
said. “And I am so grateful.”
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The Marlena Magic: Beloved Opera Conservatory Director Malas 
honored at reception, launch of scholarship bearing her name

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Opera Conservatory Director Marlena Malas receives a standing ovation from colleagues and loved ones at a reception in her honor last 
Friday in McKnight Hall. The gathering served as a launch for the new Marlena Malas Scholarship Fund.
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Mezzo-soprano Kelly Guer-
ra moved to New York City 
to live with her fiancé during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
And like everyone else, they 
found themselves with a lot 
of time on their hands; the 
two needed a project.

Luckily, her fiancé Eric 
Sedgwick is a pianist, and 
so they got to work adding 
Gabriel Fauré’s “La bonne 
chanson” to their repertoire.

“We got to really delve 
into this poetry about deep 
love and really getting to 
know each other at the 
same time as musicians,” 
Guerra said.

Fauré’s song cycle tells 
of the first year of a cou-
ple’s marriage. For a new-
ly engaged couple, it made 
the project and the music 
all the more special.

When Guerra participated 
in Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany’s virtual 2020 season, 
General and Artistic Director 
Steven Osgood asked over 
Zoom what everyone’s favor-
ite piece of music was at the 
moment. Guerra couldn’t help 
but think of “La bonne chan-
son” and her love for both the 
music and Sedgwick.

“I just busted up crying,” 
Guerra said.

Now Guerra is back on 
the grounds to play Esper-
anza Cordero in Chautauqua 
Opera’s workshop reading of 
The House on Mango Street: 
The Opera by librettist San-
dra Cisneros and composer 
Derek Bermel; she will also 
perform with Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra Diver-
sity Fellows as part of the 
Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Resident Artist Series at 4 
p.m. Saturday in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall. However, follow-
ing the attack Friday morn-
ing of Salman Rushdie and 
Henry Reese on the Amphi-
theater stage, both the work-
shop reading of The House on 
Mango Street: The Opera and 
Saturday’s chamber recital 
have been canceled.

In preparation for the 
now-canceled recital, Guer-
ra chose Fauré’s song cycle, 
along with Gabriela Lena 
Frank’s Kanto Kechua (Quec-
hua Song) No. 2, Meilina 
Tsui’s String Quartet No. 2 
and Gustav Mahler’s “Lieder 
eines fahrenden Gesellen” to 
share with the audience.

While she is thrilled to 
share Fauré’s music, she 
admitted it will feel odd to 
perform Fauré accompa-
nied by a chamber ensem-
ble instead of Sedgwick.

“But it’s very nice to have 
that inspiration,” she said. “I 

mean, I’m literally planning 
my wedding right now, and 
one of the songs describes 
the wedding (that) will be 
on a summer day and it’ll be 
outside and the sky is blue. 
And our wedding will be on 
a summer day, and hopefully 
the sky will be blue.”

This piece will follow 
Mahler’s “Lieder eines 
fahrenden Gesellen.” The 
two are quite different in 
tone, but Guerra feels that 
when played together, they 
tell the coherent story of a 
character who has known 
heartbreak and finds love.

“The poetry was written 
by Mahler himself, and he 
was very in love with this 
girl,” Guerra said. “She did 
not love him back.”

Mahler was an Aus-
tro-Bohemian compos-
er who, during his life, 
faced anti-Semitism and 
the death of his daughter. 
Mahler knew grief, and 
Guerra feels he also knew 
how to write about it well.

The first few lines of the 
“Lieder eines fahrenden 
Gesellen” read: “When my 
love has her wedding-day, / 
Her joyous wedding-day, / I 
have my day of mourning!”

In this chamber concert, 
weddings are portrayed as 
both mournful and happy 
at different times. Guerra 
sees the songs’ characters 
finding the space to even-
tually see joy, which shows 
growth; even though they 
have faced loss, that is not 
the end of the story.

“I imagine taking that 
character who heals, finds 
themself, then is able to 
actually fall in love with 
someone who loves them 
back,” she said. “It’s kind of 
a long story arc of grief to 
eventually finding the right 
person for you.”

Opera Guest artist Guerra, 
with CSO Diversity Fellows, 
to give chamber recital

GUERRA
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Andrew Borba and Carol 
Halstead are married again.

Chautauqua Theater 
Company’s outgoing ar-
tistic director Borba and 
guest actor Halstead are 
playing a married couple 
onstage, just as they did for 
Borba’s very first CTC show 
in 2006. Borba and Halstead 
will play the indomitable 
George and Martha in the 
Edward Albee classic Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
It’s both the final show of 
the season and Borba’s final 
show on the CTC stage.

For their first on-
stage marriage, Borba and 
Halstead played Jim and 
Sue Bayliss, the next-door 
neighbors of the central 
Keller family in Arthur Mill-
er’s All My Sons. Halstead 
said that the Baylisses’ mar-
riage was a troubled one.

“So it’s full circle, be-
cause now we’re playing the 
ultimately challenged, trou-
bled couple,” she said.

Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? invites audiences 
into an evening of games 
at George and Martha’s 
house. George is a college 
professor and Martha is 
the daughter of the univer-
sity’s president. They invite 
Nick, a new professor, and 
his wife, Honey, to their 
home for an after-party 
celebration following a fac-
ulty party welcoming Nick 
into the fold. Hours of cut-
ting repartee and games, 
both literal and metaphor-
ical, ensue. Who’s Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf? is set to 
premiere with two perfor-
mances, one at 2:15 p.m. 

and one at 7:30 p.m. Sun-
day in Bratton Theater, but 
the bulk of Institution pro-
gramming this weekend re-
mains tentative.

George and Martha are 
two fiercely intelligent in-
dividuals who take out their 
disappointments  and frus-
trations on one another with 
barbed specificity. Their re-
lationship is dark, but also 
funny, and Borba said there 
is a perverse pleasure in 
watching them circle one 
another in a kind of intellec-
tual boxing match.

“There is, I think, a real 
delight in watching these 
prizefighters spar,” he said.

Halstead agreed that 
the combative relationship 
evokes a twisted sense of play.

“The way that they have 
adapted to live with each 
other is very much an ad-
versarial, gaming kind of in-
terplay,” she said.

Since their initial 2006 
pairing, Borba and Halstead 
have enjoyed a long and re-
warding professional re-
lationship. They played 
neighbors in a CTC produc-
tion of Our Town, and Bor-
ba has directed Halstead on 
three separate occasions at 
Chautauqua. 

The two actors have an 
easy, sparkling camaraderie, 
helping one another fill in 
the details of the timeline of 
their relationship. If Borba 
doesn’t remember the name 
of a character or the date 
of a production, Halstead 

does, and vice versa.
Borba and Halstead have a 

shared set of values: a love of 
theater and the people who 
make it. Halstead said they 
have a natural affinity for and 
understanding of one anoth-
er. From the moment they 
began working together, 
Borba said he liked Halstead 
and how she worked.

“You’re the reason I’m in 
the theater, because you’re 
interesting and talented 
and creative, and you’re a 
force of nature in that great 
way,” he told her.

Even though Halstead is 
based in New York City and 
Borba on the West Coast, 
their affinity stretches 
across the miles and time 
zones. They may not see 
each other very often, but 
always make a point to 
catch up when they find 
themselves on the same 
coast, easily picking up 
where they left off. 

The long-standing and 
affectionate relationship 
lends itself to an environ-
ment of trust. They are able 
to use their connection and 
their knowledge of one an-
other to their advantage in 
the making of this play. 

Knowing when to check 
in and when to give one 
another space, and know-
ing what makes one anoth-
er tick lends an ease and 
a vitality to the process. 
This sentiment proved a bit 
challenging for both Borba 
and Halstead to articulate, 

so they helped one another 
find the words.

“I consider you, and I hope 
I am as well, a very open and 
vulnerable person,” Borba 
said to Halstead. “There’s 
an acknowledgment of the 
depth of this work, of trust, 
and how great this play is. I 
think the word trust keeps 
coming up for me in that I 
trust you, and I trust (direc-
tor Paul Mullins), and I trust 
this work. So even when I 
get unstable, I have things 
to really rely on.”

Mullins is another pre-
vious collaborator with the 
two, which deepens the 
sense of kinship in the re-
hearsal room. Halstead said 
this is Mullins’ 10th time 
directing her in a play at 
Chautauqua. Borba knew 
Mullins even before he 
made his Chautauqua debut 
— the two men played Cas-
sio and Iago, respectively, 
in a Portland Stage produc-
tion of Othello in 1995.

“(Mullins) knows us as 
actors,” Halstead said. “He 
knows our toolboxes. He 
knows what paint colors we 
have in our set.” 

Borba agreed that Mull-
ins’ knowledge of his actors’ 
strengths and weaknesses 

facilitates the production.
“It makes me think you 

can go deeper, faster,” Bor-
ba said.

George and Martha’s re-
lationship dynamic is a bit-
ter one, and both Borba and 
Halstead were concerned 
about the toll that living in 
that darkness might take on 
their friendship. 

So far, however, they have 
had the opposite experi-
ence, using their familiarity 
with one another to remain 
grounded.

Halstead noted that oth-
er actors have told her they 
turned down the opportu-

nity to do Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?, expressing 
concern about inhabiting 
that world. But Halstead is 
having a joyful experience.

“For me, even though 
it goes to a very dark 
place, it’s a comedy also,” 
Halstead said. “The people, 
the human foibles, playing 
that out and giving yourself 
free rein, has been fun.”

Borba attested that the 
play’s status as an American 
classic is well-deserved.

“To be in the room work-
ing on a brilliant play is al-
ways a joy even on the hard 
days,” he said. 

Borba, Halstead again join forces in CTC’s ‘Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?’

There’s an acknowledgement of the depth of this 
work, of trust, and how great this play is. I think the 
word trust keeps coming up for me in that I trust 
(Halstead), and I trust (director Paul Mullins), and I 
trust this work. So even when I get unstable, I have 
things to really rely on.”

—ANDREW BORBA
Artistic Director, 

Chautauqua Theater Company

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
From left, Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Actor Adam Shaukat, CTC Artistic Director Andrew Borba, and guest actors Madeline Seidman and Carol Halstead rehearse Friday at Chautauqua Lake Central 
School in Mayville for CTC’s production of Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? which is set to open with two shows Sunday in Bratton Theater.
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THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be submitted 
electronically, no more than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s signature including name, address and telephone number for 
verification. The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 
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GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
After Sports Club’s Beach-to-Beach Color Sprint Thursday along South Lake Drive, from Children’s Beach to Heinz Beach near the Youth Activities Center, volunteers 
toss down pigmented powder in a rainbow of colors over runners gathered on the lawn by the YAC.

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Janel Petrilli dashes purple powder over runners along South Lake Drive.

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
After the Color Sprint, kiddos roll around on the road, soaking up every last bit of colored pigment 
as they can.

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sean Cornelius, right, throws a heaping dose of yellow on Color Sprint runners near the YAC. 

COLOR LIFE IN COLOR LIFE IN COLOR

Running, walking, sprinting through rainbow clouds — Chautauquans  
race along Sports Club’s Beach-to-Beach Color Sprint



“I want a Church that loves generously and 
demands justice,” said the Rev. Teresa “Terri” 
Hord Owens at the 9:15 a.m. ecumenical service 
Friday in the Amphitheater.

Hord Owens said that she feels verklempt whenever 
she hears Philippians 1:1-11. These verses say that our 
confidence must always be in God who begins good work 
in us. This text was the scripture for her first and last 
sermon as pastor of First Christian Church of Downers 
Grove, Illinois. 

Hord Owens contrasted Paul’s angry letter to the 
Galatians with the love he expressed for the church in 
Philippi, saying:

“It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, 
since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains 
or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share 
in God’s grace with me.” (Philippians 1:7).

“Chautauqua,” Hord Owens said, “I will hold you in my 
heart.” 

Just as Paul wanted to encourage the church at Philip-
pi that he loved so much, Hord Owens elaborated her 
desire to encourage Chautauqua. Chautauqua has been 
a magnet for intellectual curiosity, a harbor for the soul 
and an incubator for the arts. Chautauqua exhibits great 
love for humanity. These are all characteristics of the 
Beloved Community.

Hord Owens cited her tweet quoting Matthew Des-
mond’s 10:45 a.m. Tuesday lecture in the Amphitheater:

“We can end poverty; we have enough to do it. We just 
need the moral clarity to do it.” 

Paul told the Philippians that he wanted them to grow in 
love and righteousness. Hord Owens translated Paul’s mes-
sage for today and told the congregation that she wanted 
them to be the change they want to see in the world. 

“It is not enough to feel good here,” she said. “Go 
home and engage the issues on the ground with deep 
moral clarity from God and the followership of Jesus.”

It is amazing, Hord Owens said, to consider that all 
things are possible with God. She spoke of a preacher 
friend who says that anything you can do by yourself, 
without God, isn’t big enough. 

Hord Owens described terrible crimes, aggressions 
and assaults, from watching the murder of George Floyd, 
to speaking with child — no older than fifth or sixth 
grade — who was recently called the “N” word, and the 
epidemic of gun violence in the country. She encour-
aged the congregation to hear Jillian Hanesworth, poet 
laureate of Buffalo, lecture on “We Are in a State of 
Emergency” in the Hall of Philosophy — that program, 
and all remaining Friday programming, was canceled 
after morning lecturers Salman Rushdie and Henry Re-
ese were attacked on the Amp stage shortly after Hord 
Owens gave her sermon.  

“I want a Church that loves so courageously that it de-
mands that the killing of Black and Brown bodies stop,” 
Hord Owens said. “I want a Church that will remove 
officials who do not understand that mandate.” 

Hord Owens described the job of the Church as always 
making room for new people at the table. 

“Our job is not to decide who will come, but to make 
sure that there is room. I want a Church that loves so 
generously that it demands decent health care, safe 
housing, living wages and quality education not based on 
zip code,” she said. 

Hord Owens said the Church should dismantle sys-
tems that marginalize and oppress.” 

“I want a Church that loves so generously that it will not 
be satisfied until justice rolls down like water,” she said.

Hord Owens said that she never wants to hear offers 
of thoughts and prayers. Prayers mean nothing unless 
we pray with our feet. She said she wants a Church that 
demands an alternative future with moral clarity, gener-
osity, curiosity and righteous anger. 

“Like Jesus,” she said, “I believe in flipping tables. The 
work of justice is evangelism.” 

When people see love in action, they can know that 
the abundant love of God exists. Hord Owens described 
meeting a man Thursday who told her, “You have con-
victed and evicted me.” He said that he had just sold a 
house and recognized that the money doesn’t belong to 
him, that he could give it to his children, but he had de-
cided to use the money so others can have enough.

“I want this Church because I love Jesus so much,” she said.
Hord Owens said there is nothing more to be said. All 

we need to do is to follow Jesus. 

The Rev. Paul Womack, pastor of Hurlbut Memorial 
Community United Methodist Church, served as liturgist. 
Nicholas Stigall and Barbara Hois played a duet for organ 
and flute, “Fantasy on Slane,” by Libby Larsen. Deborah 
First, Quaker and year-round Chautauqua resident, read 
the Scripture. The anthem, sung by the Chautauqua Mo-
tet, was “Build Thee More Stately Mansions,” by Gordon 
Young. Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jar-
ed Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, played Charles-Marie 
Widor’s Toccata from Symphony No. 5 as the postlude. 
Support for this week’s service is provided by the Geral-
dine M. and Frank E. McElree, Jr. Chaplaincy Fund and 
the Robert D. Campbell Memorial Chaplaincy. Mary Lee 
Talbot will return as the morning worship columnist in 
the coming days. 
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY WELLING HALL

Hord Owens urges Church to act with moral clarity, flip tables

Our job is not to decide who will come, but to make 
sure that there is room. I want a Church that loves so 
generously that it demands decent health care, safe 
housing, living wages and quality education not based 
on zip code.”

—THE REV. TERESA “TERRI” HORD OWENS

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens, general minister and president 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States 
and Canada, preaches last Sunday in the Amphitheater.
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Dine with us today!
Breakfast Buffet 
7–10 a.m. daily

Lunch Buffet 
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. daily

Dinner Buffet or Prix Fixe Menu 
4–9 p.m. Monday–Saturday

5–9 p.m. Sunday

Sunday Brunch 
10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Reservations encouraged. Please call 716.357.5005.

HEIRLOOM.CHQ.ORG

Lobby Lounge 
Noon–Midnight daily

(Food service until 10 p.m.)

Baptist House
The Rev. Ramonia Lee leads 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday ser-
vice at Baptist House, 35 
Clark. Her message, “Faith 
Matters,” is based on He-
brew 11:29-12:2. Lee is the 
minister of Congregation-
al Life at The Inter-Faith 
Chapel, an ecumenical 
congregation in the Leisure 
World community in Silver 
Spring, Maryland.
 
Blessing and Healing 
Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 to 
10:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Randell Chapel of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ Head-
quarters located on Odland 
Plaza. All are welcome.

 
Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Weekend Masses are at 5 
p.m. Saturday and at 12:15 
p.m. Sunday in the Hall 
of Philosophy. Daily Mass 
is celebrated at 8:45 a.m. 
weekdays in the Episco-
pal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. The Rev. Paul 
Milanowski, retired priest 
from the Diocese of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and the 
Rev. James Daprile, retired 
pastor from the Diocese 
of Youngstown, Ohio, are 
the priests in residence 
this week. The Rev. Piotr 
Zaczynski is spiritual ad-
viser of the Chautauqua 
Catholic Community and 
pastor of Sacred Heart Par-
ish of Lakewood, New York. 
Deacon Ron Dains and his 
wife Sylvia of Bradenton, 
Florida, are hosts of Cath-
olic House on the corner 
of Palestine and the Clark 
Brick Walk.
 
Chabad Jewish House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin, 
leads the Shabbat ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. Saturday 
at Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House, 23 Vincent. The To-
rah reading is Vaetchanan 
(Deuteronomy 3:23). A Kid-
dush, sponsored by Millie 
and Martin Shapiro follows 
at 12:15 p.m. at the ZCJH. 
Shabbat ends at 9:07 p.m.

Esther Vilenkin pres-
ents “Journey into the Zo-
diac” from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 
Monday in ZCJH and via 
Zoom. Explore astrology 
according to Judaism. Ex-
amine the unique energies, 
challenges and opportuni-
ties each month offers as 
we study the impact of the 
zodiac, historical events, 
tribal connections, sea-
sons and senses affecting 
our daily experience. Find 
out how Judaism influences 
each month.

To log into classes via 
Zoom, visit www.cocweb.org.

All Chautauquans are 
welcome at our services. No 
membership, background 
or affiliation required.

To order Kosher food 
for purchase, visit www.
cocweb.org.

 
Chautauqua Dialogues
Chautauqua Dialogues 
provides an opportunity 
for Chautauquans to have 
meaningful engagement 

and conversation within 
the context of the Chau-
tauqua weekly theme in an 
informal and small group 
setting led by a trained fa-
cilitator. Fourteen sessions 
will be offered every week 
this season hosted by de-
nominational houses, the 
African American Heritage 
House, Hurlbut Church and 
the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club. The schedule will ap-
pear in the Daily Wednes-
day through Saturday. 
Chautauqua Dialogues is 
led by Roger Doebke and 
Lynn Stahl.

 
Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace Through  
Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 to 9 
a.m. weekdays around the 
Peace Pole in the Hall of 
Missions Grove. The all-
faith prayer is led by a dif-
ferent denomination each 
week, and prayer handouts 
are distributed daily. All are 
welcome.
 
Christian Science House
“Soul” is this week’s les-
son at the 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day service in the Christian 
Science House.

The Reading Room is 
open 24/7 to everyone 
for reflection and prayer. 
Starting Monday, the Bi-
ble lesson, “Mind,” may be 
read alongside current and 
archived copies of Chris-
tian Science periodicals, 
including The Christian 
Science Monitor, and other 
church-based resources on 
the computer.

 
Disciples of Christ
The Rev. Joan Bell-Haynes, 
Disciples clergy and exec-
utive regional minister of 
the Central Rocky Moun-
tain Region of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Denver, presides 
over the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Communion Service at the 
Disciples of Christ Head-
quarters House, 32 Clark 
at Janes. The Communion 
meditation, “Living Epis-
tles — Living Love Letters,” 
is based on I Corinthians 13. 
Bell-Haynes explores how 
although the Apostle Paul’s 
letters are filled with many 
dos and don’ts, the intent 
of his ministry is one of be-
coming a living love letter 
of Christ. All are invited to 
Christ’s table to share in 
the sacred feast as we en-
counter the Spirit of the 
Living Christ together and 
share in this grace-filled 
and welcoming community 
of faith.
 
Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
The Rev. William Roberts, 
priest-in-charge of St. 
Mark’s Anglican Church 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Canada, presides over ser-
vices of Holy Communion 
at 7:45 and 9 a.m. Sunday 
in the Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. Roberts gradu-
ated from Trent University, 
Episcopal Divinity School 
and University of Colorado, 
Denver. 

The chapel, located at 
the corner of Clark and 
Park, is handicap-accessi-
ble via an elevator on the 
Park side and is open all day 
for meditation and prayer. 
Anyone wishing to visit Jar-
ed Jacobsen’s final resting 
place in the columbarium 
is welcome to stop by the 
chapel during the day.

Holy Eucharist is cele-
brated at 7:45 a.m. week-
days in the chapel.

 
Everett Jewish Life  
Center in Chautauqua
The screening of “Syn-
drome K” continues this 
season’s Jewish Film Se-
ries at 3:30 p.m. Sunday 
in the Everett Jewish Life 
Center in Chautauqua. 
This true story is about 
Roman Catholic doctors 
who saved healthy Jews in 
a Vatican-affiliated hospi-
tal by convincing the Nazis 
that the Jews were infect-
ed with a highly deadly and 
contagious disease. The 
movie is played in Italian 
with English subtitles.
 
Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting 
nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

 
Hebrew Congregation
Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein of 
Congregation Shir Shalom 
in Buffalo, New York, and 
Rabbi Cantor Penny My-
ers of Buffalo lead a Sab-
bath Morning Music Wor-
ship Service from 9:45 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday in the 
Hurlbut Church sanctuary. 
Joshua Stafford, director 
of sacred music, is the or-
ganist. A quartet from the 
Motet Choir provides cho-
ral music. Afterward, a Kid-
dush lunch is served.

The Hebrew Congrega-
tion’s Shirley Lazarus Sun-
day Speakers Series is unfor-
tunately canceled this week.

 
Hurlbut Memorial  
Community Church
A service of meditation, 
Scripture, prayer, songs 
and Communion is held 
from 8:30 to 9:15 a.m. Sun-
day at Hurlbut Church.
 
Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry 
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone’s invited. The 
church serves lunch from 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days and dinner from 5 to 
7 p.m. Thursdays at Hurlbut 
Church. All proceeds ben-
efit the mission and minis-
tries of the Hurlbut Church. 
Meals are eat-in or takeout.

 

International Order of 
the King’s Daughters  
and Sons 
The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and medita-
tion from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
daily. Please stop in and 
sign the register.
 
Labyrinth
The Labyrinth is open 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends. 
It is located next to Turner 
Community Center. It is ac-
cessible through the Turn-
er building or through the 
Turner parking lot, if arriv-
ing via Route 394. Bus and 
tram services are available 
to Turner. Remember your 
gate pass.

 
Lutheran House
The Rev. Robert W. Stro-
bel, retired pastor of First 
Lutheran in Pittsburgh, 
presides over a service of 
Holy Communion at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday at the Luther-
an House. Communion is 
served in individual sealed 
cups. The Lutheran House 
is located on the Clark 
Brick Walk at the corner of 
Peck and Clark.
 
Mystic Heart  
Interspiritual Meditation
Larry Terkel leads the Jew-
ish discipline of Kabbalah 
meditation from 7:45 to 8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the Pres-
byterian House sanctuary.

Subagh Singh Khalsa 
leads an “Introduction to 
Meditation” from 4:45 to 
5:30 p.m. Monday in the 
Hurlbut sanctuary.

 
Presbyterian House
The Rev. Ben Fitzger-
ald-Fye, pastor of the Scip-
ioville Presbyterian Church 
in Scipio Center, New York, 
and stated clerk for the 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syra-
cuse, presides over the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday service at the 
Presbyterian House Chapel. 
Fitzgerald-Fye has degrees 
from Seton Hill Universi-
ty and the University of 
Dubuque Theological Sem-
inary. He is a member of 
Conversi, a Lay Cistercian 
organization, and studies 
monastic spirituality and 
the significance of Mary to 
the Protestant faith.

Presbyterian House in-
vites all Chautauquans for 
coffee on the porch be-
tween the weekday morn-
ing worship and the 10:45 
a.m. lecture. Coffee, tea, 
hot chocolate and lem-
onade are available. The 
house porch overlooking 
the Amphitheater provides 
a good place to find old 
friends and make new ones.

 

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)
The Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) meets for 
worship at 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day at the Quaker House, 
28 Ames.

 
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of  
Chautauqua 
Rev. Rebecca Bryan of the 
First Religious Society 
Newburyport, Massachu-
setts, presides over the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday service in 
the Hall of Philosophy. Af-
ter a 25-year career in the 
field of fundraising and or-
ganizational development, 
Bryan enrolled and gradu-
ated from Andover Newton 
Theological School.

Kay Barlow is the music 
director. Mustafa Albalkhi 
provides music on the oud, a 
string instrument central to 
Arab music. An audio record-
ing is available on uufchq.org. 
Bryan hosts a talkback ses-
sion at 9:15 a.m. Monday at 
the UU House, 6 Bliss.

The UU Fellowship of 
Chautauqua is launching the 
Humanism Initiative led by 
John Hooper. He is teaching 
an introductory class on hu-
manism at the UU Denom-
inational House from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. every Monday. To 
register, email johnbhoop-
er@comcast.net and indi-
cate your preferred week.

 
United Church of Christ 
Choir rehearsal, open to 
everyone, begins at 8:30 
a.m. Sunday in the Randell 
Chapel, United Church of 
Christ Headquarters.

The Rev. Candi Ashen-
den, senior pastor at Athol 
Congregational Church, 
and the Rev. Cindy LaJoy, 
facilitator of digital and vir-
tual ministry at Athol, UCC, 
lead worship at 9 a.m. Sun-
day in Randell Chapel at the 
UCC Society Headquarters. 
The sermon, “Called to be 
Courageous” is based on 
Deuteronomy 31:6. Their di-
alogue sermon will demon-
strate the power of voice 
and story in perceiving and 
responding to God’s call 
in each of our lives. Ruth 
Becker provides music. Vac-
cinations are required.

Taizé & Tea is at 7 

p.m. Monday in the Ran-
dell Chapel of the UCC 
Headquarters. This quiet, 
prayerful and brief Taizé 
worship of song and can-
dle is followed by a time of 
tea and conversation. If you 
have not attended, join us. 
If you have, you are wel-
come back. Vaccinations 
are required. 

 
United Methodist 
Our chaplain of the week, 
the Rev. Rebekah “Beckie” 
Sweet, a United Methodist 
Elder serving as senior pas-
tor of the St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church in Itha-
ca, New York, presides 
over the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service in the Methodist 
House chapel. Her sermon 
is “What Kind of Love Is 
This?” She has been serving 
under episcopal appoint-
ment since 1982, pastor-
ing churches in New York, 
Pennsylvania and Califor-
nia. She earned degrees 
from Lycoming College and 
Drew Theological School. 

Contact the United 
Methodist House hostess 
on Monday, if you would 
like to order a delivered 
lunch for Tuesday’s Pas-
tor’s Chat on the Porch. 

 
Unity of Chautauqua
The Rev. Kurt Condra is se-
nior minister at Unity on 
the North Shore in Evan-
ston, Illinois, and leads the 
9:30 a.m. Sunday service 
in the Hall of Missions. His 
message, “Courage to Be” 
is based on John F. Kenne-
dy’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Profiles in Courage. He 
explores how committing 
ourselves to upholding the 
values we admire most, al-
lows the Spirit to move in 
ways that ensure our life’s 
deepest purpose is fulfilled. 
Condra is a certified facili-
tator for The AntiRacism 
Institute and on the board 
of Evanston Pride, which 
organizes and supports the 
local LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty to amplify its voice and 
educate others.

Unity holds a daily word 
meditation from 8 to 8:30 
a.m. weekdays in the Hall 
of Missions.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

On Instagram: @chqdailyOn Twitter: @chqdaily
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KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Courage means different 
things to different people, 
and can be shown in a variety 
of ways. With a focus specif-
ically on heroines of faith, 
Chautauquans can expect 
a tribute to great women 
of the last 150 years for this 
week’s Sacred Song Service.

The service, themed “He-
roes of the Faith,” will be at 
8 p.m. Sunday in the Amphi-

theater. Josh Stafford, di-
rector of sacred music and 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist, pulled from con-
versations he had with peo-
ple asking what names spark 
“hero of the faith” to them.

“I’m going back and think-
ing about these various peo-
ple, who are sort of modern 
saints, important people in 
the faith over the last 150 
years, and trying to narrow 
it down to a handful of peo-

ple,” Stafford said. “This is 
the kind of service you could 
easily fill with three hours 
worth of content.”

One of the texts he is us-
ing is “I Sing a Song of the 
Saints of God,” by Lesbia 
Scott, which praises the 
saints who came before, 
and those who people meet 
in everyday life.

Other hymns included are 
“For all the Faithful Women,” 
a Finnish folk melody, and 

John Wyeth’s “My Soul Gives 
Glory to My God.”

When looking for texts, 
hymns and anthems for 
Sacred Song, Stafford is 
usually in the office by 7:30 
a.m. and begins his day 
with printing copies of mu-
sic. Then comes an 8:15 a.m. 
morning rehearsal with the 
Motet Choir, followed by 
the 9:15 a.m. morning wor-
ship service, and then back 
to the office. The rest of his 

day is usually filled with re-
hearsals or meetings to pre-
pare for upcoming services 
and programs.

“My goal is always around 
2 p.m. to take an hour and 
walk the dog and just get out 
of the office or away from 
planning and all the work,” 
Stafford said. “My typical day 
is sort of 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.”

As the season begins to 
close, Stafford is reflect-
ing on the summer so far 
and thinking ahead to what 
next year will look like.

“I’m feeling really good 
about the work that the 
choirs have done this year, 
and really happy with the 
work Nicholas (Stigall) has 
done as our first organ 
scholar,” Stafford said.

He’s now asking himself, 
“What’s next? What chang-
es do we need to make? 
What’s working and what’s 
not working?”

“(We’re) starting to build 
the Motet Choir for next 
season, so we’ve been au-
ditioning people … and now 
start to sit down and ac-
tually lay out who’s here,” 

Stafford said. “(We’re) look-
ing forward to welcom-
ing Bishop Eugene Sutton 
as our new senior pastor 
(in September), and excit-
ed to see what that means 
for worship and music at 
Chautauqua.”

Sacred Song Service to highlight courageous women of faith

I’m going back and 
thinking about these 
various people, who are 
sort of modern saints, 
important people in 
the faith over the last 
150 years, and trying 
to narrow it down to a 
handful of people. This is 
the kind of service you 
could easily fill with three 
hours worth of content.”

—JOSH STAFFORD
Director of Sacred Music, 

Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At left, Chautauquans inscribe the names of loved ones in the Books of Memory during the Sacred Song Service last Sunday in the Amphitheater, themed “Home: A Service of Remembrance.” At right, Josh 
Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, directs the Chautauqua Choir during last week’s Sacred Song. 



KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Balancing on a beam, a pair 
of hands were steady and 
ready for the next move. 
These hands would go on to 
rhythmically press down on 
keys, feet pushing down on 
pedals. Slow, precise move-
ments can make for a pleth-
ora of opportunities in both 
athletics and music. 

Nicholas Stigall has 
gained experience with the 
latter this summer, as he 
joined Chautauqua Institu-
tion for the 2022 season as 
its first organ scholar un-
der the mentorship of Josh 
Stafford, director of sacred 
music and Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist. A 
Knoxville, Tennessee, na-
tive, he made the switch 
from competitive gymnas-
tics to playing the organ at 
15 years old.

Stigall’s family had a 
trampoline in their back-
yard and, when he was out 
doing flips one day, his 
neighbor told him to check 
out the local gym. He took 
some classes and started 
competitive gymnastics. 

“While I don’t consider 
myself competitive any-
more, I think a lot of the work 
and drive that I developed as 
a gymnast has carried into 
my music, and it’s helped me 
to pretty quickly develop my 
skills,” Stigall said. 

He’s a rising senior study-
ing organ performance at 
Indiana University, and 
studied under Edie Johnson, 
an organist and professor at 
the University of Tennessee, 
while in Knoxville. Stigall 
said she was very influential 
in getting him to where he 
is today.

“I remember during our 
lessons feeling so encour-
aged and so empowered by 
her teaching,” Stigall said. 
“A large part of my work 
with her involved mental 
practice and meditation. … 
It was just such a powerful 
realm that I had never ex-
perienced before, and I was 
able to carry some of that 
mindfulness into other ar-
eas of my life.”

Ask any Chautauquan, 
and they’ll often say the 
mental and spiritual influ-
ence of Chautauqua is in-
describable, but when they 
can find the words, Stigall 
has noticed they tend to 
say: “It’s heaven on Earth.” 

Stigall, who had nev-
er been to Chautauqua 
before, has encountered 
this phrase frequently this 
summer.

“There’s not a dull mo-
ment. When I first arrived, 
it was incredibly over-
whelming,” Stigall said. “I 
didn’t know what to do with 
myself; I didn’t know how to 
manage my time. I think the 
wealth of offerings that are 
here has been the most sur-
prising thing, and it wasn’t 
an expectation.”

Stafford had first 
reached out to a mutu-
al friend and classmate of 
Stigall’s who wasn’t able to 

interview for the position.
“I had a Zoom call with 

Josh and we talked about 
what the position was, what 
the requirements were and 
I expressed interest,” Sti-
gall said. 

Stafford created the 
position this year as an 
opportunity for young or-
ganists to get more oppor-
tunities and experience 
with the organ and choral 
performances. 

The main duty of the or-
gan scholar is to play all of 
the accompaniments for 
the seven choral services 
each week. Stigall also has 
Wednesday recitals on the 
Massey Memorial Organ.

“Nicholas has been so 
easy to work with,” Stafford 
said, “He’s a really quick 
learner (and) he’s a really 
kind person. … He is easily 
one of the best assistants 
I’ve ever had, and I think he 
was the perfect person for 
an inaugural organ scholar.”

With his work in the or-
gan department at Indiana 
University, Stigall hasn’t 
had much experience 
working with choirs. When 
Stafford told him about all 
of the accompaniments, he 
was terrified, but excited.

“It was a push I wanted 
to give myself to better my-
self,” Stigall said.

In their mentor-mentee 
relationship, he said that 
Stafford is lovely and is al-
ways quick to help him or an-
swer questions he may have.

“I really love the balance 
of professional and educa-
tional that I get with Josh. 
He’s a really down-to-earth 
guy,” Stigall said. “I would 
consider him a friend. I re-
ally have enjoyed working 
with him. He pushes me, 
but he’s not unreasonable.”

Stafford said he can’t say 
enough good things about 
Stigall, and was impressed 
by how well he took on the 
duties of the organ scholar.

“He’s a great musician,” 
Stafford said. “He is not only 
a quick learner of notes, but 
he also plays musically all 
the time. He’s been a really 
sensitive accompanist and 
he’s taken very quickly to 
the Massey.”

Although the organ 
scholar program is just in 
its first year, Stigall said he 
wouldn’t be surprised if the 
position becomes a presti-
gious opportunity.

“There’s really no oth-
er program that I’m aware 
of that has this caliber of 
expectation and training,” 
Stigall said. “I think the or-
gan scholar position is go-
ing to become highly covet-
ed among young organists.”

Stafford agreed and said 
organists at Chautauqua 
are held to a higher caliber, 
much like his predecessor 
Jared Jacobsen, for whom his 
endowed position is named.

“There’s really nowhere 
else in this country where 
he would be playing seven 
services a week,” Stafford 
said. “It’s amazing how well 
he has adapted to that.”

While overwhelmed at 
first, with his routine down, 
Stigall said he’s eager to 
experience more of what 
Chautauqua has to offer in 
the next few weeks.

“I definitely want to go 
to more programs,” Stigall 
said. “I really struggled with 
the first half of the season 
with balancing work. … I 
feel like I’ve certainly put 
a lot into my work, (but) I 
haven’t taken as much time 
for myself to do the things 
that I want to do.”

The Massey Memorial 
Organ is a Chautauqua sta-
ple, and being able to learn 
and play it is one of the 
highlights of Stigall’s time 
on the grounds.

“Overwhelming is the 
word that keeps coming to 
mind — an outdoor, sym-

phonic organ at that size 
— you don’t get that expe-
rience every day,” Stigall 
said. “I’ve never played an 
outdoor organ before com-
ing here, and it’s unlike any 
other organ I’ve played.”

His two favorite experi-
ences this far are playing 
“Holy, Holy, Holy,” on Sunday 
mornings and “Largo” Sun-
day nights to close the Sa-
cred Song Service, and both 
connect back to the Massey.

“The first time I got to 
play ‘Largo’ at Sacred Song 
Service (and be) part of that 
tradition — it’s been played 
every year since 1907,” Sti-
gall said. “Just knowing that I 
participated in this tradition 
of over 100 years was a really 
special moment for me.”

He said his experiences 
at Chautauqua have been 

terrifying, overwhelming, 
satisfying, surreal and ev-
erything in between, but he 
will always come back to the 
instrument that centers him.

“I knew from my very 

first organ lesson, first 
time ever touching an or-
gan, that it was something 
special to me,” Stigall said. 
“I want to keep doing that 
with my life.”
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With Stafford as guide, 
Stigall spends summer 
as 1st organ scholar

I knew from my very first organ lesson, first time ever 
touching an organ, that it was something special to 
me. I want to keep doing that with my life.”

—NICHOLAS STIGALL
Organ Scholar

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Director of Sacred Music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist Joshua Stafford observes Nicholas Stigall as he plays the Massey 
Memorial Organ during a choir rehearsal Thursday in the Amphitheater.

DYLAN TOWNSEND / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Stigall, who is a rising senior at Indiana University studying organ 
performance, is the first organ scholar of a new program conceived 
by Stafford.
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Building home through healing: Bilal fights against perpetual homesickness
ALYSSA BUMP
STAFF WRITER

While many people have 
the ability to pinpoint 
where they feel the most at 
home, Alia Bilal wanted to 
call attention to other lost 
souls who do not hold the 
same privilege. 

As the deputy executive 
director of Inner-City Mus-
lim Action Network, Bilal’s 
work focuses on build-
ing physical and spiritual 
homes for those who have 
often been displaced in one 
form or another in Ameri-
can society. 

Bilal delivered her lec-
ture, “Homesick in Wakan-
da: Living, Longing and 
Fighting” on Thursday in 
the Hall of Philosophy. Her 
lecture continued Week 
Seven’s Interfaith Lecture 
Series theme of “Home: A  
Place for Human Thriving.”

Serving IMAN for over 
13 years, Bilal and the rest 
of the organization aim to 
foster community health, 
wellness and healing. From 
starting community ini-
tiatives, to creating public 
spaces for healing through 
art, to building homes, 
IMAN works to enhance 
Muslim lives.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
came to Bilal’s hometown 
of Chicago in August 1966 
because he was protesting 
housing segregation.

“At the time, people were 
being whipped into the 
same kind of race frenzy 
that we’re seeing across the 
country today,” Bilal said. 
“And as usual, businessmen 
were capitalizing on it.” 

These businessmen would 
convince white families to 
sell their homes, enforcing 
the fear that the value of 
their home would plummet 
due to people of other eth-
nicities moving into the area. 

“Those same real es-
tate agents would divide 
the house up, turn it into 
tiny little apartments and 
sell them to the next Black 
family that came looking 
for three times the rate,” 
Bilal said. “Black families 
at the time were desperate 
to get out of the tenements 
and slums that they’ve been 
corralled into.”

Because of this double 
standard and overt racism, 
marches were held in Mar-
quette Park. Even though 
the park was set in a pre-

dominantly white communi-
ty, on Aug. 5, 1966, King and 
the Chicago Freedom Move-
ment led a group of less than 
1,000 peaceful marchers.

“They were met with 
5,000 angry men, women, 
children and grandparents, 
holding nasty signs, throw-
ing rocks, bottles and bags 
of feces,” Bilal said. “And if 
you can recall the famous 
image of Dr. King as he’s 
kneeling in the ground af-
ter just having been hit in 
the head with a brick, that 
happens right there in Mar-
quette Park in Chicago.”

Despite his injury, King 
said the march in Mar-
quette Park was worth it 
because it brought the evil 
out in the open. Decades 
later, Bilal does her work in 
the same neighborhood. 

IMAN was established 
as a nonprofit in 1997, at a 
time when the area had a 
majority Black population, 
a growing Latino popu-
lation and a sizable Arab 
community. 

The organization is 
now celebrating its 25-
year milestone of working 
to bring together diverse 
communities.

“On Aug. 5, 2016, exact-
ly 50 years after this his-
toric march, IMAN led the 
movement to erect the first 
permanent memorial to 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and the Chicago Freedom 
Movement in the state of 
Illinois,” Bilal said. “... They 
had come into Marquette 
Park to fight for housing 
rights, and so we felt it was 
only appropriate to mod-
el the memorial off of the 
theme of home.”

The memorial was made 
out of brick as a homage to 

the bungalows Chicago is 
known for, and three pillars 
made up the memorial with 
the addition of slanted roofs. 
The word “home” was carved 
into each pillar in eight dif-
ferent languages to symbol-
ize each ethnic group that 
had called the area home 
throughout history. 

IMAN’s goal is to bring 
people together in the 
community and cultivate a 
sense of home, but this was 
suddenly ripped away from 
those who needed it the 
most in March 2020. 

“Three of our young men 
were killed in the summer 
of 2020 while attempting 
to make a virtual program 
a safe haven,” Bilal said. 
“How can this be home? 
When people like those 
three guys, kids, born into 
the wrong zip code, living 
on the wrong side of town 
with the wrong skin color 
— statistically, (they) nev-
er had a fighting chance to 
begin with.”

Questioning the state 
of home in America, Bi-
lal presented more exam-
ples: Breonna Taylor, who 
was killed in the bed of her 
home, George Floyd, mur-
dered on his way back to his 
home, and the recent mass 
shooting at Tops Friendly 
Market in Buffalo. 

Speaking on her own up-
bringing and childhood, Bi-
lal said she lived in a loving 
home in a welcoming com-
munity. She attended an Is-
lamic day school from the 
age of 8 to 18. Most of her 
friends and classmates were 
the sons and daughters of 
Syrian, Palestinian, Indian 
and Pakistani immigrants. 

“I also grew up con-
stantly hearing my friends 
talk about this fantastical 
place called ‘back home.’ 
Back home was where their 
parents and grandparents 
were from,” Bilal said. “… 
It sounded like a magical 
place to me, like home.”

Despite the growing 
Arab Muslim population 
with generations-deep 
roots, they were always re-
minded that they were out-
siders that didn’t belong.

“The day after 9/11, the 
local chapter of the KKK 
came out of their cubby 
holes and marched guns 
and Confederate flags 
around our school and the 
local mosque,” Bilal said. 
“They had to close our 
school down for a week be-
cause of bomb threats, and 
we learned active shoot-
er drills a decade before 
they became all the rage in 

American schools.”
While in college, Bilal 

studied abroad in Egypt, and 
she recalled how incred-
ible it felt to live in a Mus-
lim-majority country. For 
once, Bilal did not seem to 
stick out among the crowd. 

But when her Arabic 
would get tangled in on it-
self, she would be asked the 
dreaded question: Where 
are you from?

She would tell the truth 
and say she is from Ameri-
ca, and the question would 
persist. They would ask, 
“No, but where are you re-
ally from?”

“I’ve learned that if you 
are African American, there 
is no good way to answer 
this question in many plac-
es on the planet. If I were 
white, this would not be a 
thing,” Bilal said. “... In most 
other places in the world, in 
my experience, a Black per-
son in America just doesn’t 
make sense to them.”

People would assume 
she was lying about her 
true birthplace because she 
was either ashamed or “too 
uppity.” Often, she would 
receive looks as if she had 
just told a bald-faced lie. 

In Egypt, Bilal stayed at a 
woman’s house whom she re-
ferred to as “Auntie,” who was 
well-educated and traveled 
abroad for nearly 30 years. 

“I remember very naive-
ly asking her, ‘Haven’t these 
people ever heard of the 
TransAtlantic Slave Trade?’ 
And I will never forget the 
way Auntie looked at me with 
a face that was half disbe-
lief, and half pity,” Bilal said. 
“She said, ‘No, beloved, they 
haven’t. Most of the people 
you’re interacting with are 
lucky if they’ve done a few 
years of primary school. … 
Have mercy on them.’ ”

Even in America, peo-
ple are taught that slavery 
happened, but the true 
impacts and devastation 
it has left on the African 

American population have 
been wiped away. Personal 
histories were also stolen, 
as many Black Americans 
don’t know where exactly 
their ancestors came from.

The Marvel movie “Black 
Panther” touches on these 
issues of rootlessness as 
it centers around a coun-
try called Wakanda. While 
outsiders are under the im-
pression that this country 
is poor and destitute, Bilal 
explained it is actually the 
richest and most techno-
logically advanced country 
in the world. Wakandans 
keep the country’s tri-
umphs hidden to protect 
their people.

The movie is highly re-
garded as an empowering 
portrayal of Black people 
and the richness of their 
diverse customs, and Bilal 
herself feels it represents a 
homeland that Black Ameri-
cans have always longed for.

“Despite the love that 
I have for it, there is still 
something so devastating-
ly bittersweet about that 
movie, and it haunts me to 
this day,” Bilal said. 

Black Panther is the 
hero of the movie, while 
Killmonger is his foe. Kill-
monger is a Black American 
who has been searching for 
Wakanda for his entire life.

“He’s angry that this 
rich, bountiful nation has 
the tools and the means 
for centuries to lift the op-
pression of the Black peo-
ple on this planet, but has 
chosen to keep to them-
selves out of fear of los-
ing everything,” Bilal said. 
“Killmonger is essentially 
the externalization of all 
of the anger, the rage, the 
longing, the loneliness, the 
heartbrokenness of those 
who have been ripped away 
from their homes, that 
have lived with generations 
upon generations of sys-
temic oppression, subjuga-
tion, violence and cruelty.”

The people of Wakanda 
reject Killmonger and scoff 
at the idea that a Black man 

from inner city America 
would dare to come to tell 
the people that they should 
be ashamed for hiding this 
land from their Black coun-
terparts. 

“Even as you rejoice for 
the triumph of the hero, 
you feel Killmonger’s sor-
row, this lost soul search-
ing desperately for a home 
echoing the same longing 
that … every Black Amer-
ican feels at some point,” 
Bilal said. “And you ache 
with your own loneliness 
knowing that even a place 
as beautiful as Wakanda 
could never truly be meant 
for you.”

While in reality, Bilal 
believes that most people 
who feel lost are homesick, 
as no one belongs to their 
town, state or country, but 
rather, they belong from 
the Source. 

“We are from the Source, 
and we will return to the 
Source. I don’t care what 
you call the Source — the 
One, the Creator, God, Al-
lah,” Bilal said. “But I be-
lieve that most of us believe 
that we’re going back to a 
source and that there will 
be a final home.”

Despite the trials and 
tribulations of being a hu-
man on Earth, Bilal accepts 
that it is not worth it to live 
comfortably when others 
are suffering. She believes 
the Wakanda she longs for 
is real, and she will enter its 
gates after this life due to 
the work she strives to do 
during her time on Earth.

“I can only build (my 
Wakanda) by rebuilding 
what has been broken here 
on Earth. Creating the Be-
loved Community on Earth 
is not about sitting back 
and shaking my head at the 
evening news,” Bilal said. 
“It’s about pushing myself, 
mind and body, through the 
crowd of angry people that 
are more powerful than 
me, but not more angry. It’s 
about bringing the evil out 
into the open.”

I can only build (my Wakanda) by rebuilding what has 
been broken here on Earth. Creating the Beloved 
Community on Earth is not about sitting back and 
shaking my head at the evening news. It’s about pushing 
myself, mind and body, through the crowd of angry 
people that are more powerful than me, but not more 
angry. It’s about bringing the evil out into the open.”

—ALIA BILAL
Deputy Executive Director, 

Inner-City Muslim Action Network

JOELEEN HUBBARD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Alia Bilal, deputy executive director of the Inner-City Muslim Action Network in Chicago, gives her 
lecture “Homesick in Wakanda: Living, Longing and Fighting” on Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy, 
which tied into Week Seven’s theme of “Home: A  Place for Human Thriving.”
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 DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR

Institution President Michael E. Hill, Senior Vice President and Chief Program Officer Deborah Sunya Moore, Director 
of Sacred Music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist Joshua Stafford, Vice President of Religion Melissa Spas, 
Rabbi Samuel Stahl, Shahid Aziz, and the Rev. Natalie Hanson, Chautauqua’s interim pastor, pray at the opening of a 
vigil  service Friday in the Hall of Philosophy following an attack on Salman Rushdie that morning in the Amphitheater.



John Brysacz
John Nalbert Brysacz pulled 
his final prank on Aug. 5, 
2022, departing this world 
before we had finally heard 
all of his jokes. Surrounded 
by his four surviving and lov-
ing daughters, he filled the 
halls of St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal with laughter and man-
aged to keep the hospital 
staff on their toes with his 
wit. This was evidenced just 
a few days before he passed 
when a nurse asked how he 
was doing and he replied “I’m 
great! Don’t tell anybody.” 

John came screaming 
into this world on March 
8, 1942, the fourth of what 
would eventually be five 
boys born to Harriett and 
Stanley Brysacz in Cleve-
land. Born into a world at 
war, John and his brothers 
grew up singing and debat-
ing current issues, some-
thing he continued to do 
with anyone who would lis-
ten (and sometimes even af-
ter they asked him to please 
stop) for the next 80 years. 

John met his first love, 
Patricia Carrick, as students 
at South High in Cleveland, 
where she beguiled him with 
her intellect and sonorous 
alto tones when they sang 
together in the choir. Unit-
ed by their love of learning, 
they attended Homecoming 
together in 1958. Dressed in 
a spiffy matching powder 
blue, the happy couple unit-
ed for the rest of high school 
and beyond. 

A member of the Nation-
al Honor Society, South 

High grew tired of John 
correcting the teachers — 
and most of the time be-
ing right — and asked him 
to please graduate early 
to give the long-suffering 
staff some goddamn peace 
and quiet. Graduate he did, 
and at the age of 17, with 
recommendation from the 
governor of Ohio, he head-
ed off to Annapolis, Mary-
land, to study at the Naval 
Academy. We know what 
you are thinking — yes, his 
6’4” frame did look darn 
good in those Navy whites. 
It turns out, however, that 
no one at the Naval Acade-
my can take a joke, so after 
some poor counsel from a 
chaplain, John returned to 
the loving arms of his dear 
Patricia after his first year. 

They started a family 
in Cleveland, taking their 
daughters Debbie and Gail 
on countless weekend 
camping trips and nighttime 
sledding adventures in their 
beloved city. John was active 
with local politics (big sur-
prise there), and wrangled 
his way into singing roles 
with community theaters. 

This may come as a sur-
prise, but the first time John 
bought the farm was not 
this past week, but rather 
in the 1970s, when he pur-
chased 100 acres from his 
sweet and crotchety elder 
brother Donald. Knowing 
nothing about farming, and 
not yet having access to 
Google, John followed his 
and Pat’s dream of a sim-
pler life and entered a steep 

learning curve during those 
first few years. John plant-
ed corn, chased cattle that 
somehow perpetually got 
out, and drove a tractor on 
rabbit speed with authority. 

When John married his 
second wife, Betsy, and the 
family grew to five girls, 
John split his time between 
owning a company in the 
steel business and chasing 
those freedom-loving cows 
in Medina County, Ohio. 

Ever the nerd during this 
time, he started to spend 
as many nights as he could 
with his family in Chautau-
qua. There, the gentleman 
farmer learned to drive 
a boat, carting the girls 
across the lake and onto 
the Institution grounds to 
see Ray Charles and other 
no-name acts at the Am-
phitheater. Chautauqua’s 
passion for lifelong learning 
matched that of John, who 
raised his daughters to be 
singers, artists, nurses, sci-
entists and moreover, tall-
tale-tellers. He followed 
his daughters on their ad-
ventures around the States 

and abroad for as long as he 
could, sipping wine in Paris 
with Rachel, drinking mate 
with Jacky in Bolivia, and 
being the best Big Grandpa 
in Ohio with Kate, Gail and 
Debbie. 

As the girls grew older 
and set off to pursue their 
respective passions, John 
realized he had one more 
dream of his own: to live 
aboard a sailboat. Knowing 
next to nothing about sail-
ing, he realized he could 
probably just figure it out, 
and in his 60s, he bought 
a hurricane-damaged boat 
and set out to turn it into 
a sea-worthy home. After 
many hours of work, John 
enjoyed years of adventures 
on his trusty vessel, most of 
which his daughters asked 
him to please never tell 
them about.  

After a few years on the 
high seas, John finally hung-
up his pirate’s eye patch and 
decided to return to his be-
loved Chautauqua to spend 
the rest of his golden years. 
As was his custom, he quick-
ly developed a burgeoning 
community of fellow nerds, 
putting on plays, playing 
Mexican Train at the library, 
and ruffling feathers for the 
Democratic Party. Perhaps 
his greatest pride and joy 
during his time in Chau-
tauqua was his initiation 
of an annual celebration of 
International Womens’ Day, 
conveniently falling on the 
birthday of this mountain of 
a man who had at least five 
daughters that he knew of. 
Meticulously researched, 
the production took place 
on the grounds of Chautau-
qua on March 8, with prepa-
ration for the next year’s 
event starting promptly on 
March 9. Highlighting lead-

ers from Nellie Bly to Alice 
Paul, John shared his love 
of learning, community and 
equality with his typical ir-
reverent vim and vigor at 
these events. 

John is preceded to the 
hereafter by his first love 
Patricia Carrick, his eldest 
daughter Debbie, his mother 
Harriett and father Stanley, 
as well as by his big brothers 
Donald, Richard and Gary. 
Left to carry on his rab-
ble-rousing are his daugh-
ters Gail, Kate, Rachel and 
Jacky. His grands Samantha, 
Alexi, Brent, Kayla, Claire 
and Ava will always remem-
ber him as Big Grandpa. His 
great-grandbabies bare-
ly got to meet him, but will 
certainly be reminded of his 
legacy every time someone 
tells an off-color joke. His 
surviving brothers, Pete and 
Bill, will always remember 
his great heart. 

Memorial services will 
take place in Chautauqua 
the weekend of October 
22. In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation 
to the Chaco Fund, a wom-
en’s education and empow-
erment organization start-
ed by one of his daughters 
in Bolivia (www.chacofund.
org). John’s final wish, gen-
tle reader, would be to al-
ways remember to vote.

Carol M. White
Carol M. White, 83, of May-
ville, New York, passed away 
June 9, 2022, in the LECOM 
Senior Living Center in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. She was born 
in Jamestown, New York, 
on Aug. 22, 1938, a daughter 
of the late Floyd and Lillian 
Davis Morse. 

Following graduation 
from Chautauqua Central 
School, she attended James-
town Business College. Car-
ol served as executive assis-
tant to four presidents of 
the Chautauqua Institution 
and was also the secretary 
to the Chautauqua Corpo-
ration. She participated in 
and helped organize the 
fourth Chautauqua Con-
ference on U.S.-Soviet Re-
lations in Tbilisi, Georgia, 
in the Soviet Union. She 
was on the board of direc-
tors for the Chautauqua 

Home Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Corp., as well 
as the Chautauqua Ceme-
tery Board. She belonged to 
the Rotary Club of James-
town and First Presbyterian 
Church, where she enjoyed 
singing in the choir. 

Carol was fiercely inde-
pendent and worked hard 
to create the life she loved, 
on the hill, in Mayville. She 
enjoyed playing bridge with 
her friends, gardening and 
entertaining friends and 
family. Beginning in 2004, 
she was blessed to redis-
cover love again with Jo-
seph Mitchell. Together, 
they attended formal dance 
club events with friends, 
traveled often and enjoyed 
incredible sunsets from the 
deck of Joe’s condo at Chau-
tauqua Lake Estates. In the 
fall of 2010, they began 
spending winters in Jupiter, 
Florida. Carol enjoyed vol-
unteering at the ArtCenter 
at Jupiter Lighthouse. Most 
evenings, you could find 
Carol and Joe, along with 
their friends, under the big 
tree for happy hours. 

Surviving are three chil-
dren: Charles D. White 
Jr. of Concord, Arkansas; 
Cary (Cindy) White of Rip-
ley, New York; and Cynthia 
(Thomas) Hyland of Thorn-
ton, New Hampshire. She 
is also survived by eight 
grandchildren: Jillian (Ben-
jamin) Gerring of Dewit-
tville, New York; Hannah 
White of Saratoga Springs, 
New York; Kolton (Natalie) 
Lockard of Prim, Arkan-
sas; Kolby Lockard of Prim, 
Arkansas; Ryan White of 
North East, Pennsylvania; 
Nathan (Jill) White of Ripley, 
New York; Tess (Benjamin) 
Kachik of Joliet, Montana; 
and Lillian Mason of McK-
ees Rocks, Pennsylvania; 
and 13 great-grandchildren. 
Also surviving is a sister, 
Nancy Card of Sherman, 
New York, as well as two 
nephews, Stephen (Evie) 
Card and Christopher (Judy) 
Card and their families. 
Along with her parents, she 
was preceded in death by a 
nephew, Jeffrey L. Card, and 
her beloved Joey. A Celebra-
tion of Life open house was 
held July 28 in Mayville.
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MILESTONES
IN MEMORIAM

home
Deborah 'Debbie' Rowe  |  Licensed Real Estate Associate Broker

         716.640.6507           Debbie.Rowe@ERA.com         1 Morris Ave., Chautauqua, NY         ChautauquaNYHomes.com

Welcome to Chautauqua

@ChautauquaNYHomes

IT'S GOOD TO BE

TIMESHARES
20 ELM LN.

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath
#B3 - Interval 8 - $9,000
#A3 - Interval 11 - $3,900

PENDING SALES
#C4 - Interval 1 - $12,000
#C4 - Interval 2 - $9,500
#B5 - Interval 1 - $8,500

 

To make an informed real estate decision, contact me for my custom buyer
and/or seller guide and the 2021 CHQ Market Report. I look forward to an exciting

2022 CHQ Season and hope to see you on the grounds!

4422 LAKESIDE DRIVE
BEMUS POINT

Custom-built home on 3.5
acres, landscaped for

privacy, close to Village of
Bemus. Chefs kitchen, fp,
game room, library, home

office, pool, hot tub,
greenhouse & deeded lake

access w/ dock slip.
4 BED | 5 BATH | $898,000

44 SOUTH AVENUE
CHAUTAUQUA

Single or multi-family home.
Use either way, each floor has
kitchen & bath. Rent two floors
& use the third. Convert one

kitchen to a larger bath &
laundry for easier single-family
use. 1st fl bed & bath. Great

outdoor space & parking.
5 BED | 3 BA | $574,000

00 MANOR DRIVE
CHAUTAUQUA

Build your year-round
residence or vacation home
in this scenic neighborhood
on a private road w/ peeks

of the lake. Community
tennis courts. Utilities at the
street. Deeded lake rights

w/ community dock.
$95,000

For all up-to-date
listing info, scan
using your phone

camera for a link to
my website to search

properties by zip
code or by city.

-Debbie Rowe

6617 WEBBER ROAD
MAYVILLE

Custom built home in 2013 on
82 acres, barn and detached

garage. Open LR, kitchen
and DR with timber frame

details, heated porcelain tile
floors, vaulted wood ceilings.

Horse pasture and wrap
around porch.

5 BED | 3 BATH

6862 WEBBER ROAD
SHERMAN

15 acres, house, garage,
bunk house and shed. View
with the house overlooking
the pond. Set back from the
road for privacy with woods,
trails and open areas. Needs

TLC but a really pretty
property in a great location.
2 BED | 2 BATH | $134,500

SALE PENDING

UNDER CONTRACT

34 SCOTT AVENUE
CHAUTAUQUA

Chautauqua Charm! Make this
your year round Chautauqua

get away! Large eat-in kitchen.
First floor den/ bedroom/dining
room - your choice. Two lovely
porches. Great location close

to Bestor Plaza. Partial
basement. Parking.

3 BED | 2 BA | $549,000

OPEN HOUSE 
TUE., AUG 16 | 3-4:30

OPEN HOUSE 
TUE., AUG 16 | 1-2:30

On Instagram: @chqdaily
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
CORRESPONDENCE FROM OUR READERS

DINING ON THE GROUNDS

For hours and menus, visit:

dining.chq.org
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Located at the  
Athenaeum Hotel

Located at  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

Located at the  
Pier Building

Located at the  
Chautauqua Golf Course

Located in Bestor Plaza

TO THE EDITOR:
As the volunteer co-chairs of the Chautauqua Fund, we 

would like to share some information with everyone.
We are often asked “What is the Chautauqua Fund?” 

The Chautauqua Fund serves as one of the major reve-
nue sources to the cost of “doing business” at the Insti-
tution. Through wonderful donations, the fund is able 
to defray the cost of general gate tickets. By designating 
gifts, funding can go to specific areas of operation, such 
as the symphony, Children’s School, various educational 
programs, beautification of the grounds, or many other 
needed areas. As a donor, people can give unrestricted 
dollars, which are then used in areas that aren’t as obvi-
ous. All in all, Chautauqua Institution relies on the philan-
thropic generosity of our caring Chautauquans.

One of the easiest, and probably less known ways to 
help the Chautauqua Fund is through the “Amazon Smile” 
program. By clicking on smile.Amazon.com when you place 
an order, a percentage of your purchase will go directly to 
Chautauqua Institution, at no cost to you. When you sign 
up for the smile Amazon program, please designate Chau-
tauqua Institution as your charity. It is an easy and helpful 
way to add to the success of the Chautauqua Fund.

It takes all of us working together to make sure that the 
Chautauqua that we love continues. Gate tickets do not 
cover all of the expenses, so please join us in supporting 
the Chautauqua Fund. Donations and pledges can also be 
made directly by going to giving.chq.org. We thank you in 
advance for your much-needed support.

DEBBIE AND BILL CURRIN
CO-CHAIRS, THE CHAUTAUQUA FUND

5 VINCENT

TO THE EDITOR:
In his Three Taps of the Gavel presentation, Dr. Mi-

chael Hill stated that “we need the honesty and courage 
to treat decent and honest people with whom we disagree 
— even on the most consequential questions — as part-
ners in truth-seeking and fellow citizens, not as enemies 
to be destroyed.” In his Daily column dated July 30-31, Dr. 
Hill states: “As we seek to hear disparate viewpoints each 
week, I share this as food for thought as a community that 
is designed to value all perspectives.”

The Advocates for Balance at Chautauqua (ABC) orga-
nization wish to applaud Dr. Hill for his comments, and 
we could not agree more. We are eager to hear all view-
points, not the same perspective, albeit from liberal or 
conservative leaning speakers.

Our goal is to have speakers on the main stage repre-
sent diverse viewpoints, so that we can seek to under-
stand, and not to promote divisiveness. 

We invite Dr. Hill and the administration to come and 
hear our speakers. Join us for a serious, honest and cou-
rageous discussion on how to achieve this balance of 
programming that will appeal to all Chautauquans: pro-
gramming that will promote honest debate through civil 
dialogue.

We will bring the cookies.
PAUL ANTHONY

PRESIDENT, ADVOCATES FOR BALANCE AT CHAUTAUQUA 

Advocates for Balance at Chautauqua is not affiliated 
with Chautauqua Institution

TO THE EDITOR:
The first seven weeks of this season have been filled with 

calls to action, to get involved at every level, and to vote. 
Collaborating with the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Chautauqua, the African American Heritage House, and 
the Chautauqua United Church of Christ, we have success-
fully distributed 17,000 nonpartisan postcards to fellow 
Chautauquans to write and send to voters of color in voter 
suppression states with information on where/when/what 
to bring so they can vote. This is a collaborative project of 
The Center for Common Ground and Rideshare2vote. All 
of these groups are deeply committed to the nonpartisan 
work of fighting back against voter suppression. Our aspi-
rational goal is to distribute 20,000 of these this summer to 
Chautauquans to write, and we are well on our way there! 
I am so grateful to all of those who have taken packs of 
cards, written them, purchased stamps here at our Chau-
tauqua Post Office and sent them off! If you would like to 
participate, you can pick up packs of cards at the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship table at the Community Activities 
Fair Sunday on Bestor Plaza. Thanks!

CAROL RIZZOLO
5 THOMPSON

TO THE EDITOR:
I was disappointed to see the scant coverage the Dai-

ly accorded the Monday, Aug. 1, lecture on “Drag as Per-
formance Art” and the drag show that evening. Indeed, 
the former wasn’t reported on at all, while the latter was 
consigned to a page of pictures with virtually no accom-
panying text, reducing the event to a contextless side-
show. In so doing, the paper missed an opportunity to ed-
ucate readers about drag’s history and its role in LGBTQ 
culture. Also, it’s significant, I believe, that the sell-out 
crowd at Norton Hall was younger, on the whole, than one 
finds at most Chautauqua events. To me, that’s a signal 
that occasions like the show are what the institute needs 
to revitalize itself through attracting a younger demo-
graphic. Surely the Daily is attuned to this issue. But in 
virtually ignoring these two events, the paper appears to 
be aligning itself with an outmoded view of what Chau-
tauqua is about.

LYNN CUNNINGHAM
TORONTO, ON

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be submitted electronically, 
no more than 350 words and are subject to 
editing. Letters must include the writer’s signature 
including name, address and telephone number for 
verification. The Daily does not publish anonymous 
letters. Works containing demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 

 » on the grounds

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operating condition and shall 
have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling device, and the 
proper reflectors.
2. In accordance with New York State law, bicyclists shall observe all 
traffic signs and signals, including stop signs and one-way streets. 
Additionally, the state requires a white headlight and red taillight 
when operating a bicycle from dusk to dawn.
3. Operators under 14 years of age are required by New York State 
law to wear a protective helmet. Bicycle helmets are recommended 
for all active cyclists on the grounds.
4. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths reserved 
for pedestrian use.
5. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and prudent 
and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
6. Bicyclists should always give the right of way to pedestrians.
7. Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly by 
enforcing the rules and by setting a good example. 

We strongly encourage 
riders to lock or secure their 
bicycles when not in use.

chqdaily.com

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks 
or a full season delivered 
directly to your Chautauqua 
residence. Not on the 
grounds? Call the Daily at 
716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

ANNOUNCEMENT

FOR RENTFOR RENT

FOR SALE

SERVICESSERVICES

OFFSEASONNOTICES

The Gladys R. Brasted and 
Adair Brasted Gould Me-
morial Chaplaincy provides 
funding for this week’s 
chaplain, the V. Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas.

Established in 2015 by 
Alison and Craig Marthin-
sen in memory of Alison’s 
late mother, Adair Brasted 
Gould, and grandmother, 
Gladys R. Brasted, this is a 
permanent endowment fund 
held within the Chautau-
qua Foundation to support 
a chaplaincy each summer. 
After Gladys Ronald mar-
ried Howard Brasted in 1915, 

she moved from Brooklyn, 
New York, to Hornell, New 
York, and was introduced 
to Chautauqua Institution. 
Gladys and Howard visited 
Chautauqua with their chil-
dren, Adair, Charles, Ellen 
and Howard Jr. Thus, Adair 
Brasted Gould became a 
lifelong Chautauquan until 
her death in 2011. Gladys, in 
turn, introduced her grand-
children to Chautauqua, and 
invited them to stay with 
her during the season. Both 
Gladys and Adair spent the 
entire season here for many 
years, spending time with 

family and participating in 
all that Chautauqua has to 
offer. The now six-genera-
tion family continues to en-
joy Chautauqua whenever 
they can.

Alison is a fourth-gen-
eration Chautauquan, and 
she and Craig regularly at-
tend the Sunday morning 
worship services. Alison 
enjoys attending and peri-
odically reads the Scripture 
at the 9:15 a.m. ecumenical 
worship in the Amphithe-
ater. She also sings in the 
Chautauqua Choir, is on the 
board of Friends of Smith 

Memorial Library, is a grad-
uate of the Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientific Circle, 
Guild of the Seven Seals, and 
she serves as a volunteer for 
the Chautauqua Fund. Craig 
is a member of the Chau-
tauqua Foundation Board 
of Directors, served on the 
President’s Outreach Com-
mittee and is a 2022 gradu-
ate of the CLSC. Alison and 
Craig have been coming 
to Chautauqua since 1974. 
They have been Chautauqua 
property owners since 1998 
and have three children and 
five grandchildren.

Brasted, Brasted Gould Chaplaincy underwrites Douglas

Bellowe, Fausnaugh funds provide for CTC’s ‘Virginia Woolf’

Moore Fund supports Gala

The Arnold and Jill Bellowe 
Fund for Theater and the Ag-
nes H. and Hal A. Fausnaugh 
Fund for Theater Program-
ming support the Chau-
tauqua Theater Company’s 
production of Edward Al-
bee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?, running through Aug. 

21 at Bratton Theater.
Arnie and Jill Bellowe, 

formerly from Moreland 
Hills, Ohio, and now living 
in Santa Barbara, California, 
have had their residence in 
Chautauqua Shores since 
1972. In 1998, they estab-
lished this endowment fund 

to help develop program-
ming for the Chautauqua 
Theater Company.

Arnie served on the Chau-
tauqua Institution Board of 
Trustees from 1997 to 2005. 
He was involved in the Chal-
lenge Campaign and the Re-
newal Campaign where he 
was theater team chair. Over 
the years he has taken advan-
tage of Special Studies cours-
es and continues to take 
advantage of all that Chau-
tauqua has to offer. In their 
hometown of Santa Barbara, 
Arnie continues his involve-
ment with Santa Barbara City 
College and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara as a 
student and supporter.

Jill served on the Chau-
tauqua Institution Board 
of Trustees from 2007 to 
2015 where she chaired 
the Program Policy Com-
mittee. Jill holds a master’s 
in counseling, specializ-
ing in PTSD, and taught at 
both Cuyahoga Community 
College and Santa Barbara 
City College. Jill has always 
loved the theater and was 
a founding member of the 
Friends of the Chautauqua 
Theater Company and lat-
er became president of the 
Friends from 1997 to 1999.

Chautauqua is a family 
tradition for the Bellowe 
family, as their two chil-
dren, Stacy Tager and Greg 
Bellowe, and their four 
grandchildren, are all life-
long Chautauquans.

The Agnes H. and Hal A. 
Fausnaugh Fund for The-
ater Programming was es-
tablished in the Chautauqua 
Foundation by Agnes H. and 
Hal A. Fausnaugh of Rocky 
River, Ohio. Hal was a for-
mer member of the Chau-
tauqua Institution Board of 
Trustees and the Chautau-
qua Foundation board.

The Fausnaughs always 
loved the theater. Their first 
date in 1947 was to see Tallu-
lah Bankhead in Private Lives. 
To honor the Fausnaughs’ 
50th wedding anniversa-
ry, members of the Friends 
of the Chautauqua Theater 
donated and presented this 
fund to which Aggie and Hal 
added. Aggie and Hal helped 
start the Friends, and served 
respectively as the first sec-
retary and treasurer.

In addition to their active 
interest in Chautauqua, they 
were longtime season tick-
et holders for the Cleveland 
Play House and the Great 
Lakes Theater Festival.

On Bestor Plaza

C H A U T A U Q U A  I N S T I T U T I O N

chautauquabookstore.com 716.357.2151

CHQ Pop Socket
Available Now
$13.95

Alongside our books,  
we also carry a  
wide selection of CHQ-
themed clothing and 
souvenirs. There are 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, 
stationery, umbrellas, 
magnets, stickers, etc. 

Open daily, 8 a.m.–8 p.m. during the season;  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. the rest of the year.

C H AU TAU QUA 
B O O K S T O R E

The Moore Fund for Dance 
provides funding for the 
Chautauqua School of 
Dance: Student Gala II at 

2:30 p.m. Sunday in the Am-
phitheater. This fund was 
created by Thomas Moore 
and Avril Moore.

Chautauqua Foundation Meeting 
Set For August 20, 2022

The annual membership meeting of the Chautauqua Foundation, 
Inc. will be held at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022, in the Hall of 
Christ, for the purpose of transacting such business as may properly 
come before the meeting.  Directors and Staff of the Foundation will 
present a review of the Foundation’s activities during the past year.  A 
full report on the investment performance of the endowment portfolio 
will be delivered by Hirtle Callaghan & Co., LLC, who serves as the 
Foundation’s outsourced chief investment officer.  This meeting is 
open to the public and no advance RSVP is required.  

 Additionally, there will be a view-only opportunity available through 
a live Zoom webinar. Anyone may register by visiting foundation.
chq.org and selecting “membership.” If you have questions, please 
contact foundation@chq.org or 716-357-6220. 

PLUMBUSH BARN SALE August 
12 and 13, 9-5. Bikes, beds, 
antiques, housewares, books, 
holiday items, quality adult and 
children clothes, toys, strollers, 
pack n play and much more! 4541 
Chau tauqua-S tedman Rd , 
Mayville, NY 14757

Magnum navigator X E-bike for 
sale (716)386-4200

CHQ Black Car service 813-992-
4804 for local and airport service. 
Weekday (around town) 2.5 
hours $100

Memoir Writing Consultant. 20 
years writing/publishing memoirs. 
Marjory Lyons PhD. 954-249-
1333. 754-246-1080. Located 
near library.

3 in 1 baby playpen bassinet- + 
bedside sleeper. Grey - Koola 
Baby CKooler things. $100.00 
each 340- Easy folding portable 
used - 1 week crib 215.416.4638

Planning a visit to CHQ this Fall/
Winter/Spring for a wedding, fall 
colors, skiing, holidays? Consider 
the Piper Cottage at 19 Whittier. 
South end cottage with covered 
front porch, rear deck, private 
yard, 5 bedrooms and two full 
baths. //reservations.chq.org/
rentals/piper-cottage
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WWW.CHQREALTOR.COM
BEFORE

AFTER

RUTH NELSON
Associate RE Broker
(716) 708-9980 1 Morris Ave. CHQ, NY

"Your CHQ staging, listing & marketing expert!"

@chqrealestate @chqrealtor@chqrealtor
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P R O G R A M

Chautauqua 
Women's 
Club EST. 1889 

Chautauqua Women's Club, Inc. 
Notice of Annual Membership Meeting 

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Chautauqua Women's Club, Inc. will take 
place on Monday, August 15th, 2022, at 9:00am at the Chautauqua Women's Club 
(CWC), 30 S. Lake Drive, Chautauqua, NY 14722. 
The agenda of this meeting will be: 

I. Receipt of the Officers' Reports
IL Election of the Board Directors

Any member in good standing unable to participate in the meeting may complete 
the attached proxy and return to Kelly Boyce Himebaugh, President, at 
president@chautauquawomensclub.org or Tracy Edwards, Secretary, at 
office@chautauquawomensclub.org or the CWC House. The 2022-2023 slate is 
available to view at www.chautauquawomensclub.org

Proxy 
I, ___________________, a member of 
the Chautauqua Women's Club, Inc. for the year 2022 do hereby appoint Kelly 
Boyce Himebaugh, President, or Tracy Edwards, Secretary, to cast my vote at 
the CWC Annual Membership Meeting on Monday, August 15th, 2022, at 
9:00am at the Chautauqua Women's Club (CWC), 30 S. Lake Drive, 
Chautauqua, NY 14722. The purpose of the meeting shall be to elect new 
members to the Board of Directors and to transact all such business as may 
lawfully come before the meeting. I hereby waive all notice requirements of the 
meetings and adjournment thereof. 

Signature Date 

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 13

Su
SUNDAY

AUGUST 14

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan (Silent Meditation/
Centering Prayer). Hall of Philosophy

9:00 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association (CPOA) Annual 
Business Meeting. Hall of 
Philosophy

9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush to follow at 12:15 
p.m. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

9:45 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Music Service. Rabbi Alex 
Lazarus-Klein; Rabbi Cantor 
Penny Myers; Josh Stafford, 
director of sacred music and Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist; 
Motet Choir. Kiddush lunch to 
follow. Hurlbut Sanctuary

10:00 Chautauqua Corporation 
Annual Meeting and Institution 
Leadership Open Forum. Hall of 
Philosophy

11:00  (11–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance Festival. (Programmed 

by the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler Kellogg 
Art Center

2:00 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Won’t Lose This 
Dream: How an Upstart Urban 
University Rewrote the Rules of a 
Broken System.” Mark Becker, 
president emeritus, Georgia State 
University. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion.) Focus 
on the preceding Contemporary 
Issues Forum. Chautauqua Women’s 
Club at Hall of Missions

4:00 Chamber Music. Resident Artist 
Series. “La Bonne Chanson.” Kelly 
Guerra, mezzo-soprano, with CSO 
Fellows and Jinhee Park, Piano. 
Masks required. Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:30 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Everything Everywhere All At Once.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

7:00 Dance Preview. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Dance Circle.) Smith 
Wilkes Hall

8:15 THE WASHINGTON BALLET WITH 
THE CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. The Washington 
Ballet. Julie Kent, artistic director, 

The Washington Ballet Rossen 
Milanov, conductor. Michael 
Chertock, piano. Amphitheater

• “Apollo”

• “Swan Lake Pas de deux”

• “Allegro Brillante”

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

9:30 Services in Denominational 
Houses

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service.  
The Rev. Rebecca Bryan. Hall of 
Philosophy

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

10:15 Sunday School. Ages 3–11. 
Children’s School

10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. The V. Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas, dean, Episcopal Divinity 
School, Union Theological Seminary. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00  (11–5:30) Fine Crafts Show at 
Chautauqua. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

11:30 Chicken BBQ. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Fire 
Department.) Chautauqua Fire 
Hall

12:00 Play CHQ. Jumbo Games. Bestor 
Plaza

12:00 (12–2) Community Activity Fair 
& Meet and Greet. Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–4) CWC Artists at the 
Market. Farmers Market

12:00 Poems on the Porch. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Literary Arts.) Hultquist Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:00 CLSC Young Readers. The 

Beatryce Prophecy, by Kate 
DiCamillo. Hultquist Center Porch

1:00 Open Play and Tours. Children’s 
School

1:00 Boys’ and Girls’ Club Location 
Tour. Beeson Youth Center

1:00 Group One Location Tour. 
Sheldon Hall of Education Ground 
Floor Classrooms

1:00 Porch Chat. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.)
Athenaeum Hotel Porch

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 Bass Studio Recital. (School of 
Music.) Donations accepted. Masks 
required. Fletcher Music Hall

2:15 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

2:30 DANCE. School of Dance: 
Student Gala II. Sasha Janes, 
interim director. Amphitheater

2:30 Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center Writing Contest Reading 
and Ceremony. Hall of Philosophy

3:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30 LITERARY ARTS. Writers’ Center 
Reading. John Repp, poetry. Rion 

Amilcar Scott, prose. Hall of 
Philosophy 

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Syndrome K.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

4:00 (4–5) New Visitor Information 
Session. Hultquist Center

4:00 Winds/Brass/Percussion/
Harp Recital. (School of Music.) 
Donations accepted. Masks 
required. Fletcher Music Hall

5:00 Chautauqua Visual Arts Lecture 
Series. James Hunter, award-
winning design director, Wiseman 
Group. Hall of Christ

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
the Friends of the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Visit chq.org/fcwc 
for more information. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Prose Room

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 LGBTQ and Friends Meet and 
Greet. Athenaeum Hotel porch

7:00 Palestine Park Tour.  
“A Journey Through the Holy Land in 
the Times of Jesus.” Palestine Park

7:00 Hebrew Congregation Shirley 
Lazarus Sunday Speaker Series.  
“The Supreme Court, Profiles in 
Courage: Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Louis Brandeis.” Sheldon 
Seligsohn, Philadelphia attorney, 
lifelong student of Supreme Court 
affairs. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:30 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. “Heroes 
of the Faith.” Amphitheater

8:00 CHQ Vespers. CHQ Assembly

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Everything Everywhere All At 
Once.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

Editors’ note: As much of the weekend’s programming is cancelled 
or tentative, please check chq.org for updates on program.

 » on the grounds

BIKE SAFETY TIPS

Bike repairs and rentals are available by contacting 
Chautauqua Bike Rent, 716-357-9032. Patrons may wish to 
register their bikes with the Chautauqua Police Department 
during their visit, 716-357-6225. Bike Rent and the Police 
Department are both located on Massey Ave., just south of 
the Main Gate.

Follow the 
2022 Daily 
staff as we 
document 
our season on Instagram:
@chqdaily

THE CHQ DAILY



8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. 
“Heroes of the Faith.” 
Amphitheater

8:00 CHQ Vespers. CHQ Assembly

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Everything Everywhere All At 
Once.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

D I R E C T O R Y
Accommodations 357-6231

Administration Offices 357-6200

Amphitheater Gazebo 357-6308

Athenaeum Hotel 357-4444

Bank 357-6224

Boat Rental 357-6281

Bookstore 357-2151

Boys’ and Girls’ Club 357-6295

Chautauqua County 357-4569 

Visitors Bureau  

Children’s School 357-6278

CLSC Octagon 357-6293

Cinema  357-2352

Community Services 357-6245

Fitness Center 357-6430

FIRE DEPARTMENT 911

Foundation Office 357-6220

Golf Club 357-6211

Accessibility Services 357-6263 

Information 357-6263

Literary Arts Center 357-6481

Lost and Found 357-6314

Main Gate  357-6263 

Welcome Center 

Medical Services 357-3209

Mobility Rentals 357-6263

POLICE DEPARTMENT 357-6225 

After 5 p.m. 357-6279

Post Office 357-3275

Performing and 357-6217

 Visual Arts

Recreation 357-6430

Religion Department 357-6274

Sailing 357-6392

Special Studies Office 357-6348

 in Hultquist Center

Sports Club 357-6281

The Chautauquan Daily 357-6205

Ticket Office  357-6250

 (Ticket window, Will Call)

Visitors Center 357-6490

Transportation 357-6245

Youth Services 357-6489

Digital Programs
Chautauqua has made a 
shift away from printed 
performance programs 
in some venues both as a 
response to previous public 
health protocols and as part 
of our commitment to the 
environment. Instead, we’re 
offering a user-friendly 
online solution.

When a performance offers 
a program, you can access 
the digital program for any 
performance on any internet-
connected mobile device by 
scanning the QR code below 
with the device’s camera 
app or by visiting programs.
chq.org.

Program schedules may change after printing. For the most current schedule of events throughout this week, refer to the back page of The Chautauquan Daily or visit chq.org/events 

W E E K  E I G H T  2 0 2 2
10:45 a.m. Chautauqua Lecture Theme & 2 p.m. Interfaith Lecture Theme | New Profiles in Courage
This program calendar is up-to-date as of press time on Friday, Aug. 12. Updates will be reflected in the Daily on respective programming days.
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chq.org  |  tickets.chq.org

Su
SUNDAY

AUGUST 14

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

8:45 United Church of Christ 
Worship Service. UCC Randell 
Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

9:30 Services in Denominational 
Houses

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service.  
The Rev. Rebecca Bryan. Hall of 
Philosophy

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 13

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan (Silent Meditation/
Centering Prayer). Hall of Philosophy

9:00 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association (CPOA) Annual 
Business Meeting. Hall of 
Philosophy

9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Kiddush to follow at 12:15 
p.m. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

9:45 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Music Service. Rabbi Alex 
Lazarus-Klein; Rabbi Cantor 
Penny Myers; Josh Stafford, 
director of sacred music and Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist; 
Motet Choir. Kiddush lunch to 
follow. Hurlbut Sanctuary

10:00 Chautauqua Corporation 
Annual Meeting and Institution 
Leadership Open Forum. Hall of 
Philosophy

11:00  (11–5:30) Chautauqua Crafts 
Alliance Festival. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler Kellogg 
Art Center

2:00 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Won't Lose This 
Dream: How an Upstart Urban 
University Rewrote the Rules of a 
Broken System.” Mark Becker, 
president emeritus, Georgia State 
University. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion.) Focus 
on the preceding Contemporary 
Issues Forum. Chautauqua Women’s 
Club at Hall of Missions

4:00 Chamber Music. Resident Artist 
Series. “La Bonne Chanson.” Kelly 
Guerra, mezzo-soprano, with CSO 
Fellows and Jinhee Park, Piano. 
Masks required. Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:30 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Everything Everywhere All At Once.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

7:00 Dance Preview. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Dance Circle.) Smith 
Wilkes Hall

8:15 THE WASHINGTON BALLET WITH 
THE CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. The Washington 
Ballet. Julie Kent, artistic director, 
The Washington Ballet Rossen 
Milanov, conductor. Michael 
Chertock, piano. Amphitheater

• “Apollo”

• “Swan Lake Pas de deux”

• “Allegro Brillante”

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

10:15 Sunday School. Ages 3–11. 
Children’s School

10:45 SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND 
SERMON. The V. Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas, dean, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Union Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00  (11–5:30) Fine Crafts Show at 
Chautauqua. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Crafts Alliance.) 
Bestor Plaza

11:30 Chicken BBQ. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Fire 
Department.) Chautauqua Fire 
Hall

12:00 Play CHQ. Jumbo Games. Bestor 
Plaza

12:00 (12–2) Community Activity Fair 
& Meet and Greet. Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–4) CWC Artists at the 
Market. Farmers Market

12:00 Poems on the Porch. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Literary Arts.) Hultquist Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:15 Catholic Mass. Hall of 
Philosophy

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:00 CLSC Young Readers. The 
Beatryce Prophecy by Kate 
DiCamillo. Hultquist Center Porch

1:00 Open Play and Tours. Children’s 
School

1:00 Boys’ and Girls’ Club Location 
Tour. Beeson Youth Center

1:00 Group One Location Tour. 
Sheldon Hall of Education Ground 
Floor Classrooms

1:00 Porch Chat. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.)Athenaeum Hotel Porch

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 Bass Studio Recital. (School 
of Music.) Donations accepted. 
Masks required. Fletcher Music 
Hall

2:15 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30 DANCE. School of Dance: 
Student Gala II. Sasha Janes, 
interim director. Amphitheater

2:30 Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center Writing Contest 
Reading and Ceremony. Hall of 
Philosophy

3:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30 LITERARY ARTS. Writers’ Center 
Reading. John Repp, poetry. 
Rion Amilcar Scott, prose. Hall 
of Philosophy 

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Syndrome K.” Everett Jewish 
Life Center

4:00 (4–5) New Visitor Information 
Session. Hultquist Center

4:00 Winds/Brass/Percussion/
Harp Recital. (School of Music.) 
Donations accepted. Masks 
required. Fletcher Music Hall

5:00 Chautauqua Visual Arts 
Lecture Series. James Hunter, 
award-winning design director, 
Wiseman Group. Hall of Christ

5:00 Open Mic. (Programmed by 
the Friends of the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Visit chq.org/
fcwc for more information. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Prose Room

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 LGBTQ and Friends Meet and 
Greet. Athenaeum Hotel porch

7:00 Palestine Park Tour.  
“A Journey Through the Holy 
Land in the Times of Jesus.” 
Palestine Park

7:00 Hebrew Congregation Shirley 
Lazarus Sunday Speaker Series.  
“The Supreme Court, Profiles in 
Courage: Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Louis Brandeis.” Sheldon 
Seligsohn, Philadelphia attorney, 
lifelong student of Supreme Court 
affairs. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:30 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? (Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

M
MONDAY

AUGUST 15

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah 
Meditation). Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “A Soul-full 
People: ‘S.’” The V. Rev. Kelly Brown 
Douglas, dean, Episcopal Divinity 
School, Union Theological Seminary. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House.) “Journey into the Zodiac.” 
Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30 – 12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.org 
the day before to secure your spot. 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“The Courageous Brain.” Abigail 
Marsh, author, The Fear Factor: How 
One Emotion Connects Altruists, 
Psychopaths, and Everyone In-
Between. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

12:15 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Brown Bag 
Conversation. Gunfight, by Ryan 
Busse. Presented by Vanessa 
Weinert, senior director, marketing 
and analytics, Chautauqua 
Institution. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:30 Play CHQ. Bestor Plaza

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about Chautauqua Lake at a new 
guided kayak ecological tour along 
the Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports 
Club

1:00    Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 Docent Tours. Pioneer Hall

1:15 Docent Tours. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. Fee. 
(Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling Green

2:00 NEW LOCATION: INTERFAITH 
LECTURE SERIES. “It’s Hard to be 
Human: The Political, Philosophical, 
and Mental Health Struggles of 
Tommy Raskin.” Jamie Raskin, 
U.S. representative from Maryland. 
Norton Hall and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.org 
the day before to secure your spot. 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:30 Seminar. (Programmed by 
the Department of Religion.) 
“Courageous Conversations on 
Death and Dying.” Shahid Aziz. 
Presbyterian House Chapel

3:40 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Everything Everywhere All At 
Once.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

4:00 Chamber Music. Guest Artist 
Series. Cantus. Masks required. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:00  Art of Investing. Community finance 
discussion with Dennis Galucki. 
Smith Memorial Library 

4:15 Play CHQ. Groundhog puppets. 
Jessica Trapasso Pavilion at 
Children’s School 

4:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation. Leader: Subagh Singh 
Khalsa (Introduction to Meditation). 
Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

6:00 Young Adult Program. Weekly Kick-
Off. Heinz Beach

6:30 Lake Talk. (Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy. Heinz 
Beach

7:00 Family Entertainment Movie. 
“Groundhog Day.” (Complimentary 
access via gate pass. Reserve tickets 
in advance at chautauquacinema.
com; patrons without reserved 
tickets will be admitted at door 
on first-come basis.) Chautauqua 
Cinema

7:00 Palestine Park Tour. “A Journey 
Through the Holy Land in the Times 
of Jesus.” Palestine Park

7:00 (7–7:30) Taizé and Tea. Meditative 
Worship. UCC Randell Chapel

8:15 MUSIC SCHOOL FESTIVAL 
ORCHESTRA. “Closing Night.” 
Timothy Muffitt, conductor. 
Amphitheater

9:30 Cinema Film Screening. “Fire of 
Love.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

Tu
TUESDAY

AUGUST 16

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah 
Meditation). Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00  (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market. 
Bestor Plaza

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “A Soul-
ful People: ‘O.’” The V. Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas, dean, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Union Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Maimonides’ Top 
Ten.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:15 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Misty Copeland, principal 
dancer, American Ballet Theatre. 
Darren Walker, president, Ford 
Foundation. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All 
families welcome. Bestor Plaza (if 
rain, Smith Memorial Library)

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

12:15 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag 
Discussion. “Courage, Integrity 
and Vulnerability; a Powerful 
Trinity.” Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall 

12:15 Poet-in-Residence Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.)  
John Repp. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15  Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) “The Nature 
of Oaks.” Doug Tallamay, 
entomologist, University of 
Delaware. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 New Location: Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Sponsored by the 
Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Mental Health, Civic Health, and 
the Lies and Propaganda which 
Threaten Them Both.” Jamie 
Raskin, U.S. representative from 
Maryland. Norton Hall

12:30  Brown Bag: My Spiritual 
Journey. (Programmed by 
Quaker House.) Max Carter, 
Friend of the week (chaplain). 
Quaker House, 28 Ames

12:30 Play CHQ. DIY ice cream with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
Bestor Plaza

12:30 Seminar (Practice and 
Discussion). Mystic Heart 
Interspiritual Meditation. 
Presenter: Larry Terkel 
(Judaism/Kabbalah Meditation). 
Hall of Missions

12:45 Duplicate Bridge. CWC House

1:00    Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

1:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sports Club

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. 
Fee. (Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling 
Green

1:15 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of 
the Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
Bring 10 copies of one page of 
poetry or prose. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Poetry 
Room

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“Being the Change – A Leap of 
Faith.” Atiya Aftab and Sheryl 
Olitzky, co-founders, Sisterhood 
of Salaam Shalom. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

3:15 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses

3:15 Eva Rosenberg Conversations 
and Cookies. Everett Jewish Life 
Center Porch

3:30 Heritage Lecture Series. “Scott 
Nearing at Chautauqua.” Jeremy 
Genovese. Hall of Philosophy

3:30 Weekly Speaker Reception. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Ezelle 
Sanford III, assistant professor 
of history, Carnegie Mellon 
University. 40 Scott

4:15 Play CHQ. Guided nature play 
and board games. Girls’ Club

4:15 Garden Walk & Talk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Joe McMaster, 
horticulturist. Meet at Smith 
Wilkes Hall entrance

5:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
SERIES:  The Vocal Illusions of 
Lynn Trefzger. Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00 CHQ Documentary 
Series. “Stranger/Sister.” 
(Complimentary access via gate 
pass. Reserve tickets in advance 
at chautauquacinema.com; 
patrons without reserved tickets 
will be admitted at door on first-
come basis.) Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 Labyrinth History and 
Meditation. (Programmed by the 
Department of Religion.) Bring 
gate pass. Adjacent to Turner 
Community Center

7:00 Young Adult Program. Coffee 
and crafting. Heinz Beach

7:00 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
SERIES:  The Vocal Illusions of 
Lynn Trefzger. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:00 Bible Study. United Methodist 
House

7:30 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Wit and Genius.” 
Rossen Milanov, conductor. 
Roger Kaza, horn. Amphitheater

• Peter Schickele: Pentangle: Five 
Songs for Horn and Orchestra

• W.A. Mozart: Symphony No. 40 in 
G minor, K.550 

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 17

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah 
Meditation). Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

CANCELLED



AREA INFORMATION 
Information about nearby attractions outside the Chautauqua Institution grounds is available at the Main Gate Welcome 
Center. The Chautauqua County Visitors’ Bureau is located at the Main Gate Welcome Center. (tourchautauqua.com or 
716-357-4569)

DINING · Visit merchants.chq.org for additional details and links
• Heirloom Restaurant and Athenaeum Lobby Lounge (breakfast, lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch) – South Lake Drive 

– 716-357-5005
• Afterwords Café (soup, sandwiches, salads) – Colonnade, Bestor Plaza – 716-357-5757
• 2 Ames (full food and drink menu) – 2 Ames Ave. – 716-237-7066
• 3 Taps & The A Truck (Asian fusion, lakeside bar service) – Pier Building, Miller Park)
• The Brick Walk Cafe (fresh American fare) – Bestor Plaza – 716-357-2042
• Double Eagle Patio on the Green – Chautauqua Golf Club – 716-357-6476
• Hurlbut Church (weekday lunches, Thursday night dinners; lemonade stand Sundays) – Pratt & Scott – 716-357-4045
• Intermezzo Restaurant (full food and drink menu) – St. Elmo concourse
• LUMI Cafe (coffee, baked goods, deli sandwiches) – St. Elmo concourse – 716-969-7871
• Plaza Market (European-style market and convenience items) – Colonnade, Bestor Plaza – 716-357-3597
• Tally Ho (full food menu) – 16 Morris – 716-357-3325

GROCERIES
The Plaza Market, located in the Colonnade, offers limited convenience store-type items. Full-service local groceries and 
supermarkets are: Lighthouse Point Grocery and Tops in Mayville; Wegmans, Save A Lot and Walmart in Lakewood; and 
Tops Super Center in Jamestown.

LAUNDRY
Laundry services are available at the Shaw Laundry facility, located across Route 394, adjacent to the Jane A. Gross 
Opera Center. Coin-operated laundromat is open 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. The Soap Opera laundromat, located near the 
Main Gate, in the rear of the building housing Bike Rent, is open 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

LOST AND FOUND
A lost and found office is located next to the Farmers Market, south of the Main Gate Welcome Center. (716-357-6314) 

MEDICAL SERVICES

The Chautauqua Primary Care Clinic operated by AHN Westfield Memorial Hospital offers basic medical care for children 
and adults. The clinic is located at 21 Roberts, near the Amphitheater. The clinic is open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays (716-
357-3209).

Defibrillators and NARCAN are located in the Colonnade (second floor), Turner Community Center, Heinz Beach Fitness 
Center, Beeson Youth Center, Hall of Missions, Bellinger Hall and Athenaeum Hotel.

For emergency care, call 911. Nearby hospitals are: AHN Westfield Memorial Hospital, Route 20, Westfield 
(716-326-4921), and UPMC Chautauqua, 207 Foote Avenue, Jamestown (716-487-0141).

MOBILITY SCOOTERS / ACCESSIBILITY
Long-term four-wheeled scooter rentals available through the information booth at the Main Gate Welome Center. 
All personal mobility devices (scooters) should be registered with Chautauqua Institution. There is no charge for this 
registration or for the sticker that will be displayed on the scooter (Stickers from previous seasons remain valid.) 
Registration forms can be picked up at any ticket window. Designated scooter parking areas are available at the 
Amphitheater for those who have reserved bench seating. For additional accessibility information, please visit chq.org/
accessibility.

NEW VISITOR INFORMATION SESSIONS
Special informal orientation sessions for Chautauqua first-timers are scheduled at 4 p.m. each Sunday (excluding the 
final Sunday of the season) on the first floor of the Hultquist Center. These sessions afford the opportunity for new 
Chautauquans to learn the ins and outs of this unique place.

PETS
Register cats and dogs at the Chautauqua Police Department from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday for a $1 
fee. Leashing and cleaning up after your dog is mandatory. A dog park is located at the north end of Turner Community 
Center. Hours are 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

POLICE
The Chautauqua Police Department is open 24/7 and is located in the fire hall on Massey Avenue, near the Market Gate. 
(716-357-6225 — please dial 911 for emergencies)

G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

9:15 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Science Group.) “COVID – 
Next Stages and Steps.” 
Douglas Hamilton. Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary and Zoom 
(chautauquascience.com)

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “A Soul-
full People: ‘U.’” The V. Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas, dean, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Union Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Everyday 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:15 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Jonah Goldberg, co-founder, 
editor-in-chief, National Review. 
Nancy Gibbs, former managing 
editor, TIME. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Quaker House

12:15 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell 
Chapel

12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. 
(Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression 
into Opportunity for Women 
Worldwide, by Nicholas D. Kristof 
and Sheryl WuDunn. Presented by 
Arden Ryan. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Massey Organ Recital. Nicholas 
Stigall, Chautauqua organ 
scholar.Amphitheater

12:30 Play CHQ. Canvas painting. 
Timothy’s Playground

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. 
Learn about the Institution 
grounds at a guided historic tour 
along the Chautauqua shore. Fee. 
Sports Club

1:00 Language Hour. CWC House

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Strohl Art 
Center

1:00    Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 Docent Tours. Pioneer Hall

1:15 Docent Tours. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. 
Fee. (Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling 
Green

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“New Profiles in Courage” The 
V. Rev. Kelly Brown Douglas, 
dean, Episcopal Divinity School, 
Union Theological Seminary. 
Darren Walker, president, Ford 
Foundation. Hall of Philosophy 
and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

3:00 Knitting. Methodist House

3:30 (3:30 –4:30) Finance 
Discussion. “Investing in a slow 
Economy.” Alan R. Greenberg. 
Smith Memorial Library upstairs 
classrom.

3:30 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Ezelle 
Sanford III, assistant professor 
of history, Carnegie Mellon 
University. Hall of Philosophy

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Persian Lessons.” Everett 
Jewish Life Center

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Catholic House

3:30 (3:30–5) Ask the Staff Tent 
Time. Shannon Rozner, senior 
vice president of community 
relations, Chautauqua Institution. 
Green tent on Bestor Plaza

4:15 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, forester. Meet at 
lake side (back) of Smith Wilkes 
Hall

4:15 Play CHQ. Wednesday STEM at 
the water. Children’s Beach

4:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation. Leader: Kim Hehr 
(Gong Meditation). Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary

5:00  Mindfulness & Mending. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Kriss Miller, Friend in residence 
(host). Quaker House, 28 Ames

6:15 Live Music. Capo II at 3 Taps. 
Pier Building

6:30 Eventide. (Programmed by 
the Alumni Association of the 
CLSC.) “Chautauqua Travels: 
Iceland Adventure.” Presented 
by Thaddeus Popovich. Hall of 
Christ

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Lutheran House

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

7:00 Community Conversation. 
“Sanctuary Road.” Moderated 
by Michael I. Rudell Director of 
Literary Arts Sony Ton-Aime. 
Hultquist Center 101

7:30 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15 SPECIAL. Matthew Whitaker. 
Amphitheater

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 18

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Binoculars encouraged. Meet at 
Smith Wilkes Hall entrance

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah 
Meditation). Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP.  “A Soul-
full People: ‘L.’” The V. Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas, dean, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Union Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Maimonides 
on Psychology.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Let’s Talk About 
Money.” Sheila Schroeder, 
regional head of business 
development, Wealthspire 
Advisors. CWC House

10:15 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE 
SERIES. Chip Bergh, president 
and CEO, Levi Strauss and Co. 
Darren Walker, president, Ford 
Foundation. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All 
families welcome. Bestor Plaza (if 
rain, Smith Memorial Library.)

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
“Bye Bye Borba.” Andrew Borba, 
artistic director, Chautauqua 
Theater Company. Smith Wilkes 
Hall

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by 
the Friends of the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Joan Polishook, 
poetry, Words on Paper I and II, 
Keekee Minor, travel memoir, 
A Minor Odyssey. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:30 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation Seminar (Practice 
and Discussion). Presenter: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah 
Meditation). Hall of Missions

12:30  Brown Bag: Quaker 
Perspectives on the Weekly 
Theme. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) Max Carter, Friend of 
the week (chaplain). Quaker 
House, 28 Ames and Zoom (email 
friend@quakerschq.org)

12:30 Play CHQ. Bats with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension. Bestor 
Plaza

12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. “The Art of John August 
Swanson.” The Rev. Paul 
Milanowski. Methodist House 
Chapel

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the 
Market. Farmers Market 

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports 
Club

1:00    Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. 
Fee. (Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling 
Green

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“What Causes – And What Might 
Cure – Campus Illiberalism?” 
Robert P. George, director, 
Princeton University’s James 
Madison Program in American 
Ideals and Institutions. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 19

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market 

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah 
Meditation). Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 Nature Walk & Talk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Meet at lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP.  “A 
Soul-full People: Asking the Right 
Question.” The V. Rev. Kelly 
Brown Douglas, dean, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Union Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Kabalah on 
Meditation and Song.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House 

10:15 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Maria Ressa, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, president and CEO, 
Rappler. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:15 Prose Writer-in-Residence 
Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Rion Amilcar 
Scott. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15  Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion.) Everett Jewish Life 
Center

12:30 Jumu’ah Muslim Prayer. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

12:30 Garden Walk & Talk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of garden 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Meet at Children's 
School

12:30 Play CHQ. Ooey gooey mixtures. 
Bestor Plaza

12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. “A Sermon on Hold.” The 
Rev. James Daprile. Methodist 
House Chapel

1:00    Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 Chautauqua Music Camps 
Concert. Masks required. 
Fletcher Music Hall

1:15 English Lawn Bowling. Free 
Instruction followed by game. Fee. 
(Pay at Sports Club.) Bowling Green

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.  
“The Time is Now: A Call for 
Uncommon Courage.” Sr. Joan 
Chittister, OSB, author, The 
Time Is Now: A Call to Uncommon 
Courage. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:15 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Unitarian Universalist 
House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Episcopal Cottage

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 20

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:15 Mystic Heart Interspiritual 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer). Hall 
of Philosophy

9:00 Chautauqua Foundation, Inc., 
Membership Meeting. Hall of 
Christ

9:30 Chabad Jewish House 
Community Shabbat Service. 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Kiddush 
to follow at 12:15 p.m. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

9:45 Torah Study. “Today’s Torah 
for Today’s Times. Rabbi Elle 
Muhlbaum. Marion Lawrence 
Room, Hurlbut Church

10:15 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Rabbi Elle Muhlbaum. 
Cantor Vladamir Lapin. Kiddush 
lunch to follow. Hurlbut Sanctuary

11:30 Bryant Day Ceremony. 
(Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle.) Miller Bell Tower

12:00 Play CHQ. Free play and 
equipment check out. Boys’ Club

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center

2:00 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Anne Frank and 
the Struggle for ‘Never Again.’” 
Doyle Stevick, executive director, 
The Anne Frank Center; associate 
professor, University of South 
Carolina. Hall of Philosophy

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Focus on the preceding 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
Chautauqua Women’s Club at Hall 
of Missions

3:30 SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT. Hiss 
Golden Messenger & Aoife 
O’Donovan. Norton Hall

4:00 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? (Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:45 Pre-Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra Concert Lecture. David 
B. Levy. Hultquist Center 101

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “A Concerto for 
Orchestra.” Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Amphitheater

• Samuel Coleridge-Taylor: Ballade 
in A minor, op.33

• Béla Bartók: Concerto for 
Orchestra, BB 123

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION. 
Ryan Busse, author, Gunfight. 
Hall of Philosophy and CHQ 
Assembly

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Focus on the previous 
day’s African American Heritage 
House lecture. 40 Scott

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Baptist House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) Presbyterian House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion.) United Methodist House

3:30 Rules and Regulations 
Community Listening Session. 
Shannon Rozner, senior vice 
president of community relations, 
Chautauqua Institution. Jessica 
Trapasso Pavilion, Children’s 
School

4:00 THEATER. Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:00 Reading to Lola. Children 5 
and up invited to read to Lola 
the library dog. Smith Memorial 
Library (if rain, inside the library)

4:15 Play CHQ. Guided nature play. 
Girls’ Club

4:30 Thursday Morning Brass 
Ensemble Final Concert. 
Donations accepted. Masks 
required. Fletcher Hall

6:00 Meet the Filmmaker. “Bonnie 
Blue – James Cotton’s Life in 
the Blues.” Q-and-A to follow 
with filmmaker James Cotton. 
Complimentary access with gate 
pass. Chautauqua Cinema

6:00 (6–9) Live Music. Sarah James 
Live at 3 Taps. Pier Building

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion.) Disciples of Christ 
House

8:15 THE CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA WITH THE BUFFALO 
PHILHARMONIC CHORUS. “Paths 
to Freedom: Sanctuary Road.” 
Rossen Milanov, conductor. 
Laquita Mitchell, soprano. 
Joshua Stewart, tenor. Malcolm 
Merriweather, baritone. Dashon 
Burton, bass-baritone. Melody 
Wilson, mezzo-soprano. Joshua 

4:30 (4:30 – 6) Takeout Dinner. 
Farmer Brown’s BBQ Pulled Pork 
Dinner. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Pre-
order at chautauquawomensclub.
org. CWC House

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Sabbath.” Rabbi 
Elle Muhlbaum, associate rabbi, 
Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple, 
Cleveland. Cantor Vladamir 
Lapin, cantor, Anshe Chesed 
Fairmount Temple. Miller Park (if 
rain, Smith Wilkes Hall)

6:00 Hebrew Congregation Social 
Hour. Miller Park

6:45 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) RSVP required. 
Fee. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

8:15 SPECIAL. Girl Named Tom.  
Amphitheater

CANCELLED
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