
NICHOLE JIANG
STAFF WRITER

“The Great American Songbook,” consisting of 
songs that transcend time, was the foundation 
of jazz music from the 1920s and 1930s. Satur-
day’s performance is not only a celebration of 
music and musical legends, but it marks the end 
of the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra’s 2021 
season. In a tribute to Ella Fitzgerald, “The First 
Lady of Song” and iconic American music, the 
CSO, led by Principal Pops Conductor Stuart 
Chafetz, will be joined by Capathia Jenkins at 
8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Amphitheater. 

Jenkins, a Brooklyn-born actress and singer, 
has performed all over the world with orches-
tras such as Hong Kong Philharmonic, Seattle 
Symphony and Cleveland Orchestra. She has 

also been featured in several Broadway roles in-
cluding Medda in Newsies and Harriet Jackson 
in The Civil War. Jenkins proves she can do it 
all as she can also be heard on film soundtracks 
like “Nine,” “Chicago” and “Legally Blonde 2.” 

Jenkins has performed at Chautauqua 
twice in the past, and she enjoys coming back 
each and every time. 

“The very first time I was up in Chautauqua, 
I was so blown away by it. It just feels like a 
place that’s sort of back in time. It really felt 
like this nostalgic and really happy place,” Jen-
kins said. “I think that this sets it apart from 
other places in the country. And then particu-
larly to perform here, I think that the Amphi-
theater is so beautiful.” 

‘Insightful and expressive’ — Guest critic Lewis reviews ‘chamber music of the highest order’ | Page B4

Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Artist Brian Marable rehearses for the one-man show Thurgood Thursday in the Performance Pavilion on Pratt.� DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
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DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

“We make movies about Malcolm 
X, we get a holiday to honor Dr. 
Martin Luther King, but every day, 
we live with the legacy of Justice 
Thurgood Marshall.”

The Washington Afro-Ameri-
can published these words in an 
editorial at the news of Marshall’s 
death in 1993.

The legacy of Justice Thurgood 
Marshall will be on display at 4 

p.m. Saturday and Sunday at the 
Performance Pavilion on Pratt as 
Chautauqua Theater Company’s 
production of Thurgood continues 
its run this weekend.

Director Steve Broadnax III 
learned more about Marshall 
through this work than he ever did 
while he was in school.

“I did not know as much as I 
should have known,” Broadnax 
said. “I knew he was a part of the 
Supreme Court. That was proba-

bly the extent that I understood 
about Thurgood and understand-
ing what he has contributed to my 
everyday life.” 

CTC Managing Director Sarah 
Clare Corporandy said she imme-
diately knew to bring Brian Marable 
to Chautauqua to play Marshall after 
she saw him perform at the Detroit 
Public Theater.

“Brian is particularly a very spe-
cial human being and an artist,” 
Corporandy said. “The thought of 

him playing this role was an abso-
lute no-brainer. I have seen him in 
four or five shows in Detroit Pub-
lic Theater. … (He) brings the ut-
most vulnerability and humanity 
to the roles that he plays. I love to 
sit in the theater and watch him 
on stage over and over again.”

Props Director Cooper Nick-
els bought a little under 50% of 
the props for the show from Black-
owned businesses.

MARY LEE TALBOT
STAFF WRITER

In her new book, On Van-
ishing: Mortality, Demen-
tia, and What It Means to 
Disappear, the Rev. Lynn 
Casteel Harper pondered 
how to minister to people 
with dementia who could 
no longer get to the church 
building after working for 
seven years in a continu-
ing care home with people 
with dementia. 

What could an insti-
tution like the church do 
differently to keep these 
people active in the church 
community? Since her book 
was published, she has had 
almost 18 months to ponder 
how to build that bridge.

She led an in-church 
gathering as part of her 
ministry with older adults 
at the Riverside Church 
in New York City before 
COVID-19 and the accom-
panying restrictions.

“I have been impressed 
by Zoom,” she said. “People 
who struggled to get to the 
church were at the Zoom 
meeting faithfully. One per-
son had her granddaugh-
ter help her get online. I am 
contemplating how we con-
tinue Zoom as we come back 
to the church in person.”

Harper will be the chap-
lain at Chautauqua for Week 
Eight and will preach at the 
10:45 a.m. Sunday worship 
and sermon in the Amphi-
theater. Her sermon title is 
“The Gift of Wisdom.” 

She will also preach at 
the 9 a.m. Monday through 
Friday worship services in 
the Amp. 

HARPER

RILEY ROBINSON / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Capathia Jenkins performs her show “From Brooklyn to Broadway” on July 30, 2018, in the Amphitheater. Jenkins returns for the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra’s final performance of the 2021 season at 8:15 p.m. Saturday in the Amp.

‘Thurgood’ illuminates hidden story of American hero

Chaplain 
Harper to 
preach on 
wisdom in 
Week 8 Amp 
sermons

H O N O R I N G  F I T Z G E R A L D, A M E R I C A N  S O N G B O O K , C S O 
C L O S E S  S E A S O N  W I T H  J E N K I N S ,  C H A F E T Z
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‘HAVING & BEING 
HAD’
Biss, winner of 10th Chautauqua 
Prize, honored in virtual ceremony 
on CHQ Assembly.
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A BELOVED 
COMMUNITY
Harper concludes sermon series 
with call to truth, embracing King’s 
vision of beloved community.
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ONE DAY ONLY
Chautauqua Visual Arts, Friends 
of CVA’s Art in the Park returns 
after 2020 hiatus on Sunday for 
afternoon of local art.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Masks required of Chautauqua Institution staff
Given worsening rates of COVID-19 in Chautauqua County 
— having now reached what the CDC terms a “substantial” 
level of community transmission — Chautauqua Institution 
has decided to require all staff to mask up in Institution fa-
cilities when they cannot be distanced from fellow staff and 
Chautauquans and outdoors in high-contact areas such as 
restaurants and the Amphitheater. The Institution’s goal is 
to keep staff safe and healthy so they can continue to de-
liver on the promised programs and experiences through 
the remainder of the Summer Assembly. This decision ap-
plies to staff only at this time. For Chautauquans, regard-
less of vaccination status, the CDC recommends masks to 
limit the spread of COVID-19. Complimentary masks are 
available for all who choose to wear one.

COVID-19 protocols update
After the closing of Boys’ and Girls’ Club and the Youth Ac-
tivities Center Friday, following a positive COVID-19 test 
result of a group counselor, Institution staff anticipates 
that Club and the YAC will reopen on Monday, Aug. 16. If 
this should change, families will be alerted by email with 
additional information.

Sunday School is canceled this Sunday due to COVID-19 
protocol implementation. 

Open Mic
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center encourages 
Chautauqua writers over the age of 18 to share their work 
at 5 p.m. Sunday via Zoom. Plan on reading for no more 
than five minutes. Find information at www.chq.org/fcwc. 
Direct questions to friendsofthewriterscenter@gmail.com.

Chautauqua Dance Circle news
The Chautauqua Dance Circle hosts a School of Dance 
Gala II Preview at 7 p.m. Monday in Smith Wilkes Hall with 
choreographers Sasha Janes and Mark Godden, moderat-
ed by Pat Feighan.

‘The Absolute Brightness of Leonard Pelkey’
At 5 p.m. Monday at Smith Wilkes Hall, Mike Thorton 
portrays nine characters in this 70-minute play. This play 
was written and originally performed by Celeste Lecesne, 
the Academy Award-winning playwright responsible for 
Word of Mouth and nonprofit The Trevor Project, an or-
ganization founded in 1998 focused on suicide prevention 
efforts among lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer 
and questioning youth. This event is sponsored by the 
Friends of Chautauqua Theater and LGBTQ and Friends.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Join the CWC for Artists at the Market from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday at the Farmers Market. The Flea Boutique is from 
noon to 2 p.m. Sunday behind the Colonnade. Shoppers 
are limited to 12 at a time in 15-minute increments. There 
will also be a Flea Boutique Pop-Up Jewelry Sale from 
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. Shop jewelry, purses, shoes and 
more at the CWC House, located at 30 South Lake Drive. 

African American Heritage House Porch Chat
The African American Heritage House will meet at 1 p.m. 
Sunday at the Athenaeum Hotel for its weekly Porch Chat. 
Join us for refreshments and a Q-and-A led by AAHH Pres-
ident Erroll Davis and board member Ted First. This week, 
we’ll discuss the content of Andre Perry’s Friday lecture as 
well as Raphael Bostic’s lecture, co-sponsored by the AAHH. 
Both lectures were in line with last week’s theme of “The 
State of the Economy: Where Do We Go From Here?” 

Shirley Lazarus Sunday evening speaker
David Levy, professor emeritus of music at Wake Forest 
University and pre-concert lecturer for the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra, speaks at 7 p.m. Sunday at Smith 
Wilkes Hall for the Hebrew Congregation of Chautauqua’s 
Shirley Lazarus Sunday Evening Speakers Series. The title 
of his talk is “Rescue, Restoration, Revival: Austrian-Jewish 
Musicians after 1938 and the Work of Exile Art.” His talk will 
be accompanied by videos with sound. This presentation is 
open to the community with proof of COVID-19 vaccination.

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith hosts a free community discussion by Dennis 
Galucki on “The Art of Investing” at 3 p.m. Monday on the 
front porch of the Smith Memorial Library, weather permit-
ting. Space is limited and first-come, first-seated.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

    

  

 

 

“Sometimes history takes things into  
its own hands!”

By George Stevens Jr.
Directed by Steve H. Broadnax III 
Featuring guest artist Brian Marable

Aug. 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21 & 22
4 p.m. • Performance Pavilion on Pratt

Purchase or reserve your seat at tickets.chq.org

CHAUTAUQUA THEATER COMPANY

NOTICE OF PRESENTATION 
ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION 

ARCHITECTURAL AND LAND USE 
REGULATIONS

Chautauqua community members are invited to a presentation on 
proposed edits to the Institution’s Architectural and Land Use (ALU) 
regulations at 9 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, in Smith Wilkes Hall. Bob 
Jeffrey, chair of the Board of Trustees’ Architectural Review Board, 
and John Shedd, vice president of campus planning and operations, 
will review the highlights of the proposed edits and respond to 
questions.

The document containing proposed edits is available to view at 
chq.org/arb

Premiere jazz pianist Charlap, trio to perform Sunday
SARA TOTH
EDITOR

In July 2020, in the mid-
dle of the first summer of 
COVID-19, parts of Penn-
sylvania were moving into 
a “green phase” of re-open-
ing, allowing for somewhat 
limited indoor dining and 
live music. The Deer Head 
Inn, a hotel, restaurant 
and storied jazz club in the 
small town of Delaware Wa-
ter Gap, made the decision 
to re-open, with widely 
spaced tables, open win-
dows, temperature checks, 
the works.

The first musical act of 
Deer Head’s re-opening? 
Renowned jazz pianist Bill  
Charlap. It had been more 
than four months since his 
last performance, and as he 
told John Marchese of The 
New York Times, the hiatus 
was “definitely the longest I 
can remember. I’m minus a 

central part of my life.” 
When he took the stage, 

he told his audience: “There 
is no substitute for humanity 
and connection. I wish that 
I could be closer physically. 
But I will do everything I can 
to be as close in every other 
possible way with the music.”

More than a year later, 
Charlap is back on the road, 
with two stops this week 
at Chautauqua. The first is 
at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the 
Amphitheater with bass-
ist Peter Washington and 
drummer Kenny Washing-
ton — the group, known as 
the Bill Charlap Trio, was 
formed in 1997 and is recog-
nized as one of the leading 
groups of jazz.

Charlap has recorded 
seven albums for Blue Note 
Records and received two 
Grammy Award nominations, 
for Somewhere: The Songs of 
Leonard Bernstein and most 

recently for Bill Charlap Trio: 
Live at the Village Vanguard.

“Charlap approaches a 
song the way a lover ap-
proaches his beloved. …
When he sits down to play, 
the result is an embrace, 
an act of possession,” TIME 
magazine once lauded. “The 
tune rises, falls, disappears 
and resurfaces in new forms 
as Charlap ranges over the 
keyboard with nimble, crisp-

ly swinging lines, subtly lay-
ered textures, dense chords 
and spiky interjections.”

Charlap will again take 
the Amp stage at 8:15 p.m. 
Tuesday with celebrated 
jazz pianist Renee Rosnes 
— who happens to also be 
Charlap’s wife —  to play 
songs from their first col-
laborative album, Double 
Portrait, which is a set of 
four-hand piano duets.

BILL CHARLAP TRIO



Weekend Edition, August 14 & 15, 2021	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Page A3

N E W S

COLUMN BY MICHAEL E. HILL

From the President

Chautauqua Institution’s 
Week Eight examines “The 
Human Brain: Our Greatest 
Mystery,” in the 10:30 a.m. 
Chautauqua Lecture Series, 
while the 1 p.m. Interfaith 
Lecture Series examines the 
theme “The Human Soul: Our 
Ineffable Mystery.” 

The Rev. Lynn Casteel 
Harper will serve as the 
guest chaplain for the week. 
Harper is a minister, chap-
lain, writer and ordained 
Baptist minister. She has au-
thored several books, most 
recently On Vanishing: Mor-
tality, Dementia, and What It 
Means to Disappear.

Amphitheater lectures
MONDAY

Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries: Angus Fletcher is an 
award-winning teacher, 
bestselling author and one of 
the world’s foremost scholars 
on the neuroscience of sto-
rytelling. He will open a week 
of Chautauqua Lectures with 
a discussion of the brain and 
literature acting together 
to the benefit of our under-
standing of the world.

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
Ori Z. Soltes teaches the-
ology, art history, philoso-
phy and political history at 
Georgetown University and 
is a former director of the 
B’nai B’rith Klutznick Na-
tional Jewish Museum. 

TUESDAY
Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries: Norman Ornstein is 
an emeritus scholar at the 
American Enterprise Insti-
tute and vice president of the 
Matthew Harris Ornstein 
Memorial Foundation. He 
leads a conversation exam-
ining the brain and mental 
health with former director 
of the National Institute of 
Mental Health, Thomas In-
sel, and Associate Admin-
istrative Judge of the Elev-
enth Judicial Circuit Court of 
Florida Steven Leifman.

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
Bruce Greyson is professor 
emeritus of psychiatry and 
neurobehavioral sciences 
at the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine. He will 
discuss his latest book, Af-
ter: A Doctor Explores What 
Near-Death Experiences Re-
veal about Life and Beyond. 

WEDNESDAY
Chautauqua Lecture Series: 
Bianca Jones Marlin is a 
neuroscientist and principal 
investigator at Columbia Uni-
versity’s Mortimer B. Zuck-
erman Mind Brain Behavior 
Institute. Her research in-
vestigates the relationship 
between the innate and the 
learned and how learned in-
formation is passed to subse-
quent generations.

Interfaith Lecture Series: 
Nancey Murphy is senior 
professor of Christian phi-
losophy at Fuller Theolog-
ical Seminary in Pasadena, 
California. Her research fo-
cuses on relations between 
theology, philosophy and 
science; and on philosophy 
of mind and neuroscience.  

THURSDAY
Chautauqua Lecture Series: 

Nita Farahany is a leading 
scholar and neuro-ethicist 
and the founding director of 
The Duke Initiative for Sci-
ence & Society. This record-
ed lecture will be displayed 
in the Amphitheater on 
screens, and Farahany will 
join the audience remotely 
for a live Q-and-A.

Arts programming
4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 14, Per-
formance Pavilion on Pratt: A 
one-man show about the first 
African American to serve as 
a justice on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Chautauqua Theater 
Company’s Thurgood guides 
audiences through Thurgood 
Marshall’s childhood to his 
role in the civil rights move-
ment, to his victory in Brown 
v. Board of Education, and his 
Supreme Court appointment. 
Repeat performances will 
take place at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Tuesday and Thursday.

8:15 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 14, 
Amphitheater: Chautauqua 
favorite Capathia Jenkins, 
the Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra and Princi-
pal Pops Conductor Stuart 
Chafetz present a tribute to  
Ella Fitzgerald.

2:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 15, 
Amphitheater: One of the 
leading groups in jazz, The 
Bill Charlap Trio features 
jazz pianist Bill Charlap, bass-
ist Peter Washington and 
drummer Kenny Washington. 

8:15 p.m. Monday, Aug. 16, 
Amphitheater: Under the di-
rection of Jean-Pierre Bon-
nefoux, the Chautauqua 
School of Dance will present 
a mixed repertoire evening 
featuring the most excep-
tional young talent and guest 
alumni in the country.

8:15 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
17, Amphitheater: Acclaimed 
jazz pianists Renee Rosnes 
& Bill Charlap present music 
from Double Portrait.

8:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 18, Amphitheater: The 
Grammy-nominated band 
Black Violin, led by classi-
cally trained string players 
Wil B. and Kev Marcus, will 
visit Chautauqua as part of 
their Impossible Tour.

8:15 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, 
Amphitheater: The Sphinx 
Artists quintet is part of The 
Sphinx Organization, the 
nation’s most dynamic pro-
fessional chamber orchestra 

and social justice organiza-
tion dedicated to transform-
ing lives through the power 
of diversity in the arts.

8:15 p.m. Friday, Aug. 20, 
Amphitheater: The Wood 
Brothers present music from 
their seventh studio release, 
Kingdom In My Mind.

Additional programming 
on CHQ Assembly
3:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 15: The 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center 
presents a free Sunday read-
ing with writers-in-residence 
Jaed Coffin and Dave Lucas. 

3:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
19: The Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle pres-
ents Lynn Casteel Harp-
er’s On Vanishing: Mortal-
ity, Dementia, and What It 
Means to Disappear.

1 p.m. Friday, Aug. 20: Carl 
L. Hart, Ziff Professor at Co-
lumbia University and former 
Department of Psychology 
chair, presents as part of the 
2021 African American Heri-
tage House Lecture Series. 

More opportunities for 
engagement
 Current Chautauqua Visual 
Arts Gallery Exhibitions in-
clude “Materials Redefined,” 
“Tenacity,” “Improvising: 
New Photographs by Julie 
Blackmon,” “Pour Spill Drip 
Stain,” the CVA School of Art 
Participants Exhibition and 
“Resilience,” the Open CVA 
Members Exhibition.

Chautauqua’s Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program 
offers community members 
daily meditation sessions at 
7:30 a.m. weekdays.

10 a.m. Friday, Aug. 20: 
Chautauqua Cinema pres-
ents “Gary K. One Step at a 
Time” as the next Meet the 
Filmmaker event of 2021. 
This film tells the story of the 
actor who plays Bill W., the 
founder of AA, on his own 
personal journey of recovery.

A new initiative in 2021, 
Chautauqua Cinema Under 
the Stars presents “Warm 
Bodies” at 9:45 p.m. Aug. 14 
on the Athenaeum Lawn.

Chautauqua launches Week 8 examination of both 
brain, soul, with wide array of artistic offerings

As we enter Week Eight of our season, I am struck 
by the complexity of the issues we’ve covered 
during this Chautauqua Summer Assembly. 
China, “Bridging our Divides,” empathy and our 

just-concluded look at “The State of the Economy.” All 
of these — and the many others — have an ingredient in 
common: our human ability to be curious and to learn. 
But have we ever considered what’s behind it all? This 
week we take a stab at that as we explore “The Human 
Brain: Our Greatest Mystery.” 

Neurophysiologist and Nobel Laureate David Hubel 
once asked, “Can the brain understand the brain? 
Can it understand the mind? Is it a giant computer 
… or something more?” In this week, we explore the 
folds and recesses of this distinctly human mystery, 
bringing together neuroscientists and psychologists 
to chart a path through the enigma of our conscious-
ness, through the impacts of trauma and stress on our 
health, through the gray matter and the white matter, 
neurons and synapses, the wiring that embodies our 
cognition, that sparks our selves. 

I’m grateful for our guides who will help us unpack 
this very “heady” week. Angus Fletcher is one of the 
foremost scholars on the neuroscience of storytell-
ing and starts our week in a very Chautauqua way, by 
blending two disciplines: science and literature. Long-
time Chautauqua program contributor Norman Orn-
stein, an emeritus scholar at the American Enterprise 
Institute, will lead a conversation with former director 
of the National Institute of Mental Health Thomas 
Insel and judge Steven Leifman that looks at the brain 
and mental health as the start of a series of conversa-
tions we will continue beyond the Summer Assembly 
on CHQ Assembly. We then move to neuroscientist 
Bianca Jones Marlin, whose research investigates the 
relationship between the innate and the learned, and 
we close out the week with neuro-ethicist Nita Fara-
hany, who explores the ethical dimensions of what we 
know and where it goes. While the Chautauqua Lecture 
Series tackles this cerebral puzzle, we look to perhaps 
a deeper frame in our companion Interfaith Lecture 
Series, which examines “The Human Soul: Our Ineffa-
ble Mystery.” Most people sense and recognize another 
dimension beyond the physical plane of our existence 
and call the personal inner reality that this dimension 
connotes the human “soul,” known also as the “spirit” 
or “life force.” Recognition of this inner reality is the 
basis of most religions, but remains difficult to define 
or explain. In this week we will hear various interpre-
tations of this ineffable human experience. I think this 
blending of head and heart provides a powerful frame 
as we enter the latter part of our Chautauqua season. 

There’s so much more happening on the grounds. 
This week we welcome back the incomparable Capath-
ia Jenkins with the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
under the baton of our Principal Pops Conductor Stuart 
Chafetz as well as Black Violin, the Grammy-nominated 
duo that blends classical and hip-hop music to overcome 
stereotypes of what it means to be a classical musician, 
while proving there are no limits to what we can achieve. 
We also get to celebrate the continued work of our 
student artists with the second School of Dance Student 
Gala. The first one brought rave reviews of these talents, 
and I know you’ll enjoy this one just as much. 

We offer a special welcome to the Sphinx Artists 
on Thursday, a quintet from the nation’s most dynam-
ic professional chamber orchestra composed of top 
Black and Latinx classical soloists.  This presentation 
is a manifestation of a wonderful partnership with the 
Sphinx organization that has come to life both here on 
the grounds and on CHQ Assembly over the past few 
years. Chautauqua Theater Company’s Thurgood at 
the Pavilion, Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle 
and African American Heritage House lecture pre-
sentations on CHQ Assembly, and a Friday night with 
The Wood Brothers make Week Eight a wonderfully 
diverse and week of experiences that will, no doubt, 
get the synapses firing! 

As we journey through this week and look toward 
Week Nine, I want to thank all of you for your care 
and patience as we continue to navigate the impacts 
of COVID-19 on staffing levels and on new protocols. 
I am so grateful we’ve been able to convene in person 
this year together. Let’s continue to be kind and patient 
with one another, recognizing that Chautauqua only 
works when we all work together as a community. In 
the spirit of this week, thanks for bringing your head 
and soul to that endeavor. Have a great week!

chqdaily.com
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“It’s such a lovely venue, 
and then the audience is 
just so appreciative, warm 
and kind. So for me, it’s like 
standing onstage and just 
having a big ol’ warm hug.”

Jenkins is also excited 
to be back performing live 
with the CSO and Chafetz. 

“Stuart’s one of my fa-
vorite people in the world,” 
Jenkins said. “He’s one of 
my favorite conductors and 
it’s just an honor to share 
the stage with (the CSO).”

The excitement runs 
both ways — the CSO can’t 
wait to create music with 
Jenkins again. 

“I’ve been waiting for 
Capathia Jenkins to come 
back since she was here a 
few years ago. She just tore 
the roof off of the place. 
She impressed every one 
of us,” said Beth Robinson, 
harpist. “She’s a phenom-
enal musician, and playing 
with Stu is also such a high 
for us because he’s at the 
top of his game with pops 
concerts. To have this con-
cert end this season is very 
exciting for us.”

Saturday’s concert will 
be memorable, Chafetz 
said, not just because of 
the music being performed 
but because of the ability 
Jenkins has to make a last-
ing impression on whatever 
stage she sets foot on. 

“I’m actually the most 
excited about this concert 
because she’s just so good 
at this. She’s good at every-
thing, but this in particu-
lar, it’s right in her wheel-
house,” Chafetz said. “She’s 
also a beautiful person in-
side and out. She can sing. 
She can blow the roof off 
the place because she’s just 

a powerhouse, and that’s 
the cool thing that she just 
brings everybody in with 
her abilities. She’s that kind 
of a performer, and she 
sings with so much pas-
sion, emotion and musical-
ity and quite frankly, I get 
chills whenever I work with 
her, because she’s so gifted. 
And we just have a really 
wonderful connection.”

The CSO performing live 
with Jenkins is a perfect 
merging of talent where 
each side elevates the other 
in a way that will captivate 
the audience. 

“A lot of my career was on 
Broadway, so that’s a differ-
ent feeling when you have 
an orchestra that’s typical-
ly in the pit. But the thing 
about a symphony is that 
you’re on stage with them, 
and it’s typically 60, 70, 80 
pieces,” Jenkins said. “And at 
the heart of who I am is this 
little Black girl from Brook-
lyn, New York, and so I get 
on stage and I’m standing 
there, in my pretty dress, 
and this orchestra begins my 
intro, and it’s just like, oh my 
god, I get to do this. It really 
is exciting and thrilling and 
it’s like nothing else. The live 
orchestra is just wonderful 
and glorious.”

The performance will 
begin with “The Star Span-
gled Banner” and will then 
jump right into familiar 
tunes from composers 
like George Gershwin that 

make up The Great Amer-
ican Songbook, as well as 
songs honoring jazz and 
Ella Fitzgerald. 

“I always look forward 
to playing Gershwin’s mu-
sic. Some of his songs and 
melodies are so beautifully 
written,” said Lars Kirvan, 
cellist. “He’s a jazzy com-
poser, but he was also very 
melodic in his writing, with 
very catchy tunes that peo-
ple can easily relate to and 
sing along to. It’s familiar, 
just as Beethoven is to the 
classical repertoire.”

Iconic songs on the 
program include “Goody 
Goody,” “A-Tisket, A-Tas-
ket,” “Bewitched, Both-
ered, and Bewildered” and 
“Strike Up The Band.”

“I personally love ‘Be-
witched, Bothered, and Be-
wildered.’ That is absolute-
ly the most gorgeous thing 
that I have conducted with 
Capathia,” Chafetz said. 
“I love it all, but that one 
in particular is extremely 
beautiful, slow and sensu-
ous. It’s pure velvet.”

Jenkins is also looking 
forward to not just per-
forming these legendary 
songs and honoring Fitz-
gerald, but putting pieces 
of herself in as well. 

“It’s about Ella, but it’s 
also about The Great Amer-
ican Songbook. They don’t 
write songs like this any-
more, and when you get a 
person like Ella Fitzger-

ald singing that music, she 
would sing the ink off the 
page, as I like to say. Then 
she would take it and make 
it her own so she made a 
little flourish, or she might 
scat a little bit,” Jenkins 
said. “Often people say to 
me, ‘Oh, are you trying to 
imitate her?’ and that is cer-
tainly not what I’m trying to 
do — but I think we are kin-
dred spirits. I do have a pure 
joy for this music.”

Jenkins has always 
looked up to this music and 
the musicians of this time 
and can’t wait to bring the 
audience back to this era of 
jazz and catchy tunes. 

“You hear this music, 
and people in the audience 
are thrust back to this time 
when they were younger, or 
when they used to go out 
dancing. So, it really is this 
magical time capsule — and 
it’s the reason why these 
songs have stood the test of 
time,” Jenkins said. “Some of 
the arrangements that we 
will do are original Ella Fitz-
gerald arrangements, so it’s 
really an honor and a plea-
sure. I have such a reverence 
for Ella and for The Great 
American Songbook. Jazz 
music and this whole era 
means the world to me. I get 
to stand on their shoulders, 
and it’s really amazing.”

Saturday’s music has a 
special meaning for Chau-
tauqua, as well. 

“Gershwin composed his 

piano concerto in F in one 
of those practice shacks. So 
there’s that connection with 
Gershwin (and) Chautauqua,” 
Chafetz said. “ The Ameri-
can Songbook as we know 
it is from that time where a 
melody was everything. It 
represented music in a very 
pure way. There were no 
synthesizers, there were no 
sound effects, everything 
that was made came from an 
instrument, and that’s a huge 
thing for me. I think that 
we’re going back to our roots 
and going back to the great 
American song, and the joy 
that Capathia brings to it is 
infectious.”

The orchestra will be 
joined by a guest pianist 
and saxophones, complet-
ing the whole experience 
and transforming the Amp 
into a jazz club. 

“We’re going to have a 
whole rhythm section with 
piano, bass, guitar and 
drums, so we’re going to be 
swinging,” Chafetz said. “It’s 
going to add a completely 
different color to the en-
semble, and really get that 
color that all these arrange-
ments were so famous for.”

Robinson said there will 
be a recognizable tune on 
the program for everyone. 

“The music is familiar 
and people are going to be 
tapping their toes. If every-
one isn’t dancing out of the 
Amp at the end, then we’ve 
not done something right,” 

Robinson said. “I just think 
this is going to be one of 
the most memorable con-
certs of the season.”

The concert is bittersweet 
for the CSO, as it is their last 
of the condensed season. 

“It’s sentimental when 
this orchestra gets togeth-
er, and when we leave, be-
cause we’re like a family,” 
Robinson said. “It’s like 
saying goodbye to rela-
tives. But we never really 
say goodbye; we say, ‘See 
you next year.’ It’s the end 
in a way, but it’s also excit-
ing because it’s going to be 
a great concert.”

Chafetz said the CSO is 
both grateful and proud for 
what they accomplished in 
a season full of obstacles. 

“I feel thrilled as really 
my first official season as 
principal pops conductor 
here. I felt like we’ve had 
some pretty amazing per-
formances with two in-
credible films, and some 
beautiful opera,” Chaftez 
said. “To end with this it 
feels like a true triumph for 
us, especially after what 
we’ve been through, and 
the symphony in gener-
al having the opportunity 
with Rossen (Milanov) to 
make such beautiful music, 
with all that’s been going 
on in the world. It certainly 
gives us hope for the future. 
This was a really amazing 
season, and I feel so happy 
to have been a part of it.”

Her sermon titles include 
“The Wisdom in Creating 
and Creation,” “Feasting 
at Wisdom’s Table,” “The 

Challenge of Understand-
ing,” “Making the Most of 
Time” and “The Fierce Ur-
gency of Now.”

The guards at Azkaban 
Prison in the Harry Potter 
series are called “demen-

tors” and suck the soul out 
of people.

“That is very reflective 
of our culture,” Harper 
said. “I hear that a lot when 
working with people with 
dementia. It is in our lan-
guage; we call dementia 
the death that kills twice, 
first the mind and then the 
body. But that is a very du-
alistic view.”

She continued, “This du-
alistic view leaves us with 
a dehumanizing framework 
where people suffer abuse 
and neglect, lose friends 
and suffer loneliness at 
high rates. Whose soul 
is sucked away? Is it the 

people with dementia, or 
the broader culture that is 
not robust enough to allow 
their participation?”

Harper will bring some 
of her experiences to her 
sermons for Week Eight. 
Her sermons will explore 
the concept of wisdom 
from the lectionary read-
ings assigned for this week. 

“We tend to think of 
someone with wisdom as a 
singular genius or a guru on 
a mountaintop,” she said. “I 
think wise people live with 
compassion, in just rela-
tionship with others and 
the creation and confront 
their own assumptions.”

Harper’s work has ap-
peared in numerous pub-
lications, including The 
Kenyon Review, Catapult, 
HuffPost, North American 
Review, CALYX, the Journal 
of Religion and Abuse, and 
elsewhere. She received 
the New Delta Review Non-
fiction Prize in 2013 and 
the Orison Anthology’s 2017 
Nonfiction Award. She was 
named runner up for the 
Torch Prize in 2016. 

Her book On Vanishing 
is a nonfiction exploration 
of the dimensions of spir-
ituality, social justice and 
dementia and the week’s 
Chautauqua Literary and 

Scientific Circle pick. 
Harper received a Bar-

bara Deming Fund Grant 
for Women Writers for the 
project.

An ordained Baptist min-
ister, Harper completed her 
master of divinity degree 
at Wake Forest University 
and completed her chap-
laincy residency at Robert 
Wood Johnson University 
Hospital. She served as the 
nursing home chaplain at a 
retirement community in 
New Jersey for seven years. 

She is currently the Min-
ister of Older Adults at The 
Riverside Church in the 
City of New York. 
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HED: ‘Thurgood’ illuminates hidden story of American hero

PULL QUOTE: “All the stuff that’s in this show is stuff I wasn’t taught in school, but 
it’s definitely stuff I should have been taught. It’s talking about our American history 
and how we teach that history.” --Cooper Nickels

“That was my own preroga-
tive,” Nickels said. “I wanted 
to do it for Blood at the Root, 
but it was more complicat-
ed. With that show I didn’t 
have a lot (of) props to begin 
with, so sourcing all of that 
would have been way more 
time-consuming. I had more 
time with this show, because 
there were fewer props.”

With a show like Thurgood, 
there is an actual archive of 
his life and the possessions 
Nickels had.

“It’s such a specific peri-
od and such a specific per-
son that you can do a lot 
of really detailed research 
that I wasn’t able to do in 
the first couple of shows,” 
he said. “It’s cool to actual-
ly get to see research about 
Thurgood and see what 
kind of briefcase he car-

ried, or what kind of cane 
he carried specifically, so I 
could try to match those as 
closely as possible.”

Nickels got the chance to 
rent four leather chairs from 
the Robert H. Jackson Center 
in Jamestown. The center is 
about preserving the legacy 
of Jackson and the Supreme 
Court and teaching people 
about important court cases 
throughout history.

“I started trying to find 
(chairs) around here, and 
I’d posted on (social media) 
asking if anybody had any-
thing, and somebody just 
mentioned that they had 
some like that at the Jackson 
Center,” Nickels said. “I called 
them up and they were su-
per friendly and super help-
ful. They did have some that 
were really lovely (and) way 
nicer than anything I was 
ever going to be able to af-

ford. They were super excit-
ed about letting us borrow 
them and everything.”

Nickels believes there is 
something that every Chau-
tauquan will have never 
learned before in this show 
that they will have wished 
they had known sooner.

“I think people are going 
to really connect with this 
and enjoy learning about 
the history and the legacy,” 
Nickels said. “There are so 

many things that we owe to 
Thurgood that we don’t re-
ally know about. He did so 
much for ending segregation 
in schools and with all these 
monumental court cases that 
have had a really big impact. 
All the stuff that’s in this 
show is stuff I wasn’t taught 
in school, but it’s definite-
ly stuff I should have been 
taught. It’s talking about our 
American history and how 
we teach that history.”

It’s really an honor and a pleasure. I have such a reverence for Ella and for The Great American Songbook. Jazz music and this whole 
era means the world to me. I get to stand on their shoulders, and it’s really amazing.”

—CAPATHIA JENKINS

It’s talking about our American history and how we 
teach that history”

—COOPER NICKELS
Props director, 

Chautauqua Theater Company
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The Annual Chautauqua 
Property Owners Associa-
tion meeting is at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, immediately followed by 
the Chautauqua Institution 
Annual Corporation Meet-
ing, beginning at 10 a.m. 
The CPOA meeting will an-
nounce new board mem-
bers taking office on Sept. 1 
and recap accomplishments 
made over the last year, open 
to questions and answers. 

At the Chautauqua Cor-
poration Annual Meeting, 
Chautauqua Institution lead-
ership will review the Insti-
tution’s financial statements 
and corporation members 
will elect an individual to 
serve as a Class B trustee on 
the Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees.

The lone nominee on the 
ballot is Rick Evans, put for-
ward by the CPOA. 

“Like you, I love this place, 
I drive 3,200 miles every year, 
from and to San Antonio, and 
don’t begrudge a mile of the 
journey — as an attorney, I 

have the background to as-
sure any of your concerns 
are presented in a respect-
ful and compelling manner,” 
Evans wrote in a candidate 
statement. “I’m also commit-
ted to sharing meaningful 
information with you so your 
decisions and actions and in-
formed and fact-based.”

Paul Perry, CPOA presi-
dent, said Evans’ nomination 
was approved unanimously 
by the CPOA board.

“Our membership real-
ly looks for guidance with 
this as we have the power 
to nominate and elect,” Per-
ry said. “Fourteen people 
showed interest in the nom-
ination — Rick came out of 
that process, and we really 
think so highly of him.”

Additionally, the CPOA 
will host a POWR (Property 
Owners Who Rent) Recep-
tion at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 25, at the Athenae-
um Hotel porch. Attendees 
are encouraged to join the 
CPOA for an evening high-
lighting upcoming events 
throughout the 2022 season. 
The reception will feature 

a cash bar, light refresh-
ments and open dialogue 
with Emily Morris, Chautau-
qua Institution’s senior vice 
president and chief brand 
officer, who will be available 
to answer questions. While 
the reception is free for all 
CPOA members, registration 
is required for this event.

“We have customarily 
held about three informa-
tional meetings for POWR 
during the course of the 
summer, and we anticipate 
doing it again starting next 
year,” Perry said.

Following the CPOA Park 
Chats this past Wednesday 
highlighting speakers from 
the Colonnade such as Mor-
ris; Shannon Rozner, senior 
vice president of community 
relations and general coun-
sel; Amit Taneja, senior vice 
president and chief inclusion, 
diversity, equity and accessi-
bility (IDEA) officer; and John 
Shedd, vice president of cam-
pus planning and operations, 
the CPOA built upon its ef-
forts to reach out to the com-
munity to further understand 
thoughts and concerns.

“We wanted to open up the 
channels of communications 
about experiences this sum-
mer, creating focus groups to 
see what we need to survey 
our membership about,” Per-
ry said. “It’s another oppor-

tunity to sharpen up on the 
concerns of the residents, in 
great collaboration with the 
involvement of Erica Higbie, 
CPOA secretary, and with 
the Institution.”

The CPOA is also working 
on lighting on the grounds. 
The independent Chautau-
qua Utility District (CUD) 
purchased Institution street 
lights from National Grid a 
few years ago.

“A CPOA committee has 
worked together for the 
street lighting project, with 
some key lighting experts 
participating as well,” Perry 
said. “Over the course of the 
last 12 years, the committee 
has worked very hard on this 
project.”

Perry said street lights 
will be replaced with high ef-
ficiency LED lighting featur-
ing dark sky compliant fix-
tures, manufactured in Italy. 

“The project will pay for 
itself within three years,” 
Perry said. “We are sav-
ing a substantial amount 
of money with attractive, 
dark-sky-compliant lights, 
and we are looking toward 
working with property own-
ers to make houses more 
dark-sky-compliant as well.”

The CPOA is also looking 
to other upcoming projects, 
like providing higher-quality 
internet service.

CPOA to meet Saturday, announce new board
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The John T. and Katherine 
G. Bailey Family Fund pro-
vides funding for Sunday af-
ternoon’s performance with 
the Bill Charlap Trio.

Jack Bailey served in the 
U.S. Coast Guard from 1944 
to 1946, graduated from Har-
vard University in 1950 and 
attended graduate school at 

Columbia University. He re-
tired as chairman of a major 
public relations consulting 
firm in Cleveland and previ-
ously served as an executive 
with The New York Times. 
Jack was a trustee of Chau-
tauqua Institution from 1975 
to 1983. Kay was a graduate of 
Wells College and held a mas-

ter’s degree in library science 
from Case Western Reserve 
University. She worked for the 
Rockefeller Institute for Med-
ical Research in New York and 
volunteered for many years at 
the library of the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. 
She also served on the board 
of trustees of Wells College.

Bailey Fund provides for Bill Charlap Trio

C O M M U N I T Y
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Their Stories, 
Offstage
Chautauqua is a community that values enriching life through learning and opening audiences up to new ideas 

and experiences. One way Chautauquans accomplish this is by visiting the theater. But how did the seven young 
conservatory actors with the Chautauqua Theater Company come away from their time on the grounds? What 

were the experiences that shaped and enriched their lives this summer? Through a portrait series in Bratton Theater — 
which, due to COVID-19 safety regulations, was used solely as a rehearsal space for this season’s shows — these actors 
opened up about their experiences in Chautauqua, their goals for the future and how they’ll take the lessons they 
learned here into their professional lives.

“My time here has been 
revolutionary. 

… It’s definitely been 
empowering.”

“This was the summer I 
found myself as an actor.”

“Don’t forget to breathe.”

Christopher Portley attends Case Western Reserve 
University, where he is a rising junior in their Cleveland 
Playhouse master of fine arts acting program. After 
seeing his first play at a young age, he fell in love with the 
idea of acting, but “being from the South, and being from 
Texas, (acting) wasn’t the cool thing to do. So naturally, 
I kind of fought that urge.” His love for acting, however, 
overpowered any fear of not being “cool,” so he began 
acting in high school. “I love watching old movies, any 
type of movies, TV shows. I just love all of it. It keeps me 
inspired just to see the people who came before me, to 
see their trajectory and be inspired by their work and 
their storytelling.” 

As far as his time in Chautauqua, Portley said he’s 
“discovered that there’s a lot inside that I have to give 
and to share, and to trust it. That I don’t need permission 
from anyone to share that other than myself.” As he looks 
ahead to his goals for the next 10 years, Portley wants 
to perform in a Broadway show and to act in his first TV 
show or film. Separate from that, he always wants to find 
a way to give back to the next generation “whether I’m 
speaking to young audiences, or to that 14-year-old boy 
that thinks that it’s not ‘cool’ or possible, I want to give 
back in whatever way I can.”

Daphne Kinard is going into her second year at 
Columbia University’s master of fine arts acting 
program. Kinard has been acting for a long time, but 
this summer she finally had the time to explore what 
works for her as an actor. “What’s my technique? Who 
am I as an actor? What do I bring that other people 
don’t? I really felt encouraged and completely safe here 
to just explore what works for me.” She’s also learned a 
lot from her characters, from playing Asha in Blood at 
the Root to more light-hearted characters like Madame 
Pantalone and Tartaglia in Commedia, adding new 
pieces to her repertoire. As far as the next 10 years go, 
Kinard has big plans.

“I hope to get famous in the next 10 years. I think that 
that’s a good timeline to get famous. ... A nice off-
Broadway gig or a nice recurring role on a TV show out of 
school is the dream. … I just want to keep working up to 
continue being the little fish in the big pond. Every time 
I feel like, ‘Oh, I’ve got this,’ I want to put myself in a new 
arena to challenge myself.”

At just 20 years old, Walker Borba is going into his 
junior year as a theater major at Kenyon College. “Being 
younger than everybody else, I always wondered what 
the professional theater space was like. It’s been nice to 
be a part of a professional space with people who are in 
graduate programs and who are very serious, talented 
actors, and to not feel completely out of my depth. … 
So that’s been a super-cool feeling to be like, no, this 
is something I can feel confident at and that I could 
actually do if I wanted to.” 

Besides finishing college, Borba’s big goals for the next 
10 years span farther than just acting. “I would love to 
create some piece of entertainment where I have broad 
creative say in the direction and the writing of said 
piece, and maybe the performance. I’d love to do more 
directing, more writing and just to continue to act in 
things that I think are challenging and rewarding.”

PHOTOS AND WORDS BY 
KRISTEN TRIPLETT
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SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

The source for a writer’s 
inspiration can come from 
anywhere or anything. 
For Week Eight’s writ-
ers-in-residence for the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Cen-
ter, inspiration can be found 
through playing with pho-
nics and in a barroom box-
ing ring. 

The writers-in-residence 
will be giving a reading of 
their work at 3:30 p.m. EDT 
Sunday on the CHQ Assem-
bly Virtual Porch.

Jaed Coffin is Week 
Eight’s prose writer-in-res-
idence, and the author of 
Roughhouse Friday and A 
Chant to Soothe Wild El-
ephants. He is a regular 
contributor to Down East 
magazine and his work 
has appeared in The New 
York Times, Nautilus and 
The Sun, as well as The 
Moth Radio Hour and TED 
Channel. He has served as 
a fellow at the Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conference and 
currently teaches at the 
University of New Hamp-
shire.

Coffin will be reading 
from his memoir published 
in 2019. On the surface, 
the book is about the year 
he spent fighting in a bar-
room boxing show in Ju-
neau, Alaska. Eventually, he 
became the middleweight 

champion of the show, from 
which the book gets its title 
— Roughhouse Friday.

“It’s really about identity, 
ethnicity and the role that 
violence plays in allowing 
an individual to access of-
tentimes suppressed feel-
ings about cultural identity 
that get kind of erased by a 
dominant culture,” Coffin 
said about his book. 

In many ways, he finds 
that fighting in the barroom 
helped him work through 
confronting the reality that 
his origins grew out of a 
“regrettable conflict” in 
Southeast Asia. Though he 
grew up in Maine, Coffin’s 
father had been a soldier in 
the Vietnam War and met 
Coffin’s mother in Thailand 
while it was occupied by 
the United States. 

“The way that I under-
stood myself as an individu-
al was largely based on some 
really strange myths about 
not only Asian Americans 
and Southeast Asian people, 
but about what it meant to 
be a man, and inherited from 
my dad ideas about mascu-
linity,” Coffin said. “I went to 
Alaska hoping to figure that 
stuff out, maybe not totally 
aware of it.”

Despite his interlude as 
a barroom fighter, Coffin 
had wanted to be a writer 
since his high school years, 
when he read A Portrait of 
the Artist as a Young Man, 
by James Joyce. He found 
that while he did not un-
derstand a lot of the cul-
tural elements of the book, 
he identified with Stephen 
Dedalus. According to Cof-

fin, he read Dedalus as a 
young man “who was kind 
of alone, and wanted to 
claim his story.”

In addition to the read-
ing, Coffin will be teaching 
a workshop titled “Time 
and Memory, Memory and 
Time” over the course of 
the week about memoir 
writing and the importance 
of the relationship between 
time and memory. He will 
also be giving a Brown Bag 
at 12:15 p.m. EDT Friday on 
the Virtual Porch. 

The poet-in-residence 
for Week Eight is Dave 
Lucas. He is the author 
of a book of poems titled 
Weather, which received 
the Ohioana Book Award 
for Poetry. From 2018 to 
2019 he served as the Poet 
Laureate of Ohio, where he 
wrote a column called “Po-

etry for People Who Hate 
Poetry.” He is the co-found-
er of Cleveland Book Week 
and Brews + Prose at Mar-
ket Garden Brewery.

Lucas will be reading a 
mix of poems from Weath-
er, which contains works 
from the first 20 years of 
his writing career. 

According to Lucas, one 
of the easiest ways to dis-
tinguish what poetry does 
— especially in the 21st cen-
tury when many poets have 
stepped away from the tra-
ditional use of rhyme and 
meter —  is to think about 
its relationship to “ordi-
nary speech.” 

It’s an idea that he stole 
from his teacher Charles 
Wright, but both Lucas and 
Wright think that poetry — 
and by extension poets — is 
either trying to maximize 

or minimize the distance 
between itself and ordinary 
speech. 

In his own writing, Lucas 
works toward maximizing the 
difference between his ordi-
nary speech and his poetry. 
He was trying to use diction 
that pushed the English lan-
guage to its limits, specifical-
ly in terms of sound. 

“There’s a lot of big, dra-
matic continental clanging 
sounds in those poems,” 
Lucas said. 

Lucas will be giving a 
Brown Bag at 12:15 p.m. 
EDT Tuesday on the Virtu-
al Porch, as well as a work-
shop over the duration of 
the week. His workshop 
is titled “Verb, Pure Verb” 
where he wants to push 
writers to explore the full 
range of what poetic lan-
guage can be. 

Week 8 writers-in-residence Coffin, Lucas to give virtual reading

COFFINLUCAS

The way that I understood myself as an individual was largely based on some 
really strange myths about not only Asian Americans and Southeast Asian 
people, but about what it meant to be a man, and inherited from my dad ideas 
about masculinity. I went to Alaska hoping to figure that stuff out, maybe not 
totally aware of it.”

—JAED COFFIN
Prose-writer-in-residence,

Chautauqua Writers’ Center

chqdaily.com

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

BACK ISSUES 
OF THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY
If you would like any 
back issues of the 
Daily, please stop at 
the Daily Business 
Office in Logan Hall.
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L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday, Aug. 5, the 
10th annual Chautauqua 
Prize was awarded to Eula 
Biss for her book that exam-
ines capitalism, titled Hav-
ing and Being Had, in a vir-
tual ceremony on the CHQ 
Assembly Video Platform.

The event began with Matt 
Ewalt, vice president and the 
Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education, intro-
ducing The Chautauqua Prize. 
Ewalt said the Prize was cre-
ated in 2011, first awarded in 
2012 and that it was created 
to celebrate a “richly reward-
ing reading experience” for a 
published book of fiction or 
narrative nonfiction. 

According to Ewalt, a 
longlist of nominations 
is formed by a dedicated 
group of readers from the 
Chautauqua community 
from the pool of submitted 
books, which numbered 
over 208 this year. As a re-
sult of this process, no book 
is awarded the Prize with-
out careful attention and 
enthusiastic support from 
Chautauqua’s community. 

One of the readers from 
this year described Biss as 
a “provocative thinker, who 
has constructed a book 
about possessions, eco-
nomic systems, work, class 
and money that is lyrical in 
tone, and whose writing ‘en-
courages us to sit and think 
and uncomfortable psychic 
spaces,’ ” Ewalt shared. 

Sony Ton-Aime, the Mi-
chael I. Rudell Director of Lit-
erary Arts, then introduced 
the book by discussing its 
first line, which reads: “We 
are on our way home from 
the furniture store again.” 
The “we” in the sentence, 
Ton-Aime explained, is Biss 
and her husband. They could 
have been coming or going 
anywhere, but they went to 
the furniture store because 
their home dictated it. 

“They occupy the home, 
but they are at its service,” 
Ton-Amie said. 

This idea ties into the 
book’s themes of work and 
capitalism, and how own-

ership is supposed to add 
value to your life. However, 
according to Biss, value is an 
elusive concept. 

Chautauqua Institu-
tion President Michael E. 
Hill then remarked on how 
wonderful it was to see The 
Chautauqua Prize continue 
to grow each year, not only 
in the number of submis-
sions, but also in interest 
from the community as the 
number of Chautauquans 
interested in being readers 
for the Prize increases. Hill 
also remarked on the late 
Michael I. Rudell, who, along 
with his wife Alice, had in-
spired the Chautauqua Prize 
since its inception.

Hill then unveiled this 
year’s physical prize, an in-
terpretation of the book’s 
themes by the artist Danielle 
O’Malley, who is in residence 
at Chautauqua Visual Arts. 
According to Hill, O’Malley 
said she was inspired by the 
precarity of a system like 
capitalism that Biss discussed 
in her book. The sculpture is 
of a house, held together by 
knots that are meant to be 
representative of the author 
not only trying to care for 
her home, but how we are all 
tied together in a system that 
seems inescapable. 

Biss began her presenta-
tion by saying how honored 
she was to have received The 
Chautauqua Prize and how 
honored she was to see an-
other artist engage with the 
work in a deep and mean-
ingful way and interpret it 
through their own art. 

Biss said Having and Be-
ing Had was a particular-
ly difficult book for her to 
write, and revealed where 
the book first began to form. 
It comes from a passage in 
another of her books called 
On Immunity, which is about 
the politics of vaccination. It 
was the research for On Im-
munity that led her to think 
about how people’s relation-
ship to the current econom-
ic system affects their atti-
tude toward vaccination. 

She read an excerpt from 
a passage on autoimmunity. 
In this excerpt, Biss refer-
enced Karl Marx’s idea that 
“capital is dead labor that, 
vampire-like, lives by suck-
ing living labor and lives the 
more labor it sucks.”

She said in ancient Greece 
and medieval Europe, vam-
pires were depicted as suck-
ing the blood from sleeping 
people and spreading plague, 
but after the Industrial Rev-
olution, novels began to fea-
ture a new kind of vampire: 
The well-dressed gentleman. 
Biss referenced literary critic 
Franco Moretti, who said that 
what made Dracula terrify-
ing is “not that he likes blood 
or enjoys blood, but that he 
needs blood.” In the same 
way that Dracula is driven 
toward blood, the wealthy 
elite in America are driven 
toward capital, she said, and 
the average person is justi-
fied in feeling threatened, 
and drained, by the idea that 
their interests are secondary 
to corporate interests. 

“Capitalism has already 

impoverished the work-
ing people, who generate 
wealth for others, and capi-
talism has already impover-
ished us culturally, robbing 
unmarketable art of its val-
ue,” Biss read. “But when we 
begin to see the pressures of 
capitalism as innate laws of 
human motivation — when 
we begin to believe that ev-
eryone is owned — then we 
are truly impoverished.”

The idea that capitalism 
might be undermining peo-
ple’s trust in one another 
stayed on Biss’ mind and 
was the seed that sprouted 
into Having and Being Had. 
For her, it raised questions 
about how people internal-
ize the values and assump-
tions of their economic sys-
tem, and what the long term 
psychological and emotion-
al effects of capitalism are. 

“I wondered, how are we 
trained from an early age 
to see some of the tenets of 
capitalism as natural or im-
mutable, rather than seeing 
them as choices?” Biss said. 

To illustrate this point, 
Biss read an excerpt from 
Having and Being Had that 
features her son, Jay, who had 
started collecting Pokémon 
cards after being given two 
starter cards by another boy. 
Even though he doesn’t know 

anything about Pokemon, Jay 
soon wants more cards. They 
discover that a pack of them 
is $3 at the comic shop and 
that he can buy them with 
the money he gets from do-
ing chores. 

“What the cards cost has 
nothing to do with what 
they’re worth,” Biss read. 

The value of any given 
card was determined by a 
group of children who would 
gather on the asphalt of the 
school’s playground. Some 
cards are valuable because 
they are shiny, others be-
cause the Pokémon is pow-
erful. It is through the ex-
change of these cards that 
her son is beginning to learn 
the rules of capitalism.

“After Jay trades away 
his most powerful card for 
a less powerful card, I hear 
the babysitter asking him if 
he was a smart negotiator. 
She suggests that he might 
want to try to get more for a 
card like that next time,” Biss 
said. “Then he comes home 
with the entire collection 
of another boy, two years 
younger, who has traded it 
all for one card.”

Biss said that in her re-
search for the book, she 
read what are considered  
to be foundational texts 
in economics, which was 

a subject that she found to 
exist in the abstract, rath-
er than the concrete world 
we live in. This is why she 
wanted to ground her ex-
ploration of capitalism and 
economics in a series of 
observations from her dai-
ly life, like her son and his 
Pokémon cards. She de-
scribed it as working like an 
anthropologist, taking field 
notes on her own life. 

Biss wanted to examine 
what the current economic 
system was doing to peo-
ple’s relationships with oth-
er people. One of her prima-
ry concerns was looking at 
and thinking about how re-
lationships are undermined 
by capitalism. However, she 
also wanted to highlight all 
the ways that people find to 
build and maintain relation-
ships despite capitalism. 

“For me, that’s the part of 
this story that is exciting and 
full of promise — that this isn’t 
just a soul-crushing system 
in which we’re all doomed,” 
Biss said. “It’s a system that 
inspires people to endlessly 
come up with ingenious ways 
of finding their way around 
the pressures and the con-
straints that the system im-
poses on our daily lives.”

SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

L i t e r a r y 
arts con-
tests have 
been an an-
nual event 
at Chautau-
qua for over 
90 years 
and, even in 
the face of 
fully online 
p r o g r a m -
ming and a 
pandemic, 
cont i nued 
this year 
last Sunday 
via Zoom.

According to Bethanne 
Snodgrass, the event co-
ordinator for the Literary 
Arts Contest, the contests 
first began as a part of the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club 
but are now being run by 
the Friends of the Chau-
tauqua Writers’ Center. The 
contests have always been 
sponsored and administered 
by volunteer groups. 

There are two first place 
prizes in this contest, one for 
prose and one for poetry. The 
prizes are endowed through 
the Department of Education 
and are named in honor of 
two people who have had im-
portant roles in the history of 
the Writers’ Center. 

The first prize is the Mary 
Jean Irion Poetry Prize for 
Adult Poetry that is award-
ed to the first place winner. 
Irion was a poet, prose writ-
er, essayist and teacher who 
published four books over 
the course of her life. In 1988, 
Irion founded and served 
as the first director of the 
Writers’ Center. She and her 
husband, Paul, were known 
to house the writers-in-res-
idence in their home and 

worked to secure funding for 
the Writers’ Center. 

The judge for the Mary 
Jean Irion Poetry Prize was 
the Week Six poet-in-res-
idence George Bilgere. His 
poems have appeared in 
Poetry magazine, Kenyon 
Review, The Best American 
Poetry and The Georgia Re-
view. He has received the 
Midland Authors prize, the 
May Swenson Poetry Award, 
a Pushcart Prize, a Witter 
Bynner Fellowship through 
the Library of Congress, a 
Fulbright Fellowship, a Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts Grant and the Cleveland 
Arts Prize. He is the 2020 
winner of the Editors’ Choice 
Award in Poetry from New 
Ohio Review. He teaches at 
John Carroll University in 
Cleveland.

The second prize is the 
Charles McCorkle Hauser 
Prose Prize, which goes to 
the best adult story, essay, 
memoir or other example of 
strong, creative prose. Hauser 
was a foreign correspondent 
for United Press International 
and later was the editor of The 
Providence Journal, which is 
the oldest continuously pub-
lished daily newspaper in the 

United States. He joined the 
Writers’ Center Board in the 
early 2000s.

The judge for the Charles 
McCorkle Hauser Prose 
Prize was Susannah Felts, 
the Week Six prose writ-
er-in-residence. Felts is the 
co-founder and co-director 
of The Porch, a literary arts 
organization based in Nash-
ville, Tennessee. She has 
been awarded the Tennessee 
Arts Commission’s Individual 
Artist Fellowship in Fiction 
and the Tennessee Williams 
Scholarship to the Sewanee 
Writers’ Conference, as well 
as residencies at the Ragda-
le Foundation, the Virginia 
Center for the Creative Arts 
and the Hambidge Center 
for Creative Arts and Scienc-
es. Her work has appeared 
in publications like The Best 
American Science and Na-
ture Writing 2018, Guerni-
ca, Catapult, and The Oxford 
American. Her first book is 
This Will Go Down on Your 
Permanent Record.

This year, Snodgrass said, 
there were more submis-
sions in both the prose and 
poetry categories than there 
had been in previous years. 

In the prose category there 

were three honorable men-
tions: Tracy McKee for “Cap-
tain,” Kennetha Bigham-Tsai 
for “The House” and Cather-
ine Stratton for “Childhood is 
a Verb.” Erica Frederick was 
awarded second place for 
her work titled “This Is What 
I Know of You.” Frederick is 
currently a master of fine arts 
degree candidate in fiction at 
Syracuse University and was 
the 2019 VIDA Fellow for the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Festival, 
as well as communications 
consultant for Chautauqua’s 
African American Heritage 
House. Felts described her 
piece as “taut and surprising, 
with a beautiful turn toward 
the surreal.”

The winning piece was 
“The Importance of Run-
ning,” by Jody McClure. She is 
a recent graduate of the Es-
say Incubator at GrubStreet. 
In her writing she focuses on 
themes of grief, aging, queer 
life, nature and teaching. 
Felts said that she enjoyed 
the “sharp details” and how 
the “thoughtful reflection” 
draws the reader in more. 

For the poetry contest 
there were two honor-
able mentions: Kennetha 
Bigham-Tsai for “Earth” and 
Tracy McKee for “On Sell-
ing the House after Twen-
ty Years.” Bigham-Tsai also 
wrote the second place 
poem titled “How to Walk 
in Stilettos,” which was de-
scribed by Bilgere as “irre-
sistible” due to its “swagger, 
rhythm and humor.”

The Mary Jean Irion Poet-
ry Prize went to Faye Snider, 
for her poem “Cousin Lewie.” 
Snider is a retired therapist 
and has been writing poetry 
since her adolescence. She 
has completed a master of 
fine arts degree at the Sol-
stice Creative Writing Pro-

gram in creative nonfiction 
and has been at Chautauqua 
as a participant in the Road 
Scholar program for the past 
six seasons. Bilgere said he 
admired the poem’s “detailed 
and powerful imagery and the 
skillful way in which the poet 
places a powerful individual 
story against the sweeping 
backdrop of history.”

The awards ceremony 

concluded with the poetry 
honorable mentions, second 
place winner and first place 
winner all reading their 
works. This was followed by 
McClure reading her win-
ning prose piece. All honor-
able mentions and winning 
works in both the prose and 
poetry categories will be 
available to read in the Smith 
Memorial Library. 

FELTS

BILGERE

Chautauqua Prize winner Biss discusses ‘Having and Being Had’ in virtual awards ceremony

CHQ ASSEMBLY SCREENSHOT
Michael I. Rudell Director of Literary Arts Sony Ton-Aime talks with Eula Biss, The Chautauqua Prize-
winning author of Having and Being Had during a virtual ceremony Aug. 5 on the CHQ Assembly Video 
Platform.

Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ Center host virtual literary arts contests award ceremony

ZOOM SCREENSHOT
Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ Center literary contests coordinator 
Bethanne Snodgrass hosts the annual contest awards ceremony last 
Sunday via Zoom.

CHQ ASSEMBLY SCREENSHOT
The physical prize awarded to Eula Biss for Having and Being Had is 
a sculpture by artist Danielle O’Malley.



Page B4	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Weekend Edition, August 14 & 15, 2021

M U S I C

ZACHARY LEWIS
GUEST CRITIC

​​By no definition does the 
Amphitheater qualify as a 
chamber. Indeed, it’s the op-
posite of small.

Tuesday night, howev-
er, thanks to a few talented 
members of the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra, the 
grand old gathering place 
served quite admirably as a 
venue for chamber music.

Not just any chamber mu-
sic, either. Chamber music of 
the highest order. No matter 
that the Amp has no walls and 
a soaring roof. Playing works 
by Mozart, Strauss and Jessie 

Montgomery, the artists con-
vinced a crowd they were the 
king’s band and the Amp was 
an intimate drawing room at 
the royal palace.

For a listener accustomed 
to hearing the full CSO, the 
evening amounted to a real 
treat. The orchestra is un-
questionably an impressive 
force, but here was a chance 
to hear just the woodwinds 
and horns in their individual 
and collective glory.

They did not disappoint. 
Mozart and Strauss present 
no small challenges, but the 
CSO players hurdled them 
all with remarkable grace 

and sophistication. Music 
Director Rossen Milanov 
played a vital role, but in the 
moment, the conductor all 
but disappeared into read-
ings that were organic and 
profoundly collaborative.

Mozart’s Wind Serenade 
K. 388 was a model of clas-
sical virtue. The CSO nonet 
struck and maintained a 
perfect blend and balance, 
and the playing was never 
anything less than pris-
tinely articulate.

But this wasn’t some dry 
technical display. This was 
an insightful, expressive and 
often refreshingly playful 

reading, the sort of genu-
inely animated performance 
Mozart or any composer of 
the era would have loved.

One has to think Strauss, 
too, would have been 
pleased. The account of 
his Suite Op. 4 offered by 
13 members of the CSO 
Tuesday was right on the 
Straussian money, a perfor-
mance that boasted all of 
what distinguished the Mo-
zart along with even richer 
textures, dramatic pacing 
and bolder virtuosity.

Time and again, the artists 
under Milanov proved their 
Strauss bona fides. The fugal 

finale was a marvel of clarity 
and insight, but across the 
work, the group’s pacing was 
flexible, its dramatic sense 
keen. In its playing was real 
warmth and marvelous color, 
and while every member had 
flattering moments in the 
sun, the horns in particular 
came off in especially regal, 
golden light.

That would have been 
enough to send listeners 
home happy. The late addition 
of Montgomery’s “Strum,” 
however, made the program 
only slightly longer but sig-
nificantly more rewarding.

Woodwinds, of course, 
can’t strum. No, this was a 
piece for strings, specifically 
the CSO’s 2021 Diversity Fel-
lows: violinists Yan Izquier-
do and Scott Jackson; violist 
Edna Pierce, cellist Maxi-
miliano Oppeltz; and bassist 
Amy Nickler.

In this short but highly 
effective single movement 
clearly penned by a string 
player, the five artists took 
turns offering crisp pizzi-
cato support while the oth-
ers passed around bustling, 
folk-style melodies. Out of a 
few simple ideas, they made 
a lively, joyous occasion.

The performance was 
outstanding, the last mea-
sure or two a dapper re-
tort, but the true star of 
this particular show was 
the composer. Montgom-
ery is already quite ac-
complished, but if there’s 
any justice in the musical 
world, she’s still going plac-
es far beyond Chautauqua 
and the Amphitheater.

Zachary Lewis is a free-
lance journalist in Cleve-
land. He is the former classi-
cal music and dance critic of 
The Plain Dealer.

C S O  D I V E R S I T Y  F E L L O W S , W I N D  S E C T I O N  D E L I V E R  ‘C H A M B E R  M U S I C  O F  T H E  H I G H E S T  O R D E R ’

INSIGHTFUL & EXPRESSIVE

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above left, 2021 Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra Diversity Fellows open the show by performing Jessie Montgomery’s “Strum” Tuesday in the Amphitheater. Above right, Music Director Rossen Milanov 
conducts the winds section of the CSO during Mozart’s Wind Serenade in C minor Tuesday in the Amp.

R E V I E W
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V I S U A L  A R T S

JORDYN RUSSELL
STAFF WRITER

The Friends of Chautauqua 
Visual Arts will host a wide 
array of remarkable artists 
for the annual Art in the 
Park, featuring students 
from the CVA School of Art 
as well as artisans from 
across the region. The arts 
and crafts show will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday in Miller Park.

The open art fair will 
display more than 70 ven-
dor tables this year, high-
lighting everything from 
fine art to mosaics. The 
artwork for sale includes 
hand-dyed silk clothing, 
organic cosmetics, paint-

ings, ceramics, homemade 
soaps, embellished hand-
bags, fine jewelry, pieces 
made of up-cycled materi-
als and hallmark Chautau-
qua-themed trinkets.

The entrance fee for the 
event supports and provides 
scholarships for students at 
the CVA School of Art. Ev-
ery student was awarded a 
scholarship this year.

Belinda Rogers, member 
of the Friends of CVA Board 
of Directors, expressed her 
excitement ahead of the 
annual event. 

“I was a vendor at Art in 
the Park two years ago, it is 
just so great for the artists 
and students,” Rogers said. 

“We had so many vendors 
reach out over the pan-
demic, local and regional 
artists that really look for-
ward to this, as well as hav-
ing access to the Chautau-
qua community.” 

Each year, the annual 
market is planned for Sun-
day, when admission to 
the grounds is free to all. 
Chautauquans, as well as 
members of the surround-
ing community, are en-
couraged to attend.

“Unique to this year, 
there is only one Art in the 
Park event this summer, in-
stead of the usual two that 
we typically have through-
out the summer,” Rogers 

said. “So, we really encour-
age everyone to come out 
and see what Art in the 
Park has to offer.”

Wendy Cohn, a fused 
glass artist, has been par-
ticipating in the annual 
event for around 15 years, 

exhibiting earrings, pen-
dants, bracelets, dishes, 
napkin holders, nightlights 
and spoon rests, all made 
out of glass. 

“(I) look forward to see-
ing all the people who come 
to the event, especially 

with the camaraderie be-
tween fellow artists,” Cohn 
said. “I really enjoy sharing 
(my) work with folks, es-
pecially those who return 
each year, sharing their 
stories about their previ-
ous purchases.”

VISHAKHA GUPTA / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Chautauquans explore the stalls during the Art in the Park program, organized by Chautauqua Visual Arts and Friends of CVA, on July 7, 2019, in Miller Park.

One day only — CVA’s Art in the Park brings local, regional art to grounds
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“I re-learned to trust in my 
voice, imagination and intuition.”

“I’m responding from a 
more authentic place than I 
ever have.”

“It’s the beginning of a 
new phase of my life.”

“A journey that changed my 
heart, mind and soul.”

Rachael Fox is going into her fourth year of her acting master of fine 
arts at University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. She described 
her time in Chautauqua playing characters like strong-willed high 
school journalist Toria in Blood at the Root to mischievous and hungry 
Arlecchino in the improv show Commedia as “a wonderful, weird and 
wild ride of making theater with some rad artists.” Fox has her near 
future all planned out, with a few specific goals in mind: “I’m moving 
back to New York next year and would love to work in exciting and 
imaginatively rich theater and film/TV. I’d love to explore both the 
classics through new lenses and new works and find an awesome 
creative community of friends and collaborators to work and make art 
with. … And someone better cast me as the femme fatale in a new film 
noir, if they know what’s good for them.”

Malachi Beasley is a junior at the School of Drama at Yale University. 
His experiences as an athlete and from his time serving in the 
military shape how he approaches both life and acting. “(As an actor), 
I’m serving in a totally different way than I was in the military, which 
was just to protect. This role is to lift up and show people’s truths. 
So really, every day feels inspirational, because I’m around everyday 
people. Watching people live their lives is just so inspiring and 
listening to certain conversations gives me motivation to tell those 
people’s truth. And I really like to find the nuance in every character 
that I’m given so that then people can see themselves reflected 
back at them.” As far as his future goals, Beasley is confident that 
Chautauquans will see him on TV, in films and on Broadway. His 
main priority, however, is to be healthy, both mentally and physically. 
“I want to be mentally at a place where I feel like I could sustain 
myself and not be overworking. I don’t want to outwork myself; I 
want to work smarter, not harder. … I feel like I trust myself to know 
that I will go in the direction that my career has for me. But really, I 
just want to live a fruitful life.”

Justin Von Stein just finished his undergraduate degree 
at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, where he was 
a theater major. Von Stein was always involved in drama 
clubs and acting. 

“I’ve done other things, I’ve tried other things but nothing 
fills me up inside as much as acting does,” he said.

He’s felt that he’s done great theater at Chautauqua and 
being on the threshold of moving forward — whether that 
be to grad school or further out into the professional 
world — this is Von Stein’s moment where he feels his 
career as an actor has really become serious. Von Stein 
has humble goals for the next 10 years: “I’m going to 
try not to starve,” he said, “but really I just want to find 
success in this career, in this business, in this thing that 
I love to do. Success is not seeing my name on movie 
posters or anything — although that would be awesome 

— it’s just, you know, making enough money to survive 
doing this career path as an actor, for as long as it 
continues to fulfill me like it does.”

Jada Owens is in her last year of grad school at the University of 
California, San Diego, where she studies acting. Owens is excited 
to take what she’s learned here in Chautauqua into her final year of 
graduate school.

“I have been given such a great and beautiful opportunity to explore 
three different characters here, one being Raylynn (in Blood at 
the Root), who is and will always be in my heart, just because she 
provoked something in me that has caused me to stand proudly in 
my Blackness. And then also experiencing different facets of my 
Blackness in Commedia with Isabella and Dottore, has given me the 
freedom to use language in such a way that it is my own cadence, my 
own rhythm.” Taking what she’s learned here and going out into the 
professional world, Owens said her “goal and dream in the next 10 
years is to continue to tell stories that will provoke an audience to 
reflect on the decisions that they have made and the privilege that 
they have. I want to tell the stories that will continue to make them 
question what they can do as audience members to change this 
world for the better. … Alongside all of that, I really want to teach 
young actors, so that they can feel seen.” 

Their voices, strengthened
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KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Institution Director of Arts Education Suzanne Fassett-Wright leads a drumming class based on the Chautauqua Institution Arts Education School Residency program “Feelin’ the Beat” for the 
Yellow Room at the Children’s School Monday in the Jessica Trapasso Pavilion at Children’s School.

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
From left, Aiden Doyle Hersh, Sylvia Pearson and Eva Petrelli play the drums during the class.

Feelin’ the Beat
STAFF PHOTOS BY 

KRISTEN TRIPLETT 

Children’s School students got to drum along to popular 
music, take turns playing solos, and echo their classmates 
with call and response on Monday during a drumming 

class based on the Chautauqua Institution Arts Education School 
Residency program “Feelin’ the Beat” with Chautauqua’s Director 
of Arts Education Suzanne Fassett-Wright. For the students it was a 
chance to make some noise and have a great time, but the lesson is 
designed for more than just fun.

“Feelin’ the Beat,” a VSA Arts Connect All-Workshop/Residency 
program provided under contract with the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts, integrates music learning with social 
emotional skill development through drumming. 

The program is one of Chautauqua Institution’s Art Education 
school residencies, which are taught in local schools throughout the 
school year — programs that are supported by the Court Family 
Endowment, Paul and Marnette Perry, Mark and Patt Suwyn, and 
David and Nancy Moore. “Feelin’ the Beat” will be back in the 
classroom after the season as children return to school —online or 
in person — with a program specially adapted to school needs and 
safety protocols.

KRISTEN TRIPLETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above left, Lia Artz smiles while drumming along with the group. Above right, Fassett-Wright gestures for students to follow along. 

Director of Arts Education Fassett-Wright uses 
drumming to teach more than just rhythm
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Now is time to join movement toward beloved community, says Harper

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

“Four years ago, with a group of clergy, I stood 
off men with AR-14s for an hour before may-
hem broke out. We were in Charlottesville and 
confronted white nationalists,” said Lisa Sharon 

Harper. “This was a precursor to Jan. 6, 2021.” 
Harper preached at the 9 a.m. Friday worship service in 

the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “The Call to Beloved 
Community,” and the Scripture reading was Psalm 85:10-13.

Harper continued, “Clarity came into the world for me 
on the role of race in the world.” The death of Trayvon 
Martin in 2012 had been wearing on her. In 2013, his mur-
derer was found not guilty. For Harper, that clarified the 
central struggle about race and led her to try to under-
stand what might be needed to end the struggle. 

She began her exploration with the philosopher Plato in 
360 B.C.E. Plato defined race as the different metals found 
in human bodies. Some bodies had gold, some silver, some 
copper. “These metals determined how each person served 
society. I am not sure if there was a hierarchy, but race was 
meant to order society, and it became hierarchy,” Harper said.

Aristotle, a student of Plato, made hierarchy explicit, 
she said. “There was an explicit hierarchy, not based on 
skin color, but on other characteristics. Barbarians were 
created to be enslaved, those who were less intelligent 
were enslaved, and those who allowed themselves to be 
conquered were enslaved. The top of the hierarchy was 
white, male and able-bodied.”

Fast forward, she said, to the papal bull of 1454 issued 
by Pope Nicholas V that paved the way for the Doctrine of 
Discovery. The pope gave explorers the power to claim land 
and enslave the people they found there. The category of 
race moved from philosophy to religion and deemed some 
people civilized and some savages.

Another fast forward to Carl Linnaeus, who developed 
the taxonomy or classification for plants and animals. “He 
decided to classify humans, and at the top was white Eu-
ropeanus, then red Americanus, yellow Asiaticus and Black 
Africanus,” Harper said. “Then fast-forward to the United 
States Constitution, which said Black people were counted 
as three-fifths of a human for census purposes. In the first 
census, only whites were mentioned.”

She continued, “Everything revolved around whiteness. In 
the Immigration Act of 1790, those who wanted to be natu-
ralized citizens had to be white men of good character. Who 
could be enslaved? Anyone with an African for a mother.”

The 14th Amendment to the Constitution was a turning 
point, she said, because “for the first time the law declared 
that all people could be citizens and exercise dominion. 
Then the 15th Amendment said only men could be citizens.”

Harper told the congregation, “We are in a struggle for 
the soul of America, the way we govern this land and the 
way we move through the world. We are in a struggle for 
the soul of America, and I wonder, can we give all citizens 
the right to flourish? The day America decides to repair 
relationships, to open its arms to all to exercise dominion, 
then we will become a partner with God.”

She continued, “Right now is the time of reckoning. 
Within 24 years, people of color will be the majority in the 
population. Robert Jones, author of White Too Long: The 
Legacy of White Supremacy in American Christianity, did 
a survey through the Public Religion Research Institute, 
in which he asked people, ‘Do you long for the 1950s?’ The 
majority of white people, across the board, said yes. The 

vast majority of people of color said, ‘Hell no.’ ”
Harper reminded the congregation that the 1950s 

included redlining real estate so Black GIs could not buy 
homes — before the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights 
Act, before the Stonewall uprising and before the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

“When was the last time, the last era when white men 
entered a room or a place, they did not imagine that they 
should rule there?” Harper asked the congregation. “It 
was in Greece, almost 3,000 years ago. Europeans have no 
common memory of not ruling. We are in a new era and 
people of color make up the majority of the population of 
the world and in this nation they will be leading the coun-
try. We have two options: We can wage a war for suprema-
cy, or we can embrace the beloved community.”

Martin Luther King Jr. described the beloved community 
as a global vision, that all people would share in the wealth 
of the world. There would be international standards that 
would not allow hunger, poverty or homelessness. Racism 
would be replaced with sisterhood and brotherhood.

She said her book, Fortune: How to Repair the World 
that Racism Broke, will be coming out in February 2022 
and in its last chapter there is a call to truth, a call to 
repair the world, a call to beloved community. “This is 
our call. This is our call,” Harper said. “Will you join the 
movement toward the beloved community?” 

At the beginning of her sermon, Harper thanked the Seneca 
and Erie Nations, the Iroquois Confederacy for being stewards 
of the land and blessed their elders, past, present and emerg-
ing. The Rev. Paul Womack presided. Alison Marthinsen, who 
is involved in a ministry with the homeless in Toronto, read 
the Scripture. For the prelude, Joshua Stafford, who holds 
the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist and is director of 
sacred music, played Prelude and Fugue in C Major, by Johann 
Sebastian Bach. Members of the Motet Choir sang “Mercy and 
Truth are Met,” with music by Ned Rorem and words from 
Psalm 85:10-13. The postlude was Toccata from Symphony No. 
5, by Charles-Marie Widor. The Alison and Craig Marthinsen 
Endowment for the Department of Religion provided support 
for this week’s services and chaplain.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Lisa Sharon Harper, founder and president of Freedom Road, delivers her sermon, “Four Words that Change Everything,” last Sunday in 
the Amphitheater. 
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Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults
APYA, founded 16 years ago, is 
designed to reflect the efforts 
and mission of the Depart-
ment of Religion by teach-
ing young adults about the 
shared heritage of the Abra-
hamic traditions. Program-
ming has been suspended 
until the 2022 season.

Baha’i Faith
The Baha’i Faith community 
of Chautauqua will resume 
its programming in 2022.

Baptist House
Chautauqua Baptist House 
will not be holding program-
ming on the grounds this sea-
son due to COVID-19. Please 
refer to the Facebook page for 
information about the Baptist 
House, located at 35 Clark.

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
A service of Blessing and 
Healing will be held at 10 a.m. 
weekdays in Randell Chapel 
at UCC Society Headquar-
ters. This service provides a 
few quiet minutes in a very 
busy schedule. COVID-19 
protocols observed.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Masses this weekend are at 
5 p.m. Saturday and at noon 
Sunday in the Hurlbut Church 
sanctuary at 21 Scott. Masses 
are held at 8 a.m. and noon 
weekdays in the Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd. Priests in residence this 
week are Fr. Francis Gargani, 
a member of the Evangeliza-
tion Team of the Redemptor-
ists East Coast Province, and 
Fr. Robert J. Perelli, president 
of the Center for Family Sys-
tems Theory of Western New 
York in Buffalo.

Chabad Jewish House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads the Shabbat service 
at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday 
at ZCJH, 23 Vincent. The 
Torah reading is Shoftim 
(Deuteronomy 16:18). A Kid-
dush follows at 12:15 p.m. 
Shabbat ends at 9:05 p.m.

Vilenkin presents “Mai-
monides — Principles of Faith” 
from 9:15 to 10 a.m. Monday at 
the ZCJH and also via Zoom. 
Visit www.cocweb.org to log 
in to classes. This class is 
not an exposition but rather 
an expedition into Judaism’s 
13 principles of the faith. No 
membership, background or 
affiliation required.

Chautauqua Dialogues
Chautauqua Dialogues was 
established as an oppor-
tunity for meaningful en-
gagement and conversation 
within the context of the 
Chautauqua weekly theme in 
an informal and small group 
setting. The Dialogues will 
resume in the 2022 season.

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion is from 
8:30 to 8:35 a.m. weekdays 
around the Peace Pole in 
the Hall of Missions Grove.

Christian Science House
“Soul” is this week’s sermon at 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service 
in the Chapel at the Christian 
Science House. The Reading 
Room is open to everyone 
24/7 for reflection and prayer. 
The Bible lesson, “Mind,” may 
be read along with current 
and archived copies of Chris-
tian Science periodicals and 
access to church-based re-
sources on the computer.

Disciples of Christ
The Rev. Linda McCrae, se-
nior pastor of Central Chris-
tian Church in Indianapo-
lis presides at the 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Communion service 

at the Disciples of Christ 
Headquarters House, 32 
Clark. The Communion med-
itation, “Transformed by the 
Renewing of Your Minds,” is 
based on Romans 12:1-2. 

Ecumenical Community of 
Chautauqua
Monday Brown Bag will re-
sume in 2022.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
The Rev. Tom Broad, a retired 
priest in the diocese of West-
ern New York, presides at the 
celebration of the Eucharist at 
7:45 and 9 a.m. Sunday in the 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. 
A service of spoken Compline 
is held at 9:30 p.m. Sunday in 
the chapel. The chapel is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days for prayer and medita-
tion. Anyone wishing to visit 
Jared Jacobsen’s final resting 
place in the Columbarium is 
welcome to stop by the chap-
el during these hours.

Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
“Incitement” (2019; 123 min-
utes; Hebrew with subtitles) 
is a psychological thriller 
that chronicles the polit-
ical and personal motiva-
tions behind Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s assassina-
tion. The Jewish Film Series 
can be viewed online from 2 
p.m. Sunday through 5 p.m. 
Friday on assembly.chq.org.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting 
nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off at any time at the Scott 
entrance of Hurlbut Church, 
where the door will be un-
locked all season.

Hebrew Congregation
Rabbi Frank Muller, rabbi 
emeritus of Congregation 
Rodef Sholom in Youngstown, 
Ohio, leads the Hebrew Con-
gregation Sabbath Morning 
Service from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday in the Hurlbut Sanc-
tuary. Andrew Symons from 
Tonawanda, New York, is the 
cantorial soloist. A Kiddush 
lunch follows. The Hebrew 
Congregation Shirley Lazarus 
Sunday Speakers Series pres-
ents David Levy, professor of 
music at Wake Forest Univer-
sity and pre-concert lecturer 
for the Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra, at 7 p.m. Sun-
day in Smith Wilkes Hall, on 
“Rescue, Restoration, Revival: 
Austrian-Jewish Musicians 
after 1938 and the Work of 
Exil-Arte.”

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Lunch is served from 11:45 
a.m. to 1:15 p.m. weekdays 
and a turkey dinner from 5 to 
7 p.m. Thursdays at Hurlbut 
Church. Proceeds benefit the 
ministries of Hurlbut Church. 
Meals are eat-in or takeout.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church 
Worship Service
A service of meditation, 
Scripture, prayer, songs and 
Communion is held from 
8:30 to 9:15 a.m. Sundays at 
Hurlbut Church.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck Chap-
el at 39 Pratt is open to all for 
prayer and meditation from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. For more 
information, consult http://
iokds.org.

Islamic Community
Jum’ah, the Friday Muslim 
communal prayer, is tradi-
tionally held every Friday in 
the Hall of Christ. This ser-
vice will resume in 2022.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

See INTERFAITH, Page C5



Weekend Edition, August 14 & 15, 2021	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Page C5

R E L I G I O N

Labyrinth
Chautauquans have an op-
portunity to walk the Laby-
rinth, located next to Turner 
Community Center just north 
of the parking lot. The Laby-
rinth is always open for quiet 
meditation. Bring your gate 
pass. Norma and Wally Rees 
will resume their orientation 
— which includes a brief his-
tory of the uses of the Laby-
rinth — in the 2022 season.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Godfred Effisah, 
pastor at Zion Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Millersburg, 
Pennsylvania, presides at the 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
in the Lutheran House. Linda 
Radtke from Middlesex, Ver-
mont, is the vocal accompa-
nist. Masks are required for 
those not vaccinated. The 
Lutheran House is located on 
the Brick Walk at 25 Peck.

Mystic Heart Meditation
Larry Terkel leads a session 
on Kabbalah in Judaism from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays in 
the Marion Lawrence Room 
in Hurlbut Church, second 
floor. Enter via the side door 
on Scott. An elevator is avail-

able. Carol McKiernan leads 
Centering Prayer from 7:30 
to 8:30 a.m. Saturday in the 
Marion Lawrence Room in 
Hurlbut Church. Consult 
http://themysticheart.org/
index.html for information.

Presbyterian House
The Rev. Henry G. Brinton, 
pastor of the Fairfax Pres-
byterian Church in Fairfax, 
Virginia, presides at the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning worship 
in the Presbyterian House. 
His sermon title is “Jesus the 
Stranger, Guest and Host,” 
based on Luke 24:13-18, 28-35. 
Brinton holds degrees from 
Duke University and Yale Di-
vinity School. He is the au-
thor of The Welcoming Con-
gregation: Roots and Fruits 
of Christian Hospitality and 
City of Peace, a murder mys-
tery with spiritual themes.

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, chapel attendance is 
open only to Chautauquans 
who have been vaccinated 
and their unvaccinated chil-
dren under the age of 12.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)
The Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) meets 
for worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday at the new Quaker 

House at 28 Ames. Vacci-
nations are required for all 
entering the House. 

Unitarian Universalist
The Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship of Chautau-
qua holds a service at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday in Smith Wilkes 
Hall. For information about 
the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship at Chautauqua, 
please refer to https://www.
uufchautauqua.org/.

United Church of Christ
The Rev. Quinn G. Caldwell, 
former pastor and now stay-
at-home dad, leads worship 
at 9 a.m. Sunday in Randell 
Chapel at the UCC Head-
quarters. His sermon “Bones” 
is based on Ezekiel 37:1-14. He 
will explore human’s place 
in the billions-of-years-long 
scheme of things and wheth-
er homo sapiens are the only 
hominids God has loved. Ruth 
Becker provides music for the 
service. Caldwell has served 
churches in the Boston area  
and Syracuse, New York.

Taizé & Tea is at 7 p.m. 
Monday in the Randell Chap-
el of the UCC Headquarters. 
This quiet, prayerful and 
brief Taizé worship of song 
and candle is followed by a 
time of tea and conversation.

United Methodist
The Rev. Debra Dickerson, 
the pastor of St. Elmo United 
Methodist Church in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, leads 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday worship 
service in the United Meth-
odist House Chapel. Her ser-
mon title is “God Feeds Us.”

All are welcome to stop by 
the porch each day for coffee 
between the morning wor-
ship and 10:30 a.m. lecture.

If you would like to pre-
order a lunch for the noon-
time Tuesday Chaplain’s 
Chat, stop by the house or 
call 716-357-2055.

Unity of Chautauqua
The Rev. Barbara Williams, 
a retired senior minister of 
Unity of Port Richey, Florida, 
leads the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
service in Hurlbut Church, 
on Zoom and via Facebook 
Live (details at www.unity-
chq.org). Her message is titled 
“Delighting in the Sabbath.” 
Williams explores why our 
culture supposes that action 
and accomplishment are bet-
ter than rest and  why doing 
something — anything — is 
better than doing nothing. 
Unity holds Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
weekdays in the sanctuary of 
Hurlbut Memorial Church.

INTERFAITH
FROM PAGE C4

The Margaret Miller New-
man Fund for the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra, 
the Jane Robb Shaw Hirsh 
Endowment and the Eliza-
beth Elser Doolittle Endow-
ment Fund for Adult Pro-
gramming, all funds held 
by the Chautauqua Foun-
dation, provide funding for 
Saturday evening’s CSO 
performance of “The Great 
American Songbook with 
Capathia Jenkins” with Stu-
art Chafetz conducting.

Margaret Newman, who 
died in 1981 at the age of 93, 
was a granddaughter of Lew-
is Miller. She served as histo-
rian of the Smith Memorial 
Library at Chautauqua and 

was prominent in historical 
and preservation societies 
at Chautauqua and in West-
ern New York. She was a 
member of the Chautauqua 
County Historical Society, 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
and the Chautauqua Liter-
ary and Scientific Circle. She 
was active in the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club, the Associa-
tion of American University 
Women Reading Group, the 
Mayville Tuesday Club and 
the Mayville Grange, as well 
as the board of the Charles 
Edison Fund. In her earlier 
years, Newman conducted 
an interior decorating busi-
ness in Cleveland.

Jane Hirsh, a 1937 gradu-

ate of Vassar College, spent 
most of her adult summers 
at Chautauqua, where she 
raised her four children and 
exposed them to all of Chau-
tauqua’s unique offerings. She 
was an active member of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Her first husband, 
Walter C. Shaw Jr., was chair-
man of the board of trustees 
of the Institution from 1963 to 
1970, and served on the Chau-
tauqua Foundation board for 
many years. The Jane Robb 
Shaw Hirsh Endowment was 
established upon her death 
in 2001 from a Charitable Re-
mainder Trust she had cre-
ated during her lifetime. The 

fund may support a different 
element of the Chautauqua 
program each summer. Her 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Gayle and Andrew Camden, 
are active members of the 
Chautauqua community and 
are members of the Eleanor 
B. Daugherty Society.

Elizabeth Elser Doolittle 
established her fund in 1972. 
At her death, the trustees of 
the Elizabeth Elser Doolittle 
Charitable Trusts added to 
the fund. Doolittle was a res-
ident of Buffalo, at the time of 
her death, but was born and 
raised in Milwaukee. She was 
a member of the Uihlein fam-
ily, which controlled the Jos. 
Schlitz Brewing Company.

Newman, Hirsh, Doolittle funds support Saturday’s CSO, Chafetz,  Jenkins
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THE BIG SHOT
 DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR

School of Dance students perform “When We Gathered Beneath the Big Sky,” choreographed by Joseph 
Jefferies, with music by Aaron Copland, during their Student Gala last Monday in the Amphitheater. Their 
season continues this week, with a Gala set for 8:15 p.m. Monday in the Amp — another opportunity for the 
young dancers to take Chautauqua’s biggest stage, and for the audience to see the country’s best rising talent.
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MILESTONES
IN MEMORIAM

Nan Johnson
On Wednesday, Aug. 4, 
2021, Nanette “Nan” John-
son passed away peacefully 
at her home in San Diego, 
due to complications from 
metastatic breast cancer at 
the age of 62. 

Nan was the type of per-
son that touched people 
and people’s lives. Anyone 
that came in contact with 
her felt a special connec-
tion with her. She was kind, 
compassionate, thoughtful 
and loved life.

Nan was born on Dec. 5, 
1958, in Rocky River, Ohio, 
to parents Hal and Aggie 
Fausnaugh. She studied 
liberal arts at the College 
of Wooster in Ohio and re-
ceived her master of busi-
ness administration from 

the Monterey Institute of 
International Studies in 
Monterey, California (now 
Middlebury Institute of In-
ternational Studies). 

She dedicated over 30 
years in the medical field 
in San Diego at a variety 
of institutions, from small 
private practices to large 
medical centers. Nan was 
the executive director for 
five years at the innovative, 
integrative health center 
of the Chopra Center for 
Wellbeing. 

For the last 16 years of 
her career, Nan found her 
calling in hospice and end-
of-life care. She aspired to 
be a leader who inspired 
and provided clear direc-
tion. Nan and her spouse 
Connie Villa were togeth-

er for 26 years and shared 
love for their dogs, travel, 
photography, meditation, 
writing and for supporting 
philanthropic causes. 

Through it all, Nan had a 
lifelong passion to explore 
spirituality in its various 
forms and took workshops 
and retreats with differ-
ent wisdom teachers. Her 
book, Legacy of Love, is a 
culmination of what she 
learned along the way. 

Nan is survived by her 
spouse, Connie, and their 
dog Gus, Nan’s sister Janine 
(Bob) Obee of Chautauqua, 
New York; nieces Courtney 
(Damian) Delaunay, Karina 
(Brian) Dolan, Kristen (Keith) 
Barnet and Marisa (Jindra) 
Skruzny; nephews Perry 
(Kim) Obee and Christopher 
(Olga) O’Brien; as well as 
great-nieces and -nephews. 

This loving family and 
wonderful friends stood by 
Nan and Connie through 
thick and thin. 

Connie would like to 
thank UCSD — Breast Health 
Center Team for the ded-
icated and compassionate 
work they did while Nan was 
under their care all these 
years. Similarly, words can-
not express how thankful 
Connie is to LightBridge 
Hospice and Hospice of 
Chautauqua for the excep-
tional care Nan received 
with them. 

It was a true blessing to 
have such heartfelt compas-
sion and care with these or-
ganizations.

A private Celebration of 
Life is scheduled for Sep-
tember. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations can 
be made at LightBridge 
Hospice, Cancer Research 
Institute, Sonoma Ashram 
and Chautauqua Hospice 
and Palliative Care.

Alyce Caroline Milks
Alyce Milks, age 85, passed 
away in Orlando, Flori-
da on Oct. 27, 2020. Alyce 
was born on April 24, 1935, 
in Ossining, New York, to 
Ethelyn and Albert Bergu-
son, the middle of three 
daughters. She grew up 
in Elmira, New York, and 
earned an education degree 
in home economics from 
Oneonta College in 1956.

In 1958, Alyce married 
Don Milks and they em-
barked on a life together 
in Tucson, Arizona.  Alyce 
worked for Sears as Don pur-
sued an engineering doctor-
ate. Their son, Andrew, was 
born in 1965 in Tucson, and 
their new family soon moved 
to Ada, Ohio, as Don had ac-
cepted a professorship at 
Ohio Northern University. In 
1967 their second son, Wes-
ley, was born. 

It was in Ada where Alyce 
became actively involved in 
her community. 

During her 35 years in 
Ada, Alyce volunteered for 
many activities at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church and in 
Ada schools, and she worked 
at the Ohio Northern book-

store. She was also involved 
with PEO and Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Perhaps her greatest and 
most challenging job was 
raising Andy and Wes to be-
come self-reliant young men 
by teaching them how to 
cook, clean and do laundry. 

Besides Ada, Chautau-
qua, New York, held a spe-
cial place in Alyce’s heart. 
She and Don were the host 
and hostess at Alumni Hall 
in the ‘70s and ‘80s, and Al-
yce was an active member 
of the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club as well as the Fire Aux-
iliary. Alyce also enjoyed in-
teracting with the youth of 
Chautauqua as a Children’s 
School bus monitor for sev-
eral years. 

On Tuesdays, you would 
often find Alyce helping to 
prepare and serve lunches 
at Hurlbut Church. Besides 
helping out in many ways, 
Alyce loved attending the 
cultural and spiritual events 
that Chautauqua had to of-
fer, and spending priceless 
time with her family. 

In 2000, Alyce and Don 
started to spend their win-
ters in sunny Florida. They 
spent many years on Trea-
sure Island, taking full ad-
vantage of beach living, be-
fore moving closer to Wes 
and his family in Orlando.

Alyce is survived by her 
sisters, Alma Schroeder 
and Lynne Richardson, her 
sons Wes (Marni), and Andy 
(Chris), and her four grand-
children: Jacob, Edison, 
Alyson and Robb. She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Donald Milks.

Alyce will be remem-
bered for her calming, qui-
et demeanor, dedication to 
family, friends and commu-
nity, and her gentle spirit. 
Currently Alyce has donat-
ed her body to the medical 
students of the University 
of Central Florida. 

Her final resting place 
will be with Don at the 
Chautauqua Cemetery. Me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Straight Street, 
a faith-based food minis-

try serving the homeless 
in Orlando (http://www.
straightst.org/giving), and/
or the Chautauqua Fire De-
partment Auxiliary, P.O. Box 
224, Chautauqua, NY, 14722.

Becky Sharp
Lucille (Becky) Becker 
Sharp was born on Feb. 1, 
1927, and passed away on 
Feb. 23, 2021. Becky was 
born in Erie, Pennsylva-
nia, and enjoyed growing 
up there with many friends 
and activities. 

She attended and gradu-
ated from Muskingum Col-
lege in New Concord, Ohio. 
She met her husband of 51 
years, Don Sharp, years at 
Muskingum. 

They raised four chil-
dren, Bill, Jim, Judy and Bob, 
living in the Cleveland area 
and a short three years in 
Wilmette, Illinois.  Her son 
Bob passed away in 1985. 
Her husband Don passed 
away in 2001. Becky mar-
ried Bob Walker in 2015. 

Becky loved traveling 
the world and also visiting 
Chautauqua, New York, in 
the summers. She will be 
remembered as having a 
very generous and fun lov-
ing spirit. She loved her 
four granddaughters, An-
nie Calhoun, Laura Ohms, 
Jill Sharp and Christine 
Sharp, and recently, her 
two great-grandsons, 
Calan and Solly, and two 
g r e at-g r a n d d au g ht e r s , 
Maya and Lainie. 

Becky will always hold a 
special place in the hearts 
of her children, grand-
children and now her 
great-grandchildren, who 
called her Gigi.

Memorial Service was 
held on Feb. 28, 2021, at St. 
Mark’s Village-Chapel. Do-
nations to honor Becky can 
be made to: Northwood 
Presbyterian Church 2875 
FL-580, Clearwater, FL, 
33761 or Presbyterian As-
sociation of Chautauqua, 9 
Palestine Ave, Chautauqua, 
NY, 14722. Call 727-796-
8090 or email steward-
ship@northwoodpc.org.

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

SOCIAL 
MEDIA
Keep up with the 2021 
season at The Chautauquan 
Daily in words, photos, 
audio and video through our 
social platforms. 

/chqdaily

@chqdaily

@chqdaily

Add your posts to the 
conversion using #CHQ.

chqdaily.com
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C O M M U N I T Y

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
CORRESPONDENCE FROM OUR READERS

TO THE EDITOR:
Week Seven has been thought-provoking and coura-

geous in its interrogation of our economic principles. We 
have reconsidered how we define “essential” character-
istics of the economy, in part a recognition of essential 
workers, many in low-wage jobs, who have sustained us 
throughout the pandemic. Our afternoon speakers have 
spoken about the need for dignity in work, and a society 
that pursues justice and well-being for all workers. 

While this topic has many dimensions, all fascinating 
to explore through lectures and discussion, I fear we 
as a community have a disconnect between theory and 
practice — namely, the frequency with which staff here 
at Chautauqua have faced rude, disrespectful and even 
threatening behavior. This assessment comes from both 
personal witness on my part and far too many anecdotes 
from trusted friends who serve on staff here. I am horri-
fied that at Chautauqua, of all places, we seem to need a 
reminder that verbal disrespect toward anyone, particu-
larly those making a living by attending to our demands, 
is utterly unacceptable. Whether you are motivated by a 
belief in the word of God, that all people are holy, or by a 
secular attachment to the values of peace and kindness, it 
would behoove us all to make sure we live by those lovely 
sounding ideals in the way we treat every person — on the 
grounds, at its gates, and beyond.

AMY SCHILLER
27 LONGFELLOW, 2D

TO THE EDITOR:
My wife Phyllis and I have been coming to Chautauqua 

for 45 years. We love this place.
Chautauqua is famous for its “traditions,” one of which is 

complaining (in Yiddish, kvetching). I don’t know any true 
Chautauquan who hasn’t been dissatisfied with the admin-
istration, the program, the weather, et cetera. 

Instead of complaining, we should all be thankful we 
made it here this year. This season has not been without its 
flaws, but on the whole, it’s pretty, pretty good. 

Kudos to the 18th president and his staff. 
SHEL SELIGSOHN

24 ROBERTS

TO THE EDITOR:
Congratulations to the creative staff of the Institution 

for giving us a wonderful summer experience. It was almost 
normal. There were many great lectures and a wonderful 
selection of classical music programs. I especially applaud 
the evenings featuring sections of the Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra (winds, brass, strings) as a clever response to 
COVID-19 limitations and bottom-line considerations. For 
next year I have only one major request: Please reinstate 
Friday morning lectures. For many Chautauquans, both long-
term and weekly, these lectures (and the CSO) are the heart 
of the season, and to lose one-fifth of these stimulating verbal 
offerings is a huge disappointment. Please bring them back. 

NANCY BECHTOLT
17 ROBERTS

TO THE EDITOR:
Next year will be my 40th summer at Chautauqua, and 

I have finally found a way for Chautauquans to collectively 
solve our societal inequities. Instead of bringing back the 
same hackneyed, politically driven lectures in 2022, dump out 
your wallet, cash out your IRAs, sell the family cottage, and 
write one big check to U.S. Department of Treasury, memo: 
Gifts to the United States. Put your money where your mouth 
is and help make my 40th season the best one yet! 

MIKE AUGHENBAUGH
48 JANES

TO THE EDITOR:
For 80 years, the first thing I do when I come to Chau-

tauqua is go down to the Point by the Miller Bell Tower. As 
a girl, I claimed a “seat” in the old willow tree, looking out 
across the lake with a sense of eternity. As a young adult, 
it provided romantic experiences with special someones. 
As an adult, I went there each morning for meditation and 
spiritual direction. So imagine my distress to find the Point 
covered with chairs occupied by people eating and drink-
ing. The Point is a sacred place, for me personally and for its 
historical significance within the Institution. But it does not 
feel sacred anymore.

ELLIE CASTLE
10 BLISS

TO THE EDITOR:
The programming that Chautauqua and the African 

American Heritage House have presented this season 
has been so informative and enlightening. As an ESL 
teacher and volunteer, I know how the stories and con-
tributions of immigrants and refugees could also enrich 
the programming at Chautauqua. Those who serve them 
would also be an interesting resource. All the current 
and future diverse additions contribute so much to 
Chautauqua’s mission.

JOJO MUIR
27 LONGFELLOW

TO THE EDITOR:
Since 1946, I have spent my summers at Chautauqua 

and watched her go through many transitions. This 
summer, several things have troubled me, such as hiring 
so many vice presidents while the streets (like Pratt) are 
in dreadful disrepair; paying for a “traditional gate pass” 
but being charged extra for standard events, reducing 
the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra size for perfor-
mances and shortening the symphony season; selectively 
closing off various outdoor venues; not providing life-
guards for the beaches; trying to navigate a very convo-
luted, unfriendly website, et cetera. The final straw was 
the recent “diva drag show.” How is mockingly objec-
tifying women in a crass drag show any different from 
the now-repugnant minstrel shows of yesteryear? Why 
was our president, who should be exhibiting respectful 
behavior, an attendee? 

Chautauqua has always maintained a certain decorum 
which, from my perspective, was shattered by presenting a 
tasteless, loud drag show in our elegant 1881 Victorian Ath-
enaeum Hotel. For these reasons, I will not be donating to 
the Bestor Society this year, and will be revising my estate 
plans if my concerns are not addressed.

CAROLINE VAN KIRK BISSELL
22 EMERSON

TO THE EDITOR:
I remain concerned that the group Advocates for Balance 

at Chautauqua invited Cal Thomas to speak earlier this sum-
mer. The group talks of wanting a “balance of speakers in a 
mutually civil and respectful environment” to “enhance civil 
dialogue … educate and enlighten.” “Unity, not divisiveness.”

But Mr. Thomas is none of the above. The Washington 
Times in 2008 reported that Mr. Thomas stated, regard-
ing Muslim immigrants: “If they are Muslim, they will 
be allowed to worship only in existing mosques. No new 
ones should be built. Existing mosques must be moni-
tored to make sure hate is not taught. ... If such behav-
ior and speech are detected, the mosques should be 
closed and the imams arrested or deported.” In 2016 he 
repeated this call. And in 2009, The Washington Times 
reported his words: “Pressure is building to put female 
sailors on submarines, along with gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender people, presumably. That many het-
erosexuals find homosexual behavior immoral and not 
conducive to unit cohesion is of no concern to the social 
wrecking crew.” Regarding Obama’s re-election: “Neither 
should it be seen as an invitation to give blanket approval 
to homosexuality, considered by some to be against the 
best interests of the people who practice it as well as the 
nations that accept it.”

Collective punishment of one religion is not part of 
Western justice, and the words regarding military cohesion 
are the same used after World War II with the integration 
of the armed forces, and later when women were allowed to 
serve. It was wrong then, as it is now. Both are hate speech, 
which has no place on our grounds. ABC needs to find voices 
that are civil and respectful. This is not a new problem. In 
2018, I objected to language by a speaker invited by a similar 
group who used words such as “empty suit, idiot, moron” 
to make points against people who didn’t agree with him. 
When I spoke up at the Q-and-A, about half of the audience 
applauded. Chautauqua is a very rare jewel, and that is open 
polite communication and respectful exchange of ideas and 
opinions. ABC must not be able to pollute our waters. We 
need to speak up.

STEWART PRAVDA
NEW YORK CITY, NY

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY
LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s signature including name, address 
and telephone number for verification. Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be 
published. 
Submit letters to:		  Sara Toth, editor 
				    stoth@chq.org 
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/14
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Difficulty Level 8/13

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT NEXT SEASON

Antique kitchen stove. Detroit 
Jewel. 1920’s white enamel 
716.672.2564 Fredonia, NY $300 
or best offer

The Edmond E. Robb-Wal-
ter C. Shaw Fund and the 
Randell-Hall Memorial 
Chaplaincy provide funding 
for this week’s chaplain, the 
Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper. 

The Edmond Robb-Wal-
ter C. Shaw Chaplaincy was 
established in the Founda-
tion by Walter C. Shaw Jr. 
and Jane Robb Shaw Hirsh 
in memory of their par-
ents, Dr. and Mrs. Edmond 
E. Robb and Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter C. Shaw Sr.

Dr. Robb, the father of 
Mrs. Hirsh, was a Presby-
terian minister who served 
the Central Presbyteri-
an Church of McKeesport, 
Pennsylvania, for 25 years 
after earlier service in Phil-
adelphia and Chicago. While 
in Pittsburgh, he headed 
the Presbyterian Synod of 
Pennsylvania, actively work-
ing in legislative rulings of 
the church body. Mrs. Robb 
was active with youth choirs, 
women’s missionary circles 
and was a national Regent of 
the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 

Both Dr. Robb and Mr. 
Shaw Sr. were active in the 
Boys Club of McKeesport 
and the McKeesport Hos-
pital. An active Methodist 
layman, Mr. Shaw Sr. was 

one of the cofounders of 
the G.C. Murphy Company 
in McKeesport. He strong-
ly believed in Chautauqua’s 
ideals, providing college 
scholarships for highly moti-
vated, less privileged youth. 

His wife, Una Virginia, 
devoted time to women’s 
activities of the Methodist 
Church and was particu-
larly interested in church 
music. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw 
Sr. visited the Institution 
frequently. Mr. Shaw estab-
lished a tradition of philan-
thropy which has been car-
ried on by his children and 
grandchildren to this day.

The Randell-Hall Memo-
rial Chaplaincy was estab-
lished by Mrs. E. Snell Hall 
of Jamestown to honor two 
important Jamestown resi-
dents who played active roles 
in the life of Chautauqua. 

The Rev. Dr. Alfred E. 
Randell, Minister Emeritus 
of Jamestown’s pioneer First 
Congregational Church 
served as director of reli-
gion at Chautauqua for 14 
years beginning in 1943. 

In the fall of 1946, the 
Randells moved to Chau-
tauqua from New York City 
to devote full time to his 
duties here after resigning 
his three-year position in 

New York as assistant su-
perintendent of the New 
York State Congregational 
Churches. Randell first came 
to the area in 1917 to serve as 
pastor of the pioneer First 
Congregational Church. 
He served the Jamestown 
church until 1944, the lon-
gest service by any minister 
to that congregation, and 
was named Minister Emeri-
tus upon his retirement. 

Born in Brighton, En-
gland, in 1877, Randell stud-
ied at Chicago Theological 
Seminary from which he 
received his bachelor of di-
vinity degree. While serv-
ing at churches in the Chi-
cago area, Randell received 
his doctor of divinity de-
gree from the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary of 
Naperville, Illinois. He was 
in Naperville when a del-
egation of members from 
the Jamestown church 
heard him speak, resulting 
in his call to the Jamestown 
church. Randell died on 
Oct. 2, 1962. 

E. Snell Hall, the hus-
band of the donor of the 
Randell-Hall Chaplaincy, 
is the second person for 
which the fund is named. 
A former Chautauqua In-
stitution trustee, Hall was 

born in Kiantone, New 
York, in 1873, the son of 
the Rev. Elliott C. and Tir-
zah Snell Hall. During his 
lifetime, Hall served as an 
important philanthropist 
and charitable leader in the 
Jamestown area. Hall began 
his career as a university 
teacher after his gradua-
tion from Amherst College. 
In his first position, Hall 
taught chemistry at Cor-
nell University. Four years 
later, he received a doctor 
of philosophy degree from 
Johns Hopkins University. 
He was appointed research 
assistant at the University 
of Chicago where he re-
mained until 1906 when he 
accepted the position of 
acting assistant professor 
of chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Washington, Seattle. 

He returned to Am-
herst to teach from 1907 
to 1912, after which he was 
called home to Jamestown 
to assume his ailing fa-
ther’s business interests. In 
Jamestown, Hall served as 
chairman of the executive 
committee of the board 
of the Bank of Jamestown, 
and as a director of Mar-
lin-Rockwell Company, a 
division of TRW. Hall died 
on March 31, 1965.

Diane M. Carlson supports 
Saturday evening’s perfor-
mance with the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra in 
loving memory of her late 
husband, William (Bill) Pat-
tinson Freyd, who passed 
away in August 2020.

Diane and Bill were long-
time Las Vegas residents, 
spending part of their time 
in Bemus Point, New York. 
The couple had been com-
ing to Chautauqua together 
for over 35 years, enjoying 
the arts and culture that 
the Institution boasts. Di-
ane continues to reside in 
Las Vegas and spends part 
of her time in Bemus. 

Bill had a successful ca-
reer as an entrepreneur and 
businessman, founding IDC, 
LLC, in 1974 and growing it 
into one of the largest fund-
raising consulting firms in 
the country. He went on 
to serve as the chairman 
emeritus of Catapult Fund-
raising until 2020. In 2007, 

Bill partnered with Robert 
Sterling to found SFS En-
tertainment and produced 
12 Broadway shows in Las 
Vegas. The productions in-
cluded A Chorus Line, Cab-
aret, Annie, Annie Get Your 
Gun, and The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas. 

Bill had a love for the-
ater that went far past the 
production side. He revisit-
ed acting in Las Vegas after 
pursuing it as a young man 
in New York City, becoming a 
proud member of the Screen 
Actors Guild and staring in 
commercials and shows. 

From the age of 7, Bill 
had an affinity for classical 
music, traveling to Chicago 
frequently to listen to the 
Symphony Youth Concerts 
throughout his childhood. 

His love for classical mu-
sic only strengthened with 
age, leading him to find a 
variety of ways to contrib-
ute and be involved in the 
community. Bill served as a 
chair of the Las Vegas Phil-
harmonic board, and he 
and Diane sponsored many 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra performances in 
the past, with Bill’s favorite 
always being the Fourth of 
July concert. 

Through heavy involve-
ment in this community, Bill 
and Diane developed a strong 
relationship with Stuart 
Chafetz, Chautauqua’s prin-
cipal pops conductor and the 
conductor of Saturday’s CSO 
performance. 

Bill considered Stuart a 
dear friend, making Diane’s 
contribution to sponsor a 
concert conducted by him 
in Bill’s memory that much 
more meaningful.

Robb-Shaw, Randell-Hall funds underwrite Harper

In memory of Freyd, Carlson supports CSO

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For   

August 14, 2021
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua Corporation 

will be held Saturday, August 14, 2021, beginning at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, New York.  
At that time, the Corporation will review the 

Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to serve 
as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the 
Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s 

audited financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/
about/board-of-trustees/

2021 Class B Trustee Nominee: George (Rick) Evans
Nominee Statement made be found at:  https://chq.org/about/

board-of-trustees/annual-corporation-meeting/

POP-UP THEATER The Absolute 
Brightness of Leonard Pelkey 
Monday, August 16, 5 p.m. Smith 
Wilkes Hall Mike Thornton por-
trays 9 characters in this 70-min-
ute play, written and originally 
performed by James Lecesne, 
the academy award winning play-
wright responsible for The Trevor 
Project an American nonprofit 
organization founded in 1998, 
focused on suicide prevention 
efforts among lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender, queer, and 
questioning youth. Sponsored by 
LGBTQ and Friends and Friends 
of Chautauqua Theater

Beautiful 1928 brick colonial 
located at 3419 Old Fluvanna 
Road. Nice, large family home. 
7BD/5.5BR, open staircase to 
the third story, about 4500 
square feet, 1 acre lot. $425,000. 
716-338-5152

Solid cherry Crawford five-piece 
queen bedroom set. Dresser, mir-
ror, chest, nightstand, four-poster 
bed. $950. 716-969-4110

HELP WANTED

Resident Assistant Innkeeper to 
assist in managing a small histor-
ic inn located on the grounds 
during the 2022 Chautauqua sea-
son. Must be a people person 
with the ability to climb stairs and 
carry objects weighing up to 20 
pounds. Small efficiency room, 
parking, gate pass and paid hours 
per week. Interested parties reply 
to ggtichell@gmail.com.

SERVICES
HEADSHOT HEADQUARTERS 
- REASONABLE. Call 732-272-
5510 for your sitting.

Modern circa 1991, centrally 
located in CHQ. First floor 1 bed-
room/1 bath, WiFi, cable, shared 
W/D. (309)287-2367 Janellac@
aol.com

Modern circa 1991, centrally 
located in CHQ. Lovely spacious 
2 bedroom/2 bath 2nd floor apart-
ment. 24 years off-season rental 
history. Water, heat, WiFi, cable, 
shared W/D, three houses from 
both lake and Pratt, GARAGE, 
balcony, king/queen beds (Great 
Mattresses). (309)287-2367 
Janellac@aol.com

16 Wiley. Spacious 3-story house 
near lake and Children’s School. 
6-bedrooms, 5-baths, W/D, 
cable, WIFI. No Pets, smoking. 
Contact: Luisa Hunnewell. 917-
378-2498 lhunnewell@willow-
ridge.com. Weeks 1-9, 2022

OFF-SEASON RENTALS

FOR SALE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

chqdaily.com

FOR RENT



Weekend Edition, August 14 & 15, 2021	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Page D5



Page D6	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Weekend Edition, August 14 & 15, 2021

P R O G R A M

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 14

7:00	 (7–11) Farmers Market

7:30	 (7:30–8:00) Centering Prayer. 
Mystic Heart Community 
Meditation. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan. Donation. Marion 
Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00	 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

9:00	 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00	 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association (CPOA) Meeting. Hall 
of Philosophy

9:30	 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Rabbi Aaron Bisno 
and Susan Goldberg Schwartz. 
Kiddush lunch to follow. Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

9:30	 Chabad Jewish House 
Community Shabbat Service. 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Kiddush 
to follow at 12:15 p.m. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

4:00	 THEATER. Thurgood. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred 
tickets or reserve 6-person lawn 
pods at tickets.chq.org, or by 
visiting Ticket Office.) Talkback 
to follow. Performance Pavilion 
on Pratt

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA CONCERT. “The 
Great American Songbook.” Stuart 
Chafetz, principal pops conductor. 
Capathia Jenkins, voice. 
Amphitheater

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO 
SUBSCRIBE?          
Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks or a full 
season delivered directly to your 
Chautauqua residence. Not on 
the grounds? Call the Daily at 716-
357-6235 to get your subscription 
through the mail. 

Su
SUNDAY

AUGUST 15

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30	 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

9:00	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

9:00	 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00	 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00	 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:30	 Services in Denominational 
Houses

9:30	 Unitarian Universalist Service. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

9:30	 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Quaker House. 
28 Ames

9:30	 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:45	 Unity Service. Hurlbut Church

10:15	 Sunday School. Ages 3–11. 
Children’s School

10:45	 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON. “The 
Gift of Wisdom.” The Rev. Lynn 
Casteel Harper, minister of older 
adults, The Riverside Church in the 
City of New York. Amphitheater

11:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Jumbo 
games. All ages. Bestor Plaza

11:00	 (11–4) Art in the Park. Miller Park

11:30	 (11:30 until sold out) Chicken 
Barbecue Dinner. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Volunteer 
Fire Department Auxiliary.) Fee. 
Chautauqua Fire Hall

12:00	 (12–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

12:00	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church

12:00	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 

CANCELED

to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:00	 (12–4) Flea Boutique Pop-Up 
Jewelry Sale. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Shoppers limited to 12 at a time in 
15-minute increments. CWC House

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:00	 CLSC Young Readers. This poem 
Is a Nest by Irene Latham. Hultquist 
Porch

1:00	 Porch Chat. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.)
Athenaeum Hotel Porch

2:00	 (2–4) Jewish Film Series 
(Sponsored by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center) “Incitement.” 
Streaming through Friday, August 
20. CHQ Assembly (assembly.chq.
org) 

2:30	 SPECIAL. Bill Charlap Trio. 
Amphitheater

3:30	 LITERARY ARTS. Writers’ Center 
Reading. Dave Lucas, poetry; 
Jaed Coffin, prose. CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch (porch.chq.org) 

4:00	 (4–5) New Visitor Information 
Session. Hultquist Center

4:00	 THEATER. Thurgood. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred tickets 
or reserve 6-person lawn pods at 
tickets.chq.org, or by visiting Ticket 
Office.) Performance Pavilion on 
Pratt

5:00	 Open Mic. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Visit www.chq.org/fcwc for 
more information. Zoom

6:30	 LGBTQ and Friends Meet and 
Greet. Athenaeum Hotel porch

7:00	 Palestine Park Program.  
“A Journey Through the Holy Land 
in the Time of Jesus.” Palestine 
Park

7:00	 Hebrew Congregation Shirley 
Lazarus Sunday Speaker Series. 
“Rescue Restoration, Revival: 
Austrian-Jewish Musicians after 
1938 ad the Work of exil.arte.” Dr. 
David Levy, professor of music, 
Wake Forest University; program 
annotator and pre-concert lecturer, 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

8:00	 SACRED SONG SERVICE. 
Amphitheater

8:45	 (Dusk) Chautauqua Cinema 
Under the Stars. “Warm Bodies.” 
(PG-13 – Zombie Violence, Some 
Language) Weather permitting. 
Athenaeum Hotel Lawn

chqdaily.com
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