
In virtual Brown Bag, Lucas to share importance of embracing poetry in everyday life  | Page 2

The Chautauquan Daily
Tuesday, August 17, 2021  T H E  O F F I C I A L  N E W S P A P E R  O F  C H A U T A U Q U A  I N S T I T U T I O N

chqdaily.com
Chautauqua, New York

75¢
Volume CXLIV, Issue 45

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 78° L 66°
Rain: 58%
Sunset: 8:15 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
H 77° L 67°
Rain: 58%
Sunrise: 6:28 a.m. Sunset: 8:13 p.m. 

THURSDAY
H 77° L 66°
Rain: 50%
Sunrise: 6:29 a.m. Sunset: 8:12 p.m. 

www.chqdaily.com

LAURA PHILION
COPY & DIGITAL EDITOR

Political analyst 
Norman Ornstein 
knows firsthand 
how badly the sys-
tem can fail.

Ornstein’s son, 
Matthew, died ac-
cidentally in early 
2015 after a long struggle 
with serious mental illness. 
Since he was in his 30s, his 
parents had no legal control 
over him — unable to help 
their son through his refus-
al of treatment and anosog-
nosia (inability to recognize 

how sick he was), 
Matthew’s parents 
watched their son 
suffer until his un-
timely death.

“Our mental 
health system is bro-
ken,” Ornstein said.

Ornstein, a senior 
fellow at the Amer-

ican Enterprise Institute, 
and his wife, Judy Harris, 
founded the Matthew Harris 
Ornstein Memorial Foun-
dation. Its aim is to honor 
Matthew’s legacy and to 
advocate for mental health 
reform. Harris is working to 

change the standard 
for treatment, so 
cases like Matthew’s 
are actionable while 
would-be patients 
are still able to be 
helped.

“Often, you lit-
erally have to have 
a gun at your head 
or a knife at someone else’s 
throat,” Ornstein said, “or 
you can’t qualify.”

At 10:30 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater, Ornstein, 
former National Institute 
of Mental Health Director 
Thomas Insel and Associ-

ate Administrative 
Judge of the Elev-
enth Judicial Cir-
cuit Court Steven 
Leifman will have a 
joint discussion on 
the state of mental 
health treatment 
in the U.S., with an 
emphasis on cri-

sis response and reshap-
ing care for the seriously 
mentally ill. Their talk is 
the second of Week Eight’s 
Chautauqua Lecture Series, 
themed “The Human Brain: 
Our Greatest Mystery,” and 
can also be viewed online 

through a subscrip-
tion to the CHQ As-
sembly Video Plat-
form. Ornstein will 
also lead a master 
class, “The Threats 
to American De-
mocracy,” at 10:30 
a.m. Friday at Smith 
Wilkes Hall.

“When you change the 
way the police deal with 
those with serious mental 
illnesses,” Ornstein said, 
“you can change how they 
operate in general.”

Insel, who was the director 
of NIMH for 13 years, stepped 

down in 2017 to move 
to the private sector. 

“I wanted to move 
out of academia,” he 
said. “I’d been think-
ing a lot about im-
pact — our science … 
was stunning, mov-
ing at a ridiculously 
exciting pace.”

At the same time, he 
said, suicide rates were 
skyrocketing. The mental 
health of the nation was 
declining. He couldn’t make 
sense of it.

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

Nobody knows what 
happens to us when 
we die, but Bruce 
Greyson, through 
research and ob-
servations spanning 
a half-century, may 
have a decent guess  
at least of what happens right be-
fore death. 

Greyson’s March 2021 book, After: 
A Doctor Explores What Near-Death 
Experiences Reveal about Life and 
Beyond, presents his findings from 
the last 50 years. It is also the focal 
point of his Interfaith Lecture at 1 
p.m. today in the Amphitheater, part 
of Week Eight’s theme, “The Human 
Soul: Our Ineffable Mystery.”

At first, Greyson was skeptical of 
any such experience. He had grown 
up in a scientific household with a 
materialistic, tangible perspective 
on the world.

“When I started my psychiat-
ric training, I started meeting psy-
chiatric patients who described to 
me things like leaving their bodies 
when they were close to death, and 
seeing things accurately from that 
perspective,” Greyson said. “That 
just made no sense to me at all. I as-
sumed they were hallucinating.”

Then, Greyson’s colleague, Ray-
mond A. Moody Jr., published Life Af-
ter Life, which coined the term “near-
death experiences.”

These stories sounded familiar to 
Greyson.

“I realized these stories I was 
hearing from my patients were a 
part of a huge phenomenon that’s 
occurring around the world,” he said. 
“That meant we should try to study 
them, not ignore them.”

Thus began his own personal ex-
ploration of near-death experiences. 

“The more cases I collected, the 
more unexplainable they seemed to 
me,” he said. “I started trying to make 
sense of them all. Fifty years later, I’m 
still trying to make sense of it.”

He knew one thing for certain: The 
materialistic mindset he grew up with 
and took to college was no longer plau-
sible, at least in this endeavor. 

In panel discussion, Ornstein, Insel, Leifman to speak on treatment, 
response to mental illness in justice system; what reforms are needed

University of 
Virginia scholar 
of near-death 
experiences 
Greyson to share 
findings from 50 
years of research

See GREYSON, Page 4

See MENTAL HEALTH, Page 4
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EDITOR

Bill Charlap and Renee Rosnes had been married for 
three years when they released their album Double 
Portrait  — a collection of piano duets, featuring cov-
ers from the American songbook, lesser-known jazz 
pieces and one original composition from Rosnes 
herself: “The Saros Cycle.”

“The melody has a very cyclical feel to it, almost 
an expansive sound,” Rosnes told NPR’s “Weekend 
Edition” when the album was released in 2010. “I was 
looking for a title that reflected something in the cos-
mos and came across the Saros Cycle, which refers to 
the cycle of eclipses.”

The piece was written for two pianos — the en-

tirety of Double Portrait is for duo pianos — fitting 
for two of the most acclaimed jazz pianists in the 
industry. And it’s a song, Charlap told NPR, that he 
loves playing with Rosnes.

“It’s so connected in terms of the melody and the 
harmony,” he said. “They’re so welded together, and 
there’s such an organic feel to it. It feels so expansive, 
and when we play on this together, we really impro-
vise at the same time.”

Fresh from his Sunday afternoon Amphitheater 
performance with the Bill Charlap Trio, Charlap will 
again take the stage, this time with Rosnes, at 8:15 
p.m. tonight in the Amp for an evening of songs from 
Double Portrait. 

D O U B L E
P O R T R A I T

See ROSENES/CHARLAP, Page 4
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L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

Story Time Near the Smith
Children and their families are invited to Story Time at 
10:30 a.m. today on Bestor Plaza (weather permitting). 
Stories are designed for ages 3 to 5.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Join Natalie Francois at 7:30 a.m. today at Smith Wilkes 
Hall for a An Early Morning Bird Walk. Then, at 2:30 p.m. 
today join Nick and Sandi Stupiansky for a Garden Tour of 
the Discovery Garden. Meet under the four white pillars at 
the entrance to the large garden north of the Main Gate.  

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Chautauqua Women’s Club hosts Chautauqua Speaks 
at 9:15 a.m. today at the CWC House. Emálee Sanfilippo 
will present “Women Who Do Things: The Political Equal-
ity Crusade of Chautauqua County’s Common, Country 
Women.” Bring your own lawn chair or blanket.

Duplicate Bridge is at 12:45 p.m. today at the CWC 
House. Proof of vaccination and masks required.

Properties for Sale open house
Looking to buy? Stop by the Visitors Center (Post Office 
Building) to pick up the list of properties for sale that are 
hosting an Open House today.

Authors’ Hour
At 12:15 p.m. EDT Thursday on Zoom, Henry Danielson (The 
Island People series) and Lara Lillibridge (Girlish: Growing 
Up in a Lesbian Home) will read from their work for Au-
thors’ Hour. For more information, visit chq.org/fcwc.

Community Drop-Ins 
Amit Taneja, senior vice president and chief inclusion, di-
versity, equity and accessibility (IDEA) officer, will hold 
Community Drop-In hours from 2 to 3 p.m. today under 
the blue tent on Bestor Plaza (corner of Pratt and Miller 
by Smith Memorial Library). All Chautauquans are invited 
to drop by to ask questions and share ideas about creat-
ing a more inclusive and welcoming Chautauqua. Ques-
tions and comments will be gratefully received on a first-
come basis. Feel free to bring a chair.

New Play Workshop staging
Chautauqua Theater Company holds a New Play Work-
shop reading of Rebecca Oaxaca Lays Down a Bunt, by 
Kristoffer Diaz, at 4 p.m. Wednesday at Smith Wilkes Hall.

Chautauqua Lecture Series update
Due to significant family health risk, Thursday’s speaker for 
the Chautauqua Lecture Series, Nita Farahany, will deliver 
her lecture and participate in live audience Q-and-A from 
her home location. The program will be broadcast into the 
Amphitheater at the regular time of 10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
and available to view live and on-demand on the CHQ As-
sembly Video Platform. The program will be moderated on 
the Amp stage by Chautauqua President Michael E. Hill and 
Matt Ewalt, vice president and Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education. Farahany is a professor of law and phi-
losophy at Duke University, as well as the founding director 
of Duke Science & Society, Chair of the Duke Master of Arts 
in Bioethics & Science Policy, and principal investigator of 
SLAP Lab. Her lecture will examine the ethical implications 
of new developments in neuroscience and technology.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Poet-in-residence Lucas to discuss embracing 
poetry in everyday life in virtual Brown Bag
SARAH VEST
STAFF WRITER

Poetry is a method 
of expression that 
can be used by ev-
eryone for a variety 
of different purpos-
es, both recreational 
and commercial.

Dave Lucas is the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center 
poet-in-residence for Week 
Eight. He is the author of a 
book of poems titled Weath-
er, which received the Ohioa-
na Book Award for Poetry. He 
is the co-founder of Cleve-
land Book Week and Brews 
+ Prose at Market Garden 
Brewery. From 2018 to 2019 
he served as the Poet Laure-
ate of Ohio, where he wrote 
a column called “Poetry for 
People Who Hate Poetry.”

The column that Lucas 
wrote while he was the Poet 
Laureate of Ohio is where he 
draws the inspiration for his 
Brown Bag, which he will be 
giving at 12:15 p.m. EDT to-
day on the CHQ Assembly 
Virtual Porch. 

He wrote 16 installments 
in the series and is going 
to select a few of them to 
highlight during the Brown 
Bag because he thinks they 
outline how he “fell in love” 
with poetry, both as a read-
er and a writer. Lucas finds 
that there tends to be a stig-

ma around poetry 
— a stigma he thinks 
stems largely from 
how it is taught. 

Lucas said other 
art forms like paint-
ing, or playing an 
instrument, require 
some sort of equip-
ment in order to 

create them; but others, like 
dance and poetry, only need 
the human body in order to 
create the art. Even though 
poetry is often circulated on 
the page or on the screen, Lu-
cas thinks that it is also expe-
rienced through the body. 

“One of the things that I 
hope to do is to remind us 
that we live in language ev-
ery day. We are always mak-
ing art out of this (language),” 
Lucas said. “Poetry is sort of 
a natural extension of that.”

In his opinion, poetry — 
particularly in this era of po-
etry where typical literary 
devices like rhyme or meter 
aren’t frequently used — is 
either trying to maximize 
or minimize the difference 
between itself and “ordinary 
speech.” To Lucas, “ordinary 
speech” is the language we 
use everyday. 

In his own work, Lucas 
tries to maximize the differ-
ence between ordinary lan-
guage in his poetry by focus-
ing on how the poem sounds. 

In his book Weather, he said, 
there are lots of big, dra-
matic, continental clanging 
sounds. In his more recent 
work, he tries to be more 
deliberate and focus on the 
use of more simple rhymes 
and meters as a way to try 
and push the connection be-
tween poetry and song. 

When he first began writ-
ing, Lucas said he was drawn 
to the idea that poetry of-
fered wisdom or truth about 
the world. However, the more 
time he spent reading and 
writing poetry, he came to 
realize that poets don’t know 
more than anyone else about 
what it means to live a life. 
According to Lucas, what po-
ets do is “put our not knowing 
into language in a way that 
sort of makes it musical.”

“I came to poetry looking 

for big answers, and when I 
didn’t find them, at least I was 
able to stay for the pleasure 
of using this language that we 
treat so often as an ordinary 
instrumental tool … (into) 
an instrument that we play 
to hear the pleasure of the 
sound of it,” Lucas said. 

Lucas hopes that by 
talking about what people 
can gain from reading and 
using different approaches to 
writing, he can help the peo-
ple who want to be able to 
write poems to put into their 
loved ones’ birthday cards, as 
well someone who is trying 
to get published. 

“I’m not sure that any-
one’s going to get any specif-
ic craft lesson from it,” Lucas 
said. “I think of it more as 
the craft of living a life that 
has poetry in it.”

LUCAS

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

PEO Reunion Tuesdays 11:45 a.m.
Sharon Thawley’s home 
at 22 Vincent. Bring bag 
lunch.

Sisters

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 

in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for 

$10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BULLETIN
BOARD

NOTICE OF PRESENTATION 
ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION 

ARCHITECTURAL AND LAND USE 
REGULATIONS

Chautauqua community members are invited to a presentation on 
proposed edits to the Institution’s Architectural and Land Use (ALU) 
regulations at 9 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, in Smith Wilkes Hall. Bob 
Jeffrey, chair of the Board of Trustees’ Architectural Review Board, 
and John Shedd, vice president of campus planning and operations, 
will review the highlights of the proposed edits and respond to 
questions.

The document containing proposed edits is available to view at 
chq.org/arb

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY
LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s signature including name, address 
and telephone number for verification. Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be 
published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 

@chqdaily

One of the things that I hope to do is to remind us 
that we live in language every day. We are always 
making art out of this (language). Poetry is sort of a 
natural extension of that.”

—DAVE LUCAS
Poet-in-residence, 

Chautauqua Writers’ Center
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R E L I G I O N

G I F T P L A N N I N G . C H Q . O R G

To learn more, contact Jenny Stitely, Director of Gift Planning,  
at 716-357-6409 or jstitely@chq.org.

Welcome to Week Eight:  
“The Human Brain: Our Greatest Mystery”

“It began in mystery and it will end 
in mystery, but what a savage and 
beautiful country lies between.” 

— Diane Ackerman

While the brain is a mystery still to be solved, one thing 
that should not be mysterious is making a deferred gift to 
Chautauqua. A beneficiary designation is an easy way to 
support Chautauqua’s future. You determine the amount or 
percentage, complete the form and return to your financial 
institution. No attorneys or neuroscientists needed!

O F F I C E  O F  G I F T  P L A N N I N G

Baptist House
Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume in 2022. 

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
A service of Blessing and 
Healing will be held at 10 a.m. 
weekdays in Randell Chapel at 
the UCC Society Headquar-
ters. This service provides a 
few quiet minutes in a very 
busy schedule. Please consid-
er joining to pray for yourself, 
for a friend or just to spend 
some quiet time. COVID-19 
protocols will be observed.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Masses are held at 8 a.m. 
and noon weekdays in the 
Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd. 

Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume in 2022.

Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin leads 
“Talmudic Everyday Ethics,” 
a discussion that focuses on 
using the Talmud and oth-
er Jewish sources as guides 
for everyday ethical issues, 
from 9:15 to 10:10 a.m. today 
at the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and also via Zoom. 
Visit www.cocweb.org to log 
in to our classes.

Chautauqua Dialogues
The Dialogues will resume 
in the 2022 season.

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion takes 
place from 8:30 to 8:35 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove.

Christian Science House
The Social Hour is at 2:30 
p.m. today on the porch. The 
Testimony Meeting will be 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in 
the Chapel at the Christian 
Science House.

The Reading Room is 
open 24/7 for reflection and 
prayer. The Bible lesson, 
“Mind,” may be read along 
with current and archived 
copies of Christian Science 
periodicals, including the 
Christian Science Monitor 
and access to church-based 
resources on the computer. 
All are welcome.

Disciples of Christ
Jean Chandler, a long-time 
Chautauquan with interests 
in the brains of both humans 

and other creatures, pres-
ents “Bird Brain is a Misno-
mer” at the 2:30 p.m. Social 
Hour today at the Disciples 
Headquarters House. Join us 
for refreshments and hear 
Chandler share about our 
relationship with the winged 
creatures among us.

ECOC
The Ecumenical Commu-
nity of Chautauqua invites 
all to enjoy lemonade and 
cookies at 2:30 p.m. today in 
front of our historic build-
ings. Learn about this great 
place to stay while enjoying 
an afternoon snack.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
The chapel is open from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for 
prayer and meditation. Any-
one wishing to visit Jared Ja-
cobsen’s final resting place 
in the Columbarium is wel-
come to stop by the chapel 
during these hours.

Episcopal Cottage
Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume at a later date.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting 
nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off at any time at the Scott 
entrance of Hurlbut Church, 
where the door will be un-
locked all season.

Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
“Incitement” (2019; 123 min-
utes; Hebrew with subtitles) 
is a psychological thriller 
that tells the political and 
personal motivations be-
hind Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s assassination. The 
Jewish Film Series can be 
viewed online from 2 p.m. 
Sunday through 5 p.m. Fri-
day on assembly.chq.org

Hebrew Congregation
Join us for Hebrew Congre-
gation Conversations and 
Cookies from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. today on the Everett 
Jewish Life Center Porch.

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone’s invited. The 
church serves lunch from 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days. The cost is $9. All pro-
ceeds benefit the mission 
and ministries of the Hurl-
but Church. Meals are eat-in 
or takeout.

International Order of the 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open to 
all for prayer and meditation 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

Labyrinth
Chautauquans have an op-
portunity to walk the Lab-
yrinth, located next to 
Turner Community Center 
just north of the parking 
lot. The Labyrinth is always 
open for quiet meditation. 
Bring your gate pass.

Lutheran House
All are invited to enjoy Lu-
theran punch and cookies 
at the 2:30 p.m. Social Hour 
today on the front porch of 
Lutheran House. Members 
of St. Timothy’s Lutheran 
Church in Bemus Point, New 
York, are hosts for the event.

Mystic Heart Meditation
Larry Terkel leads a session 
on the Kabbalah in Juda-
ism from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
weekdays in the Marion 
Lawrence Room in Hurlbut 
Church, second floor. Enter 
via the side door on Scott 
Avenue. An elevator is avail-
able. Consult http://themy-
sticheart.org/index.html for 
more information.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)
Join us for Social Hour 
at 2:30 p.m. today at the 
Quaker House at 28 Ames 
as we celebrate its first 
season. All are welcome.

Emily Savin, New En-
gland Yearly Meeting, pres-
ents “Quaker Perspectives 
on Neurodiversity” at a 
Brown Bag lunch at noon 
Wednesday at Quaker 
House and via Zoom (email 
friend@quakerchq.org).

Unitarian Universalist
Our Tuesday Social Hours 
will resume in 2022.

United Church of Christ
The Rev. Quinn Caldwell 
shares his faith journey at 
our 2:30 p.m. Social Hour 
today at UCC Society Head-

quarters. Join us for conver-
sation and refreshments.

Tuesday Denominational 
Open House is at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Headquarters.

United Methodist
All are welcome to stop by 
our porch for coffee be-
tween morning worship and 
the 10:30 a.m. lecture.

The Rev. Debra Dicker-
son leads a discussion on 

“Wild Church Network: 
Outdoor Worship Spaces” at 
the Chaplain’s Chat at noon 
today on the porch of the 
United Methodist House.

Members of Mayville 
United Methodist House 
host the 2:30 p.m. Social 
Hour today on the porch.

The Rev. J. Paul Womack 
and Joe Lewis lead a Bible 
study, “A Jewish and Chris-
tian Perspective on Some 
Teachings of Jesus,” at 7 
p.m. in the chapel.

All knitters are invited 
for an hour of “needles and 
conversation … just for fun” 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday on the 
porch of the United Method-
ist House.

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 

weekdays in the sanctuary of 
Hurlbut Memorial Church.

The Rev. Barbara Williams 
presents a Positive Path for 
Spiritual Living lecture, 
“Digging Deep into the Ten 
Commandments,” at 6:30 
pm. Wednesday via Zoom 
and Facebook Live (details at 
www.unitychq.org). Join us 
in this exploration deepen-
ing our understanding from 
obeying arbitrary rules to 
joyful cooperation with God 
as loving and creative Law. 

Women in Ministry
Women in Ministry will 
meet at noon Wednesday 
in Randell Chapel at the 
UCC Society Headquarters. 
Anyone with an interest in 
ministry is invited to join to 
share stories. All COVID-19 
protocols will be observed.

Solomon was wisdom’s rock star. “I imagine him 
like The Beatles in 1964, when ecstatic fans faint-
ed when they took to the stage. All the nations 
flocked to be in Solomon’s presence,” said the Rev. 

Lynn Casteel Harper. She preached at the 9 a.m. Monday 
worship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title 
was “The Wisdom in Creating and Creation.” The Scrip-
ture text was 1 Kings 4:29-34.

“Wisdom that magnetic may strike us as strange today,” 
she told the congregation. “It may seem a bit humorous be-
cause our rock stars are known for their wealth, their appear-
ances on jumbo screens or their athleticism, not wisdom.”

God’s wisdom transcended national borders, Harper said. 
“Divine wisdom draws a big circle to bring people in, 

not keep them out,” she told the congregation. “There are 
Amphitheater seats for all who wish to enter. We know the 
failures of Solomon, but he left a legacy of a Biblical tradi-
tion on how to live wisely. He gave it content and shape.”

According to 1 Kings 4:32-33, Solomon composed 3,000 
proverbs and 1,005 psalms. He wrote about cedars and 
hyssop, animals, birds, reptiles and fish.

“Through the use of poetry, music and the natural 
world, Solomon pulled together creation and the creative 
arts at the center of divine wisdom,” Harper said. “It was 
not military power, the economy, How to Win Friends and 
Influence People. It was the poetry of proverbs, sacred song 
and the beauty of nature that was central. Solomon was a 
composer, poet and naturalist.” 

Divine wisdom lies in the imagination, she said, not in 
the memory. 

“Our capacity to enjoy music, the scent of flowers, to 
love, abides and transcends the cognitive. When my grand-
father was dying, we would sit and look at a pin oak. He 
had very few words and could not say or do much, but the 
beauty of the earth spoke in a way beyond words.”

Pastor and author Robert Davis wrote about his expe-
rience of Alzheimer’s in his book, My Journey into Alz-
heimer’s Disease. He noted that as his illness progressed, 
things that had given him spiritual comfort, like reading 
sermons or the Bible, became out of reach. He found joy in 
God’s creation and in the finely tuned balance of nature; he 
understood that God still knew his name. 

“The visual arts, creative movement, music, touch, a place 
in the soul that is below the verbal and rational,” Harper 
said. “The jaw loosens, the breath slows and the heart lifts 
when we sing. When our capacity falls, the exact things in 

Solomon’s wisdom endure — poetry, songs and nature. The 
human heart longs for the imaginative and the noble.”

Harper said Chautauqua was the intersection of creation 
with the creating spirit, where the heart is enlarged and the 
soul awakened “so that we might imagine a just world where 
all thrive. It is our joy and responsibility to provide and pro-
tect access to the arts, no matter what your age or econom-
ic status. It is an affront to the divine when we desecrate the 
earth. Care for creating and the creation is holy work.”

She quoted a verse from “For the Beauty of the Earth,” 
which was the morning anthem: “For the beauty of the 
earth, / for the beauty of the skies, / for the love which 
from our birth / over and around us lies: / Lord of all, to 
thee we raise / this our joyful hymn of praise.”

Harper told the congregation, “You don’t have to be a 
self-described artist to be open to the wisdom of creativity 
and creation. You don’t have to travel far and wide or flock 
to a Solomon-like figure. Open your heart and eyes to what 
‘over and around us lies.’ ”

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson, vice president of religion 
and senior pastor at Chautauqua Institution, presided. The 
Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, morning worship reporter for The 
Chautauquan Daily, read the Scripture. For the prelude, 
Joshua Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist and 
director of sacred music, played “Adagio for Glass Harmon-
ica,” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Members of the Motet 
Choir sang “For the Beauty of the Earth,” with music by John 
Rutter and words by Folliott Sanford Pierpont. The postlude 
was “Pieces for Musical Clock,” by Joseph Hayden, played by 
Stafford. This week’s services and chaplaincy are supported 
by The Edmund R. Robb-Walter C. Shaw Fund and the Ran-
dall-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy.

Poetry, music, nature are at center of divine wisdom, says Harper

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper, minister of older adults at Riverside 
Church in New York City and guest preacher for Week Eight, 
delivers her sermon Sunday in the Amphitheater.

The visual arts, creative movement, music, touch, 
a place in the soul that is below the verbal and 
rational. The jaw loosens, the breath slows and the 
heart lifts when we sing. When our capacity falls, the 
exact things in Solomon’s wisdom endure — poetry, 
songs and nature. The human heart longs for the 
imaginative and the noble.”

—THE REV. LYNN CASTEEL HARPER
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And then, at a talk he was 
giving,	a	man	stood	up	while	
Insel	was	giving	a	summation	
of	recent	discoveries.

“A guy stood up and said, 
‘You	don’t	get	it.	My	son	has	
schizophrenia	…	Our	 house	
is	on	fire,	and	you’re	talking	
about	the	color	of	the	paint,’	”	
Insel	 said.	 “It	 crystallized	
what	I’d	been	thinking.”

Insel’s	 upcoming	 book,	
Healing: Our Path from 
Mental Illness to Mental 
Health,	 characterizes	 the	
question	of	treatment	as	one	
of	civil	rights.	The	so-called	
mental	health	crisis	is	not	a	
new thing, he writes; it is a 
crisis of care surrounded by 
harmful	misconceptions	and	
ways	of	thinking.

“There	 are	 10	 million	
people	 (with	 serious	 men-
tal illness) who nobody will 
ever	 hear	 about,”	 he	 said,	
“who will die 20 to 25 years 
before	they	should.”

Working with California 

Gov.	 Gavin	 Newsom,	 Insel	
now spearheads Califor-
nia’s	 version	 of	 the	 “988	
Bill,”	an	initiative	where	in-
stead of calling police for a 
mental	health	crisis,	people	
can	call	988	to	a	call	center	
that	will	 dispatch	a	mobile	
health	van	complete	with	a	
social worker, peer coun-
selor	and	a	nurse.	

“The	path	to	mental	health	
for this country is the three 
Ps,”	 Insel	 said.	 “People,	place	
and	 purpose.	 Those	 don’t	
come	in	a	pill	—	they	require	a	
whole	range	of	connections.”	

President	 John	 F.	 Kenne-
dy	 implemented	pieces	 of	 a	
system	in	the	1960s,	he	said,	
but	 by	 the	 1980s,	 President	
Ronald	Reagan	gutted	it.

“We built a national sys-
tem,”	 Insel	 said,	 “and	 then	
we	dismantled	it.”

When Judge Steven 
Leifman	 was	 in	 his	 ear-
ly days on the bench, the 
parents of a defendant ap-
proached	 him.	 They	 want-
ed	 to	 talk	 to	 him	before	 he	
heard	 their	 son’s	 case;	 they	

tearfully	told	him	that	their	
son	was	schizophrenic.	

“I	 assumed	 there	 must	
be	 a	 system	 of	 care	 in	
place,”	Leifman	recalled.	“I	
was	wrong.”	

Leifman	ended	up	having	
to release the defendant 
because	 of	 the	 minor	 na-
ture	 of	 the	 charges.	 There	
was nothing he could do 
for	 the	 man,	 even	 though	
he	had	had	a	schizophrenic	
break	in	the	courtroom.	

Something	had	to	change.
Now, with 24 years on 

the	 bench,	 Leifman	 has	
helped	 Miami-Dade	 Coun-
ty restructure its treat-
ment	of	the	mentally	ill.	He	
started the Eleventh Judi-
cial	 Circuit	 Criminal	 Men-
tal	Health	Project	 in	2000,	
and since then, the coun-
ty’s	statistics	have	dropped	
astonishingly: 118,000 ar-
rests dropped to 50,000; 
recidivism	rates	for	misde-
meanors	went	from	75%	to	
20%;	and	 felony	recidivism	
went	from	75%	to	25%.	

Out	 of	 105,000	 mental	
health-related	 emergency	
calls	 last	 year,	 only	 98	 ar-
rests	 were	 made	 as	 a	 re-
sult.	 And	 police	 shootings	

have	all	but	stopped.
“Nobody got shot, nobody 

got	hurt,	nobody	got	killed,”	
Leifman	said.	

Leifman’s	 initiative	 op-
erates	 two	 main	 prongs:	
pre-arrest diversion and 
post-arrest	progression.	

“We’ve	 trained	 7,600	 of-
ficers	 in	 crisis	 intervention	
teams	 training,	 where	 we	
teach	 them	 to	 de-escalate	
and take people into treat-
ment,”	 Leifman	 said.	 “It’s	
saved	the	county	from	(hand-
ing	 down)	 300	 years	 of	 jail	
time	 and	 $12	 million	 a	 year.	
We	were	able	to	close	a	jail.”

The	initiative’s	crowning	
achievement	is	a	seven-sto-
ry	mental	 health	 diversion	
facility, which will open 
in	 March	 2022.	 Leifman	

called it a “one-stop shop 
for	 acute	cases	—	 the	peo-
ple we walk by every day on 
the	street.”	The	facility	will	
sport not only psychiatric 
treatment,	 but	 200	 beds,	
primary	 care	 physicians,	 a	
courtroom	 and	 programs	
to	teach	patients	new	skills.

“It’s	 not	 that	 the	 care	
doesn’t	 exist,”	 Leifman	
said.	 “It’s	 that	 most	 of	 the	
care	 is	 inaccessible.	 In-
stead of kicking people to 
the	curb	after	adjudicating	
their cases, we can reinte-
grate	 them	 and	 help	 them	
have	a	better	life.”

Leifman	 said	 mental	 ill-
nesses are like any other ill-
nesses of the body, and that 
there	 is	 less	 stigma	 around	
them	than	there	once	was.

“I	think	the	country’s	finally	
waking	up,”	he	said.	“…	Every-
one deserves to be happy and 
to	live	a	life	of	hope.”

Ornstein	agrees.
“We	need	 to	find	a	better	

balance,”	 he	 said.	 “	 …	 There	
are a lot of areas in which we 
need	 to	work.	We	 are	work-
ing with (vice president and 
Emily	 and	 Richard	 Smuck-
er Chair for Education) Matt 
Ewalt to go beyond the sea-
son (and continue the con-
versation).	The	infrastructure	
bill	 (passed	by	 the	U.S.	Con-
gress)	doesn’t	have	any	men-
tal	health	infrastructure	in	it.”

Ornstein concluded: “We 
need	to	inform	everyone	(on	
treatment).	 Police,	 judges,	
prosecutors, defense attor-
neys	and	jailers,	too.”

MENTAL HEALTH
FROM PAGE 1

Among	 his	 discoveries	
over the years, a surpris-
ing	 one	 was	 the	 com-
monality	 of	 near-death	
experiences.	 About	 5%	 of	
people have had one, he 
said, or about one in every 
20	people.	

Another interesting dis-
covery	 for	 him	 was	 these	
experiences had nothing to 
do	with	mental	illness.

“They’re	normal	experi-
ences that happen to nor-
mal	 people	 under	 unusual	
circumstances,”	he	said.	

Near-death experienc-
es	 also	 suggest	 the	 mind	
and brain are two sepa-
rate	entities,	he	said.	

“We have people think-
ing	more	clearly	 than	ever	
and	 seeing	 and	 forming	
memories	when	the	brain	is	
not capable of doing those 
things, when the brain is 
compromised,”	he	said.	

He	 wonders	 if	 this	 is	
still possible when the 
brain	itself	dies.

Now	a	professor	emeri-
tus of psychiatry and neu-
robehavioral sciences at 
the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine and 
the	 co-founder	 of	 the	 In-
ternational Association 
for Near-Death Studies, 
Greyson hopes to give a 
sense of spiritual lessons 
people	 can	 learn	 from	
near-death experiences 

during	his	lecture.
Near-death experiences 

should teach people that 
they are not separate indi-
viduals, but rather a part of 
something	greater,	he	said.	

“Therefore,	we	have	some	
responsibility to treat each 
other kindly and to take care 
of each other, as well as the 
rest	of	the	natural	world,”	he	
said.	“That	living	life	accord-
ing	to	the	golden	rule	makes	
our	 life	 much	 more	 mean-
ingful	and	fulfilling.”

GREYSON
FROM PAGE 1

The path to mental health for this country is the three Ps: People, place and 
purpose. Those don’t come in a pill — they require a whole range of connections.”

— THOMAS INSEL
Former director,

National Institute of Mental Health

We have people thinking more clearly than ever and seeing 
and forming memories when the brain is not capable of 
doing those things, when the brain is compromised.”

—BRUCE GREYSON
Author, 

After: A Doctor Explores What Near-Death Experiences Reveal about 
Life and Beyond

Rosnes,	 who	 hails	 from	
Vancouver, has recorded 
14	albums	and	has	been	the	
pianist of choice for artists 
like	 Joe	Henderson,	Wayne	
Shorter,	 J.J.	 Johnson	 and	
Bobby	 Hutcherson.	 She’s	
also	a	 founding	member	of	
SFJAZZ Collection and an 
organizer	 of	 an	 all-female	
jazz	 band	 Artemis,	 who	
have played the Newport 
Jazz	 Festival	 and	 released	
a	self-titled	album	in	2020.	

The	 son	 of	 a	 musi-
cal	 New	 York	 City	 family,	
Grammy	 Award-winning	
pianist Charlap has per-
formed	 with	 the	 likes	 of	
Phil Woods, Tony Bennett, 
Gerry Mulligan, Wynton 
Marsalis, Freddy Cole and 
Houston	Person.

The two have been playing 
together	since	the	1990s	(and	
married	 since	 2007),	 and	 in	
2014, Charlap told Rebecca 

Walsh for The Salt Lake Tri-
bune	that	“the	chemistry	was	
there	right	away.”

“It’s	 mutual	 respect,”	 he	
said.	 “But	 then	 you	 have	
the	added	 intimacy	of	how	
much	 you	 care	 about	 each	
other.	 It’s	 a	 nice	 (musical)	
conversation.”

In	 their	 New	 Jersey	
home,	 the	 couple	 practic-
es on two Steinway pianos 
—	 they	usually	 spend	more	
time	 playing	 solo,	 Rosnes	

told	 “Weekend	 Edition,”	
but	they	don’t	mind	since	it	
actually helps the sponta-
neous	improvisation	of	 live	
jazz	performances.

“He	inspires	me,”	she	told	
NPR.	 “So	 when	we	 play	 to-
gether,	 I	 automatically	 have	
a sense of inspiration, which 
is great, because it helps 
make	the	music	jell	and	have	
spontaneity	 and	 feel	 good.	
I	 think	 I’m	 always	 learning,	
and	always	will	be.”

ROSNES/CHARLAP
FROM PAGE 1

When we play together, I automatically have a sense 
of inspiration, which is great, because it helps make 
the music jell and have spontaneity and feel good. I 
think I’m always learning, and always will be.”

—RENEE ROSNES
Jazz pianist 
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Story science scholar Fletcher shares how literature heightens human emotions

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Angus Fletcher, author of Wonderworks: The 25 Most Powerful Inventions in the History of Literature, delivers his lecture “A Key to Futures Vast: Using Literature to Unlock the Secrets of Your Brain” on Monday in 
the Amphitheater, opening Week Eight’s Chautauqua Lecture Series theme of “The Human Brain: Our Greatest Mystery.”

NICK DANLAG
STAFF WRITER

When Angus Fletcher was 
in his 20s, studying and 
working in theater, he was 
called in to solve a dis-
pute between an actor and 
a director. The actor was 
playing Hamlet and did 
not think it was authentic 
for any person to say their 
private thoughts aloud, 
so he wanted to come on 
stage, say nothing, and do 
a thinking pose for each 
soliloquy. The director was 
not pleased by this, to say 
the least. 

So Fletcher helped them 
settle on a compromise: The 
actor could do his thinking 
pose, while the words of the 
soliloquy were projected on 
the wall behind him. 

“The audience sees the 
silent Hamlet, and they see 
the words, and they think, 
‘We’re supposed to be read-
ing these words. Aloud,’ ” 
said Fletcher, a professor of 
story science at Ohio State 
University. “What was so 
amazing about it was to me, 
this was a moment of hu-
man creativity. It was a mo-
ment where we had all come 
together — the director, the 
actor, the audience — to do 
something unplanned.”

Fletcher wanted to rec-
reate this scene in Chautau-
qua’s Amphitheater, so Ham-
let’s famous “To be, or not to 
be” speech appeared on the 
hanging projector screens. 
The audience laughed, and 
then read it as one.

The Amp’s atmosphere 
seemed a little lighter af-
ter this, and Fletcher said 
experiencing stories, espe-
cially tragedies, and trying 
new activities can spur on 
creativity. 

As well as being a pro-
fessor, Fletcher is the au-
thor of Wonderworks: The 
25 Most Powerful Inven-
tions in the History of Lit-
erature. At 10:30 a.m. on 
Monday in the Amp, Fletch-
er presented his lecture, ti-
tled “A Key to Futures Vast: 
Using Literature to Unlock 
the Secrets of Your Brain,” 

as the first presentation of 
Week Eight’s theme of “The 
Human Brain: Our Greatest 
Mystery.” Fletcher explored 
the duality of the human 
brain, the power of emo-
tions in making decisions, 
and how people can utilize 
literature to heighten the 
mind’s best qualities. 

What’s the secret to the 
human brain, and how do 
people capitalize the good, 
while minimizing the bad? 
This is the question that 
carried Fletcher to his neu-
rophysiology studies at the 
University of Michigan Med-
ical School. There, he and 
other scholars looked at the 
individual neurons of the 
brain, cutting the organ open 
to discover how it worked. 

“I had insight into crack-
ing the secret of our brain’s 
power,” Fletcher said, “and 
that insight started with 
the realization that we 
were thinking about the 
brain wrong.”

Scientists used to be-
lieve the mind was a com-
puter: the eyes took in data; 
memory stored it; and the 
mind used logic to act on it. 
Emotions, many believed, 
were misfires of the brain — 
simply errors. 

This is not the case, as 
Fletcher said. For starters, 
the human brain can only 
take in a few data points at 
a time, while computers can 
take in “zillions.” This lim-
itation of the brain is why 
three ideas usually feel like 
a perfect amount put forth 
in a presentation or a book. 

While humans can-
not compute thousands of 
points of data in a second, 
mankind does have positive 
emotions that can fuel some 
of humanity’s best actions.

“Where would we be 
in this world without love 
and generosity and hope?” 
Fletcher said. 

What makes the brain 
special is creativity, and 
this is why Fletcher studied 
the arts and got his doctor-
ate studying Shakespeare 
at Yale University.

“There’s so much emo-

tion and creativity in paint, 
in literature, in music, in 
dance,” Fletcher said.

Then Fletcher posed an-
other question: When are you 
more likely to do something — 
when you think something is 
good or when you feel some-
thing is good? He said for 
most people in most instanc-
es, it is the latter. 

“Feeling is such a cru-
cial driver of passion that 
we almost never do some-
thing when we just think it 
is important,” Fletcher said. 
“We have to convince our 
emotions by tapping into 
our brain’s desire to do the 
right thing.”

Negative emotions, like 
traumatic fear and grief, 
tell people to stop, and 
positive emotions, like love 
and happiness, tell people 
to go. He described this as 
a “go and no-go switch.” 
This switch, he said, is “the 
most important thing in 
our head.”

“So if you want to un-
derstand human behavior, 
and if you aspire, as I do, 
to change your own be-
havior, it all starts with un-
derstanding our emotions,” 
Fletcher said.

Artists, Fletcher said, 
have fine-tuned these re-
markably complex emo-
tions, all the way back to 
Greek tragedies. He said 
some people have asked 
why tragedies and sad sto-
ries are popular, and why 
people do not watch happy 
stories to feel better.

One possible reason, he 
said, is that tragedies purge 
the feeling of trauma, or are 
cathartic. In his research 
with veterans, he has seen 
the utility of tragedy at work. 

“I was a skeptic because 
I have seen firsthand the 
depths of trauma, and how 
tractable it is, and how 
deeply it cuts through the 

human brain, and I have met 
and worked with many vet-
erans, and the idea of going 
to see a play can somehow 
have a profound effect on 
the human brain seemed 
unlikely,” Fletcher said. “As 
I saw myself firsthand, the 
effects of tragedy can be 
emotionally cathartic.” 

The original audience and 
writers of Greek tragedies 
were veterans, Fletcher said, 
and dealt with the same sub-
jects that present-day veter-
ans have to process. Watch-
ing these plays often helped 
start to alleviate the worst 
symptoms of post-traumat-
ic stress disorder, such as 
flashbacks. 

These stories helped 
people process trauma 
where scientists couldn’t, 
he said. The plays worked 
because they approached 
tough subjects differently. 

“In real life, trauma hits us 
without warning — we have no 
time to brace or protect our-
selves or shield our minds,” 
Fletcher said. “On stage, how-
ever, we can see trauma com-
ing before it arrives.”

In Greek tragedies, such 
as Oedipus, the tragic end-
ing is told at the beginning 
of the play through ora-
cles or prophecy. So when 
the tragedy happens to the 
character, Fletcher said, the 
brain thinks “I have seen this 
before. I’ve gone through 
this already.” This gives the 
brain the cognitive feeling of 
being a survivor. 

As survivors, the audi-
ence can figuratively reach 
out to the character with 
empathy.

“One of the most ef-
fective ways for us to heal 
from trauma is to assist 
someone else through 
their trauma. This feel-
ing of helping someone 
else builds what is called 
self-efficacy in the brain,” 

Fletcher said. “It is the rea-
son that Greek tragedy is 
so effective at helping mil-
itary veterans — because it 
gives them the experience 
of reaching out and saying, 
‘I have been there before’ in 
a safe space, and starting 
to unlock their own mental 
feelings of self-efficacy.”

Fletcher ended with two 
thoughts. The first was that 
society is spending too 
much money and energy on 
computers.

“Computers and artifi-
cial intelligence are often 
portrayed today as these 
mighty, invincible machines, 
poised to take over the 
globe,” Fletcher said. “But as 
anyone who has worked up 
close with AI will tell you, it 
is extremely fragile.”

Artificial intelligence 
depends entirely on large 
amounts of transparent data 
and stable environments, he 
said, “and guess what envi-
ronment isn’t transparent 
and stable: Life.”

“The human brain has 
evolved emotion and cre-
ativity,” Fletcher said. 
“Emotion and creativi-
ty can work with low, and 
even no, data.”

The second was that ed-
ucation needs to focus on 
art. Fletcher said even in 
arts and literature classes, 
schools emphasize criti-
cal thinking over creativity 
and exploration. 

“School is neglecting the 
major psychological needs 
and major psychological 
strengths of students’ hu-
man brains,” Fletcher said.

So how can people at-
tend to these needs and 
strengths?

“Well,” Fletcher said, “it’s 
gonna be a challenge. But 
lucky for us, we have just the 
tool to get the job done. That 
marvelous, go-go-go, cre-
ative force we call our brain.”

As part of the Q-and-A 
session, Geof Follansbee, 
senior vice president and 
chief advancement officer, 
asked Fletcher how people 
can proactively use the arts 
to help heal trauma from 
the pandemic. 

Fletcher said human 
connections are frayed, to 
say the least, by the pan-
demic, and connections are 
created through empathy. 
He said empathy must be 
practiced, and one way to 
do this is by reading books 
written by authors with a 
variety of perspectives.

People often say Fletcher’s 
craziest idea is that he never 
assigns books for his litera-
ture classes. Instead, he asks 
his students what books they 
enjoy or what authors they 
respect, and he gives them 
the “scientific tools” to ex-
plore them in a therapeutic 
way. This practice has made 
the books they read very di-
verse and shifts the balance 
of power away from him and 
toward the students. 

“The point here is that 
literature did not function 
as something to be imposed, 
and literature does not gen-
erate empathy by being im-
posed,” Fletcher said. “The 
best thing about going to 
the library is the feeling of 
opportunity, of choice, of 
thinking, ‘I could take any 
book off the shelf here I 
want,’ and see all those hu-
man minds on their shelves, 
and think that I can have a 
conversation and a friend-
ship with any of them.”

And he said adults have 
to be models for students 
and younger people.

“What you are doing now 
as an adult in the world is 
modeling courage,” Fletch-
er said, “modeling curi-
osity, modeling empathy, 
modeling behaviors — not 
modeling knowledge.”
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/17
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Difficulty Level 8/16

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1:00 p.m. Thursdays at the Sports Club. You are welcome with or without a partner.

East/West

1st  Edie Sklar and Luann Cohen      

2nd  Ann Arnett and Bob Arnett

3rd Phyllis Seligsohn and Natalie Abramson    

North/South

1st  George Heintzelman and Jane Heintzelman        

2nd  Nancy Theado and Paul Theado    

3rd Herb Keyser and Peggy Blackburn        

70.00%

46.50%

42.50%

SECTION A

50.50%

46.00%

44.50%

CHAUTAUQUA SPORTS CLUB  
THURSDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

AUGUST 12, 2021

NEXT SEASON

NEXT SEASON

FOR RENTFOR RENT

Someone to watch sweet, older 
dog August 21 thru September 3. 
$12 .50 /hr.  Needed dur ing 
Amphitheatre/other events. Miller 
close to Bestor Plaza. Call 412-
999-6273 for more information.

HELP WANTED

16 Wiley. Spacious 3-story 
house near lake and Children’s 
School. 6-bedrooms, 5-baths, 
W/D, cable, WIFI. No Pets, 
s m o k i n g .  C o n t a c t :  L u i s a 
Hunnewell. 917-378-2498 lhun-
n e w e l l @ w i l l o w r i d g e . c o m . 
Weeks 1-9, 2022.

chqdaily.com

The Higie Family Lecture-
ship and the Joseph H. De-
Frees Memorial Lecture 
provide funding for to-
day’s 10:30 a.m. lecture by 
Norman Ornstein, Steven 
Leifman and Thomas Insel.

Bill, Pauline and the Hi-
gie family’s interests in law, 
business, communications, 
health and fitness and their 
love of Chautauqua were 
the key deciding points to 
sponsor a lecture. Bill and 
Pauline began coming to 
Chautauqua in 1953, the 
year they were married. In 
1982 they bought a home 
in Summer Haven, a lake-
front community next to 
the grounds, to make their 
summer residence at Chau-
tauqua more permanent. 
The love of Chautauqua has 
been passed down to the 

Higies’ four children and 
their grandchildren.

Bill was vice president, 
secretary and general 
counsel at Forest Oil Cor-
poration in Bradford, Penn-
sylvania. He was also active 
in the Catholic communi-
ty, serving on the board of 
directors as vice president 
and a member of sever-
al committees. Bill was a 
chair of the committee that 
established the Catholic 
House at Chautauqua. Bill 
also served on the Institu-
tion’s Finance Committee 
and Religion Committee.

Pauline was a speech 
pathologist in Bradford. 
She was deeply involved in 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, particu-
larly banner preservation, 
prior to her death in 2020. 

The Joseph H. DeFrees 
Memorial Lecture supports 
lectures in science, envi-
ronment and technology. 
The lectureship, estab-
lished in 1987 by the De-
Frees Family Foundation of 
Warren, Pennsylvania, me-
morializes Joseph H. De-
Frees, who died in 1982 at 
the age of 76. 

DeFrees was a Warren, 
Pennsylvania, industrial-
ist who held more than 70 
patents on products he de-
signed throughout his life-
time. He was particularly 
interested in the study of 
fluids and water. He was a 
1929 graduate of Cornell 
University with a degree in 
civil engineering. DeFrees 
spent his life in the petro-
leum and tank transporta-
tion industries. He was an 

officer of the Pennsylvania 
Furnace and Iron Company, 
the Tiona Manufacturing 
Company and Ray Indus-
tries before he formed the 
Allegheny Valve Company 
and the Allegheny Coupling 
Company in the 1950s. He 
worked actively to preserve 
historic buildings in War-
ren and donated consider-
able land to the community 
for parks. DeFrees married 
the former Barbara Bald-
win of Jamestown in 1945. 

Barbara DeFrees began 
visiting Chautauqua as a 
child. She studied voice 
and piano here and later, 
as an adult, became an ac-
tive supporter of opera at 
Chautauqua. Barbara De-
Frees, an Institution trust-
ee from 1976 to 1984, died 
in July 1992.

The John T. and Katherine G. 
Bailey Family Fund provides 
funding for tonight’s perfor-
mance of Bill Charlap and Re-
nee Rosnes: Double Portrait.

Jack Bailey served in the 
Coast Guard from 1944 to 
1946, graduated from Har-
vard University in 1950 and 
attended graduate school at 
Columbia University. He re-
tired as chairman of a major 
public relations consulting 
firm in Cleveland and previ-
ously served as an executive 

with The New York Times. 
Jack was a trustee of Chau-
tauqua Institution from 1975 
to 1983. Kay was a graduate of 
Wells College and held a mas-
ter’s degree in library science 
from Case Western Reserve 
University. She worked for the 
Rockefeller Institute for Med-
ical Research in New York and 
volunteered for many years at 
the library of the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. 
She also served on the board 
of trustees of Wells College.

Higie, DeFrees lectureships provide funds for 
Ornstein, Leifman, Insel’s panel discussion

Bailey Family Fund provides 
for Charlap, Rosnes show

On Twitter: @chqdaily
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DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Thurgood Marshall was the 
first Black justice to serve 
on the Supreme Court, and 
was a key figure in cases like 
Brown v. Board of Education 
 — but that is the extent that 
many know about the mon-
umental figure in the civil 
rights movement. 

Aiming to change that is 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany’s one-man show, Thur-
good, which continues its run 
at 4 p.m. today at the Perfor-
mance Pavilion on Pratt.

Starring Brian Marable as 
Marshall, the show chron-
icles Marshall’s life before 
and after being appointed 
to the highest court in the 
United States. Director Steve 
H. Broadnax III was going 
to direct this production at 
the Cleveland Play House 
in 2020, but the outbreak of 
COVID-19 halted all theater 
productions everywhere. 

Broadnax received the op-
portunity from Sarah Clare 
Corporandy to direct Thur-
good with CTC. He had pre-
viously directed a produc-
tion of Detroit ’67 with CTC 
Associate Artistic Director 
Stori Ayers, who starred in it 
as a CTC Guest Artist.

“The quality of the work 
here (is beautiful),” Broad-
nax said. “The history that 
(Chautauqua) has, and the 
people who have come 
through here — I like the art-
ists that they surround you 
with, and it’s just a beauti-
ful ground. What’s a better 
way to spend your summer, 
doing what you love with 
high-caliber artists and a 
very appreciative audience?”

Broadnax also directed 
Ayers in the original pro-

duction of Blood at the Root 
at Penn State University. 
Ayers went on to direct the 
play at the beginning of 
this season at CTC.

“To see someone who 
was one of my (master of 
fine arts) acting graduate 
students to just take off the 
way she is done,” Broadnax 
said, “not only directing 
Blood at the Root, but now 
she’s building that relation-
ship with (playwright) Dom-
inique (Morisseau) because 
that relationship has really 
(grown), … that’s a success 
story. You bring a profes-
sional in with students, 
and then that relationship 
gets built, which leads and 
builds to professional work 
and relationships.” 

As for Thurgood, Broad-
nax would not have had any-
one play the role of Marshall 
other than Marable.

“Brian (Marable) is one 
of the best actors I’ve ever 
worked with,” Broadnax said. 
“As a director, I’m always try-
ing to create an environment 
or a space that feels like you 
can take risks, that we trust 
each other, that the environ-
ment is conducive of creativ-
ity. He and I have a great re-
lationship person-to-person 
and as artists.”

Everyone involved in the 
production of Thurgood has 
learned things about him that 
they did not learn in school.

“We talked about Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, we talked 
about these other activists, 
but the law was the thing that 
changed it all,” Broadnax said. 
“Without the law changing, 
things can perpetuate. (Mar-
shall said) you use the law as a 
weapon. I knew he was a Black 
man on the Supreme Court. 

That’s pretty much the depth 
of my understanding of him 
from the education I have. … 
I just don’t think people know 
how much our everyday lives 
are (the way they are) be-
cause of the contribution and 
sacrifice of this man.”

Production Stage Manag-
er Katherine Nelson did not 
know about Marshall’s fight 
for education outside of 
Brown v. Board of Education.

“I didn’t know about the 
way that he fought for equal 
wages for his mother who 
was a school teacher (along-
side) other Black schools 
and teachers,” Nelson said. 
“We’ve all heard of Brown 
v. Board of Education, but 
I hadn’t heard of all of the 
lesser-known cases.”

Nelson has worked with 
Marable and Broadnax be-
fore, and said she has a great 
rapport with each.

“It’s been really great to be 
able to get to know (Broad-
nax) better and to be able to 
work more closely with him,” 
Nelson said. “(I enjoy) seeing 
his artistic style, the whole 
process. He keeps saying that 
the process should be filled 
with ease and joy, and that’s 
really what the rehearsal 
process has been like.”

Broadnax takes the “ease 
and joy” approach to his 
work; he realizes that by put-
ting on a play, they should be 
doing just that: playing. He 
said he puts his artists first 
before the project as a whole.

“We’re here to do art, 
but (artists) are important,” 
Broadnax said. “I believe that 
what we do is not rocket sci-
ence. It is not heart surgery. 
One of the things when we 
circle up to start our day, we 
say ‘play’ all together, to re-

mind us (of this) more child-
like nature to explore and to 
step into other circumstances 
of our humanity. It’s import-
ant that we remember that 
it is not the discovery of the 
COVID vaccine. That’s hard 
work. This right here should 
be joyful, yet impactful.”

Broadnax believes Thur-
good shows the humanity 
behind a monumental figure 
in American history and of-
fers a chance for audiences 
to see themselves within 
Marshall himself.

“Historical figures be-
come photographs or stat-
ues or God-like Superman 
icons versus human beings,” 
Broadnax said. “When we can 
see someone who has flaws, 
then we too can achieve 
something great. It doesn’t 
make it so far away from us. 
… He was a human being, a 
man, that went through his 
own trials, his own disap-
pointments, his own loss, 
his own adversity, but yet he 
did great things. I think that 
could inspire everybody to 
take up your baton and take 
up your part to do great.”

Nelson hopes Chautau-
quans take the new infor-
mation they gain about 
Marshall from the show and 
apply it to recontextual-
ize the narratives they have 
been told in the classroom.

“I hope that people learn a 
lot about the pieces of histo-
ry that they maybe weren’t 
taught in school or that were 
glossed over really quick-
ly,” Nelson said. “I hope that 
people get a chance to learn 
more of the things that are 
so integral to where we’ve 
come from, because I think 
where we come from helps 
inform where we’re going.”

Supreme story: ‘Thurgood’ illustrates parts of history left out of classroom

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Brian Marable performs as Thurgood Marshall last Thursday during 
a dress rehearsal in the Performance Pavilion on Pratt for the 
Chautauqua Theater Company production of Thurgood.

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

SOCIAL 
MEDIA
Keep up with the 2021 
season at The Chautauquan 
Daily in words, photos, 
audio and video through our 
social platforms. 

/chqdaily

@chqdaily

@chqdaily

Add your posts to the 
conversion using #CHQ.
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Tu
TUESDAY

AUGUST 17

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah.) 
Donation. Marion Lawrance Room, 
2nd floor, Hurlbut Church

7:30 An Early Morning Bird Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Natalie Francois. 
Meet at Smith Wilkes Hall

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 (9–1) Bestor Fresh Market. Bestor 
Plaza

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Feasting 
at Wisdom’s Table.” The Rev. Lynn 
Casteel Harper, minister of older 
adults, The Riverside Church in the 
City of New York. Amphitheater

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Everyday Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
“Women Who Do Things: The 

Political Equality Crusade of 
Chautauqua County’s Common, 
Country Women.” Emálee 
Sanfilippo, archives assistant, 
Chautauqua Institution. Bring lawn 
chair or blanket. CWC Porch

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Norman Ornstein, emeritus 
scholar, American Enterprise 
Institute. Steven Leifman, 
associate administrative judge, 
Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida. 
Thomas Insel, former director, 
National Institute of Mental Health. 
Amphitheater

10:30 Story Time Near the Smith. All 
families welcome. Bestor Plaza

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag 
Discussion. “Heart, Brain and 
Soul: our Human Trinity.” Bring 
a chair. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch. 

12:15 Poet-in-Residence Brown Bag 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Dave 
Lucas. CHQ Assembly Virtual 
Porch (porch.chq.org)

12:30 (12:30–2) Play CHQ. 
(Programmed by Youth and 
Family Programs.) Tinker Bots. All 
ages. Jessica Trapasso Pavilion, 
Children’s School

12:45 Bridge. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Fee. 
Proof of vaccination and masks 
required. CWC House

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
“After: A Doctor Explores What Near-
Death Experiences Reveal about 
Life and Beyond.” Bruce Greyson, 
author, After: A Doctor Explores What 
Near-Death Experiences Reveal about 
Life and Beyond. Amphitheater

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center 

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:00 Guided Group Kayak Tour. 
Learn about Chautauqua Lake 
and Institution grounds while 
kayaking along the shore. Fee. 

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 18

Sports Club

2:00  (2–3) Community Relations 
Drop-In. Amit Taneja, senior vice 
president, Chief Inclusion, Diversity, 
Equity and Accessibility Officer. Blue 
tent on Bestor Plaza

2:30 Social Hour Denominational 
Houses

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:30 Garden Tour of the Discovery 
Garden. (Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Guided walk. 
Nick and Sandi Stupiansky. 
Meet under the four white pillars 
at the entrance to the large garden 
north of the Main Gate

4:00 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Tabletop board games. All ages. 
Timothy’s Playground, Miller Park

4:00 THEATER. Thurgood. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred tickets 
or reserve 6-person lawn pods at 
tickets.chq.org, or by visiting Ticket 
Office.) Performance Pavilion on 
Pratt

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00 Bible Study. United Methodist 
House

8:15 SPECIAL. Bill Charlap and 
Renee Rosnes: Double Portrait. 
Amphitheater

6:30 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 

Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah.) 
Donation. Marion Lawrance Room, 
2nd floor, Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “The 
Challenge of Understanding.” 
The Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper, 
minister of older adults, The 
Riverside Church in the City of New 
York. Amphitheater

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) “Lessons from the Women’s 
Health Initiative.” Jean Wactawski-
Wende. Hurlbut Sanctuary and 
Zoom (chautauquascience.com)

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:15  Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Historical 
Sketches.” Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House and Zoom 
(cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Bianca Jones Marlin, principal 
investigator, Columbia University’s 
Mortimer B. Zuckerman Mind Brain 
Behavior Institute. Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell 
Chapel

12:00  Brown Bag. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) “Quaker 
Perspectives on Neurodiversity” 
Emily Savin, New England Yearly 
Meeting. Quaker House, 28 
Ames and Zoom (email friend@
quakerschq.org)

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Nancey Murphy, senior 
professor of Christian philosophy, 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Amphitheater

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:00 Language Hour. CWC House

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:30 Mah Jongg. Sports Club

4:00 THEATER. New Play Workshop.  
Rebecca Oaxaca Lays Down a Bunt, 
by Kristoffer Diaz. Smith Wilkes Hall

4:00 Trees! (Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
forester. This walk may go off-trail 
into the forest. Meet at the lake 
side of Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Facebook and Zoom 

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. Black Violin: 
Impossible Tour. Amphitheater

CANCELED
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