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NICHOLE JIANG
STAFF WRITER

When you think of a violin or viola, the 
melodies of Beethoven, Bach and Mozart 
most likely come to mind. This is not the 
case for American hip-hop duo, Black Vi-
olin, who combine classical and hip-hop 
music together to create a musical expe-
rience like no other. The duo returns to 
Chautauqua to once again captivate the 
audience with a high-energy performance 
at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater. 

Childhood friends Kevin Sylvester 
and Wilner Baptiste from Fort Lauder-

dale, Florida, formed Black Violin to cre-
ate music in a way that had never been 
done before. Their original vision was 
to become musical producers, but that 
changed into performing and creating 
music themselves. 

“We wanted to incorporate classical 
music in a way that no one’s ever done, 
and that was the motivation,” said Baptiste, 
Black Violin’s violist. “We were just doing 
things that were normal to us, but people 
really liked the idea of hip-hop and clas-
sical fusion. We started performing with 
local artists and started noticing people 

were very intrigued by (our music), and 
then we started focusing on us as artists.”

Since then, the duo has performed 
with Alicia Keys for the Billboard Awards, 
opened for the Wu-Tang Clan and com-
posed the music for the Fox series “Pitch.” 
They have also performed with other 
notable artists such as Alessia Cara, 2 
Chainz and Lil Wayne.

Baptiste began his musical journey at 
a summer program, where he originally 
wanted to learn how to play saxophone. 
However, it was as if Baptiste was destined 
to play the viola instead. 

NICHOLE JIANG
STAFF WRITER

The brain produces every 
thought, memory, feeling and 
action, and humans may nev-
er be able to fully understand 
or grasp the complexity of its 
inner workings. However, neu-
roscientist Bianca Jones Mar-
lin has dedicated her life to 
researching the most complex 
organ in our body, and hopes to 
shed some light into the mys-
teries of the brian at 10:30 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater. 

Marlin’s lecture will focus 
on how information is passed 
from generation to generation 
through transgenerational epi-
genetic inheritance; more spe-
cifically, how trauma in parents 
can affect the brain structure 
and sensory development of 
their children. Marlin’s re-
search presented at today’s 
lecture is part of Week Eight’s 
theme of “The Human Brain: 
Our Greatest Mystery.”

Marlin has always been fas-
cinated with genetics. In addi-
tion to raising her, Marlin’s bi-
ological parents were also the 
foster parents of several other 
children. This experience of 
growing up with both biolog-
ical and nonbiological siblings 
influenced Marlin’s interest in 
science and paved the way for 
her scientific career. Marlin 
would listen to her nonbiolog-
ical siblings’ stories of child-
hood trauma before joining 
her family, and Marlin became 
curious about how a negative 
relationship with one’s parents 
could affect a child. 

This interest and natural 
talent for the sciences is what 
led Marlin through a highly 
successful academic and re-
search career. Marlin gradu-
ated from St. John’s University 
with dual bachelor’s degrees 
in biology and adolescent ed-
ucation. Marlin then went on 
to graduate from the New 
York University of Medicine 
with a doctorate in neurosci-
ence. She is now the Herbert 
and Florence Irving Assistant 
Professor of Cell Research at 
Columbia University’s Mor-
timer B. Zuckerman Mind 
Brain Behavior Institute. 

Neuroscientist 
Marlin to give 
lecture on 
how trauma 
in parents can 
be passed on 
through DNA 
to children

MARLIN

See MARLIN, Page 4
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Kevin Sylvester and Wilner Baptiste, known as Black Violin, perform June 27, 2018, in the Amphitheater.

MURPHY

MAX ZAMBRANO
STAFF WRITER

What is “post” about postlib-
eral theology? Nancey Mur-
phy, with her late husband, 
wondered that at a confer-
ence with several lectures 
dedicated to the subject. 

“We realized these were 
philosophers who, in a 
sense, were redefining the 
questions that had plagued 
modern philosophy for 300 
years,” she said. 

Modern philosophers 
believed there needed to 
be a solid foundation in or-
der to build knowledge, she 
said. Then, she went on, 

the American philosopher 
Willard Van Orman Quine 
helped question that. 

Postmodern philos-
ophers, like Quine, see 
knowledge more like a web 
or net in that it is all inter-
connected, she said. 

“When we’re dealing with 
knowledge problems, we’re 
never starting from nothing 
and building all the way from 
the ground up,” she said. 

Murphy, a senior profes-
sor of Christian philosophy 
at Fuller Theological Semi-
nary in Pasadena, California, 
will present her lecture “We 
Are Our Souls: Multi-As-

pect Monism in Christian 
Thought” at 1 p.m. today in 
the Amphitheater, the final 
Week Eight Interfaith Lec-
ture themed “The Human 
Soul: Our Ineffable Mystery.”

Murphy has given over 
200 lectures around the 
world, including in Iceland, 
South Africa, China, Austra-
lia, Russia and Iran. She has 
written and edited dozens 
of books and volumes. In 
1992, she won the American 
Academy of Religion award 
for excellence for her first 
book, Theology in the Age of 
Scientific Reasoning.

She will use postmodern 

philosophy to tackle this 
week’s theme. One way to 
think of postmodern philos-
ophy, she said, is language. 

The word “dog,” for ex-
ample, is the familiar four-
legged furry pet — this is 
simple, she said.

“What about when you 
get to abstract concepts?” 
she said. “What do they 
refer to? How do we get 
their meaning? The an-
swer is not to think of the 
word over here on one side 
and language over there 
on the other.” 

Fuller Seminary’s Murphy to discuss history of soul in Christianity

See MURPHY, Page 4

See BLACK VIOLIN, Page 4
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Chautauqua Lecture Series update
Due to significant family health risk, Thursday’s speaker for 
the Chautauqua Lecture Series, Nita Farahany, will deliver 
her lecture and participate in live audience Q-and-A from 
her home location. The program will be broadcast into the 
Amphitheater at the regular time of 10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
and available to view live and on-demand on the CHQ As-
sembly Video Platform. The program will be moderated on 
the Amp stage by Chautauqua President Michael E. Hill and 
Matt Ewalt, vice president and Emily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education. Farahany is a professor of law and phi-
losophy at Duke University, as well as the founding director 
of Duke Science & Society, Chair of the Duke Master of Arts 
in Bioethics & Science Policy, and principal investigator of 
SLAP Lab. Her lecture will examine the ethical implications 
of new developments in neuroscience and technology.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Join Jack Gulvin at 4 p.m. today for a tree walk. Meet at the 
lake side of Smith Wilkes Hall. Gulvin leads a Nature Walk at 
1:30 p.m. Thursday, starting at the lake side of Smith Wilkes. 
Off-trail walking may be included in both of these events.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is open from noon to 2 p.m. today and 
Friday behind the Colonnade. Shoppers are limited to 12 at 
a time in 15-minute increments. Artists at the Market runs 
from 1 to 4 p.m. today and Thursday at the Farmers Market. 
Language Hour is at 2 p.m. today on the Chautauqua Wom-
en’s Club House Porch. Discussions will be held in Spanish 
and French with potential for German and Swedish.

Properties for Rent open house
Looking to rent? Stop by the Visitors Center (Post Office 
Building) to pick up the list of properties for rent hosting 
an open house today.

Read to Lola
Young readers are invited to share a story with Lola, the 
library dog — a certified therapy dog and expert listen-
er — from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday in front of the Smith 
Memorial Library (weather permitting).

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

EVENT TITLE /  
SPEAKER

DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

Native Plant Buffer 
Bonanza: a Benefit for 
Chautauqua Water-
shed Conservancy and 
Chautauqua Lake

Native Plant Sale 
and Free Buffer 
Walks

Saturday, 
Aug. 21

10 a.m. - 
2 p.m.

Chautauqua Marina 
Lawn and Waterfront 
at 104 West Lake 
Road, Mayville, N.Y. 
14722

Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy, Royal Fern 
Nursery, Turnbull Nursery 
Inc. & Garden Center, 
Amanda’s Garden and 
Hickory Hurst Farm; hosted 
by Chautauqua Marina.
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NOTICE OF PRESENTATION 
ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION 

ARCHITECTURAL AND LAND USE 
REGULATIONS

Chautauqua community members are invited to a presentation on 
proposed edits to the Institution’s Architectural and Land Use (ALU) 
regulations at 9 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, in Smith Wilkes Hall. Bob 
Jeffrey, chair of the Board of Trustees’ Architectural Review Board, 
and John Shedd, vice president of campus planning and operations, 
will review the highlights of the proposed edits and respond to 
questions.

The document containing proposed edits is available to view at 
chq.org/arb

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY
LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s signature including name, address 
and telephone number for verification. Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be 
published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 

DAVID KWIATKOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Amidst all the uncertainty 
of this year’s programming, 
one thing is for certain: 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany’s New Play Workshops 
are back this season.

CTC Managing Director 
Sarah Clare Corporandy has 
loved seeing this program 
blossom over the years, es-
pecially since all theater 
programs shifted online 
during 2020.

“We’re laying the pathway 
for the bridge for those plays 
to go from one step to the 
next, and that’s core to our 
action,” Corporandy said. “To 
be able to do it in any form 
is really important, and I’m 
always reminded how much 
Chautauquans love it when 
we get in the room with the 
new playwrights because … 
they have questions, they 
want to talk about it.”

The New Play Workshops 
are supported by the Roe 
Green Foundation; Corpo-

randy said that Green, the 
foundation’s CEO, has been 
“a great supporter for over 
10 years.” 

“She’s a really important 
part of that process and an-
other wonderful example to 
me of — (we’ve got) artists, 
we’ve got actors, we’ve got 
writers, we’ve got adminis-
trators and technicians, we 
have community members, 
we have donors — all of these 
people coming together be-
cause we care about the 
work,” Corporandy said.

The week of New Play 
Workshops started Monday 
at the Jessica Trapasso Me-
morial Pavilion at Children’s 
School, when playwright Ju-
liette Carrillo saw her new 
play Tailbone read aloud for 
the first time. Tailbone fol-
lows a woman named Ana-
belle who is determined to 
take her next relationship 
in baby steps, but when her 
new beau gets flooded out of 
his apartment, she’s quick to 
suggest he stay with her. 

Despite the strained cir-
cumstances and Anabelle’s 
overly zealous imagination, 
it could be an ideal match 
— only the always-present 
otherworldly roommate has 
his own intentions. An inqui-
ry into what we do to avoid 
true intimacy, Tailbone is 
part comedy, part mystery, 
and part spiritual quest.

“It’ll be the first time I hear 
it, so I’m really excited about 
that, and I’m really excited to 
have a live audience and have 
a conversation with (people) 

about it,” Carrillo said Mon-
day. “That will actually help 
me take the play to the next 
level. That’s what I’m hoping 
for. Of course, like any play-
wright, I’m hoping that it will 
eventually be in production.”

Tailbone is different than 
Carrillo’s previous works as 
it has a smaller cast, but car-
ries the throughline she has 
in her plays of exploring hid-
den worlds in humanity.

“I wanted to do a small 
comedy with three people, 
and I wanted it to be relation-
ship focused,” Carrillo said. 
“One of the things that I’m 
most interested in is the kind 
of worlds that we cannot see 
and heightened realities.” 

At 4 p.m. today in Smith 
Wilkes Hall, playwright Kris-
toffer Diaz will be debuting 
a reworked draft of his new 
play Rebecca Oaxaca Lays 
Down A Bunt. The play follows 
a woman named Ella who 
can’t wait to start her new 
job as the upstairs concierge 
at a sleek hotel. Catering to 
celebrity guests is her dream 
— but it’s hard to keep track 
of which guests are in which 
room, which guest is the big-
gest celebrity and which par-
ty-loving guests need extra 
supervision. Diaz got the idea 
to skewer the fame-obsessed 
society of America early in 
his career when he stayed in 
several hotels while traveling 
for work.

“(I was) always sort of 
struck by hotels in really 
interesting places, kind of 
weird places sometimes,” 
Diaz said. “Being around 

rich and famous people for 
the first time, there’s a whole 
different way of approach-
ing life and a certain sense 
of entitlement sometimes 
and a certain sense of what 
the good life means to dif-
ferent people. I come from 
working-class folks and it’s 
always somebody’s job to 
take care of those people 
who are living the good life.”

Like Carrillo’s Tailbone, 
Rebecca Oaxaca Lays Down 
A Bunt is a comedy, a depar-
ture from Diaz’s other plays.

“Comedy is hard to do in 
a quick-reading scenario like 
this,” Diaz said. “We’re going 
to be hearing this new draft 
for the first time. ... I tend to 
write about big serious ideas 
and things like that and there 
are serious ideas underneath 
here, (but) largely, this one is 
fun and super silly.”

Corporandy believes that 
playwrights getting to hear 
their works read aloud for 
the first time and hearing 
feedback is the “beauti-
ful transaction” of the New 
Play Workshop.

“(Getting) to ask the au-
dience some questions 
about things that they are 
still working on, or things 
they are wondering to (get) 
a sense of what their inten-
tion was for the play is com-
ing through, is such a gift to 
the playwright,” she said.

CTC’s New Play Workshops return for ‘21 season

We’re laying the pathway 
for the bridge for those 
plays to go from one step 
to the next, and that’s 
core to our action.”

—SARAH CLARE 
CORPORANDY
Managing director, 

Chautauqua Theater Company
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R E L I G I O N/ N E W S

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

In the 12th century, the mystic Hildegard of Bingen 
wrote a prayer to divine wisdom, which she called 
Sophia: “You of the whirling wings, / circling, en-
compassing energy of God: / you quicken the world 

in your clasp. / One wing soars in heaven, one wing 
sweeps the earth, / and the third flies all around us. /  
Praise to Sophia! / Let all the earth praise her!”

 “Sophia is the encompassing energy of God, which 
gives life to the world and prompts exuberant praise,” 
said the Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper. “God’s name is Sophia 
and you ignore her at your peril. Let us lean in and at-
tempt to listen.” Harper preached at the 9 a.m. Tuesday 
worship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title 
was “Feasting at Wisdom’s Table,” and the Scripture text 
was Proverbs 9:1-6.

In the Scripture, Wisdom builds a house, carves pillars, 
slaughters the meat, mixes the wine, sets the table and 
goes out into the street to call everyone to the feast.

“She is an architect, mason, chef and town crier,” Harp-
er told the Amp congregation. “The world is quickened 
in her clasp. She edifies and nourishes. She calls in the 
simple and those without sense to dine at her table and 
find sustenance for the soul.”

The object of the banquet is hospitality. Wisdom in-
vites people to come in, to take and eat, to drink up, to 
come inside and party. 

“Jesus was Sophia Wisdom when he was the host at 
the Last Supper, inviting the disciples to take and eat,” 
Harper said. “We break bread at Communion and Je-
sus described the Kingdom of God as a great banquet. 
Woman Wisdom became Jesus and God is the host at a 
celebration that is communal and festive.”

Like those who reject the invitation to the great feast, 
there are people who reject Woman Wisdom’s invita-
tion. Harper said to the congregation, “With the revelry 
comes responsibility. We have to lay aside our immatu-
rity and walk in the way of insight. As Paul said, we have 
to put away childish things. We have to take up our cross 
with Jesus. As the Torah says, we have to protect the 
widow and orphan, and as all the law and prophets say, 
to love God and our neighbor.”

When we sit at Woman Wisdom’s feast, Harper said, 
we are changed individually and communally. 

“We have to spiritually grow up from our emotional 
kindergarten. We live in a culture that worships youth; it 
is anti-aging and anti-maturity and spiritual wisdom.”

Elderhood is a source of wisdom, not always a time 
of decline. As minister for older adults at the Riverside 
Church, Harper has found that “being wise is not auto-
matic, but experience can help. I know people who have 
feasted at the table of wisdom for a long time and forged 
their faith there.”

As an example, Harper talked about Susan, a climate 
change advocate at her church. She helped develop a 
zero-waste plan for the church, one item of which was to 
divest from fossil fuels. 

“Susan says that her later years are the best; she is 
at her most passionate. She has an inner fire to heal the 
world. She is teaching the rest of us to slow down and 
listen to what it means to leave aside immaturity and 
find insight,” Harper said.

“We live in a world that feasts at the juvenile and 
Wisdom’s feast may seem poorly attended,” Harper said. 
“As Fred Rogers said, ‘Always look for the helpers.’ They 
point to a more excellent way. Look for the helpers and 
seek to join their ranks. Keep a chair at Wisdom’s table. 
Trust the sustenance with help from the helpers and 
Sophia Wisdom and you will quicken in her clasp.” 

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot presided. The Rev. Richard 
Meyers, pastor emeritus of Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Rochester, read the Scripture. The prelude was an im-
provisation played by Joshua Stafford, who holds the 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist and is director 
of sacred music. Members of the Motet Choir sang “The 
Eyes of All,” with music by Jean Berger and words from 
Psalm 145:15-16. The postlude was “Fanfare,” by Antonio 
Soler. The Edmund R. Robb-Walter C. Shaw Fund and the 
Randall-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy provide funds for this 
week’s services and chaplain.

Set aside immaturity to 
feast at Wisdom’s table, 
says Harper in sermon: 
‘Lean in and listen’

Chautauqua Institution on 
Tuesday announced a tran-
sition in leadership in its 
Campus Safety and Security 
and the Chautauqua Police 
Department following the 
resignation of Joseph Ger-
ace, who has served as di-
rector of campus safety and 
security and chief of police 
since 2019. 

Effective Tuesday, Ser-
geant Billy Leone and Se-
nior Patrol Officer Dan 
Hafner will share leader-

ship responsibilities for 
Chautauqua police and se-
curity officers and related 
responsibilities, reporting 
to Senior Vice President of 
Community Relations and 
General Counsel Shannon 
Rozner. All police and secu-
rity functions are continu-
ing without interruption.

Long-term plans for the 
department are being made 
in consultation with depart-
ment leadership and region-
al partners. 

Institution announces 
leadership transition 
for campus safety team 
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Her work here includes the 
mechanism of transgener-
ational inheritance of en-
vironmental information. 

Through her research, 
Marlin discovered that 
a parent’s learned be-
havior can actually be-
come a natural behavior 
in their children. Marlin’s 
research goal is to prove 
that these adaptations 
can be passed on to mul-
tiple generations. This 
work and research into 
learning and emotions 
being passed on from one 
generation to the next bi-
ologically, though DNA, 
has the potential to have 
a huge impact in under-
standing societal health 
and an individual’s mental 
health. 

Marlin has received 
various recognitions for 
her research such as the 
2020 Allen Institute Next 
Generation Leaders, 2017 
STAT Wunderkinds Award 
and the 2016 Donald B. 
Lindsley Prize. Her re-
search has also been fea-
tured in numerous nota-
ble publications such as 
NPR’s “Science Friday,” 
The Los Angeles Times, 
Discover magazine’s “100 
Top Stories of 2015” and 
National Geographic. 
However, it was Marlin’s 
research as a graduate 
student with parental be-
havior and oxytocin that 
truly set her apart.

Marlin’s first major sci-
entific breakthrough was 
centered around oxyto-
cin, which is known as the 
“love hormone” in mater-
nal behavior. Her research 
linked the hormone to 
neural changes that were 
associated with learned 
maternal behavior. Mar-

lin noted that when mice 
pups are lost, they release 
an ultrasonic cry that al-
lows their mothers to 
come find them. Howev-
er, inexperienced female 
mice would instead ignore 
the cries and at times 
even eat the baby. Marlin 
was able to find chang-
es in the auditory cortex 
associated with this re-
sponse, and she saw that 
only the left side of the 
auditory cortex controls 
this behavior and that 
oxytocin must be deliv-
ered to this side to speed 
up the retrieval of the lost 
babies. Marlin’s research 
was groundbreaking, as it 
showed a dedicated neu-
ral circuit and the impor-
tance of oxytocin. 

Today’s lecture will be 
centered around Marlin’s 
second major scientific 
finding with trauma and 
epigenetic mechanisms. 
Her team at Columbia 
has been researching by 
establishing a traumat-
ic memory through fear 
in adult mice by pairing a 
scent with a shock. In her 
research, she discovered 
that the offspring of these 
mice actually avoided that 
same scent, even though 
they had never personally 
experienced that trauma. 
Marlin will also focus on 
how sperm cells have the 
potential to carry genetic 
memories, allowing fathers 
to pass on the memory of 
trauma to their offspring.

Marlin’s research has 
the potential to have 
groundbreaking results, 
and today’s lecture is 
a chance to take a dive 
deeper into the complexi-
ty of the human brain and 
how genetics play a larger 
role in our social behavior 
and mental well-being. 

MARLIN
FROM PAGE 1

It’s to recognize language 
itself as a part of our world. 
They are already interwo-
ven. It’s not ever a problem of 
starting from scratch. ... It’s a 
problem of finding words.”

For her lecture, Murphy 
said there will be overlap 
with Ori Soltes’ Interfaith 
Lecture from Monday (see 
Page 5).  

In the first section, she 
will discuss the soul in 
Christianity from Biblical 
times through the rest of the 
millennium. 

Biblical scholars believed 
the soul was not separate 
from the body, but rather 
a part of a whole person’s 
being, she said, making it a 

monistic viewpoint instead 
of dualistic. She will then 
discuss how this was later 
influenced by Greek philos-
ophy, putting a dualistic lens 
on Christian teaching. 

Catholics were influ-
enced by Aristotle, Mur-
phy said, who believed 
plants and animals had 
souls which had similar 
aspects as a human soul. 
Plants provide the powers 
for growth and reproduc-
ing, and animals provide 
desires like thirst and emo-
tions, she said. 

Protestants and Catho-
lics carried on this teaching 
until the beginning of the 
20th century, she said, when 
Biblical scholars realized 
the same word could have 
different interpretations by 

people who lived centuries 
apart, she said. They thought 
life after death meant bodily 
resurrection. 

Today, people question if 
humans even have souls.

“Do we actually need to 
have a soul to explain our 
abilities?” Murphy said. “Or 
is it just because we have 
such an incredibly com-
plex, flexible brain in such 
complex cultures, with a 
long history of thinking in 
various ways?”

Her second section will 
answer the question of how 
humans started believing in 

an inner spirituality rath-
er than bodies acting in the 
world, she said. 

Murphy will also discuss 
near-death experienc-
es, like Interfaith Lectur-
er Bruce Greyson did on 
Tuesday, and whether that 
idea supports dualism. 

Postmodern philosophy 
may help dispel some mys-
tery with the soul, she said. 

“The soul is only a mys-
tery if you don’t know all 
the history,” Murphy said. 
“What is really the mystery 
is: What does it mean to be 
resurrected?”

MURPHY
FROM PAGE 1

“The story is that I want-
ed to play the sax. I went 
up to the band teacher at 
a summer program to sign 
up, and the string teacher 
was in the same room. They 
both looked at each oth-
er and they said let’s play 
golf, whoever wins this golf 
game gets this kid in their 
class. So the band teacher 
obviously lost, and I got put 
into the string class,” Bap-
tiste said. “I fell in love with 
it, and have been playing 
for 27 years now.”

The duo has much re-
spect for the traditional 
classical repertoire, but 
the fusion of classical and 
hip-hop is what feels most 
natural to them. 

“I have no objections to 
playing classical. Back in 
those days, early 2000s, 
when classical music was 
kind of pretty much gone 
and had almost no exis-
tence in South Florida … 
as a classical musician, it 
just wasn’t there, and, so 
we would play hip-hop on 
the violin in clubs and play 
little gigs here and there,” 

Baptiste said. “It just kind 
of grew into what it is now. 
Playing classical music has 
always had this almost elite 
level … and being in that 
environment, as a Black 
dude, it’s not always the 
safe thing. It’s almost a de-
fense mechanism to just do 
what you want to do, play 
what you want to play, and 
that’s hip-hop. Hip-hop is 
defiant, and that’s the road 
that we took.”

Beside the addition of 
hip-hop to classical instru-
ments that sets Black Vio-
lin apart, there are various 
other aspects that make 
this group special. 

“I think what sets us apart 
is our intentionality. We’re 
very intentional about how 
we present ourselves and 
how our music is projected,” 
Baptiste said. “We don’t com-
promise when it comes to us 
and our integrity and what 
we represent. It’s a move-
ment. It’s bigger than us, so 
we make sure that we are 
in line with who we are, and 
then everything else follows.”

The name Black Violin 
itself also holds a special 
meaning to the duo. 

“Kevin, when he first 

started college, his viola 
professor, Chauncey Pat-
terson, gave him a tape. It 
was an album called Black 
Violin by a guy named Stuff 
Smith, and (when we were) 
coming up with a name, he 
said that name, and I was 
like, that’s it,” Baptiste said. 
“The album’s called Black 
Violin, and it changed our 
perspective in terms of 
what the violin is capable 
of and also what a Black 
dude is capable of. And it 
just made sense to contin-
ue that legacy.”

Through music, the duo 
has been able to break bar-
riers and pave the way for 
the future of classical mu-
sic. However, they also have 
their own message that 
they want to send each time 
they step on a stage. 

“Our message is the typ-
ical cliches you hear: Never 
judge a book by its cover, 
and you can do anything 
you want. All those things 
we think about with classi-
cal and hip-hop music, and 
the idea of those two things 
coming together to make 
sense, is impossible — and 
we made it possible,” Bap-
tiste said. “I think our mis-
sion is, no matter who you 
are or where you’re from, 
you’re capable of great 
things. You see us, two big 
Black guys playing this in-
strument, and we’re break-
ing stereotypes one stage 
at a time.”

Their mission goes be-
yond the stage. The duo also 
has the Black Violin Founda-
tion, helping young students 
reach their own goals. 

“The foundation is kind of 
an extension of what we al-
ready do. It focuses on equi-
ty, inclusion and helping kids, 
Black and brown, that don’t 
necessarily have the access 
to these instruments,” Bap-
tiste said. “We focus on help-
ing them and providing them 
with an instrument and the 
means to go to music camps 
and lessons.” 

The foundation puts an 
emphasis on providing equal 
opportunity and provides 
scholarships each year. 

“That is really just ex-
tending our Black Violin 
motto a bit more, and just 
making sure we help those 
kids that have the drive who 
may not necessarily have 
the access,” Baptiste said.  
“We had that. We had our 
teachers that just really saw 

something in us, and this 
helped us get to that next 
level, whether it’s helping us 
get a train ticket to a music 
camp or an instrument. We 
had those things so we want 
to be able to provide that 
for the kids.”

Tonight’s performance 
is a “high-energy and fun 
show for everyone,” Bap-
tiste said. The duo will per-
form most of their original 
albums from Stereotype to 
Take the Stairs, with a few 
covers, as well. 

“We’re looking forward to 
it, and just looking forward 
to being on stage,” Baptiste 
said. “This is our fifth show 
on this tour, and this is our 
first tour in 17 months, so 
we’re just looking forward 
to being onstage and con-
necting with people.”

BLACK VIOLIN
FROM PAGE 1

No matter who you are or where you’re from, you’re capable of great things. You see us, two big Black 
guys playing this instrument, and we’re breaking stereotypes one stage at a time.”

—WILNER BAPTISTE
Violist

Do we actually need to have a soul to explain our 
abilities? Or is it just because we have such an 
incredibly complex, flexible brain in such complex 
cultures, with a long history of thinking in various 
ways?”

—NANCEY MURPHY
Senior professor of Christian philosophy, 

Fuller Theological Seminary
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Georgetown University 
theology, art history, phi-
losophy and political his-
tory professor Ori Z. Soltes 
took the Amphitheater 
stage on Monday to discuss 
the soul, one of his many 
areas of expertise. 

Soltes, who has authored 
over 280 books, articles, 
exhibition catalogues and 
essay and served as Chau-
tauqua theologian in 2007, 
opened Week Eight’s Inter-
faith Lecture Series, “The 
Human Soul: An Ineffable 
Mystery,” with his lecture 
titled “What Are We? Three 
Early Visions and Versions of 
the Soul,” though he added a 
fourth vision. 

He reassured his audi-
ence, early and through-
out, that the beginning of 
knowledge usually brings 
an awareness that one 
doesn’t know, which can be 
painful for some and invig-
orating for others. 

Egypt
Ancient Egyptians’ concept 
of the soul is complex, with 
seven different parts that 
have overlapping traits, 
Soltes said.

The most common of 
these is the ba, or personality, 
which is depicted in Egyptian 
art as a bird hovering over the 
body that then moves on after 
death, he said.

“It decides, you decide 
— it’s in part dependent 
on how you live your life 
whether you will remain 
forever and ever thereaf-
ter in this other spiritual 
reality,” he said. “Or, you 
may decide, it may decide, 
circumstances may decide 
you come back in a newly 
incarnate form.”

Ironically, pharaohs did 
not have the same options 
as ordinary Egyptians be-
cause the pharaoh was 
understood as a god in-
carnate, he said. When the 
pharaoh died, the ba went 
to the successor and so on. 
Ordinary Egyptians, rather, 
may not come back again 
and move on to the other 
realm, he said.

The ba comes from a 
heaven called nut, he said. 

“On the other side of 
many coffins, you have a 
depiction of nut as this kind 
of bluish, skyish being with 
four limbs in the four di-
rections — east, west, north 
and south — and complete-
ly (covered) with myriad, 
myriad stars,” he said. 

These stars weren’t just 
little dots, but individual 
and distinct to represent 
souls, he said. 

“Likely, it is the individ-
ual souls who are the an-
cestral spirits of the one 
who is mummified within 
that coffin who is looking 
at eternity,” he said.

The ba is in union with 
the ka, which Soltes called 
the desire aspect of the 
soul and moral sensibility.

“It’s all animated by an-
other aspect of the soul 
called khu, who I would ren-
der as divine spark,” he said. 

The ba can be thought of 

as the heart, while the khu 
as the mind, he said. There 
is also the khaibit, a shad-
ow aspect of the soul that 
stays between the gate of 
life and death, which the 
ba must pass by in order to 
reach nut or go back and 
reincarnate, he said. 

When bodies were mum-
mified in ancient Egypt, the 
lungs, stomach, intestines 
and liver were preserved in 
jars, but the heart was left 
inside the body, he said. 

“The heart is understood 
to be so intimately connect-
ed to the body that it can’t 
be extracted,” he said. “If you 
extract it from that mummi-
fied body, somehow some-
thing would be amiss in what 
happens to the ba, which is 
an aspect of the soul which 
has a body connection.”

Genesis
Genesis 2:7 – “And God 
blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it 
he rested from all the work 
of creating that He had 
done. The Lord God formed 
the man from the dust of 
the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and the man became 
a living being.”

Soltes opened his sec-
ond section with reference 
to this passage. Prior to it, 
in Genesis 1:27, the crea-
ture, Adam, was said to be 
created in God’s image, 
he said. In Genesis 2:1, we 
know God created the uni-
verse in six days and rested 
on the seventh — a number 
deeply important to the 
Egyptians, Soltes said. 

A difference exists — God 
is a singular being in Chris-
tianity, while Egypt’s story 
is much more complicated, 
he said.

The breath of life de-
scribed in Genesis 2:7 is 
known as neshama in He-
brew, translating to soul or 
spirit. The ground, or earth, 
in Hebrew is called adamah, 
hence Adam. The Latin 
word for soul, anima, can be 
used to describe Adam as 
animated, or alive, he said. 

Later in the Bible, 
though, comes the word 
nephesh, another transla-
tion of soul that Soltes said 
is similar to the Egyptian 
ba. The Bible also laters 
mentions ruah, or wind, 
which Soltes said could im-
ply the breath. 

The meaning of all this 
does not come from the Bi-
ble, but rather through in-
terpretations of it, he said. 

“In the understanding 
that evolved into Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, this 
breathing, this neshama, 

breathed into this cloud of 
earth is understood to be a 
soul, which is understood 
to be a bit of God in all of 
us,” he said. “That’s what 
these traditions under-
stand the soul to be.”

If God is immortal and 
imperishable, then so too 
are humans who have God 
within them, Soltes said 
about these faiths.

Another important as-
pect of the soul to these 
traditions is free will, he 
said. In the story of Adam 
and Eve eating the forbid-
den apple, Soltes described 
it as God telling Adam, be-
fore Eve was created, not 
to eat the apple. Adam then 
incorrectly interpreted 
this to Eve, telling her not 
to touch the apple.

“How could they disobey 
God’s command unless they 
had free will?” asked Soltes. 

Free will was never con-
sidered in ancient Egypt, 
he said. 

Greeks
When Odysseus, in The Od-
yssey, is at the edge of real-
ity, he is able to open a pas-
sage between the living and 
the dead, Soltes said. 

There, he is reunited 
with his deceased mother, 
and he tries to embrace her 
multiple times, unable to 
each time. 

Greeks’ understanding of 
the soul is that something 
remains that looks like 
someone is alive, but there 
is no substance, he said. 

Odysseus also meets 
Achilles, who he assumes 
must be having a great af-
terlife given all his praise 
during life. 

“Achilles ruefully said, ‘I 
would rather be the poor-
est man on earth, a slave to 
someone (who) doesn’t own 
a stitch of property, than 
be king of all the under-
world,’ ” Soltes said. “The 
Greek sense at that point 
of what it is that remains 
is something remaining in 
great discomfort. To have 
my bodily forms but not my 
bodily functions is a source 
of unhappiness.”

This perspective shift-
ed with Socrates. Socrates 
was sentenced to death 
for impiety of the gods and 
corruption of the youth — 
essentially, he continuously 
asked questions that those 
in power were unable to 
answer, frustrating them, 
Soltes said.

Socrates was excited to 
die, though, because he be-
lieved the soul was immor-
tal, Soltes said. Furthermore, 
he believed the soul was the 
better part of humans. 

This is completely op-
posite to The Odyssey, in 
which the ghost of Achilles 
wished he had lived a much 
longer life.

“Socrates can’t wait to 
be deprived of the body, 
which he finds an impedi-
ment to what his soul has 
been doing his whole life — 
to which we infer by soul he 
means something like mind 
— because he’s been inquir-
ing through his whole life 
what is truth, what is vir-
tue, what is justice, what 
is love, what is friendship, 
what is good,” Soltes said.

In death, Socrates be-
lieved he would no longer 
be impeded by physical 
barriers like food, drink, 
sleep, sex or going to the 
bathroom, Soltes said.

When Plato was alive 
several hundred years later, 
he used Socrates as a mech-
anism for getting at issues 
old and new, Soltes said. 

Three components of 
the soul are brought up 
here, from pure reason, or 
logos, to the opposite part 
of the soul, which is desire. 
In the middle is a compo-
nent that deals with emo-
tion and honor, he said.

“That middle state also 
mediates against doing cra-
zy things that I have an ap-
petite to do, or being robotic 
or being governed entirely 
by reason,” he said. “I think 
both Socrates and Plato very 
clearly understand that we 
are hardly a species gov-
erned by reason alone.”

Similar to these three 
components overlapping 
are the seven aspects that 
Egyptians believed in, 
though they are not the 
same, he said.

Greeks also believed that 
nobody was more power-
ful than fate. In The Iliad, 
Zeus, the most powerful 
Greek god, wants to save 
his son on the battlefield 
but knows that he cannot 
predict the outcome of his 
involvement, Soltes said. 

“Even Zeus has to desist 
from what he would like to do 
because of fate,” he said. “The 
soul, with its tripartite un-
derstanding, is understood 
to be devised of elements of 
what is predetermined and 
what I am free willed to make 
happen for myself.”

Hinduism and Buddhism
In Eastern beliefs, there is 
a large understanding of 
the Brahma, or the first god 
in the Hindu triumvirate, 
Soltes said. Some groups 
are more familiar with oth-
er gods in Hinduism than 
others, from Vishnu to Shi-
va to Krishna, he said. 

“If I am a Krishnite, I un-
derstand Krishna to be a 
constant avatar of being of 
Brahma, but I don’t disac-
knowledge all of the other 
manifestations,” he said. 
“It’s just they haven’t fully 
arrived as Krishna has.”

The text that describes 
that more succinctly is the 
Bhagavad Gita, or divine 
song, which he called a re-
vealed text. In the Sanskrit 
language, this is Shruti, or 
that which is heard. 

Yet it’s found in Ma-
habharata, an epic poem 
that is not heard, but Smri-
ti, or that which is remem-
bered, he said. 

The content, he said, is 
a prince who has decided 
to go into battle to regain 
his throne, but then stops 
because he realized he 
was fighting against fam-
ily, friends and neighbors, 
Soltes said. 

Krisha gives wisdom to 
the prince, essentially say-
ing if he killed his cousin he 
would not kill the soul, but 
instead the body, Soltes said. 

“The truth is, the body is 
an illusion,” he said. “The body 
is what in Sanskrit is called 
maya. The reality of what is 
us is what’s called atman.”

The soul doesn’t die, but 
gets reincarnated in an on-
going cycle. If one does good 
things in one life, they will 
be reincarnated into a bet-
ter life, and vice versa if one 
is bad, which is called karma. 

When one ends up in a 
condition of nirvana, or 

spiritual perfection, they 
are released, which is 
called moksha.

“It’s like a droplet of water 
that is subsumed back in the 
sea of being,” he said. “Once 
that happens, you no lon-
ger can see that droplet of 
water. When I achieve that 
condition of nirvana, I who 
achieves it ceases to be an I.”

Buddhism is partly built 
on Hinduism, he said, 
but the personified God, 
names and concepts are 
not involved. Consequently, 
Soltes said Buddhism, in a 
sense, is not a religion. 

“It’s not trying to tie me 
back to a God that is per-
sonified. … Buddha is not a 
God, it means enlightened,” 
he said. “But by having 
achieved enlightenment in 
the primary text of Bud-
dhism, we understand he, 
in fact, transcends God.”

Buddha does not deny 
gods, but they are not 
where humans came from 
or are trying to return to; 
rather, it’s the sea of being, 
Soltes said.

What are we?
“We are what we as a species 
have come to believe our-
selves to be, or perhaps what 
something other than our-
selves has embedded in our 
consciousness,” Soltes said.

Humans have decided 
what we are over the course 
of our existence, based on 
egos, the brain, soul, heart, 
spirit, mind, God and gods. 

“We cannot know, but 
it’s also part of our human 
essence to keep on try-
ing to know,” Soltes said. “I 
don’t know if that’s part of 
our soul or something else, 
but it’s certainly an ongo-
ing process — sometimes 
for better and sometimes 
for worse.” 

Georgetown’s Soltes gives history of soul to open week

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Ori Z. Soltes, teaching professor at the Center for Jewish Civilization at Georgetown University, delivers his lecture “What Are We? Three Early Visions and Versions of the Soul” Monday in the Amphitheater.

We are what we as a species have come to believe 
ourselves to be, or perhaps what something other 
than ourselves has embedded in our consciousness.”

—ORI Z. SOLTES
Teaching professor,  

Georgetown University’s Center for Jewish Civilization



Page 6 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com  Wednesday, August 18, 2021

L E C T U R E

NICK DANLAG 
STAFF WRITER

Norman Ornstein had 
some questions for his Am-
phitheater audience: How 
many of them know some-
one who has a mental ill-
ness, and how many know 
someone with a very seri-
ous mental illness? Then he 
asked the people who did 
not raise their hands: Why 
were they lying? 

“The fact is that mental 
illness touches virtually ev-
ery family in this society,” 
said Ornstein, an emeri-
tus scholar at the Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute 
and the vice president of 
the Matthew Harris Orn-
stein Memorial Foundation, 
named in memory of his 
son Matthew. 

And just like every fam-
ily, Ornstein said, his own 
has been touched by men-
tal illness.

“I’ll try and keep my 
composure as much as I 
can,” Ornstein said, “but 
our son, Matthew, was a 
brilliant, funny, warm and 
compassionate person who 
was a national champion 
high school debater, went 
to Princeton and excelled, 
was out in Hollywood hav-
ing success when, at age 24, 
he had a psychotic break.”

Ornstein said his son 
and family went through 10 
years of pain because of a 
broken system, from health 
care to court systems, that 
are not fit to support people 
with mental illness. His son 
was one of them, and “had 
no insight into the fact that 
he had an illness,” which is 
called anosognosia.

“He believed that for 
some reason, which he could 
not fathom, God had come 

for him and had taken his 
soul, but left his body behind 
inadvertently, and it was a 
struggle to recapture God’s 
grace and get back his soul,” 
Ornstein said. “The idea of 
taking medicine or getting 
treatment was anathema 
to him, because it would be 
taking the easy way out, and 
God would not approve.”

Ornstein was naive, he 
said, and thought medica-
tion would be a magic bul-
let. But in reality, it was one 
of many steps. 

“Now, for the rest of 
us, as we tried, we got no 
help from a system that 
did not provide any ave-
nue for family members to 
intervene, but also left him 
on his own, because of the 
assumption that he was a 
person with freedom and 
agency,” Ornstein said. 

Ornstein said his son 
suffered from a “double 
whammy” of mental illness 
and cigarette addiction.

“He died in a hotel room 
of carbon monoxide poison-
ing. An accidental death, but 
a death that was not preor-
dained, that did not have to 
happen,” Ornstein said. “And 
as my wife has said many 
times, he died with his civil 
liberties intact.”

His family and he had 
two options, he said: “Curl 
up in a ball into the corner 
and just grieve,” or, as Pres-
ident Joe Biden said, “Turn 
our grief into purpose.”

At 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday 
in the Amp, Ornstein joined 
Steven Leifman and Thomas 
Insel in a panel discussion 
about the state of mental 
health in the U.S. and ways 
forward through reforms 
in health care and criminal 
justice. Leifman is an asso-

ciate administrative judge of 
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit 
Court of Florida, and Insel 
is the former director of the 
National Institute of Mental 
Health. The three spoke as 
part of Week Eight’s theme 
of “The Human Brain: Our 
Greatest Mystery.”

Leifman said most judges 
received no training on how 
to approach working with 
people with mental illness.

“The criminal justice sys-
tem in America is the repos-
itory for many failed pub-
lic policies, and there is no 
greater failed public policy 
than our treatment toward 
people with serious mental 
illnesses,” Leifman said. “But 
none of that was taught to 
me before I started.”

Early in Leifman’s career 
on the bench, he handled 
low-level charges for peo-
ple who were still in cus-
tody. Most commonly, the 
people he saw in his court 
were defendants who had 
serious mental illnesses 
who did not know how to 
get out of jail.

As a young judge right 
before a trial, Insel was ap-
proached by the parents of 
the defendant. The mom 
was crying and the dad was 
shaking and begged him to 
do whatever he could to 
help their son. Their son 
was a nationally ranked 
debater in high school, a 
Harvard graduate and had 
been cycling through the 
criminal justice system. 

As a relatively new judge, 
Leifman thought he had 
more power than he actu-
ally did. 

“I deal in logic, and I 
knew if you got arrest-
ed and had a heart attack, 
there was an amazing 
health care system you 
would go to and you would 
get really good care, and I 
said, ‘Well, it must be the 
same for people with men-
tal illnesses,’” Leifman said. 
“So I promised them that 
I would get their son help. 
The worst mistake I ever 
made as a judge.”

As Leifman started to go 
back to the courtroom, the 

mother stopped him, and 
said, “With all due respect, 
I think my son knows more 
about mental health than 
you do.” 

“Excuse me?” Leifman said. 
Her son was the former 

head of psychiatry at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital, until one 
day he had his first psychot-
ic breakdown. He did not 
show up to work, thought he 
needed to be closer to God 
 — which is called religious 
ideation — cashed in his life 
insurance policy, flew to Is-
rael, was later deported for 
running around naked in the 
Orthodox sections of Jerusa-
lem, and was now homeless.

In the trial, Leifman could 
see nothing wrong with the 
defendant; he was thoughtful 
and more respectful than the 
lawyers, to the point where 
Leifman thought that it might 
be the parents who were the 
problem. So Leifman asked 
him how, if there was noth-
ing wrong with him, a Har-
vard-educated doctor ended 
up in his position. He trig-
gered a psychotic breakdown 
in the defendant.

“It took me a long time to 
understand that I caused his 
psychotic episode. He never 
told me that he was a Har-
vard-educated psychiatrist, 
and as soon as I said those 
words to him, his brilliant, 
fast mind made the assump-
tion that I must have been 
part of the CIA conspiracy, 
because how else would I 
know?” Leifman said. “And 
the one person he thought he 
could trust in the courtroom, 
the judge, had let him down.”

Leifman later did what 
his predecessor told him to 
do and ordered psychologi-
cal evaluations, and all three 
came back that the defendant 
was incompetent to stand 
trial and met the criteria for 
involuntary hospitalization. 
Leifman was about to order 
he be put in a mental hospital 
and put on medication, when 
a lawyer informed him that, 
as a local judge, he did not 
have the authority to do so. 

Leifman’s only option was 
to send him back into society.

“This is the state of our 

mental health system in 
America. Not only did I not 
fulfill the promise I had made 
to his parents, I put him at 
risk, I put the community at 
risk, I probably put my job at 
risk, God forbid, (if) he went 
out and did something ter-
rible, or something terrible 
happened to him,” Leifman 
said. “But I followed the law 
that day.”

Insel said stories like this 
are not the exception. For 
people in mental health cri-
ses, they are far more likely, 
he said, to go into the crim-
inal justice system than into 
the health care system. 

But he said this wasn’t 
inevitable, and there are 
plenty of good treatments 
throughout the world and 
in the U.S. — and though a 
lot of the focus is put onto 
medications, they are only 
a small part of treatment. 

Fifty years ago, he said, 
people with mental illness 
were not funneled into the 
criminal justice system.

“We didn’t send people to 
jail,” Insel said. “We didn’t 
assume that this was the 
job of a judge or a warden 
or a prison. We actually had 
health care for them. We 
had a community mental 
health system — wasn’t per-
fect, lots of problems there, 
too little of it actually dealt 
with the people who had 
the greatest needs.”

In the 1850s, he said so-
ciety moved people with 
mental illness from the pris-
ons into hospitals. He said 
people were at least safe in 
these hospitals, but were 
not well treated in many 
places, though sometimes 

they were. Public support 
for these systems decayed 
into the 1900s, and in 1963, 
President John F. Kenne-
dy said people with mental 
illness and people in these 
hospitals should no longer 
“be alien to our affections.”

“All of that changed in 
about 1980, when the Rea-
gan Administration basical-
ly demolished the commu-
nity mental health system, 
which wasn’t working all 
that great anyway,” Insel 
said. “By that time, it need-
ed to be rebuilt, and they 
decided to simply gut it.”

Since then, Insel said, in 
the U.S., beds in hospitals 
dedicated for people with 
mental illness dropped from 
600,000 to 39,000, while the 
amount of people has only 
gone up, especially within 
unhoused and formerly in-
carcerated populations. 

Insel said everyone sees 
pieces of this “extraordi-
nary injustice,” from people 
who are homeless to over-
crowded jails. 

“What we don’t under-
stand is that much of the 
root cause of those social 
ills, and sometimes the ex-
treme poverty that we hear 
about, is untreated men-
tal illness,” Insel said. “Yet, 
this is entirely treatable. I 
shouldn’t say entirely, but 
it’s mostly treatable. We 
can do so much better if 
we care about it and if we 
know about it.”

In 2000, Leifman had 
meetings in Miami with po-
lice, health care workers and 
politicians who recognized 
the need for reforms around 
how institutions treated 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Norman Ornstein, emeritus scholar at the American Enterprise Institute, asks the audience to raise their hands if they or someone they know has been a!ected by mental illness at the opening of a conversation with 
Thomas Insel, former director of the National Institute of Mental Health, and Steven Leifman, associate administrative judge of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, Tuesday in the Amphitheater. 

Ornstein, Liefman, Insel discuss depth of  mental health crisis in U.S., ways forward

The criminal justice system in America is the 
repository for many failed public policies, and there 
is no greater failed public policy than our treatment 
toward people with serious mental illnesses. But none 
of that was taught to me before I started.”

—STEVEN LEIFMAN
Associate administrative judge,

Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court of Florida

The fact is that mental illness touches virtually every 
family in this society.”

—NORMAN ORNSTEIN
Emeritus scholar, 

American Enterprise Institute
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DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
From left, Insel, Leifman and Ornstein join in conversation on mental health and the health care and justice systems in the Amp.

Ornstein, Liefman, Insel discuss depth of  mental health crisis in U.S., ways forward
people with mental illness. 
Leifman worked to educate 
police officers on how to work 
with people in crisis through 
a 40-hour training program.

“Over the last 10 years, 
we kept data on the two 
largest agencies, Miami 
and Miami-Dade. Those 
two agencies alone handled 
105,268 cases, and out of the 
105,000-plus mental health 
cases, they only made 198 
arrests,” Leifman said. “The 
number of arrests in Mi-
ami-Dade went from 118,000 
arrests per year before our 
program to just 53,000. After 
we did all of our training,  the 
program saved the county 
300 years of jail-bed days.”

What Leifman and others 
did not expect from their 
work was for the rate of 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order within police officers 
to go down. He said police 
officers often do not want 
to seek mental health treat-
ment within their own de-
partment for fear of ridicule, 
so part of their reforms was 
creating a better pipeline for 
officers to seek treatment in 
other departments.

Another reform mak-
ing its way through on the 
federal level is the mental 
health crisis line, 988. Insel 
said that across the coun-
try, as soon as states enact 
it, people can call this num-
ber to receive mental health 
support from a nurse, a so-
cial worker and a peer, who 
Leifman called the “secret 
sauce of the program.”

“The first thing we have to 
do is not to convince some-
one to take medication. We 
have to convince some-
body that they want to live,” 
Leifman said. “By the time 
they end up in jail with these 
illnesses, they’ve given up on 
life. They don’t really want 
to breathe. They’ve lost all 
hope. They have no dreams. 
They’ve been treated like 
garbage by all of us, and the 
systems that we send them 
to whether it’s civil or crimi-
nal,” Leifman said.

While 988 responders will 
have a direct line to the po-
lice, they will not have a po-

lice officer with them when 
they first arrive on the scene. 

“We know that about 6% 
of calls will require police 
involvement. But that means 
94% of the time, we’re going 
to handle this in a different 
way,” Insel said. 

Leifman said the next re-
form which might be added 
is more virtual crisis re-
sponse. He said people in 
rural areas may not have 
access to a quick response 
from 988, so adding a way 
of treatment through phone 
could increase accessibility. 

Then Leifman talked about 
a project in the works with the 
University of South Florida. 
Leifman’s team asked them 
to identify a smaller group of 
repeat offenders with mental 
illness. He expected a group 
of 1,000 people, but USF nar-
rowed the group down to 97 
people who, over five years, 
were arrested 2,200 times, 
spent 27,000 days in Dade 
County Jail and cost taxpay-
ers $14.7 million.

“Whether you’re a com-
passionate, empathetic per-
son who just is horrified by 
this — which we all should be 
— or you’re really concerned 
about your taxes, we are all 
on the same page on this, 
because we are wasting it,” 
Leifman said. “Do you know 
what it costs in America for 
this problem? Over a trillion 
dollars a year to incarcerate 
this population in direct and 
indirect costs. Seventy per-
cent of the people in jail have 
a mental illness, or substance 
use disorder, or both.”

Leifman said the work has 
been so successful that one of 

the jails in the area was closed 
because fewer people with 
mental illness were funneled 
into the system and more 
formerly incarcerated people 
received the help they need-
ed. This is saving Miami-Dade 
County $12 million a year.

And because the work 
was so successful, Leifman 
and his group were approved 
funding for a new short-term 
mental health service. It is 
a seven-story building with 
200 beds, with every service 
needed, from a crisis stabi-
lization unit to a short-term 
residential facility, primary, 
dental and eye clinic, a tat-
too remover, a courtroom, 
and programs run by peo-
ple with mental illnesses to 
teach self-sufficiency.

“Instead of just kicking 
people to the curb once 
we’ve adjudicated their case, 
we will gently reintegrate 
them back into the commu-
nity with the support that 
they need to maintain their 
recovery,” Leifman said. 
“People can recover. This is 
not a death sentence.”

The three panelists want 
more people to get involved 
in this work.

“We just have to start 
thinking about these like 
other illnesses,” Leifman 
said. “You wouldn’t let 
someone with cancer or 
heart disease lay out on the 
street and walk by them. 
And I don’t know why we’re 
not madder about it. I don’t 
want to be the angriest man 
in the room. It is so offen-
sive because we, as judges 
and the police, we see this 
every single day.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Insel, at left, and Leifman share challenges and success stories from mental health reforms in their 
fields of health care and criminal justice.

• Judges and Psychiatrists Leadership Initiative:
https://csgjusticecenter.org/projects/judges-and-psychiatrists-leadership-initiative/ 
 
• National Center for State Courts Chief Justices/Court Administrators Mental 
Health initiative:
https://www.ncsc.org/behavioralhealth
 
• Miami Center for Mental Health and Recovery:
https://miamifoundationformentalhealth.org/
 
• Mathew Ornstein Memorial Foundation:
mornstein.org
 
• Crazy: A Father’s Search Through America’s Mental Health Madness, by Pete 
Earley

• “Bedlam,” a PBS documentary by Kenneth Paul Rosenberg
 
• “The Definition of Insanity,” a documentary on Leifman’s work streaming on 
assembly.chq.org

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Tuesday’s panelists recommend these additional resources:

What we don’t understand is that much of the root 
cause of those social ills ... is untreated mental illness. 
Yet, this is entirely treatable. I shouldn’t say entirely, 
but it’s mostly treatable. We can do so much better if 
we care about it and if we know about it.”

—THOMAS INSEL
Former director, 

National Institute of Mental Health



The Sue Hammond Innes 
Lectureship, established in 
2020, helps support today’s 
10:30 a.m. lecture featuring 
Bianca Jones Marlin, Ph.D. 

Sue Hammond Innes was 
born in Willits, California, 
a small town located three 
hours north of San Fran-
cisco in redwood country.  
She was the first person in 
her family to go to college, 
attending Stanford Univer-
sity. Following college, she 
spent two years at the Har-
vard School of Public Health, 
earning a master of public 
health degree with a focus 
on microbiology. Returning 
to California, she added a 
doctor of medicine degree 
at the University of Cali-
fornia at Davis, where she 
met her husband, Jeff Innes.  
They met in the surgery de-
partment, where Sue decided 
she did not want to pursue 
surgery, but Jeff decided he 
definitely wanted to pursue 
her. They began dating short-
ly after, and married in 1982. 
After medical school grad-
uation, Sue and Jeff moved 
to Columbus, Ohio, to begin 
their professional careers 
and build a family. Sue spent 
25 years as a pediatric pathol-
ogist at the Children’s Hospi-
tal in Columbus, where she 

served as a faculty member 
of the OSU Medical School, a 
department chairperson and 
the chief of medical staff. She 
published over 75 research 
papers focusing on childhood 
cancer survivors and devot-
ed her career to furthering 
knowledge of pathology. Sue 
was soft spoken, diplomat-
ic and humble, and she was 

a champion of science and 
its importance in the world 
today. She was constantly 
reading books about science 
and often emphasized the 
importance of having science 
represented in Chautauqua 
lectures. This lectureship is 
a small way to celebrate Sue’s 
life, and her lifelong dedica-
tion to a career in science.    
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/18
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Difficulty Level 8/17

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

NEXT SEASON FOR RENTFOR RENT

Someone to watch sweet, older 
dog August 21 thru September 
3. $12.50/hr. Needed during 
Amphitheatre/other events. 
Miller close to Bestor Plaza. 
Call 412-999-6273 for more 
information.

HELP WANTED

40 Hurst. Renovated 1st floor 
1BD/1BR apartment with park-
ing and private patio. All ameni-
ties included. Available for 2022 
season 3 week minimum. Call 
Lauren Cohen 917-881-6064

HEADSHOT HEADQUARTERS 
- REASONABLE. Call 732-272-
5510 for your sitting.

SERVICES

NEXT SEASON

FOR RENT

Hammond Innes Lectureship supports Marlin

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures or 
livestream programs? 
Join CHQ Assembly 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua.

Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Sue Hammond Innes, pictured here on the beach in the Galapagos Islands in 2014, is the inspiration 
for the lectureship bearing her name established by her husband in 2020 that supports Bianca Jones 
Marlin’s morning lecture. She described the day this photo was taken as “the best day of my life.”
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P R O G R A M

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 18

6:30 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah.) 
Donation. Marion Lawrance Room, 
2nd floor, Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “The 
Challenge of Understanding.” The 
Rev. Lynn Casteel Harper, minister 
of older adults, The Riverside Church 
in the City of New York. Amphitheater

“Sometimes history takes things into  
its own hands!”

By George Stevens Jr.
Directed by Steve H. Broadnax III 
Featuring guest artist Brian Marable

Aug. 13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 21 & 22
4 p.m. • Performance Pavilion on Pratt

Purchase or reserve your seat at tickets.chq.org

CHAUTAUQUA THEATER COMPANY

9:00 Science Group Presentation. 
(Programmed by the CLSC Science 
Circle.) “Lessons from the Women’s 
Health Initiative.” Jean Wactawski-
Wende. Hurlbut Sanctuary and 
Zoom (chautauquascience.com)

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:15  Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Historical Sketches.” Esther 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House and Zoom (cocweb.org)

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Bianca Jones Marlin, principal 
investigator, Columbia University’s 
Mortimer B. Zuckerman Mind Brain 
Behavior Institute. Amphitheater

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

12:00 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell 
Chapel

12:00  Brown Bag. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) “Quaker 
Perspectives on Neurodiversity” 
Emily Savin, New England Yearly 
Meeting. Quaker House, 28 

Ames and Zoom (email friend@
quakerschq.org)

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Shoppers limited 
to 12 at a time in 15-minute 
increments. Behind Colonnade

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Nancey Murphy, senior professor 
of Christian philosophy, Fuller 
Theological Seminary. Amphitheater

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Meet at Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

2:00 Language Hour. CWC House

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:30 Mah Jongg. Sports Club

4:00 THEATER. New Play Workshop.  
Rebecca Oaxaca Lays Down a Bunt, 
by Kristoffer Diaz. Smith Wilkes Hall

4:00 Trees! (Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
forester. This walk may go off-trail 
into the forest. Meet at the lake 
side of Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Facebook and Zoom 

7:00 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

8:15 SPECIAL. Black Violin: 
Impossible Tour. Amphitheater

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 19

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 (7:30–8:30) Mystic Heart 
Meditation: Spiritual Practices 
of World Religions. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/
Kabbalah.) Donation. Marion 
Lawrance Room, 2nd floor, 
Hurlbut Church

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church

8:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00 (8–8) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Main Gate 
Welcome Center

8:30 (8:30–8:35) Chautauqua Prays 
For Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:00 (9–3) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Bestor Plaza 
Visitors Center

9:00 (9–11) Vaccination Verification 
Station Hours. For admittance to 
Amphitheater and Performance 
Pavilion on Pratt vaccinated 
seating. Bring gate pass, photo 
ID and vaccination card or photo 
of vaccination card. Amphitheater 
Screen House

9:00 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Making 
the Most of Time.” The Rev. Lynn 
Casteel Harper, minister of older 
adults, The Riverside Church in the 
City of New York. Amphitheater

9:00 Community Presentation. A 
Review of Proposed Edits to 
Chautauqua Institution Architectural 
& Land Use Regulations. Bob 
Jeffrey, chair, Architectural Review 
Board, Chautauqua Institution Board 
of Trustees. John Shedd, vice 
president of campus planning and 
operations, Chautauqua Institution. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:00 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Nita Farahany, director, The Duke 
Initiative for Science & Society. 
(Pre-recorded lecture to be 
displayed on screens prior to live 
remote Q-and-A.) Amphitheater

CANCELED

12:00 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) DIY 
Ice Cream with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Henry Danielson, author, 
Island People. Lara Lillibridge, 
author, Girlish: Growing Up in a 
Lesbian Home. For more info, visit 
chq.org/fcwc. Zoom

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market 

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports 
Club

1:30 English Lawn Bowling. Bowling 
green

1:30 Nature Walk. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, naturalist. This Walk may 
go off-trail. Meet at the lake side of 
Smith Wilkes Hall 

2:30 (2:30–4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:30 CLSC AUTHOR PRESENTATION. 
Lynn Casteel Harper, On 
Vanishing: Mortality, Dementia, and 
What It Means to Disappear. CHQ 
Assembly (assembly.chq.org)

4:00 Reading to Lola. Children 5 and 
up invited to read to Lola. (Weather 
permitting.) Smith Memorial Library

4:00 THEATER. Thurgood. (Reserved 
seating; purchase Preferred tickets 
or reserve 6-person lawn pods at 
tickets.chq.org, or by visiting Ticket 
Office.) Performance Pavilion on Pratt

5:00 Worship Sharing. Quaker House

5:00 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

8:15 SPECIAL. Sphinx Artists. 
Amphitheater

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Bill Charlap Trio performs Sunday in the Amphitheater.
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