
SARAH RUSSO
STAFF WRITER

From Super Mario 64 and 
Minecraft to Space Invad-
ers and Tetris, there is a 
video game of just about 
everything designed for 
everyone. 

Kris Alexander, also 
known as the “professor of 
video games,” has spent his 
professional life research-
ing, developing and playing 
video games. 

An assistant professor 
of media production in 
the RTA School of Media 
at Toronto Metropolitan 
University and director of 
the Red Bull Gaming Hub, 
a research lab based at the 
school, Alexander is a per-
fect match for this week’s 
lecture series theme of  
“Games: A Celebration of 
Our Most Human Pastime.” 
Alexander will begin his 
presentation at 10:45 a.m. 
this morning in the Amphi-
theater. 

Alexander was a senior 
in college when he discov-
ered the power of video 
games. He was in a typical, 
lecture-style class where 
the professor would read 
word-for-word from the 
slideshow for the three-
hour lecture. 

After some experiment-
ing, Alexander found his 
Gameboy was the winning 
tool in his education. 

Soon Alexander decided to 
become a professor himself – 
of video game design. He said 
the crossover between video 
games and everyday jobs was 
more wide-ranging than he 
expected. 

“Most people, they’re 
only thinking about this one 
here, gameplay,” Alexander 
said. “But if you look, there’s 
audio artists; there’s com-
posers, quality assurance, 
community manager, (and) 
designers.” 

Now, Alexander said he is 
working to integrate video 
games into the classroom to 
“level up” education.

Institution announces new model for Opera Company, Conservatory; community meeting scheduled | Page 3
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Chautauqua School of Dance alumni are 
dancing their way back to the Institution 
for the annual All-Star Dance Gala and 
will take the stage tonight at 8:15 p.m. at 
the Amphitheater.

Dancers who attended the Chautau-
qua School of Dance will flock back to 
the grounds to perform this evening. 
The performance boasts a variety of 
ballet pieces performed by individuals 
and partners, including multiple piec-
es originally choreographed by George 
Balanchine and the world premiere of a 
piece choreographed by Sasha Janes, ar-
tistic director of the School of Dance.

Pat Feighan, president of Chautauqua 
Dance Circle, said many of the return-
ing dancers are past recipients of CDC 
scholarships.

“We’ve known them and watched them 
in their career,” she said. “The dancers 
that Sasha brings back are at the top of 
their career in some of the most presti-
gious ballet companies in the country.”

Dancers come to Chautauqua Insti-
tution from all parts of the country – 
New York, Atlanta and Seattle, to name 
a few. One of the challenges presented 
by a coming together of talented artists 
throughout the dance community is the 
lack of time to rehearse, so dancers of-
ten perform solo or partnered (pas de 
deux) pieces.

“Typically, they have to come pre-
pared,” Janes said. “Often, I’ve picked 
stuff that’s in their repertoire already, 
and then it’s just a matter of getting here 
a couple of days before and acclimatizing.”

GEORGIA PRESSLEY / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Chun Wai, left, and Isabella LaFreniere perform as a part of last summer’s Alumni All-Star Ballet Gala in the Amphitheater. Wai and LaFreniere performed Balachine’s 
“Tchaikovsky Pas de Duex.”

Alexander 
to explain 
impactful 
synergy, 
power of 
learning 
in games

Religious education typical-
ly relies on the grammar of 
traditional schooling; Rab-
bi Michael Shire thinks it’s 
time for a paradigm shift 
— one of meaning-making; 
embedded, spiritualized rit-
ual practice; and sensing be-
yond self toward community 
and commandment.

“What is more is that this 
combination of inner, per-
sonal meaning-making and 
outer expression of practice 
and values has to be formed 
individually but fostered 
and sustained communally 

for Jewish education to be 
deemed successful,” Shire 
wrote for the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary.

Enter Torah Godly Play, 
a pedagogy Shire founded, 
drawing on a methodolo-
gy established by Christian 
theologian Jerome Berry-
man. Shire will discuss how 
Torah Godly Play utilizes sto-
rytelling to shape religious 
education for Jewish children 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy, part of the Week 
Two Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries theme “A Spirit of Play.”

Widely published in the 
fields of Jewish education 
and spiritual education, 
Shire has published four 
books of creative liturgy 
with medieval illuminations 
in association with the Brit-
ish and Bodleian Libraries 
(he grew up in Birmingham 
and attended University Col-
lege, London). While earning 
his master’s and doctorate 
in Jewish Education at He-
brew Union College in New 
York and in Los Angeles, his 
research focused on a cur-
riculum orientation for spir-

itual enhancement in Jewish 
educational settings. 

Years of study, research 
and practice led to Torah 
Godly Play — an approach that 
centers stories of faith; not to 
tell them, but to know them.

When he encountered 
Berryman’s Godly Play, Shire 
realized that it’s “not like 
anything else that we have 
witnessed in Jewish educa-
tion, and in some ways it is 
countercultural to the norms 
in our community of ‘strug-
gling’ with or deconstructing 
the text,” Shire wrote.

ALEXANDER
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OPEN HOUSES TODAY!
 26 Palestine Ave. Unit 3 from 1-2:30

 107 Mina Edison Drive from 3-4:30
Enjoy Chautauqua
year-round in this

lovely 4BR 3.5BA home!
Located at the end of
the street, surrounded
by beautiful trees in a
tranquil setting. With
multiple options for

use, start making CHQ
memories here today!
Offered at $625,000

Excellent central
location, this lovely

efficiency unit is merely
steps to the Amp!

Recently renovated
kitchen and bathroom.

Pet-free building. Ready
to use year-round!

Delayed Negotiations.
Offered at $215,000

DEBORAH TREFTS
STAFF WRITER

Friendly, engaging and — 
most of all — playful audience 
interaction is the focus of the 
first two weeks of the Chau-
tauqua Women’s Club’s 2023 
“Chautauqua Speaks” series.

Yes, Phyllis K. Lerner 
will be speaking during her 
presentation, “Games for 
Grown-Ups” at 2:30 p.m. 
today at the CWC House, 
but she also plans to get 
people moving, too.

“I’m wearing tennis 
shoes,” she said, teasing 
what’s in store. “There will 
be about 10 pickleballs in-
volved in the CWC program. 
We will have music, and I’m 
bringing my speaker.”

She said she wants adults 
to consider why games have 
just one winner and every-
one else loses, while looking 
at the theory behind them — 

with a bit of an edge.
“None of this is R-rat-

ed, but I don’t want people 
bringing their (young) kids,” 
she said. “… My task is rais-
ing some of their curiosity.”

Although theory about 
games and play will not 
be explored in depth, pro-
fessionally Lerner is a go-
to person of national and 
international acclaim for 
turning educational theory 
into effective action. 

In elementary school, she 
was the person most kids 
wanted to be: the one usu-
ally chosen first for kick-
ball. Until the Little League 
baseball season began, she 
played alongside the boys. 
Throughout middle and 
high school, she continued 
to excel in sports.

When she graduated 
high school in 1967, Lern-
er received the award for 
“Outstanding Girl Athlete,” 
given a plastic box with a 
pin inside, as she wrote in a 
recent blog post about Ti-
tle IX for the Mid-Atlantic 
Equity Center. She noticed, 
however, that the boy who 
got the comparable award 
instead received a full col-
lege athletic scholarship, 
a big trophy and a Rotary 
Club check. 

“It was the first time I 
said to myself, ‘That’s not 
fair,’ ” she recalled.

Eventually – 50 years later 
– she received a high school 
letter. She was also admitted 
to her high school’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame.

Athletics meant so much 
to Lerner that she majored 
in physical education and 
dance at Springfield Col-
lege in Massachusetts. At 
its 50th Anniversary of 
Women and Sport, she re-
ceived Springfield’s Distin-
guished Alumnae Award.

Even more remarkable, 
however, is Lerner’s sub-
sequent academic and 
professional path in edu-
cational equity – including 
race, gender, and language.

In California, she earned 
her Master of Arts in Edu-
cation, specializing in com-
parative and international 
curriculum and instruction 
at Chapman University. She 
also completed the Ad-
vanced Studies Program at 
Claremont Graduate School 
and earned the administra-
tive services credential at 
Azusa Pacific University.

In eight countries host-
ing Children’s Internation-
al Summer Villages, Lerner 
served as delegation leader 

and seminar camp director.
And for decades, she 

worked in various positions 
within and far beyond Cal-
ifornia on gender equity, 
including for the California 
Department of Education’s 
Title IX Office.

Currently, she teaches at 
Johns Hopkins University’s 
Graduate School of Educa-
tion and at Agahozo-Shalom 
Youth Village in Rwanda.

“I am a teacher of teach-
ers,” Lerner said. “In theo-
ry, there’s equity. But the 
girls’ drop-out rates are far 
greater than the boys.”

So, she assists district, 
regional and other edu-
cational and social justice 
agencies in the design, 
coordination and perfor-
mance of staff development 
and outreach programs in 
more than 45 U.S. states 
and abroad.

Lerner also provides 
training and technical as-
sistance on instruction and 
diversity issues to admin-
istrators, teachers, school 
boards, paraprofessionals, 
school/community per-
sonnel and families.

 In addition, she devel-
ops and implements strate-
gies for advancing inclusive 
and effective education.

“You can’t just make it 
inclusive, but inviting and 
inclusive,” Lerner said.

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from In-
stitution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity 
is featured that day in a story, it should not be repeated 
in the Briefly column. Submit information to Ryan Co-
rey in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name 
of organization, time and place of meeting and one 
contact person’s name with phone number. Deadline is 
5 p.m. four days before publication. 

Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle news
There is still time to join the CLSC Class of 2023; the ap-
plication and supplemental materials deadline has been 
extended to July 10. Learn how we’ll celebrate the CLSC 
Class of 2023 at meetings at 9 a.m. on Wednesday (Week 
Two); July 12 (Week Three); July 19 (Week Four). 

Join the CLSC Class of 2024. Participate in the CLSC 
Class of 2024 Formation Meetings at 9 a.m. on July 11 (Week 
Three); July 25 (Week Five); and Aug. 8 (Week Seven). 

Submit your applications to be recognized for your 
Guild of Seven Seals level reading. The application dead-
line has been extended to July 14. Learn how we’ll cel-
ebrate our Guild graduates during a hybrid preparation 
meeting at 9 a.m. on July 18 (Week Four). 

All meetings listed are hybrid; if you’ll be at Chautauqua 
on these dates, join us in the Literary Arts Center at Alum-
ni Hall, or join us via Zoom (invitations will be emailed).

CLSC Class of 2000 news
The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Class of 2000 will 
meet at 12:30 p.m. Monday for a free lunch in the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Dining Room. RSVP to Ellen 
Chamberlin at 440-346-4495. 

Ask the Staff Tent Time
Please stop by the green tent on Bestor Plaza between 3 
and 5 p.m. today for “Ask the Staff Tent Time” (Rain loca-
tion: Colonnade porch). Shannon Rozner, general coun-
sel and senior vice president of community relations and 
Amit Taneja, senior vice president and Chief Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity and Accessibility Officer, will be there. 
No appointment, no agenda. Just drop in and chat.

Chautauqua Science Group news
At 9:15 a.m. today in Hurlbut Sanctuary, Susan Woods, M.D., 
discusses “PRP for Wound Healing and Cosmetic Issues.” 
Woods’ talk will be presented in-person and streamed on 
Zoom; to request a link, email sciencetalkschq@gmail.com.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Language Hour is at 1 p.m. today at the CWC House. Artists 
at the Market will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. today at the Chau-
tauqua Farmer’s Market. The opening day for the Flea Bou-
tique is from noon to 2 p.m. today behind the Colonnade.

Men’s Softball League news
Come watch the YAC vs. Slugs game at 5 p.m. and the 
Fish Heads vs. Arthritics game at 6:30 p.m. tonight at 
Sharpe Field.

Chautauqua Dialogues welcomes new facilitators
Join the Chautauqua Dialogues as a facilitator. Chautau-
qua Dialogues provides an opportunity for Chautauquans 
to have meaningful engagement and conversation within 
the context of the Chautauqua weekly theme in an infor-
mal and small group setting led by a trained facilitator. 
Nineteen sessions will be offered every week this season. 
For information, contact rogerdoebke@me.com.
 
Organ Recital
Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared Ja-
cobsen Chair for the Organist, and Nicholas Stigall, or-
gan scholar, will have a joint organ recital on the Massey 
Memorial Organ at 12:15 p.m. today in the Amphitheater. 
The theme of the recital is “Americana.” The program will 
feature American composers including Florence Price, 
Pamela Decker, Margret Sandresky and George Shearing. 
Shearing was an Amp favorite in the 1960s and ‘70s. Staf-
ford and Stigall will play individually and the finale will be 
an organ duet, “Patriotic Rhapsody.”

Special Program with Miami University of Ohio
Stefanie Dunning, professor of English at Miami University 
of Ohio, will lead a special program at 12:30 p.m. today at 
Smith Wilkes Hall titled “The Zen of Games and The Divin-
ity of Play.” This event is free thanks to the generous sup-
port of the Miami University and Chautauqua Institution 
Partnership Endowment Fund.

Opera Conservatory news
At 10 a.m. today in McKnight Hall, join Voice students in 
the 2023 Opera Conservatory for a public masterclass. At 7 
p.m. tonight in McKnight, Guest Artist Ben Moore will cu-
rate a recital of songs performed by students in the Opera 
Conservatory.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Lerner to talk joy of joining games at CWC

LERNER



The video game industry 
is a behemoth, bringing in 
$159.3 billion globally. But 
according to the Interna-
tional Game Developers As-
sociation, only 4% of game 
creators identify as Black.

Jaycee Holmes is looking 
to change that. Holmes is 
director of curriculum for 
the nonprofit CodeHouse 
and a professor of art and 
visual culture at Spelman 
College, where she co-
leads the Spelman Innova-
tion Lab. At 3:30 p.m. today 

in the Hall of Philosophy, 
she’ll lend her perspective 
to the Week Two theme of 
“Games: A Celebration of 
Our Most Human Pastime,” 
for the African American 
Heritage House’s Chautau-
qua Speaker Series.

To date, CodeHouse has 
raised more than $3 mil-
lion in funding from indus-
try-leading technology com-
panies — like PayPal, Google 
and Microsoft — to further 
promote their mission to 
bridge a stronger connection 

between students of color 
and tech giants. 

“We’re going to see diver-
sity in all types of gaming, 
from the controllers that 
we use, to the storylines 
that are being told, to the 
characters that you’re see-
ing,” Holmes told ABC News 
in March. “More seats at the 
table means more quality 
gaming and experiences.”

Holmes, who earned her 
master’s degree at New York 
University’s Interactive Tele-
communications Program 

and did her undergradu-
ate studies at Spelman, was 
named to Forbes 2023 30 Un-
der 30 list for Social Impact 
in recognition of her work.

Among the nonprof-
it’s initiatives is an annual 
networking event through 
which CodeHouse connects 
3,000 Atlanta high school 
students with developers 
from tech companies like 
Google and Netflix. The stu-
dents get a hands-on look at 
how those companies’ apps 
and products are made.

Holmes’ focus is much 
the same at Spelman’s In-
novation Lab, where stu-
dents are learning the 
foundations of video game 
creation, and bringing oth-
er HBCU’s into the process. 
Recently, Spelman invit-
ed students from a doz-
en colleges for a weekend 
crash course in game de-
velopment, taking the 65% 
of student attendees who 
had no prior experience in 
game design or develop-
ment, down to zero.
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O P E R A

Chautauqua Institution and 
its Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany and Conservatory, like 
performing arts organiza-
tions industry-wide, are 
navigating challenges and 
uncertainties as the field 
emerges from the COVID-19 
pandemic. This is a period 
of deep reflection about the 
future of opera in Ameri-
ca, including at Chautauqua 
which hosts North America’s 
oldest continuously operat-
ing summer opera compa-
ny and fourth-oldest opera 
company in the nation. 

The current model for op-
era at Chautauqua requires 
subsidy from Institution op-
erations on an annual basis 
that has been controlled his-
torically to the extent possi-
ble through repeated pro-
duction modifications. As 
expenses continue to grow 
due to rising labor, housing, 
security, and supplies costs, 
it has become more difficult 
each year to present major 
professional productions 
while we also experience 
downward trends in atten-
dance that mirror national 
trends. Additionally, Chau-
tauqua Institution returned 

to full programming in 2022, 
but has not yet regained its 
historic levels of attendance. 
The combination of these 
factors led the Institution to 
develop careful multi-year 
budget plans that imagine a 
significantly reduced budget 
model for opera.  

The Institution an-
nounced Tuesday that it is 
engaging Chautauquans in 
conversations about a re-
newed vision for Chautauqua 
Opera Company and Con-
servatory as an incubator of 
new American operatic and 
vocal works and, more im-
portantly, the artists who 
will perform them. In this 
evolving model, Conservato-
ry students will still receive 
rigorous training in canoni-
cal works. Students will also 
work alongside Chautauqua 
Opera’s Young Artists and 
Guest Artists in workshops 
of new operas commissioned 
by and scheduled to pre-
miere at other companies. 
Audience members will be 
invited to attend workshop 
presentations multiple times 
per summer. In this model, 
no major productions will 
be presented at Norton Hall, 

which has been the home of 
Chautauqua Opera for gen-
erations. Norton Hall will 
continue to be a critical ven-
ue for arts, education and 
community programming at 
Chautauqua.

“We’re in conversation 
with our community about 
this vision, which aims to 
create a sustainable model 
that will yield impact and rel-
evance for operatic and vocal 
works at Chautauqua,” said 
Chautauqua Institution Pres-
ident Michael E. Hill. “While 
the vision has been met with 
support from many patrons 
and staff alike, it also rep-
resents changes that will be 
experienced as a loss among 
our opera patrons and cer-
tainly the staff, some of whom 
will lose long-time seasonal 
or year-round employment as 
we shift from full productions 
to new work incubation.”

Hill added that, while 
the scale of both the Opera 
Company and Conservatory 
will be reduced in 2024, the 
full transition to the new vi-
sion would happen in 2025. 

Chief Program Officer 
and Senior Vice President 
Deborah Sunya Moore said 

the current context calls the 
Institution and community 
to imagine the role Chau-
tauqua is best positioned to 
play in the training of sing-
ers and the performance 
landscape which is becom-
ing clearer in the field. 

“Chautauqua’s mission 
specifically calls us to pro-
mote ‘… excellence and cre-
ativity in the appreciation, 
performance and teaching 
of the arts,’ and our vision to 
nurture artists who can par-
ticipate in the development 
of new works leans into this 
promise,” Moore said. 

Chautauqua Opera Com-
pany General and Artis-
tic Director Steven Osgood 
is recognized as a leading 
champion of contemporary 
American opera, having con-
ducted world premieres of 
more than two dozen operas 
and fostering the careers of 
more than 80 composers and 
librettists through initiatives 
such as American Opera Proj-
ect and during his tenure at 
the helm of Chautauqua Op-
era. Marlena Malas, director 
of Chautauqua Opera Con-
servatory, who was recently 
inducted into the Opera Hall 

of Fame, is the preeminent 
educator in the field.  

“Absorbing such a signifi-
cant cut in the operating bud-
get of the Opera Company 
and Conservatory is devas-
tating in many ways,” Osgood 
said. “It means a company of 
almost 100 years will no lon-
ger build and produce opera 
for the Chautauqua commu-
nity, and it means the clos-
ing of our shops which have 
inspired artists to return to 
Chautauqua year after year. 
The artist roster of both 
Chautauqua Opera Company 
and Conservatory will be re-
duced as we strive to main-
tain the high level of training 
and performance opportuni-
ties that we have offered his-
torically, and which have been 
a hallmark of Marlena Malas’ 
storied program for decades. 
The Conservatory leadership 
and I remain focused, though, 
on assuring that opera re-
mains a strong component 
of the arts at Chautauqua. 
Our company’s track record 
with new works and the ar-
tistic assets we have to offer 
toward the development of 
new work position us well to 
contribute to the field. This 

contribution will be in the 
workshopping of new piec-
es, but even more so in the 
training of young singers who 
will be performing new works 
throughout their long careers 
after they leave Chautauqua.” 

Over the next two 
months, program leaders 
will continue to engage in 
conversations with commu-
nity members, artists, ed-
ucators and others to hone 
and confirm the vision for 
opera at Chautauqua.   

“One thing is certain: Op-
era will remain an import-
ant part of the artistic mix 
and pedagogical priorities at 
Chautauqua,” Hill said. “Our 
planning efforts and conver-
sations intend to ensure that.” 

With conversations on 
the future of opera already 
started with members of 
the Chautauqua Opera 
Guild, the Institution has 
scheduled a broader com-
munity input session at 9 
a.m. Monday in Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall. That meet-
ing will be conducted both 
in-person and on Zoom, and 
will be recorded and avail-
able for viewing for anyone 
not able to attend.

Shift to workshop model underway for Chautauqua Opera, Conservatory

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION ARCHIVES
A Chautauqua Institution Archives image shows a 1975 performance of Turandot in Norton Hall.

DAVE MUNCH / DAILY FILE PHOTO
From left, Chautauqua Opera Company Young Artists Talin Nalbandian, Guest Artist Samina Aslam 
and Young Artist Nicola Santoro perform during 2022’s chamber opera Thumbprint in Norton Hall.
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With reductions planned in ’24 in response to industry challenges, Institution to hold community input session



For the premiere of “Of The 
Night,” Isabella LaFreniere 
of New York City Ballet and 
James Gilmer of Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater 
will take to the stage to 
combine their talents.

“I wanted to put them 
together to create a new 
work so we’ll premiere that 
at the gala,” Janes said. “… 
I’m super excited about 
that and it’s super nice to 
see those two different 
styles come together in 
action and do something 
like that.”

Some of the dancers 
visiting for the gala will 
not only perform, but also 
will also join the School of 
Dance as visiting faculty, 
providing formal dance 
instruction as well as in-
sight into the drive and 
ambition required of a 
professional dancer.

“For the students to see 
the work ethic and what it 
actually takes to be the top 
is super-valuable, and we 
can keep saying that and 
we can keep saying that, 
… but until they see peo-
ple that have already ar-
rived, but are still trying to 
get better and better and 
still trying to perfect their 
craft, I think that’s where it 

becomes really invaluable,” 
Janes said.

To complement the gala, 
the CDC will host a fund-
raiser soiree to celebrate 
the All-Star dancers and 
honor Patricia McBride, 
former distinguished pri-
ma ballerina with the New 
York City Ballet and di-
rector of ballet studies 
and principal repetiteur at 
Chautauqua Institution.

The gala raises mon-
ey for things like program 
scholarships, pointe shoes 
and other necessary mate-
rials for dancers.

“We know that there 
are many more students 
out there who would ben-
efit from scholarships so 
we are having this schol-
arship soiree – first time 
ever – and it will help the 
students for next year and 
the year after, and the re-
ally exciting part about it is 
that it is also an opportu-
nity to honor Patricia Mc-
Bride,” said Feighan.

To both Janes and 
Feighan, this is immeasur-
ably important to meet stu-
dents’ needs and let dancers 
focus not only perfecting, 
but excelling at their craft.

Janes said he hopes that 
attendees will be immersed 
in the performances and 
touched by the passion for 
dance that the alumni share.

“I think they’ll be 
moved,” he said.

Rather, it might be consid-
ered a more personal en-
counter.

“Research into children’s 
spirituality tells us that re-
ligious language is a key to 
either enhancing or sup-
pressing innate spirituali-

ty,” Shire wrote for Jewish 
Theological Seminary. “Our 
religious language for God 
and prayer derives from our 
adult theologies, but we su-
perimpose it upon children 
before they are ready to 
comprehend and own it.”

Take the story of Abram’s 
call, Shire wrote, and con-
sider the wonder a child 

must experience: How does 
this story become true for 
that child? 

“Torah Godly Play fo-
cuses on the wondering 
language of the child, and 
the adults take their cue 
from that language both 
in their storytelling and in 
the children’s subsequent 
‘work’ of exploration and 

expression,” Shire wrote. 
“As such, Torah Godly Play 
is not merely an education-
al method but also a means 
by which to enact the the-
ology and liturgy of Jewish 
language. The time spent 
together in Torah Godly 
Play is a liturgical experi-
ence as much as it is a tell-
ing of a story.”
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While Alexander learns the 
best through an auditory 
style, there are two other 
main learning styles: vid-
eo or text. Some studies 
have shown that when two 
elements combine, learn-
ing gains are higher. When 
they fail to work togeth-
er, though, they can cause 
cognitive overload. For Al-
exander, when the auditory 
elements of his professor’s 
speaking matched the ex-
cessive text on the slides, 
his brain was overloaded. 

“Teachers who use tech-
nology in the classroom 
need to ensure each chan-
nel is complementary,” Al-
exander said. “Otherwise, 
students are going to have 
difficulty transferring in-
formation from work-
ing memory to long-term 
memory.” 

Video games, however, 
have a complex blend of 
all three styles, including a 
fourth element: interactiv-
ity. 

Those same elements, 
Alexander said, should be 
used in traditional educa-

tion to cater to different 
learning styles and engage 
students, no matter their 
location across the world, 
or whether they are learn-
ing in-person or online. 

“Video games actual-
ly cater to the way that 
we learn so we can take 
information” Alexander 
said. “Audio, text and vid-
eo games mix these three, 
plus interactivity, in a way 
that enraptures people for 
hours. Why can’t we strive 
for classroom instruction to 
be like that?”

For many, video games 
are a source of fun and 
enjoyment, but they don’t 
recognize their education-
al elements. Alexander said 
educators should consider 
their implementation in the 
classroom.

“There is no video game 
that doesn’t teach you, not 
a single one. How do you 
move? How do you pick up, 
how do you grab, how long 
do you wait? And it never 
hits you over the head with, 
‘I’m teaching you some-
thing,’ ” Alexander said. 
“These clear objectives ... 
(are) sorely lacking in ac-
ademia right now. Video 
games provide that. So it’s 
not the playing of video 

games, it’s everything that 
surrounds the playing of 
video games.”

Alexander said that 
doesn’t need to be complex 
as actually having teach-
ers building and designing 
games. 

“The thing that (students) 
love to do in their game can 
translate to something that 
they do outside of playing,” 
he  said. “That’s what I say 
to teachers, ‘I’m not asking 
you all to learn (video-game 
creation software) Unreal 
Engine.’ I’m saying to rec-
ognize that it’s useful to 
learn game engines and 
processes and let me teach 
(students and teachers).” 

Since video games and 
those who play them are 
everywhere, Alexander says 
the benefit and educational 
gain from integrating video 
games into the classroom is 
obvious.  

“You have a statistical 
advantage to connect with 
the students because over-
whelmingly, there are 3 bil-
lion video game players on 
this planet,” Alexander said. 
“You talk about the thing 
that somebody loves, it’s 
over. You talk about some-
thing that they’re good at 
plus something that they 
love, that’s it.” 

In his presentation this 
morning, Alexander will 
discuss impactful syner-
gy along with video games 
in education — and explain 
why there is a connection 
between mayonnaise and 
Nintendo.

“This is the idea that 
games bring us together to 
provide unique, meaning-
ful and — most importantly 
— community-focused ex-
periences,” Alexander said. 
“The goal there is to sort 
of demystify some of these 
ideas of what’s happening 
with video games that peo-
ple are unaware of.”

The idea of studying 
video games may seem 
useless or unimportant, 
but Alexander argues 
there isn’t a single disci-
pline that doesn’t connect 
in some way with elements 
of video games. When he 
faces criticism, confusion 
or plain argument, he al-
ways resorts to what he 
talks about best. 

“I simply talk about games 
… and you’ll find people that 
are saying things like, ‘What 
about problems of women in 
games and women playing 
video games?’ ” Alexander 
said. “My answer always is 
education. Most times when 

people come in strong, I can 
tell immediately that they 
don’t research this medium 
in the way that I do.” 

About 50% of men and 
50% of women play video 
games in Canada, Alexan-
der said, but people fail to 
ask which games are wom-
en choosing to play. 

If the statistic shows 
a 50-50 split, but wom-
en aren’t playing in the 
top e-sport titles, then 
they must be playing oth-
er games. The top three 
genres of game chosen by 
women globally are “match 
three games” such as “Can-
dy Crush” or “Family Farm;” 
simulation games such as 
“Animal Crossing”; and ca-
sual puzzle games like “Her 
Story,” according to a 2019 
study by Quantic Foundry. 

“Most of the people that 
are saying there are prob-
lems with women in gam-
ing fail to look at the bot-
tom five genres chosen by 
women, which are sport 
games, tactical shooters, 
racing games, and first-per-
son shooters,” Alexander 
said. “What they’re actu-
ally saying is they want to 
force women into genres 
that they generally choose. 
They’re not actually for 
women in video games, 
because if they were, they 
would be making spaces for 
the games that women ac-
tually choose to play.” 

Currently, Alexander is 
working on developing two 
video games, both with the 
purpose to educate while 
being enjoyable. 

“ ‘Bread Type’ is a typ-
ing game for my kids that 
teaches you how to type 
in a window of 60 seconds 
for you to perfectly toast 
bread,” he said. “And the 
second one is a game called 
‘Bearable,’ which is a game 
about family, life and happi-
ness — in that order.” 

After today’s lecture, Al-
exander is already sched-
uled for another in New 
York; there, he plans to dis-
cuss real-life work from his 
students. Each game tack-
les major issues like immi-
gration, minority groups, 
indigenous communities, 
and even celiac disease.  

“These aren’t games that 
the news is talking about,” 
he said. “But it’s exactly 
my perspective on this in-
dustry, and that’s what I’m 
teaching these students 
who are coming up with 
these games, who have nev-
er built games like this be-
fore taking my classes.” 
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The CVA Alumni exhibition “Positive Change,” located on the second floor of Fowler-Kelloggg Art Center, opens with a reception today.



When The Rev. Zina Jacque first preached at 
Chautauqua, each sermon featured a different 
prop. At the 9:15 a.m. Tuesday morning worship 

service in the Amphitheater, she brought the game Jenga, 
developed by Leslie Scott in the 1980s.

The title of her sermon was “Jenga,” and the scripture 
reading was 1 Kings 19:1-18, Elijah’s encounter with God.

Elijah was a prophet of Israel and “he stood above all 
except maybe Moses,” Jacque said. “At the Transfigura-
tion of Jesus, Moses and Elijah were there, the law and 
the prophets.”

Elijah was in trouble; he was by himself. He had been 
in a contest with the prophets of Baal, supported by 
Queen Jezebel. When they failed to call down fire from 
Baal to burn a sacrifice, Elijah called upon the God of 
Israel who sent down the fire.

“He had bested the prophets of Baal and Jezebel was 
pissed off,” Jacque said. “She sent a message to Elijah: ‘So 
may the gods to me and more also, if I do not make your 
life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.’ ” 
Elijah decided to run away.

When playing Jenga, participants build a tower of 
wooden blocks, then take turns pulling or pushing out 
the individual blocks. The point is to remove a block 
without the tower falling and then placing the block on 
top of the tower. Gradually, the tower becomes more and 
more unstable until it falls.

Jacque moved a Jenga tower to the pulpit and began to 
pull or push out blocks.

“Elijah decided to run and, like Jenga, his courage was 
pushed out and replaced by fear; his confidence was 
replaced by anxiety; his optimism was pushed out and so 
was his self confidence,” she said.

She continued, “The blocks he laid on top were fragili-
ty and depression, and when he asked for help, the tower 
fell. Elijah was devastated; he knew how to play on the 
right side of the God of history. He had stood firm and 
had done what he was called to do. He had built a tower 
on the good and the right, but it still fell.”

She asked the congregation, “What do you do when 
your dreams crash down?” Elijah wanted to finish his 
life. He did not know what to do, so he ran away and sat 
under a broom tree.

Sitting under a broom tree is a sign of trouble, Jacque 
said. Hagar sat under a broom tree as she watched Ish-
mael struggle; Job and his friends sat under broom trees 
as they discussed Job’s troubles. It is a sign that things 
are not good.

From under the broom tree, Elijah was called to Mt. 
Horeb, also known as Mt. Sinai. God said to Elijah, “Rest, 
nap, get some nourishment for the journey. Then come 
and see me at Horeb.”

After the theophany of wind, fire and earthquake, God 
came to Elijah in the silence. 

God told Elijah to be quiet and go inside himself. Jac-

que said, “God told Elijah to ‘check out your why. What 
are you doing here? Remember my promises and you will 
know your why. I have plans to make you prosper. Are 
you working for a portion of the greater design or only 
for what you can see?’”

When Elijah was ready, God told him to go back to 
Israel the same way he had come and learn the lessons 
of going over the land Elijah had already come through. 
God told him to find some friends and to build the next 
generation of prophets in Elisha.

“Elijah was able to rest, to rise up in his own strength. 
But he is not the only one who had a tower fall,” Jacque 
said. “I would like to celebrate the 247 years of Ameri-
ca, but my heart is heavy. I am a proud American and I 
would live nowhere else by choice. When I think about 
our ideals and aspirations, I see how far we have fallen.”

She quoted the preamble of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men — we have a problem right there — are created 
equal. We are only strong when we bring together our 
diversity. At the base of the Statue of Liberty are the 
words ‘Send me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free.’ ‘The New Colossus’ 
says send them home to me.”

In the Gospels, to sin is to miss the mark. Jacque said, 
“When I think about our unwillingness to tell the truth 
about our history — that we stole the land from peo-
ple living here, that we enslaved others, we don’t honor 
women and LGBTQ+ people, when we think an individual 
is worth more than the sum, that voting laws in 13 states 
are more restrictive than in 2020, that we are fearfully 
banning books, that we have called lies truth — our na-
tional tower has been knocked down.”

She continued, “We have pushed out inclusion, truth, 

and the orderly change of power. We have pushed out 
those planks and the tower has fallen.”

Individuals can feel overwhelmed by all there is to do 
in this nation. What can an individual do?

“Elijah was an individual. If we are going to work to 
re-establish democracy, to make us whole again, we need 
community, but each individual needs to do their part and 
each pick up some pieces,” she told the congregation.

The first step must be to rest and nourish ourselves. 
“We can’t work out of emptiness, we have to be rested 
and nourished. Get away from the craziness of Fox News 
and CNN, put down the newspaper; eat what is good, go 
to Horeb where you might find God,” Jacque said. 

Out of the quiet, God spoke to Elijah. To know what 
God has to say, you need to be quiet, she told the con-
gregation.

The next step is to go back and find your friends. “This 
is not the worst moment in our history. We are resilient,” 
she said. “Like the spiral theory, we go round and round 
but we also are moving up. We have to pick up the pieces 
and God will be able to build again.”

The third step is to pour our wisdom into the next 
generation. “We are all going to die. Who will know the 
legacy, the stories?” she asked the congregation. “What 
God said to Elijah is real for us.”

God, she said, is speaking through Jenga, from the 
Swahili word “kujenga,” meaning to build up. 

The nation needs to build stronger, higher and better, 
Jacque said. “Are you an Elijah before or after he talked 
with God? God can build better with us. Will we have 
another opportunity to get it right? Will you come and 
play Jenga with me?”

The Rev. John Morgan, pastor of the Williamsburg 
Presbyterian Church, presided. Isabel Packevicz, the stu-
dent minister in the Department of Religion for the 2023 
season, read the scripture. The prelude was “Adoration,” 
by Florence Price, played by Joshua Stafford, director of 
sacred music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organ-
ist. For the anthem, the Motet Choir, under the direction 
of Stafford and accompanied by Nicholas Stigall, organ 
scholar, sang “Unless the Lord build the house,” by Alfred 
V. Fedak with words from Psalm 127, Psalm 118 and Mat-
thew 21. The postlude was “Toccata,” from Suite for Organ 
by Florence Price, played by Stafford. Support for this 
week’s chaplaincy and preaching is provided by the Har-
old F. Reed, Sr. Chaplaincy and the John William Tyrrell 
Endowment for Religion.
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

To rebuild we need silence, rest, friends, nurturing of next generation
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L E C T U R E

ALTON NORTHUP
STAFF WRITER

As Scott Simon walked onto 
the Amphitheater stage to 
a live rendition of “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame” on the 
Massey Memorial Organ, one 
might have suspected they 
were at the Chicago native’s 
beloved Wrigley Field, and 
not Chautauqua Institution.

Simon, the host of “Week-
end Edition Saturday,” con-
tinued the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series Week Two 
theme, “Games: A Celebra-
tion of Our Most Human 
Pastimes,” with a lecture of 
the same title at 10:45 a.m. 
Tuesday – the Fourth of July 
– in the Amp.

Simon joked that despite 
his longtime affiliation with 
NPR, which he suspects may 
provide more coverage to 
the Iditarod than the Super 
Bowl, he still pays attention 
to mainstream sports; he 
has written several books 
on the subject, including My 
Cubs: A Love Story. Wheth-
er he is covering a story in 
his Midwest hometown or a 
war zone in the Middle East, 
sports seem to follow him 
everywhere.

He recalled sitting in a 
soccer stadium in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan; a stadium that, 
during Taliban rule, held ex-
ecutions every Friday. 

“This place of joy and 
celebration and frustration 
… became a killing field,” 
Simon said.

On the day he happened 
to be sitting in that stadi-
um, the celebrations had 
returned. The aptly named 
Kabul United were hosting 
British paratroopers in a 
friendly match as the Taliban 
withdrew from the country.

At one point in the game, a 
British trooper removed her 
beret to wave to the crowd. 
The crowd went wild, Si-
mon said, at the sight of the 
woman’s hair.

“I still get emotional when 
I think about it,” he said. “For 
the rest of the game, there 
were Afghan women all 
over the stadium who would 
stand up one by one and 
take off their burqas.” 

Kabul would go on to 
make the first goal of the 
match and, despite losing 
3-1, the score did not matter. 
The fans were not cheering 
for a win, Simon said, but for 
their liberation. 

“The first goal remind-
ed many in the crowd that 
amazing things are possi-
ble,” he said.

When Simon returned to 
file a story about his expe-
rience, it never aired – the 
assassination of Abdul Rah-
man, then-interim minister 
for air transport and tour-
ism, crowded the news cy-
cle. But there is not a week 
that goes by when he does 

not think of it.
“The story that seems 

so urgent and critical today 
may evaporate into what our 
friend Salman Rushdie so 
aptly called ‘the annihilating 
whirlpool of history,’ ” Simon 
said. “The story that goes un-
noticed today may become 
the inspiration for a work of 
art, a family story, an inves-
tigation into life that endures 
and inspires and instructs.”

Those unnoticed stories 
are common in sports: Buffa-
lonians who believe embrac-
ing the snow makes them the 
Bills’ defensive line, Cleve-
landers who found the key to 
a championship in their own 
backyard with LeBron James, 
women emboldened by the 
victories of Billie Jean King, 
or the Kansas City Monarchs’ 
achievement in the face of 
segregation.

While covering the Siege 
of Sarajevo during the Bos-
nian War, it was the Chicago 
Bulls’ Dream Team that in-
spired Sarajevans. 

Simon described the scene 
he faced, riding through the 
city in a French personnel 
carrier, bullets stinging its 
sides as it went. When sol-
diers patted him down at a 
sandbag-covered checkpoint, 
he heard a small voice ask him 
where he was from. Simon 
answered.

“I love Chicago,” the teen-
ager replied. “Michael Jor-
dan. Chicago Bulls.”

It was an indication to 
Simon that the meaning of 
his city was not only chang-
ing, but separating from 
its geographic boundar-
ies. The Bulls, with a team 
consisting of athletes from 
rural and suburban United 
States, Canada, Croatia and 
Lebanon, were now a sym-
bol of diversity.

“This was a team that re-
flected the world and a city 
that reflected the world,” 
he said. “And I think it said 
to Sarajevans, ‘Look what 
a free and diverse group of 
people can do if you give 
them the chance.’ ”

Simon sees those same 
ideals in the French national 
soccer team. He recalled a 
trip with his wife, a French 
expat, to the country’s 
embassy in D.C. The pair 
watched the team play in 
the World Cup, and he rec-
ognized that players such 
as Théo Hernandez, Ibrahi-
ma Konaté, Youssouf Fofana 
and Kylian Mbappé are re-
defining what it means to be 
French at a critical point in 
the nation’s history.

“Names from all over the 
world, but born in France, 
(are) in the visible reflection 
of France’s moral character 
and citizenry,” he said.

As those gathered sang 
“La Marseillaise” in unison 
before the game, “I felt we 

became La République,” Si-
mon said.

His affinity for sports, es-
pecially baseball, started as 
a child through his familial 
ties. Jack Brickhouse, the 
play-by-play announcer for 
the Chicago Cubs, was his 
godfather; Charlie Grimm, 
the manager for the 1945 
World Series Chicago Cubs 
team, was his uncle.

With a family like this, Si-
mon said, Wrigley Field game 
nights can be very boring for 
his children as he recalls his 
own memories. But it also 
instilled in him a reverence 
for the Cubs’ legacy.

When it looked as 
though the team could be 
in the running for its first 
World Series championship 
in 108 years, Simon had to 
be there for the chase – 
including tossing the first 
pitch at the July 31, 2016, 
game between the Cubs 
and the Seattle Mariners.

By the third inning, the 
Cubs were down 0-6. Sev-
en pitchers were cycled in 
and Simon began to worry 
the team might be desper-
ate enough to call him in as 
the eighth. The team, how-
ever, managed to make a 
comeback, and with just one 
strike left in the 12th inning 
they needed a miracle. 

That is when pitcher Jon 
Lester, who by chance was 
wearing the same num-
ber on his jersey as Simon, 
came off the bench. Lester 
stepped up to the plate with 
a .102 batting average and 
laid a bunt down to cap a 
wild comeback for the Cubs. 

As fans chanted “Go Cubs, 
Go!” and the Cubs Win flag 
unfurled, Simon could only 
think to himself, “that is so 
Cubs-like.”

The team would go on 
to have a 13-game win 
streak, culminating in a 
2016 World Series win 
against Cleveland.

Simon said he knows 
sports can be trivial, but 
pivoted back to his earlier 
point about their ability to 
inspire people, movements 
and even countries.

When Jackie Robinson 
debuted in 1947 as the first 
black player in Major League 
Baseball, the United States 
was fresh from defeating a 
racist dictatorship with a 
segregated army of its own. 
And while more Black play-
ers would join the league 
months later, Robinson had 
to enter Ebbets Field alone.

“(Branch Rickey, the 
Brooklyn Dodgers gener-
al manager,) knew that the 
drama of a lone man star-
ing down bigots, walking 
tall and determined in the 
face of hatred, would not 
only break barriers in base-
ball but give human form to 
bravery,” Simon said.

Despite his belief in the 
power of sports to inspire, 
Simon argued there are three 
major problems currently 
threatening that power.

Athletes playing 
full-contact sports, he 
said, are increasingly at 
risk of deteriorating health. 
Football helmets are now 
head-ramming weapons 
and knockouts in boxing 
can turn a once-bouncing 
Muhammad Ali into a shell 
of his former self.

As we study the effects of 

concussions and other inju-
ries, “we now know and we 
can follow the damage these 
sports can inflict on partic-
ipants, and, of course, fami-
lies,” Simon said.

He questioned how at-
tractive sports would be if 
what he called “the wreck-
age” was limited. One thing 
that does seem to be in-
creasing viewership, howev-
er, is legal sports gambling. 

Simon said some argue 
that opening up salary caps 
would remove motives for 
throwing games or that it 
would be beneath players 
to jeopardize their careers; 
his rebuttal is that the 
most infamous scandals 
in sports betting involved 
shaving points.

“I invite you to review 
history, and not just sports 
history but finance, poli-
tics, industry, monarchy – 
and you tell me that you’re 
satisfied (that) people with 
wealth and means have no 
motive to steal.”

His final concern is what 
he called “sports washing” – 
authoritarian governments 
using sports to clean up 
their image.

“It’s using sports to make 

an oppressive, totalitarian 
regime seem as if they be-
lieve in rules, fair play and 
the freedom to participate,” 
Simon said.

It has come to the point, 
he said, where one has to 
rhetorically ask if the So-
chi Olympics stopped Rus-
sia’s annexation of Crimea 
and expanded invasion of 
Ukraine, if the Beijing Olym-
pics freed the Uighurs and if 
the World Cup saved the lives 
of migrant workers in Qatar. 

“There has been a de-
pressing tendency to lo-
cate major sporting events 
in authoritarian regimes,” 
he said.

Does that mean sports 
fans have to do the moral 
calculations that execu-
tives and owners refuse to 
do? He said fans like him 
may have to question their 
own responsibility, and 
that athletes can no longer 
avoid the issue.

“Sports can be something 
different; it can be a source 
of unity in a divided world,” 
he said. “When we cheer for 
a team we love despite set-
backs, … we cheer in a cho-
rus of voices that can unite 
us in a song of celebration.”

Simon reflects on power of 
sports to unite, inspire change

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Writer and broadcaster Scott Simon delivers his Fourth of July lecture discussing the capacity of sports to bring people together on Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

Simon, a lifelong and oft-beleaguered Chicago Cubs fan, discussed his familial ties to the club as the 
origin of his affinity for sports.
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Why, Tara VanDerveer 
wondered Monday after-
noon, would a basketball 
coach deliver the opening 
talk of a week for the Inter-
faith Lecture Series?

Part of being a basketball 
coach is praying a lot, she 
admitted. But there was a 
broader reason.

“ ‘The Spirit of Play’ de-
scribes me,” VanDerveer 
said as she opened her lec-
ture Monday afternoon in 
the Hall of Philosophy. “I love 
to play sports and games, 
and my career is coaching 
the game of basketball. My 
story is a love story.”

VanDerveer is the Set-
suko Ishiyama Director 
of Women’s Basketball at 
Stanford University, where 
she’s been the head wom-
en’s basketball coach since 
1985. An inductee of the Na-
ismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame and the Wom-
en’s Basketball Hall of Fame, 
VanDerveer is the winnin-
gest coach in the history of 
women’s college basketball 
and the winningest active 
coach in men’s and women’s 
Division 1 basketball.

It’s a long list of bona 
fides that includes five-
time national coach of the 
year, 17-time Pac-12 Coach 
of the Year, 14 NCAA Final 
Four appearances, 25 Pac-
12 regular-season titles, 15 
Pac-12 Tournament crowns 
and 34 trips to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

But before the accolades 
and titles, VanDerveer was 
a Chautauquan, and it was 
here, in her youth, that she 
developed that love for, and  
spirit of, play.

Football, baseball, ten-
nis, ping-pong — all were for 
the taking as a kid growing 
up outside of Schenectady, 
New York. Her childhood 
wasn’t just one of sports, 
but games, Scrabble and 
Bridge every Friday.

“My parents set the tone,” 

VanDerveer said. “... The fa-
vorite thing, for my dad, was 
going to the lake. The last 
day of school, he’d have the 
car parked facing out. You 
could come home, change 
your clothes, use the bath-
room, and get in the car. We 
would eat on the way to the 
lake. In 1962, this was the 
first time our car took us to 
Chautauqua.”

The first thing her par-
ents did at Chautauqua? 
Sign VanDerveer up for 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club. She 
made lasting memories; 
more importantly, she 
made lasting friends — 
Chautauquans she called 
by name from the podium, 
remembering the hours of 
canoing, sailing, playing 
capture-the-flag.

Bridging the Week 
One themes dedicated to 
friendship, to the Week 
Two themes on games and 
play, VanDerveer said that 
“sports is such a connector. 
You love to play with the 
people that you’re close to. 
And so teams that are real-
ly bonded, play better.”

VanDerveer would know, 
and over the course of her 
lecture she took her fellow 
Chautauquans on a journey 

through the moments in 
her professional career — 
from the 37 words of Title 
IX that “changed the tra-
jectory of (her) life” to her 
gold medal turn as coach of 
USA Basketball at the 1996 
Olympic Games — and what 
those moments (and Chau-
tauqua) have taught her.

“Do you know what the 
number one thing is on re-
cruit lists? If they’re look-
ing at Stanford and they’re 
looking at other schools, 
what is the number one 
thing that they want?” 
VanDerveer prompted the 
audience. “Take a guess at 
what they will say is num-
ber one. Winning? No. Vol-
unteering? No. Friends. 
They want relationships.”

In an age of rampant 
technological growth and 
the rise of social media, 
people want friends; sports 
and games are “a big part of 
helping develop that team-
work, learning to trust  in 
more than ourselves, (in 
something) bigger than 
ourselves.”

The first year VanDerveer 
came to Chautauqua — 1962 
— happened to be the first 
year that she played bas-
ketball in gym class at her 

school. She was hooked. But 
a girls’ basketball team didn’t 
exist. She had to play alone.

“I’d imagine I was taking 
the winning shot or win-
ning free throw. ... It was 
pure fiction because that 
was not happening,” she 
said. “My parents would 
call me into the house and 
say ‘Tara, basketball is nev-
er going to take you any-
where. Do your algebra 
homework.’ (But) I knew 
algebra wasn’t taking me 
anywhere (either).”

VanDerveer, itching to get 

near the court in any way 
possible, became the team 
mascot instead. She was fired 
in two weeks; she wouldn’t 
stop taking the bear head off 
her mascot costume.

She became a “sponge,” 
she said, soaking up all she 
could from watching the 
boys’ practice, and in 1972 
with the passage of Title IX, 
she finally had a team to join. 

Summer basketball 
camps and coaching clin-
ics prepped VanDerveer for 
her career. Over the years, 
she’s seen what hard work 

and deep relationships can 
do for a team.

“The teams that I 
coach that demonstrate 
great spirit of the game 
have certain characteris-
tics,” VanDerveer said. “I 
think they’re hardworking. 
They’re dedicated. They’re 
disciplined. They’re unself-
ish. They’re team-first play-
ers. They’re resilient. Their 
losses build resolve and 
determination. They show 
gratitude. They have fun. 
And they have a sisterhood.”
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

Drawing on life experiences, VanDerveer shares what makes for team excellence in sports

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Tara VanDerveer, the Setsuko Ishiyama Director of Women’s Basketball at Stanford University and winningest coach in the history of women’s college basketball, opens a week on “The Spirit of Play” for the 
Interfaith Lecture Series Monday in the Hall of Philosophy. VanDerveer drew on her professional career and her experiences at Chautauqua to impart lessons of play and sportsmanship to her audience.
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

2024 SEASON

NOTICES

GOAT.MID Electric Bike, Off-road 
750-1000 W. Brand new, still 
crated. Range 40 Miles. Will 
deliver to Chautauqua. $2, 6999. 
724-537-8244

Dog-sitter wanted for programs 
during Weeks 3 and 4. Sweet, 
fun-loving English cocker spaniel. 
Call Betsy 203-722-5535. Ages 
13 and up. 

Transpor ta t ion To & From 
Airports, 15 Years Experience. 
Call Greg @ 814-598-6071

Looking for two-bedroom first 
floor apartment for the 2024 Full 
Season to rent. Non-smoking 
couple, no pets. Call Wendy at 
(828) 808-4430 

chqdaily.com

The Richard Newman Camp-
en “Chautauqua Impres-
sions” Fund and the Thomas 
L. and Linda Ulrich-Hagner 
Lectureship Fund support 
the lecture by Kristopher 
Alexander at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater.

The Campen Fund, estab-
lished in 1997 by the family 
and friends of Richard New-
man Campen, memorializes 
Mr. Campen, who died that 
year at age 85. Among nota-
ble donors to the fund were 
James S. Marcus, former 
chairman of the board of the 
New York Metropolitan Op-
era and of Lenox Hill Hos-
pital, as well as Paul New-
man, who repeatedly visited 
Chautauqua while his daugh-
ter, Melissa, was enrolled in 
the School of Dance. 

Campen was a Cleveland, 
Ohio, author of over a dozen 
books on the appreciation 

of architecture and sculp-
ture illustrated with his own 
photography. He was a 1934 
graduate of Dartmouth Col-
lege. Following an earlier 
career as a chemist, Campen 
devoted the last 30 years of 
his life to sharing his passion 
for fine architecture, out-
door sculpture and well-de-
signed public spaces.

During the 1960s, he con-
verted his hobby of pho-
tography into Educational 
Art Transparencies, a busi-
ness in which slides col-
lected while traveling were 
marketed to colleges and 
universities. His slide col-
lection became the basis 
of college-level courses he 
taught in architectural ap-
preciation. Together with 
Chautauquan and Cleve-
lander Bob Gaede, architect 
of the 1982 renovation of the 
Athenaeum Hotel, Campen 

co-founded the Cleveland 
Chapter of the Society of Ar-
chitectural Historians.

Campen was best known 
for his books on local ar-
chitecture and points of 
travel. Chautauqua Impres-
sions, which he first pub-
lished in 1984, was avail-
able in the Chautauqua 
Bookstore through 2015. 
The book, which pictures 
and discusses hundreds of 
Institution buildings, has 
since sold out five printings 
and become a local clas-
sic. Other books authored 
by Campen include Distin-
guished Homes of Shaker 
Heights; Outdoor Sculpture 
in Ohio; Ohio – An Architec-
tural Portrait; Winter Park 

Portrait; and Images of San-
ibel – Captiva-Fort Myers. 

Since 1982, the Camp-
en family has maintained a 
home in the Institution and 
has been active in the life of 
the Institution.

The Thomas L. Hagner 
and Linda Ulrich-Hagner 
Lectureship Fund was estab-
lished in 2004 by longtime 
Chautauquans Tom Hagner 
and Linda Ulrich-Hagner. 
Tom has enjoyed a long ca-
reer in real estate and Linda 
is a retired teacher and do-
cent at Roycroft Inn and the 
Roycroft Campus. Linda has 
previously lectured on the 
women’s suffrage movement 
at Chautauqua as part of the 
Heritage Lecture Series.

Campen Fund, Ulrich-Hagner Lectureship provide 
funding for Alexander’s morning CLS presentation

The Moore Fund for Dance 
of Chautauqua Founda-
tion provides funding for 
the Chautauqua School of 
Dance All-Star Dance Gala 

at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater. 

This fund was created 
by Thomas Moore and Avril 
Moore.

Moore Fund for Dance 
provides support for  
All-Star Ballet Gala

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1:00 p.m. Thursdays at the Chautauqua Sports Club

1st  Mary Jones - Hodsden Tamara       

2nd  Ron Diner  - Susan Diner

3rd Beth Head - Mark Conheady     

4th Phyllis Seligsohnd - Natalie Abramson

SECTION A

41.83%

47.05%

53.60%

34.25%

CHAUTAUQUA SPORTS CLUB  
THURSDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

JUNE 29, 2023

Slugs     

Fish Heads

YAC

Slugs

YAC 

Arthritics 

Arthritics 

Fish Heads 

14

20

7

25

SLUGS VS. YAC

ARTHRITICS VS. FISH HEADS

ARTHRITICS VS. YAC

FISH HEADS VS. SLUGS

10

18

4

4

CHAUTAUQUA MEN’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE SCORES 
JUNE 30, 2023

JULY 3, 2023
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DIY Dumplings

1:00-2:30
26 Palestine Ave. Unit #3- 0BR/1BA
Step off your porch and enjoy the cultural
Mecca that is Chautauqua. Located in the
heart of the grounds, you are merely steps

to all central CHQ venues.
$215,000

Ruth Nelson
TEXT 289204 to 35620

for ALL PROPERTY INFORMATION

3:00-4:30
107 Mina Edison Dr. - 4BR/3.1BA
Enjoy all 4 seasons of CHQ in this lovely

well maintained home. On a corner lot on
the end of the street, you'll love the

privacy of this property.
$625,000

Ruth Nelson
TEXT 525327 to 35620

for ALL PROPERTY INFORMATION

716.357.2307  |  Visit our office @ 1 Morris Avenue for Real Estate Sales & Rental Information  |  www.ERATeamVP.com

REAL ESTATE OPEN HOUSES
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5  |  1:00PM - 4:30PM

Welcome
TO WEEK 2 AT CHQ

Stay for a week,
or for a lifetime.

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquans in Ray Chen’s Special Studies class “Making Chinese Dumplings” work to construct their dumplings last Thursday at Turner 
Community Center; piles of ingredient remnants collect on the table in the foreground. All hands were on deck as every class member 
participated in making the dumplings from scratch — while learning a brief background on the history of Chinese dumplings. 

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Maxine Awner, left, focuses intensely as Madelyn Stalter, center, and Jacqueline Stalter laugh as they 
mix together filling ingredients for their Chinese dumplings. Awner and the Stalter sisters were all 
participants in Chen’s Special Studies class in Week One. 

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chen, right, teaches Linda Allen, left, and Cindy Tuisku — along 
with other Chautauquans in the Turner kitchen — how to properly 
fold a dumpling (without the filling escaping as it cooks) during her 
Special Studies class last Thursday.

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Freshly made dumplings steam away in the Turner kitchen 
classroom last week.

In Special Studies course, Chatuauquans learn new techniques 
— with delicious results

LEAVING FOR 
THE SUMMER?
To get your subscription 
of the Daily through the 
mail, either stop into our 
office on Bestor Plaza or 
call us at 716-357-6235 

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY
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P R O G R A M

W
WEDNESDAY

JULY 5

••• “Positive Change: CVA Alumni” 
opens. Through Aug. 13. Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center, Second Floor 
Galleries

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Venerable Jissai Prince-Cherry 
(Zen Buddhism.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:00 Wednesday Weeding. (Programmed 

by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Butterfly Garden

8:15 (8:15-8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson. 
"Movement and Meditation." Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON. The 
Rev. Zina Jacque, assistant to 
the pastor for small groups, Alfred 
Street Baptist Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia. Amphitheater

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Maimonides.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

9:15 Chautauqua Science Group 
Presentation. Susan Woods, 
MD. “PRP for Wound Healing 
and Cosmetic Issues.” Hurlbut 
Sanctuary and Zoom

9:30 UU Cultural Ethics Series. “The 
Shaping of the Interfaith Experience 
at Chautauqua.” Maureen Rovegno. 
Hall of Philosophy

10:00 Opera Conservatory Masterclass. 
McKnight Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE 
SERIES. Kristopher Alexander, 
director, Red Bull Gaming Hub, 

Toronto Metropolitan University. 
Amphitheater

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth and 
Family Programs.) Packing Peanut 
Sculptures. McKnight Hall Lawn

12:15 Massey Organ Recital. 
“Americana.” Joshua Stafford, 
director of sacred music, Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, 
Nicholas Stigall, organ scholar. 
Amphitheater

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ Graybiel House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

12:30 Lunch and Learn. (Sponsored 
by the Hebrew Congregation of 
Chautauqua) “A Lifetime Mission of 
Giving Visual Expression to Jewish 
Texts, Ideas, and Values.” David 
Moss. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30 Master Class: “The Zen of Games 
and The Divinity of Play.” Stefanie 
Dunning, professor of English, Miami 
University of Ohio. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30 (12:30-2:30) Open Garden. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Open to the public 
with a BTG docent. Shipman 
Gardens at Miller Edison Cottage

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about the Institution grounds at 
a guided historic tour along the 
Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play a 
game for fee. Bowling Green

1:00 Language Hour. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women's Club.) 
CWC House

1:00 Play CHQ Premium. Pin Wheels. 
Fee. Sheldon Hall of Education

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Rabbi Michael Shire, Professor 
Dean, Shoolman Graduate School of 
Jewish Education. Hall of Philosophy

2:30 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club) 
Phyllis Lerner. CWC House

3:00 (3-5) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

3:00 (3-5) Opening Reception. 
“Positive Change: CVA Alumni.” 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Catholic 
House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

3:30 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African American 
Heritage House.) Jaycee Holmes, 
professor, co-director, Spelman 
Innovation Lab. Hall of Philosophy

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored by 
the Everett Jewish Life Center) “June 
Zero” Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 Play CHQ. STEM at the Water. 
Children’s Beach

4:15 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, forester. Meet at lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

4:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Kim 
Hehr (Gong Meditation.) Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

5:00 Mindfulness & Mending. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Kriss Miller, Friend-in-residence 
(Host.) Quaker House, 28 Ames

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. “It Ain’t 
Over.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Lutheran 
House

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

7:00 Opera Conservatory Student 
Recital. Ben Moore. McKnight Hall

8:15 ALL-STAR DANCE GALA. 
Amphitheater

8:45 Cinema Screening. “You Hurt My 
Feelings.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

Th
THURSDAY

JULY 6

7:00 (7 – 11) Farmers Market

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Venerable Jissai Prince-Cherry 
(Zen Buddhism.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Ruth 
Lundin. Binoculars encouraged. 
Meet at Smith Wilkes Hall entrance

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:15 Chautauqua In-Depth. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Kristopher Alexander, director, 
Red Bull Gaming Hub, Toronto 
Metropolitan University. CWC House

9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON. The 
Rev. Zina Jacque, assistant to 
the pastor for small groups, Alfred 
Street Baptist Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia. Amphitheater

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
"Serious Games for Solving 
Serious Problems." Joseph C. 
Cyrulik, Strategic Futures Group, 
U.S. National Intelligence Council. 
Amphitheater

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:00 (11-1) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

11:30 Open House. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.) 
African American Heritage House

12:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Make Your 
Own Mini Puzzle. Bestor Plaza

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Sandee Gertz (poetry), 
The Pattern Maker’s Daughter. 
Ann Wallace (poetry), Counting 
By Sevens. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall

12:15 Special Brown Bag. Chautauqua 
Theater Company. “New Play 
Workshop 1: Proximity.” Smith 
Wilkes Hall

12:30 Brown Bag: Quaker Perspectives on 
the Weekly Theme. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) Melinda Wenner 
Bradley, Friend of the week 
(chaplain). Quaker House, 28 Ames

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion, IDEA Office.) Baptist House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center 

12:30 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Seminar Presenter: 
Venerable Jissai Prince-Cherry 
(Zen Buddhism.) Hall of Missions

12:30 (12:30-2:30) Open Garden. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Chautauqua Garden 
Crew docent. Shipman Gardens

12:45 Catholic Seminar. “The Emotional 
Jesus According to Brené Brown’s 
Atlas of the Heart.” Rev. Anthony 
Randazzo, Pastor of Holy Trnity 
Church in Westfield, New Jersey. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play a 
game for fee. Bowling Green

1:00 Language Hour. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women's Club.) 
CWC House

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
The Rev. Lakisha R. Lockhart, 
assistant professor of Christian 
education, Union Presbyterian 
Seminary. Hall of Philosophy

3:00 Posters for Positive Change. 
Brett Taylor. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center Back Porch

3:15 An Afternoon of Song. 
Chautauqua Opera Company. 
Athenaeum Parlor.

3:15 Cinema Film Screening. “It Ain’t 
Over.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion, IDEA Office.) Baptist House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

3:30 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Percival Everett, 
author, Dr. No. Hall of Philosophy

3:30 Chautauqua Strategic Leadership 
Session. Candace Maxwell, 
chair, Institution board of trustees; 
Michael E. Hill, president, 
Chautauqua Institution. Webinar

4:00 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) Focus 
on Wednesday’s AAHH Chautauqua 
Speaker Series lecture. African 
American Heritage House

4:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Whiffle Golf. 
Bestor Plaza

4:15 Purple Martin Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin. Purple martin houses at 
Sports Club

4:30 Chautauqua Softball League 
Kids’ Pickup Game. Equipment 
provided. Sharpe Field

4:30 Season’s Greetings. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Complimentary for members. CWC 
House.

5:30 Women’s Softball League. Sharpe 
Field

6:00 Cinema Screening. “You Hurt My 
Feelings.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ House

6:45 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Price and Firebird” 
Timothy Muffitt, conductor. 
Amphitheater 
• Florence Price: Symphony No. 1 
in E minor 
• Igor Stravinsky: The Firebird Suite

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. “It Ain’t 
Over.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

ShoppyShoppy
Every Wednesday

from 4-5PM

Free gift 
with $100
purchase

10% offselectitems!

1 Ames
Ave.CHQ, NY

HOUR

Stop & Shop with Nick and Ruth!
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