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Rock icon Etheridge returns to Amp

GUZMÁN

Author, Braver 
Angels fellow 
Guzmán to call 
for listening 
amid differing 
opinions, beliefs

Friends, colleagues Bowler, Smith to close out 
Week 4 with personal conversation on belief

SMITHBOWLER

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Examining the relationship 
between truth and trust can 
be a difficult feat, and when 
looking to bridge the politi-
cal divide, toxic polarization 
is an issue.

“We are so divided that 
we’re blinded,” said Móni-
ca Guzmán, senior fellow 
for public practice at Brav-
er Angels. “We’re not able to 
see the truth around us, the 
truth about the world (or) 
about the issues that we’re 
debating. We tend to get 
distracted by projections of 
what they’re about.”

Guzmán, author of I Never 
Thought Of It That Way: How 
to Have Fearlessly Curious 
Conversations in Danger-
ously Divided Times, will de-
liver her lecture at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater to 
close Week Four of the Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series.

To counteract this dis-
traction and divide, Guzmán 
said other perspectives need 
to be taken into account — 
to be seen for what they are 
and where they come from. 

“Part of this is because 
a lot of things have moved 
us into a place of inner cu-
riosity,” she said. “My work 
focuses on curiosity as the 
key to get us through some 
of this messiness, and what 
curiosity looks like.”

Her work encourages 
people to get to a place of 
“openness of intellectual 
humility” enough to open 
themselves up to the world 
and its many perspectives. 

“We know from the so-
cial science research, even 
if you’re really well educated 
or if you read a lot of news, a 
lot of people think ‘I’m safe 
from all of (the messiness),’ ” 
she said. 

When conversations are 
more curious, Guzmán said 
people’s postures toward 
the world are also more cu-
rious, which results in build-
ing more trust.

“The well of trust under-
neath us is drying out,” she 
said. “A lot of us want to 
force truth down each oth-
ers’ throats, but it doesn’t 
work that way. We don’t 
have the complete truth, 
even if we’re really confident 
that we have the facts.”

See GUZMÁN, Page 4

JAMES BUCKSER
STAFF WRITER

Katherine Smith and Kate 
Bowler have known each 
other for a long time. They 
met while Smith was get-
ting her master’s degree 
and Bowler her doctor-
ate degree, bonded over a 
shared love of classical my-
thology, and have remained 
friends ever since.

Chautauquans will see 
a double-bill at today’s In-
terfaith Lecture, as Smith 
and Bowler close out Week 
Four’s theme “Religious 
Faith and Everything Else 

We Believe In” with discus-
sion at 2 p.m. the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Bowler and Smith, both 
working at Duke Divinity, 
collaborate on the Every-
thing Happens Project, in-
spired by Bowler’s memoir 
Everything Happens for a 
Reason: And Other Lies I’ve 
Loved. In addition to its 
popular podcast, the proj-
ect offers curriculum, a 
book club and “individual 
pastoral care.”

“Thousands and thou-
sands of people write in 
every month, sharing some 

of the most painful stories 
of their lives,” Smith said. 
“The project holds space 
for them and bears witness 
and tries to offer truthful 
consolation.”

Smith said Bowler had 
assembled an “unbelievably 
gifted” and “well-trained” 
team for Everything Hap-
pens.

“You would never see 
how much silent work, hid-
den work, that they’re do-
ing, because they know that 
it is a privilege to get to hold 
the stories,” Smith said.

See ILS, Page 4

STACEY FEDEROFF
COPY DESK CHIEF

While female rock icon Melissa Etheridge brings her signa-
ture swagger and smoky voice to the Amphitheater tonight, 
she also brings her authentic self.

A “purposeful and remarkable storyteller,” Etheridge is a 
good fit to close a week of programming centered on belief, 
said Deborah Sunya Moore, senior vice president and chief 
program officer at Chautauqua Institution.

“She walks into these brave places over and over, making 
it easier for other people to walk their walk because she is 
blazing that path,” Moore said.

Etheridge last visited the Amp in 2019 to close out the sea-
son alongside rocker Pat Benetar and guitarist Neil Giraldo.

“This is going to be a rousing welcome back on to our 
stage,” Moore said.

A two-time Grammy Award winner, Etheridge has released 

16 albums, including 1993’s six-time platinum Yes I Am. That 
same year, Ethridge came out as a lesbian and has been an 
activist for the LGBTQ community ever since.

Both from that hit fourth album, “Come to My Window” 
made it to No. 25 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart and “I’m the 
Only One” reached No. 8.

The 62-year-old singer-songwriter was born in Leaven-
worth, Kansas, where she started playing guitar at a young 
age and joining local bands in her teens. After a stint at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston, she moved to Los An-
geles to pursue a music career.

In 1988, she released her eponymous debut album, earning 
her comparisons to Bruce Springsteen and John Mellencamp. 
It reached gold status and earned her a Grammy for “Bring 
Me Some Water.”

See ETHERIDGE, Page 4

Purposeful
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is open from noon to 2 p.m. today be-
hind the Colonnade. Join the Chautauqua Women’s Club 
for Mah Jongg from 2:30 to 5 p.m. today at the CWC 
House. Pre-order your Duff’s Famous Chicken Wings 
take-out at chautauquawomensclub.org. Pick-up is from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. today.

CLSC Class of 2024 Formation Meetings
Join the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class 
of 2024. Participate in the CLSC Class of 2024 Forma-
tion Meetings in-person or via Zoom at 9 a.m. on July 25 
(Week Five); and Aug. 8 (Week Seven). Find an application 
online at https://chq.org/schedule/resident-programs/
literary-arts/clsc/. If you’ll be at Chautauqua on any of 
these dates, join us in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall, or join us from home via Zoom (invitations will be 
emailed).

Wiffle Ball Pick Up Game
At 12:45 p.m. today at Sharpe Field, there will be a Wiffle 
ball pick up game. All kids welcome ages 5 to 14, just show 
up and play.

Opera Conservatory news
Come join us as members of the Opera Conservatory sing 
an array of arias and more for internationally-renowned 
tenor Dominic Armstrong. Singing in front of an audience 
is key in the development of the young singer, giving them 
the essential experience needed to further hone their 
craft. Performance classes with the Chautauqua Opera 
Conservatory are regularly held from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Fri-
days in McKnight Hall.

Masterclass with violinist Ilya Kaler
From 2 to 4 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall, students 
from the Chautauqua School of Music Instrumental Pro-
gram work with renowned violinist Ilya Kaler.

Stop the Bleed Course
At 3:30 p.m. every Tuesday throughout the season at the 
Fire House Hall, the Chautauqua Fire Department will 
be holding a Stop the Bleed course in association with 
the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trau-
ma. The course is free to the public. Contact Sid Holec at 
sidholec@gmail.com or 941-716-1729 to register.

Maureen Rovegno Retirement Celebration
At 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua 
Institution honors longtime Director of Religion Maureen 
Rovegno, who retired in February 2023 after 18 years of 
year-round employment.

Shabbat Dinner honoring Maureen Rovegno
At 6:45 p.m. on July 28 at the Zigdon Chabad Jewish House 
(23 Vincent), please join us as we honor Maureen Rovegno 
for her many years of leadership, dedication, love, caring 
and hard work for the entire Chautauqua community. En-
joy a four-course Jewish meal in a warm and welcoming 
environment. Space is limited. RSVP required at www.
cocweb.org/shabbat-dinners. For more information, email 
rabbi@cocweb.org or call 917-364-1013.
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BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
From left, Chautauqua Opera Company Guest Artists Eve Gigliotti, mezzo-soprano, as Mrs. Lovett, and Kevin Burdette, bass-baritone, as 
Sweeney Todd, watch as the ensemble performs in masquerade during Chautauqua Opera’s production of Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street. Sweeney Todd concludes its run at 4 p.m. today in Norton Hall, with an operalogue set for 2 p.m. in Norton.

‘W H AT  H A P P E N E D  T H E N, W E L L ,  T H AT ’S  T H E  P L AY 
A N D  H E  W O U L D N’T  WA N T  U S  T O  G I V E  I T  AWAY ’

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Apprentice Artist Monique Galvão, mezzo-soprano, at center, performs with members of the Sweeney Todd ensemble.

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Gigliotti plays a tune while Chautauqua Opera Apprentice Artist Felix Aguilar Tomlinson, tenor, as Tobias Ragg, rushes to take cover. 
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“According to the late Mircea Eliade, historian 
of religion at the University of Chicago, all 
faith traditions offer an ‘axis mundi,’ an axle 
that keeps the heavens and earth spinning 

together. Religion keeps this axis healthy and connect-
ed,” said the Rev. M. Craig Barnes.

He preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was “Heal-
ing Our Sins,” and the scripture reading was Mark 2:1-12. 

“Every home is an axis muni, as well,” Barnes said. In 
homes with a center pole, the pole, symbolically, goes 
down to the center of earth and up to the stars. When 
there is a disaster, when the stars are falling, people 
want to go home to where the axis mundi is. 

The poet T. S. Eliot wrote that the definition of home 
“is the still point of the turning world where the past and 
future are gathered together,” Barnes said. “That may 
not describe your home; you may still be searching for a 
place where faith and a sense of mission can be found.”

In the scripture reading, Mark says Jesus was at 
home in Capernaum. Barnes noted that Jesus is usually 
thought of as being itinerant. But in Mark, Jesus has a 
home that is open to the world and people flocked to it 
for healing, identity, faith and mission: the axis mundi. 

In the story, four friends brought a friend who was 
paralyzed to see Jesus; they were so determined to get 
him healed that they dug a hole in the roof of Jesus’ 
house and lowered their friend down in front of Jesus. 

“It was probably a good thing that Jesus grew up in the 
home of a carpenter. It was probably also a good thing he 
was not married; talk about bringing your work home,” 
Barnes said.

Jesus was impressed by the faith of the four friends. 
“This story is not about the paralyzed man,” Barnes said. 
“It is about the four men whose faith healed their friend. 
Their faith unleashed the gracious compassion of Jesus.”

He continued, “This is one of the first, most profound 
descriptions of Christian community, to have friends 
who will carry you to the only one who can heal a sin-
sick soul.”

Returning to the theme of home, Barnes said that for 
millenia home gave people their faith and their identity. 
It is only recently that people leave home to find their 
true self. 

“Identity is no longer an inheritance or a gift of the 
community, but a self-construction,” he said. “All the rest 
of society is a resource for you to construct an identity 
you like and we have peddled that for two generations.”

The speaker at his daughter’s graduation “peddled the 
same drivel that the speaker did when I went to college,” 
he said. “ ‘You are the best and the brightest, dream your 
dreams, you can be whatever you want to be.’ If you want 
honesty, the speaker would say, ‘We have nothing for 
you, you are on your own.’ ”

Barnes said being on your own — making a life by your 
choices — is an assumption. Raising a child has become 
helping kids make good choices. When a child is young 
and breaks a window, instead of yelling at them, the 
parent brings them inside and asks, “Was that a good 
choice?” The child says, “I’m thinking no,” and the parent 
says, “Good choice.”

“When they get older there is more at stake in the 
choices they make,” Barnes said. “They think they are 
choosing a life when they are making choices. Looking 
at college, they have reach schools and safety schools — 
and God help your child if her best friend’s safety school 
is her reach school.”

Guidance counselors tell parents that it is the child’s 
choice to attend whichever college they want, but the 
parents get to pay for it. 

“When a student chooses a major, they think they 
are choosing a life, at age 18. They have seen doctors on 
television and think that looks like a good life, so they 
choose pre-med and think they are on their way to being 
a doctor,” Barnes said. “Then they take Biology 101 and 
they are not going to be a doctor.”

He continued, “So they go back and think about what 
else they can do and they remember that lawyers on 

television have a pretty good life, so they decide they 
will be a lawyer and they think they have changed the 
trajectory of their life. They can do this several times.”

After graduation, Barnes said, this notion of being able 
to choose a life stays. “Parents say pick a job, any job, 
please. If you don’t like the job, choose again. If you don’t 
like your town, your friends, your church, choose again. I 
have watched people think they are changing their lives, 
but what they are doing is rearranging the furniture of 
the same life.”

Barnes returned to the sermon from Wednesday about 
the Gerasene demoniac to offer a clarification. Jesus told 
the man who had a legion of demons cast out of him to 
stay with the community where he was from.

“I am not saying that Jesus expects you to stay in an 
abusive community. If it is abusive, leave. But community 
is an essential part of faith. We can never leave the no-
tion of community,” Barnes said. “Like the four friends of 
the paralyzed man, we need to have our friends because 
we can’t do faith on our own.”

As a pastor, Barnes was always amused when people 
would come into his office and demand the church do 
something or they would leave. “Why did they think that 
was a threat? It is OK if you need to leave a particular 
church,” he said.

Theologian Martin Buber said when two people come 
together to form a sacred place, God is present. But 
when one of the people leaves, the creative, sacred space 
is gone. Jesus said wherever two or three are gathered, 
he would be there.

“Any community will disappoint the dreams that peo-
ple have for it,” Barnes said. “German theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer said that nothing is more dangerous to a 
community than the dreams people have for it because 
people will always love the dream more than the com-
munity. But the community is God’s reality.”

When Jesus healed the paralyzed man, he told him 
that his sins were forgiven and the scribes who wit-
nessed the healing asked Jesus why he said that. 

“Jesus did not believe that the man was paralyzed be-
cause of sin. He was just cutting to the chase. That was 
easier to say than ‘Rise and walk,’ ” Barnes said. 

The axis mundi is the grace of God and that is what 
Jesus’ ministry was all about. “When Jesus fed the hun-
gry or healed the sick, they got hungry again and sick 
again. Those were signs of what the soul needs, the 
restored relationship with God where sins are forgiven,” 

Barnes said.
He continued, “We are at home with God in a commu-

nity with people who will hold us and carry us to Jesus. 
We can engage in personal acts of worship and charity, 
but no one can give themselves absolution. We all need a 
priest to proclaim the axis mundi, to say ‘in Jesus Christ 
you are forgiven.’ That’s what the community does and 
why we have to have it.”

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, who lives in Chautauqua 
year-round with her Stabyhoun Sammi, presided. The Rev. 
Barbara Wells, facilitator of Unity of Chautauqua, read the 
scripture. The Motet Consort — Barbara Hois, flute, Deb-
bi Grohman, clarinet, and Will La Favor, piano — played 
“Largo e sostenuto and Allegro assai,” from Trio No. 2 in 
A Minor, by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach. The Motet Choir 
sang “Healer of our every ill,” music and text by Ken Mede-
ma. Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, directed the choir and 
Nicholas Stigall, organ scholar, provided accompaniment 
on the Steinway piano. The postlude was “Ciacona in C mi-
nor,” BuxWV 159 by Dietrich Buxtehude, played by Stigall 
on the Massey Memorial Organ. Support for this week’s 
chaplaincy and preaching is provided by the Mr. and Mrs. 
William Uhler Follansbee Memorial Chaplaincy.
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Faith needs community to find grace, forgiveness, healing, says Barnes

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. M. Craig Barnes, president emeritus of Princeton 
Theological Seminary and Week Four’s chaplain-in-residence, 
delivers his sermon Sunday in the Amphitheater. 
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Her latest album, 2021’s 
One Way Out, looks back on 
that period of her life with 
songs originally written in 
the ’80s and ’90s, but re-
cently recorded.

“A couple of the songs 
are feminist in nature and 
very assertive, and I felt a 
little shy to put those out 
at the time,” she told Amer-
ican Songwriter two years 
ago. “I was a different hu-
man being with a different 
brain back then.”

After her latest visit to 

Chautauqua, the rock star 
will make her Broadway 
debut in the fall.

Melissa Etheridge: My 
Window will share tales 
from the musician’s child-
hood through her career 
highlights, performed by 
the artist herself, and writ-
ten with the help of her wife 
Linda Wallem Etheridge.

During 2022 perfor-
mances off-Broadway, The 
New York Times called the 
theatrical memoir “honest” 
and “searing” as Etheridge 
shares how she finds heal-
ing in performance. 

“The intimacy of the live 

theatrical stage is like no 
other,” she said in a press 
statement in June an-
nouncing the nine-week 
run. “It’s a deeply person-
al experience to be able to 
tell these stories again, in a 
fresh and exciting way, and 
reconnect with my fans 
and theatergoers.”

In a similar new effort, re-
flecting on the last 20 years, 
Etheridge is set to release 
her second memoir Sept. 5, 
Talking to My Angels. 

The book recounts the 
“euphoric triumphs and 
the life-altering tragedies” 
of her life since her first 

memoir, The Truth Is …: My 
Life in Love and Music, was 
released in 2001, according 
to publisher HarperCollins. 

In that time, she has 
faced a breast cancer di-
agnosis and surgery in 
the early 2000s and her 
21-year-old son Beckett’s 
death from an opioid ad-
diction in May 2020.

“She’s just this creative 
spirit that continues to 
build new things,” Moore 
said. “She’s someone who 
really speaks to what it is 
to be human, through her 
music and through her life.”

Bowler wrote the book that 
inspired the project after 
being diagnosed with Stage 
IV cancer, which changed 
her outlook on faith. 

“I started believing in ‘un-
comforting beliefs,’ that ac-
tually ended up making me 
feel much less alone,” Bowler 
said. “It became clear that 
life is not a series of choices, 
it is not in my control, and 
everything does not always 

happen for a reason.”
Bowler said faith’s role in 

her life is “evolved.”
“I wanted to be an earn-

er: someone who earned 
God’s love and approval,” 
Bowler said. “I found that 
I shifted some of the way 
that I think of God from 
maybe a contractual one, 
into one in which I most-
ly think of God as over-
whelming love.”

At Duke, Bowler is an as-
sociate professor of Amer-
ican religious history and 

Smith is Associate Dean for 
Strategic Initiatives.

“I think of my work as in-
stitutional capacity-build-
ing and institutional effec-
tiveness,” Smith said. “Most 
of the work that I do helps 
to nurture an imagination 
for the ways that people 
are formed, and how we 
are called to help equip and 
train them.”

Smith said she works 
“really closely” with Bowl-
er’s project at Duke to 
“try to imagine what pub-

lic narrations of Christian 
faith” look like.

Smith said Chautauqua 
was a “really interesting 
space” for discussion of 
this week’s theme.

“It is both a big tent in 
a really lovely way, and 
there’s so much honored 
particularity in the space,” 
Smith said, “represented in 
the denominational hous-
es, (which are) the deep 
roots that have somehow 
managed to weave together 
in one tree.”

Today’s afternoon con-
versation is intended to be 
personal, Smith said, and 
focused on what she and 
Bowler have learned to-
gether and “the work” of 
Bowler’s memoirs.

“It’s going to be set up 
mostly like a conversation, 
with a goal of talking more 
out of our personal expe-
rience than that kind of 
scholarly, academic side,” 
Smith said.

Smith said one hope she 
had was for people to walk 

away from the talk feeling “a 
little less alone,” feeling less 
“isolation” or “guilt” about 
“circumstances that are to-
tally outside of their control.”

“That’s one hope, and I 
think the other is that there 
would be some courage in 
community, that theme of 
interdependence,” Smith 
said, “the thing that can car-
ry us when we are absolute-
ly unable to carry ourselves, 
would give people a bit more 
courage to keep going.”
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Clean Energy and a 
Changing Climate  
in Iceland
October 7–13, 2023
Explore the effects of climate 
change and learn how Iceland 
has become a global leader 
in alternative energy with 
opportunities to observe local 
wildlife, visit glaciers, hot springs 
and a puffin sanctuary.

Santa Fe’s  
Art Scene
October 25–29, 2023
Immerse yourself in an 
incredible art and cultural 
experience that you can  
have only in Santa Fe.

Cuba’s  
Kaleidoscope
December 5–10, 2023 & 
February 6–11, 2024
Join us for an in-depth 
exploration of contemporary 
Cuba, hearing the unique 
perspectives of artists and 
entrepreneurs, farmers and 
dancers, urban planners and 
political experts.

Learn more and register:

travel.chq.org

ETHERIDGE
FROM PAGE 1

GUZMÁN
FROM PAGE 1

ILS
FROM PAGE 1

Guzmán argues the truth 
is not just facts, but the 
human interpretation of 
what people do and believe 
about the world.

Whether debating issues 
with family members or in 
their communities, Guz-
mán said she hopes the au-
dience can get out of “stuck 
places” in their lives. 

“The work of bridging 
divides over tough issues is 
psychologically felt as ‘very 
difficult,’ but is technically 
very easy,” she said. “There 
are certain tactical things 
you can do that are a cinch, 
if you remember to do them 
in conversation.”

Guzmán said her “key 
thing” is implementing tactics 
people can use to build trust 
and understand each other. 
Still, they often want agree-
ment to be the outcome and 
“that’s part of the problem.”

When it comes to the CLS 
theme “A State of Believing,” 
Guzmán said she is “always” 
in a state of believing.

“Our beliefs about the 
world — about ourselves, 
about each other, about our 

relationship to each oth-
er — are absolutely critical 
and often wrong,” she said. 
“The most important thing 
is to be able to examine our 
beliefs, and not just be de-
fined by them.”

At Braver Angels, Guz-
mán said she is “obsessed” 
with what it takes to equip 
people to cross divides in 
their everyday lives, rather 
than institutional change 
within media or politics.

“Everything starts with 
individual people, with reg-
ular people and ordinary 
interactions,” she said. “I be-
lieve that politics and media 
are mirror institutions. They 
take their cues from the 
culture and the only people 
who can change the culture 
are all of us.”

This isn’t easy or pre-
dictable, she said. Guzmán 
formerly worked as a jour-
nalist because she thought 
it was a way to help people 
understand each other.

“Journalism, as an insti-
tution, is aimed at creating 
an informed citizenry by 
telling stories to the com-
munity, among the commu-
nity,” she said. “Everybody 
and everything was hunky 

dory on that for years.”
Around eight years ago, 

Guzmán said she started 
to realize that to help peo-
ple understand each other, 
telling stories within the 
boundaries of journalism 
wasn’t working. 

“Journalism itself is 
losing trust,” she said. 
“There’s so much fractur-
ing of the media space that 
it’s just not working. It’s not 
effective. Something has to 
change underneath it all.”

Before she left daily 
journalism, she was the 
vice president of a media 
startup with seven to eight 
reporters on the ground in 
different cities. While she 
“loved it,” Guzmán said she 
had to step away and focus 

her efforts elsewhere.
She studied how jour-

nalists can better meet the 
needs of a participatory 
public, and can do so by 
leading conversations in a 
more constructive way. 

“No conversation is 
deep and profound,” Guz-
mán said. “We need to 
equip people to have con-
versations across lines of 
difference. If they’re not 
equipped to do that, and all 
we do is tell stories at (spe-
cific communities), they’re 
just going to divide and 
fracture more.”

On its website, Braver An-
gels outlines its approach to 
“building a house united,” 
and how every citizen can 
ensure that the American 

Experiment can survive and 
thrive, as was the vision of 
the Founding Fathers. Those 
men were “enlightened, in-
spired thinkers,” Guzmán 
said. “They were very young. 
… Most of the guys were 18 to 
22 when they signed the Dec-
laration of Independence. We 
were founded on ideals.”

Guzmán said it’s “beau-
tiful” that America was 
founded on something oth-
er than ethnicity or geo-
graphic convenience. 

“The idea is that a gov-
ernment by the people, for 
the people, works and can’t 
perish from the Earth,” she 
said. “Life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness can 
animate a society — and 
that democracy thrives on 

conflict.”
Systems have been built 

to manage conflict, but 
they’re currently being test-
ed, she said. The phrase in-
spiring Guzmán the most is 
“a more perfect union” — she 
thinks the founders knew 
“we would never get there.”

While the current state of 
America can be seen as “de-
pressing,” Guzmán said there’s 
a “pretty optimistic” way to 
put it all into perspective.

“My very strong convic-
tion is that, through all of 
this, we are learning how to 
hear each other better,” she 
said. “Our institutions will be 
informed by that and we will 
become more productive.”

Our beliefs about the world — about ourselves, about each other, about our relationship to each other — are 
absolutely critical and often wrong. The most important thing is to be able to examine our beliefs, and not just 
be defined by them.”

—MÓNICA GUZMÁN
Senior Fellow for Public Practice, 

Braver Angels

chqdaily.com
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Located at the  
Athenaeum Hotel

Located at  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

Located at the  
Pier Building

Located at the  
Chautauqua Golf Course

Located in Bestor Plaza Now open!
Located in Bestor Plaza

For hours and menus, visit:

dining.chq.org

ZOE KOLENOVSKY
STAFF WRITER

As much as time in a studio 
or classroom, performing 
is a form of learning, said 
Nikki Melville, co-chair of 
the Piano Program.

A recital at 4 p.m. today 
in Sherwood-Marsh 101 
will facilitate that kind of 
learning for the program’s 
students, she said.

“This should be a place 
where they have space to 
learn new things,” said Mel-
ville. “We want this, for them, 
to be a sort of pedagogical 
space for people to make 
meaningful change and to 
learn meaningful things 
without that constant pres-
sure of judgment. … We’re 
embracing the idea that 
there’s time and space to do 
that kind of exploration.”

The recital this afternoon 
is a more informal event than 
many of the School of Mu-
sic’s other productions. Over 
the course of the week, stu-
dents can sign up to perform 
pieces they are working on 
in front of an audience with 
lower stakes than they would 
face with a larger production.

“This is really the only 
opportunity the students 
get to perform solo reper-
toire other than in guest 
masterclasses, which is a 
much more formal occa-
sion,” said Nikki Melville, 

Melville takes the lead in 
curating a curriculum for 
the students, coordinating 
visits by a series of world-
class guest faculty mem-
bers while also providing 
instruction herself.

“There are lots of won-
derful ways to play the pi-
ano, lots of wonderful ways 
to be a musician, and we’re 
not trying to preach just 
one,” Melville said. 

Students, faculty aim for personal artistry to shine in piano recital

Brantingham to discuss ‘emotional link’ 
among senses in flash fiction in Brown Bag
KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Prose writer-in-residence 
John Brantingham de-
scribes synesthesia as the 
blending of different senses.

“Language is really tied to 
our emotional lives because 
of (synesthesia),” he said, 
and writing that considers 
this can explore the mean-
ing and imagery of words.

Brantingham will dis-
cuss these topics in his 
Brown Bag lecture at 12:15 
p.m. today on the porch of 
the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall. He will fo-
cus on flash fiction, which 
is defined as any fictional 
story under 1,500 words. 
Brantingham, who has 10 
Pushcart Prize nomina-
tions to his name, and has 
published more than 20 
collections of fiction and 
poetry, is the co-creator of 
the San Gabriel Valley Lit-
erary Festival.

Brantingham cited a study 
conducted to figure out what 
words people would recog-
nize in modern English, he 
said. As an example, Brant-
ingham said “mama” and 
“papa” are recognizable in 
almost every language.

“The emotional link of 
those sounds are instinc-
tual,” he said. “There’s a lot 
you can do with that. Flash 

fiction very often is about 
keying into that and having 
an emotional reaction.”

Brantingham said anoth-
er component is trusting 
readers to fill in most of the 
story for the writers.

“I have a friend who, 
when he talks about poetry, 
says, ‘I can read a novel all 
day long,’ and it affects me 
but not in the same way,” 
he said. “If I read a poem, I 
have to take a nap and get 
a cookie … because you’re 
doing so much of the work.”

He said this is due to 
the emotional toll it takes 
on someone while reading, 
and it’s no different with 
flash fiction. 

“My mission in life, for 
me and the people I teach 
and read with, is to open 
up the concept of radical 
wonder,” Brantingham said. 
“Radical wonder is making 
sure that you’re keeping fi-
nality out of your life.”

Viewing anything through 
an unoriginal lens is danger-
ous, he said. People start to 
look around and think, “Oh, 
it’s just this,” without hold-
ing any meaning. 

“The world is exceptional,” 
Brantingham said. “You can 

start to see it as precious — 
that’s the center. I view the 
natural world in that way.”

He said he wants to em-
brace nature in its truest 
form. For example, he ex-
plained his love-hate rela-
tionship with mowing the 
lawn, which stems from his 
appreciation for nature.

“I’ve got sections where 
it’s overgrown and I leave 
them that way because I 
want the bugs and animals 
to be there,” he said. “We 
had a whole bunch of bun-
nies — an army of bunnies 
— living and trying to stay 
away from my dog, just try-
ing to live.”

Brantingham said he 
works a lot with ekphrasis, 
the use of detailed descrip-
tion of a work of visual art 
as a literary device.   

“I love the arts be-
cause it’s a constant con-
versation,” he said. “It’s a 
10,000-year-old conver-
sation we’re having back 
and forth about the nature 
of life and death. We keep 
getting more and more re-
fined trying to do so.”

BRANTINGHAM

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Front row, from left, School of Music Piano Program students Grace Tubbs, HaEun Yang and Peizhang Wu; back row, from left, Sean Yang, Alexander Tsereteli, Eric Yu, 
Dongwon Shin and Zhenyi Long. Piano students are preparing for a recital at 4 p.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh 101. 

There are lots of wonderful ways to play the piano, lots of wonderful ways to be a 
musician, and we’re not trying to preach just one.”

—NIKKI MELVILLE
Co-Chair, School of Music Piano Program

She invites her students 
to “look at all these amazing, 
wonderful, successful people 
that come in here,” who are 
“all really different from each 
other. We talk about that, 
and we talk with them, and 
we try to just understand ... 
finding your individual voice 
as a musician through these 
different contexts with all 
these different faculty.”

It is the interactions with 
these guest faculty members, 
who are internationally cele-
brated pianists with impres-
sive accolades to speak to 
their technical expertise, that 
Melville believes makes the 
greatest impact on students 
as they leave the program.

“They’ve now got a per-
sonal relationship … with 
these world famous musi-
cians,” she said. “… I think 
that changes their possibili-
ties as an individual artist to 
just listen to the stories of 
these people that come in. 
… I think that it has a ripple 

effect through their lives.”
The program for the af-

ternoon includes solo per-
formances by Peizhang Wu, 
Grace Tubbs, Zhenyi Long, 
Vanessa Yu, Andrew Chen 
and Xiaoming Zhang, as well 
as pieces arranged for two 
pianos delivered by Dong-

won Shin, HaEun Yang, Eric 
Yu and Sean Yang. 

A quintet rescheduled 
from last weekend’s chamber 
recitals will also be taking the 
stage with pianist Alexan-

der Tsereteli joined by string 
players Jaewon Jun, Noah 
Arcenas, Ho Fei Ng, and Maria 
Savarese of the School of Mu-
sic’s Instrumental Program.

In the spirit of true fluid-
ity, students are also given 
the opportunity to decide 
to perform on the spot, so 
Melville anticipates the set 
list expanding.

“This is a friendly, hope-
fully supportive environ-
ment where you can try a 
new thing and see how it 
goes,” Melville said. “It’s a 
sort of safe space for them 
for performing, which I 
think is really important.”

My mission in life, for me 
and the people I teach 
and read with, is to open 
up the concept of radical 
wonder. Radical wonder 
is making sure that you’re 
keeping finality out of 
your life.”

—JOHN BRANTINGHAM
Prose Writer-in-Residence, 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center

On Instagram: @chqdaily
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Warren, in examining institutional trust, calls for embrace of common good
ALTON NORTHUP
STAFF WRITER

Mending societal divisions 
requires courage to contrib-
ute to the common good, 
said Setti D. Warren.

Warren, director of the 
Institute of Politics at Har-
vard Kennedy School, dis-
cussed the divisions that 
threaten American society 
and how to address them 
in his lecture, “Building 
Trust in Our Institutions 
to Protect Democracy,” 
at 10:45 a.m. Thursday in 
the Amphitheater for the 
penultimate lecture of the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
Week Four theme, “The 
State of Believing.”

Public trust in institu-
tions is declining every-
where, he said. According 
to Gallup, 69% of Americans 
do not have confidence in 
the government. In a recent 
Harvard Youth Poll, 53% 
of young people said they 
believe democracy is fail-
ing; the same respondents 
placed the chances of a civil 
war in their lifetime at 35%.

“The disillusionment 
(with) our institutions that 
are supposed to be operat-
ing for us is quite sadden-
ing,” Warren said.

The current economic 
and social landscape of the 
United States only feeds 
this disillusionment. Con-
tractions in the economy 
are leading to polarization, 
he said, as wealth inequality 
grows. When fewer people 
have economic mobility, and 
are instead stuck in poverty 
with no way out, the erosion 
of faith in institutions will 
only continue.

But the institutions are 
not the only thing at risk; 
how people view one another 
is also in danger. As inequal-
ity grows and those at the 
bottom seek an explanation 
for their position, people of-
ten develop a “mindset that 
the system is being rigged 
by those in power at the ex-
pense of ordinary people.”

The problem with this 
mindset is “people are often 
fuzzy on the details,” which 
opens the door for xenopho-
bic and racist applications, 
Warren said.

As more Americans get 
their news from social me-
dia following the loss of 
one-fourth of local news-
papers across the country, 
unregulated algorithms can 
amplify and spread these 
harmful beliefs. 

“This has created an ex-
istential threat to our de-
mocracy, posing risk to 
national sovereignty and 
democratic processes,” he 
said. “We have to change 
the trajectory of informa-
tion in our society.”

But information is just one 

spoke in the wheel of polar-
ization. Having spent much of 
his life in politics, Warren said 
many in Congress place fund-
raising as their main priority, 
resulting in a small number of 
donors driving political dis-
course in the country.

These donors tend to 
have more extreme views 
than the average voter, he 
said. On the issue of eco-
nomics, the gap between 
Republican Party donors 
and Republican voters is 
wider than the gap between 
Democratic Party voters 
and Republican voters.

“This makes it increas-
ingly difficult for govern-
ment to be effective, lead-
ing to the erosion of trust,” 
Warren said.

The division between vot-
ers should not be minimized, 
though. America is more di-
verse than ever, yet it has 
also never been more seg-
regated. Forty-eight states 
now have one-party control 
of legislatures, showing lit-
tle room for compromise. 

And political debates have 
become charged, angry and 
polarizing.

“Republican and Demo-
cratic voters don’t believe 
the opposing party has the 
best interest of the country 
in mind, and believe they’re 
brainwashed or very ill-in-
formed” he said. “This isn’t a 
policy disagreement.”

This polarization has also 
seeped into once-apolitical 
areas of American society; 
42% of Republicans say the 
military is “woke,” and 32% 
of Democrats are concerned 
about far-right extremism in 
the ranks, Warren said.

These changing attitudes 
are having an impact. Since 
2004, public trust of the 
military has decreased each 
year. Annual recruitment is 
down 25%.

“If you believe that the 
military is central to our na-
tional security, our ability to 
respond around the world to 
threats, you should pay at-
tention,” he said.

These problems pose the 
largest threat to American 
democracy in decades, War-
ren said. But they are prob-
lems that can be solved.

He evoked the words of 
Robert F. Kennedy: “Some 
men see things as they are 
and ask, ‘Why?’ I dream of 
things that never were and 
ask, ‘Why not?’ ”

“What I believe this ques-
tion really entails is for us to 
ask not just why not, but why 
can’t we tackle the difficult 
problems in our society, ask 
tough questions and have the 
courage to offer some bold 
solutions?” Warren said.

These solutions, he added, 
need to be interlaced with 
politics and society alike. 

When running for state-
wide office in Massachu-
setts, Warren campaigned 
in Winchendon, a town that 
largely voted for President 
Donald Trump in 2016. 

He said he wanted to un-
derstand why the predom-
inantly white town voted 
the way it did. To help him, 
a resident juxtaposed the 
town’s past with the present.

Wichendon was once a 
booming manufacturing 
hub producing textiles and 
computer parts. Now, opioid 
dealers fill the streets that 
workers between shifts at 
the factories once did. The 
town’s only supermarket 
shuttered, so residents buy 
groceries at CVS. The town 
felt disenfranchised in a so-
ciety no longer working.

A week later, Warren 
made a stop to Roxbury, 
a predominantly Black 
neighborhood in Boston, 
where he found the same 
sentiments. He started his 

speech there with a story 
about Winchendon.

“I tell that story only be-
cause we do have to address 
economic mobility, but we 
also have to find a way to 
politically lead and to bring 
constituencies together that 
are suffering from many of 
the same ills,” he said. “Yes, it 
is different – we know there’s 
structural racism; we know 
that’s historic; we know the 
numbers for people of color 
are (in much more) dire straits 
than white people – but we 
also know there’s a society 
that is being left behind.”

Investing in spaces that 
bring people of differ-
ent backgrounds together 
should be a priority, he said.

As an Iraq War veteran, 
he and his comrades were 
forced to live with, rely on, 
and even die with men and 
women of different back-
grounds. He said imple-
menting a national service, 
outside of the military, 
would help soothe the divi-
sions in the country.

“I do believe that ev-
eryone needs to serve our 
country, and they need to 
be together with people that 

don’t look like them, have 
the same ideology, have the 
same background (and) have 
the same geography,” he 
said. “They need to human-
ize the person across from 
them and learn from them 
and be a part of a mission 
that’s greater than them.”

Service to the country is 
central to Warren’s philoso-
phy; his father and grandfa-
ther both served in the mili-
tary during the time of racial 
segregation. After returning 
home from war, his father 
was arrested three times for 
defying segregation laws.

His father’s commitment 
to the country instilled in 
Warren that if the Ameri-
can experiment was going 
to work, each person had to 
play their part.

“We have a responsibility 
here to challenge the cur-
rent orthodoxy, point out 
that these issues are tough, 
put forth answers, make 
sure that we embrace the 
common good and the pub-
lic good, and have the cour-
age to lead politically,” War-
ren said. “We owe it to not 
just the current generation, 
but the future generations.”

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Warren discussed the state of trust and belief in American public institutions — and how that trust 
might be restored.

We have a responsibility here to challenge the current 
orthodoxy, point out that these issues are tough, 
put forth answers, make sure that we embrace the 
common good and the public good, and have the 
courage to lead politically. We owe it to not just the 
current generation, but the future generations.”

—SETTI D. WARREN
Director, Institute of Politics, 

Harvard Kennedy School

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Setti D. Warren, director of the Institute of Politics at Harvard Kennedy School, delivers his lecture Thursday in the Amphitheater.
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ARDEN RYAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Having grown up in Texas, 
Simran Jeet Singh said he’s no 
stranger to discrimination. 

On Wednesday, Singh 
shared his perspective on 
how to overcome that dis-
crimination with grace — by 
allowing others to care and  
finding agency in communi-
ty strength.

Singh is an educator, so-
cial activist and author of 
The Light We Give: How Sikh 
Wisdom Can Transform 
Your Life. At 2 p.m. Wednes-
day in the Hall of Philosophy 
as part of the Interfaith Lec-
ture Series theme, “Religious 
Faith and Everything Else 
We Believe In,” Singh shared 
lessons gathered from nav-
igating the “daily racism” 
he experiences in America, 
drawing on learning from 
his own tradition and life.

“We all face our own chal-
lenges, adversity comes, life 
is hard. How do we make a 
choice in each of those mo-
ments so that we walk away 
feeling proud?” Singh said.

As a Sikh living in a re-
gion of America where al-
most no one looked like him, 
the first instance of blatant 
racism, and the first time he 
was called a terrorist, came  
at a soccer match when he 
was 10 years old.

The experience left him 
angry at himself and like 
he had lost his dignity. His 
soccer coach was checking 
the team’s equipment and 
asked to search Singh’s tur-
ban, assuming he might be 
hiding weapons in his Sikh 
headwear. Not knowing 
what to do, Singh obliged, 
bowing his head to the 
coach’s hands.

The decision tormented 

Singh. He had never known 
an authority figure to vi-
olate his privacy like that. 
Plagued with regret and 
anger, he vowed to stand up 
for himself the next time.

“It took me some time to 
forgive myself,” Singh said. 
He told himself he would 
never again be passive 
against discrimination.

The second instance of 
racism Singh remembers 
came a short time later, 
not from a person of pow-
er but from a friend. In the 
locker room after basketball 
practice, a teammate made 
a racist comment to Singh, 
who “flashed back to the 
promise (he) had made to 
stand up for (himself) the 
next time” he was the victim 
of racism, and so did.

The two fought and left 
each other bloody, and Singh 
felt no better afterward. Vi-
olence had brought him no 
more relief than silence.

These instances in his 
life, Singh said, have been 
more numerous than he can 
count. Just last week, he 
said, he experienced racism.

From these instances and 
many others, Singh learned, 
moments of racism have 
no perfect solution. What, 
then, is one to do?

The answer, Singh said, 

is to look beyond “fight or 
flight,” the basic human im-
pulses that give us no long-
term satisfaction. Instead, 
take “what our spiritual tra-
ditions might call a middle 
path,” he said.

“There’s another way of 
engaging, one where we 
don’t get sucked into the an-
ger, the hatred, or the toxic-
ity being directed at us, but 
also one that is not limited 
to running away, escaping, 
pretending like these issues 
aren’t there,” Singh said 
— what Americans are “so 
wont to do, individually and 
culturally.”

Instead of postponing 
challenges, he said, deal 
with them now. “Find those 
moments of difficulty when 
they come … embrace them, 
and at the same time, find 
agency within them” by 
sharing struggles with oth-
ers, Singh said. Drawing 
on others for support can 
“transform the darkness 
into light.”

One poignant experi-
ence Singh still remembers 
taught him the third op-
tion in the face of discrim-
ination, the middle road to 
walk away from racism feel-
ing proud. It was at a roller 
rink birthday party, where 
the manager saw the turban 

Singh was wearing and ap-
proached, yelling, “Get out 
of here with those damn 
rags on your head.”

He didn’t know how to 
respond. The experience 
wasn’t new to him, but it 
was the first time his fami-
ly wasn’t able to resolve the 
situation. He felt the instinct 
to leave the rink and avoid 
the confrontation. But in-
stead of leaving, or fighting 
for hours with the manager, 
his mother had shared the 
experience with the parents 
at the party, who all orga-
nized a walkout of the rink.

Singh said he had looked 
up into his mother’s eyes 
and seen her crying, think-
ing it was because of the 
racism. Instead, his mother 
said she was crying because 
of how lucky they were.

His mother had shared 
with the teachers and par-
ents what was happen-
ing, inviting her commu-
nity into their struggles, 
and allowed them to care. 
Sharing vulnerabilities had 
given others the chance to 
come to their aid. Singh re-
members the feeling of that 
support and can still feel it 
30 years later.

“It was the first time in 
my life where I felt like the 
people around me really 

cared about me,” so much 
they were willing to give up 
something of their own, he 
said. “To understand that 
and to feel that was a pow-
erful experience for me, and 
something that I wanted to 
continue doing for myself 
and for other people.” 

From his mother that 
day, he learned the impor-
tance of taking the initial 
step into vulnerability, to 
being open and sharing 
challenges with others. 
His mother had “zero pow-
er” in the situation, Singh 
said, and couldn’t do any-
thing to change the rules or 
convince the manager, but 
“figured out how to create 
power in that moment” and 
“find her agency.”

“Maintain your princi-
ples,” Singh said, and don’t 
waver from them. When 
leaving is the easy option, 
one should connect with 
others over common bonds 
of vulnerability.

“Empathy is built,” Singh 
said, through “a point of 
connection, through story-
telling and openness.”

Singh recalled a shameful 
experience for him, but one 
from which he learned a valu-
able lesson. Once at a grocery 
store, his mother caught him 
trying to steal a candy bar. 

At home, his mother asked 
him if he knew why he wore a 
turban, then she told him, “If 
you’re going to be doing stuff 
like that, then maybe you 
shouldn’t be wearing one.”

He had always been told 
never to listen to those who 
insulted his turban, to hon-
or his heritage, but here his 
mother was, suggesting he 
might not deserve one. That 
experience “opened up a 
new perspective” for Singh, 
piquing his interest to ex-
plore his Sikh faith.

The turban, as he reflect-
ed on it, should be a daily 
reminder of the difference 
between “what we practice 
and what we preach.” He 
said he reflects on his val-
ues every day while tying it, 
and holds himself account-
able to his morals while he 
wears it in the world.

For Sikhs, he explained, 
the turban is a symbol of 
equality, something that 
connects one to the great-
er community, but is also 
a personal connection to 
one’s faith. When the tur-
ban is disturbed, Singh said, 
it feels like a personal of-
fense toward that faith.

After his experience with 
the candy bar and his moth-
er in the store, Singh said 
he became more intentional 
about his values in public, 
and his turban represented 
a regular adherence to dis-
cipline. The daily practice 
of moral strength can help 
prepare for tough moments, 
he said, to have a strong 
“technology of the self,” 
quoting Michel Foucault.

The things we believe are 
“embodied” by what we do 
every day, Singh said. “Be-
lief doesn’t matter if prac-
tice doesn’t follow.”

Singh shares stories of facing discrimination with lessons from faith

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Simran Jeet Singh shares how lessons from his Sikh faith tradition transformed his life, and how those lessons can helps others live loving life in the face of great difficulty, Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy as 
part of the Week Four Interfaith Lecture Series theme “Religious Faith and Everything Else We Believe In.”

There’s another way of engaging, one where we don’t get sucked into the anger, the hatred, or the toxicity 
being directed at us, but also one that is not limited to running away, escaping, pretending like these issues 
aren’t there”

—SIMRAN JEET SINGH
Author 

The Light We Give: How Sikh Wisdom Can Transform Your Life
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TRANSPORTATION

FOR RENTFOR SALE

NOTICES

The Helen S. and Merrill 
L. Bank Lectureship pro-
vides support for the lec-
ture by Mónica Guzmán 
at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater.

Helen and Merrill Bank 
first came to Chautauqua 
for just one week. They 
came to play golf and hear 
music. Their visits began in 
the early 1960s and, as time 
went on, Helen and some of 
her close friends began to 
take greater advantage of 
the programs that were of-
fered. For the last 20 years 

of Helen’s life, her daughter 
would join her at Chautau-
qua. Their time together 
on the grounds became a 
highly anticipated annual 
event for them.

In 2012, the Helen S. and 
Merrill L. Bank Lectureship 
was established by their 
daughter and grandson to 
honor the memory of Hel-
en and Merrill. This lec-
tureship helps to support 
morning lectures on topics 
regarding the environment 
or the arts — areas which 
held great interest for them.

Bank Lectureship 
provides support for 
Guzmán’s CLS talk

Presbyterian 
Association Fund 
supports Smith, 
Bowler lecture
The Presbyterian Associ-
ation of Chautauqua Re-
ligious Lectureship Fund 
provides support for the 
Interfaith Lecture by 
Katherine Smith and Kate 
Bowler at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

The lectureship was es-
tablished in 1989 through 
gifts made by members 
and friends of the Pres-
byterian Association of 
Chautauqua in recogni-
tion of the association’s 
100th anniversary. The 

Presbyterian Associa-
tion of Chautauqua was 
incorporated on Aug. 27, 
1889, with the immedi-
ate purpose of select-
ing and purchasing a site 
for the construction of a 
Presbyterian headquar-
ters on the grounds. The 
headquarters, located at 
the south end of the Am-
phitheater, was the first 
brick building construct-
ed at Chautauqua and was 
first fully occupied for use 
during the 1891 season.

EVERY Sunday Luncheon/ 
Brunch Buffet $15.95 “ALL 
YOU CARE TO ENJOY” Salad, 
Complementary Dessert

2023 only: 9 Ames, weeks 6, 7, 
8. Comfortable and attractive 
3-bedrooms, 2 baths. Central a/c, 
parking, laundry, rear patio and 
front porch dining. Rent reduced 
to $2700/wk. Call/text Matt 704-
577-8002

English cream golden retriever 
pups. 8 weeks old. Cute, 
adorable, AKC registered. Shots 
up to date. Dewormed, vet 
checked. Ready now for $800. 
Pictures available. 716-355-
4273. No Sunday calls

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 12, 2023

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua Corporation 

will be held Saturday, August 12, 2023, beginning at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall 

of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, New York. At that time, 

the Corporation will review the Institution’s financial statements and elect an 

individual to serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant 

to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s audited financial 

statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/ 

Class B Trustee Nominations

Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for election 

as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee must be submitted 

by a member of the  Corporation.

 All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be identified in 

writing to the Secretary of the Chautauqua Institution not more than thirty 

(30) (July 12, 2023)  and not less than fifteen (15) (July 28, 2023) days in 

advance of the scheduled date (i.e., the annual meeting of the Members of 

the Corporation) for their election to provide the Secretary with sufficient 

time to ensure that each such nominee is eligible for election as a Class 

B Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the compliance by the 

nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements of the Corporation’s 

Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New York State Not-for Profit 

Corporation Law, and to make adequate arrangements for the time-

consuming logistics associated with presentation of multiple nominees 

for the position of Class B Trustee at the annual meeting of the Members 

of the Corporation. In order to be placed on the ballot for election, each 

nominee for the position of Class B Trustee must submit to the Corporate 

Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the third (3rd) business day after 

a request by the Corporate Secretary, any and all documents and related 

information reasonably requested by the Corporate Secretary to verify the 

nominee’s eligibility as a Class B Trustee. For purposes of the election of 

any Class B Trustee, the Members of the Corporation entitled to vote at any 

annual meeting (and their voting designees or holders of proxies) shall be 

as reflected on the books and records of the Chautauqua Institution on and 

as of a record date that is fifteen (15) (July 28, 2023) days prior to the date 

of the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation.

 Voter Designations

Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property and 

who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the Saturday, 

August 12, 2023, Annual Corporation meeting must assign and complete 

the voter designation form which must be received and filed with the 

secretary of the Corporation no later than 15 days (July 28, 2023) prior to 

the Corporation meeting.

 Proxy Voting

If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the Corporate 

Secretary, Rindy Barmore, at rbarmore@chq.org. Voters wishing to assign 

a proxy must do so no later than July 28, 2023.

Note: All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be 

issued by the Corporate Secretary in order to be eligible. Please contact 

the Corporate Secretary, Rindy Barmore at rbarmore@chq.org  if you wish 

to receive forms or require further information.

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
12:45 p.m. Tuesdays the Chautauqua Women’s Club

East/West

1st  Melissa Denton - Peter Harris       

2nd  Jonathan Tramer - Leslie Tramer

3rd Darlene Johnston - Mary Khosh    

North/South

1st  Steven Allen - Ellen Waldman       

2nd  Michael Beldon - Louise Beldon 

3rd Abigail Nichols - Carl Nelson   

54.25%

52.63%

62.35%

SECTION A

55.32%

59.39%

55.61%

CHAUTAUQUA WOMEN’S CLUB  
TUESDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

JULY 18, 2023
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Strohl Art Center’s first-
floor exhibition isn’t the 
most traditional landscape 
collection.

“Sense of Place” is a col-
lection of pieces spanning 
different mediums that ex-
plore landscape as a broad-
er idea compared to a spe-
cific image. 

On view at Strohl through 
this weekend, “Sense of 
Place” is curated by Assis-
tant Director of Chautauqua 
Visual Arts Galleries Erika 
Diamond.

The idea of quintessen-
tial landscape paintings can 
bring to mind a number of 
art movements: From Chi-
nese shan shui or the Hud-
son River School and the 
Romanticism movement, 
to the impressionist and 
post-impressionist ideal-
ized and abstracted works 
of artists like Claude Monet 
and Vincent Van Gogh.

This exhibition, though, 
toes a line between tradi-
tional landscape paintings 
and conceptual art. Many 
of the pieces are heavily ab-
stracted, questioning what 
the boundaries of land-
scape are, and how we re-
late to the landscapes that 
surround us.

“Sense of Place” challeng-
es viewers to consider their 
relation to landscape and to 
question what a landscape 
can be. The exhibition com-
bines mediums like photog-
raphy, painting, video and 
textile. At the center of the 
exhibition is Mika Obayashi’s 
“Gospel of Three Dimen-
sions.” The massive instal-
lation of dyed paper strung 
from the ceiling by cord 
evokes a feeling of awe from 
viewers through its massive 
scale and detail.

Obayashi said she hopes 
people find beauty through 
the exhibition. 

“I hope they might bring 

their own ideas of gospel 
and spirituality and how an 
aesthetic experience can 
become transcendental,” 
she said. “I also hope people 
might think about their po-
sition to and within nature.”

Nearby is Obayashi’s 
“Repeating the Truth,” 
equally as intricate, but 
smaller in size.

Obayashi cites nature as 
a main source of inspiration, 
but said she is particularly 
inspired by intangible as-
pects of nature like balance, 
liminality and ephemerality.

Situated throughout the 
gallery space are heavily ab-
stracted, pigmented piec-
es created by Liz Nielsen. 
She uses a distinctive pro-
cess, often creating works 
without a camera which she 
describes on her website 
as “light paintings.” These 
paintings are made by ma-
nipulating light-sensitive pa-
per in a darkroom.

“My photograms ref lect 
a fascination with light as a 
tangible, yet ethereal phe-
nomenon,” according to 
Neilsen in a description of 
her piece “Friends” on her 
website. “My work is about 
harnessing its incredi-
ble power to shape space 
and eclipse/collapse time, 
merging a multiplicity of 
realities into a finite yet 
dynamic form.”

Contrasting with the 
abstract, vibrant pieces 
of soothing skies and sea-
scapes, Samantha Fields’ 
blurred landscape paint-
ings depict dark and stormy 
skies, leaving viewers with 
an impression that the end 
is near. Her pieces are out of 
focus, evoking uncertainty 
about what’s to come.

Fields writes in the de-
scription of her work that 
it explores severe weath-
er imagery, which is often 
widely disseminated in the 
media, as it relates to her 
own lived experiences.

“The slow apocalypse of 
climate change is with us 
every day; from heat waves, 
wildfires, grid failures and 
floods, to storms rolling 
across the roads we travel 
with our beloveds. I’m inter-
ested in the daily, ongoing 
signs that are screaming at 
us, like the cursed Cassan-
dra, that the end is surely 
near,” she said in the de-
scription. “But this world has 
a skin that looks the same as 
it ever was, and even shared 
moments of alarm recede 
into the bread and circus-
es that fill our days and our 
feeds, and we march one step 
closer to our assured end.”

For Lien Truong and 
Hong An Truong, “Sense of 
Place” is a vessel for inves-
tigating the intersection of 
nature and politics. “The 
Sky is Not Sacred” is a two-
part piece comprising a vid-
eo component and a paint-
ing. The piece critically 
examines the relationship 
between the environment, 
politics and how climate 
has been weaponized.

“Together, image and 
text concede in admiration 
and awe, to the sky’s stat-
ure as a sublime, horrifying 
space. ‘The Sky Is Not Sa-
cred’ suggests the tension 
between the aesthetic and 
the political, and asserts 
the way in which Western 
ideologies have violently 
impacted the Vietnamese 
landscape, and more broad-
ly, how they have shaped 
our cultural and emotional 
relationship to landscape 
as an imaginary space,” ac-
cording to the description.

Also adorning the walls are 
a number of skies and sea-
scapes containing deep, rich 
blue hues. From afar, they’re 
seemingly straightforward 
and simple. Up close, though, 
the extent of detail in the 
pieces starts to emerge.

The landscapes, created 
by Maria Fernanda Barrero, 

are entirely embroidered 
and reveal complex designs 
within the pieces. Barrero 
uses these pieces as a way 
to explore the ways in which 
we are bound to nature.

Part of what Barrero 
wants people to under-
stand through her art is the 
importance of caring for 
our environment. She com-
pared our earth and eco-
system to a home. 

“How will you damage 
your house, how will you 

keep your bedroom filthy, or 
your kitchen filthy if you are 
eating from it, or if you are 
living from it? We wouldn’t 
do it,” Barrero said.

Tending to and caring 
for the environment is a 
common thread through-
out the diverse collection 
of artworks in the exhibi-
tion. “Sense of Place” chal-
lenges viewers to not only 
appreciate the landscapes 
surrounding them, but to 
go a step beyond and con-

sider their connections to 
the environment and their 
responsibility to their sur-
roundings.

Barrero said this exhibit 
may evoke a sense of sooth-
ing and connectedness that 
allows for more open-mind-
ed discussion.

“When you start talking 
more about it, then it seems 
that all of us, like human be-
ings, tend to agree that we 
need more of that,” Barrero 
said. 

At Strohl, ‘Sense of Place’ pushes viewers to critically examine landscapes

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Mika Obayashi’s “Repeating the Truth,” with “Gospel of Three Dimensions” in the foreground, on 
display at Strohl Art Center.

When you start talking more about it, then it seems that all of us, like human 
beings, tend to agree that we need more of that,”

—MARIA FERNANDA BERRERO
Exhibiting Artist, 
“Sense of Place”
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F
FRIDAY
JULY 21

6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in at 
Pro Shop before you play. Sports 
Club

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
John Pulleyn (Japanese Zen 
Buddhism.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:15 (8:15-8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Nature Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Meet at lake 
side (back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 
Rev. M. Craig Barnes, president 
emeritus, Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Amphitheater

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Kabalah on Meditation and 
Song.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:00 Opera Conservatory 
Performance Class. Dominic 
Armstrong. McKnight Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30-12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 

Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Mónica Guzmán, senior fellow 
for public practice, Braver Angels. 
Amphitheater

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:15 CLSC Seven Seals Brown Bag. 
The Great Circle by Maggie 
Shipstead. Presented by Jack 
McCredie. Kate Kimball at Alumni 
Hall 

12:15 Prose Writer-in-Residence 
Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) John 
Brantingham. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.)  
Disciples of Christ Graybiel House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.)  
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30 Jumu’ah Muslim Prayer. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

12:30 Garden Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of garden and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Miller 
Park

12:45 Catholic Speaker Series. “The 
Impact of Pope Francis on Church 
and World.” The Rev. Bob Bonnot,  
retired pastor, Christ Our Savior 
Parish, Struthers, Ohio. Methodist 
House Chapel

1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, 
then opt to play a game for fee. 
Bowling Green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 Operalogue. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Opera Company.) 
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street. Norton Hall

2:00 Violin Masterclass. Ilya Kaler. 
Fletcher Music Hall

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Katherine Smith, associate 
dean, Duke Divinity School. Kate 
Bowler. Hall of Philosophy

2:30 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

2:30 (2:30-4:30) Afternoon Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:30 Maureen Rovegno Retirement 
Celebration. (Programmed by the 
Department of Religion). Hall of 
Philosophy

3:30 Islam 101. “Islam in America.” 
Khalid and Sabeeha Rehman. 
Hurlbut Church

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Smith 
Wilkes Hall

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) UU House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 

(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

4:00 OPERA. Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Norton kiosk.) Norton Hall

4:00 School of Music Piano Program 
Student Recital. Donations 
accepted by the Women’s Club 
to support the School of Music 
Scholarship Fund. Sherwood-Marsh

4:30 Duff’s Famous Chicken Wing 
Dinner Takeout. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
CWC House

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” 
Rabbi Elyse Goldstein, Susan 
Goldberg Schwartz, cantorial 
soloist. Shabbat’zza – Post-
Service Pizza Picnic in the Park. 
Bring your own beverage, salad or 
dessert to share. If rain, service 
at Smith Wilkes Hall and no 
Shabbat’zza. Miller Park

5:00 (5-6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

5:30 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in at 
Pro Shop Sports Club

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Blue 
Jean.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Melissa Etheridge 2023 Tour. 
Amphitheater

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. “Pretty 
Problems.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

Sa
SATURDAY
JULY 22

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer.) Hall 
of Philosophy

8:00 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in at 
Pro Shop before you play. Tennis 
Center

9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:45 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Morning Interfaith Outreach 
Worship. Rabbi Elyse Goldstein, 
Susan Goldberg Schwartz, cantorial 
soloist. Kiddush lunch to follow. 
Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

12:30 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 

Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:00 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
Gretchen Morgenson, Senior 
Financial Reporter, NBC News 
Investigations. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 THEATER. Pride and Prejudice 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion.) Focus on preceding 
Contemporary Issues Forum. 
Chautauqua Women’s Club at Hall of 
Missions

4:15 Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Resident Artist Series. 
Chautauqua Piano Quartet. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Contemporary Issues Forum 
Reception. Deeper Dialogue with 
Gretchen Morgenson, Senior 
Financial Reporter, NBC News 
Investigations. CWC House

5:30 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in at 
Pro Shop before you play. Sports 
Club

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Blue 
Jean.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

7:30 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “The Princess 
Bride” In Concert. Lawrence Loh, 
conductor. Amphitheater

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. “Pretty 
Problems.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

O H, G L O R Y

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Grammy Award-winning vocal ensemble Chanticleer performs “I’ll Fly Away,” by Albert E. Brumley, Dean Webb and Mitch Jayne, 
arranged by Tim Keeler, Wednesday evening in the Amphitheater.
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