
JAMES BUCKSER
STAFF WRITER

Philip Barnes got involved 
with choral music when he 
was about 6 or 7 years old.

“The local choir direc-
tor came to my prep school 
and auditioned everybody, 
and I wasn’t very good,” 
Barnes said. “But the deal 
was, you can either have all 
the kids or none of them, so 
if a kid shows interest, you 
have to take him. I was one 
of those kids.”

Since joining that choir 
in school, Barnes has gone 
on to record 16 albums with 
the St. Louis Chamber Cho-
rus, direct church choirs 
in St. Louis, and host “Re-
Choired Listening,” a weekly 
program on St. Louis’ clas-

sical radio station. He is also 
an educator, teaching Greek 
and Latin at John Burroughs 
School, as well as classes 
through Chautauqua’s Spe-
cial Studies. 

Barnes will bring his 
knowledge of music and 
learning to Chautauqua 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy as a part 
of Week Six of the Inter-
faith Lecture Series, with 
its theme “Literature and 
Meaning-Making.”

Before Barnes embarked 
on his musical and educa-
tional career, he studied at 
Chautauqua through the 
Bell Tower Scholarship, de-
signed to promote under-
standing between the Brit-
ish and Americans.

It was through the schol-
DUVKLS�WKDW�%DUQHV�āUVW�YLV-
ited St. Louis, where he has 
spent much of his career.

“I got to visit a very famous 
school there, and I got to visit 
the head of school, and the 

head of school met me. Two 
years later, he appointed me 
to the faculty,” Barnes said. 
“My life took this unexpect-
ed turn where now I’ve lived 
in America longer than I’ve 
lived in England.”

Barnes said the catalyst 
for this turn in his life was 
Chautauqua Institution.
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

The Garth Fagan Dance company will 
jump onto stage at 8:15 p.m. tonight in 
the Amphitheater.

The company incorporates a partic-
ular technique that draws inspiration 
from and combines multiple dance 
styles, said Natalie Rogers-Cropper, 
who is the interim executive director 
of Garth Fagan Dance as well as the 
company’s assistant rehearsal direc-
tor and school director.

The Garth Fagan technique utiliz-
es characteristics like the loose, tor-
so-centered movement of Afro-Ca-
ribbean dance, the speed and agility 
of ballet, the polyrhythms of African 
music and dance and the loose backs 
of post-modern dance.

“His work tends to be impression-
istic and abstract, not very narrative. 
+HÚV�GHāQLWHO\�D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�GDQFH�
choreographer,” said Rogers-Cropper.

Another distinctive attribute of the 
Fagan technique is that dancers do not 

prepare for their jumps during their 
performances, which Rogers-Cropper 
describes as being “into the earth, out 
of the earth.”

“Our jumps have no preparation 
ZKDWVRHYHU��:H� MXVW�Ă\� LQWR� WKH�DLU��
it’s a very technical thing that they 
have to learn, and it’s quite wonder-
ful,” she said. “When we have to go 
down into the earth, (Fagan) wants 
that weight, he wants that strength 
that is connected with dancers that 
have a very primal feel.”

ALEXANDER

BARNES

ALTON NORTHUP
STAFF WRITER

Kwame Alexander knows 
the power of words.

“I want to create litera-
ture that is cool, that is em-
powering,” he said. “I feel 
like because I can do that, 
I have the responsibility to 
actually do it.”

Alexander, a Newbery 
Medal-winning author and 
poet, will talk about how 
words transform lives and 
his path to becoming a writ-
er at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater to continue 
the Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries Week Six theme, “A Life 
of Literature.”  

The son of a publisher and 
an English teacher, books 
surrounded him growing up. 
But he did not set out for a 
career as a writer. Instead, 
he studied biochemistry at 
Virginia University. In the 
end, writing still found him.

“It was in my blood,” he 
said.

He has not stopped writ-
ing since and, as a daily writ-
er, he lives a life of literature 
in the truest sense. He said 
he hopes to inspire Chau-
tauquans – especially chil-
dren – to live a life of liter-
ature too. A poet, Alexander 
writes most of his novels in 
verses that build on each 
other to form a narrative. 
He plays with the spacing, 
size, formatting and thick-
ness of his words to make 
them “come alive.”

The author, co-author, 
or editor of 38 books, he 
has cemented himself as a 
powerhouse in literature.   
He’s been awarded the 
Caldecott Medal and Coret-
ta Scott King Award, as well 
as a Newbery Honor and a 
Newbery Medal. Chautau-
qua has included four of his 
books in its CLSC Young 
Readers program, includ-
ing two 2023 picks Indigo 
Blume and the Garden City 
and The Door of No Return.

Indigo Blume and the 
Garden City tells the story 
of a young girl who builds a 
rooftop garden and shows 
her neighbors how to go 
green. The Door of No Re-
turn follows the gripping 
VWRU\� RI� .Rā� 2IāQ�� DQ�
11-year-old boy who is tak-
en from his village in Upper 
Kwanta and sold into slav-
ery in the United States. 

Newbery Medal-
winning author 
Alexander aims 
to inspire with 
power of words

See ALEXANDER, Page A4 See BARNES, Page A4

Barnes to discuss ancient Greek literature, music

Garth Fagan Dance to jump ‘into the earth, out of  
the earth’ with fusion of styles

See DANCE, Page A4

AFFIRMATION 
HUMANITYO
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GARTH FAGAN DANCE

So often, we tend to think of words in one part of 
our brain and music in another part of our brain, and 
I think that’s an unnecessary and actually unhelpful 
division.”

—PHILIP BARNES
Faculty,

John Burroughs School’s Classics Department

PERSONAL 
TOUCHES
Opera Conservatory students 
prepare for final McKnight recital 
of season.
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STORIES OF HOLY 
CHANGE
Tradition teaches how to change 
minds gracefully, Candler preaches 
in sermon drawing on Exodus.
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‘WHY READ 
CLASSICS TODAY?’
Frey encourages universities to 
create humans, not experts; argues 
for classics in liberal arts education.

Page A8

LIGHTING UP THE 
NIGHT
Photos from the double-bill 
performance of Band of Horses, 
The Revivalists in packed Amp.
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Join the Chautauqua Choir
Sing with the Chautauqua Choir this season for per-
formances in the morning and evening Sunday worship 
services. Open to those who have experience singing in 
choirs and the ability to read music, anyone interest-
ed must attend one out of three weekly rehearsals, al-
though two are more are recommended. Rehearsals are 
at 6:15 p.m. Thursdays at Smith Wilkes Hall, and Fridays 
and Saturdays at Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. New members 
VKRXOG� DUULYH� HDUO\� IRU� WKHLU� āUVW� UHKHDUVDO� WR� UHJLVWHU�
and be assigned a music folder. Email chqchoir@gmail.
com or call 716-357-6321.

Chautauqua Dialogues welcomes new facilitators
Join the Chautauqua Dialogues as a facilitator. Chautau-
qua Dialogues provides an opportunity for Chautauquans 
to have meaningful engagement and conversation within 
the context of the Chautauqua weekly theme in an infor-
mal and small group setting led by a trained facilitator. 
Nineteen sessions will be offered every week this season. 
For information, contact rogerdoebke@me.com.

Almuni Association of the CLSC news
7KH� &KDXWDXTXD� /LWHUDU\� DQG� 6FLHQWLāF� &LUFOH� &ODVV� RI�
2004 will meet before the parade from 8 to 9 a.m. this 
morning at the Brick Walk Cafe patio. Bring your own 
EHYHUDJH��0XIāQV�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG��

The CLSC Class of 2011 will meet at 8:30 a.m. today be-
hind our class banner on Bestor Plaza to march in the 
Recognition Day parade to the Hall of Philosophy. 

The CLSC Class of 2015 will gather with Class Trea-
surer Missy Bolton around 8:30 a.m. today in front of the 
Chautauqua Bookstore. Practice our class chant, pose for 
a class photo, and remember to wear your purple class 
shirt. Enjoy a Social Hour with your classmates at 12:30 
p.m. today at the Double Eagle Cafe at the Golf Club. 
Please RSVP to Tom Hasbach (contact info in newsletter).

The CLSC Class of 2018 will meet at 8:30 a.m. today 
behind our class banner in Bestor Plaza to parade to the 
Hall of Philosophy. Contact jillrose1231@gmail.com.

Ask the Sta! Tent Time
Please stop by the green tent for “Ask the Staff Tent Time” 
between 3 and 5 p.m. today on Bestor Plaza (Rain loca-
tion: Colonnade porch). Shannon Rozner, general coun-
sel and senior vice president of community relations, and 
Chautauqua Institution President Michael E. Hill, will be 
there. No appointment, no agenda. Just drop in and chat.

CLSC Class of 2024 Formation Meetings
-RLQ�WKH�&KDXWDXTXD�/LWHUDU\�DQG�6FLHQWLāF�&LUFOH�&ODVV�
of 2024. Participate in the CLSC Class of 2024 Forma-
tion Meetings in-person or via Zoom at 9 a.m. on Aug. 8 
(Week Seven). Find an application online at https://chq.
org/schedule/resident-programs/literary-arts/clsc/. If 
you’ll be at Chautauqua then, join us in the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall, or join us from home via Zoom 
(invitations will be emailed).

CLSC Recognition Week
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�RXU�&KDXWDXTXD�/LWHUDU\�DQG�6FLHQWLāF�
Circle Class of 2023 graduate and our 2023 Guild of Seven 
Seals graduates of all levels. For more information about 
our Recognition Week events, drop by the CLSC Octagon, 
visit www.chq.org/clsc or inquire at clsc@chq.org.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is open from noon to 2 p.m. today be-
hind the Colonnade. Artists at the Market will be held 
from 1 to 4 p.m. today at the Chautauqua Farmer’s Market. 
The Language Hour is at 1 p.m. today at the CWC House, 
with French, Spanish, German and Swedish.

Library Day
Join us in front of the Smith Memorial Library from 8:30 
to 10:30 a.m. on Thursday for Library Day, an annual cele-
bration of the life of the library in the greater Chautauqua 
community. Enjoy refreshments, play games, get your 
“My Favorite Book Stickers,” and become a member of the 
Friends of Smith Memorial Library, which helps fund spe-
cial projects at the Smith. Rain location inside the library.

School of Music news
At 10 a.m. today in McKnight Hall, attend a masterclass 
with Jonathan Beyer as he works with students in the Op-
era Conservatory.

Join us from 4 to 5:30 p.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh 
101 to see students from the Chautauqua School of Music 
Piano Program work with renowned pianist HaeSun Paik.

Understanding Gender Panel Discussion
A panel discussion will be held from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. to-
day in Smith Wilkes Hall on the topic of gender. The pan-
elists will discuss medical and personal perspectives on 
gender identity, gender expression and transitioning. A 
4�DQG�$�SHULRG�ZLOO� IROORZ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ��<RX�FDQ�āQG�
more information at lgbtqchq.com/special-events.

Organ Concert
Organ Scholar Nicholas Stigall will play a concert on the 
Massey Memorial Organ at 12:15 p.m. today in the Am-
phitheater. He will play “Concerto in A Minor after Vival-
di’s Concerto for Two Violins” by Johann Sebastian Bach. 
The second piece will be “Cantabile” by Cesar Franck and 
WKH�āQDO�SLHFH�LV�Ý.DLURVÝ�E\�3DP�'HFNHU��6WLJDOOÚV�IDYRULWH�
composer

Beach-to-Beach Color Sprint
The Beach-to-Beach Color Sprint will be held at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday for ages 6 and up. Register at the Sports Club 
for $10, which includes white T-shirt. The run begins at 
Children’s Beach and ends at Heinz Beach. Powdered 
paint is tossed at participants along the route. Ice pops 
SUHVHQWHG�DW�WKH�āQLVK�OLQH�

MARIIA NOVOSELIA
STAFF WRITER

Janice Overbeck, co-di-
rector and producer of the 
“Plastic Earth,” describes it 
as a “solution-based docu-
mentary.”

7KH� IHDWXUH�OHQJWK� āOP��
released earlier this year, 
tells a story of a mother 
WU\LQJ�WR�āQG�ZD\V�WR�QDYL-
gate the problem of plastic 
pollution – an issue that 
Overbeck, a mother herself, 
said affects “our health, the 
health of our planet, our 
oceans, wildlife and biodi-
versity.”

“We still don’t even know 
all of the effects … plastics 
are having on us,” Over-
beck said. “We know that 
the microplastics are go-
ing into plants and in our 
bodies and … there’s more 
startling information being 
uncovered by scientists all 
the time.”

Chautauquans have the 
chance to watch the movie, 
free with a Tradtional Gate 
Pass, at 5 p.m. today in the 
Chautauqua Cinema. 

Overbeck said her aim is 
for people to “feel hopeful 
that we are moving towards 
ā[LQJ��WKH�SODVWLF�SROOXWLRQ��
problem” after watching 
the movie.

The production of “Plas-
tic Earth” started in 2020. 
The biggest challenge that 
Overbeck faced through-
RXW�WKH�āOPPDNLQJ�SURFHVV�
was having to work during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
she said, noting that she 
and her team were still 
“able to work through all 

the hurdles.”
While the movie does 

not focus on plastic pol-
lution generated by the 
pandemic, Overbeck said 
increased plastic use be-
cause of COVID-19 made 
the movie more “timely.”

Following the screening, 
Chautauquans will be able 
to participate in a Q-and-A 
session with Overbeck and 
Sherri “Sam” Mason, asso-
ciate research professor 
and director of sustainabil-
ity at Penn State Behrend 
in Erie, Pennsylvania. 

Overbeck got in touch 
with Mason following a 
suggestion of Judd Michael, 
professor of agricultural 
and biological engineer-
ing at Penn State Univer-
sity and an interviewee of 
Overbeck’s. At that time, 
Mason was researching 
microplastics in the Great 
Lakes and published her 
āUVW�VWXG\�RQ�SODVWLF�ZDWHU�
bottles, which made her “a 
SHUIHFW�āWÝ�DQG�ÜD�JUHDW�DG-
GLWLRQ�WR�WKH�āOP�Ý

Other studies conducted 
by Mason have led to na-
tional legislation banning 
the use of microbeads. 

Mason said it was “in di-
rect connection” to their 
āUVW� VWXG\� LQ� WKH� *UHDW�
Lakes that she and her col-
league from Niagara Uni-
versity found high numbers 
of “little perfectly spherical 
balls of plastic.” Through 

the process of elimination, 
she said, they established 
that the objects must be 
microbeads coming from 
personal care products. 

“Unusually for a scien-
tist,” Mason said, she was 
sharing information about 
WKHLU�āQGLQJV�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�
being discovered, as op-
posed to waiting until pub-
lication. 

Even though the New 
York State legislature never 
signed the microbeads ban, 
she said it was employed 
by eight different states 
across the country. 

Later, Congress passed 
the Microbead-Free Wa-
ters Act of 2015. The piece 
of legislation “prohibits the 
manufacturing, packaging, 
and distribution of rinse-
off cosmetics containing 
plastic microbeads,” ac-
cording to the U.S. Food 
& Drug Administration’s 
website. 

5HĂHFWLQJ� RQ� GLIIHUHQW�
ways to solve the pollution 
crisis, Mason said while 
taking different steps to 
reduce the use of plastic is 
crucial, it is also important 
to advocate for change. 

“You can make changes, 
obviously, on an individual 
level, but this really has to 
be something that happens 
above and beyond us as in-
dividuals,” she said. 

Currently, Mason said 
VKH� LV� WU\LQJ� WR� āQG� FRQ-
nections between what 

VFLHQWLVWV�āQG� LQ�WKH�*UHDW�
/DNHV� DQG� LGHQWLāDEOH� RE-
jects on land, in addition to 
working as a professor. 

“I said this to my stu-
dents the other day – they 
were like: ‘How do you deal 
with having this knowl-
edge?’ And I said: ‘Well, I’m 
going to die, so it’s more 
of a concern for you guys,” 
she said. “We need to be 
thinking more about our 
kids than ourselves, … more 
about how we (can) change 
the systems, so that this is 
less of a problem in the fu-
ture.”

Overbeck said it was her 
four daughters who in-
spired her to create “Plas-
tic Earth.”

Mason said Q-and-As 
are always her favorite part 
of any presentation. She 
said she looks forward to 
watching the documentary 
with a “normal” audience, 
seeing “how they engage 
and process it,” and dis-
cussing it afterwards.

“When I say ‘normal,’ I 
only mean somebody who’s 
not obsessed with trash 
and plastic the way that I 
am,” she said. 

“Plastic Earth” was Over-
beck’s directing debut. She 
said she is “very excited for 
more people to see it, to 
learn more about (plastic 
pollution) and spread more 
awareness on it.”

At Cinema, ‘Plastic Earth’ to o!er 10 
solutions to mitigate plastic pollution

PLASTIC EARTH

We still don’t even know all of the e!ects … plastics 
are having on us. We know that the microplastics are 
going into plants and in our bodies and … there’s more 
startling information being uncovered by scientists all 
the time.”

—JANICE OVERBECK
Co-Director, Producer, 

“Plastic Earth”
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MARIIA NOVOSELIA
STAFF WRITER

A day of sailing on the Great 
Lakes led Sherri “Sam” Ma-
son to a new facet of plastic 
pollution research. 

The history of plas-
tic pollution in freshwa-
ter systems and the issues 
connected to it are only 
some of the topics that 
Mason, associate research 
professor and director of 
sustainability at Penn State 
University’s Behrend Col-
lege, will cover in her pre-
sentation, organized by 
the Chautauqua Science 
Group in collaboration with 
the Chautauqua Climate 
Change Initiative.

Titled “From Land to Sea: 
The (Little Known) Story of 
Plastic,” her lecture is at 
9:15 a.m. today in the Hurl-
but Church Sanctuary. 

It was on a sailboat in the 
summer of 2011 that Mason, 
who was teaching a course 
on ocean plastic pollution, 
looked around at the Great 
Lakes water and asked her-
self a question that ended up 
changing the narrative of her 
VFLHQWLāF� FDUHHU�� Ü:K\�KDYH�
I been teaching about the 
oceans when I have the Great 
Lakes in my backyard?” 

Mason returned to her 
lab and started looking 
for research on the topic 
×� ÜIXOO\� H[SHFWLQJ� WR� āQG�
references, fully expecting 
that somebody had done 
this work already” – but 
found nothing. This, she 
said, prompted her to reach 
out to multiple NGOs ask-
ing if they had any data. 
Alas, once again – nothing. 

“I was like: ‘You’ve got 
to be kidding me. … It was 
2011,” she said. “I thought by 
then, there are no new ideas, 
right? I was really surprised.”

Mason also could not 
āQG�DQ\�GDWD�RQ�IUHVKZDWHU�
systems in general. Frus-
tration, she said, turned 
into excitement when —  
together with a colleague 

from Niagara University — 
she  set out to create the 
research she was missing. 

7KHLU� āUVW� ODNH� H[SHGL-
tion was in 2012, and their 
āUVW� SDSHU� RQ� IUHVKZDWHU�
plastic pollution was pub-
lished in 2013. At the same 
time, two other scholars 
put forward their research 
on the same topic. 

“We didn’t know each 
other, … so it’s kind of fun-
ny that we all had this idea 
at the same time – 2013 was 
WKH� āUVW� \HDU� WKDW� \RX� VDZ�
DQ\�VFLHQWLāF�DUWLFOHV�DERXW�
plastic pollution and fresh-
water systems,” Mason said. 

Research on plastic pol-
lution in the oceans, on the 
RWKHU� KDQG�� KDV� D� VLJQLā-
cantly longer history. Many, 
Mason said, date it back to 
the late 1990s, tying it to the 
works of Captain Charles 
Moore on the Great Pacif-
ic Garbage Patch, which is 
a vortex of plastic debris in 
WKH�1RUWK�3DFLāF�2FHDQ��

Plastic, however, has 
been around for even lon-
ger. As a material, Mason 
said, it “came onto the 
VWDJH� LQ� D� VLJQLāFDQW� ZD\Ý�
after World War II, and has 
grown more prominent 
since that time.

Plastic pollution in fresh-
water systems differs from 
ocean plastic pollution not 
just in the amount of schol-
arly attention it receives. 

“We don’t have whales 
and dolphins, and so (plas-

tic pollution) doesn’t create 
the negative visuals in the 
Great Lakes that you get in 
the oceans, which makes it 
really hard to tell the story. 
… That sounds so awful to 
say, and I don’t mean that 
cruelly,” Mason said. “It’s 
just that it’s hard to get 
people to understand the 
scope of the problem.” 

On the brighter side, she 
said, research in freshwater 
plastic pollution has helped 
raise awareness about micro-
plastics in the oceans, since 
97% of plastics found in the 
Great Lakes is micro-sized.  

“A microplastic is any 
piece of plastic that is 
VPDOOHU� WKDQ� āYH� �PLOOLPH-
ters), which is kind of like 
WKH� VL]H� RI� D� āQJHUQDLO�Ý�
Mason said. She thinks 
WKH� GHāQLWLRQ� LV� DUELWUDU\�
because “micro” means 
“smaller than a millimeter.”

Debunking myths and 
misconceptions, Mason 
said, is one of the reasons 
why her job is important. 
One of those myths, she 
said, is that recycling plas-
tic is a viable solution to 
plastic pollution.

“More of it, actually, 
leaks into the environment 
than is recycled, which is 
insanely sad,” she said.

Another misconception 
about plastic that Mason has 
encountered is that it is clean.

“I never understood that. 
Have you ever walked into a 
factory? That’s where plas-

tic is made. Who walks into 
a factory and goes: ‘I want to 
lick this?’ ” she said. “I would 
much rather go to a restau-
rant and use a fork that was 
washed and used by a mil-
lion people before me. … This 
idea that somehow some-
thing is wrapped in plastic 
and, therefore, it’s clean – no, 
I don’t think so; not to men-
tion the fact that everybody 
who has ever used a plastic 
fork knows that the second 
you try and use it, it breaks.”

Mason said she wants 
people to understand that 
the solution to the plas-
tic pollution problem is 
multi-faceted. 

“A key component to it is 
that we have to use less,” she 
said. “Any time people are 
WU\LQJ�WR�WRXW�WKH�EHQHāWV�RI�
plastic, they will talk about 
healthcare, they’ll talk about 
cars, they’ll talk about con-
struction. That’s all well and 
good, but those three things 
together add up to maybe 
10% of the market.”

Plastic, Mason said, is 
everywhere – “whether 
you’re at the top of Mount 
Everest or you’re at the 
bottom of the Mariana 
Trench.” On top of that, she 
said the production of plas-
tics is not decreasing. 

But, Mason said, there 
are still things that can and 
need to be done. 

“The real solutions are 
pretty basic, which should 

absolutely make people 
feel like they’re in control,” 
she said. “They should feel 
empowered and walk away 
going: ‘OK, climate change 
is a hard nut to crack, but 
this is something I can do: I 
can remember my reusable 
bags, I can refuse to take a 
straw when I go drink mar-
garitas next to the beach.’ ”

Mason said in order to re-
duce the amount of plastic 
she uses on a daily basis, she 
created a little game for her-
self. Every time she runs out 
of a product, she looks for a 
plastic-free alternative. For 

example, once she ran out of 
toothpaste, instead of buy-
ing more in a plastic tube, 
Mason opted for toothpaste 
tablets that are sold in card-
board containers. Not only 
are they eco-friendly, she 
said, but they are also easier 
to travel with. 

“There are real … chang-
es that (people) can make 
in their life that have a sig-
QLāFDQW� LPSDFW� RQ� WKH� HQ-
vironment around them,” 
Mason said. 

Behrend professor Mason to talk freshwater plastics

MASON
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A Fellow Chautauquan

The real solutions are pretty basic, which should absolutely make people feel like they’re in control. They should 
feel empowered and walk away going: ‘OK, climate change is a hard nut to crack, but this is something I can 
do: I can remember my reusable bags, I can refuse to take a straw when I go drink margaritas next to the 
beach.”

—SHERI MASON
Director of Sustainability, 

Penn State University’s Behrend College

On Instagram: @chqdaily
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welcomes letters to 
the editor. Letters 
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electronically, no 
more than 350 words 
and are subject to 
editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s 
signature including 
name, address and 
telephone number 
for verification. The 
Daily does not publish 
anonymous letters. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to: 
Sara Toth, editor 

stoth@chq.org 



Dancers are formally 
trained in the Fagan Tech-
nique and will demonstrate 
their skill during tonight’s 
performance at the Amp.

Fagan, for whom the com-
pany is named, has choreo-
graphed for the Dance The-
atre of Harlem and Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater. It’s 
his technique and vocabu-
lary behind Broadway’s The 
Lion King, for which he was 
honored with a Drama Desk 
Award for Outstanding Cho-
reography, and Outer Critics 
Circle Award, a  Tony Award 
and the Laurence Olivier 
Award for Best Theatre Cho-
reographer. The Fagan Tech-
nique aims to uplift dancers 
from all backgrounds, par-
ticularly dancers of color and 
older dancers.

Ü,WÚV� DOVR� D� UHĂHFWLRQ� RI�
the world that our company 
wants to present on stage. 
… The world is made up of 

children, teens, adults and 
mature people, so all the 
SLHFHV�UHĂHFW�WKDW�Ý�VKH�VDLG�

Chautauquans can ex-
pect to see an emphasis 
on group performances, 
though solos, duos and tri-
os appear intermittently 
throughout the pieces.

“ C h o r e o g r a p h i c a l l y, 
that’s the art form where 
you have a different range 
of people, different direc-
tions, different amounts of 
SHRSOH� DQG� GLIIHUHQW� DJHV�Ý�
she said. “That makes the 
FKRUHRJUDSK\�ULFK�Ý

Rogers-Cropper hopes 
WKH� DXGLHQFH� ZLOO� āQG� WKH�
high-energy nature of the 
show inspiring, as well as 
the company’s “positive af-
āUPDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQLW\�Ý

“We want them involved 
at a very deep level – emo-
tionally, certainly, intellec-
tually – to think about ‘What 
is this about?’ and engaged 
spiritually, as well, where 
they really feel like part of 
WKH�PRYHPHQW�Ý�VKH�VDLG�

She hopes they leave with 
a heightened sense of joy, 
and cherish the experience. 
She also hopes that the per-
formance will offer an alter-
native to stereotypes about 
dance in the media.

“It’s important that peo-
ple of color, especially young 
people, see the positive im-
ages on stage and see that 
there’s an alternative to the 
stereotypes that you see in 
the performing arts and on 
EDVLF�PHGLD�Ý�VKH�VDLG�

She would like for the 

performance to resonate 
with viewers and wants at-
tendees to leave with a “rol-
OLFNLQJ�WLPHÝ�Ø�DQG�D�VWURQ-
ger feeling of connection.

“What (the audience) will 
experience is a celebration 
of humanity through dance, 
and anybody can relate to 
WKDW�Ý�5RJHUV�&URSSHU� VDLG��
“…When you leave a Garth 
Fagan dance performance, 
you are uplifted, you are 
more positive, you want to 
WDON�DERXW�LW�ZLWK�HYHU\RQH�Ý
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F R O M  P A G E  O N E

Ü,� RZH� &KDXWDXTXD� KXJHO\�Ý�
Barnes said. “It changed my 
OLIH�Ý

Barnes’ “Re-Choired Lis-
WHQLQJÝ� KDG� D� KRPH� RQ� 6W��
Louis’ classical radio station, 
which was closed for some 
time after the Lutheran 
Church sold the frequency 
to a contemporary Chris-
tian operation, Barnes said, 
which resulted in St. Louis 
lacking classical radio.

“It took about 18 months, 
I suppose, for people to re-
alize, this isn’t a temporary 
WKLQJ�Ý� %DUQHV� VDLG�� Ü,I� ZH�
don’t actively raise mon-
ey and work on the idea of 
bringing back classical ra-
GLR��LW�ZRQÚW�FRPH�EDFN�Ý

A number of people were 
ÜLQVWUXPHQWDOÝ� LQ� EULQJLQJ�
classical radio back, Barnes 
said, including the CEO of 
Centene.

“He wanted classical ra-
dio back, and he had a lot of 
JRRG� IULHQGV� ZKR� KHOSHG�Ý�
Barnes said. “About 10 years 
DJR��LW�ZDV�UHODXQFKHG�Ø�QHZ�
frequency, new studios, new 
everything, and I was one of 
the local hosts tapped to be 
SDUW�RI�WKH�SURJUDPPLQJ�Ý

Barnes said it was import-
ant for a city to have a clas-
sical radio station, culturally.

“It’s part of the culture 
of the city. Just as it would 
be important for the city to 
have an art museum, I think 
in a similar way it’s import-
ant for a city to have a real-
O\�RXWVWDQGLQJ�VSRUWV� WHDP�Ý�
Barnes said, “something that 
has a local element to it, that 
local people can take some 
pride in, and they can effect 
and they can follow, and feel 
that the music, or the sports, 
or the art or whatever is ac-
FRXQWDEOH�WR�ORFDO�UHVLGHQWV�Ý

Today, Barnes said he 

will speak about the “in-
tersection of religion and 
literature before Islam and 
Christianity and contempo-
UDU\� -XGDLVP�Ý� WKURXJK� WKH�
ancient Greek perspective.

Barnes said the worship 
of Greek gods is “always to 
be found in Greek litera-
WXUH�Ý� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� SOD\V��
but that a modern audience 
can lose sight of the reli-
gious aspect the works hold 
in addition to the artistic. 

Barnes plans to discuss 
these works through his dis-
tinctive lens.

“I tend to look at literature 
DV�D�OLEUHWWR�IRU�PXVLF�Ý�%DUQHV�
said. “The perspective I bring 
is, ‘How do words and music 
FRPSOHPHQW�RQH�DQRWKHU"Ú�Ý

Barnes will focus this 
broad topic on his own work 
translating Greek, and hav-
ing that put to modern mu-
sic by contemporary com-
posers and sung by a choir.

“I would like people to 
focus greatly on the natural 
PXVLF�RI�ZRUGV�Ý�%DUQHV�VDLG��
“So often, we tend to think 
of words in one part of our 
brain and music in another 
part of our brain, and I think 
that’s an unnecessary and 
DFWXDOO\�XQKHOSIXO�GLYLVLRQ�Ý

The ancient Greeks are the 
best way to open this discus-
sion, Barnes said, because of 
the Greek tendency to merge 
art forms; the Greek Chorus 
singing and dancing; and the 
*UHHN� ZRUG� ÜRGHÝ� UHIHUULQJ�
to song and poetry.

For example, he said, their 
understanding of the word 
ÜFKRUXVÝ� GLGQÚW� GLVWLQJXLVK�
between people who sing and 
people who move, he said.

“The Greeks didn’t dis-
tinguish between so many 
WKLQJV� WKDW� ZH� VHSDUDWH�Ý�
Barnes said. “… It would be 
so amazing if we could re-
alize again how well the two 
JR�WRJHWKHU�Ý

At its core, it is an odyssey 
RI�DQ�$IULFDQ�IDPLO\�āJKWLQJ�
for their culture, way of life 
and humanity.

Alexander’s characters all 
share a common story of be-
lieving in themselves, not let-
WLQJ�RWKHUV�GHāQH� WKHP�DQG�
moving forward despite the 

struggles they face, he said.
“If you want young peo-

ple to be able to imagine a 
better world, then we have 
to make sure they have ac-
cess to books that are going 
to help them see the whole 
world – the whole history 
of not only our country, 
but our world – and their 
SODFH�LQ�LW�Ý�$OH[DQGHU�VDLG�
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We want (them) involved at a very deep level – 
emotionally, certainly, intellectually – to think about 
‘What is this about?’ and engaged spiritually, as well, 
where they really feel like part of the movement”

—NATALIE ROGERS-CROPPER
Interim Executive Director, 

Garth Fagan Dance

A  C O M M U N I T Y  B I R T H D AY  C E L E B R AT I O N

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Aidan Chamberlain leads the Chautauqua Community Band in a celebration of Old First Night and the 149th anniversary of 
Chautauqua Institution on Tuesday on Bestor Plaza. Above left, Chamberlain cheers as Ben Turney, 4, and Elaina Springer, 6, sing the 
Children’s School Song. Above right, Chautauquans applaud during the performance.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to o!er reprints of photos 
that appear in its pages through a new online service that 
will allow you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds. 
Prints are available for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” 
and 11”x14” — and will be delivered to your preferred address, 
whether at Chautauqua or at home.

Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites
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T H E  A R T S

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Learning is a two-way street. 
Professionals can learn from 
their students, and vice ver-
sa. In the world of poetry, 
there’s myriad topics, cul-
tures and languages that can 
inform one another.

Chautauqua Writers’ Cen-
ter Week Six poet-in-res-
idence Danielle Legros 
Georges will give her lecture, 
“The Three Leaves from the 
Tree of Haitian Poetry,” at 
3:30 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy for the African 
American Heritage House’s 
Chautauqua Speaker Se-
ries, instead of a traditional 
Brown Bag. 

“I’m excited to speak 
about the work of two great 

Haitian poets who have made 
important contributions to 
Haitian letters,” she said. 
“They both wrote in Haiti 
and other parts of the world, 

and are part of a strong Hai-
tian literary tradition that 
KDV� EHHQ� ĂRXULVKLQJ� VLQFH�
1804.”

Both poets are part of a 
broader Caribbean and Af-
rican diasporic tradition and 
letters, she said. As Haiti is 
experiencing a political and 
humanitarian crisis, media 
outlets often report on the 
nation’s challenges, but not 
about Haiti’s writers.

“I thought this would be a 
good opportunity to add an 
understanding of Haiti be-
yond the moniker we hear 
in the news — the poorest 
nation in the Western hemi-
sphere,” Georges said.

Chautauquans will leave 
with an idea of the original, 
Haitian literary tradition, she 

said, as well as an additional 
narrative connected to Haiti.

Georges is the author of 
several books of poetry, in-
cluding The Dear Remote 
Nearness of You, which won 
the New England Poetry 
Club’s Sheila Margaret Mot-
ten Book Prize, and a pro-
fessor of creative writing at 
Lesley University. As a pro-
fessor and poet, the balance 
for her is a “life of art mak-
ing” and each one feeds the 
other.

“I often learn a great deal 
from my students,” Georges 
said. “I tried to bring what 
I’m working through in my 
own heart to my students … 
so ideally, there’s a nice syn-
ergy between the two areas.”

She also works in trans-

ODWLRQ��VSHFLāFDOO\�IURP�+DL-
tian-French poet Ida Faubert, 
in her book Island Heart. As a 
biracial, bicultural and privi-
leged woman, Faubert was a 
ÜFRPSOH[�OLWHUDU\�āJXUHÝ�ZKR�
GLGQÚW�ÜāW�VRFLDOO\�SUHVFULEHG�
categories for women in 
France or Haiti.”

“(In translating,) I tried to 
lift from what I understand 
to be the meaning and then 
later, this theory, spirit of 
the original,” Georges said. 
“I have to do a little bit of 
homework before that — the 
writer’s biography, a sense of 

context (and) sense of prior-
ities.”

She then “renders the 
original text,” with all of 
the ideas, implications and 
connotations into English. 
Her inspiration for poetry is 
drawn from a long interest in 
history and social justice.

“Poetry, for me, is a way to 
confront and work with lan-
guage as a system,” Georges 
said, “language as a carrier 
of ideas and meaning, and a 
way to think about how we 
WKLQN� DQG� āQG� QHZ�ZD\V� WR�
do it.”

Focusing on Haitian works, poet-in-residence Georges to give AAHH lecture

GEORGES

ZOE KOLENOVSKY
STAFF WRITER

This evening presents Chau-
WDXTXDQV� ZLWK� WKH� āQDO� RS-
portunity this summer to see 
students of the Opera Con-
servatory in the intimacy of a 
recital, as they perform a se-
ries of solo arias and ensem-
ble pieces.

The performance will be-
gin at 7 p.m. tonight in McK-
night Hall, as head coach 
Donna Gill leads 23 of the 
Chautauqua Opera Conser-
vatory’s students through a 
program spanning four cen-
turies of classics.

“(For) most of the recitals 
so far, we’ve been working 
with composers or having a 
theme,” said soprano Maya 
Goell. “This one will be the 
āUVW� ZKHUH� LWÚV� UHDOO\� MXVW� XV�
preparing the pieces and per-
forming.”

The students selected 
pieces for themselves, choos-
ing works they can add to 
their repertoire for auditions 
or future roles.

“You really have to brand 
yourself,” said mezzo Vanessa 
Yearsley. “The recital’s pro-
gram is whatever the singer 
feels really showcases their 
talent.”

The evening begins with 
three solo performances by 
mezzo Zoe Brooks, mez-
zo Matilda Smolij, and tenor 
Evan Katsefes, with Gill on 
piano.

“Everyone’s put their own 
LQĂXHQFH�RQ�LW�Ý�.DWVHIHV�VDLG�
of the process working with 
many of the Conservatory 
coaches to prepare his piece 
for tonight.

Katsefes will be singing 
Robert Schumann’s Dichter-
liebe, a series of seven songs 
that he said describes “the 
bliss of love.”

Ü7KH�āUVW�SRHP�VSHDNV�RI�
walking on a wonderful after-
noon in May, holding hands 
with someone you love,” he 
said. “Over the arc of the sev-
en songs, the love becomes 
GLIIHUHQW� XQWLO� āQDOO\�� DW� WKH�
end, you let it go. You grow 
apart and you become differ-
ent people, and it’s something 
that passes.”

This is Katsefes’ fourth 
summer studying at Chau-
tauqua, and his focus has 
shifted from working on his 
technical skills to developing 
his emotional range as a per-
former.

“I’m focusing not on any-
thing vocal, but on being a 

vulnerable and expressive 
performer,” he said. “I’m 
working to hone the belief in 
myself, so when I get up on-
stage I’m saying something 
from within me, something 
true to myself … and hopeful-
ly the audience can take away 
something that helps them, 
that shows them about them-
selves, as well.” 

Katsefes will be followed 
by soprano Katie Malone and 
resident coach Kanae Mat-
sumato Giampetro on piano. 
Next will be two duets: bari-
tones Jack O’Leary and Nich-
olas Gryniewski performing 
two songs from Ravel’s Don 
Quichotte a Culcinee, then 
soprano Charlotte Jakobs and 

mezzo Natalie Corrigan sing-
ing “Sanglots” from Francis 
Poulenc’s Banalites.

Four soloists will take the 
stage next: tenor James Allen, 
mezzo LaDeija Bittle, mezzo 
Anna Klausli and bass-bari-
tone Fabian-Jakob Balkhau-
sen. Next, Yearsley is set to 
sing a piece that hits close to 
home, although she is nursing 
an ankle injury that may keep 
her from performing.

“I was planning to sing 
‘Must the Winter Come So 
Soon’ from an opera called 
Vanessa, by Samuel Barber,” 
she said. “It’s a really depress-
ing moment for the character. 
They’re up in Canada, so it’s 
really cold, people feel alone. 

And it reminded me of con-
versations I’ve had with my 
relatives who live in Alaska.”

If Yearsley is able to join 
her colleagues, she will be 
followed by soloists Erica 
Thelen, soprano; Angeli-
na Yi, soprano; and Gonzalo 
Ochoa-Camarena, tenor; all 
with resident coach Hyerim 
Song on piano.

Goell will perform next, 
delivering her rendition of 
Verdi’s “Sempre Libera” from 
La Traviata.

“I’m very excited to sing it,” 
she said. “I’ve been working 
on it for a while, but this will 
EH�P\�āUVW�WLPH�WDNLQJ�LW�RXW�
for a test drive. I’m planning 
on using it for auditions and 
competitions, and Chautau-
qua is really a safe space to 
try new things.”

7KH�āQDO�WZR�SHUIRUPDQF-
es of the evening will be more 
of Verdi’s work. Soprano 
Jennifer Robinson will col-
laborate with bass-baritone 
YeongTaek Yang on “Parla… 
siam soli… Tutte le feste al 
tempio” from his opera Rigo-
letto. The night is set to end 
with a quartet: Robinson and 
Yang will be joined by mezzo 
Anna Maria Vacca and tenor 
Anthony Voiers to perform 

Ü8Q� GL�� VH� EHQâ� %HOOD� āJOLD�
dell’amore,” also from Rigo-
letto.

The students are excited 
to showcase their artistic de-
velopment for the audience 
through some of their favor-
ite works.

“My only priority this sum-
mer was to grow as a per-
former and really focus on my 
craft, because I spend every 
other month of the year jug-
gling school with work,” Goell 
said.

Yearsley felt similarly. 
Ü,�ZDQWHG� WR�āQG�P\� OLP-

LWV�� āQG� P\� VWUHQJWKV� DQG�
weaknesses,” she said. “And 
the clear input from the fac-
ulty here at the Conservatory 
really helped me determine 
that.”

Katsefes felt the summer 
has been a transformative 
one for himself and his fellow 
students, and that their per-
formances in tonight’s recital 
ZLOO�UHĂHFW�WKDW�JURZWK�

“We all get to show what 
we’ve each learned in the past 
six weeks,” he said. “We’re 
showing how we’ve changed 
and grown, how we’ve be-
come different in body and 
VSLULW��:HÚYH�UHDOO\�LQĂXHQFHG�
each other for the better.”

Opera Conservatory put personal touches on recital program

We all get to show what we’ve each learned in the 
past six weeks. We’re showing how we’ve changed and 
grown, how we’ve become di!erent in body and spirit. 
We’ve really influenced each other for the better.”

—EVAN KATSEFES  
Voice Student, 

Chautauqua Opera Conservatory

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Opera Conservatory student Katie Malone, soprano, rehearses Strauss’ Amor (Brentano Lieder) with Kanae Matsumoto Giampietro Tuesday evening in McKnight Hall as Voice students prepare for a recital set for 
7 p.m. tonight in McKnight. 
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L E C T U R E

MARIIA NOVOSELIA
STAFF WRITER

Vanessa Zoltan is the au-
thor of Praying with Jane 
Eyre, a podcast host, as well 
as the CEO and founder of 
Not Sorry Productions. All 
this may not have happened 
if she hadn’t burned her 
hands in a cooking accident. 

“Serendipity happened 
in the fourth grade,” Zoltan 
said. 

She was making dinner 
for her family, and so severe 
were the burns that she was 
advised against bending 
one of her hands and had to 
wear gauze for weeks. 

The silver lining, she 
said, was the accident hap-
pened at the same time as 
her class was taking Cali-
fornia state tests. Instead of 
āOOLQJ�RXW�6FDQWURQ�VKHHWV��
Zoltan was told to “sit there 
and read books quietly.” 
Caddie Woodlawn, written 
by Carol Ryrie Brink in 1935 
and given to Zoltan by her 
teacher, was one of them. 

“This book saw me like 
no one, other than my best 
friend, did. It saw my rage 
because Caddie, (who) was 
also around 10 years old, 
was a furious child. She was 
tired of being told to be la-
dylike and stay clean when 
the boys were allowed to 
go get dirty. She resented 
having to stay inside when 
the boys got to do whatever 
they wanted – inside or out. 
She was angry at the world 
that she was expected to 
conform to,” Zoltan said. “It 
was the closest thing to ex-
periencing God’s love that I 
had ever known.”

Zoltan now considers 
Caddie Woodlawn be one 
of the “sacred texts” that 
have shaped her life. She 
discussed those books, and 
how to apply sacred read-
ing to secular texts, at 2 
p.m. Monday in the Hall 
of Philosophy to open the 
Interfaith Lecture Series 
Week Six theme of “Litera-
ture and Meaning-Making.” 

Zoltan said she lent the 

book to her mother, who 
pointed out a dialogue be-
tween Caddie and Caddie’s 
mother in the story. 

“It was the conversation 
that meant the most to me 
– when Caddie sobbed and 
couldn’t help but tell her 
mother all of her feelings 
and her mother rubbed 
her back and listened and 
understood, which meant 
that my mom understood,” 
Zoltan said. 

That moment, she said, 
made her realize the power 
of reading. 

“I didn’t have words for 
it then, but that was the 
āUVW� WLPH� WKDW� ,� NQHZ� LQ�
my bones what I can artic-
ulate now: … Reading can 
be a sacred experience, an 
experience that makes you 
feel loved and makes you 
feel better about and brav-
er in loving,” she said. 

The second book that 
Zoltan found had sacred 
powers, despite being sec-
ular, was Jane Eyre, by 
Charlotte Brontë. 

“If Caddie Woodlawn 
was the book that got me 
through childhood, then 
Jane Eyre was the one that 
I felt most ecstatically seen 
by as an adult,” Zoltan said. 

At that time, Zoltan was 
studying at Harvard Divinity 
School, where she went after 
three years of teaching and 
āYH�\HDUV�RI�ZRUNLQJ� LQ�HG-
ucation policy. The former, 
she said, made her aware of 
WKH�ĂDZV�WKDW�SUHYDLO� LQ�WKH�
education system, while the 
latter made her realize that 
ÜZH�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�ā[�RXU�HG-
ucation system.”

“It’s not easy, but it’s sim-
ple. We just don’t want to … 
offer poor, Black or brown 
children the chance at a 
decent education, and that 
seems to me to be a social 
problem. There is some-
thing broken in us that we 
do not believe that all chil-
dren are our responsibility,” 
Zoltan said. “I think that our 
souls must be broken if we 
FDQ�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�ā[�FHUWDLQ�

problems but actively don’t 
ZDQW�WR�ā[�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKH\�
only impact other people, 
but not us.”

During her time at Har-
vard, Zoltan said she en-
countered a problem. Per-
haps later, rather than 
sooner, well into her sec-
ond semester, she realized 
she was an atheist. 

“My father once told me 
that if there was a God, he 
hated us, so that no matter 
where my family had hid-
den over the generations, 
people found us to burn 
our house down and to try 
to eradicate us,” she said.

Still, coming to divin-
ity school to address the 
“soul problem,” Zoltan said 
she reached out to one of 
her professors in an “over-
ly-apologetic” three-line 
email, asking to help her 
read Jane Eyre as a sacred 
text. The professor, she 
said, agreed and taught 
Zoltan spiritual tools of 
close reading. 

“We weren’t studying 
Jane Eyre from an academ-
ic point of view,” she said. 
“I was asking Jane Eyre to 
help me create who I want-
ed to be.” 

Bertha from Jane Eyre 
—  known as the mad wom-
an in the attic through just 
a surface-level read, but 
much more nuanced and 
sympathetic upon closer 
critique — became the “pa-
tron saint” of her work, and 
is an example of how close 
reading changed Zoltan and 
the way she sees the world.

“She symbolizes every-
one and everything for me 
that is not accounted for in 
the church,” she said.

After reading the nov-
el for a semester, Zoltan 
and her professor “codi-
āHGÝ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�UHDG�
a secular text as if it were 
sacred. There are three 
main components, she said: 
faith, rigor and community. 

Faith, she said, means 
one has to believe that more 
time spent with the text 
leads to more gifts received 
from this text. Zoltan said 
she promised to stick with 
the book even when she 
was not sure “what Brontë 
was up to.”

“The problem was with 
me and not necessarily 
with the book,” she said. 
“The book might need to 
be criticized, but was never 
going to be written off.” 

Rigor, Zoltan said, means 
“you keep at it even when 
your heart isn’t in it,” treat-
ing the journey as “com-
mitment, not a hobby.”

“The best secular exam-
ple I can think of rigor is the 
way that my brothers look 
at a baseball scoreboard,” 

she said. “We see the same 
numbers, but they keep 
looking and looking until 
it becomes clear to them 
what pitch the pitcher is 
going to throw next, and 
they are usually right.”

Finally, Zoltan and her 
professor determined that 
community and the sense 
of accountability it pro-
YLGHV�ZDV�WKH�āQDO�IDFWRU�RI�
such close reading. A com-
panion, she said, can “force 
you to go do your sacred 
reading,” for example. 

“Other people’s points of 
view will blow your mind 
open to things you nev-
er would have seen in the 
text. Speaking out loud to 
someone who you respect 
ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�āQG�\RXU�RZQ�
voice,” Zoltan said. “Engag-
ing with others in secular, 
committed, rigorous spac-
es also allows you to treat 
them as sacred, which is the 
point of all of this anyway.”

Zoltan created a group 
to read Jane Eyre and sent 
out a newsletter to invite 
people to her reading. One 
time, Casper ter Kuile, a 
friend from divinity school 

and an Interfaith Lecture 
Series speaker earlier this 
summer, decided to stop 
by. After the reading, Zol-
tan said he gave her notes 
with feedback. 

“He said: ‘I think you’re 
onto something beautiful 
here, but I think it would 
be better if you did it with 
a book that people actually 
wanted to read,’ ” Zoltan said. 

Together with ter Kuile, 
Zoltan started reading the 
Harry Potter book series. 
The discussions went so 
well, that one of their mutual 
friends suggested they turn 
their readings into a podcast. 
That’s how “Harry Potter and 
the Sacred Text” was born. 

“Over the next few years, 
thanks to a tremendous 
amount of luck, we found 
an audience and became a 
community of more than 
70,000 people, with over 40 
million downloads,” she said. 

Zoltan said she did not 
stop working with her 
professor on Jane Eyre af-
ter Harry Potter emerged 
in her life. In fact, along 
with other friends and col-
leagues, she has created a 

“pilgrimage project,” called 
Common Ground.

“By pilgrimage, we mean 
D� WLPH�VHW�DVLGH� IRU� UHĂHF-
tion and deep change while 
walking in the footsteps of 
WKLQJV�ZH�āQG�VDFUHG�Ý� VKH�
said. “Part of the point of 
these pilgrimages is to hu-
manize the writers of the 
books that we read – it’s 
hard to romanticize some-
one when you’ve seen how 
small their shoes are.”

As more crises in the 
world and her personal life 
arise, Zoltan said she has 
moved on to treating more 
texts as sacred. Addition-
ally, she said she has been 
working on a podcast that 
talks about treating writ-
ing, not just reading, novels 
as a sacred practice. 

“I want us to all feel em-
powered to use the text 
that we love, to make us feel 
seen and less alone, so that 
we can feel more embed-
ded and more entangled 
with one another,” she said. 
“I want us all to be able to 
pull up texts when we are 
at a loss and pull them up 
from our hearts.”

Zoltan shares ways to read secular texts through sacred lens

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Vanessa Zoltan, CEO of Not Sorry Productions and author of Praying with Jane Eyre, opens the Interfaith Lecture Series Monday in the Hall of Philosophy.

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
In her lecture, Zoltan explained how faith, rigor and community, when applied to reading secular texts, 
can lead to a close, sacred reading experience.

Reading can be a sacred experience, an experience that makes you feel loved and 
makes you feel better about and braver in loving.” 

—VANESSA ZOLTAN 
Author, 

Praying with Jane Eyre
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Team VP Vacation Properties can provide you with information on all properties listed for sale. 
FOR ALL LISTINGS AND VACATION RENTALS,

VISIT ERATEAMVP.COM

716.357.2307  |  1 Morris Avenue on Bestor Plaza |  ERATeamVP.com

:HOFRPH�+RPH�WR�&KDXWDXTXD�

Tracy Kenzie
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-753-6118

AnnaMarie Bennett
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-397-4382

Rebecca 'Becky' Colburn
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-499-3054

Tena Dills
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-397-7790

Jan Friend-Davis
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-664-0672

Karen Goodell
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

917-670-1900

Lynne Gruel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-720-1977

Heather Chase
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

724-553-6051

Jennifer Burkhart
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

585-698-7211

Mary Kohl
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-485-6879

Ruth Nelson
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

716-708-9980

Cynthia Rosenbloom
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-753-6238

Deborah 'Debbie' Rowe
Assoc. R.E. Broker
716-640-6507

Heather Shea-Canaley
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-708-5000

Hanna Soffel-Briggs
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-4319

Graham Soffel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-640-9132

MaryAnn Bianco
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-1081

Robin Bratton-Bias
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-785-3285

0HHW�WKH�7HDP0HHW�WKH�7HDP

Listing Agent: Ruth Nelson

107 Mina Edison Drive
4BR | 3.1BA | $597,000

Enjoy all 4 seasons of CHQ in this
lovely well maintained home. On a
corner lot on the end of the street,
you'll love the privacy of this property.

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

43 N. Lake Drive
7BR | 3.2BA | $1,950,000

Tall ceilings, many windows, multiple
porches & original wood floors are just
a few of the amazing architectural
details of this CHQ Home!

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

 

Rare opportunity to build on a
beautiful lot - nicely situated in an
established neighborhood with lots
of adjacent green areas.

73 Cook Ave.                      
LAND | $349,000

(Part of 69 Cook)

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

20 Elm Ln. #F2
3BR | 2.1BA | $369,000

Fully equipped, yr-round townhome
with central air at Northshore. Beauitful
open layout with a large main level
plan, parking outside main enterance.

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

7 Morris Ave. #2
Studio | 1BA | $204,500

Positioned in central CHQ in Beechover.
Year-round, first-floor, one level condo
unit. Wall A/C unit, electric baseboard
heating, new luxury vinyl plank flooring. 

Listing Agent: Lynne Gruel

32 Foster Ave.
3BR | 2BA | $629,000

Centrally located, updated,
year-round home with
parking. 

NEW LISTING

Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

20 Simpson Ave. 3C
1BR | 1BA | $159,000

3rd floor updated 1BR condo in the
Aldine, year round building w/ elevator,
offered furnished. Nice & bright w/ a
central location by the Amp!

NEW LISTING

LISTINGS FOR SALE:

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

20 Elm Ln. #D2
3BR | 3.1BA | $369,000

Enjoy year-round living with 2 pools,
private parking, & beautiful gardens.
This unit has a lovely living level with
hardwood floors, 2 porches, and an
open living room. 

PENDING SALES
11 Root Ave.
60 Crescent Ave.
5 North Ave.
12 Peck Ave.
8 Ames Ave.
26 Palestine Ave. #3
23 Waugh Ave. #2A

List Price: $1,119,000
List Price: $949,000
List Price: $869,000
List Price: $565,000
List Price: $549,000
List Price: $215,000
List Price: $189,000

84 N. Lake Drive
15 Emerson Ave.
6 Simpson Ave.
12 Forest Ave.
44 South Ave.
20 Elm Ln. #F3
28-30 Waugh Ave. #1
40-44 Ramble Ave. #5
35 Miller Park #35
20 Elm Ln. #B5 Interval 8
20 Elm Ln. #B3 Interval 8
20 Elm Ln. #B5 Interval 9
20 Elm Ln. #A3 Interval 11

Sale Price: $2,400,000
Sale Price: $1,775,000
Sale Price: $985,000
Sale Price: $716,000
Sale Price: $510,000
Sale Price: $380,000
Sale Price: $205,000
Sale Price: $190,000
Sale Price: $182,500
Sale Price: $9,500
Sale Price: $9,000
Sale Price: $8,500
Sale Price: $3,500

YTD SALES 2023

NORTHSHORE TIMESHARES 2 Weeks - Presidents Day
$250 - Debbie Rowe

2 Weeks - Christmas/New Years
$500 - Debbie Rowe

2 Weeks - Interval 13/14
$1000 - Tena Dills

2 Weeks - Pre-season, Week 0
$3,900 - Debbie Rowe

1 Week - Season Week 5
$15,500 - Debbie Rowe

NEW LISTING

C V F D  H O L D S  F I R E  E X T I N G U I S H E R  T R A I N I N G  F O R  P U B L I C  

CARRIE LEGG / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Mark Powers, former fire chief, leads a fire extinguisher training safety class last Monday at the 
Chautauqua Volunteer Fire Department. At right, Oliver Higgins, 11, sprays a training fire extinguisher 
at the controlled fire burn pan at the Fire Hall on Massey.
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ALTON NORTHUP
STAFF WRITER

Jennifer Frey wants a return 
to traditional liberal edu-
cation, and she plans to use 
classic literature to get there.

“The study of classic 
texts has the potential to 
make us free to pursue the 
highest goods and meet the 
highest aspirations of a hu-
man person,” she said. “It’s 
D�IUHHGRP�WR�ĂRXULVK�Ý

Frey, a philosopher and 
the inaugural dean of the 
Honors College at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, said a lib-
eral education should focus 
on developing wisdom and 
virtue. She discussed the 
role of classic literature in 
this capacity in her lecture, 
“Why Read Classic Texts 
Today?” at 10:45 a.m. Tues-
day in the Amphitheater to 
continue the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series Week Six 
theme, “A Life of Literature.”

Frey said she worries 
universities are focusing too 
much on creating experts 
and high-salaried workers, 
but not enough on creating 
people who can live free and 
meaningful lives.

“Education is forma-
tion; it’s not simply skill or 
knowledge,” she said.

The three common goods 
of a liberal education are 
wisdom, virtue and friend-
ship, she said. Wisdom is 
the opposite of expertise. 
Instead of mastering one 
area, it transcends disci-
plinary boundaries and 

seeks to connect all knowl-
edge into a cohesive whole.

As enrollment in tradi-
tional liberal arts programs 
shrinks across the country, 
she said philosophy students 
feel out of place on campus-
es because they have needs 
they do not know how to 
articulate. Universities and 
colleges must help them in 
their search for truth.

As dean of Tulsa’s Honors 
College, a position she holds 
as of last month after work-
ing as an associate professor 
of philosophy and the Peter 
and Bonnie McCausland Fac-
ulty Fellow at the University 
of South Carolina, Frey plans 
to do this through study of 
the classics.

“Our conviction at the 
Honors College is that the 
study of classic texts, which 
involves serious training in 
the art of dialectic, is the 
best path toward the pro-
motion of these goods in a 
university setting,” she said.

However, students can-
not arrive at these goods 
ZLWKRXW� āUVW� OHDUQLQJ� YLU-
tues of mind and charac-
WHU��)UH\�āQGV�KXPLOLW\��WKH�
most important of these 
virtues, in Plato’s depiction 
of Socrates. Credited as the 
founder of Western phi-
losophy, Socrates’ humility 
GHāQHV�KLP�

“Socrates’ wisdom … was 
best encapsulated in his 
profession of ignorance,” 
she said. “He never claimed 
to know or understand the 
things that he was always 
inquiring about.”

In Plato’s The Sympo-
sium, he introduces the 
concept of the ladder of 
love. The highest rung 
on the ladder is wisdom, 
which Frey said blindness, 
self-centeredness and 
needy egos prevent people 
from reaching. The very 
āUVW�VWHS� LV�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�
a lack of proper education.

“If our students are not 
humble, if we are not hum-
ble … we cannot hope for 
wisdom,” Frey said.

This includes humility 
regarding the past. Many 
young people assume that 
the current generation is en-
lightened, and previous gen-
erations were ignorant, she 
said. Frey pointed out that in 
100 years, young people may 
still think the same thing.

She argued that a healthy 

and correct engagement 
with the past cultivates hu-
mility. Looking back, the 
great leaders of past gener-
ations were all “mixed bags.” 
They had their virtues and 
vices, strengths and weak-
nesses, visions and blind 
spots – they were human.

“We cannot critique them 
in a deep and interesting way 
LI�ZH�GR�QRW�āUVW�XQGHUVWDQG�
them, and we cannot under-
stand them except through 
a historical lens,” she said. 
“Tradition is not a dead let-
ter, but an active work.”

Having a history is what 
makes humanity distinct 

from other species, Frey 
said. It should not be reject-
ed or destroyed, but judged 
and corrected. Doing oth-
erwise, she said, deprives 
people of their humanity.

Fortitude is another vir-
tue necessary for wisdom, 
Frey said.

“This is not just a mat-
ter of reading the situation 
clearly, but of actually hav-
ing the strength of spirit to 
suffer for what one believes 
is true or good or beauti-
ful,” she said.

Plato argued for telling 
the truth to the point of 
death. Apology of Socrates, 
a Socratic dialogue by Plato, 
details Socrates’ trial in Ath-
ens for atheism and corrup-
tion of youth. Rather than 
apologize, he attempted to 
engage the jury in philo-
sophical dialectics, the art 
of discussing the truth. Un-
able to sway the jury, he died 
a martyr for philosophy.

Ü,WÚV�GLIāFXOW� WR� OLYH� LQ�UH-
ality, to be committed to the 
WUXWK��ZKHQ�LW�QHLWKHU�ĂDWWHUV�

nor comforts you,” Frey said.
In Gustave Flaubert’s 1856 

novel Madame Bovary, the 
titular character struggles 
to live in reality after inter-
QDOL]LQJ�āFWLRQDO�WURSHV�

“This classic text sug-
gests it matters a great deal 
what you are consuming,” 
Frey said. “Reading well 
and living well are perhaps 
bound up together in inter-
esting ways.”

But reading well is only 
worth it when a person can 
bring virtues and liberal 
learning together to under-
stand the text. As a group, 
asking dialectical questions 
– ones that seek the truth 
through reasoned argu-
mentation – can do that.

“To study classic texts is 
to enter conversation with 
the great thinkers of the 
past, but to do it together 
with others who are also 
trying to learn,” she said. 
“If we share wisdom as a 
common end and purpose, 
then we will want to help 
one another along the way.”

Frey encourages universities to create humans, not experts

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jennifer A. Frey delivers her lecture “Why Read Classics Today?” Tuesday morning in the Amphitheater as part of the Week Six theme “A Life of Literature.”

HG BIGGS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Frey, the inaugural dean of the Honors College at the University of Tulsa, argued for reading the classics 
as part of a robust liberal arts education.

This is not just a matter of reading the situation 
clearly, but of actually having the strength of spirit 
to su!er for what one believes is true or good or 
beautiful.” 

—JENNIFER FREY 
Dean, 

University of Tulsa Honors College
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KAITLYN FINCHLER
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In a tradition dating back to the 
19th century, Chautauquans and 
members of the Chautauqua Lit-
HUDU\� DQG� 6FLHQWLāF� &LUFOH� JDWK-
HUHG�WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�&/6&�&ODVV�
of 2023, named the “Champions 
of the Page,” Sunday night in the 
+DOO�RI�3KLORVRSK\�

&/6&�JUDGXDWHV�DUH�SHRSOH�RI�DQ\�
age who read 12 books from the his-
WRULF�&/6&�OLVW��ZKLFK�GDWHV�EDFN�WR�
the program’s founding in 1876 as a 
continuing education correspon-
GHQFH� FRXUVH� DQG� KDV� HYROYHG� LQWR�
UHDGLQJ� FLUFOHV� DFURVV� WKH� ZRUOG� Ø�
and a key part of a Chautauqua sea-
VRQ�

7KH� &/6&� &ODVV� RI� ����� FKRVH�
WKH� VXQĂRZHU� DQG� FRUQĂRZHU� Ø�
DQG�WKH�FRORUV�\HOORZ�DQG�EOXH�Ø�WR�
KRQRU� WKH� FRXUDJH� RI� 8NUDQLDQV��
They chose “Champions of the 
3DJHÝ�DV� LWV�PRQLNHU� LQ� OLJKW�RI�WKH�
book-banning happening in the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�

Ü�Ù&KDPSLRQÚ� LV� D� SRVLWLYH� UROH��
EXW�LW�DOVR�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�ZH�ZDQW�WR�
FKDPSLRQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�
EH�DOORZHG�WR�UHDG�DOO�ERRNV�Ý�VDLG�
$QQLH� +DPLOO�� FR�SUHVLGHQW� RI�
FODVV�� Ü:H� VKRXOGQÚW� EH� FKRRVLQJ�
IRU�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKDW�ERRNV� WKH\�
VKRXOG�RU�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�UHDGLQJ�Ý

Recognition Week started in 
earnest Sunday evening, with 
the soon-to-be graduates sit-
ting together in the Amphithe-
ater during Sacred Song Service, 
ZKHUH� WKH\� WKHQ� HDFK� OLW� D� FDQ-
GOH��āOHG�RXW�RI�WKH�$PS�DQG�SUR-
FHVVHG� WR� WKH� +DOO� RI� 3KLORVRSK\�
IRU�WKH�9LJLO�&HUHPRQ\�

“We commend you for your ac-
FRPSOLVKPHQWV�DV�D�FODVV�Ý�6RQ\�7RQ�
$LPH��WKH�0LFKDHO�,��5XGHOO�'LUHFWRU�
RI�/LWHUDU\�$UWV��WROG�WKH�FODVV�GXULQJ�
WKHLU� 9LJLO�� Ü<RX� KDYH� FKRVHQ� WR� EH�
the defenders of the page and word, 
ZKHUH�\RX�ZLOO�SDUWDNH�DQG�KDUQHVV�
WKH�â�SRZHU�RI�����\HDUV�Ý

1RW�RQO\�LV�LW�HYHU\RQHÚV�GXW\�WR�
protect words, Ton-Aime said, it’s 
their duty to preserve others and 
VXVWDLQ�ZRUGV�

(DFK�\HDU��WKH�JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVV-
HV� VHOHFW� D� SHUVRQ� RI� KRQRU�� 7KLV�
\HDU�� 6DOPDQ�5XVKGLH� HDUQHG� WKLV�
honor for his courageous work to 
GHIHQG�WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��

“ ‘What is the freedom of ex-
pression without the freedom to 
RIIHQG"Ú�Ý� 'H'H� 'RPEURZLDN�� D�
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�&/6&�&ODVV�RI�������
TXRWHG�5XVKGLH��Ü�Ù)UHH�VRFLHWLHV�DUH�
societies in motion, and with mo-
tion comes tension, dissent (and) 
IULFWLRQ�� )UHH� SHRSOH� VWULNH� VSDUNV�

and those sparks are the best evi-
GHQFH�RI�IUHHGRPÚV�H[LVWHQFH�Ú�Ý

'HQLVH� 6DJHU�� FODVV� FR�SUHVL-
GHQW��DOVR�TXRWHG�5XVKGLH�GXULQJ�
WKH�9LJLO�&HUHPRQ\�

Ü�Ù+RZ�WR�GHIHDW�WHUURULVP"�'RQÚW�
be terrorized,’” Sager quoted Rush-
GLH�� ÜÙ'RQÚW� OHW� IHDU� UXOH� \RXU� OLIH��
HYHQ�LI�\RX�DUH�WR�GHIHDW�WHUURULVP�Ú�Ý

Next was an eight-minute mu-
VLFDO�LQWHUOXGH�RI�Ü-DXQSXUL�Ý�EDVHG�
RQ� ,QGLDQ� FODVVLFDO� PXVLF�� ZLWK�
%ULDQ�.XVKPDXO�RQ�SHUFXVVLRQ�DQG�
6RQ\D�6XEED\\D�6XWWRQ�RQ�SLDQR��

7KLV�\HDUÚV�FODVV�SRHP��Ü3RZHU�
of the Word,” was constructed by 
)UHG�=LUP��SUHVLGHQW�RI�)ULHQGV�RI�
the Chautauqua Writers’ Center 
DQG� ����� JUDGXDWH��ZLWK� FROOHFW-
HG� WKRXJKWV� IURP� WKH� FODVV�� 7KH�
poem was read Sunday evening by 
FODVV�PHPEHUV�.DWH�'LOORQ�+RJDQ��
6FRWW�1HOVRQ�DQG�-XOLD�&ROHPDQ�

Ü)LUVW�WKHUH�ZDV�WKH�ZRUG����VSR-
NHQ�WKHQ�ZULWWHQ����ZLWK�WKH�SRZHU�
WR�HQJDJH�RU�HQUDJH���HQOLJKWHQ�RU�
��IULJKWHQ����HIIHFW�FKDQJH�IRU�WKH�
EHWWHU�RU�ZRUVH�Ý�+RJDQ�UHDG��Ü%XW�
LW�FRXOG�QRW��EH�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�GLDU\�
RU�OHWWHU���RU�HYHQ�ERRN�Ý

1HOVRQ�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�WKH�VHF-
ond stanza of the poem, which 
HQFRXUDJHV� ÜZHOFRPLQJ� WKH�
stranger as companion on this 
precarious journey” of wonder in 
D�ZRUOG� ÜWKDW� VRPHWLPHV� VHHPHG�
QRWKLQJ�EXW�QRLVH�Ý

Ü,Q�D�IXWXUH�IXOO�RI�SRVVLELOLW\��IXOO�
RI���PXVLF�DQG�WUXWK�DQG�EHDXW\���
VR�WKDW�LQ�FKDRV���WKHUH�FDQ�EH�RU-
GHU���DQG�LQ�WKH�GDUNQHVV���WKHUH�

FDQ�EH�OLJKW�Ý�&ROHPDQ�FRQFOXGHG��
)ROORZLQJ� WKH� SRHP�� 3DW� 0F-

'RQDOG�� SUHVLGHQW� RI� WKH� $OXPQL�
Association of the CLSC, stood to 
UHFHLYH� WKH� .DWH� .LPEDOO� :KLWH�
*LIWV�Ø�GRQDWLRQV�PDGH�HDFK�\HDU�
from previous and current CLSC 
JUDGXDWLQJ�FODVVHV�

“The ancestors who partici-
pated in this same ceremony sur-
URXQG� XV�Ý� 0F'RQDOG� VDLG�� Ü:H�
stand where they stood and then 
ZH�ZDON�GRZQ�WKH�SDWK��:HOFRPH��
FRPH�DQG�MRLQ�XV��$QG�ZH�HQWHUHG�
LQWR� $OXPQL�+DOO�� MXVW� DV� RXU� DQ-
FHVWRUV�GLG�Ø�WKHUH�LV�GHOLJKW�Ý

.LPEDOO� ZDV� KLUHG� ULJKW� RXW� RI�
KLJK�VFKRRO�WR�UXQ�WKH�&/6&�LQ�������
ZKLFK� VKH�GLG� IRU� WKH� IROORZLQJ����
\HDUV��7KH�JLIWV�LGHDV�RQ�WKH�$OXP-
ni Association’s website range from 
VXSSRUWLQJ� WKH� EXLOGLQJ�� EDQQHUV��
:LQQLIUHG�:��.HPS�5HDGLQJ�5RRP��
&/6&�� WKH� +DOO� RI� 3KLORVRSK\� DQG�
VFKRODUVKLSV�

&ODVVHV� GDWLQJ� EDFN� WR� WKH�
1970s brought gifts, and the CLSC 
&ODVV�RI������PDGH�LWV�ZD\�WR�WKH�
/LWHUDU\� $UWV� &HQWHU� DW� $OXPQL�
+DOO�IRU�D�UHFHSWLRQ�

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� 9LJLO� &HUH-
mony, Recognition Week honors 
WKH�&/6&�FODVVHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
week with events to commemo-
UDWH�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�

7RGD\��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�5HFRJQL-
WLRQ� 'D\�� VWDUWV� ZLWK� WKH� 3DUDGH�
RI� $OXPQL� DW� �� D�P�� IURP� %HVWRU�
3OD]D�WR�WKH�+DOO�RI�3KLORVRSK\�IRU�
WKH�5HFRJQLWLRQ�'D\�&HUHPRQ\�Ø�
RQFH� WKDW� FHUHPRQ\� LV� FRPSOHWH��

WKH�&/6&�&ODVV�RI������ZLOO�KDYH�
RIāFLDOO\�JUDGXDWHG�

Ü,WÚV� D� UHDOO\� LQFUHGLEOH� LQWHUGH-
SDUWPHQWDO�� LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\� FRO-
ODERUDWLRQ�WKDW�KDSSHQV�Ý�VDLG�&/6&�
2FWDJRQ� 0DQDJHU� 6WHSKLQH� +XQW��
Ü7KHUHÚV� ORYHO\� SHRSOH� ZKR� KHOSHG�
PH�PDNH� LW� KDSSHQ�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR�
WKDW��ZHÚYH�KDG�WR�EH�ĂH[LEOH�LQ�VLWX-
DWLRQV�OLNH�WKH�SDQGHPLF��DQG�ZHÚYH�
WULHG� WR� UHDOO\� JURZ� DQG� H[SDQG�
XSRQ�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�WUDGLWLRQV�Ý

)ROORZLQJ�LV�WKH�3DUDGH�RI�&ODVVHV�
DW� ������ D�P��� VWDUWLQJ�DW� WKH�+DOO� RI�
3KLORVRSK\�DQG�HQGLQJ�DW� WKH�$PS��
7KH� FODVV� ZLOO� WKHQ� UHPDLQ� LQ� WKH�
$PS�IRU�WKH�PRUQLQJ�OHFWXUH�ZKHUH�
WKH\�ZLOO�EH�RIāFLDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�
KRQRUHG�EHIRUH�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

Ü�7KH�PRUQLQJ� OHFWXUH�RQ��5HF-
RJQLWLRQ�'D\� LV�.ZDPH�$OH[DQGHU��
ZKRÚV�MXVW�D�IDEXORXV�ZULWHU�Ý�+DPLOO�
VDLG��Ü0\�ER\V�KDYH�UHDG�VHYHUDO�RI�
KLV�ERRNV��VR�,ÚP�UHDOO\�ORRNLQJ�IRU-
ZDUG�WR�KHDULQJ�KLP�VSHDN�Ý

/DWHU� LQ� WKH� QLJKW�� WKH� $OXPQL�
*DOD�LV�VHW�IRU���S�P��DW�WKH�&KDXWDX-
TXD�*ROI� &OXE��ZLWK� IRRG� SURYLGHG�
E\�WKH�$WKHQDHXP�+RWHO�DQG�PXVLF�
from members of the Chautauqua 
6\PSKRQ\�2UFKHVWUD�/HDJXH��0RY-
LQJ�WKH�JDOD�IURP�$OXPQL�+DOO�WR�WKH�
*ROI� &OXE�ZDV� D� GHOLEHUDWH� FKRLFH��
0F'RQDOG�VDLG��7KLV�ZD\��DOO�JUDG-
XDWHV�DQG�DOXPQL�FDQ�DWWHQG�Ø�HYHQ�
WKRVH�ZLWKRXW�JDWH�SDVVHV�

(QGLQJ� WKH� ZHHNÚV� FHOHEUDWLRQV�
LQFOXGH�ERWK�DFWUHVV�DQG�SOD\ZULJKW�
.DWH�+DPLOO�DQG�DXWKRU�.LP�6WDQOH\�
5RELQVRQÚV�&/6&�OHFWXUHV�RQ�7KXUV-
GD\�DQG�)ULGD\��UHVSHFWLYHO\�

‘Champions of the Page’
JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class of 2023 walks to the Hall of Philosophy for their Vigil Ceremony Sunday evening.

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The CLSC Class of 2023 joins the Chautauqua Choir during Sacred Song Service Sunday in the Amphitheater.

CLSC Vigil, Recognition Day celebrates 2023 graduates
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PARADE ROUTES*
Alumni Association of the CLSC Banner Parade:  

Bestor Plaza to Hall of Philosophy
Class of 2023:  

Hall of Christ to Hall of Philosophy
Graduates and Alumni:  

(The two parades converge at the Hall of Philosophy. After the ceremony,  
all participants march to the Amphitheater for the morning lecture.)

RECOGNITION DAY SCHEDULE
 8:15 a.m. CLSC Class of 2023 Class Photo, Hall of Christ*
 9:00 a.m. Alumni Parade, Bestor Plaza to Hall of Philosophy
 9:15 a.m. Recognition Day Ceremony, Hall of Philosophy
 10:15 a.m. Parade of Classes
 5:00 p.m. Alumni Gala Dinner, Chautauqua Golf Club

IN CASE OF RAIN:
* The parade will continue as planned, but with umbrellas,  
and no banners
* The class photo will be taken in the Hall of Philosophy
* The luncheon will be held in the Alumni Hall Ballroom, and  
in the Hall of Christ

CLSC CLASS OF 2023 
“POWER OF THE WORD”

Christina M. Alderfer
Susan Allen
Emily Anderson
Tanya L. Anderson
Gail L. Bauer
Michael K. Bauer
Edna M. Berkey
Dorothy A. Bowen
Frank W. Bowen
Jacqueline Cantey Brett
Jayne M. Cabigas
Emily Castle
Sandra R. Cline
Julia W. Coleman
Donna Daniel
Norma DeJoy
David T. Dombrowiak
Mary Ann Dombrowiak
Benjamin R. Doolittle
Stephen M. Drabant
Christopher Follansbee, MD
Susan Follansbee

William Follansbee, MD
Peter R. Franklin
John Geneczko
R. Thomas George
John M. Grace
Anne S. Hamill
Merrie E. Hanmann
Shannon Hesse
Kate Dillon Hogan
Ellen M. Hoke
Karl E. Hoke
Joyce Holden
Janet L. Hortin
Anne Hoyt Scavone
Sarah Hughes Rice
Catherine Hunter
Maureen Jahrling
Christine P. James
Joseph A. Johnson
Kate Junger
Logan Junger
Ray Kennedy

Rosemarie Konrath
Rebecca Kretschmann
Megan E. Kromer
Susie Kuhn
Sandra Laserson
T. Needham Lee
Robinwyn Lewis
Ernest Maha!ey
Christine L. Manzey
Je!rey Masich
Judy McClure
Christopher L. McDermott
Grace McDonald
Chaz Miller
Karen Williams Miller
Kurt A. Miller
Scott Nelson
Deborah E. Newman
Boyung Shim Pahls
Cheryl Payne
Kathryn E. Ressel
Sarah R. Rice

Karen Rutman-Weiss

Denise E. Sager

Nathan P. Sager

Amy Sallen

Ellen G. Sautter

Stacey Schlosser

Brian C. Smith

Terry J. Smith

Erin L. Stine

Mary S. Stokes

Sonya Subbayya Sutton

Nicole K. Szydlo

Maria Testa

Elliot Tramer

Carol S. Viehe

Lisa Barone Wallace

John P. Woodey

Gregory A. Wright

Fred Zirm

RECOGNITION DAY 2023

GUILD OF THE SEVEN SEALS 2023 GRADUATES 
“TO LEARN, TO TEACH, TO SERVE, TO ENJOY”
Guild of Seven Seals
David Burnette, ‘13
Theresa Chalich, ‘18
Deborah Conway, ‘21
Rivona Ehrenreich, ‘00
Patti Fine, ‘13
Robert Gardler, ‘22
Amy Gardner, ‘21
Maura Giannini, ‘22
Kathleen Jones Harris, ‘98
Thomas J. Hasbach, ‘15
Shaundra Holmberg, ‘22
Emily Jensen, ‘20
Janet Sass McDermott, ‘22
John Moore, ‘22
Mary Jane Paine, ‘20
Steve Parker, ‘22

Scott C. Peterson, ‘03
Laura Plasczynski, ‘22
Susan K. Porter, ‘18
Rebecca Princehorn, ‘16
Janet Pry, ‘78
Barbara Sam, ‘13
Amber Sipior, ‘22
Bethanne Snodgrass, ‘22
Joanne Sorensen, ‘22
Sony Ton-Aime, ‘22
Melinda Valencia, ‘22
Parnassian
Laura Anfang, ‘99
Arlette Berlin, ‘18
James B. Boerst, ‘98
Suzanne Brandon, ‘16
Sharon Castle, ‘87

Shelley Dahlie, ‘16
Susan Frick, ‘12
Jean Fulkerson, ‘14
B. Welling Hall, ‘21
John H. Harris, ‘93
Mary Ann Hoover, ‘09
Je!rey A. Margolis, ‘21
Pat McDonald, ‘78
Donna Myers, ‘20
Tim Oliver, ‘13
Jenni Propst, ‘19
Betty Salz, ‘74
Brenda L. Short, ‘20
George South, ‘20
Suzanne Switzer, ‘14
Logan Tice, ‘21
Janet M. Wallace, ‘16

LaVerne F. Wallace, ‘16
Olympian
Judith Borden, ‘19
Mary H. Boyle, ‘81
Katharine Clark, ‘16
Julia A. Fogg, ‘03
Kent Francois, ‘19
Douglas Hamilton, ‘16
Don Hilbinger, ‘20
Terriann Hilbinger, ‘20
Michael Hill, ‘18
Stephine Hunt, ‘20
Kate James, ‘11
Cathy Leiber, ‘19
Ida R. Margolis, ‘20
Alexis McAvoy, ‘20
Chris Milks, ‘96

David J. Munch, ‘20
Jill O. Nelson, ‘14
Amy Masich Niermeyer, ‘10
John Power, ‘92
Paul Ritacco III, ‘16
Ellen Shay, ‘16
Jamie Sonnie, ‘17
Linda Todd, ‘03
Laurie L. Weatherlow, ‘13
Pamela Wolfram, ‘17
Centurion
Patricia M. Brown, ‘00
William A. Burgunder, Jr.‘19
Bonita L. Faulkner, ‘15
Deirdre D. Gregory, ‘19
Thomas B. Gregory, ‘19
Lee Heinz, ‘74

Carolyn J. Jones, ‘02
Linda A. Oesterle, ‘05
Sarah Rosen, ‘97
Sandra Sandoz, ‘17
Nancy R. Schrader, ‘99
Barbara Schramm, ‘16
Carolyn Snider, ‘19
Nick Stupiansky, ‘06
Sandra Stupiansky, ‘06
Mary Lee Talbot, ‘74
Sally Wingerter, ‘06
Miller Echelon
Elizabeth A. Beckhusen, ‘18
Rebecca Sholtis Brunotte, 

‘14
Chris Flanders, ‘00
David Greenspoon, ‘08

Linda L. Horton, ‘16
Anita S. Jencks, ‘04
Carolyn M. Klinge, ‘18
Marcia Lehr, ‘13
Shanna Matson, ‘15
Ann McLaughlin, ‘14
Lynne Meyers, ‘14
Ann Barri Munday, ‘17
Cynthia A. Murray, ‘00
Denise Rewers, ‘15
Sigi Schwinge,’13
Linda Stutz, ‘06
Judith S. Wagner, ‘15
Vincent Echelon
William James, ‘10
Paul W. Jencks, ‘04
Linda Masney, ‘11
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

“Moses is my man,” said the Very Rev. Sam-
uel G. Candler. “He took people places 
even when they did not want to go, even 
when they wanted to turn back. Moses is 

the reason for the title of this sermon, ‘God is not a Fun-
damentalist.’ ” The text for the sermon was Exodus 3:1-6.

Preaching at the 9:15 a.m. Tuesday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater, Candler began his sermon 
singing, “Go down Moses, way down in Egypt land. Tell 
old Pharaoh, to let my people go.” Then he sang a line 
from Leonard Cohen’s song “Who by Fire” — “Who shall I 
say is calling?”

Candler told the congregation: “We live among funda-
mentalists and they are not just Biblical conservatives, 
WKHUH�DUH�OLEHUDO�IXQGDPHQWDOLVWV��,�GHāQH�D�IXQGDPHQ-
talist as someone unable or unwilling to change their 
mind. We all have some bit of fundamentalism in us. God 
is not a fundamentalist.”

In the story of Moses and the burning bush, Candler 
said Moses was practicing being “slow.” He stopped to 
VWXG\�D�EXVK�RQ�āUH��DQG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�EHLQJ�VWLOO��KH�
noticed something. Anyone could see that the bush was 
RQ�āUH�Ø�EXW�LW�WRRN�WLPH�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�EXVK�ZDV�EXUQ-
ing, but not being consumed. “Take time and God will 
appear.”

*RG�LGHQWLāHG�KLPVHOI�DV�WKH�*RG�RI�0RVHVÚ�IDWKHU�DQG�
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

“Moses thought, ‘Those are my people,’ ” Candler said. 
Ü,I�ZH�ZDQW�WR�āQG�*RG��ZH�ZLOO�OLVWHQ�WR�VWRULHV�RI�RXU�
families. God is present in the stories of our families. 
*RG�LGHQWLāHG�ZLWK�0RVHV�āUVW�E\�UHFDOOLQJ�WKH�SDVW��
recalling tradition.”

In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the literature of the 
Bible is family stories. They vary wildly, but the Bible, 
Candler said, is not a book of law or directions for living, 
but family history and the stories are about lots of con-
versations.

“It is like at Thanksgiving and your uncle tells a sto-
ry and then your aunt says, ‘No, that is not the way it 
happened.’ In Genesis 1, the story of creation is told one 
way and in Genesis 2 it is told another way. The story 
of David is told one way in First and Second Kings and a 
different way in First and Second Chronicles.”

He continued, “Maybe Jesus, at night, told the disci-
ples, ‘When I die, I don’t want four versions of the same 
story,’ but there are. The Bible keeps all of them. Some 
of the stories interrupt and correct each other and all of 
them can be holy.”

The world needs healthy parishes. A healthy parish is 
not just a political party, a social club, a therapy group 
or a school; not a video or a performance — “as good as 
some of them are,” Candler said. “A healthy parish life is 
participation in the life of the holy faith, of God above, 
God within us and God within others. We need a faithful 
FRPPXQLW\��QRW�MXVW�D�YLGHR�EHFDXVH�QRWKLQJ�VDWLVāHV�
like a healthy community.”

Moses decided that people would not follow him if 
he just reminded them that they were descended from 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Moses asked God for God’s 
name. God answered, “I am who I am.” Yahweh can mean 
“I am who I am” or “I am becoming who I am becoming.”

“To become indicates a willingness to change, maybe 
even change your mind,” Candler said. “God changes and 
does not change.”

In Exodus 32, Moses was delayed in his meeting with 
God on Mount Sinai and the people made the Golden 
Calf, a fabricated idol. God was furious and told Moses 
that he would annihilate the people and start a new na-
tion with Moses.

“What is more astounding than God abandoning the 
people, is Moses arguing with God,” said Candler. “Moses 
out-argued God and got Yahweh to change his mind. ‘Go 

down Moses, tell old Yahweh, let my people go.’ ”
In the King James translation of the Bible, it says God 

repented the possibility of destroying the people. The 
Greek word, said Candler, is “metanoia,” “meta” meaning 
change and “noia” meaning mind. 

“We think it is theoretically impossible for God to 
change or repent, but God is not a fundamentalist, and 
the Bible is not a fundamentalist document,” Chandler 
told the congregation. “Stories of holy change are part of 
the tradition.”

He continued, “Have you ever tried to get someone to 
change their mind? The best way is to change your own 
mind. That is what Yahweh did.”

Candler asked the congregation if they knew how to 
Ă\�D�NLWH��:KDW�DOORZV�LW�WR�VWD\�DORIW"�,W�LV�WKH�VWULQJ�WKDW�
LV�ā[HG�WR�WKH�JURXQG��

“That is what tradition is,” he said. “Stories are the 

VWULQJV�KHOG�WR�WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�DOORZ�XV�WR�Ă\�Ý�
Ü6SLULW��FRPH�LQ�ZLQG��6SLULW��FRPH�LQ�ĂDPH��&RPH�LQ�

ZLQG��FRPH�LQ�ĂDPH��WHOO�DJDLQ�WKH�VWRU\�Ý�KH�VDQJ��UHFDOO-
ing the chorus from the morning anthem, “Spirit, Come.” 
Tradition, Candler said, “teaches us to change our minds 
gracefully and the world needs good traditions.

The Rev. Luke Fodor, vicar of the Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd at Chautauqua, presided. Isabel 
Packevicz, student minister for the Department of Reli-
gion at Chautauqua, read the scripture. The prelude was 
“Rhosymedre,” by Ralph Vaughn Williams, played by Josh-
ua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist, on the Massey Memorial Organ. 
The anthem, sung by the Motet Choir under the direction 
of Stafford and accompanied by Nicholas Stigall, organ 
scholar, was “Spirit, Come,” by Evelyn R. Larter. The post-
lude was “Personet hodie,” by Pamela Decker. Support for 
this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is provided by the 
Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund.

Tradition teaches how to change minds gracefully, Candler says

We think it is theoretically impossible for God to 
change or repent, but God is not a fundamentalist, 
and the Bible is not a fundamentalist document. 
Stories of holy change are part of the tradition.”

—THE VERY REV. SAMUEL G. CANDLER
Chaplain-in-Residence, 
Chautauqua Institution

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Very Rev. Samuel Candler preaches Sunday morning in the 
Amphitheater.
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NOTICES

The Locke-Irwin Fund sup-
ports the lecture by Kwame 
Alexander at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater.

Established in 1982 by 
Alfreda L. and Forest B. Ir-
win, the Locke-Irwin Fund 
is a permanent endow-
ment fund held within the 
Chautauqua Foundation to 
support the Chautauqua 
Institution Archives, Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra or Chautauqua lecture 
platform.

Alfreda Irwin was born 
the daughter of Methodist 
minister the Rev. Alfred C. 
and Nellie Hess Locke. She 
graduated from Ohio Wes-
leyan University in 1933 
with a degree in English 
and journalism and contin-
ued as an English graduate 
assistant in 1934. 

She married attorney 
Forest B. Irwin and settled 
in Franklin, Pennsylvania, 
to raise their family of one 

VRQ� DQG� āYH� GDXJKWHUV��
where she started her ca-
reer as a writer, journalist 
and radio host.

Alfreda came to the In-
stitution as a child with 
her grandparents. Her hus-
band, Forest, bought the 
family cottage at 39 Pales-
tine as a Mother’s Day gift 
in 1955. Residing all sum-
mer at Chautauqua, Alfreda 
became a reporter for The 
Chautauquan Daily in 1958, 
assistant editor in 1959 and 
editor in 1966. Retiring from 
the post in 1981, she was 
named editor emerita and 
&KDXWDXTXDÚV� RIāFLDO� KLV-
torian, a post she held until 
1999. As a historian, Alfre-
da authored three editions 
of Three Taps of the Gavel. 
She also founded the Chau-
tauqua Network, edited the 
Chautauqua Network News 
and traveled extensively on 
behalf of Chautauqua. 

She authored many arti-

cles for publications, jour-
nals and newspapers, as 
well as a church play (Stone 
Against the Heart, pub-
lished in 1983).

Alfreda is one of two 
people in Chautauqua’s 
history to twice receive 
the “Chautauqua Salute.” 
Institution President Dr. 
Daniel Bratton awarded her 
the President’s Medal, the 
highest honor bestowed 
by the Institution. For that 
award ceremony, she wore 
her great-grandmother’s 
cape — her great-grandfa-
ther, Dr. James Galeagher, 
ZDV�WKH�IDPLO\ÚV�āUVW�&KDX-
tauquan. Alfreda Locke Ir-
win died on  Jan. 22, 2000.

Forest B. Irwin, very 
much a Chautauquan as 
well, practiced law for 
more than 50 years and 
served as treasurer and 
vice president of the Lee 
Norse Company, direc-
tor at the Exchange Bank 

and Trust Company, vice 
president at Pennsylvania 
Bank and Trust, and direc-
tor at Pennbank (now part 
of National City). Forest 
was active in the Pennsyl-
vania community, serving 
the Kiwanis Club, hospi-
tal board, American Red 
Cross, Franklin Public Li-
brary and the Polk State 
School, among many oth-
ers. At Chautauqua, Forest 
was deeply involved in the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
6FLHQWLāF� &LUFOH�� 6SRUWV�
Club and United Methodist 
House in various capaci-
ties. He passed away March 
15, 1989. The bowling green 
at Chautauqua was named 
in his honor.

The Irwins are survived 
E\� WKHLU� āYH� GDXJKWHUV� DQG�
by numerous grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
great-great grandchildren.

Locke-Irwin Fund provides for Alexander

“Your Breakfast is Ready“ Fruit 
and Cheese Blintzes ..Blueberry 
pancakes.. ... Nova Scotia Lox 
salmon platter.. Eggs as you like 
Tally Ho Till 10 AM
Tally Ho / Mardelle Manor / Short 
term stays $250 nightly Veranda 
a p a r t m e n t s  . . 
Lodgingatchautauqua @gmail.
com// CALL US 954 901 824

OFF SEASON. 14 Forest. Lovely, 
modern, 1st floor, 1 BDQ/Bth and 
sofa bed available, centrally 
located. Shared WD, utilities 
included, smart TV, cable + wifi, 
even hot water heat. No smoking, 
vaping, or pets. 309-287-2367.

Rental, 2024 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA, Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location, Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.

14 Forest. Modern circa 1991, 
centrally located. First floor 1 
bedroom/1 bath, WiFi, cable, 
sha red  W/D .  Weeks  5 -9 . 
(309)287-2367 Janellac@aol.
com

Call our o!ce to get the 
Daily at your door! 
716-357-6235

SUBSCRIPTIONS
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LIGHTING UP THE NIGHT
The Revivalists, Band of Horses 

rock Amp in powerhouse 
double-billed performance 

PHOTOS BY HG BIGGS

Above, The Revivalists sing to a packed crowd last Friday in the 
Amphitheater, following opening act Band of Horses. At right, Band 
of Horses frontman Ben Bridwell belts out fan-favorite “Is There a 
Ghost.” Below, a Chautauquan rocks out to The Revivalists.

Above left, Chautauquans get to their feet as the The Revivalists perform. Above right, The Revivalists frontman David Shaw gets up close with the audience during “Don’t Look Back.”
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Accessibility
Listening Sessions 

Monday, Aug. 7
4–5 p.m. 

Trapasso Pavillion  
(Children’s School) 

Join Amit Taneja, Senior VP & Chief IDEA 
Officer, members of the Institution’s newly 
formed Accessibility Committee and an 
external accessibility consultant for a 
listening session on accessibility.  
Those unable to attend can send feedback to  
accessibility@chq.org.

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 2

CLSC RECOGNITION DAY
6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 

Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: David 
Gluck (Hindu-based Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:00 Alumni Association of the CLSC 
Recognition Day Parade. Bestor 
Plaza

8:00 Wednesday Weeding. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Meet at the entrance 
off Massey between Hawthorne 
and Emerson

8:15 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 

Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Class of 2023 
Recognition Day Ceremony. Hall of 
Philosophy

9:15 Science and Health. (Sponsored 
by the Chautauqua Science Group 
and Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “From Land to Sea: The 
(little known) Story of Plastic.” Sherri 
“Sam” Mason. Hurlbut Sanctuary

9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON.  The V. 
Rev. Samuel G. Candler, Dean 
of the Cathedral of St. Philip. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Maimonides.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

10:00 Opera Conservatory Masterclass. 
Jonathan Beyer. McKnight Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30 –12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE 
SERIES. Kwame Alexander, 
Newbery Award-winning author. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Upcycled 
Arts with Washed Ashore. McKnight 
Hall Lawn

12:15 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua 
Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair for 
the Organist. Amphitheater

12:00 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Class of 2023 
Reception. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Understanding Gender: Medical and 
personal perspectives on Identity, 
Expression and Transitioning. 
(Programmed by LGBTQ+ and 
Friends.) Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ Graybiel House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

12:30 Open Garden. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open 
to the public with a BTG docent. 
Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison 
Cottage

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Guided 
historic tour along the Chautauqua 
shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 Language Hour. CWC House

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:15 Docent Tours. Alumni Hall and 
Pioneer Hall

1:30 Open Garden. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open 
to the public with a BTG docent. 
Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison 
Cottage

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Philip Barnes, director, St. Louis 
Chamber Chorus. Hall of Philosophy 
and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Rise.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:00 (3–5) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

3:30 Islam 101. “Shia-Sunni Divide and 
Religious Hierarchy.” Khalid and 
Sabeeha Rehman. Hurlbut Church

3:30 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Danielle 
Legros Georges, professor, Lesley 
University. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

3:30 What is Religious about Humanism 
and Naturalism? (Programmed by 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Chautauqua.) The Rev. David 
Breeden; John Hooper. UU House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) Catholic House

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“SHTTL.” Everett Jewish Life Center

4:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Wednesday 
STEM at the Water, Feelin’ the 

Beat. All ages. Children’s Beach
4:00 Piano Master Class. HaeSun 

Paik. Donations accepted to benefit 
the School of Music Scholarship 
Fund. Sherwood-Marsh 101

4:15 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, arborist. Meet at lake side 
(back) of Smith Wilkes Hall

4:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Kim Hehr (Gong Meditation.) 
Hurlbut Sanctuary

5:00 Men’s Softball Championship 
Game. Sharpe Field

5:00 (5 –6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

5:00 Meet the Filmmaker. “Plastic 
Earth: Solving the Global Plastics 
Crisis.” Film and discussion panel 
with filmmaker and scientists. 
Free with Traditional Gate Pass. 
Chautauqua Cinema

5:00 Mindfulness & Mending. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Kriss Miller, Friend in residence 
(host.) Quaker House, 28 Ames

5:00 Alumni Association of the CLSC 
Gala. Chautauqua Golf Club.

5:30 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

6:30 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Lutheran 
House

7:00 Opera Conservatory Student 
Recital. Donations accepted 
to benefit the School of Music 
Scholarship Fund. McKnight Hall

7:00 Christian Science Testimony 
Meeting. Christian Science Chapel

7:00 Garth Fagan Dance. Pre-Concert 
Lecture with Chautauqua Dance 
Circle. Smith Wilkes Hall

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Garth 
Fagan Dance. Amphitheater

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Lesson.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 3

LIBRARY DAY
7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 

Market. Massey and Miller
7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 

Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: David 
Gluck (Hindu-based Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Ruth 
Lundin. Binoculars encouraged. 
Meet at Smith Wilkes Hall entrance

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:30 (8:30–10:30) Library Day. Celebration 
at The Smith Memorial Library

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00 (9 –10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 

Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:15 Chautauqua In-Depth. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
David Jasper. CWC House

9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON.  The 
Rt. Rev. Eugene Sutton, senior 
pastor, Chautauqua Institution. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Journey Into the Zodiac” Esther 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30 –12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Vauhini Vara, author, The Immortal 
King Rao; contributing writer, Wired. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

11:00 (11–1) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

11:30 Open House. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.) 
African American Heritage House, 
40 Scott

12:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Flat Stanley 
Bookmarks. Bestor Plaza

12:15 Brown Bag. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
New Play Workshop. tiny father, by 
Mike Lew. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Carol Jennings, poetry, The 
Sustain Pedal; The Dead Spirits in 
the Piano. Pat Owen, poetry, Bardo 
of Becoming; Orion’s Belt at the End 
of the Drive. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by Department of 
Religion, IDEA Office.) Baptist House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by Department of 
Religion, IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program (Practice 
and Discussion.) Presenter: 
David Gluck (Hindu-based 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30 Brown Bag. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) “Quaker Perspectives on the 
Weekly Theme.” Tucker Questone, 
Friend in Residence (chaplain.) 
Quaker House, 28 Ames

12:30 (12:30-2:30) Open Garden. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Open to the public 
with a Chautauqua Garden docent. 
Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison 
Cottage

12:45 Catholic Speaker Series. “Will 
the Parish Perish? How Catholic 
Communities Can Thrive in a Time 
of Change and Uncertainty.” The 
Rev. Justin Miller, Parochial Vicar 
of Our Mother of Sorrows and 
Holy Cross, Rochester, New York. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club
1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 

free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:00 Play CHQ Premium. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Flower Crowns & Yarn Weaving. 
Fee. Sheldon Hall of Education 202 

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Sarah bin Tyeer, assistant 

professor of Arabic literature, 
Columbia University. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 Meet the Filmmaker. “Plastic 
Earth: Solving the Global Plastics 
Crisis.” Film and discussion panel 
with filmmaker and scientists. Free 
with gate pass. Chautauqua Cinema

3:00 Tea Time Treasures: A Classic 
English Tea Party. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
CWC House.

3:30 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Pride and Prejudice 
by Jane Austen with Kate Hamill. 
Hall of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30 CHQ Strategic Plan Update. 
“Chautauqua’s Finances and 
Future.” Candy Maxwell, chair, 
Chautauqua Institution Board of 
Trustees; Michael Hill, president, 
Chautauqua Institution. Webinar

3:30 Islam 101. “Shariah.” Khalid and 
Sabeeha Rehman. Hurlbut Church

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Baptist 
House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

3:30 Inspirational Talk. (Programmed by 
the Christian Science House.) “The 
Radiance of Soul.” Christian Science 
Chapel

3:30 The Future is Praxis in Liberal 
Religion. (Programmed by the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Chautauqua.) The Rev. David 
Breeden. UU House

4:00 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by Department of 
Religion, IDEA Office.) Dedicated 
to discussion of the previous AAHH 
lecture. African American Heritage 
House, 40 Scott

4:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Story Cubes. 
Bestor Plaza

4:00 School of Music Piano Program 
Final Piano Student Recital No. 1. 
Donations accepted to benefit the 
School of Music Scholarship Fund. 
Sherwood-Marsh 101 

4:00 Read to Lola the library dog. For 
children 5 and up. Smith Memorial 
Library (Rain location – inside the 
library)

4:00 Lewis Miller Circle Happy Hour. 
For ages 21-40. Athenaeum Hotel

4:30 Beach-to-Beach Color Sprint. 
Ages 6 and up. Children’s Beach

5:00 Chautauqua Softball League 
Kids’ Pickup Game. Extra gloves 
available. Sharpe Field

5:00 (5 –6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

5:30 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:30 Party on the Art Quad. (Programmed 
by Friends of Chautauqua Visual 
Arts.) CVA Art Quad

5:30 Cinema Film Screening. “Rise.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:00 School of Music Chamber Concert 
No. 1. Donations accepted to benefit 
the School of Music Scholarship 
Fund. Fletcher Music Hall

6:15 Acoustic-driven Rock and Pop. 
Sarah James. 3 Taps

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by Department of Religion, IDEA 
Office.) Disciples of Christ House

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by Department of 
Religion, IDEA Office.) Baptist House

6:45 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center 101

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “American Song.” 
Yazid Gray, baritone, Rossen 
Milanov, conductor. Amphitheater  
• Aaron Copland: Appalachian 
Spring – 23’ 
• Michael Daugherty: Letters from 
Lincoln – 26’

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Lesson.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

CANCELED
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