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Returning to Amp,
Smith to champion
importance of arts

ARDEN RYAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As a performer and a
dramatist, Anna Deavere
Smith has spent a career
looking for expressive be-
havior in everyday people.

Smith has been writ-
ing and  performing
one-woman shows for
most of her life, beginning
with her longtime proj-
ect, On the Road: A Search
for American Character,
in the early 1980s. That
project took her around
the country, interviewing
hundreds of people and
creating plays to reflect
their lives and individuali-
ty, in their words.

“Anything that ends up
on stage has to be more ex-
pressive than how we talk
in life,” Smith said, “with
the hope of also involving
people emotionally.”

At 10:45 a.m. today in
the Amphitheater, Smith
will reflect on her body
of work and share sto-
ries from her works in
progress. Continuing the
week’s Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series theme, “Free-
dom of Expression, Imag-
ination, and the Resilience
of Democracy,” Smith
will share her experienc-
es speaking with people

SMITH

during challenging times
and conveying their words
with theater.

The bulk of her theat-
rical work has been spent
traveling to places of
traumatic social challenge
and taking first-hand ac-
counts. Two of her most
renowned plays center
on racism in America, and
another explores health-
care, all involving inter-
views and compilations of
real-life stories.

In the months after the
Los Angeles riots of 1992,
Smith conducted 320 in-
terviews, expressing their
sentiments through her
play Twilight.

See SMITH, Page 4

Hussain to discuss
[reedom of expression,
personal journey as
American Muslim

JAMES BUCKSER
STAFF WRITER

Nausheena Hussain works
to help build leadership
skills in women.

“I really feel that wom-
en, if we build them up
and build up their capaci-
ty, they can really build up
their nonprofits and help
their communities and
really transform, making
the world a better place,”
Hussain said.

She will speak at Chau-
tauqua at 2 p.m. today in
the Hall of Philosophy as
a part of the Week Eight
theme of the Interfaith
Lecture Series, “Freedom
of Religious Expression.”

Hussain is the found-
er and principal of Nissa
Consulting, which takes
its name from the Ara-
bic word for woman and
provides services to Mus-
lim-led nonprofit groups
and philanthropy.

Describing her compa-
ny as “basically a one-per-
son show,” Hussain said
she uses the title princi-
pal to signify that she is
the owner of the company
and the decision-making
lies with her.

Hussain said she first
got involved in nonprofit

work while working for a
civil rights organization,
seeing that many of the
civil rights violations were
happening against Muslim
women.

“I felt that there was a
bigger purpose in help-
ing women lead, and so I
started a nonprofit orga-
nization that had three
main program  goals,’
Hussain said. “One was
around changing the nar-
rative around who Muslim
women are, the second
one was around leader-
ship development, and
then a third one is around
civic engagement.”

See HUSSAIN, Page 4
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12 Effron Fellow Cox returns as guest conductor,
leading CSO in Ichaikovsky, Wagner

SARAH RUSSO
STAFF WRITER

A new French horn changed the course of
Roderick Cox’s musical career.

He wanted to become a professional clas-
sical musician, but that would “take a lot of
money, resources, exposure and opportuni-
ty,” he said.

When the Otis Redding Foundation and
Zelma Redding purchased the instrument
for Cox, “it was like redefining my voice,” he
said.

Now, Cox - who served as the 2012 Da-
vid Effron Conducting Fellow with the Music
School Festival Orchestra - returns to con-
duct the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra
at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater.

“I just remember getting that instrument

for the first time. I felt like I could do any-
thing,” Cox said. “That’s what I try to do as a
musician now.”

Cox has been praised as a conductor who
is “paving the way,” according to NBC News,
and recognized as a “trailblazer, a conductor
who will be amongst the vanguard,” as de-
scribed in the Minnesota Star Tribune.

Even though Cox didn’t “set out on a path”
to change the industry from a historically
white-dominated art, he has done just that,
even if he said it is a “small role.” With the
founding of the Roderick Cox Music Founda-
tion, he has been able to provide mentorship
and financial gifts to young aspiring musi-
cians from underrepresented communities
that want to pursue music on a higher level.

See COX/CSO, Page 4
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REMEMBERING,
RESTORING

On Aug. 12 anniversary, Hurlbut
Church hosts interfaith Service of
Healing and Remembrance.

FINDING MEANING
IN BLOOMS

For BTG, arts appreciation educator
Gallo to translate hidden language
of flowers.

CO-LABORERS TO
BUILD NEW WORLD

In sermon, Lamar challenges
congregation: Is Jesus at center of
your vision for new heaven, earth?

FROM SOCRATES TO
SOCIAL MEDIA

Opening week, Justitia CEO, free
speech scholar Mchangama warns
of free speech recession.
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NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is in-
tended to provide space for announcements from Insti-
tution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is
featured that day in a story, it should not be repeated in
the Briefly column. Submit information to Ryan Corey in
the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide name of orga-
nization, time and place of meeting and one contact per-
son’s name with phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four
days before publication.

‘tiny father’ performances canceled

Following performance cancelations connected to a
health-related circumstance, Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany and members of the company of tiny father made
the determination together to end the run of this world
premiere production. The Ticket Office will initiate re-
funds for all ticket holders in the next 30 business days. If
you paid by cash or check, you will receive a refund check
via the U.S. Postal Service. Please contact the Ticket Of-
fice at 716-357-6250 or ticketoffice@chq.org with any
questions.

CTC’s New Play Workshop, The Bleeding Class will
continue its run Aug. 19-20.

Shuttles available for Jamestown events

On Thursday, shuttle buses will be provided for “The
Music of Billy Joel featuring Michael Cavanaugh with
the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra” at the Reg Len-
na Center for the Arts and the Mark Russell Celebration
at the National Comedy Center. The buses depart from
the Farmers Market near the Main Gate Welcome Cen-
ter. The first bus leaves at 4:15 p.m. for the Mark Russell
event, while the second departure is at 7 p.m. for the CSO
event. You can choose to attend either or both events
using the shuttle service. Shuttle tickets ($20 roundtrip)
can be purchased at the Main Gate Welcome Center or by
calling 716-357-6250. There’s an extra fee for the James-
town events, and tickets are still available. For more in-
formation and to see the shuttle schedule, visit chq.org/
jamestown-events.

African American Heritage House news

Stan Deaton, the Dr. Elaine B. Andrews Distinguished
Historian at the Georgia Historical Society, is the Afri-
can American Heritage House speaker for Week Eight,
invited back by popular demand. A speaker reception is
scheduled for 3:30 p.m. today at the AAHH House at 40
Scott, and Deaton will give his lecture, “Can't We Stop
Talking About This? Race in American History (1776-1865)
as part of the AAHH Chautauqua Speaker Series at 3:30
p.m. Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Heritage Lecture Series news

At 3:30 p.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall for the Oliver Ar-
chives Center’s Heritage Lecture Series, Annie Storr will
speak about Ellen Gates Starr. The lecture is titled “'The
Place of Art in Life:’ Ellen Gates Starr of Hull House & Her
Chautauqua Lectures on Art.” Storr is the Terra Founda-
tion Research Fellow at Hull House, the Chicago center
founded by social reformers Starr and Jane Addams.

Stop the Bleed Course

At 3:30 p.m. every Tuesday throughout the season in the
fire house hall, the Chautauqua Fire Department will be
holding a Stop the Bleed course in association with the
American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma.
The course is free to the public. Contact Sid Holec at sid-
holec@gmail.com or 941-716-1729 for more information.
Walk-ins welcome.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news

Chautauqua Speaks features Jennifer Stitely at 9:15 a.m.
today at the CWC House.

Join the Chautauqua Women’s Club for sanctioned Dupli-
cate Bridge at 1 p.m. today at the CWC House.

Smith Memorial Library Children’s Story Time

The Smith Memorial Library offers Children’s Story Time
at 10:45 a.m. today on Bestor Plaza (Rain location: inside
the library). Stories are selected for preschool age, but all
children and their families are welcome.

FEELIN’ THE BEAT
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BRETT PHELPS /
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Above, Director of Arts
Education Suzanne Fassett-
Wright leads a Play CHQ
“Feelin’ the Beat” lesson
Wednesday near Children’s
Beach and Miller Bell Tower.
The lesson, which was
adapted for Play CHQ based
on Chautauqua Institution
Arts Education’s “Feelin’

the Beat” school residency
program, integrates music
learning with social emotional
skill development through
drumming. At left, Connor
Watkins, 8, left; Amber Adler,
7, center; and Sam Rasbar, 8,
follow along with the rhythm
during “Feelin’ the Beat.”

Black to offer poems of love, hope among chaotic world

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Music, love and hope can
all be motivating and influ-
encing factors in a person’s
life. According to Week
Eight’s poet-in-residence
Ralph Black, how these
ideas get translated into
poetry is a different story.
Black will deliver his
Brown Bag lecture at 12:15
p.m. today on the porch of
the Literary Arts Center at
Alumni Hall for the Chau-
tauqua Writers’ Center.
The author of two collec-
tions of poetry, his work
has received the Anne Hal-
ley Poetry Prize from The
Massachusetts Review and
the Chelsea Poetry Prize.
He said his lecture will be
closely connected to his po-
etry workshop, “Let Us Now
Praise the Mutilated World.”
“A lot of things in the
world seem to be a little bit
on the unglued side,” Black
said. “There’s war, violence,
famine and climate ca-

BLACK

tastrophes. Some of those
things can be overwhelm-
ing in a lot of ways.”
Poetry, he said, can be
a ‘“beautiful, momentary
stay” against the confusion
people may experience.
He plans to illustrate this
thought through a number
of poems — both new and
old - by various poets such
as Walt Whitman, Robinson
Jeffers and Mary Oliver.

Fine Arts and Fine Craits
by 100 Regionally and

Nationally Known Artists
Open Year Round ~ We Ship

Home of Audrey Kay Dowling's Clay,
Painting and Mixed Media Studios

“A visit to Portage Hill Art Gallery ~

a Chautaugqua Tradition”
[—

I Portz 13‘{.11:
1
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@ On Instagram: (@chqdaily

High Tea

In the Athenaeum Hotel Parlor at 3:30 pm

A program of poetry and music presented
by Kaye Lindauer with Arlene Hajinlian,
Pianist, and other guests

Week 8 - Thursday, August 17
What myth are you living?

Tickets may be purchased by calling the Athenaeum Hote! front desk
at (716) 357-4444 or in advance in person at Hotel front desk.

www.portagehillgallery.com

ONLY -

8 miles from Chautauqua. Go out the
Main gate and turn right. We are on
the left halfway between Mayville
and Westfield. 6439 Portage Road
(Rte 394), Westfield, NY

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11-5
716-326-4478

One x ONE ACRE

LAKEFRONT LOT FOR SALE

The Bestest Sandy Bottom Lakefront
Lot Available on Chautauqua Lake

5,000+ sq. ft. Buildable Footprint,
10 ft. from the Lake

3 Million $ + Closing Costs

WeWanChu.com

716-969-1811

Most people get through their lives, get through their
days, perfectly well without thinking about poetry in
any way. For me, as a teacher and a writer, I'm good at
getting people to think about cracking the door into

poetry open.

“It's not really going to be
a funereal lecture, because
that’s not really how I roll,”
Black said. “(The lecture will
be) more of a Q-and-A with
myself — thinking about my
reading and writing habits
over the years.”

Throughout the week,
Black’s workshop focuses
on poems full of love and
hope. As a professor emer-
itus at SUNY Brockport,
he often tells writers to
not just think about what
theyre trying to commu-
nicate, but to think about
what materials they can
use to communicate it.

“I often say to students
that poetry is an art form
that really makes you slow
down,” he said.

Black said he sees poet-
ry as a way to “explore and
surprise yourself,” and when
writers are “really lucky,”
once they start a poem

Tuesday at the

CINEMA

Tuesday, August 15

WOMEN TALKING - 5:45
Do nothing. Stay and fight. Or
leave. The women of an isolated
religious community grapple
with reconciling a brutal reality
with their faith. "A remarkable
ensemble of performers (Jessie
Buckley, Rooney Mara, Claire
Foy, Judith Ivey, Ben Whishaw
and Frances McDormand) unite
for this combustible, timely
chamber-piece that hails the
return of (director Sarah) Polley
as an ambitious and empirical
filmmake ." -Beth Webb, Empire
Magazine(PG-13, 104m)

A GOOD PERSON - 8:30
Daniel (Morgan Freeman) is
brought together with Allison
(Florence Pugh), who was
involved in an unimaginable
tragedy that took his daughter's
life. As grief-stricken Daniel
navigates raising his teenage
granddaughter and Allison seeks
redemption, they discover that
friendship, forgiveness, and hope
can flourish in unlikely places.
Written and directed by Zach
Braf (Garden State). "Morgan
Freeman turns in his best work in
years." -Frank Scheck, Hollywood
Reporter (R, 129m)

—RALPH BLACK
Poet-in-Residence,
Chautauqua Writers’ Center

they're in a place they never
thought they would be.

He said he wants his
lecture audience to have
a “sense of curiosity” and
“heightened wonder.”

“Most people get through
their lives, get through
their days, perfectly well
without thinking about po-
etry in any way,” Black said.
“For me, as a teacher and
a writer, 'm good at get-
ting people to think about
cracking the door into po-
etry open.”

A self-proclaimed “failed
musician,” Black said he
sees poetry as finding “a
way back to some kind of
musicality.” His mother was
a concert violinist, while
his father was in the sym-
phony management busi-
ness — early on in his ca-
reer as the manager for the
Buffalo Philharmonic.

“Classical music, espe-
cially as a young person,
was just in the water that
I drank,” Black said. “It's a
way that led me to fall in
love with poetry because
of the rhythm, cadence and
musicality of language.”
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Fall in
love with
one of our
photos?
Buy it!

Two ways:
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held on the one-year anniversary of the attack on Salman Rushdie and Henry Reese in the Amphitheater.

CARRIE LEGG / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, Chautauqua’s senior pastor, gives a reading from the Christian tradition during an interfaith Service of Healing and Remembrance on Saturday afternoon in Hurlbut Church,

Remembering, Restoring: Hurlbut hosts interfaith service on Aug. 12 anniversary

ALYSSA BUMP
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In rays of sunlight glow-
ing through the stained-
glass windows of Hurlbut
Church, hope and healing
illuminated the hearts of
Chautauquans.

On the one-year anni-
versary of the attack on
Salman Rushdie and Henry
Reese, Chautauquans gath-
ered Saturday in the Hurl-
but Memorial Community
United Methodist Church
for an interfaith Service of
Healing and Remembrance.

“To remember means to
bring together, to restore
to wholeness,” said the
Rev. Paul Womack, Hurl-
but Congregation co-pas-
tor. “We remember, not to
share anguish, but to share
hope and to share promise.”

Upon entering the church,
attendees were asked to pick
up a stone to hold through-
out the service. Womack
said the stones represent
“grief or sadness” carried
throughout the past year, as
well as “the hopes and aspi-
rations of your heart.”

“In this shattered sacred
space, we welcome you for
the healing and renewal of
all the broken hearts and
all the distressed spirits,”
Womack said. “We welcome
you for remembering the re-
newal of hope and promise.”

The opening litany, read
by Deborah Sunya Moore,
senior vice president and
chief program officer, re-
flected on the wounds and
burdens Chautauquans
have carried with them.

“All of us hold memo-
ries,” Moore said, “those
that pain us, those that
teach us, those that change
us, those that name us.”

The congregation then
joined together to sing the
hymn “We Come to You for
Healing, Lord.”

Shahid Aziz provided in-
sight from the Muslim tra-
dition and the Quran.

“Rumi, the well-known
poet and Sufi, says, ‘The
wound is the place where
the light enters you. Healing
begins with you,” Aziz said.

Accompanied by the pia-
no, the Motet Choir sang an
anthem by Marty Haugen,
calling upon the healing
spirit to “give strength” and
“teach healing.”

Kriss Miller of the Quak-
er House shared a reading
from Carrie Newcomer,
Quaker author and activist.

The reading was inspired
by a question Newcom-
er asked her friend Parker
Palmer: “What can we do
when we are personally or

For some of us, the stone is the strong presence of
gratitude; gratitude for a community that did not
break — that was wounded, but did not break — and

continues to love and care.”

politically heartbroken?”

Palmer replied, “We take
sanctuary. We gather with
those we love. ... We remem-
ber, we share stories or we sit
in silence until we can go on.”

The choir and gathered
Chautauquans then joined
in harmony to sing the
hymn “Come and Find the
Quiet Center.”

Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl said
the Jewish tradition speaks
about two kinds of healing:
refuat hanefesh, healing of
soul, and refuat haguf, heal-
ing of body. Stahl shared
a reading modified from a
prayer by Rabbi Naomi Levy.

“Show us how to put our
pain into perspective. Teach
us to have faith in the new
day that is coming,” Stahl
said. “For Salman Rushdie,
we say: May You, God, heal
him, body and soul.”

The hymn, “Mi She-
beirach” by Debbie Fried-
man, calls for the complete
healing of the soul and
body. Chautauquans joined
together to sing the prayer,
calling upon the blessing of
“those in need of healing
with the renewal of body,
the renewal of spirit.”

The Rt. Rev. Eugene T.
Sutton, Chautauqua’s senior
pastor, said Christian beliefs
behold that “woundedness is
not the last word, but rather
resurrection and new life.”
Sutton shared an excerpt
from the book The Wounded
Healer, by Henri Nouwen.

“Whatever we suffer, we
suffer in community with
all of humanity and, yes,
with all of creation,” Sutton
said. “The main question is
not, ‘How can we hide our
wounds so we don't have to
be embarrassed?” but ‘How
can we put our woundedness
in the service of others?’”

Once more, the Motet
Choir united to perform an
anthem written in memory
of those who died at Pulse
Nightclub in Orlando on
June 12, 2016.

Jordan Steves, interim
Emily and Richard Smucker
Chair for Education, gave
the reading for the Bud-
dhist tradition — a tradition

—THE REV. NATALIE HANSON

2022 Interim Senior Pastor,
Hurlbut Congregation Co-Pastor

he said he doesn’'t repre-
sent, but still finds comfort
in the words from Living
Buddha, Living Christ, by
Thich Nhat Hanh.

“The seed of suffering
in you may be strong, but
don’t wait until you have
no more suffering before
allowing yourself to be
happy,” Steves read. “Don'’t
ignore your suffering, but
don’t forget to enjoy the
wonders of life.”

The Rev. Natalie Hanson,
2022 interim senior pastor
and Hurlbut Congrega-
tion co-pastor, and Karlie
Robinson, a member of the
Amphitheater production
crew, came together at the
pulpit to read a reflection
of remembrance.

“Let us be mindful of the
community’s love and resil-
ience,” Robinson said. “Let
us be mindful of victims
still healing.”

A brief, silent pause fol-
lowed after each remem-
brance.

“Let us be mindful of we
who are still in pain, who
dream nightmares, who
watch for sudden move-
ments,” Hanson said. “Let
us be mindful of one in
prison, awaiting trial.”

Hanson invited Chau-
tauquans to bring their at-
tention back to the stones
they selected at the begin-
ning of the service.

“The stone, as we said
before, is a symbol today,”

CARRIE LEGG / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquan Caroline Brubaker is blessed by Maureen Rovegno, emerita director of religion, during

the ritual of stones at the closing of the service Saturday in Hurlbut. Brubaker also chose to receive a

blessing for her stone, and for a stone she intended to give to her friend, who was in the audience on

Aug. 12,2022.

Hanson said. “It’s a symbol of
everything that we have car-
ried with us and in us since
Aug. 12, a year ago, when Mr.
Rushdie and Mr. Reese were
so grievously hurt.”

The stones, Hanson said,
represent several burdens
Chautauquans have borne
since the attack: fear, un-
certainty, grief, fractious-
ness. Yet, the stones also
represent hope.

“For some of us, the
stone is the strong pres-
ence of gratitude,” Hanson
said. “Gratitude for a com-
munity that did not break —
that was wounded, but did
not break — and continues
to love and care.”

The stones do not sym-
bolize one specific thing —
they represent the complex
feelings and experiences

associated with trauma.

“Sometimes our stones
can be those (emotions) and
so many other things,” Han-
son said. “You know what
your stone means for you.”

To close the service, Han-
son led the ritual of stones.
She invited those in atten-
dance to decide whether to
keep or release their stones.

“You can decide to keep
(the stone) to hold the mem-
ory of the learnings, wisdom
and love you've received,” she
said. “.. (Or) maybe you've
been carrying some burdens
or sorrows, and you're ready
to let them loose.”

Melissa Spas, vice pres-
ident for religion, Maureen
Rovegno, emerita director of
religion, Womack and Sut-
ton were stationed around
the church to collect the

stones and bless attendees.

“You can give up your
stone or keep it,” Hanson
said. “You can be anoint-
ed and blessed, or you can
have your stone anointed
and blessed, as you wish.”

To gather “in fellow-
ship and as a community,”
Hanson encouraged the
congregation to gather
downstairs for a “feast of
friendship, love and com-
munity,” prepared by the
Hurlbut Church and the
Department of Religion.

As Hanson read the clos-
ing postlude, a light rain be-
gan to fall outside, serving as
its own symbol of renewal.

“May you embrace your-
self with hope,” she said.
“May you embrace the world
with hope. May you embrace
this community with hope.”
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Local Family Run Business & Fast Delivery

e camper/boat matts
¢ adjustable beds

e custom bed sizes
¢ short lead time

SHOP LOCAL. SUPPORT LOCAL.

www.jamestownmattress.com

We are the Factory...No Middleman Markup!

135 E. Fairmount Ave., Lakewood - 716-763-5515 * 178 Blackstone Ave., Jamestown - 716-665-2247
312 Second Ave., Warren PA - 814-723-1892 + 10 W, Main St, Fredonia - 716-672-4140

STEDMAN CORNERS
~ COFFEE ROASTERS

Try our delicious espresso drinks and
our single brewed by cup coffee

® Baked Goods
o Cold Brew & Coffee

o Frozen Blended Coffee
Drinks & Smoothies

169 . Fairmount Ave., Lakewood, NY 14750 - 716-763-7777
Mon. - Sat. 8:30 am - 2:00 pm - Closed Sunday
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“It’s just been so fulfilling
and gratifying to not only
hear from the fellows, some
who may be immigrants
from Kenya or come from
broken homes, and to hear
how getting a new cello
or new bow or being able
to audition and be placed
in a youth orchestra com-
pletely changes their lives
and gives them more mo-
tivation, more confident in
themselves,” Cox said.

When he realized music
could grant him opportu-
nities to travel, he said it
became “the first medium
that helped (him) explore
the outside world.”

“It seemed like it wasn't a
job, but this sort of lifestyle
where now I find myself liv-
ing in Berlin, Germany, and
traveling to France, Finland,
to Norway and these plac-

es through music,” Cox said.
“Not only do I think it’s the
greatest of the arts, but it
also makes me, I think, a bet-
ter human being. It increases
my understanding, not only
of other people from other
cultures and other parts of
the world, but also my un-
derstanding of myself and
what we are capable of as hu-
man beings and what we're
capable of through music
and how it can bridge divides
and bring us together.”

As a conductor, the mu-
sical path is much different
than playing a single instru-
ment. The process includes
a collaborative element, be-
ing able to see the score,
having everyone’s part and
knowing exactly what each
instrument is doing.

“The orchestra is now
your instrument,” he said
regarding conducting.

“Your range of possibilities
of what you can do with that

Your range of possibilities of what you can do with
that instrument is much greater than what you can do
by playing a single line with the French horn or with
the violin or with the flute. It’s a fantastic opportunity

to work with everyone.”

instrument is much great-
er than what you can do by
playing a single line with the
French horn or with the vio-
lin or with the flute,” Cox said.
“It’s a fantastic opportunity to
work with everyone.”

His return to Chautau-
qua includes selections
from Richard Wagner and
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky,
who each hold a signifi-

—RODERICK COX
Guest Conductor,
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra

cance to Cox within his
musical career.

The evening will begin
with Wagner’s Tannhauser
Overture, based on the char-
acter Tannhauser from the
composer’s opera. This over-
ture tells the character’s sto-
ry of lust, love and redemp-
tion. Like many overtures,
Wagner’s piece encompasses
important themes into one

composition. The selec-
tion includes the Pilgrims’
Chorus, written in the cho-
rale style of 1.S. Bach, highly
chromatic music associated
with the sensuous world of
Venusberg and Tannhéuser’s
ode to Venus.

The overture was the
first piece Cox conducted
at Chautauqua while he was
a David Effron Conducting
Fellow. Nearly 12 years lat-
er, Cox gets to conduct the
piece again, but this time
with the CSO.

He said it “means a lot to
me to bring back this over-
ture” and is “delighted to
meet the Chautauqua au-
dience, the musicians and
share music with them.”

Also featured on the
program is Tchaikovsky’s
Symphony No. 5 in E Mi-
nor. Many of Tchaikovsky’s
works were inspired by
Wagner, making the two an
ideal pairing.

With four distinct move-
ments, Symphony No. 5 is
considered a cyclical sym-
phony with a recurring fate
main theme throughout all
four movements. The feel-
ing behind this selection
includes a narrative para-
digm called per aspera ad
astra, or tragic to trium-
phant. As the theme con-
tinues to be heard, it makes
a transition in the final
movement from minor to
major signifying triumph.

Cox recalled that
Tchaikovsky's music in-
spired him all those years
ago to pursue a conducting
career in classical music.

“I think it takes us into
a different realm of his life
as a human being grappling
with fate and destiny,” Cox
said. “You hear that strug-
gle in this music so vivid-
ly - the struggle from de-
pression and hopelessness
eventually, to triumph.”

SMITH

FROM PAGE1

In 2015, she released Notes
from the Field, compiling
hundreds of interviews on
the school-to-prison pipe-
line. Her most recent stage
production, the play focus-
es on young people in the
criminal justice system and
“how youth try to make it
through,” Smith said.

“My work is about look-
ing for not just what people
say, but how they say it,” she
said. “Hopefully, I can re-
cord something that is said
in a very compelling way.”

Smith described her pro-
cess as “going person to per-
son and asking them to tell
me stories about things that
have affected their lives,”

she said, and will take the
opportunity this morning to
discuss what she’s learned
about the beauty and ele-
gance of human expression.

“One of the great things
about coming to Chautauqua
is ... it’s an audience of people
who want to spend time to-
gether and share ideas,” Smith
said. She will share her latest
projects, surrounding youth
and the challenges they face,
during Chautauqua’s week on
democracy, and explore the
factors that inhibit it.

“A healthy democracy is
an educated democracy,
and (one) where there’s op-
portunity,” Smith said, and
she often investigates de-
mocracy and peace in her
socially engaged plays.

“Most theater commu-
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nities are always asking
the question, ‘How can we
be of use to our communi-
ty?”” she said. Smith her-
self has long been involved
in the work of creating art
that engages with society,
founding the Institute on
the Arts and Civic Dialogue
in 1997 as a community of
artists across art forms
to support projects to il-
luminate social problems
in America, while inviting
public engagement.

“The art was only one part
of it. The other part of it was
the nature of the discussion.
Now, that’s not unusual at
all,” Smith said, with audi-
ence interaction becoming
more robust and expressive
with each production.

In spring 2023, her first

My work is about looking for not just what people say, but how they say it.”

opera project, Proximity,
was produced in Chicago
and focuses on gun violence
among young people in that
city. Working on the project
was “a very dynamic expe-
rience,” Smith said. “I still
have that in my mind.”

Her current work in prog-
ress in Baltimore, Smith said,
involves “interviewing some
young ladies in high school”
whom she worked with last

year. Now, she’s crafting a
new play with their words
and stories.

In her lecture this morn-
ing, Smith will describe
what she calls “performance
as a way of knowing” and her
work “using performance
techniques to learn more
about how these young peo-
ple see the world.”

From conducting count-
less interviews across de-

—ANNA DEAVERE SMITH
Actor, Playwright

cades of work, Smith said
she’s realized the simplest
questions are often the best
to get at the heart of a per-
son’s struggles. Just asking,
“what happened?” can elicit
the most candid responses.

“If T have a theory at all”
she said, “it’s that if some-
thing did happen, this type of
expressive and — what I would
consider beautiful — language
just comes forward.”

HUSSAIN

FROM PAGE1

Hussain co-founded Reviv-
ing the Islamic Sisterhood
for Empowerment in 2016,
serving as its leader until
2022. During one of the or-
ganization’s programs, she
said she realized there was
“a strong need to help Mus-
lim women figure out how to
strengthen their infrastruc-
ture and build their capacity
for their nonprofit.”
“Because of the success
I had with my nonprofit, I
really wanted to share that
knowledge, and help other
Muslim women be able to
really grow their own non-
profit organizations and be
able to give back,” Hussain
said. “This is my way of giv-
ing back, is by having this
sort of consulting arm of
sharing that knowledge.”
Hussain is also the
co-founder and a board
member of the Brooklyn

Everybody should really be able to practice that form of empathy, so that we can
build better bridges of understanding and continue to have a very pluralistic and

democratic society.”

Park Islamic Center.
“Almost 10 years ago we
realized the Muslim popu-
lation in the city of Brook-
lyn Park was really grow-
ing, and many of us had to
leave the city in order to
find a place to worship,”
Hussain said. “I remem-
ber just thinking like, how
I can drive down the street
and pass three or four dif-
ferent types of churches,
and I was almost jealous -
what is it like to have your
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—NAUSHEENA HUSSAIN
Co-Founder,

Reviving the Islamic Sisterhood for Empowerment

place of worship walking
distance from you? That'’s
got to be really powerful in
building community.”

Hussain said a group of
families got together and
started to pool money, “to
build a community first and
the center second.” Now,
the group has bought a
building.

“We have this Brooklyn
Park Islamic Center locat-
ed literally a mile and a
half away from my house.
I could walk to it,” Hussain
said. “It’s been nice to have
a prayer space and meeting
space.”

In her talk, Hussain said
she will start by describing
what freedom of expres-
sion means “in the context
of what’s happening in the
United States,” and looking
at it within her own experi-
ences and the Muslim com-
munity.

“I'm hoping that I can get
to be able to tell stories of
just how Muslims in Minne-
sota have been able to ex-
press their religious beliefs
in the context of what the
Constitution gives us a right
over,” Hussain said, “as well

CHAUTAUQUA

as talk about when those
freedoms have been sort of
violated and challenged.”

Hussain said she also
wants to discuss working
with other marginalized
communities and other faith
groups, to “be able to pre-
serve that freedom of ex-
pression,” give examples of
positive stories, and high-
light the importance of free-
dom of expression and its
importance to our society.

Hussain hopes attendees
of her talk will gain a bet-
ter understanding of her
experiences and how she
navigates the world “being
a Muslim, Indian, brown,
Hijab-wearing woman, but
also having a very Ameri-
can identity, living in the
Midwest and being in the
nonprofit sector.”

Relating to other peo-
ple’s lived experiences in-
vokes empathy, she said.

“Everybody should real-
ly be able to practice that
form of empathy,” Hussain
said, “so that we can build
better bridges of under-
standing and continue to
have a very pluralistic and
democratic society.”

FOUNDATION

“As a volunteer fundraiser, | know that every form of philanthropy
Chautauqua receives is essential. The last several years have
provided ample evidence of the particular importance of our

endowment. From the pandemic, to environmental events, to new

financial pressures, Chautauqua is increasingly confronted by a
variety of unpredictable threats. The one sure approach for
mitigating such risks is to have a dependable revenue source that
can provide reliable support for the core operations and activities
of the Institution. That source is the endowment.”

— Tim Renjilian

Board Chair, Chautauqua Foundation
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Gallo to translate hidden language of flowers for BTG

MARIIA NOVOSELIA
STAFF WRITER

What's a good way of declar-
ing true love that was born
at first sight? Victorians —
and those who attend Mimi
Gallo’s lecture — would know
the answer is a bouquet of
coreopsis, forget-me-nots
and blue violets.

Co-founder of Art Part-
ners and chair of the Asian
Art and History program
at Artis-Naples, Gallo will
give this week’s Bird, Tree
& Garden Club Brown Bag,
“The Language of Flowers,”
at 12:15 p.m. today in Smith
Wilkes Hall.

In the Victorian era, Gal-
lo said, it was imperative to
learn symbolic meanings
of different flowers - “if
(someone) gives you a bou-
quet, you need to know
what that means.”

For example, blue vio-
lets meant love, much like
forget-me-nots that ex-
pressed sincerity of the
sentiment, while a core-
opsis represented love at
first sight, according to a
handout Gallo will use in
her lecture.

Victorians, however, were
not the only people who at-
tributed different meanings
to plants and flowers, she
said. A lotus, for example,
plays a special role in Chi-
nese culture and is often as-
sociated with Buddha.

“(Lotuses)  grow in
swamps and muck, which
is just representing every-
thing awful and evil in the
world; and then out of that
comes this beautiful, white,
pristine flower. You can see
that it had a lot of meaning
to people,” Gallo said.

Lotuses, she said, are
usually the starting point
of her lectures. From there,
she will talk about the “four
gentlemen” in Chinese
culture - bamboo, which
many don’t even consider a
flower, she said, as well as

plum blossoms, chrysan-
themums and wild orchids.
Plum blossoms, she said,
usually bloom very early
in the season while there
is still snow on the ground
or the branches, whereas
chrysanthemums are the
last flower to bloom before
winter.

Flowers can also have a
medicinal meaning, which
Gallo will explain during
her talk. She said pansies,
for instance, were often be-
lieved to cure heart-related
troubles because of their
resemblance to the organ.

“As far as I know, I don't
think it really worked,” Gallo
said. “But the power of belief
can make it work just as well.”

“The language of flow-
ers,” she said, will also
touch on some important
artists like Claude Monet,
Edouard Manet and Ra-
chel Ruysch, a “great wom-
an painter of still-lives,”
whose “Flowers in a Glass
Vase” Gallo will discuss in
her lecture.

Popular and expensive,
like other works by Ruysch,
“Flowers in a Glass Vase”
depicts a variety of plants,
including tulips, poppies,
peonies and lilies, with in-
sects intertwined between
the blossoms, as well as fruit
and vegetables by the vase.

Because Ruysch paint-
ed from real flowers and a
lot of flowers in the picture
bloom at different times of
year, Gallo said, sometimes
a painting like “Flowers in a
Glass Vase” would take her
two years.

Tulips, depicted in the
artwork, were particularly
popular at the time, Gal-
lo said. Infected by a virus
that gave them signature
stripes, Gallo said they
were sold for about $1,500,
which was equivalent to a
house back then.

The painting, Gallo said,
has both actively blooming

as well as wilting flowers,
which represents the flow
of life.

“You might be beautiful
today, but tomorrow you're
going to be ugly, old and
dead,” she said.

Gallo will also discuss
Georgia O'Keeffe, who cre-
ated more than 100 paint-
ings of huge flowers in her
lifetime. Gallo said O’Keef-
fe wanted to paint flowers
so “big and outrageous”
New Yorkers would stop
and see them. And they did,
she said.

One of Gallo’s passions
is women artists, who she
said were largely left out
of art history books until
1982, despite some of them
attending art schools like
the University of Bologna
around the late 1400s.

“When (O'Keeffe) was
painting, she didn't want
to be the greatest woman
artist, she wanted to be the
greatest artist of her time,”
Gallo said. “It shouldn’t
make any difference wheth-
er youre a man or a woman.
That’s probably one of my
favorite topics because it
just makes you proud to be
a woman. These women did
all these things and threw
all kinds of diversity; and
they were very successful
and really geniuses, but not
recognized.”

When she was teach-
ing art appreciation, Gallo
would ask her students to
ponder: “If I was a butterfly
landing on these flowers,
what would it be like?” Ac-
tively involved in the Chagrin
Falls School system, Gallo
said she was approached by
the curriculum director and
asked to create an art ap-
preciation program.

“The only reason, I think,
she asked me is because she
knew I would do it,” Gallo
said, noting that she was
not a teacher and didn't
have an art history degree

GALLO

(Lotuses) grow in swamps and muck, which is just representing everything awful
and evil in the world; and then out of that comes this beautiful, white, pristine
flower. You can see that it had a lot of meaning to people.”

— she studied journalism at
Northwestern University in
Illinois. So she went around
and talked to teachers to
“see what they want” in or-
der to make the art appre-
ciation program tie in with
history, social studies, lan-
guage and so on.

Soon, Gallo said she
found a business partner,
with whom she started
a nonprofit organization
called Art Partners.

“We would train teach-
ers to incorporate art ap-
preciation into the aca-
demic classroom and write
programs that fit their

school curriculum, because
if it doesn’t fit in with what
theyre doing, they don't
have the time to do all this
extracurricular stuff; but
if it’s going to enhance the
curriculum, then they’ll
use it,” she said.

Later, Gallo started
sharing her knowledge
about art with adults. While
not teaching, she is cur-
rently chairing a program
on Asian art and history.
Every year, she said, the
committee of eight people,
who “have lived all over the
world,” chooses a theme
and tries to find speakers

—MIMI GALLO
Co-founder,
Art Partners

that can cover it.

In this year’s “Buddhas,
Beasts and Beliefs,” the
program will touch on the
spread of Buddhism from
India to Mongolia, and the
changes that the religion
underwent on the journey
among other topics, she said.

Gallo said she hopes
her BTG Brown Bag and
“the little nitty gritty tid-
bits” that she’ll share about
plants in gardens and on
canvases will make garden-
ing for Chautauquans more
interesting and personal.
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Overture to the opera
‘Tannhauser’

Richard Wagner

(Wilhelm) Richard Wag-
ner was born in Leipzig,
Germany on May 22, 1813,
and died in Venice, Italy,
on Feb. 13, 1883. He was the
most important composer of
German opera in the latter
half of the 19th century. His
crowning achievement was
the Ring of the Nibelung, a
four-opera epic that occu-
pied him from the late 1840s
until its premiere in the
summer of 1876 in an opera
house in Bayreuth built to
his own specifications. His
opera, Tannhiuser, blends
together history with Ger-
manic mythology, weaving
a tale of an historical me-
dieval Minnesinger into an
allegory representing the
tension between spirituali-
ty and sexuality. The over-
ture is scored for piccolo,
two flutes, two oboes, two
clarinets, two bassoons, four
horns, two trumpets, three
trombones, tuba, timpani,
percussion and strings.
Wagner's opera, Tann-
hduser, or the Song Contest
at the Wartbug, is a work
that received more revi-
sions than any of his other
compositions. The compli-
cated history, however, can
be reduced to two essential
versions: Dresden (1845) and
Paris (1861). In the end, the
composer never felt satis-
fied, wistfully musing that
he still owed the world his
true Tannhduser. The op-
era represents a stage of his
evolution in which he moves
from the purely mythological
Fliegende Holldnder (Flying
Dutchman) to a mixture of
mythology and history. The
title character, as well as
many of the other characters
who populate the real Wart-
burg of Germany, with the
mythological grotto of the
goddess, Venus. Each locale
represents its own expres-

sion of love; the carnal and
sexually charged world of Ve-
nus, and the medieval Chris-
tian world dominated by the
spiritual ethos of agape. The
title character, a medieval
Minnesiner (knightly poet/
singer) has strayed from the
Wartburg, but longs to re-
turn to his former life and
love, represented by the
character Elisabeth.

The tension between the
two worlds is given clear
representation in the opera’s
overture. The first part pres-
ents a hymn in triple meter,
representing the music as-
sociated with the penitent
sinners’ pilgrimage to Rome.
The opening four phrases
of this chaste tune remains
squarely within the notes
contained within the home
key of E-flat major, while the
next phrases introduce de-
scending chromatic pitches
that lie outside of it. In this
way, Wagner immediately
creates a contrast between
spiritual purity and sinful-
ness. The hymn grows loud-
er before it begins to retreat.
The second part, cast in the
key of E major, represents
the music of the Venusberg
— the seat of the mytholog-
ical goddess of carnal love.
This is the world into which
the title character has fall-
en, but from which he now
wishes to escape. The climax
of this highly chromatic and
agitated section is the quota-
tion from the opera in which
Tannhduser sings his praise
of Venus. Just as in the op-
era itself, however, the Min-
nesinger wishes to return to
his former life of chaste love,
as the final part of the over-
ture returns to the opening
hymn. Despite Venus’ warn-
ing to Tannhduser that his
associates in the Wartburg
will never accept him, and
the denial from the Pope in
Rome of forgiveness of his
sins, the intercession of Elis-
abeth vouches safe his ulti-
mate redemption.

SYMPHONY NOTES

BY DAVID B. LEVY

Symphony No. 5 in E
Minor, Op. 64
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
was born on May 7, 1840, in
Votinsk, Russia, and died
on Nov. 6, 1893, in Saint Pe-
tersburg. He remains one of
the most popular compos-
ers of all time, beloved es-
pecially for his symphonies,
ballets and concertos. His
Symphony No. 5 received its
first performance on Nov.
16, 1888, with the composer
conducting. Despite its ini-
tial lukewarm reception, it
has become an important
staple of the symphonic rep-
ertory. The work is scored
for three flutes (piccolo), two
oboes, two clarinets, two
bassoons, four horns, two
trumpets, three trombones,
tuba, timpani and strings.
Tchaikovsky’s Fourth and
Fifth Symphonies are sepa-
rated by a hiatus of 11 years,
during which time the com-
poser underwent major per-
sonal crises, chief among
them being his impetuous
decision to wed Antonina
Milyukova in 1877. This re-
lationship inevitably led to
a dissolution of the mar-
riage, but it was only after
Antonina gave birth in 1881
to an illegitimate child that
Tchaikovsky had the legal
grounds to file for divorce.
Antonina entered into the
marriage fully aware of
Tchaikovsky’s homosexuality
and it is hard to understand
why either of them chose
to become involved in this

ill-fated relationship. Tsarist
Russian society would never
condone homosexuality, and
perhaps the composer mar-
ried in order to stave off ru-
mors of his true sexual orien-
tation. This unhappy period
in Tchaikovsky’s life result-
ed in few successful major
compositions, with his Vio-
lin Concerto and Piano Trio
being the most conspicuous
exceptions. Confidence be-
gan to return to the compos-
er in 1884, although his self-
doubts about successfully
handling larger multi-move-
ment compositions such as
symphonies persisted.
Tchaikovsky’s way of deal-
ing with his doubts was to
work through them, and the
composition of his Fifth Sym-
phony is a fine example of just
how well he could do so. The
four movements of the work
are, as is the case with the
Fourth Symphony, linked by a
common motto. According to
Gerald Abraham, this solemn
theme was derived from the
melody “Turn not into sor-
row,” from Mikhail Glinka's
opera A Life for the Tsar,
which invites one to look for
a programmatic interpreta-
tion of the symphony. As is
the case with Tchaikovsky’s
other symphonies, howev-
er, the real drama lies with-
in the music itself. The first
movement begins with an
Andante introduction that
presents the motto, played
by two clarinets in their low
register. The main body, Al-
legro con anima, introduces
a melancholy dance theme

in the clarinet and bassoon.
Tchaikovsky creates a sense
of growth by means of repe-
tition, each time reinforcing
the theme with additional
orchestral colors until the
entire orchestra joins in for
its most powerful statement.
This quickly dissipates and a
wind-string dialogue ensues,
followed by a lyrical, synco-
pated tune. The exposition
closes with a brilliant flour-
ish, which itself is continued
by the horns to usher in the
development section. The
coda begins in similar fash-
ion, but yields finally to the
somber color of the bassoon,
timpani, and lower strings.
The second movement,
Andante cantabile, con al-
cuna licenza (“with some
liberties”) begins with the
lower strings imitating the
sounds of an organ playing
a hymn. This frames the
presentation of the popular
tune sung by the solo horn.
The violins and violas offer
a second tune, which builds
to a sonorous peak before
relaxing into yet another
new — more melancholy —
theme in the clarinet, fol-
lowed by the bassoon. This
new theme also builds to
a climax, but is interrupt-
ed by the motto from the
first movement. Broad piz-
zicato chords prepare for
a restatement of the horn
theme, now taken over by
the violins. Trombone and
bassoons thunder the mot-
to a last time before the
movement comes to a close.
The Allegro moderato
third movement is a waltz. A
letter from Tchaikovsky to
his patron Madame Nadia
von Meck reveals that the
lilt of this tune was inspired
by the gait of a young man
the composer saw while
in Florence. The bassoon
takes center stage with a
lyrical solo comprised of
wide leaps and syncopated
rhythms. The bouncing lilt
of the strings provides con-
trast in the central (Trio)

section, an articulation that
forms a delightful counter-
point to the return of the
waltz. The sole disturbing
element of this whimsical
dance is the statement of
the motto in the coda by the
clarinet and bassoon.

The finale begins, Andan-
te maestoso, with a nostalgic
transformation of the mot-
to in E major — a forecast of
the apotheosis to come. The
Allegro vivace, however, un-
leashes a sonata form move-
ment of tremendous power
and drama that returns us
to the minor mode. Timpani
and bassoons hammer out a
pulsating ostinato that leads
to a new melody, reminiscent
of Robert Schumann’s style.
The exposition ends with a
reprise of the motto. As one
might expect, the coda is de-
voted almost exclusively to
the motto, and it begins with
a slower speed (Poco meno
mosso), but gets faster as it
approaches what seems to be
its conclusion. A new tem-
po, Moderato assai e molto
maestoso, brings in the mot-
to accompanied by a trip-
let figure in the winds. The
Presto section reintroduces
the Schumannesque theme
once again before one final
change of tempo, Molto meno
mosso, presents an apotheo-
sis of — not the motto — but
the dance theme of the first
movement, now proudly pa-
raded by winds and brass.

David B. Levy is profes-
sor emeritus of music at
Wake Forest University. He
holds a doctorate in musi-
cology from the University
of Rochester and remains
actively involved in schol-
arly pursuits. His primary
focus has been on the music
of Ludwig van Beethoven,
about which he has pub-
lished numerous articles
and a book, Beethoven’s
Ninth Symphony, published
by Yale University Press.
He will give a Pre-Concert
Lecture at 6:45 p.m. tonight
in Hultquist 101.

Former U.S. Deputy Attorney General Thompson to discuss anti-Semitism, criminal justice reform

At 3:30 p.m. today in the
Hall of Philosophy, Chabad
Jewish House will present
its final lecture of the 2023
Jewish Lecture Series, fo-
cused on anti-Semitism and
criminal justice reform. The
talk will be given by Larry D.
Thompson.

In the 1980s, Thompson

served as the U.S. Attorney
for the Northern District of
Georgia and, in 2001, served
as the U.S. Deputy Attor-
ney General under President
George W. Bush, who later
named him to lead the Se-
curity Coordination Council
and the Corporate Fraud Task
Force. Thompson led the es-
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tablishment of the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Attorney
Outreach Program, which
resulted in the recruitment
of attorneys from a wide-
range of ethnic, economic,
geographic and racial back-
grounds. About a decade ago,
Thompson was recruited to
represent Sholom Rubashkin,
which he did pro bono.

“It was during that case,”
Thompson said, “that I en-
countered prosecutorial
misconduct — a claim that
was echoed and signed on by
dozens of former high-rank-
ing officials from the Justice
department — as well as bla-
tant anti-Semitism.”

This case, as well as oth-

ers, propelled Thompson
into advocacy for criminal
justice reform and sentenc-
ing and corrections reforms.
He was a strong advocate
for what eventually became
the First Step Act. An ini-
tial version of the First Step
Act was introduced on May
7, 2018. The bill passed the
House of Representatives by
a 360-to-59 bipartisan vote
the same day.

Many congressional
members, including Rep.
Jerry Nadler (D-NY.), ac-
knowledged that though
the bill did not include sen-
tencing reform as some

would have liked, it was an
“important first step” that
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and Erie, PA Areas
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ClearViewNyllc@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook
@ Clear View Window Washing

ALSO HOUSE
CLEANING SERVICES

was able to unify divergent
groups. On Dec. 18, 2018,
the revised First Step Act
passed the U.S. Senate on a
bipartisan 87-to-12 vote. The
act was signed by the pres-
ident on Dec. 21, 2018, and
became public law. Current-
ly, Thompson serves on the
boards of the Center for Jus-
tice and Human Dignity and
the Aleph Institute, a Jew-
ish organization dedicated
to assisting and caring for
the well-being of members
of specific populations that
are isolated from the reg-
ular community: U.S. mil-
itary personnel, prisoners
and people institutionalized,
where he represents cli-
ents from an array of back-

grounds, pro bono. Recently,
Thompson was appointed
by the American Bar Asso-
ciation as a member of its
Task Force for American De-
mocracy following a lifelong
of distinguished work and
recipient of many awards.
Among them: Outstanding
Litigator Award by the Fed-
eral Bar Association and the
A. T. Walden Award for out-
standing accomplishments
to the legal profession by the
Gate City Bar Association in
Atlanta. In 2010, while work-
ing for Pepsico, the publi-
cation Ethisphere described
Thompson as “one of the
most respected and admired
general counsel in business
today.”

THE ATHENAEUM HOTEL « ESTABLISHED 1881

WINDOW WASHING
716-640-9105

James Waterman
Owner

yy
Intermezzo

BAR & SOCIAL CLUB

MEYER » GREESON - PAULLIN « BENSON

Open to the Public
Bar Mon-Sat4-11PM
Dining room Tues - Sat 5-9PM

In the Concourse of the St. EImo
EAT, DRINK AND BE SOCIAL

Weddings at Chautauqua

. . . A perfect setting for a * Full wedding
Available for parties, rehearsal dinners beautiful wedding is the venue services
and small weddings Athenaeum Hotel « Event

at Chautauqua Institution. consultation

September — June
Call 716-237-7029 for information
and reservations

e Group
room rates

For more information, call our
Wedding and Events Specialist
directly at 716.357.6389 or
email weddings@chq.org

e Elegant cuisine

HISTORICALLY
RENOVATIONS,

...................................

ACCURATE HOUSES,
AND ADDITIONS.

Photo: AlekseyK Photography

VISIT US ONLINE AT ATHENAEUM.CHQ.ORG




Tuesday, August 15, 2023

The Chautauquan Daily - www.chqdaily.com

Page 7

RELIGION

Is Jesus at the center of your vision for new heaven and earth, Lamar asks

he Rev William Lamar IV was leaving Washington

D.C,, the capital of the American empire, via auto.

It is a city he loves and loathes. “Traffic was as

slow as cold grits. It moved at a glacial pace like
frozen molasses,” he said.

Church had started at 10 a.m. and was over by 11:24 a.m.
and he was on the road at 12:17 p.m. “marching, marching,
marching on a beautiful vacation,” he said. “Willie ‘When
I Die Roll Me Up and Smoke Me’ Nelson was on the radio
and I was singing along to ‘On the Road Again.’ Then I got a
phone call from a congregant, the last person I wanted to
have a conversation with.”

Lamar preached at the 9:15 a.m. Monday morning
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was
“Take Your Scroll,” and the scripture reading was Revela-
tion 5:1-14.

The caller was “a well-respected, bespoke-wearing, pub-
lished preacher who worshiped online and had retired 10
years before,” Lamar said. “He was calling to critique, offer
suggestions, review, whatever euphemism you want, the
sermon for the day.”

The retired preacher said the guest preacher did a great
job, except he did not give a clear or convincing claim for
Jesus'’ centrality to the faith. Lamar thought to himself, “I
was not preaching that day so the critique was easier to
hear. This man was retired and his time in the pulpit on
Sunday was past. He was like an armchair quarterback,
sure he knew how to win the Super Bowl.”

But Lamar admitted, “He was right about the preach-
er and about me. If we talk too much about Jesus at
Chautauqua, will people consider us to be conservative
evangelicals with a malfunctioning GPS that brought us
to Chautauqua?”

In seminary, Lamar said when people talked too much
about Jesus, they were given books to make them more ur-
bane and theologically adept. “The name of Jesus has been
chewed, digested and excreted by those who are far away
from his message.”

The name of Jesus has been used for profit, to justify the
conquest of lands and people, and the commodification of
human life. “The name of Jesus is attached to every depre-
dation of human life to this very day,” he said.

The capitalist who refuses to pay a living wage, or
provide healthcare for workers, still gets communion in
the name of Jesus. White nationalists storm state and
national capitols, defecate and urinate in the hall of Con-
gress and pray in the name of Jesus. The name of Jesus
has been jingoized Lee Greenwood-style to say that God
loves America more than any other country.

“The name of Jesus has been militarized because Jesus
surely totes an assault-style military weapon and blasts all

c Py
MORNING WORSHIP

COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

border-crossers and milquetoast, tree-hugging, Chautau-
qua-attending, eggheaded, critical race theory-expound-
ing, LGBTQIA+ loving, limousine liberals to smithereens,”

Lamar said.

He continued, “Is it just me or are there others who have
grown weary of the way the name of Jesus is deployed
around the globe? Is the sum total of faith to call upon the
name of Jesus and sing saccharine, theologically bankrupt
songs, buy religious kitsch? Can we resist the fascist, ho-
mophobic calls to ‘Make America Great Again,’ an America
that never existed for all?”

Lamar continued to ask questions. Does Jesus show up
at 9:15 a.m. in the Amp when he is present in the scripture
text or do we disappear him because of fear or sophistry?
Have we ghosted Jesus?

“Jesus is surrounded by hijackers and mercenaries, but it is
his perichoretic dance with the first and third persons of the
Trinity that makes possible a new heaven and a new earth,”
he said. “What will we do? I don’t have a rhetorical answer
for our frailty. I don't have a self-help answer from Christian
books that clutter our shelves and our souls. We make it im-
possible for the improvisational Spirit to transform our lives.”

John the Revelator saw Jesus in a poetic, phantasmagori-
cal vision. “Are we still the church if Jesus is not the center
of our vision?” Lamar asked. “Revolutionary justice is who
Jesus is. As the rock group the Police said, ‘Every breath
you take, every move you make ...”

In a vision of blinding beauty, John saw a scroll in the
right hand of the enthroned one, a scroll “that has belts
and suspenders around it, the seven seals that protect
the purpose God has for creation,” he said. “In John’s
theopoetic vision, the scroll holds the destiny of the
world. We must fall into the mystery in order to exert
energy. As James Brown said, you have to ‘break out in a
cold sweat.””

The world does not need more words; the world needs
more co-laborers who will build new worlds, who will

We can't outsource this. God has a scroll with your
name on it. Unleash the destiny that God has for you
and for me.”

—THE REV. WILLIAM LAMAR IV
Chaplain-in-Residence,
Chautauqua Institution

“walk into the New Jerusalem with hammers and nails
and work with God to build new worlds,” Lamar said. “We
have to stop doing the American church thing - ceding
away ethical responsibility. We double our prayers while
we wait for someone else to break into a cold sweat.”

Who is worthy to open the scroll? John wept because
there was no one in heaven or on earth who could open it.
In the vision, one of the elders points to the Lion of Judah.

“That lion was a brutalized, executed, lynched lamb, like
Emmett, like Bonhoeffer, like Addie Mae Collins, Denise
McNair, Carole Robbins and Cynthia Wesley. Like St. Oscar
Romero,” Lamar said.

He continued, “To be worthy, we have to hate weakness
in the church. The Lamb, crusted with blood, walked over
to the throne and took the scroll. He had taken on his des-
tiny, met his destiny.”

Heaven is waiting to sing on our behalf, Lamar said. “We
have to go to heaven and take our scroll with our name on
it. We can't outsource this. God has a scroll with your name
on it. Unleash the destiny that God has for you and for me.
The new heaven and new earth will not come until you take
your scroll. Your scroll is waiting; the destiny of the world
is in your hands.”

The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, senior pastor for
Chautauqua Institution, presided. Melissa Spas, vice
president for religion, read the scripture. The prelude
was “Hézhd,” by Connor Chee, played by Nicholas Stigall,
organ scholar, on the Massey Memorial Organ. The Motet
Choir sang “Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem,” by Charles
Villiers Stanford, under the direction of Joshua Stafford,
director of sacred music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the
Organist and accompanied by Stigall. Stafford played
“Festival Toccata,” by Percy Fletcher, for the postlude.
Support for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is pro-
vided by the Alison and Craig Marthinsen Endowment for
the Department of Religion.

Baptist House

Women of Centerville Baptist
Church in Centerville, Penn-
sylvania, will provide treats at
the social hour today at 3:15
p.m. at the Baptist House. All
are welcome. Following the
social, we gather around the
piano for an old-fashioned
hymn sing.

Blessing and Healing
Service

The Service of Blessing and
Healing, sponsored by the
Department of Religion, takes
place from 10:15 to 10:45 a.m.
weekdays in the Randell
Chapel of the United Church
of Christ Headquarters locat-
ed on Odland Plaza. All are
welcome.

Chautauqua Catholic
Community

Daily Mass is celebrated at
845 am. weekdays in the
Episcopal Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

All are invited to attend
the social hour at 3:15 p.m. to-
day at the Catholic House.

Chabad Jewish House

Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin pres-
ents “Everyday Ethics” from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. today in
the Zigdon Chabad Jewish
House.

Vilenkin presents “Mai-
monides” from 9:15 to 10:15
a.m. Wednesday in ZCJH and
via Zoom.

To log into classes via
Zoom, visit www.cocweb.org.

All  Chautauquans are
welcome at our services. No
membership, background or
affiliation required.

Chabad invites all Chau-
tauquans to join a community
Shabbat dinner at 6:45 p.m.
Friday at the ZCJH. Reserva-
tions are required at www.
cocweb.org/shabbat-dinners.
Email rabbi@cocweb.org or
call 917-364-1013. Fee is $45.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart
Meditation Program

Larry Terkel leads Jewish
and Kabbalah meditation
from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. week-
days in the Presbyterian
House Sanctuary.

Start the morning with
“Movement and Medita-
tion” with Monte Thompson

from 8:15 to 8:45 a.m. Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday
in Grove in front of the Hall
of Philosophy Grove.

Terkel leads a Jewish and
Kabbalah meditation seminar
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. today
in the Hall of Missions.

Kim Hehr leads a thera-
peutic gong meditation from
4:45 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday
in the Hurlbut Sanctuary.

Chautauqua Prays for Peace
Through Compassion

Chautauqua  Prays for
Peace Through Compas-
sion is a communal gather-
ing which takes place from
8:55 to 9 a.m. weekdays
around the Peace Pole in
the Hall of Missions Grove.
The all-faith prayer is led
by a different denomina-
tion each week, and prayer
handouts are distributed
daily. All are welcome.

Christian Science House

Social hour is at 3:15 p.m.
today on the porch. The
Wednesday evening testi-
mony meeting is at 7 p.m.
in the chapel. Readings of
citations from the Bible and
Christian Science textbook
are followed by congre-
gants sharing examples of
benefits of their study in
their daily lives.

All are welcome to use
our Study Room 24/7 for re-
flection and prayer. One may
study this week’s Bible lesson,
“Mind,” read our current and
archived copies of Christian
Science periodicals, including
The Christian Science Moni-
tor, and use computer-based
church resources.

Disciples of Christ
The Buffalo Barn Katz will
present a special con-

cert at the 3:15 p.m. Social
Hour today at the Disciples
Headquarters House, 32
Clark at Janes. Lew Mar-
kle on banjo, Dave Miller
on bass, Rachelle Fran-
cis on autoharp and John
Chynoweth on harmoni-
ca, guitar and percussion
will play many Americana
favorites such as “Little
Mountain Church,” “Jack-
son” and “Harvest Moon.”
Stop by for refreshments
while you tap your toes!

INTERFAITH NEWS

COMPILED BY MEG VIEHE

Everett Jewish Life Center
in Chautauqua

Jonathan Brent discusses
“The Power of Archives and
the Rebirth of Jewish Iden-
tity” at the 12:30 p.m. Brown
Bag today at the Everett
Jewish Life Center. He will
discuss what the YIVO In-
stitute for Jewish Research
is doing to broaden and
deepen the impact of its
discoveries and explain why
these materials may indeed
contain the kernels of the
future rather than simply
remnants of the past.

This season’s Jewish Film
Series continues with the
screening of “Cinema Saba-
ya” at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday
in the EJLCC.

Ecumenical Community of
Chautauqua

The Ecumenical Commu-
nity of Chautauqua invites
you to enjoy lemonade and
homemade cookies at 3:15
p.m. today in front of our
historic buildings, imme-
diately to the left of the
Amphitheater stage. While
mingling with our staff
and guests, you can learn
about our mission of pro-
viding affordable housing
in Chautauqua for people
of all faiths.

Episcopal Chapel of the
Good Shepherd

Holy Eucharist is celebrated
at 745 a.m. weekdays in the
chapel.

Episcopal Cottage

Come and enjoy the hospital-
ity of the Cottage from 3:15 to
4:30 p.m. today.

The Rev. John Kater leads
a discussion of the post-pan-
demic church at 8:30 am.
Wednesday on the porch of
the cottage. All are welcome.

Food Pantry Donations

Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food items
for the Ashville Food Pantry.
Donations may be dropped
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation

Come share your thoughts
about your time at Chau-
tauqua at the “Eva Rosen-
berg Conversation and
Cookies” from 3:15 to 4:15
p.m. today on the porch
of the Everett Jewish Life
Center in Chautauqua.

Jon Allen, ambassador for
Canada to Israel from 2006
to 2010, speaks on “What a
Difference a Year Makes” at
the Lunch and Learn at 12:30
p.m. Wednesday at the Ever-
ett Center for Jewish Life in
Chautauqua Porch.

Hurlbut Church Meal
Ministry

Hurlbut Church is cook-
ing, and everyone’s invited.
The church serves lunch
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
weekdays. All lunches are
served with a beverage and
a freshly baked cookie for
$10. All proceeds benefit the
mission and ministries of
the Hurlbut Church. Meals
are eat-in or takeout.

International Order of The
King’s Daughters and Sons

The Ida A. Vanderbeck Chap-
el on Pratt is open to all for
prayer and meditation from
9 am. to 7 p.m. daily. Please
stop in and sign the register.

Labyrinth

Norma and Wally Rees
lead a Department of Reli-
gion-sponsored orientation
at 6:30 p.m. tonight, rain
or shine. A brief history of
the labyrinth, uses of the
labyrinth and an invitation

to walk the labyrinth are
concluded in time to attend
the evening’s Amphitheater
program. The Chautauqua
Labyrinth is located next to
Turner Community Center.
It is accessible through the
Turner building, or through
the Turner parking lot, if
arriving via Route 394. Bus
and tram services are avail-
able to Turner. Remember
your gate pass. Call at 716-
237-0327 or email 4norma-
rees@gmail.com.

Lutheran House

Be sure to stop by at 3:15
p.m. today at the Luther-
an House for a house social
hosted by members of St.
John’s Lutheran Church in
Erie, Pennsylvania.

Presbyterian House

Presbyterian House invites
all for coffee on the porch fol-
lowing the weekday morning
worship and preceding the
10:45 a.m. lecture.

Religious Society of Friends

(Quakers)

Adria Gulizia, Friend of the
Week (Chaplain), lawyer,
mediator and clerk of the
Board of Advisors of Earlham
School of Religion, speaks at a
“Brown Bag: My Work in the
World” at 12:30 p.m. today at
the Quaker House, 28 Ames.

Join us for Cookies and
Community Care Social
Hour at 3:30 p.m. today at
the Quaker House. Enjoy de-
licious snacks and commu-
nity service as we prepare
bags of consumable supplies
for Chautauqua County resi-
dents. Travel-sized toiletries
are welcome.

Kriss Miller, Friend in
Residence (host), leads
Mindfulness and Mending
at 5 p.m. Wednesday at the
Quaker House.

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Chautauqua
Our social hour is from 3:15
to 4:15 p.m. today on the back
patio of the UU House at 6
Bliss. All are welcome to enjoy
light refreshments and lively
conversation.

United Church of Christ

All are welcome at the Unit-

ed Church of Christ Head-
quarters at 315 p.m. today.
Then, stay as the Rev. Jason
McCullagh shares his faith
journey and leads in an open
discussion on topics relevant
to the week and participants’
interests. Refreshments will
be served.

United Methodist

Join us for Coffee on the
Porch between the morning
worship and the 10:45 a.m.
lecture in the Amphitheater
every weekday.

The Rev. Larry R. Baird
discusses “A Pastor’s Reflec-
tions on Music and Theology”
at the Pastor’s Chat at noon
today on our porch. Enjoy a
pre-ordered lunch or bring
your own.

All are welcome to stop by,
chat and snack at the social
hour at 3 p.m. today on our
porch. Members of Kenmore
(New York) United Methodist
Church will provide punch
and cookies.

The Tuesday Evening Bible
Study will continue at 7 p.m.
tonight in our chapel. The
Rev. Paul Womack, pastor of
Hurlbut Memorial Communi-
ty United Methodist Church,
and Joe Lewis, host of the
Everett Jewish Life Center in
Chautauqua, discuss various
understandings of the Old
Testament Book of Jeremiah.
All are welcome.

Knitting together on the
UMH porch begins at 3 p.m.
Wednesday. All skilled and
novice knitters are welcome.

Unity of Chautauqua

Unity holds a Daily Word
meditation from 8 to 8:30
a.m. weekdays in the Hall
of Missions.

The Rev. James Stacey will
present a Positive Path for
Spiritual Living lecture titled
“The Five Pillars of Unity” at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the
Turner Community Center.
He examines these essential
“foundation stones” that give
the student of Unity not only
power and insight but also
a sense of integrity. Bring a
gate pass.

Women in Ministry

Women in Ministry will meet
12:15 p.m. Wednesday in the
Hall of Missions for a Brown
Bag. All are welcome.
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Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
1 p.m. Thursdays at Chautauqua Sports Club

National Endowment for the Humanities Fund;
Dibert, Gartner funds support Smith’s presentation

The National Endowment
for the Humanities Fund, the
Winifred S. Dibert Fund for
Chautauqua and the Joseph
and Anna Gartner Endow-
ment Fund provide support
for the lecture by Anna Dea-
vere Smith at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater.
The National Endowment
for the Humanities Fund was
created through an award to
the Chautauqua Foundation

in 1980 as part of the Second
Century Campaign.
Winifred Dibert, who
died in fall 2005, was a
longtime supporter of the
Institution and was one
of four major donors who
made possible the trans-
formation of Normal Hall
into Bratton Theater. Dib-
ert moved to Jamestown,
New York, in 1941 with her
husband Clyde Crawford

to run Crawford Furniture
Company. Crawford died
in 1968, and in 1975, she
married Grant Dibert. Mrs.
Dibert served on the boards
of directors of the Warner
Home, Creche, WCA Hos-
pital, and many other com-
munity organizations. She
became a major contribu-
tor to the Jamestown Boys’
& Girls’ Club. In recognition
of her generous support,

the club was renamed the
Winifred Crawford Dibert
Boys’ & Girls’ Club.

The Joseph and Anna
Gartner Endowment Fund
was established by the
Gartner’s  grandchildren,
current Chautauquans, to
foster understanding, re-
spect and tolerance among
people of diverse cultural,
religious and ethnic nation-
al backgrounds.

Logan, Loynd funds provide for CSO performance

The Helen T. Logan Fund for
the Chautauqua Symphony
Orchestra and the Loynd
Family Fund provide support
for the orchestra’s perfor-
mance at 8:15 p.m. tonight in
the Amphitheater.

The Helen T. Logan Fund
was established by gener-

ous gifts from Harry and
Kay Logan in 1988 as part of
Chautauqua’s “Overture to
the Future Campaign.” This
fund was created to express
the deep appreciation and
commitment of the Logans
to the CSO and to highlight
its centrality to the artistic

life of Chautauqua.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Loynd
established the Loynd Fam-
ily Fund before Mr. Loynd’s
death in 1984. Jack Loynd was
an attorney in Pittsburgh
who spent the majority of his
career as vice president of
industrial and labor relations

for Allegheny Industries and
Allegheny Ludlum in Pitts-
burgh. He participated ac-
tively on charitable and civ-
ic boards in the Pittsburgh
area. Mr. Loynd and his wife,
Eva Marie, purchased their
Chautauqua home in 1977
Mrs. Loynd died in 2007.

Nilsen Fund provides support for Hussain, Premawardhana

The Nilsen Family Fund for
Religious Programming
provides support for Inter-
faith Lecture by Naushee-
na Hussain at 2 p.m. today
in the Hall of Philosophy, as
well as the Interfaith Lec-
ture by Devaka Premaward-
hana on Aug. 22.

Joanna Nilsen has deep
roots in Chautauqua that
go back to the 1930s, when
her parents, Larry and Ha-
zelbelle Knecht, first visited.
Ken first came to Chautau-
qua to meet Joanna's parents

in 1968, and the couple have
visited Chautauqua most
years since then.

Ken has enjoyed the di-
versity of offerings: lec-
tures, concerts, tennis and
golf. He especially enjoys
the Interfaith Lectures and
the religion section in the
Chautauqua Bookstore. He
has used books by many of
the religious speakers who
visit Chautauqua in an adult
class that he has led in their
church for over 20 years.
The couple supports the re-

ligion lectures because they
see a role for Chautauqua
in providing resources and
ideas that can be brought
back to local congregations
and communities.

Ken studied Civil Engi-
neering at Northeastern
University, and Operations
Research as well as Ac-
counting and Finance at
NYU. He worked at a major
engineering firm and later at
the Management Consulting
Division of Peat Marwick in
New York before founding

the Nilsen Management Co.,
a real estate investment and
management firm, in 1983.
Joanna is a graduate of Mt.
Union College and Union
Theological Seminary. She is
retired after having served
some 50 years as minister
of music for various con-
gregations in the New York
metropolitan area. Ken and
Joanna have three children
and five grandchildren, who
visit Chautauqua when their
busy schedules permit.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: THE SUMMER NIGHT
IS LIKE A PERFECTION OF THOUGHT.

— WALLACE STEVENS

SUDOKU

Sudoku is a humber-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 fo
9 in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level
of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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Jacob Mchangama, CEO of Justitia and author of Free Speech: A Global History from Socrates to Social Media, speaks on the state of free speech in his lecture Monday in the Amphitheater.

Opening week, Mchangama declares {ree speech recession

ALTON NORTHUP
STAFF WRITER

The world has entered a
free speech recession as
censorship rises, said Jacob
Mchangama.

“One of the concerning
things of the current free
speech recession is that
democracies are contribut-
ing to it,” he said.

Mchangama, a lawyer
and CEO of think tank Jus-
titia, spoke on the history
of free speech and why pro-
tecting it matters in his lec-
ture, “The Free Speech Re-
cession and How to Reverse
It,” at 10:45 a.m. Monday in
the Amphitheater to open
the Chautauqua Lecture
Series Week Eight theme,
“Freedom of Expression,
Imagination, and the Resil-
ience of Democracy.”

In 2005, the Danish
newspaper Jyllands-Posten
drew global controversy
after publishing a dozen
editorial cartoons, most-
ly depicting Muhammed,
founder and major prophet
of Islam who many consid-
er it blasphemy to visually
depict. Despite protests
from Islamic leaders in the
country, lawsuits, requests
to meet with diplomatic
representatives from Mus-
lim-majority countries, and
multiple terrorist attacks,
the Danish government re-
fused to intervene in the
publisher’s speech.

Former Danish Prime
Minister Anders Fogh Ras-
mussen  described the
events as “Denmark’s worst
international relations in-
cident since the Second
World War” in an interview
with Big Think.

However, the country’s

support for free speech
seems to have waned,
Mchangama said. After

months of far-right activ-
ist-led Quran burnings in

the country earlier this
year, Danish Foreign Minis-
ter Lars Lgkke Rasmussen,
of no relation to Fogh Ras-
mussen, announced on July
30 that the government will
“explore the possibility of
intervening in special situ-
ations where, for instance,
other countries, cultures,
and religions are being in-
sulted, and where this could
have significant negative
consequences for Denmark.”

The move came after
15 countries condemned
Denmark, resulting in the
summons of ambassadors
and a meeting of the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooper-
ation, according to a press
release from the Danish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Denmark is not the
only Western nation that
Mchangama diagnosed
with what he calls “Milton’s
Curse,” named for 17th cen-
tury English poet John Mil-
ton whose support for free
speech extended to anyone
who was not Catholic.

In 2021, a billboard op-
erator in France had to pay
a €10,000 fine after Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron
sued him for posting signs
depicting him as Hitler. In
the United States, President
Barack Obama described
the internet as “the single
biggest threat to our de-
mocracy” in a 2020 discus-
sion on conspiracy theories.

Many states have also
taken to drafting “An-
ti-Woke” legislation. Ten-
nessee, where Mchangama
now lives, recently enact-
ed a drag ban; a judge in
Texas ordered the removal
of books with LGBTQ and
racial content; and Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis has
attempted to dramatical-
ly change curriculum and
textbooks in the state.

“Free speech is the most

important human right in
a democracy,” Mchangama
said. “Using censorship to
protect democracy is a cure
worse than the disease.”

He described the history
of free speech as tension
between the egalitarian
and the elitist conception
of free speech. The lat-
ter, he said, breaks down
whenever a new mode of
communication is intro-
duced or a marginalized
group demands a voice in
public affairs.

Elite panic, as he called
it, played a large role in al-
lowing the Nazi Party to
gain power in Germany.
The Weimar Republic of-
ten defended its democra-
cy through censorship and
speech restriction, which
was outlined in its consti-
tution. When the Nazi Par-
ty gained power, it demol-
ished democracy with the
laws designed to protect it
when newly-sworn Chan-
cellor Adolf Hitler persuad-
ed President Paul von Hin-
denburg to suspend -civil
liberties.

The debate over wheth-
er free speech is compat-
ible with equality worries
Mchangama, who said one
never knows when they
might assume the role of the
minority power. At the same
time, he said no civil rights
movement has existed with-
out the use of free speech.

“History shows that free
speech is the most power-
ful engine of human equali-
ty that our species has ever
invented,” he said.

The son of an East Afri-
can immigrant in Denmark,
Mchangama is no stranger
to hateful language; he re-
called people harassing his
father on the streets with
slurs and hateful com-
ments because of his race.
However, he has openly

C

A North American Cultural Renalssance

Searching for home stay hosts for the
Annual Chautauqua Trail Meeting in 2024

Chautauqua Institution is hosting for the 150th Birthday during
week 7 and | am looking for home stay hosts.
Dates: Sunday, Aug. 4 thru Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024
Please contact Deb LeBarron, Chautauqua Trail Treasurer at
dlebarron@chg.org if you are interested in hosting or have any questions
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Mchangama warned of rising censorship, particularly in democratic countries, across the globe.

Free speech is the most important human right in a democracy. Using censorship

to protect democracy is a cure worse than the disease.”

condemned the proposed
speech policy in Denmark.
In 2015, his father was
arrested in his native Co-
moros after calling for a
general strike in protest of
the island’s lack of electri-
cal power — his charge was
inciting hatred, the same
charge Denmark claims
will protect citizens like
him from harmful speech.
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THE UPS STORE

be unstoppable

708 Foote Ave « Jamestown, NY 14701
716.664.2402

Copyright © 2023 The UPS Store, Inc.

All rights reserved. 00_139681072423
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Limit one coupon per customer.
Not valid with other offers. Restrictions
apply. Valid and redeemable only
when presented at a participating
location. The UPS Store centers are
independently owned and operated.
©2023 The UPS Store, Inc.

Offer expires 9/30/23.
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—JACOB MCHANGAMA
Author,

Free Speech: A Global History From Socrates to Social Media

“A  resilient, flourish-
ing free speech in the 21st
century is a culture of free
speech,” Mchangama said.
“The value of free speech

has to live in our hearts
and also in our acts. ... We
have to recognize that free
speech is the antithesis of
violence.”

@ BOAT
CHARTER

INFORMATION AND PHOTOS AVAILABLE at

www.OneFineDayCHQ.com
Sailing from Long Point State Park Marina starting at $295
Pick up at Chautauqua Institution dock available

Call to book your charter 716-451-2138

[m] e

CAFE

OPEN EVERYDAY 8-6p

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Order dinner by 2pm, pickup at 5pm

TEXT OR CALL: (716) 969-7871

Follow us on Instagram for daily specials

We are located in the lower level of
the St. ElImo on Pratt Avenue.

NOW SERVING

& deficious coffee

ONLINE @lumi-cafe.com

@lumicafe.chg
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Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish Presbyterian House Georgia Historical Society. African ~ 8:00 Wednesday Weeding. (Programmed ~ 1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new
House 12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. American Heritage House, 40 by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis
9:15 Chautauqua Speaks. (Programmed by the Department Scott Meet at Butterfly Garden Center
(Programmed by the Chautauqua of Religion and IDEA Office.) 4:15 Garden Walk & Talk. (Programmed ~ 8:15 (8:15-8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 1:15 Docent Tours. Alumni Hall and
Women's Club.) "Charitable Disciples of Christ Graybiel House by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Heart Meditation Program. Pioneer Hall
Giving." Jennifer Stitely. CWC 12:30 Brown Bag: My Work in the World. Joe McMaster, horticulturist. Meet Leader: Monte Thompson 1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute
House (Programmed by Quaker House.) at Smith Wilkes Hall lakeside patio (Movement and Meditation.) Hall of free instruction, then opt to play for
TUESDAY 9:30 CHQ Gives. Meet and greet Adria Gulizia, Friend of the week ~ 5:30 (5:30-7:30) Open Pickleball. No Philosophy Grove fee. Bowling Green
AUGUST 15 members of the Advancement (chaplain.) Quaker House, 28 Ames registration required, check in 8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of ~ 1:30 ~ Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds.
team. Colonnade steps 12:30 Mystic Heart Meditation before you play. Tennis Center the Good Shepherd Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main
9:30 (9:30-1:30) Kosher Food Tent. Seminar (Practice and 5:45 Cinema Film Screening. “Women ~ 8:55 (8:55-9) Chautauqua Prays For Gate Welcome Center. This tour is
) X R - ; handicap accessible.) Leave from
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad Discussion.) Presenter: Larry Talking.” Fee. Peace Through Compassion. Hall of Main Gate Welcome Center
7:00 (7-11) Chautauqua Farmers Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah.) Hall 6:30 Labyrinth History and Missions Grove
Market. Massev and Miller ] . . . of Missions e . ) Health 1:30 Open Garden. (Programmed by the
. Y 10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. Meditation. (Programmed by the ~ 9:15 Science and Health. (Sponsored by Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open
7:00 (7-9) “Dawn Patrol” Round UCC Randell Chapel 12:45 Sanctioned Duplicate Bridge. CWC Department of Religion.) Bring Ehe Chautauqua Science Group.) to the public with a BTG docent.
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by~ 10:30 (10:30-12) Morning Doubles. House gate pass. Adjacent to Turner o?ilrubrzgr:gicmﬁ!iloﬁlﬁn;{zgtert Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) (Programmed by the Chautauqua ~ 1:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth Community Center Davidson. Hurlbut Sahctuary Cottage
Chautauqua Tennis Center Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chgq. and Family Programs.) Exploration ~ 6:45 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. ) 2:00 (2-3) Beginner Pickelball Clinic.
9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The (2-3) Beg
7:00 (7-11) Open Pickleball. No org the day before to secure your Center. Sheldon Hall of Education Levy. Hultquist Center 101 * Rev. William H. Lamar I.\I pastor Email tennis@chg.org to book
registration reqwred,.check in spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center 202 7:30 THEATER. tiny father by Mike Metropolitan African Methodist gsptot. Fee. Chautauqua Tennis
before you play. Tennis Center 10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES.  1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new Lew. (Reseryed chase Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C. enter
7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Anna Deavere Smith, playwright, tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis tigks welcome Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly 2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES.
Meditation Program. Leader: actor, MacArthur Fellowship Center C{__—orvisitors Center ticket 9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Pro Andrew Seidel, vice president,
- . - : . grammed ) ) .
Larry Terkel (Judaism/ recipient. Amphitheater and CHQ 4.5 pogent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg offices and one hour before by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) Americans United for Separation
Kabbalah.) Presbyterian House Assembly Art Center curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton “Maimonides.” Rabbi Zalman of Church and State. Hall of
. ) , ) . Theater S ) Philosophy and CHQ Assembly
Chapel 10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 4.0 man Jongg. (Programmed by the Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish _
: [ ' welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain ' ) - 8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY House 2:00 5 Gyres Project Brown Bag.
7:45  Episcopal Holy Eucharist. ome. ] -(hd Sports Club.) Experienced players : "Combating Plastics in our
Episcopal Chapel of the Good location: The Smith Memorial only. Sports Club ORCHESTRA. “Wagner & 10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. " .
; . y. op - o . Oceans." Marcus Erikson, founder,
Shepherd Library Upstairs Classroom) i . Tchaikovsky.” Roderick Cox, UCC Randell Chapel ) . ;
L 1:00 English Lawn Bowling. conductor. Amphitheater i 5 Gyres Project. Smith Wilkes Hall
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 11:00 (11-5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 20-minute free instruction, then : p 10:30 (10:30-12) Morning Doubles. 2:15 Cinema Film Screening. “Women
(Programmed by Unity of Strohl Art Center and Fowler- opt to play for fee. Bowling Green e Richard Wagner: Overture to (Programmed by the Chautauqua ' Talking.” Fee ’
haut ) Hall of Mission Kellogg Art Center Tannhéuser —14' Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq. ) '
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions " ) . )
] ) 1:15  Informal Critique Session. ) i org the day before to secure your 2:30 THEATER. tiny father by Mike
8:30 (8:30-12:30) Bestor Fresh 12:15 LGBTQ and Friends Brown Bag (Programmed by the Friends of * Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky: spot. Chautaugqua Tennis Center Lew. (Reserved seating; purchase
Market. Bestor Plaza Discussion. “Being Forever the Chautauqua Writers’ Center) Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Op. tickets at Main Gate e
. Advocates for our Freedom of ! . 64 — 50" 10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. Centers t
8:30 Beginner Stand Up Paddleboard Expression.” Literary Arts Center Bring 10 copies of one page of Pamela Paresky, creator, Habits en et
(SUP) Class. Sports Club at F/ilumni I-iall y poetry or prose. Literary Arts 8:30 Cinema Film Screening. “A Good of a Free Mind: Ps‘ycholog‘y for k o;r beforTehcurtam
8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 1915 Poet-in-Resld B B Center at Alumni Hall Poetry Room Person.” Fee. Democracy and The Good Life. atoratton kiosk.) Bratton - eater
of the Good Shepherd ' Loet-m- (gs' ence ;ot;m:h 49 1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly 3:00 (B3—?) Aps|k the Staff Tent Time.
ecture. (Programmed by the : : . estor Plaza
8:55 (8:55-9) Chautaugua Prays For Chautauqua Writers’ Center) Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 11:00 (11-5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. _ _
; . Gate Welcome Center. This tour is Strohl Art Center and Fowler- 3:30 Chautauqua Speaker Series.
Peace Through Compassion. Hall Ralph Black. Literary Arts Center . . :
of Missions Grove i Hall handicap accessible.) Leave from Kellogg Art Center (Programmed by the African
atAlumni Hall Porch Main Gate Welcome Center 12:00 (12-2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed American Heritage House.) *Can't We
9:00 (9-10) Morning Clinic. 12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed . ' - ) . Stop Talking About This? Race and
(Programmed by the Chautauqua by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 2:00 :“NTETAITHI_:' ECTl.jRE s.ER.IEsl' gi;?: dcg;z;anueﬂju: Women's Club) American History (1776-1865).” Stan
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis “The Language of Flowers.” Mimi ausheena Hussain, principal, Deaton, senior historian, Georgia
Center Gallo. Smith Wilkes Hall g;]§fa C°r:‘s“'t'(;‘%H"(')a'/10f " 12:00 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth Historical Society. Hall of Philosophy
ilosophy an ssem i o i
9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 12:15 Brown Bag Lecture. (Sponsored . 0SoPTY ‘Ssembly WEDNESDAY :rr]gszvirt?:l\xllvz;?\gezawssh)o?gcl\zlcclﬁglght 3:30  Jewish Fim Series. (Sponsored
Rev. William H. Lamar IV, pastor, by the Everett Jewish Life Center) - 0 SoCial Hour at Denominational AUGUST 16 Hal Lawn ' by the Everett Jewish Life Center)
Metropolitan African Methodist “The Power of Archives and Houses _ s _ “Cinema Sabaya.” Everett Jewish
Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C. the Rebirth of Jewish Identity.” 3:15 Eva Rosenberg Conves=—"pns 12:15 mel\ilen tep Meeting. Hall of Life Center
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly Jonathan Brent. Everett Jewish and Cooli» . _ ssions 3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues.
9:15 Jewish Discussions. Life Center origregation of 6:15 Synrlse Kayak & Paddleboard. 12:15 Women in Ministry. UCC Randell (Progr_a_mmed by the Department
(Programmed by the Zigdon ] . Chautauqua.) Everett Jewish Life Sign up with payment one to two Chapel of Religion and IDEA Office.)
) 12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. Center Porch days before event at 716-357-6281  12:15 Brown Bag Book Review. (Alumni Presbyterian House
Chabad Jewish House.) (Programmed by the Department ) . or sportsclub@chg.org. Sports Club Association of the CLSC.) The ) .,
“Everyday Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman of Religion and IDEA Office.) 3:30 Jewish Lecture Series. e ) 1€ 3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues.
(Programmed by the Zigdon 7:00 (7-11) Chautauqua Farmers 50"9_ Qf the Cell: An Exploration of (Programmed by the Department of
Chabad Jewish House.) "Anti- Market. Massey and Miller Medicine and the New Human by Religion and IDEA Office.) Catholic
Semitism and Criminal Justice ; o« " Siddhartha Mukherjee. Presented House
7:00 (7-9) “Dawn Patrol” Round by Stephine Hunt and Margaret
Reform." Larry D. Thompson. Hall i ) 3:30 (3:30—4:30) Library Talk. "Arts and
f Philosph plobin Doubles. (rogrammed oY Johnson, MD. Literary Arts Center at Crafts Bookbinding, with samples
Let the words of my mouth of Philosphy the Chautaugua Tennis Center) Alumni Hall Porc Crafts Bookbinding, with samples
3:30 Heritage Lecture Series. Chautauqua Tennis Center : - y paCie Bac ot iies: Annie
N . . "The Pl £ Artin Life:' Ell . 12:15 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua Storr. Smith Memorial Library
< and the meditation of my heart e Place of Artin Life-" Ellen 7.0 (7-11) Open Pickleball. No Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair for Upstairs Classroom.
% Gates Starr of Hull House & Her registration required, check in the Organist. Amphitheater ] N
> B I . Th . h Chautauqua Lectures on Art." before you play. Tennis Center . . 4:.00 (4-5) Intermediate Pickleball
CS.' e acceptab e In y S|g t’ Annie Storr. Smith Wilkes Hall ' 12:15 LGBTQ+ and Friends: Why is Clinic. Email tennis@chg.org to
~§ ) ’ ) 7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Drag so Controversial Today? book a spot. Fee. Chautauqua
) 0 Lord my rOCK and my 3:30  Cookies and Community Care Meditation Program. Leader: (Programmed by Friends of Tennis Center
! Social Hour. (Programmed by Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah.) LGBTQ+-) Smith Wilkes Hall 400  Play CHO. Wednesday STEM at the
Redeemer 2uaker House.) Quaker House, 28 Presbyterian House Chapel 12:30 Open Garden. (Programmed by the Water, Feelin' the Beat. All ages.
' mes 7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open Children’s Beach
Foundation . 3:30 Weekly Speaker Reception. Chapel of the Good Shepherd tothe public with a BTG docent. 15 706 walk & Talk. (Programmed by
i Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison ' ) .
P salm 19- 14 (Programmed by the African 8:00 Daily Word Meditation. Cotgage the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack
American Heritage House.) (Programmed by Unity of Gulvin, arborist. Smith Wilkes Hall
Stan Deaton, senior historian, Chautaugua) Hall of Missions 12:30 Lunch and Learn. (Programmed lakeside patio
gﬁ;hiaHeb;ew,,a,ohngzg;?fzrr‘gce 4:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart
Air Conditioned a YeLellr I\Llllillieg " John AIIelzn Everett Meditation Program. Leader:
MIPEN HAOIL IS E r “onditione e ’ Kim Hehr (Gong Meditation.)
Or=] ] J—J < J =1 = CHAUTAUQUA Jewish Life Cen.ter Porch Hurlbut Church Sanctuary
18 EVERGREEN [TEmz CINEMR| oo omemavaoge 500 induness s endns
CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION @ .
TUES., AUGUST 15TH 1-2:30 P| Ho® Real Estate @555 Hurst & Wythe just past Norton Hall Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples (Programmed by Quaker House.
Y '  Christ Gravbiel H Kriss Miller, Friend in residence
FEATURES ¥ Tuesday 8/15 5:45 0 St raybiel nouse (host.) Quaker House, 28 Ames
Lo - 12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. ) . .
Luxury living in the heart of Chautauqua Institution on a (Programmed by the Department of 5:00 (5-6) Intermediate Pickleball
large lot with full deeded lake access on Evergreen w 0 M E N TA L Kl N G R |'g' d IDEyA ot P Quak Clinic. Email tennis@chg.org to
Promenade! A Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired design defines Hgﬁ:)nzasnAmes ice.) Quaker book a spot. Fee. Chautauqua
this exceptional home to provide easy, convenient living: H ' Tennis Center
includes an eat-in gourmet kitchen with a fireplace, an ChaUtauq Ua Ma rina - 12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn -
iving-dini i ] PG-13 104m p Ray 5:00 Meet the Filmmaker. Ocean
open living-dining room with a marble fireplace, and a about the Institution grounds at : ' ! - e
family room with vaulted ceilings and Vermont fieldstone Storage, Dockage, Tuesday 815 3:30 a guided historic tour along the Plastics Double Feature: "Junk
fireplace.The lower level is finished with quarry tile and Service, Non Ethanol Fuel Chaut hore. Fee. Sport Raft" & "Smog of the Sea." Free
Spectra glazed walls and offers a walk-in shower, ) ! autauqua shore. Fee. sports with gate pass. Chautauqua
laundry, and hookups for a second kitchen. All areas in Boat Rentals & Sales! A Goo D Club Cinema
the home are heated and cooled. Four car heated garage 1:00 Language Hour. CWC House i
features a quarry tile floor and Spectra glazed walls. . 5:30  (5:30-7:30) Open Pickleball. No
quarry pectra g 716.753.3913 P E RS o N 1:00 (1-4) CWC Artists at the Market. registration required, check in
Farmers Market before you play. Tennis Center
VISIT US AT HOWARD  cONTACT RACHEL WILLOW AT 678-934-2552 ;
HANNAHOLT.COM www.ChautauquaMarina.com R 120m| 1:00 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg At 6:30 ~Positive Path for Spiritual
70 SEE EVERY RACHELWILLOW@HOWARDHANNAHOLT.COM .
104 W. Lake RD (Rt. 394), Maywlle, N.Y. Center Living. (Programmed by Unity of
PROPERTY ON THE MARKET ~ WWW.CHAUTAUQUALAKEPROPERTY.COM FEIW 9. (Prog y Unity
(716) 357-235 cinema.chq.org Chautauqua.) Turner Community
Center
6:30 2023 Chautauqua Janus Prize
Ceremony. Lily Taylor, author, "On
Impressions." Athenaeum Hotel
SUBSCR'PT'ONS Parlor
6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues.
(Programmed by the Department of
. . Religion and IDEA Office.) Lutheran
S . h . Want to subscribe? Visit House
S Vo i I Illt Sonlan our website to view rates 6:45 Eventide. (Programmed by the
. . and call to get set up. Alumni Association of the CLSC)
LakeWOOd Furnlture Gallerles P — the Doail cfn be maFi)|ec| “American in Bloom.” Presented by
Discounting Fine Furniture For Over 60 Years i v J ' - Evadne Giannini. Hall of Christ
) . ) . anywhere in the country. 7:00 Christian Science Testimony
Over 30,000 sgq. feet of 150 furniture lines o Superior customer service ' Meeting. Christian Science Chapel
Experienced interior design « Free on-fime delivery SMITHSONIAN ASSOCIATES chqdaily.com/subscribe 8:15  AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL.
1_-'.. 'I. LIVESTREAMING PROGRAMS 716-357-6235 Bassem Youssef. Amphitheater
= 8:30 Cinema Film Screening. “A Good
i ke 00T Person.” Fee.
CUSTOM MADE AWNINGS
& PORCH ENCLOSURES
arlestonn .
. i =
People just like you turn to Smithsonian Associates
Livestreaming for programs that educate, PROUDLY
; ; P SERVING
entertain, and enrich their lives. CHAUTAUQUA
Bernhardt e Lloyd Flanders e Kincaid e Lexington Furniture 2‘;‘:{;‘\’:;
Hancock & Moore Leather o Palliser « Wesley Hall o Telescope Use this QR code to browse hundreds of topics to :
Norwalk ¢ Universal e Kincaid e Sherrill ¢ Company C ¢ American Leather entertain wherever you are and save $25 at checkout.
Use code SAVE25 at
716.763.8589 e Route 394, Lakewood NY I0U M e W W
: : . : Your ¢ reaqy) por waier
Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-5, Sunday Noon-5 SmithsonianAssociates org
www.lakewood-furniture.com (716) 483-1435 JAMESTOWNAWNING.COM
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