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David Axelrod thinks he 
and Karl Rove are “oppo-
site numbers” across the 
political divide. 

Rove agreed, and said 
that despite their differenc-
es, the pair try to collabo-
rate without losing civility.

“Do we have to agree 
upon everything, or can we 
have disagreements and 
still be civil?” Rove said. 
“David and I have shared 
views; there are things that 
we agree upon, there are 
things we disagree upon, 
but when we disagree, we 
can do so without having 
to become disagreeable.”

Axelrod and Rove will ap-
pear together in discussion 
at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater, closing out 

Week Eight of the Chautau-
qua Lecture Series and its 
theme “Freedom of Expres-
sion, Imagination, and the 
Resilience of Democracy.”

Axelrod and Rove have 
both served as strategists 
for successful presiden-
tial campaigns for Barack 
Obama and George W. 
Bush, respectively, and 
both have been critical of 
the other’s candidate. 

Despite these differenc-
es, they have spoken to-
gether many times.

“I can’t say that we’ve 
never raised our voices in 
these exchanges, because 
we’re both very passionate,” 
Axelrod said. “I’m sure that 
we’ve maintained that level 
of mutual regard, and I think 
probably there are people in 
my party who disapprove of 

that, another are people in 
his party who disapprove of 
that, but I think we’re both 
very comfortable.”

Axelrod said while he 
and Rove knew each other 
“from a distance” before, 
on opposite sides of cam-
paigns, they first started 
working together after he 
read Rove’s autobiography.

“I learned that his moth-
er had died by suicide, 
and my father had died by 
suicide,” Axelrod said. “I 
called Karl, and I suggest-
ed that we should do some 
things together about sui-
cide awareness, because it 
might help people.”

Axelrod said he felt it 
would be a “good signal” 
to present two people with 
“starkly different views” 
on politics, and show that 

they share a “common hu-
manity,” and “relate to each 
other as human beings.”

Rove said he and Axel-
rod will discuss the cur-
rent political climate, 
which he called “highly 

divisive, polarized, angry.” 
Rove said his message will 
be that “it’s bad today, but 
it’s been worse before, and 
it will get better.”

‘Can we have too much truth?’ — Woodward, renowned Watergate reporter, reflects on storied career | Page A6
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John Inazu approaches the 
topic of religious expres-
sion from a legal and aca-
demic background.

“My entry into this 
conversation is maybe to 
broaden the topic a bit to 
the First Amendment more 
holistically,” Inazu said, “to 
think about the role that 
religious expression plays 
in the context of expres-
sion more generally, in the 
context of dissent and dif-
ference in this country.”

Inazu will speak at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, closing out Week Eight 
of the Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries and its theme “Freedom 
of Religious Expression.”

Inazu is an author and 
the Sally D. Danforth Dis-
tinguished Professor of Law 
and Religion at Washington 
University. He became a law 
professor after practicing 
law for some time and find-
ing the job too “fast-paced.” 
As a professor, Inazu said he 
has more freedom.

“I still have a lot of 
plate-spinning and a lot of 
responsibilities, but I get to 
set my own calendars,” In-
azu said. “I don’t miss things 
that I don’t want to miss, so I 
can be there for kids’ events 
and for different vacations 
and things like that without 
worrying that some boss or 
some client is going to call 
me off at the last minute.”

In addition to his aca-
demic work, Inazu is the 
author of several books, 
with a new book, Learn-
ing to Disagree: The Sur-
prising Path to Navigating 
Differences with Empathy 
and Respect forthcoming in 
2024. His most recent book, 
2020’s Uncommon Ground: 
Living Faithfully in a World 
of Difference, was the 
product of a collaboration 
with Timothy Keller.

Inazu said he and Keller re-
alized that the seemingly dis-
parate work they were doing, 
speaking to legal audiences 
and congregations respec-
tively, had things in common.

“We were saying very 
similar things,” Inazu said. 
“We thought about this 
book as a way to engage 
Christians specifically with 
how to think and live in a 
world of difference, in a 
world that they don’t con-
trol, how to have a posture 
of neighborliness but also a 
posture of integrity.”

INAZU

Inazu to discuss 
First Amendment, 
free expression

See INAZU, Page A4
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In their second performance at Chautauqua, small-
town sibling trio Girl Named Tom seeks to create har-
mony in a divided world. 

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater, Bekah, Ca-
leb and Joshua Liechty will give Chautauquans a taste 
of their homegrown style.

“They’re returning because they resonated with 
our audience so much,” said Deborah Sunya Moore, 
senior vice president and chief program officer. “Our 
audience really connected with their family story. Our 
audience also recognizes excellence and loves song.”

The band made headlines after making history as 
the first trio to win NBC’s reality singing competition 
“The Voice” in December 2021.

Raised in Pettisville, Ohio, the siblings grew up in a 
town of about 500 people and no stoplights. Although 
the siblings were homeschooled, Girl Named Tom re-
cently handed over their trophy from “The Voice” to 
the local high school, according to Country Now.

After their win in 2021, the trio’s father, Chris Liech-
ty, died after a long battle with a rare cancer. A 2022 
Daily article reported Chris “always encouraged the 
siblings to wholeheartedly pursue their dreams in ev-
ery capacity, even during his final moments.”

Returning to Chautauqua, folk trio Girl Named Tom  
to bring reflective, ‘beautiful harmony’ to Amp

DYLAN TOWNSEND / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Girl Named Tom performs Aug. 19, 2022, in the Amphitheater; the folk trio return to Chautauqua at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amp.

See GIRL NAMED TOM, Page A4

Rove, Axelrod to close week talking political division, discourse

ROVE AXELROD

See ROVE/AXELROD, Page A4
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The Midwest is a peculiar 
yet wondrous place, at least 
to American writer Michael 
Martone. His area of interest 
is small in the literary field, 
but large geographically.

Martone, this week’s 
prose writer-in-residence 
for the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center will give his Brown 

Bag lecture at 12:15 p.m. to-
day on the porch of the Lit-
erary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall. It’s titled “Lizard, Liz-
ard, Lizard, Lizard. There’s 
Nothing Wrong With It If 
You Say It Enough Times.”

Born and raised in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, he said he 
finds the Midwest under-
represented and fascinating, 
despite it being the largest 
part of the country.

“I don’t have an anxi-
ety of influence,” Martone 
said. “On the one hand, we 
think, ‘Oh yes, it’s very nor-
mal and boring,’ but on the 
other hand, the Midwest 
can be really strange if you 
look at it.”

All of his books are either 
set in or about the Mid-
west, such as his more re-
cent ones Plain Air: Sketch-
es from Winesburg, Indiana 
and The Complete Writings 
of Art Smith, The Bird Boy 
of Fort Wayne. Once he de-
cided he wasn’t going to 
write “action-packed” sto-
ries, his inspiration was al-

ready there.
“It’s really interesting to 

me that Southerners and 
people in New York (or) Cal-
ifornia have no problem 
writing about New York, the 
South or California,” Mar-
tone said. “It’s a real interest-
ing problem to be from the 
Midwest, and from the heart 
of the country, and feel that 
that’s not a subject matter. 
For me, that makes it great.”

Martone is also the guest 
judge for the Chautauqua 
Janus Prize this year, which 
was presented Wednes-
day to emerging writer Lily 
Taylor. His work has gar-
nered two fellowships from 
the National Education As-

sociation, a grant from the 
Ingram Merrill Foundation 
and was a 2016 recipient of 
the Mark Twain Award for 
Distinguished Contribution 
to Midwestern Literature.

For his lecture, Martone 
said it will be more of a close 
reading, with the audience 
acting more like partici-
pants than attendees. The 
focus of the lecture will be 
American short story writ-
er Donald Barthelme’s The 
School and Rebecca.

“I really want to present 
to the audience different 
ways of thinking about writ-
ing short stories or short 
fiction,” he said.

The audience, he said, 
should expect to be “defa-
miliarized,” as people al-
ready don’t pay enough at-
tention in everyday life.

“We have all this informa-
tion coming in and we have 
biological and mental fillers 
that filter this out,” Martone 
said. “What writers and art-
ists do is take the world that 
we all know about and de-
familiarize it, so that it re-
turns the reader to a state of 
childlike wonder.”
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

In Writers’ Center Brown Bag, Martone to 
encourage ‘childlike wonder’ of writing

MARTONE

The Briefly column appears on Page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from 
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or 
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be 
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to 
Ryan Corey in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide 
name of organization, time and place of meeting and 
one contact person’s name with phone number. Deadline 
is 5 p.m. four days before publication. 

CLSC Bryant Day Celebration
Join us for our Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle 
Bryant Day celebration at 11:30 a.m. Saturday at the Miller 
Bell Tower, where we’ll announce the first CLSC selec-
tion(s) for 2024 and ring in the new reading year.

Wiffle Ball Pick Up Game
At 12:45 p.m. today at Sharpe Field, there will be a wiffle 
ball pick up game. All kids welcome ages 5 to 14, just show 
up and play.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is open from noon to 2 p.m. today be-
hind the Colonnade. The Mah Jongg Tournament is set 
for 2:30 p.m. today at the CWC House.

Smith Memorial Library news
Author Gary Sirak will discuss his book, How to Retire and 
Not Die, at 3:30 p.m. today in the upstairs classroom of 
the Smith Memorial Library. Space is limited and first-
come, first-seated.

Chautauqua Opera Guild news
To make a donation to support opera productions in 
2024 and beyond, visit giving.chq.org/opera-guild or 
giving.chq.org/opera-guild-endowment or mail a check 
payable to Chautauqua Opera Guild, P.O. Box 61, Chau-
tauqua, NY, 14722. In the memo section, please write 
“Donation for Opera 2024.” Please list your contact in-
formation such as email address and/or phone number. 
A gift of any amount will be most welcome. Every dollar 
given is a dollar to opera.

We have all this information coming in and we have 
biological and mental fillers that filter this out. What 
writers and artists do is take the world that we all 
know about and defamiliarize it, so that it returns the 
reader to a state of childlike wonder.”

—MICHAEL MARTONE
Prose Writer-in-Residence, 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center

CARRIE LEGG / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Adam Hochschild, historian and author of American Midnight: The Great War, A Violent Peace and Democracy’s Forgotten Crisis, returns 
to the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle with a discussion on his book and the vigilance needed to protect democracy and speech 
Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy.

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

If you would like any back issues of the newspaper, please stop 
at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

H I S T O R Y  R E P E AT I N G



“This is not a rhetorical question. Please raise 
your hand if you looked into a mirror this 
morning,” said the Rev. William H. Lamar IV at 
the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning worship ser-

vice in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was “The Fall,” 
and the scripture reading was Revelation 18: 1-13, 21-24. 

Lamar traced his steps through his morning routine. 
Waking up with deep gratitude, he puts his feet on the 
ground and “as a man of a certain age, I make my way to 
the facilities. I saw myself before the rising of the sun in the 
glass. It was an inadvertent, happenstance, first vision. I 
looked again and there I was, Bill Lamar.”

Later would come the intentional looking in the mirror, 
for brushing and flossing teeth, putting on makeup, shaving 
a beard or doing hair. Or in Lamar’s case, shaving his scalp. 
“I do these things automatically, without reflection, pun 
intended,” he said.

Mirrors are an ancient phenomenon. “People first looked 
in still pools; let’s give a shout-out to Narcissus,” he said. 
Then people collected water in basins and later polished 
obsidian, bronze and copper to see their faces. 

In one survey of 93,000 people, scientists reported that 
people spent four hours per day looking in mirrors — that is 
one-sixth of people’s lives peering in the looking glass.

“Another survey found that men spend 56 minutes a day 
looking in the mirror, while women spend an average of 43 
minutes. My wife approves of this survey; my wife probably 
did this survey,” Lamar said. 

There are references to mirrors in literature, movies 
and poetry. In 1 Corinthians 13, the Apostle Paul wrote, 
“For now we see in the mirror, dimly, but then we shall 
see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I am fully known.” James, Chapter 1, says “For 
if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves in the mirror; for they look 
at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what 
they were like.”

Lamar said to the congregation: “Humans are strange 
about mirrors. We like mirrors, but we abhor having some-
one hold a mirror up to us. Were you in the Amphitheater 
Wednesday night to hear Bassam Youssef? We laughed as 
he held a mirror up to us. He is an Egyptian comedian, now 
an American citizen, who showed us ourselves.”

Continuing to talk about holding up mirrors, Lamar said 
that Youssef “forced us to look at our militarism, imperi-
alism, capitalism, geo-political hypocrisy, bigotry and we 
laughed. We laughed at the clear bag policy, the increased 
security; he named the tension between Advocates for 
Balance at Chautauqua and those who differ with them. We 
laughed as he held up the mirror.”

Lamar asked the congregation, “So why is it we allow 
mirrors in comedy shows, but not in our churches or 
synagogues or temples? I know pastors who tried hard 
to hold up the mirrors of truth and have been fired and 

harassed by their congregations, bishops, and others. Are 
we saying don’t tell the truth? We can say cruel things and 
laugh in comedic places, but we strangle the truth in the 
context of faith.”

How many of your pastors are afraid to tell you the 
truth? “They don’t want you to feel guilty, but they are 
driven by the gospel; they don’t want to judge you, but 
to walk alongside you as the Spirit calls us to live a more 
excellent way,” he said. “We malign those who would show 
us the mirror and tell us the truth. It is no good to come to 
Chautauqua and go home and break the mirror. We dance 
not to the gospel of Jesus Christ, but to the American way,”

Lamar said, “We — notice I said we — Americans want 
religion to make us feel good about being American, not 
to measure us in the light of the stature we have in Christ. 
John, the writer of Revelation, held up a mirror to Rome. 
We must do the same to America.”

If we don’t change our theology, our politics, our abuse 
of the earth, he said, we commit the ultimate idolatry of a 
nation determined to stand forever regardless of its ethics.

Samuel Huntington, Harvard professor best known for 
the book Clash of Civilizations, and a consultant to gov-
ernments — including South Africa’s apartheid government 
— to ensure Western domination was maintained, lifted up 
Islamic extremism as the greatest threat. 

“The West won,” Lamar said, “not by the superiority of 
its values, but by applying organized violence. Westerners 

forget this; non-Westerners never do.”
Lamar offered the scripture from Revelation 18 as a gift 

to awaken the congregation “from our own self-delusion. 
When we look into Babylon’s mirror, we see ourselves 
in the 21st century. Americans are living in grand style, 
consuming and wasting resources; our necessities are the 
world’s luxuries. We don’t see what is best for the world but 
what is best for ourselves.”

Must Babylon’s fate be our own? In Revelation, a voice 
called the people to come out of Babylon, to not take 
part in its sin. “Americans are good at confessing other’s 
sins. But we will never live unless there is repentance,” 
Lamar said.

He continued, “Come out and allow truth to be 
preached. Come out and let politicians speak truth. Come 
out in a new faith that is not married to Babylon. True 
peace is possible if we look in the mirror and do something 
different. If we don’t like what we see, do something else. 
For God’s sake, for the earth’s sake, for your sake and my 
sake, come out of the fallen city.” 

Melissa Spas, vice president for religion, presided. Stacey 
Federoff, The Chautauquan Daily copy desk chief who cor-
rects all the mistakes in this column, read the scripture. The 
Motet Consort played “Norwegian Dance No. 1,” by Edvard 
Grieg, arranged by Michael Webster. The Consort included 
Barbara Hois, flute, Debbie Grohman, clarinet, Willie La 
Favor, piano. Under the direction of Joshua Stafford, direc-
tor of sacred music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Or-
ganist, the Motet Choir sang a cappella “Civitas Sancti Tui,” 
by William Byrd. Stafford played an improvisation for the 
postlude. Support for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching 
is provided by the Alison and Craig Marthinsen Endowment 
for the Department of Religion. 
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Hold up mirror, don’t reject truth, Lamar preaches
JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Rev. William H. Lamar IV opens his sermon series Sunday morning in the Amphitheater. The Week Eight chaplain-in-residence, Lamar is using the Book of Revelations to frame his preaching.

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT



In addition to their 
chart-topping covers “Riv-
er,” “The Chain” and “Dust 
in the Wind,” their debut 
EP, “Another World” brings 
listeners into a reflective 
space to explore fond mem-
ories, global issues and in-
timate conversations.

Moore said the Week 
Eight theme, “Freedom of 
Expression, Imagination and 
the Resilience of Democra-
cy,” allows Chautauquans to 
think deeply as they listen to 
the pop-folk band.

“We have to remem-

ber whatever interesting, 
tough, difficult (or) fas-
cinating things we talk-
ed about (during) the day, 
our evening is here and in 
beauty together,” she said.

Girl Named Tom is based 
on a childhood nickname, 
“Thomas,” Joshua gave to 
Bekah when she was a baby. 
Noted on the band’s web-
site, their style combines 
the “beautiful harmony” of 
classic artists Joni Mitch-
ell, Crosby, Stills and Nash, 
with current pop artists 
Taylor Swift, Harry Styles 
and Adrianne Lenker.

“Small-town siblings 
with a wide world-view, we 
seek to create harmony in 

a society divided,” the band 
said on its website. “We 
believe that as we share 
our music with our three 
unique voices, we can in-
spire the world with a com-
mon goal: to fly and help 
each other fly.”

During the group’s first 
year as a band, Girl Named 
Tom drove an old mini-

van cross-country in 2019, 
playing 67 shows in 27 cit-
ies. After winning “The 
Voice,” they went on a na-
tional tour with 95 shows 
in total.

This year, with a stage 
set to look like a living 
room, the group’s second 
national tour will include 
unreleased original music.
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Suffering  
from a painful past?

Inspirational Talk

Chestnut Booth, CS
Christian Science Practitioner
International Speaker 
Character Educator

Find the healing effects of  spiritually forgiving 
yourself  and others. It’s never too late to heal a 
painful past.  Its called retroactive prayer.

Sunday, August 20 @ 2:00pm
Christian Science Chapel
12 Center Avenue

716.357.2334
www.ChristianScienceChautauqua.com
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Located at the  
Athenaeum Hotel

Located at  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

Located at the  
Pier Building

Located at the  
Chautauqua Golf Course

Located in Bestor Plaza Now open!
Located in Bestor Plaza

For hours and menus, visit:

dining.chq.org
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“We sometimes forget that 
our history is replete with 
examples of our politics be-
ing broken, and of us being 
able to survive and prosper 
despite that,” Rove said.

Axelrod said he felt that 
free expression is an “in-
tegral part of a healthy de-
mocracy,” and highlighted 
the importance of hearing 
a “wide range of views.”

“You don’t have to agree 
with those views, but we 
should strive to understand 
them and engage in civil dis-
course,” Axelrod said. “I dis-
agree with Karl on a variety 
of things, but I never ques-
tion his patriotism or love 
of country, simply because 
we have different points of 
view, and I think that’s im-
portant. Hopefully, he and I 
appearing together will help 
underscore that value.”

Axelrod said a “wildcard” 

facing the modern political 
sphere is social media.

“The instantaneous 
speed at which incendiary 
things are communicat-
ed and injected into the 
bloodstream with absolute 
precision, guided by algo-
rithms and big data,” Axel-
rod said. “I think that’s a 
challenge for our democra-
cy. It’s a challenge for this 
notion of civil discourse.”

Rove said while we have 
experienced disinformation 
in the past, social media is a 

“different kind of an animal.”
“You think this is the first 

time we’ve had to deal with 
the problem of disinforma-
tion? No, that’s not what 
history suggests,” Rove said. 
“This is one of the things 
that we have to overcome, 
how we find our way back 
to a place where we have 
confidence and a certain 
level of trust in our institu-
tions and in our leaders, and 
that’s part of the process.”

Axelrod said being 
“shoved into silos” by algo-

rithms has a negative effect 
on our democracy.

“Our views are affirmed 
and everybody outside is 
considered alien and dan-
gerous, it ruptures our de-
mocracy,” Axelrod said. “I 
think one big project is, how 
do we overcome that?”

While Rove said the cur-
rent political climate was po-
larized, he also sees things 
going in a “positive direction.”

“Each time we’ve had one 
of these episodes, the coun-
try has found itself in a place 

where — because of leader-
ship and because of the na-
ture of the American people, 
and because not everything 
depends on government — 
the country gets moving in 
the right direction,” Rove said.

Rove hopes Chautau-
quans see that people “can 
have different political view-
points and yet be friends.”

“There are oftentimes 
more things that we agree 
upon, particularly the facts 
of politics, than might be 
expected,” Rove said.

Axelrod said he hopes to 
spend time discussing and 
“diving into” challenges to 
democracy, freedom of ex-
pression and civil discourse.

“In this day and age, more 
and more we invalidate 
speech we don’t like, we can-
cel speech we don’t like or 
we disagree with, and that’s 
deeply unhealthy,” Axelrod 
said. “Two people of different 
political views sitting togeth-
er and having a reasoned con-
versation hopefully, if nothing 
else, will model a better path.”

ROVE/AXELROD
FROM PAGE A1

In this day and age, more and more we invalidate speech we don’t like, we cancel speech we don’t like or we disagree with, and that’s deeply 
unhealthy. Two people of different political views sitting together and having a reasoned conversation hopefully, if nothing else, will model a 
better path.”

—DAVID AXELROD
Senior Political Commentator, 

CNN

Our audience really connected with their family story. 
Our audience also recognizes excellence and loves 
song.”

—DEBORAH SUNYA MOORE
Senior Vice President and Chief Program Officer, 

Chautauqua Institution

GIRL NAMED TOM
FROM PAGE A1

Uncommon Ground fea-
tures perspectives from a 
“pretty eclectic group” of 
faith leaders, artists and 
professors, Inazu said, in 
an effort to produce a cre-
ative work for a variety of 
audiences.

Inazu’s lecture will be-
gin focusing on his schol-
arly work around the First 
Amendment, he said, “try-
ing to think with the audi-
ence about what the right 
of assembly is” and why it’s 
important.

The talk will then tran-

sition into some of Inazu’s 
later work, he said, focus-
ing more on what “we do 
as citizens given the reality 
of this difference and the 
complexity that it presents 
in our lives.”

Inazu is also aware that 
other speakers this week 
will have addressed the 
current moment of polar-
ization.

“I’ll try to give some 
practical thoughts about 
how do we engage with 
people across deep differ-
ences,” Inazu said. “How 
can we assume a different 
posture that might be more 
open to engagement with-

out actually sacrificing any 
of our own beliefs?”

Inazu hopes Chautau-
quans will gain a better 
appreciation of the First 

Amendment, and think 
about everyday applica-
tions of the civic practices 
he will be discussing.

“I hope that people 
would be interested in 

thinking through, maybe 
there’s one relationship, or 
one potential relationship 
in their lives where they 
can start to implement 
some of these ideas,” Inazu 

said. “I think in the current 
moment of our country, 
we all have a role to play 
in trying to think through 
how to engage across our 
differences.”

INAZU
FROM PAGE A1

I hope that people would be interested in thinking through, maybe there’s one relationship, or one potential 
relationship in their lives where they can start to implement some of these ideas. I think in the current moment 
of our country, we all have a role to play in trying to think through how to engage across our differences.”

—JOHN INAZU
Sally D. Danforth Distinguished Professor of Law and Religion, 

Washington University
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Religious freedom, Andrew 
L. Seidel said, is a shield — a 
shield against government 
overreach, a shield to pro-
tect minorities from the 
“tyranny of the majority,” 
and it’s a right guaranteed 
by the separation of church 
and state.

At least, it used to be. 
The shield, Seidel said, is 
becoming a sword.

“Thanks to a packed 
Supreme Court, religious 
freedom has become the 
tool, the weapon of Chris-
tian privilege, of Chris-
tian supremacy,” Seidel 
said Wednesday afternoon 
in the Hall of Philosophy, 
where he spoke for the In-
terfaith Lecture Series and 
its Week Eight theme dedi-
cated to “Freedom of Reli-
gious Expression.”

A well-funded and pow-
erful network — “a bil-
lion-dollar shadow network” 
— of Christian nationalist or-
ganizations are working to 
turn religious freedom into 
a weapon of privilege and 
supremacy in a war of con-
quest, Seidel warned.

“They are seeking to 
conquer our Constitution 
and remake it in their im-
age,” he said. “America is 
not a Christian nation, but 
they would make it so.”

Seidel, an attorney, au-
thor and an executive 
at  Americans United for 
Separation of Church and 
State, wanted to outline 
exactly how Christian na-
tionalists are “waging this 
crusade,” but first wanted 
to examine why. Largely, he 
said, it’s a backlash against 
equality. Studies show that 
the conservative religious 
right “conflate demograph-
ic loss with a threat to their 
religious freedom” — which 
means people misunder-
stand liberty as privilege.

“These deeply conser-
vative Christians, accus-
tomed to deference and 
privilege, feel that ex-
pansions of freedom and 
changing demographics 
violate their rights. But we 
know that’s not true,” he 
said. “Parity is not oppres-
sion. Equality, even when it 
means the erosion of privi-
lege, is not discrimination. 
We’re actually not expand-
ing rights or giving new 
rights. We are recognizing 
rights that have always ex-
isted under the law, but 
were never enforced. We 
are affirming the humanity 
of our brothers and sisters 
and siblings and admitting 
that we’ve been wrong.”

White Christian America 
is “raging against the dying 
of their privilege,” he said. So, 
they declare war, using legal 
channels as their approach.

In his 2022 book, Amer-
ican Crusade: How the 
Supreme Court Is Wea-
ponizing Religious Free-
dom, Seidel wanted to do 
what he thought was lack-
ing in other popular law 
books, which treat Chris-
tian nationalists — people 
he called “Crusaders” — as 
“fair-minded and genuine 
and honest” simply by por-
traying facts at their sur-
face level. Because “it’s not 
just that facts can be ma-
nipulated. It’s also that the 
law itself can be manipulat-
ed — especially by judges,” 
he said. “I think that we le-
gal professionals are prone 
to getting buried under le-
galese, under jargon, under 
civil procedure and judicial 
philosophies and levels of 
scrutiny and legal tests. I 
think a lot of times we hide 
behind those things; and 
often it’s better to just shed 
all of those trappings and 
... just look at the heart of 
what’s going on.”

The simple truth is that 
cases of religious freedom 

before the Supreme Court 
and the lower courts are 
“pretty easy to solve,” he 
said. Unless there’s an ulte-
rior motive. Seidel laid out 
three lines of distinction. 
One is the difference be-
tween action and belief.

“Your right to believe is 
absolute. Your right to act 
on that belief is not,” he said, 
giving examples from his 
book of people who “literally 
let Jesus take the wheel,” de-
liberately letting go of con-
trol of their vehicle.

“They’re free to believe 
that Jesus is going to take 
the wheel, but they’re not 
free to act on that belief,” 
he said. “They’re not free to 
risk everybody else’s lives 
by acting on that belief.”

Seidel’s second line of 
distinction is when gov-
ernment should intercede 
— essentially, “your right to 
swing your fist ends at the 
other person’s nose.”

“Your right to exercise 
your religion ends where 
the rights of other people 
begin,” he said. “Religion 
is not a license to violate 
somebody else’s rights, 
harm them or to infringe 
their rights in any way.”

The third line of dis-
tinction is the separation 
of church and state — a 
distinction that Seidel has 
made his life’s work.

“Our government is a 
secular one. It has no reli-
gion to exercise,” he said.

Considering those three 
lines of distinction, the 
questions before the courts 
are simple to answer. 
But, “Crusaders laid the 
groundwork for this cru-
sade for decades — begin-
ning after Brown v. Board of 
Education with the rise of 
the religious right and the 
Moral Majority and school 
choice and choosing abor-

tion as their wedge issue,” 
Seidel said.

The Court, however, only 
started to signal its willing-
ness to be a part of the cru-
sade in 2010, with Salazar 
v. Buono — or the case of a 
Christian cross in the Mo-
jave National Preserve. The 
Court remanded the case, 
and conservative groups 
“heard the message of the 
Supreme Court; the flood-
gates opened, and they filed 
lawsuit after lawsuit,” stok-
ing the fear of loss of priv-
ilege, Seidel said. He rattled 
off more than half-a-dozen 
examples since 2011, and 
said that fear has only ac-
celerated since the elec-
tion of President Donald 
Trump, whose administra-
tion “packed the Court with 
Crusaders” with help from 
the Federalist Society and 
its board chair, Leonard Leo.

Even before the Trump 
administration, the Court 
was undergoing a specif-
ically pro-Christian shift, 
under Chief Justice John 
Roberts. Seidel said that 
studies looking at earlier 
Courts found that Christi-
anity was “overtly favored 
in only about 44% of the 
cases.” Under Roberts, that 
number jumps to 85%, al-
most double, indicating to 
Seidel that “religious free-
dom really has become 
Christian privilege.”

Seidel wanted to conclude 
by touching on both vio-
lence, and hope. He evoked 
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on 
the U.S. Capitol and the Aug. 
12, 2022, attack on Salman 
Rushdie, which he said dif-
fered in the attacks on pub-
lic education and book bans 
“only in its violence.”

“If we wish for Ameri-
ca to be an asylum for free 
expression, then we need 
to defeat the rising Chris-

tian nationalism that is 
threatening our public in-
stitutions,” he said. He re-
minded the audience that 
when dominant groups feel 
threatened, which America 
is seeing now, they “rage 
against the dying of their 
privilege, and that rage can 
easily turn to violence.”

Still, Seidel is hopeful. 
White Christian national-

ists, he said, alienate more 
and more people with ev-
ery win — so their “pow-
er-hungry aggression is 
growing our movement.” 
But the path to a better 
country won’t be quick or 
easy, he said.

“We have to shatter the 
myth that the judicial sys-
tem will fix this for us or 
that there’s a silver bullet 

on our side — that there’s 
some brilliant legal case 
we can craft that’s going 
to convince these Crusad-
ers that they’re wrong,” he 
said. “Above all, we must 
organize and message in 
ways that build power and 
fight to realize the aspira-
tional ideals of freedom, 
equality and democracy.”
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Andrew Seidel, vice president of Americans United for Separation of Church and State, lectures Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Author, attorney Seidel details how ‘shield’ of religious freedom is weaponized

chqdaily.com
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ALTON NORTHUP 
STAFF WRITER

When Bob Woodward gets 
a phone call, it could be his 
daughter, a telemarketer, a 
friend or the president of 
the United States.

On Sept. 8, 1974, it was 
his reporting partner Carl 
Bernstein: “The son of a 
bitch pardoned the son of 
a bitch.”

Woodward registered 
immediately what Bern-
stein was referring to; af-
ter only 30 days in office, 
President Gerald Ford had 
granted a full and uncondi-
tional pardon to his prede-
cessor, Richard Nixon.

Along with other jour-
nalists, Woodward blamed 
Ford’s loss in the 1976 elec-
tion on that pardon. How-
ever, he could not under-
stand why Ford granted it if 
he knew it could cost him 
the election.

“I remember thinking, ‘It’s 
the final corruption of Wa-
tergate,’” Woodward said.

One of the most re-
nowned journalists in the 
country, he discussed his 
storied career as an inves-
tigative journalist with The 
Washington Post, including 
the aftermath of his and 
Bernstein’s investigation 
into the 1972 break-in of 
the Democratic National 
Committee headquarters 
in Washington, D.C. at the 
Watergate Complex. Wood-
ward delivered his remarks 
then spoke in conversa-
tion with Deborah Sunya 
Moore, senior vice presi-
dent and chief program of-
ficer, at 10:45 a.m. Thursday 
in the Amphitheater in the 
penultimate lecture of the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
Week Eight theme, “Free-
dom of Expression, Imag-
ination, and the Resilience 
of Democracy.”

In 1998, Woodward was 

speaking with Ford at his Cal-
ifornia home. The two had six 
previous interviews that year, 
but as they reached their final 
meeting, he wanted to ask a 
question more than two de-
cades in the making.

“Why did you pardon 
Nixon?” he asked Ford. 

As controversial as the 
decision was, Ford had yet 
to reveal his reasoning be-
hind the pardon. Many, in-
cluding Woodward, specu-
lated the two presidents had 
cut some sort of deal. He sat 
quietly so as to “let the si-
lence suck out the truth,” as 
they say in the CIA,  waiting 
for Ford’s response. 

“He said, ‘Let me tell you 
what happened,’ ” Wood-
ward recalled. “ ‘All of a sud-
den I was president, I’d been 
president for 30 days, and 
prior to becoming president 
I’d been Gerry Ford, politi-
cian, always thinking about 
what’s in my political inter-
est. All of a sudden, I’m up 
here and I’m looking down 
on the country and I have a 
different role; I have to ask 
what’s not good for Gerald 
Ford, but what’s good for 
the country.’ ”

Nixon dominated the 
headlines in the weeks fol-
lowing his resignation, de-
spite his wish that he no lon-
ger serve as a distraction to 
the country. Papers specu-
lated what cabinet members 
might follow his exit, ques-
tioned the fate of his tapes 
and if he would face criminal 
charges. Ford, Woodward 
said, realized the country 
needed to move on.

“Ford said, in this plain-
tive voice, ‘I needed my own 
presidency,’ ” he said. “ ‘I had 
to get Nixon off the front 
page and out of the news, 
into the history books.’ ”

Woodward said Ford 
knew he would suffer the 
consequences of the pardon, 

but felt it was in the nation’s 
best interest to move on. 

“I was sure it was cor-
ruption,” Woodward said. 
“Instead of being corrupt, 
it was courage. You can’t 
be in my business and not 
ask the question: What else 
don’t I understand? What 
else did I get wrong?”

In his farewell speech to 
White House staff, Nixon 
spent little time on what he 
got wrong. Woodward de-
scribed the address as the 
president “airing out griev-
ances.”

“Always remember, oth-
ers may hate you, but those 
who hate you don’t win 
unless you hate them, and 
then you destroy yourself,” 
Nixon said to his staff.

Woodward finds wisdom 
in those words from a man 
who failed to heed his own 
advice and personally suf-
fered the consequences.

“Hate was the poison 
driving him and his admin-
istration and his realization 
(was) that it didn’t destroy 
the enemies but destroyed 
him,” he said. “Political hate 
is so strong.”

Nearly 50 years later, the 
corrosive power of politi-

cal hatred remains strong. 
During 2019 and 2020, 
just after President Don-
ald Trump’s first impeach-
ment, the former president 
made a series of calls to the 
Woodward residence.

Persuaded by U.S. Sen. 
Lindsey Graham (R-SC), 
Trump allowed Woodward 
to record more than six 
hours of their conversa-
tions. One moment partic-
ularly stands out for Wood-
ward as defining the former 
president’s character.

He recalled sitting in 
a White House office as 
Dan Scavino, White House 
deputy chief of staff for 
communications, played 
Trump’s State of the Union 
address, though it was ed-
ited with “hyped-up ele-
vator music” and panned 
to the faces of Senators 
Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth 
Warren and Kamala Harris.

Woodward said the 
three looked passive as 
they watched his address, 
but Trump stood behind 
him commenting “Hate, see 
the hate?” each time they 
appeared on the screen.

“Trump infected himself 
with the hate and anger we 

see in our politics today,” 
Woodward said.

As Trump faces an on-
slaught of indictments for 
his alleged effort to over-
turn the 2020 election, 
Woodward does not share 
the concern of others that 
Trump poses a threat to de-
mocracy. He noted that de-
spite the former president’s 
crusade, Joe Biden still took 
office on Jan. 20, 2021. 

However, he said Trump 
has created a national at-
mosphere of mistrust. Re-
cent headlines raving about 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
admission that Trump lost 
the election demonstrates 
the former president’s abil-
ity to control the narrative.

Woodward said he hopes 
special counsel Jack Smith’s 
investigation into Trump 
will vindicate the fact-find-
ing process that made Wa-
tergate possible.

“We talk, interesting-
ly enough, about (how) we 
live in a post-truth era – we 
don’t,” he said. “Read that 
indictment; it is fact af-
ter fact. When I read it, I 
thought it’s the four pillars 
of journalism: Witnesses, 
participants, contempora-
neous notes … and docu-
mentation.”

Woodward and Bern-
stein’s Watergate investi-
gation is synonymous with 
those four pillars; the Uni-
versity of Texas purchased 
75 boxes of notes from the 
reporters for $5 million 
in 2003 to preserve them. 
This attention to detail has 
gained Woodward trust 
from some of the nation’s 
highest-ranking officials. 

In 1979, Woodward co-au-
thored The Brethren: Inside 
the Supreme Court, with 
journalist Scott Armstrong. 
The book gives a behind-
the-scenes account of one of 
the nation’s most important, 
but secretive, institutions.

Written with Wood-
ward’s trademark use of 
off-the-record sources, 
in which a source’s infor-
mation or name cannot be 
used for publication, Asso-
ciate Justice Potter Stewart 
was not revealed as the pri-
mary source for the book 
until his death in 1985.

After the book was pub-
lished, Woodward ran into 
Stewart at the Kennedy Cen-
ter and asked for his review.

“He looked at me and 
he said, ‘There’s a lot of 
truth in that book. Too 
much truth,’” Woodward 
said. “And so I think of that 
question, can we have too 
much truth? Not about the 
Supreme Court.”

In the decades since Wa-
tergate, many people have 
asked Woodward why he 
chose to pursue the story. 
His answer: It is the job of a 
journalist to point out what 
is not working.

He criticized the current 
state of news in the country, 
characterizing it as political 
and full of big personalities.

After Nixon resigned, The 
Washington Post publish-
er Katharine Graham left 
a scribbled note on Wood-
ward and Bernstein’s desk.

“Now don’t start think-
ing too highly of yourselves,” 
Woodward recalled the con-
tents of the letter. “Beware 
the demon pomposity.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Bob Woodward, associate editor at The Washington Post, delivers a portion of his morning lecture in conversation with Senior Vice President and Chief Program Officer Deborah Sunya Moore Thursday in the 
Amphitheater for the Week Eight theme of “Freedom of Expression, Imagination, and the Resilience of Democracy.”

Woodward, renowned Watergate reporter, reflects on storied career

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Woodward, co-author with Carl Bernstein of All the President’s Men, shared stories from his career covering the halls of power.
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Chautauquans gather to sing the Ukrainian National Anthem, in both English and Ukrainian, on July 21 outside of the Disciples of Christ denominational house on the Clark Brick Walk, as a way to demonstrate 
support for Ukraine while the war continues.

Anna Wilson, a Chautauquan visiting from Kentucky, joins other community members in singing the 
Ukrainian National Anthem.

The Ukrainian flag waves in the wind from the balcony of the Disciples of Christ Headquarters House at 
32 Clark.

Mariia Novoselia, from Odesa, Ukraine, left; and Kristian Yastrebova, from Kharkiv, Ukraine, lead 
Chautauquans in the singing of their country’s national anthem.

SLAVA
UKRAINI

It’s been one year, five months, three weeks, and five days since the 
beginning of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Last year, when longtime Chautauquan Thaddeus Popovich, of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, heard The Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) denominational house was installing a Ukrainian flag from its 
balcony, he seized the opportunity to become involved.

He suggested taking the simple gesture of displaying the flag and 
turning into a weekly ritual of solidarity.

“The war in Ukraine makes me feel awful about what’s happening 
there,” he said. “I feel helpless and hopeless at times. … I want to feel 
hopeful.”

Popovich, who is of Serbian descent but part of the Ukrainian com-
munity in Pittsburgh, suggested the Disciples of Christ add yet another 
way to honor Ukrainians during this time of war. 

At his home church, St. Brendan’s Episcopal Church in Franklin Park, 
the congregation sings the Ukrainian National Anthem in both English 
and Ukrainian each week. Popovich proposed carrying over the tradi-
tion to the Chautauqua community.

Because the Disciples of Christ already hosts weekly picnics, it was 
an easy integration, Popovich said, since he had the music MP3 files and 
sheet music on-hand.

“It is a very heartfelt experience, to honor a country who is suffering 
immensely by singing its national anthem in its own language. And we 
experienced that. We experienced that time and again when we sing it 
every Friday.”

Popovich taught in Kosovo in former Yugoslavia after the Kosovo 
War, which took place from February 1998 to June 1999. After seeing and 
hearing from students how their lives and families were torn apart by 
the war, he understood what Ukrainians were facing.

“I heard about it and saw it firsthand,” he said. “Thus, my empathy for 
what’s going on in Ukraine right now.”

Popovich encouraged others to take a few minutes out of their after-
noon “to show solidarity with our Ukrainian brothers and sisters” and 
join in at 7 p.m. tonight under the Ukrainian flag at the Disciples of Christ 
Headquarters House at 32 Clark.

“If you don’t think you can sing, just be with us. Presence is every-
thing,” he said. “It’s a beautiful sight and sound to behold.”

In weekly ritual of solidarity, Disciples of Christ  
gathers Chautauquans for Ukrainian anthem 

WORDS, PHOTOS & VIDEO BY BRETT PHELPS

VIEW THE VIDEO ON:
CHQDAILY.COM/UKRAINE
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For Eagle Scout project, Ritacco leads collection for Ukraine
MARIIA NOVOSELIA
STAFF WRITER

Paul Ritacco III has set up a 
donation box on the porch 
of the lilac house at 13 
Center to collect new and 
used sports equipment for 
youth and family centers in 
Ukraine. 

At 16 years old, Ritacco 
is a rising senior at St. An-
selm’s Abbey High School 
in Washington, D.C., a life-
long Chautauquan, an ush-
er in the Amphitheater, a 
deliverer for The Chautau-
quan Daily and the young-
est-ever graduate of the 
Chuatuaqua Literay and 
Scientific Circle. On his 
quest to become an Eagle 
Scout – something he said 
he has worked on for years 
– Ritacco came up with a 
project idea that he hopes 
will bring a little bit of joy 
to Ukrainian children. 

Having traveled to Po-
land and volunteered at 
the Ukrainian border with 
his father in April 2022, Ri-
tacco decided his project 
would be to collect sports 
equipment, like soccer 
balls, baseballs, baseball 
gloves and footballs.

“I wanted to do some-
thing to help Ukraine be-
cause I had been there (and) 
I had seen what was hap-
pening, the refugee crisis. 
There’s lots of international 
aid, but there are also areas 
that international aid tends 
to not cover – it’s not per-
fect,” he said. “I think that 
it’s important for people 
who have had to go through 
such a traumatic experience 
(to have) some avenue for 
fun, … even if it’s just playing 
soccer with the kids on the 
block for a minute.”

The choice of equipment, 
he said, is not accidental.

Ritacco said he is pri-
oritizing ball games be-
cause Americans are like-
ly to already have some 
extra equipment laying 
around, whereas for Ukrai-
nians, games like baseball 
or American football and 
something might be new. 

While at the border, Ri-
tacco and his father visited 
“distribution centers, ref-
ugee camps, see how they 
work and talk to people 
there.” He said he helped 
cook, deliver and hand out 
hot food like grilled chick-
en and kielbasa — which 
was much needed due to 
the cold weather and the 
amount of time people 
spent walking or driving 
across the border. 

The experience, Ritacco 
said, was eye-opening. 

“I saw what was happen-
ing on the news – it was 
horrible, but I didn’t ful-
ly comprehend what was 
happening until I got there. 
I (was) visiting these refu-
gee camps where it’s a gym 
with cots on the floor,” he 
said. “(There were) mothers 
carrying babies, with the 
little kids carrying their 
bag with all their worldly 
possessions, … just families 
who have lost everything 
and had to move to another 
country when most people 

don’t really leave their gen-
eral area. It was a situation 
that I had never witnessed 
before.”

By the end of 2022, about 
5.9 million people had been 
displaced within Ukraine 
because of Russia’s full-
scale invasion, and nearly 
5.7 million Ukrainians were 
seeking refuge outside 
the country, according to 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee 
Agency. 

The week-long trip to 
the border, Ritacco said, 
also helped him see the hu-
manity of others.

“(The Polish) were taking 
refugees into their homes, 
feeding them, opening up 
places to let them stay – all 
out of their own pocket be-
fore the government could 
do anything. That was also 
eye-opening,” he said. 

While April 2022 was Ri-
tacco’s first visit to Poland, 
his father, he said, had been 
to the country before – once, 
while he was in college. 

“My dad still knows some 
(Polish) from when he stud-
ied abroad in Poland, but all 
he knows is: ‘I’m sorry, my 
Polish is very bad.’ He says 
it so much it sounds good, 
which always makes for a 
funny conversation – when 
the people are like: ‘No, 
no, it’s not bad,’ and start 
speaking in Polish, which 
he doesn’t understand,” Ri-
tacco said. 

A friend of the Ritaccos’ 
runs a nonprofit organi-
zation in Poland which, 
he said, works with the 
Ukrainian Ministry of 
Youth and Sports. Ritacco 
said he is currently trying 
to arrange free shipping 
with an airline to send col-
lected equipment to Po-
land and then deliver it to 
Ukraine. He said he has 
collected enough funds to 
pay for the shipping in case 
negotiations with the air-
line fall through. 

Ritacco is a member of 
Troop 90, a 100-year-old 
Boy Scout chapter in Wash-
ington, D.C.  

Ritacco has been a scout 
since the first grade, and 
has held several leadership 
positions within the troop 
and taken part in multiple 
projects – “from renovat-
ing cross-country tracks 
to building staircases.” The 
earliest project that Ritac-
co can remember being a 
part of is packing lunch-
es for people in homeless 
shelters. 

Ritacco’s sports equip-
ment service project and 
a Board of Review assess-
ment are the last step be-
fore he can get the title 
of an Eagle Scout – what 
he called “a black belt” of 
scouting.

The goal, Ritacco said, 
is to collect at least six 
extra-large moving boxes 
full of equipment. So far, 
he said, he has accumulat-
ed enough equipment for 
two full boxes, with peo-
ple bringing “a massive 
cardboard box of base-
ball gloves,” “a whole trash 
bag full of different sports 

equipment” and more. 
He said he has also re-

ceived monetary donations 
of more than $1,000 that he 
will use to purchase new 
equipment. 

Ritacco said his dona-
tion campaign will consist 
of two rounds. First, he 
will be collecting items in 
Chautauqua until the end 
of Week Eight. He and his 
family will then return to 
Washington, D.C., and set 
up a second collection spot. 

“Doing a collection here 
and then there just doubles 
the amount of equipment I 
can get and send over,” Ri-
tacco said. 

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Paul Ritacco III stands on his front porch, sounded by donated sporting equipment from community members supporting his Eagle Scout 
project. Ritacco is collecting and donating sporting equipment to Ukrainian children and families forced to relocate due to the ongoing war. 
He hopes to collect enough equipment to fill six extra-large moving boxes to send to Ukraine.
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LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
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RUTH
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MARY
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LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON &
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DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to offer reprints of photos that 
appear in its pages through a new online service that will allow 
you to purchase even after you’ve left the grounds. Prints are 
available for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” and 11”x14” 
— and will be delivered to your preferred address, whether at 
Chautauqua or at home.

Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today to order your favorites.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures? Join 
the CHQ Assembly 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua. 
Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG
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Copyright © 2023 The UPS Store, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 00_139681072423

THE UPS STORE

10%
 

PACKAGING
Limit one coupon per customer. 
Not valid with other offers. Restrictions 
apply. Valid and redeemable only 
when presented at a participating 
location. The UPS Store centers are 
independently owned and operated. 
©2023 The UPS Store, Inc.
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Thursday Morning Brass to perform variety of selections in closing concert
SARAH RUSSO
STAFF WRITER

Music is a major part of 
most Chautauqua tradi-
tions. And one pillar of that 
community music tradition 
will be featured in concert 
this evening.

Under the leadership of 
Adian Chamberlain, Thurs-
day Morning Brass will per-
form at 5:30 p.m. tonight 
in Fletcher Music Hall, its 
final performance of the 
2023 season.

Although the group will 
perform on a Friday, the 
name Thursday Morning 
Brass comes from its re-
hearsals falling on Thurs-
day morning.

The musicians are all 

community volunteers and, 
appropriately, make up the 
brass section of the Chau-
tauqua Community Band.

Chamberlain said the con-
cert will include a “wide vari-
ety” of music, beginning with 
Renaissance brass selections. 

As those who have heard 
the group may know, Thurs-
day Morning Brass frequent-
ly plays marches. Chamber-
lain said the concert tonight 
will be no different. 

Aside from the bombast 
of the music popular in 
processionals and parades, 
this performance will also 
include music from Johann 
Sebastian Bach, George 
Gershwin and Giovan-
ni Gabrieli, as well as jazz 

selections written from 
the 1600s up to the  mod-
ern day. Each selection will 
showcase the talent of the 
brass musicians, Chamber-
lain said.  

“This is a little bit more 
serious,” Chamberlain said. 
“It’s not a super-serious 
concert; it’s going to be 
fun, but it’s a bit more pro-
grammed and has a variety 
of music.” 

While CCB, also under 
Chamberlain’s direction, 
only gets together once to 
practice a piece before a 
concert, Thursday Morning 
Brass has rehearsals every 
week and “spends the sum-
mer working up towards 
the concert,” he said. 

Chamberlain said there 
is something special about 
playing and being involved 
in Thursday Morning Brass.

“It’s just all the passion. 
People are doing it because 
they want to be there and 
that’s just a great thing 
when everyone turns up 
every week and they’re 
ready to go,” Chamberlain 
said. “There’s a real impe-
tus. I feel that the group’s 
been improving. Every year 

it’s grown a little bit, so it 
feels like we’re going in a 
good direction.” 

As a small ensemble, 
the members of Thursday 
Morning Brass are able to 
get input from each other, 
Chamberlain said.

“We’re just a team and 
we talk things through to-
gether,” Chamberlain said. 
“Everyone’s very welcome 
to say, and sometimes they 
do, ‘We like this’, ‘We don’t 
like that,’ ‘Can you please 
put that in?’ So there’s a bit 
of discussion there.” 

As much as Chamber-
lain wants to honor tradi-
tions of Thursday Morning 
Brass, he also recognizes 
how times have changed 
and he has learned to adapt 

and evolve the group as he 
works with them. While 
other groups may perform 
a concert per week, Cham-
berlain said that “might 
be a bit much” seeing as 
there’s only two months 
of the summer season at 

Chautauqua and he “doesn’t 
want to overdo it.” 

Instead, he hopes to add 
a handful of more concerts 
in the coming seasons, 
possibly in different loca-
tions such as the Athenae-
um Hotel or Bestor Plaza.

“Every year I’ve bought 
new music, so (we’re) mod-
ernizing the repertoire,” 
Chamberlain said. “Thurs-
day Morning Brass used 
to be a lot about marches, 
and now I’m trying to get 
things a bit varied. So we’ve 
got some older music, some 
contemporary music … just 
pushing that new reper-
toire (and) smartening the 
group up.”

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Aidan Chamberlain leads the musicians of the Thursday Morning Brass in a rehearsal last Friday in 
the Fletcher Music Hall. Thursday Morning Brass’ last concert of the season is at 5:30 p.m. tonight in 
Fletcher.

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Louis Prima Jr. and the Witnesses perform a brassy, jazzy concert last Friday in the Amphitheater. 

This is a little bit more serious. It’s not a super-serious 
concert; it’s going to be fun, but it’s a bit more 
programmed and has a variety of music.” 

—AIDAN CHAMBERLAIN 
Conductor, 

Thursday Morning Brass

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

Want to revisit your favorite lectures? Join the 
CHQ Assembly to keep up to date on events that 
take place at Chautauqua. 
Visit assembly.chq.org 
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TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

NEXT SEASON

NOTICES TRANSPORTATION

Goodell Lectureship, Hagen Lectures Fund 
provide for Rove, Axelrod in conversation

Martin Lectureship Fund supports Inazu, De La Torre

Rental, 2024 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA, Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location, Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.

For Sale: 19’ Flying Scot sailboat 
1975 for sale with trailer, 1 set of 
everyday sails and 1 set of rarely 
used 2002 racing sails including 
the spinnaker with all the go fast 
sailing options. $1750 or best 
offer 412-996-3856

NOW LEASING FOR 2024 
LARGE 1 AND 2 BEDROOM 
A P A R T M E N T S  H O T E L 
EFFICIENCIES ... DISCOUNTS 
FOR ADVANCE BOOKING ... 
FULL SEASON APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE . . .  REPLY TO 
LodgingatChautauqua@gmail.
com

Karl Rove and David Axel-
rod will appear in conver-
sation at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater. Rove’s 
appearance is made possi-
ble by the Charles Ellsworth 
Goodell Lectureship in Gov-
ernment and Public Affairs. 
Axelrod’s appearance is 
underwritten by the Susan 
Hirt Hagen Lectures Fund. 

The Charles E. Goodell 
Lectureship honors lifelong 
Chautauquan and U.S. Sen. 
Charles E. Goodell, who 
died of a heart attack in 1987 
at age 60. A Washington at-
torney and lobbyist for his 
final 16 years of life, Good-
ell was chairperson of the 
board of DGA Internation-
al, a firm representing Eu-
ropean companies bringing 
technology to the United 
States. He was associated 
with the Washington law 
office of King and Spalding 
in Atlanta. Goodell served 
nine years in the House of 
Representatives, repre-
senting a district which in-
cluded the Jamestown area. 
He was elected to his first 
full term in 1960. In 1968, 
Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller 
appointed him to the U.S. 
Senate to fill the unexpired 
term of Robert F. Kennedy. 
Goodell emerged as a lead-
ing critic of the Vietnam 
War and, largely because of 
a split within the Republi-
can Party over that issue, 
was defeated for election 
to a full term in 1970. In 
1976, President Gerald Ford 
appointed Goodell chair-

person of the Presidential 
Clemency Board, which re-
viewed clemency applica-
tions of more than 21,000 
Vietnam War resisters.  

The son of a physician, 
Goodell was born and 
raised in Jamestown, New 
York. A Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Williams Col-
lege, he graduated from 
Yale Law School and re-
ceived a master’s degree at 
the Yale Graduate School of 
Government. He first went 
to Washington in 1954 as a 
congressional liaison assis-
tant at the Justice Depart-
ment and then returned to 
Jamestown to practice law 
before running for Con-
gress. He was survived by 
his wife, Patricia Goldman, 
former senior vice presi-
dent of corporate commu-
nications for USAir, who 
passed away in July 2023. 
His first wife and loving 
mother of five boys, Jean, 
died in 1984. Their sons in-
clude William Goodell of 
Atlanta, Timothy Goodell of 
New York City, Roger Good-
ell of Bronxville, Michael 
Goodell of Los Angeles, and 
Jeffrey Goodell of Atlanta. 
He is also survived by 10 
grandchildren. Mr. Good-
ell was one of six children. 
His siblings included June 
Goodell Freeman, George 
W. Goodell, Dr. James P. B. 
Goodell, John L. Goodell, 
and lifelong Chautauquan 
Francesca Rappole.

The late Susan Hirt Ha-
gen of Erie, Pennsylvania, 

created an endowment in 
1993 to strengthen and 
support the lecture plat-
form and other education-
al and cultural purposes 
at Chautauqua. A lifelong 
Chautauquan and proper-
ty owner for many years, 
Hagen was a past member 
of the Chautauqua Insti-
tution Board of Trustees 
(1991–99). She and her hus-
band, Tom, chairman of the 
board of Erie Insurance 
Group, headquartered in 
Erie, were charter mem-
bers of the Bestor Society, 
and participated in the 
historic Chautauqua Town 
Meeting in Riga, Latvia. 

Susan Hagen was a grad-
uate of Wittenberg Univer-
sity where she had been 
an emerita member of its 
board of trustees, and a 
recipient of the universi-
ty’s Alumni Citation, hon-
orary Doctor of Humane 
Letters degree and Medal 
of Honor for her service to 
her community and to the 
university where the Susan 
Hirt Hagen Center for Civ-
ic and Urban Engagement 
is located. She also held a 
Master of Science degree 
in counseling from Gan-
non University in Erie and 
received Gannon’s Distin-
guished Alumni Award. 

For a number of years, 
Hagen was the managing 
partner of a consulting firm 
engaged in conflict resolu-
tion and group relations. 
She was a woman with 
many “firsts” to her cred-

it, including being the first 
woman to serve as presi-
dent of the United Way of 
Erie County (PA), and later 
received their Tocqueville 
Award.  She was also the 
first woman board member 
of the Fortune 500-listed 
Erie Insurance Group com-
panies, where she served 
for 35 years. She was 
named Woman of the Year 
for community service in 
the Erie area and served as 
a board member, volunteer 
and contributor to many 
social service, arts, and 
educational organizations 
over the years. In 2011, she 
was named a Distinguished 
Citizen of the Common-
wealth by the Pennsylvania 
Society. She also received 
the Edward C. Doll Award, 
the highest honor of the 
Erie Community Founda-
tion where, following her 
death in 2015, her family 
established the Susan Hirt 
Hagen Center for Transfor-
mational Philanthropy.  

Hagen had an exten-
sive impact in numerous 
nonprofit organizations 
through her volunteer work 
and philanthropy, includ-
ing at Chautauqua where 
her gifts have made possi-
ble visits from David Mc-
Cullough, Ken Burns and 
Fareed Zakaria, as well 
as the renewal of the Ha-
gen-Wensley House and the 
establishment of the Susan 
Hirt Hagen Center at the 
Chautauqua Amphitheater.

The Eileen and Warren 
Martin Lectureship for 
Emerging Studies in Bible 
and Theology provides sup-
port for the Interfaith Lec-
ture by John Inazu at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy, as well as the Inter-
faith Lecture by Miguel De 
La Torre at 2 p.m. Monday in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

Warren Martin estab-
lished this permanent en-
dowment fund in 2007 to 
enhance lectures sponsored 
by the Department of Reli-

gion on topics of emerging 
and/or cutting-edge stud-
ies in Bible and theology, 
with the goal of encourag-
ing a new understanding of 
previous scholarship.  

Inspiration from the lec-
tures of many theologians, 
such as Marcus Borg and John 
Dominic Crossan, ignited the 
Martins’ interest in creating 
an annual lectureship to sup-
port progressive thought in 
the field of religion.  

Although Eileen McCann 
Martin died in 2005, War-

ren’s gift, like every other 
aspect of his life, was made 
in tandem with the lively girl 
he met in the seventh grade 
in Sharpsville, Pennsylvania. 

After becoming the first 
high-school graduate on ei-
ther side of his family, War-
ren held a brief stint as a 
house painter and a clerk in 
the steel construction de-
partment at Westinghouse. 
He completed three years’ 
worth of college work in 15 
months by graduating from 
Washington and Jefferson 
College in the class of 1943, 
beginning seminary stud-
ies that year at Western 
Theological Seminary, an 
antecedent of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary.  

Following graduation, 
Warren served the Presbyte-
rian Church for 38 years, pa-
storing local congregations 
in Butler County, Reynolds-
ville, Apollo and Beaver, all in 
Pennsylvania, and working 
for 10 years in the develop-
ment office of the seminary. 
Warren died in 2017.

Eileen, in the meantime, 
stayed at home until the 
youngest of their four chil-
dren started school, and then 
earned her bachelor’s degree 
in education. She taught 
third- and fourth-graders for 
21 years. The couple retired 
in 1983, and the years that 
followed allowed for travel, 
volunteering, hobbies and 
Chautauqua.
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V I S U A L  A R T S

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

For Jeremy Boyle and Mark 
Franchino, functional objects 
do not need to be functional.

“Untitled 7” in Strohl Art 
Center focuses on craft and 
collaboration. The exhibition 
was curated by Judy Barie, 
the Susan and John Turben 
Director of CVA Galleries, and 
is on view through Sunday.

While most of the objects 
in the exhibition are crafted 
from wood and are based pri-
marily in functional objects, 
that’s essentially where their 
similarities end.

The exhibition includes a 
number of lighting fixtures 
recreated with wood, as well 
as an electrical conduit sys-
tem and heating duct, also 
made from wood. Nearby, 
portraits of light bulbs and a 
chair explore the boundaries 
between the two-dimension-
al and three-dimensional.

The centerpiece of the ex-
hibition is a sculptural lawn 
chair, crafted out of wood 
based on designs of older, 
lawn chairs typically woven 
with fabric or plastic.

Boyle has always loved 
work that is understated. 
He likes to look at utilitar-
ian objects as a source of 
inspiration.

“The formal topic of our 
work is looking at utilitarian 
things – things that are de-
signed for function, not for 
their aesthetic qualities, but 

in that they have a certain 
aesthetic quality,” he said.

Often, the duo are tak-
ing inspiration from these 
everyday objects, like 
lamps and electrical con-
duits, and recreating them 
in unfamiliar ways, using 
wood and other unexpect-
ed mediums to un-famil-
iarize a familiar object.

Boyle and Franchino large-
ly focus on craft and tradi-
tionally utilitarian objects 
with an exploration of famil-
iar objects in unfamiliar con-
texts. The two artists have 
been working together for 
about 10 years, originally col-
laborating while working at 
Clarion University.

“It kind of reached a point 
where it became a really fun 
collaboration where we could 
never figure out where an 
idea came from or how we 
arrived where we arrived. It 
was never his part/my part,” 
Boyle said. “It really became 
this great blur of authorship 
which is one of the things 
we’re most excited about and 
keeps us going.”

The two started with 
shared exhibitions of both 
separate and collaborative 
work, but the partnership 
eventually evolved into some-
thing much greater. Now, they 
can hardly distinguish who 
originates their many ideas 
and works.

Boyle, who comes from a 
background as a musician, 

enjoys the collaboration 
with Franchino. While his 
work with Franchino is very 
smooth and in-step, Boyle 
said sometimes collaboration 
with a lot of friction produces 
some of the most interesting 
and thought-provoking re-
sults.

“Untitled 7” combines 
the pieces of sculpture 
with two-dimensional por-
traits that portray the same 
installations situated in the 
exhibition.

For the pieces in the show, 
Boyle said the drawings often 
followed their sculptural coun-
terparts in creation. 

“It’s not a drawing that leads 
to the sculpture; it’s the sculp-
ture that leads to the drawing,” 
he said.

The two artists are far 
more interested in the pro-
cess of making rather than the 
end result that stems from it. 

“Even though we make ob-
jects, make things, kind of get 
to that point, we’re always far 
more interested in that pro-
cess – the iterative process,” 
Boyle said.

For the two, it’s exciting to 
collaborate, and their part-
nership helps to push both of 
them further in their experi-
mentation, artistry and craft.

“Any good collaboration 
is more than the sum of its 
parts,” Boyle said. “It’s really 
fun to be able to do some-
thing that’s equally yours and 
not yours.” 

Boyle, Franchino reimagine functional objects in non-functional ways in ‘Untitled 7’

Please call us at 716-357-2245 to reserve an 
awesome room for the 2024 Season.

ACT now to lock in on our early bird season 
rates for weekly rentals for the 2024 Season!

We have pet-friendly renovated rooms.

One Block from the AMP
Historic Lobby and Wicker Room
Catered Weekly Meet & Greet

Daily Maid Service
Elevator

Pet-Friendly Rooms

Contact us: rooms@careyinn.com 
9 Bowman Ave., Chautauqua, NY 14722 

716-357-2245     www.careyinn.com

“Chair (drawing).”“Light Bulb (drawings).”“Flourescent Bulb (drawings).”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Pieces by Jeremy Boyle and Mark Franchino are displayed in the exhibition “Untitled 7” in the second-floor gallery of the Strohl Art Center.
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P R O G R A M

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 18

6:15 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:15 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Nature Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Smith 
Wilkes Hall lakeside patio

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 
Rev. William H. Lamar IV, pastor, 
Metropolitan African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Kabalah on Meditation and Song.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House 

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
David Axelrod, senior political 
commentator, CNN. Karl Rove, 
columnist, The Wall Street Journal. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:15 Prose Writer-in-Residence 

Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) "Lizard, Lizard, 
Lizard, Lizard. There's Nothing 
Wrong with It If You Say It Enough 
Times." Michael Martone. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:15 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30 Jumu’ah Muslim Prayer. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

12:30 Garden Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of garden and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Meet at 
Odland Plaza

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 

(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Disciples of Christ Graybiel House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“Encountering God Through 
Music.” The Rev. Jacob Ledwon, 
pastor, St. Joseph University 
Parish, Buffalo New York. 
Methodist House Chapel

12:45 Kids Wiffleball. Sharpe Field

1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
John Inazu, Sally D. Danforth 
Distinguished Professor of 
Law and Religion, Washington 
University, St. Louis. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:30 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
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7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan (Silent Meditation/
Centering Prayer.) Hall of Philosophy

8:00 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in before 
you play. Fee. Tennis Center

8:00 Microplastics Cleanup Day. 
(Programmed by Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club, Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) Suitable for ages 5+. Meet 
at Children's Beach

9:00 Chautauqua Foundation, Inc. 
Membership Meeting. McKnight 
Hall

9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:45 Torah Study: Today's Torah for 
Today's Times. Rabbis Ron and 
Barbara Symons, Andrew Symons. 
Hurlbut Church

10:15 Hebrew Congregation Sabbath 
Service. Rabbis Ron and Barbara 
Symons, Andrew Symons, Cantorial 
Soloist. Kiddush lunch to follow. 
Hurlbut Sanctuary

11:30 Bryant Day Ceremony. (Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle.) Miller 
Bell Tower

12:30 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” Rabbi 

of Religion and IDEA Office.) UU 
House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30 (3:30 –4:30) Authors at the Smith. 
(Programmed by Smith Memorial 
Library.) Gary Sirak, author, How to 
Retire and Not Die. Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom

4:30 (4:30 – 6) Takeout Dinner. Farmer 
Brown’s BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Pre-order at 
chautauquawomensclub.org. CWC 
House

5:00 Cinema Film Screening. "Mission 
Impossible: Dead Reckoning." Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” 
Rabbis Ron and Barbara Symons; 
Cantorial Soloist Andrew Symons.
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your 
own beverage, salad or dessert 
to share. If rain, service at Smith 
Wilkes Hall and no Shabbat’zza. 
Miller Park

5:30 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:30 Thursday Morning Brass Final 
2023 Concert. Fletcher Music Hall

6:45 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) RSVP required. 
Fee. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL.  
Girl Named Tom. Amphitheater

Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30 THEATER. New Play Workshop. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Theater Company.) The Bleeding 
Class by Chisa Hutchinson. 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Visitors Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

3:00 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Georges C. 
Benjamin, MD, executive director, 
American Public Health Association. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:15 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Dedicated to discussion of preceding 
Contemporary Issues Forum. Hall of 
Missions

4:15 Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Resident Artist Series. Fredonia 
Jazz Faculty Collective. Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:45 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center 101

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Ginastera, Márquez 
& the Waltz” Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Amphitheater 
• Alberto Ginastera: Variaciones 
concertantes, Op. 23 – 21’ 
• Arturo Marquez: Danzon No. 2 – 19’ 
• J. Strauss Jr.: Geschichten aus dem 
Wienerwald (Tales from the Vienna 
Woods), Op. 325 – 11’ 
• Richard Strauss: Der Rosenkavalier 
Suite – 20’ 
-Con moto agitato  
-Allegro molto  
-Tempo di Valse, assai comodo da 
primo  
-Moderato molto sostenuto  
-Quick Waltz: Molto con moto

BRETT PHELPS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Comedian, writer and cardiac surgeon Bassem Youssef performs his stand-up routine “Late for Democracy,” including commentary on stereotypes of the Middle East and their 
effect on society, Wednesday in the Amphitheater. The former host of “Al-Bernameg,” Youssef starred in the first-of-its-kind political satire television show in the Middle East. 
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