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KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

For its deep, accessible dive 
into scientific knowledge, 
the 2023 Chautauqua Prize 
has been awarded to The 
Song of the Cell: An Explo-
ration of Medicine and the 
New Human, by Siddhartha 
Mukherjee.

The Chautauqua Prize 
has been annually award-
ed for 12 years to a book 
of fiction or literary non-
fiction, and honors the au-
thor — this year, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning and best-
selling author Mukherjee 
— for creating a significant 
contribution to the literary 
arts. Throughout the years, 
the winning books have been note-
worthy for opening inquiry and 
creating spaces for conversation 
among different kinds of readers.

Mukherjee will receive a $7,500 
prize and participate in a ceremony 
and reading at 5 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

“I was amazed and surprised and 
absolutely delighted,” Mukherjee 
said. “The Chautauqua Prize is one 
of the most important literary priz-
es that anyone can aspire to win in 
their career as a writer. I feel in-

credibly honored and hum-
bled in receiving this prize.”

Since appearing on shelves 
in October 2022, The Song of 
the Cell has been a New York 
Times Notable book, winner 
of the 2023 PROSE Award for 
Excellence in Biological and 
Life Science as well as “Best 
Book of the Year” from The 
Economist, Oprah Daily, Book 
Riot, the New York Public Li-
brary, and more.

Sony Ton-Aime, the Mi-
chael I. Rudell Director of 
Literary Arts, said he’s nev-
er seen an author combine 
science, knowledge and 
prose as well as Mukherjee.

“Siddhartha Mukherjee 
has made centuries of se-

rious scientific knowledge accessi-
ble to everyone through lively and 
masterful prose. This makes The 
Song of the Cell the perfect book 
to win the Prize this year, ” he said 
in an Institution press release an-
nouncing the winner in June.

The book begins in the late 
1600s, when Mukherjee introduces 
readers to English polymath Robert 
Hooke and Dutch merchant Antonie 
van Leeuwenhoek.

A life built on giving, helping, caring, healing opens gates of heaven, Feinstein preaches | Page 6
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ALYSSA BUMP
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Five-time Grammy Award winner 
Angélique Kidjo has released 16 al-
bums since she first started singing 
at 6 years old. After first perform-
ing virtually for Chautauqua as part 
of CHQ Assembly in 2020, now she 
will share her musical prowess in 
person at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater. 

“My father said I started singing 
before I started talking because I 
grew up surrounded by music,” Ki-

djo said. 
Kidjo considers her performanc-

es to be a community engagement, 
and she never takes her audience 
for granted. 

“My concert is not just with me 
on stage singing or playing music — 
it’s with the public,” she said. 

Originally from Bénin, Kidjo’s 
musical journey has spanned sev-
eral borders. She moved from Bénin 
to Paris in the 1980s due to political 
conflict. 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The 2023 Chautauqua Prize, created by Jamestown artist Angela Caley, will be presented 
to Siddhartha Mukherjee for The Song Of The Cell at 5 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy.

Researcher, writer Mukherjee to be celebrated 
for ‘The Song of the Cell,’ winner of  

2023 Chautauqua Prize 

See MUKHERJEE, Page 4

In morning lecture, Kidjo to share work of 
Batonga, inspire supportive action

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Influencing the world with more 
than her Grammy Award-winning 
music, activist Angélique Kidjo as-
pires to give back to the young 
entrepreneurial girls in her native 
continent of Africa. 

Kidjo — five-time Grammy Award 
winner, spokesperson for Affirma-
tive Finance Action for Women in 
Africa and founder of Batonga, a 
charitable foundation dedicated to 
support young girls’ education in 
sub-Saharan Africa — will give her 
lecture at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater.

She said her morning lecture will 
focus on Batonga and the impact of 
empowering young women. 

“If you see the potential of some-
one and you’re in a position to help 
that person unleash her or his own 
potential, you got to do it,” Ki-
djo said. “It’s beautiful to see what 
comes out of giving respect and 
seeing the other person that needs 
just your attention.”

To see the transformation in a 
person, she said, is humbling and 
scary but joyful. In May, Batonga 
opened its second office in Senegal 
after the first one in Bénin — Kidjo’s 
native country.

“Step by step, we’re trying to cov-
er the whole continent,” she said. 
“Every country in Africa is different, 
even if the problems are the same, 
the responses might be different.”

See LECTURE, Page 4

JAMES BUCKSER
STAFF WRITER

Daniel Jos-
lyn-Siemtiatkos-
ki works in the 
field of compara-
tive theology.

“What com-
parative theolo-
gy does is it tries 
to learn more, 
tries to answer theological 
questions by delving deeply 
into a tradition other than 
one’s own,” he said.

Joslyn-Siemtiatkoski will 

speak at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall 
of Philosophy as a 
part of Week Nine 
of the Interfaith 
Lecture Series, 
with its theme 
of “Realizing 
Our One World: 
S t r e n g t h e n i n g 
Interconnection.”

Joslyn-Siemtiatkoski is 
the Kraft Family Professor 
and director of the Center 
of Christian Jewish Learn-
ing at Boston College. He is 

the author of The More To-
rah, The More Life: A Chris-
tian Commentary on the 
Mishnah Avot.

“By writing a commentary 
on a Jewish text, what I did 
was I bracketed off my own 
kind of Christian presupposi-
tions first, and try to come to 
terms with the text solely as 
a Jewish text,” Joslyn-Siem-
tiatkoski said. “Then, I asked 
the question once I was done 
working through the com-
mentaries: What do I know 
now as a Christian that I 

didn’t have as deep of an 
awareness of before?”

He said the field of com-
parative theology “devel-
oped more in dialogue with 
Eastern traditions,” with 
Christianity looking at Ju-
daism as closely related.

“Comparative theology 
really developed out of Chris-
tians living in non-monothe-
istic contexts and asking, 
‘OK, how do I make sense of 
this vibrant religious tradi-
tion that’s all around me?’ ” 
Joslyn-Siemtiatkoski said.

The More Torah, The 
More Life is part of a series 
of Christian commentar-
ies on non-Christian sacred 
texts, he said. In Judaism, he 
said this would be the He-
brew Bible, but Joslyn-Siem-
tiatkoski went beyond.

“I took the next step to 
say, ‘OK, what are other 
texts in the Jewish tradition 
that might be worth com-
menting on?’ ” Joslyn-Siem-
tiatkoski said. “Mishnah Avot 
is what we would call a wis-
dom sayings collection from 

about the end of the second 
century of the common era, 
roughly contemporaneous 
with early Christianity, so 
that’s why it was kind of a 
useful text to engage with.”

At Boston College, Jos-
lyn-Siemtiatkoski said the 
Center of Christian-Jew-
ish Learning is designed 
to “foster the repair of re-
lationships between Jews 
and Christians in the wake 
of the Holocaust.”

See INTERFAITH, Page 4

Joslyn-Siemtiatkoski to discuss ‘cultivating curiosity,’ understanding across religions

Grammy winner Kidjo to bring  
globe-spanning mix of influences  

to Amp performance

See KIDJO, Page 4
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Chautauqua Visual Arts is 
wrapping up its season with 
this year’s exhibiting member 
show, titled “Into the Blue.”

The collection of piec-
es highlights the talent of 

the Chautauqua Visual Arts 
community and uplifts the 
vibrant arts scene already 
on the grounds. The exhi-
bition features Chautauqua 
artists working in mediums 
like paint, photography, tex-
tiles and sculpture. Situated 
in Fowler-Kellogg Art Center, 
“Into the Blue” celebrates the 
beauty of not just the Institu-
tion, but of the entire Earth. 
The exhibition closes today.

This season’s theme, of 
course, welcomes blue tones, 
melancholic moods, and land 
and seascapes through vari-
ous interpretations and me-
diums introduced into the 
conversation. “Into the Blue” 

emphasizes the classical 
while looking to contempo-
rary, modern techniques, too.

Pieces like Pam Spremul-
li’s “CHQ Blues,” Rita Argen 
Auerbach’s “Wash,” Jan-
et Hyland’s “Winter on the 
Lake” and “Movement in 
Blues,” Janice Stefko’s “Chau-
tauqua Blooms No. 5” and 
“Chautauqua Blooms  No. 7” 
and Gail Gamble’s “Chautau-
qua Countryside,” capture 
the beauty of the grounds 
through different seasons 
and different subjects.

While many pieces pay 
homage to Chautauqua and 
its grounds, “Into the Blue” 
also hosts a selection of oth-

er land and seascapes, high-
lighting the beauty all around 
us. The collection of these 
works ask viewers to engage 
in a conversation and delve 
“into the blue.”

Filling the gallery walls, 
the landscapes in this col-
lection of work pay tribute 
to a number of art move-
ments. Artists in the ex-
hibition find inspiration in 
everything from the loose 
brush strokes and emphasis 
on light and “en plein air” 
creation of Impressionism, 
the sublime of Romanticism, 
and the heavily abstracted 
and distorted natures of 
abstract expressionism and 
contemporary landscapes.

“Pond Reflection” by Su-
san Hood, “Blue Bayou” and 
“Crystal Blue Persuasion” by 
Lynn LeFauve, “Lake View” 
by Sally Hootnick, “Murmu-
ration: A Prayer for Ukraine” 
by Anne Cutri and “Packard 
Manor” by Bob Jeffrey are 
just some of the works that 
exist in the middle space 
between fully realized 
landscape paintings and 
abstract expressionist por-
trayals of nature, provid-
ing a bridge between styles 
and engaging with viewers 
about all that a landscape 
can include.
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Photography/video crews on grounds today, Friday
Chautauqua Institution Gate Passes state: “By entering 
the grounds, you indicate you are aware that you may 
be photographed/recorded on video.” Additionally, we 
want to make note of a specific project this week. Today 
and Friday, video and photography crews will be captur-
ing still and video imagery for use in future Institution 
communications and marketing campaigns. The crews 
will be centering on specific subjects and people who are 
knowingly participating in the process. The crews will be 
sensitive to surroundings and programs in process, and 
will avoid disruptions to the fullest extent possible. In 
some instances, Chautauquans may be captured in back-
grounds of images and videos. Direct questions to Emily 
Morris, emorris@chq.org.

Chautauqua Dialogues welcomes new facilitators
Join the Chautauqua Dialogues as a facilitator. Chautau-
qua Dialogues provides an opportunity for Chautauquans 
to have meaningful engagement and conversation within 
the context of the Chautauqua weekly theme in an infor-
mal and small group setting led by a trained facilitator. 
Nineteen sessions will be offered every week this season. 
For information, contact rogerdoebke@me.com.

Chautauqua Science Group news
There is a speaker change for this week’s presentation; 
at 9:15 a.m. today in the Hurlbut Church Sanctuary, Ice-
landic writer and filmmaker Andri Magnason will discuss 
the role of mythology and personal history in communi-
cating climate science.

Join the Chautauqua Choir
Sing with the Chautauqua Choir for performances in 
the final morning and evening Sunday worship services. 
Open to those who have experience singing in choirs 
and the ability to read music, anyone interested must 
attend one out of three weekly rehearsals, although two 
or more are recommended. Rehearsals are at 6:15 p.m. 
Thursdays at Smith Wilkes Hall, and Fridays and Satur-
days at Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. New members should 
arrive early for their first rehearsal to register and be 
assigned a music folder. Email chqchoir@gmail.com or 
call 716-357-6321.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique from noon to 2 p.m. today behind the Col-
onnade features a bag sale, or 75% off. Artists at the Market 
is from 1 to 4 p.m. today and Thursday at the Chautauqua 
Farmers Market. Language Hour is at 1 p.m. today at the 
CWC House, with French, Spanish, German and Swedish.

Smith Memorial Library news
Please join library staff and friends at 4:45 p.m. Thursday 
on the front steps of the Smith Memorial Library for the 
Fifth (Somewhat) Annual Kazoo Chorale. All are welcome 
to participate; kazoos and song sheets provided.

At 11:15 a.m. Saturday in the Marion Lawrance room in 
Hurlbut Church, Steve Barrett will lead a discussion on 
“Taking Care” by Joy Williams. No tuition charge. Spon-
sored by the Smith Memorial Library and Hurlbut Church. 

Women in Ministry news
Women in Ministry will be held at noon today at the Hall of 
Missions. The Twelve Step Meeting will be held at 12:15 p.m. 
today in the Marion Lawrance room in Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation news
The Hebrew Congregation of Chautauqua is sponsoring 
its last Lunch and Learn at 12:30 p.m. today in the Everett 
Jewish Life Center. Russ Linden, author of Loss and Dis-
covery: What Torah Can Teach Us about Leading Change 
will speak about “Why Do People Resist Change?  Lessons 
from the Torah and Contemporary Leaders.”

‘Into the Blue’ dives into Chautauqua Visual Arts’ community

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

Native Plant Sale and 
Lakeside Buffer Walk.

Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy, conservationist 
Carol Markham, and local 
nurseries’ native plants.

Sat. Aug. 
26

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with a Buffer Walk 
at noon

Chautauqua Marina, 104 West 
Lake Road (Rt. 394) Mayville, 
New York, just across the street 
from Webb’s Restaurant

Benefit for the 
Chautauqua 
Watershed 
Conservancy

Betty Pfhol  
Memorial

N/A Sun. Aug.
3 2 p.m. 

Chapel of the Good Shepherd, 
reception to immediately follow 
at 16 miller Park

Family of Betty 
Pfhol

BULLETIN 
BOARD

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing in 

the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. The 

Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. 

Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

See INTO THE BLUE, Page 7

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Pieces are displayed in “Into the Blue: Open CVA Members Exhibition” on the first floor of Fowler-Kellogg Art Center.
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KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Under sunny skies with 
waves crashing in from 
Chautauqua Lake, the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle celebrated 
Bryant Day Saturday morn-
ing near the Miller Bell 
Tower, officially marking a 
new CLSC reading year.

To kick things off, CLSC 
Octagon Manager Stephine 
Hunt and CLSC Graduate Fel-
low Emma Ginader led Chau-
tauquans and CLSC members 
and alumni alike gathered 
in front of the Bell Tower to 
sing, “From Age to Age They 
Gather,” to the tune of “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic.”

Hunt and Sony Ton-
Aime, the Michael I. Rudell 
Director of Literary Arts, 
announced five selections 
for the coming year, for 
both CLSC Young Readers 
and the CLSC.

The first book an-
nounced was The Hitherto 
Secret Experiments of Ma-
rie Curie, by Bryan Thomas 
Schmidt and Henry Herz, 
for CLSC Young Readers.

“This (is a) fabulous col-
lection of stories that in-
spire delight and ask the 
question, ‘What if (Curie) 
had used her talents for dia-
bolic purposes?’ ” Ton-Aime 
said. “(The book) includes 20 
short stories and poems by 
award-winning writers in-
cluding New York Times best-
selling authors Seanan Mc-
Guire, Scott Sigler, Jane Yolen, 
Alethea Kontis and Jonathan 
Maberry, among others.”

Next, Apple: Skin to the 
Core, by Eric Gansworth, 
is a combined CLSC and 
CLSC Young Readers selec-
tion for Week Six next year, 
themed “Exploring the 
Transformative Power of 
Music with Renee Fleming.” 

Each book was wrapped in 
gift paper, which Hunt re-
moved as Ton-Aime read 
descriptions.

“Eric Gansworth tells his 
story, the story of his family 
— of Onondaga among Tus-
caroras — of Native folks 
everywhere,” Ton-Aime 
said, “from the horrible 
legacy of the government 
boarding schools, to a boy 
watching his siblings leave 
and return and leave again, 
to a young man fighting to 
be an artist who balances 
multiple worlds.”

Gansworth, Ton-Aime 
said, “shatters the slur” and 
reclaims it in verse, prose 
and imagery that truly lives 
up to the word “heart-
breaking.”

The CLSC Young Readers 
announcements concluded, 
the next book unveiled was 
The Devil’s Element: Phos-
phorus and a World Out of 
Balance, by Dan Egan. It will 
be the CLSC selection for 
2024’s Week Three: “What 
We Got Wrong: Learning 
from Our Mistakes.” Egan is 
a Pulitzer Prize finalist, and 
was a CLSC author in 2019 
for his book The Death and 
Life of The Great Lakes.

“The story of phospho-
rus spans the globe and 
vast tracts of human his-
tory,” Ton-Aime said. “But 
it’s also the key component 
of the most vital: fertilizer. 
… Egan also explores the 
alarming reality that di-
minishing access to phos-
phorus poses a threat to 
the food system worldwide 
— which risks rising con-
flict and even war.”

Next, Deborah Sunya 
Moore, senior vice presi-
dent and chief program of-
ficer, led those gathered in 
the traditional litany about 
the essential value of books 
and how humankind is im-
mortalized in books.

Returning to Chautau-
qua in Week Nine of 2024, 
this time as a CLSC au-
thor, is Nicole Cuffy — the 
inaugural Chautauqua Ja-
nus Prize winner — for her 
novel Dances. She’ll present 
her debut novel in a week 
themed “Rising Together: 
Our Century of Creativi-
ty and Collaboration with 
Wynton Marsalis and Jazz 
at Lincoln Center.”

“At 22 years old, Cece 
Cordell reaches the pinna-
cle of her career as a ballet 

dancer when she’s promot-
ed to principal at the New 
York City Ballet,” Ton-Aime 
said. “She’s instantly cat-
apulted into celebrity. … 
Haunted by the feeling that 
she doesn’t belong, she be-
gins to unravel the loose 
threads of her past.”

The final CLSC selec-
tion announced at Bryant 
Day was Horse, by Geral-
dine Brooks — a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author — for 
Week Five, on “Our Great-
est Challenges (That We 
Can Do Something About).” 
Set in three different time 
periods, Horse explores the 
scenes of 1850s Kentucky, 
1950s New York City and 
2019 Washington, D.C.

“When the nation erupts 
in civil war, an itinerant 
young artist who has made 
his name on paintings of the 
racehorse takes up arms for 
the Union,” Ton-Aime said. 
“Martha Jackson, a gallery 
owner noted for taking 
risks, becomes obsessed 
with a 19th-century eques-
trian oil painting.”

Among the characters 
are Jess a Smithsonian sci-
entist from Australia, and 
Theo, a Nigerian-Amer-
ican art historian, who 

find themselves unexpect-
edly connected through 
their shared interest in the 
horse. Horse was a finalist 
for the 2023 Chautauqua 
Prize, and Brooks a fre-
quent CLSC author.

Following the announce-
ments, Hunt and Ginader 
led Chautauquans in a fi-
nal song, “Our Aims Reach 
to the Sky” to the tune of 
“America (My Country ‘Tis 
of Thee).”

Lastly, but certainly not 
least, Ton-Aime announced 
the vertical theme for the 
2024 CLSC season: “Leg-
acy.” The vertical theme 
serves as a combined 
theme between the CLSC, 

Chautauqua Lecture Series 
and Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries platforms.

“As we reflect on our ses-
quicentennial celebration, 
we consider the legacy we 
carry forward into the next 
150 years,” he said. “Our 
time at Chautauqua and 
our encounters with lit-
erature in particular, goes 
to evaluate what we have 
learned here, and what we 
would take with us as con-
tributions to the world.”

The ceremony ended 
with graduates of the CLSC 
Class of 2023 - and any-
one else in attendance who 
wanted to - ringing the bell 
in the Miller Bell Tower.

Bryant Day rings in 2024 reading year with 5 titles announced for CLSC, CLSC Young Readers

NGO lead Mathonsi delivers final 2023 AAHH presentation

CARRIE LEGG / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sony Ton-Aime, the Michael I. Rudell Director of Literary Arts, and CLSC Octagon Manager Stephine Hunt, announce Eric Gansworth’s Apple: Skin to the Core as a combined selection for the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle and the CLSC Young Readers during the annual Bryant Day celebration Saturday near the Miller Bell Tower. 

At 3:30 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Claire 
Mathonsi delivers the fi-
nal installment of the 2023 
Chautauqua Speaker Se-
ries, programmed by the 

African American Heritage 
House, this week dedicated 
to the theme “The Glob-
al South: Expanding the 
Scope of Geopolitical Un-
derstanding.”

Mathonsi is deputy exec-
utive director at Advocacy 
Accelerator, a non-govern-
mental organization dedicat-
ed to African-led solutions; 
its work focuses on building 
competence while changing 
mindsets about what it takes 
for individuals and organiza-
tions to do advocacy, accord-
ing to its website. 

“Our endgame is stron-
ger advocacy practices that 
drive accountability and im-
pact within the health and 
development sector,” the 
NGO shares on its website.

Mathonsi has exten-
sive experience in women’s 
rights and gender equality 
in a global context with di-
rect experience across Asia, 
Anglophone and Franco-
phone Africa, Europe, East-
ern Europe and Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. 

She has comprehensive 
insight and practical expo-
sure from decades of ex-
perience in development, 
feminist transformation 
and integration for devel-
opment, program delivery, 
influencing and advocacy, 
(global, regional and sub 
regional), and feminist and 
women’s rights architecture 
driving transformation with 
communities in the devel-
opment and private sectors.

At the Advocacy Accel-
erator, Mathonsi focuses on 
advocacy capacity strength-
ening to support locally 
driven advocacy agendas to 
ensure durable and sustain-
able change in Africa. 

Her particular focus is on 
feminist advocacy capacity 
strengthening. The goal of 
her work, according to her 
bio for Akina Mama Wa Af-

rika, where she sits on the 
board of African Women 
Leaders, is to see a feminist 
world where the transfor-
mation agenda for African 
women, in all their diversity, 
is set by African women, in 
all their diversity. 

MATHONSI
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As we reflect on our sesquicentennial celebration, 
we consider the legacy we carry forward into the 
next 150 years. Our time at Chautauqua and our 
encounters with literature in particular, goes to 
evaluate what we have learned here, and what we 
would take with us as contributions to the world.”

—SONY TON-AIME
Michael I. Rudell Director of Literary Arts, 

Chautauqua Institution

chqdaily.com
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It’s the first Prize winner to 
cover hard science so ex-
tensively.

“(Winning the Prize) 
inspires me to be a more 
thoughtful writer,” said 
Mukherjee, an associate 
professor at Columbia Uni-
versity and a cancer phy-
sician and researcher. “My 
writing sits in an interdis-
ciplinary arena between 
science, history, memoir 
and medicine.”

In recognizing his “out-of-
the-genre” book, Mukher-

jee said the Institution has 
inspired him to continue 
breaking boundaries in his 
writing and thinking. His 
previous books include The 
Gene: An Intimate History 
and The Emperor of All Mal-
adies: A Biography of Cancer.

The Song of the Cell is the 
story of how scientists dis-
covered cells, began to un-
derstand them and are now 
using that knowledge to 
push medical boundaries.

“The Song of the Cell is 
not only about cell biolo-
gy, but also about what it 
means to be human, what 

defines us now and what 
will define us in the future,” 
Mukherjee said. “I thought 
it was an urgent history 
and story to convey to my 
readers.”

Writers such as Lewis 
Thomas, Atul Gawande and 
Richard Roves paved the 
road that combine science, 
medicine and literature, 
and Mukherjee said he is 
proud to be recognized as 
part of this tradition.

“Science is about discov-
ery and books that convey 
that acute sense of discov-
ery will always be not only 

the scientific canon, but also 
the literary canon,” he said.

In his prose approach, 
Mukherjee said all of his 

writing attempts to com-
bine these elements.

“I often think these dis-
tinctions are arbitrary,” he 

said. “There’s no reason 
writing amongst science 
and medicine cannot be 
poetic.”

“When I left my country, I 
was able to catch up with 
the music that had been 
banned for more than 10 
years under the dictator-
ship, which banned every 
type of music,” Kidjo said. “It 
was through the traditional 
music of my ancestors that 
I was able to open myself to 
different types of music.”

Her music has West Af-

rican elements alongside 
European, Latin American 
and American influences. 

Her 15th and most re-
cent album, 2021’s Mother 
Nature, features collabo-
rations with several young 
African producers and sing-
ers. Prior to that, in 2019, 
she released Celia, a tribute 
album to “Queen of Sal-
sa” Celia Cruz. In 2018, she 
worked with producer Jeff 
Bhasker on Remain in Light, 
a track-by-track reimagin-

ing of the smash 1980 album 
by the Talking Heads.

“No (type of) music has 
been impossible for me to 
do because I always find my 
roots in it,” she said. 

Kidjo considers Africa to 
be the cradle of humanity 
and believes all people, no 
matter their skin color, are 
born from that continent. 

“That’s why I say all music 
comes from Africa because 
it is in our DNA,” she said. 
“Music has no color, has no 

discrimination. It is in our 
DNA — wherever we go on 
this planet, whichever in-
strument we play or sing — 
Africa is at the center of it.”

Kidjo originally planned 
to study human rights law, 
but she ended up studying 
music. Now, she balances 
both activism and artistry 
as a musician focused on 
advocacy.

As a UNICEF and OX-
FAM Goodwill Ambassador, 
Kidjo travels the world to 

champion human rights. 
She also founded Batonga, a 
charitable foundation ded-
icated to supporting the 
education of young girls in 
Africa. She will discuss her 
advocacy work during her 
morning lecture at 10:45 
a.m. today in the Amp. 

In May, she accepted the 
Polar Music Prize in Sweden. 
Considered the “Nobel Prize 
of Music,” the award recog-
nizes “significant achieve-
ments in music,” with past 

recipients including Paul 
McCartney, Joni Mitchell, 
Bjork, Miriam Makeba, Gil-
berto Gil and Yo-Yo Ma.

“Music is a powerful tool 
because it doesn’t have 
a master. Music is about 
freedom,” Kidjo said. “Mu-
sic is in the home of every 
single human being on the 
planet. Leaders come and 
go, but music stays.”

Daily staffer Kaitlyn Finch-
ler contributed to this report.

The young girls Batonga 
helps are from the poorest 
areas with “no hope of a fu-
ture whatsoever,” she said. 
There’s no agenda, she said, 
so the foundation is willing 
to trust someone and give 
them what they need to be 
successful.

“I can’t even tell you how 
afraid (in a good way) I am 
to see the power I am un-
leashing (by) helping those 
girls unleash and changing 
the communities,” Kidjo 

said. “During the pandem-
ic, they were up to the fore-
front of the fight, manufac-
turing soap (and) masks 
day in and day out.”

People who aren’t in Ki-
djo’s position can still help, 
she said, by supporting or-
ganizations like Batonga. 
The girls in Bénin and Sen-
egal are savvy and can start 
a business with $20 and 
make $200 in six months.

“(The girls will say), ‘We 
tell our kids to wash our 
hands and we don’t have 
soap,’” Kidjo said. “So that, 
we can provide. … I say to 

them, ‘Amen, go for it.’ ”
From her lecture, Ki-

djo said she wants people 
to understand how crucial 
critical thinking is. To live 
in a world where people 
acknowledge each other, it 
can’t be taken at face value. 

“We question, ‘If I was 
given a chance to change the 
world, what will I do?’ ” Kidjo 
said. “You cannot change 
the world if you’re not free 
and if you don’t respect oth-
er people’s freedom.”

Born and raised in Bénin 
— formerly Ouidah, French 
Dahomey — Kidjo had to 
move to Paris in the 1980s 
due to political conflict. 
She intended to be a human 
rights lawyer, but ended up 
studying music — yet still 
became an activist in a dif-
ferent way.

“I’m glad I am in a posi-
tion where I can give and 
instill hope in the young 
adolescent girls in my 
country,” she said. 

If people can face chal-
lenges and offer support in 
America, she said, there’s no 
reason not to help abroad.

“We have lived up to the 
challenge of being an Amer-
ican,” Kidjo said, “which is 
being above everything and 
seeing people as who they 
are, not their skin color or 
financial means, but just hu-
man beings in America who 
live in the same country.”

People share the same 
ecosystem, she said, but not 

the same reality. The Glob-
al South is underestimated, 
and Kidjo believes it’s one of 
richest regions on the planet.

“(America) tells a negative 
story about the Global South 
to justify all the wrongdoing 
that was done there,” she 
said. “We (need to) take into 
account what is at the core 
of the Global South failure — 
slavery and … synchroniza-
tion over resources.”

Daily staffer Alyssa Bump 
contributed to this report.

Boston College, a Jesuit Cath-
olic institution, is commit-
ted to the “various teachings 
the Roman Catholic Church 

has issued since the Second 
Vatican Council,” which in-
structs Christians to “recom-
mit to creating positive rela-
tionships between Jews and 
Christians,” Joslyn-Siemtiat-
koski said.

His talk will be about “cul-
tivating curiosity,” and “how 
we can learn how to engage 
with difference,” he said.

The lecture will include 
discussion on the role of the 
state of Israel in the Jewish 
community and act as an “ex-
amination of what happens 
when we get curious about 

another tradition,” he said.
“In a lot of ways, the rela-

tionships between Jews and 
Christians have seemed to be 
conflictual,” Joslyn-Siemtiat-
koski said. “But if we cultivate 
curiosity, we begin to take 
ourselves out of the equation 
and listen to the other more 
deeply.”

KIDJO
FROM PAGE 1

MUKHERJEE
FROM PAGE 1

LECTURE
FROM PAGE 1

INTERFAITH
FROM PAGE 1

Science is about discovery and books that convey that acute sense of discovery 
will always be not only the scientific canon, but also the literary canon. ...
I often think these distinctions are arbitrary. There’s no reason writing amongst 
science and medicine cannot be poetic.”

—SIDDHARTHA MUKHERJEE
Author, 

The Song of the Cell: An Exploration of Medicine and the New Human

If you see the potential of someone and you’re in a position to help that person unleash her or his own 
potential, you got to do it. It’s beautiful to see what comes out of giving respect and seeing the other person 
that needs just your attention.”

—ANGÉLIQUE KIDJO



Wednesday, August 23, 2023	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Page 5

L E C T U R E

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

With a court date the same 
day, Shahidul Alam instead 
came to Chautauqua to de-
liver a morning lecture in 
an act of defiance against 
the Bangladeshi govern-
ment because, he said, peo-
ple and their work matter.

Alam, a photographer 
and National Geograph-
ic Explorer-at-Large, de-
livered his lecture at 10:45 
a.m. Tuesday in the Amphi-
theater for Week Nine of the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series, 
“The Global South: Expand-
ing the Scope of Geopoliti-
cal Understanding.”

“In my profession, I meet 
a lot of people who are per-
secuted with their backs up 
against the wall, frightened 
and don’t know what to do,” 
he said. “They faced repres-
sion on a daily basis and I 
can understand their situa-
tion — I’ve been there.”

For all sorts of reasons, 
he said, people want to give 
up, because there’s a limit 
to how much they can push 
themselves. If people give 
up, they become accomplic-
es to the repressor.

“By accepting that status 
quo, by stopping to push, 
you have actually made it 
possible for them to no lon-
ger be repressive overtly,” 
Alam said. “Repression is 
then normalized.”

Alam said he wants to re-
mind people what they do 
matters — especially Chau-
tauquans, since they live in 
“one of the most powerful 
countries in the world.”

“Whether you like it or not, 
that has an influence that we 
need to remember,” he said. 
“Your actions have conse-
quences on the globe itself.”

He showed pictures of 
his parents, brother and sis-
ter. His late father, Kazi Abul 
Monsur, was a physician and 
microbiologist in Bangladesh. 

Monsur received inter-
national acclaim for devel-
oping Monsur’s Media for 
the isolation of cholera, as 
well as setting up the first 
intravenous fluid plant in 
Bangladesh, while serving 
as the director of the Insti-
tute of Public Health.

His relationship with his 
brother, seven years his se-
nior, was the closest Alam 
had ever been to someone 
— other than his partner — 
before he died by suicide. 
His sister, nine years older, 
is a retired bacteriologist 
living in London.

His mother was a highly 
educated Muslim woman 
— just one of a few — and 
when she received back-
lash for wanting to set up 
a school, she set up a tent 
with 14 kids and created a 
kindergarten class, which 
eventually became a brick-
and-mortar school for girls.

Fast-forward to the 1971 
liberation of Bangladesh, fol-
lowing a bloody civil war and 
genocide, when the Pakistani 
army rounded up the leading 
intellectuals of the country 
before surrendering.

A photo of this, by Ban-
gladeshi photojournalist 
Rashid Talukder, Alam said, 
illustrates many things. 

“From a personal point 
of view, we had a liberat-
ed country, but we didn’t 
have the people to run it,” 
he said. “Not only had (Ban-
gladesh) been decimated, 
the people were not there.”

His parents, although not 
wealthy, put together enough 
for Alam’s ticket to Liverpool, 
England, to live with his sis-
ter, who was already there 
with her husband.

At 17 years old, Alam 
worked odd jobs and attend-
ed the Liverpool Institute — 
namely because he knew The 
Beatles studied there — and 
graduated with a degree in 
biochemistry and genetics.

“Being from an academic 
family, I then went on to do a 
Ph.D. in organic chemistry in 
London,” he said. “I loved that 
carefree life. I was discover-
ing girls for the first time. I 
was having a great time.”

While indulging in every-

thing he could, Alam said he 
became involved with the 
Socialist Workers Party and 
participated in pro-LGBT 
and anti-racism marches.

“What impressed me was 
that they used images so ef-
fectively in their campaign,” 
he said. “Perhaps because 
of the war of liberation, but 
also generally, I was very 
committed to social justice.”

This led Alam to wonder 
if Bangladesh really needed 
another research chemist, 
and he could possibly con-
tribute more as a photog-
rapher. He decided to move 
back to Bangladesh, mostly 
because he didn’t know his 
parents as an adult, and they 
were very special to him.

“Having led this Bohemi-
an life in London, I knew it 
was not going to be easy to 
live with my parents as an 
adult,” he said. “I thought, 
‘Yeah, this is something I 
need to do.’ ”

Suspecting it was more 
difficult for his parents 
than him, Alam said the 
difficulties didn’t come 
from where he’d expected.

“I’d forgotten some of the 
things that we took for grant-
ed,” Alam said. “In a country 
like Bangladesh, most mid-
dle-class homes have home 
help, as we did in ours.”

As a photographer, he 
said, the difference is know-
ing photographers take pic-
tures that can change the 
world. There was a young 
man, Mizan, who cleaned 
their television room while 
they watched TV, but 
wouldn’t sit in the room 
with them; he stood in the 
doorway and watched.

“Physically, it’s a small 
distance, but culturally, po-
litically (and) socially, it’s 
a chasm,” Alam said. “It’s 
something we recognize 
(and) take on board without 
ever questioning it.”

After taking a photo of 
Mizan in the doorway, Alam 
printed it out and gave it to 
Mizan and Alam’s mother. 
This, he said, was a simple 
solution, and it made a dif-
ference.

“I could see how with my 
pictures, I could make a dif-
ference,” he said. “I began 
to do other things. Some of 
the stories I began to doc-
ument were about the true 
heroes of Bangladesh — mi-
grant and garment work-
ers, and farmers.”

These people, he said, are 
the wealth of the nation, and 
provide Alam with the priv-
ileged life he had. However, 
these are the same people 
who are most deprived, and 
not seen as human beings.

Alam began to document 
the lives of migrant work-
ers, who often come from 
villages and are not allowed 
in the airport, so they camp 
outside. Their goodbye to 
their families, he said, was 
speaking through a cracked 
glass wall and broken joints 
in the door.

“This is also a way of 
bringing humanity back to 
the story, because they are 
treated as the laborers who 
toil and do what they do,” he 
said. “We do not always see 
them as fellow human be-
ings, and that’s what I was 
trying to (capture) — part-
ing, hope, sadness, emo-
tions we can relate to.”

Another thing Alam no-
ticed upon returning to 
Bangladesh was he left an 
independent country, and 
came back to a military dic-
tatorship. He joined the re-
sistance and took photos of 
the movement, which is his 
central body of work.

Protestor Noor Hossain 
painted his back with the 
phrase, “let democracy be 
free,” and went to a Nov. 10, 
1987, protest. He was killed 
by police the same day. 

“Later on, in 1988, there 
was a massive flood,” Alam 
said. “These are the pictures 
you associate with Bangla-
desh — disasters, famine 
and starvation. Those are 
the tropes that my country, 
which I call majority-world 
countries, are known by.”

However, Alam said he 
wanted to tell another side 
of the story. On Nov. 10, 
1989, he wanted to put to-
gether an exhibit of the 
flood pictures — along with 
an image of a hugely opu-
lent wedding, held during 
the flooding, for the daugh-
ter of a powerful minister.

“The minister happened 
to own one of the largest 
newspapers, so no one talked 
about it,” Alam said. “I took 
this picture and I juxtaposed 
the flood pictures with (the 
wedding), and that’s what 
made it problematic.”

No gallery would show 
this juxtaposition, he said, 
which led Alam to set up the 
Drik Picture Library.

As a middle-class male 
photographer, Alam said he 
was also part of an inherent 
power structure. This real-
ization sparked a collective 
for women photographers, 
Onno Chokhe Dekha, to 
produce thought-provoking, 
powerful work.

Although a step in the 
right direction, Alam said 
they realized the pho-
tographers were all still 
middle-class. Despite the 
increased gender represen-
tation, working-class people 
needed to be involved. 

Another issue that drew 
Alam’s attention was the  
AIDS crisis in Bangladesh, 
which led him to do a story 
on a group of sex workers 
who had been offered par-
liament grants.

Hajera, a woman he docu-
mented who became a close 
friend, took all of her savings 
and set up an orphanage for 
children of other sex workers.

“She had a very hard life 
and she wanted life to be dif-
ferent for others,” Alam said. 
“Obviously, they don’t have 
the money for a blackboard 
so they improvised their 
floor (into) a giant slate.”

Alam set up the Chobi 
Mela International Photog-
raphy Festival, the first pho-
tography festival in Bangla-
desh. He made it so if people 
couldn’t go to galleries, the 
galleries would go to them.

This led to backlash from 
the Chinese government, 
who were not too fond of 
showcases about Tibet. 
They brought tea and silk 
ties — Alam noted he’s never 
worn a tie in his life. He said 
he was going to show the 
work anyway. 

“They were not con-
vinced,” he said. “They 
leaned on the Bangladesh 
government, which then 
leaned on us, and eventually 
the riot police arrived.”

When the police came, 
they were prepared. The 
work, Alam said, couldn’t 
technically be shut down, be-
cause there were no pictures 
of blood, violence or bodies.

“We took the govern-
ment to court,” he said. “We 
had also prepared, we live-
streamed the whole thing. … 
They didn’t know what the 
hell was going on.”

The Bangladeshi gov-
ernment didn’t particular-
ly like photography, Alam 
said, and the artform isn’t 
recognized, appreciated or 
treated with importance.

“I’d made a conscious de-
cision that I would not allow, 
in my future work, for the 
politics of my work to be sep-
arate from the art,” he said. 

Alam then pivoted to 
coverage of road safety 
protests and the govern-
ment’s violent response. 
A majority of the protests 
were led by children.

On Aug. 5, 2018, Alam was 
taken from his home shortly 
after giving an interview to 
Al Jazeera and posting live 
videos on Facebook that crit-
icized the government’s vio-
lent response to the protest.

“Over 100 leading citi-
zens came out in protest,” 
he said. “(Including) people 
who were close to the gov-
ernment but criticizing the 
government for their posi-
tion. There were changes 
taking place, but there were 
others protesting as well.”

Alam then showed a pic-
ture of himself in the hospi-
tal after being incarcerated. 

“I was in the hospital, re-
covering from the torture 
that had been inflicted,” he 
said. “My fellow prisoners 
came up to me and said, ‘We 
want this picture.’ We man-
aged to smuggle in a book 
… I recovered from the hos-
pital (and) on the outer wall 
of the hospital is this 12-foot 
mural they painted.”

Alam has been charged 
with spreading false informa-
tion and making provocative 
statements; the government, 
he said, has no evidence to 
support that claim. Every 
month since his release, Alam 
has had to make a court ap-
pearance. Yesterday, the day 
of his lecture, was his August 
court date.

“In 10 hours from now, I 
face a court appearance in 
Dhaka,” he said. “My lawyers 

feel it has been deliberately 
timed to ensure that I can-
not be here with you. I made 
a conscious choice of com-
ing, of risking being arrested 
upon my return.”

He did this, he said, be-
cause he feels his message 
matters, and that Chautau-
qua matters.

“Approximately 25 people 
were being extrajudicially 
killed every month in Ban-
gladesh,” Alam said. “The 
day the U.S. announced 
sanctions against those con-
sidered responsible, the kill-
ings stopped.”

However, the killings, dis-
appearances and tortures 
started again. Alam said 

he doesn’t like sanctions 
against his country, but if 
that’s what it takes to save 
lives, he will “swallow it.”

“There are people out 
there on the other side of 
the globe who demand jus-
tice, who feel you can be an 
ally — who feel there have 
been times when you’ve 
turned away and have let 
things happen because it’s 
expedient to do so,” Alam 
said. “You sometimes have 
put up with pliant dictators 
because they’re more easy 
to do business with. I think 
it is time you stood on the 
right side of history. You 
matter (and) we matter.”

Alam calls on Chautauquans to stand with majority-world countries

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Shahidul Alam, photographer and National Geographic Explorer-at-Large, speaks Tuesday morning in the Amphitheater.

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Alam discussed the ways photography can highlight humans rights abuses and oppressive governments.
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Rabbi Ed Feinstein began his sermon at the 9:15 
a.m. Tuesday morning in the Amphitheater with 
a story from Rabbi Nachman of Bratislava. His 
sermon title was “Truth From Under the Table,” 

and the scripture reading was Psalm 92:1-8, 12-16.
A family came under a curse. Their son thought he 

was a rooster. He undressed, sat naked under the table, 
refused to eat human food, refused to talk as a human, 
and refused to engage at all as a human.

The family was frantic and called in all kinds of spe-
cialists. They finally called the rabbi who said, “I can heal 
him, but it will be an unconventional method.” The family 
agreed and the rabbi took off his clothes and sat under 
the table with the son. They ate chicken feed and the 
rabbi clucked along with the son.

They spent the day together under the table and at 
one point the rabbi said to the young man, “It hurts my 
throat to speak this way. Could we speak like people 
speak?” The young man objected, “But we are roosters.” 
The rabbi said, “Yes, but could we speak like people?” 
And the young man said yes.

A little while later the rabbi said, “It is cold under this table. 
Could we dress like humans?” Again the young man said, “But 
we are roosters.” The rabbi said, “Yes, we are roosters, but we 
could dress like humans and be warm.” And so they did. 

Next, the rabbi said, “I don’t like chicken food. Could 
we eat human food?” Again the young man said, “We are 
roosters.” The rabbi said, “Yes, we are roosters but human 
food would taste good.” And so they ate human food.

Then the rabbi said, “My back hurts. Let’s stand and 
walk like people.” So they stood and walked like people 
and the boy was cured.

Feinstein said, “I am this rabbi. I have sat under the 
table with people who have forgotten who they are. They 
are starving from eating spiritual chicken feed.”

He gave two examples. A woman came to see him, ex-
hausted with trying to balance her life: work and being a 
wife and mother. She felt guilty leaving her daughter and 
being at work, and she felt guilty when she was home, 
not advancing her career. She cherished her husband, 
but was not sure what he really wanted. She was trying 
to be human, to have a life with a soul.

A man came in, facing a crisis that shook his self-suf-
ficiency. His father had died and his best friend had a 
heart attack. He compromised his marriage with a one-
night stand and felt like a stranger to himself.

“Neither of these people are failures; they have 
achieved the aspirations of their youth and would be 
called successful by society,” said Feinstein. “But some-
thing is missing. They are so busy winning they don’t 
know what they have lost.” 

Feinstein quoted lyrics from U2: “I have climbed high-
est mountains, I have run through the fields… I have run, 
I have crawled / I have scaled these city walls… But I still 
haven’t found/ What I’m looking for.”

He continued, “I live in a value system of old disci-
plines, in books and rituals. Their world is the new one of 
Steve Jobs and the culture of disruption, or Mark Zuck-
erberg and move quickly and break things. Their emblem 
is the smartphone.”

Feinstein’s world values what is eternal. “Their world 
is young and new,” he said. “Has anyone ever tried to sell 
you something that will age you several minutes a day?” 
(Then he added as an aside, “Yes, children!”)

What can a rabbi say when he or she climbs under the 
table with people who are lost? “There is much to be valued 
in the new, but the something that is lost is wisdom, the old 
and unchanging that cannot be conveyed in a Tweet or Tik-
Tok video. Success is too small, too artificial and it leaves the 
soul underfed. These people have been sold chicken feed.”

Their lives have been balanced on the self, on the be-
lief that you are what you do. “Our value is conditioned 
by our accomplishments,” Feinstein said. “Two men meet 
at a cocktail party and after exchanging names, what 
is the first question? ‘What do you do?’ And the answer 
puts you on a social grid. The next time someone asks 
you that, tell them you garden, you collect teacups, you 
are a platypus. When you find out someone is a lawyer, 
your esteem goes up; if you find out someone is a nurs-
ery school teacher, not so much.”

Happiness is always something for later — after you 
get the promotion, after you get the raise, after you win 
the big contract — you will be happy later. “Our time is 
traded for productivity,” he said. “The structure of suc-
cess is built on the fragile foundation of the self.” 

The rabbis tell a story that when humans die, after the 
body is buried, the soul goes to heaven and meets an an-
gel. The angel will say, “What was your occupation in life?” 
If the soul responds, “a doctor” or “a lawyer,” the angel will 
say, “That is irrelevant.” If the soul says, “I fed the hungry,” 
or, “I protected the vulnerable,” the angel will say, “This is 
the gate of God, the gates of heaven are open to you.”

“The truth is the rabbis have no idea what happens 
after we die, but I can tell you in all the funerals I have 
done, I have never heard a child say ‘I was proud of dad 
for making so much money,’ or ‘I was proud that mom 
gained so much power.’ None of the graves in our ceme-
tery say ‘Graduate of Harvard,’ or ‘Beat the market every 
year,’ ” Feinstein said.

He continued, “It is all about the relationships. The 
children talk about the moments they shared, how much 
they would like more time with mom or dad, to get just 
one more hug. The gravestones say ‘great father,’ ‘loving 
mother.’ It takes death to show us what matters.”

There is another kind of success under the table that 
is not about winning, that is not guided by the logic of 
economics. “Under the table is moral logic: We have to 
give in order to get, we have to sacrifice to gain, that it is 
only in losing oneself that you will find yourself, only in a 
selfless act will you discover your true nature.” 

The founder of the Chabad Movement, Rabbi Schneur 
Zalman, said that at the moment you lose faith, one act 
of selfless giving — like feeding the hungry — will allow 
you to feel the power of God in your fingers. 

In another story, a young man goes to see a rabbi. The 
young man says, “I don’t believe in God,” The rabbi asks 
why. The young man replies, “Look at all the suffering 
in the world.” The rabbi asks, “Do you care?” The young 
man replies, “Of course I do, how can I look at the world 
and not care?” The rabbi asks again, “Do you care?” The 
young man cries, “I have no choice but to care.” The rab-
bi said, “If you care that much, God lives in you.”

For homework on Tuesday, Feinstein told the con-
gregation to choose a favorite charity and give a small 
donation. “Don’t give it from your donor-advised fund or 
your family foundation, give just a small donation from 
your credit card. And in the place where it asks where 
to send the thank-you note, put the name and contact 
information of a young person you love.”

When the young person gets the thank-you letter 
and if they ask about the donation, he said to tell them, 
“ ‘Now we are partners in healing the world together.’ 
Teach them the joy of giving, let them get all the bro-
chures. Teach them that Starbucks is not a charity. Ask 
them to surrender one macchiato a week, or one frap-

puccino a month and tell them you will match it.”
Teach the next generation that the source of happi-

ness is in giving, caring, healing and helping, he told the 
congregation. “What is at stake? Only the resilience to 
meet life’s travesties, to find redemption, to have a sense 
that they are significant.” 

Psalm 92 says “the righteous will flourish like the 
palm tree, they will thrive like a cedar in Lebanon. They 
are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the 
courts of our God. In old age they still produce fruit; 
they are always full of sap and freshness ...”

Feinstein asked, “What is the reward of a life of giving? 
We can live with our ideals, we can live with finitude with-
out bitterness, we can live in gratitude for our blessings of 
a life lived well. Ours is wisdom that is old; the culture you 
have imbibed is chicken feed that will not nourish. You need 
something more substantial; come and find it with me.”

He continued, “There is wisdom that will warm and 
comfort you; come and find it with me. You know you are 
bigger than this culture. You are no rooster. Your soul was 
created in the image of God. Come, rise up, celebrate life 
with us!” The congregation gave him a standing ovation.

Renee Bergmann Andrews, treasurer of the Ecumenical 
Community of Chautauqua and former president of the He-
brew Congregation of Chautauqua, presided. Esther North-
man, the current president of the Hebrew Congregation of 
Chautauqua, read the scripture. The prelude was “Prelude 
on Slane,” by Craig Phillips, played by Nicholas Stigall on the 
Massey Memorial Organ. The Motet Choir sang ”Open to Me 
the Gates of Righteousness,” music by K. Lee Scott and text 
from Psalm 118: 19-22, 24. The choir was under the direction 
of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared Jacob-
sen Chair for the Organist and accompanied by Stigall. For 
the postlude, Stafford played an anonymous piece, “Introduc-
tion zur Thodenfeier.” Support for this week’s chaplaincy and 
preaching is provided by the Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund 
and the Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund.

A life built on giving, helping, caring, healing opens gates of heaven

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Rabbi Ed Feinstein opens his Week Nine sermon series Sunday 
morning in the Amphitheater.

What is the reward of a life of giving? We can live with 
our ideals, we can live with finitude without bitterness, 
we can live in gratitude for our blessings of a life lived 
well.”

—RABBI ED FEINSTEIN
Chaplain-in-Residence, 
Chautauqua Institution



Leaning even further into 
abstraction and represen-
tative work, Belinda Rog-
ers’ “Harmonic Abstraction 
in Blue 2,” Nancy Nelson’s 
“Permanent Imperma-
nence,” Gary Johns’ “Blue 
Boy Re-Imagined” Nos. 1 
and 2, Hope Gelfand Al-
corn’s “Marine Illusions 
(Diptych),” among many 
others, test the proverbial 
waters of the exhibition, 
asking viewers to consider 
abstraction in landscapes 
and how the works fit into 
the broader conversation. 

“Into the Blue” incorpo-
rates installation and tex-
tile pieces like Judith Greg-
ory’s tea bag installation 
piece, Cynthia Norton’s 
“Hand-painted linen shirt,” 
and Passle Helminski’s fi-
ber sculpture titled “Wait-
ing.” Sculptural pieces are 
interspersed through the 
gallery, further exploring 
the theme.

Subagh Khalsa and Eric 
Olson’s sculptures are both 
heavily inspired by the en-
vironment, but in different 
ways. Khalsa’s ash sculp-
tures focus on climate 
change, while Olson grav-
itates toward meditation 
and understanding how 

natural elements come into 
existence.

Audrey Kay Dowling’s 
stoneware ceramics ex-
plore the fluidity of ce-
ramics and the fluidity of a 
pool at Bemus Creek where 
Dowling grew up. While in 
conversation with the oth-
er sculptures in the exhibi-
tion, Dowling’s work exam-
ines nature through a more 
autobiographical lens. 

Photography by Jeffrey 
Vreeland and Wayne Des-
brow depict wildly differ-
ent subjects, pushing the 
boundaries of the exhibi-
tion’s theme. Vreeland’s pho-
tography compilation shows 
up-close images of shiny, re-
flective surfaces, while Des-
brow’s portrait depicts daily 
life and humanity.

The exhibition is diverse 
not only in medium, but in 
message. While the over-
arching theme, of course, 
is “Into the Blue” and wel-
comes common traits, 
there’s quite a range of art 
being showcased by some of 
Chautauqua’s many artists.

“Into the Blue” demon-
strates a wide breadth of 
style, artistry and craft 
emerging from the CVA ex-
hibiting members, a fitting 
celebration as the season 
comes to an end.
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INTO THE BLUE
FROM PAGE 2

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
At top, from left, Shirley Dort’s “Shipyard,” Cathleen Ross’ “Azul 
In Flux” and Sally Hootnick’s “Lake View” are displayed in “Into the 
Blue: Open CVA Members Exhibition.” At left, Eric Olson’s “Tree 
of Life #4.” Above, Passle Helminski’s “Waiting,” alongside Nancy 
Nelson’s “Permanent Impermanence.”
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT

FOR RENT FOR SALE

FOR SALE

OFF SEASON NEXT SEASON

NEXT SEASON

NEXT SEASON
SERVICES

NOTICES

Rental, 2024 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA, Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location, Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.

For Sale: 19’  Flying Scot sailboat 
1975 for sale with trailer, 1 set of 
everyday sails and 1 set of rarely 
used 2002 racing sails including 
the spinnaker with all the go fast 
sailing options. $1750 or best 
offer 412-996-3856

Newly retired clergy available to 
house sit, care for pets, flowers 
during 2024 or 2025 season in 
exchange for on-grounds hous-
ing. Call 330-867-1256 and leave 
a message.

THE PLUM BUSH HOUSE 
PRIVATE APARTMENT One 
bedroom, full kitchen, living room, 
bathroom, garage, central air, pri-
vate entrance, access to in 
ground heated pool. ½ mile from 
Chautauqua Institution. Weekly 
Rentals only. Pets welcome. 
Contact Mary Rappole 716-499-
4467

THE PLUM BUSH HOUSE 2024 
Season 6 Bedroom, 7 bathroom, 
½  m i l e  f r om Chau tauqua 
Institution. In ground heated pool, 
convenient parking, pet friendly, 
central air, chef’s kitchen. Weekly 
Rentals only. Contact Mary 
Rappole 716-499-4467

WANTED 2024 Season 1-2 
Bedroom, First Floor Centrally 
Located Shel 215-779-7234

The Rabbi Samuel and Lynn 
Stahl Lectureship for the 
Understanding of Judaism 
provides support for the 
Interfaith Lecture by Dan-
iel Joslyn-Siemiatkoski at 
2 p.m. today at the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Established in 2010 by 
Sam and Lynn Stahl, the 
fund is a permanent en-
dowment fund held within 
the Chautauqua Founda-
tion to support speakers 

for the Department of Re-
ligion’s Interfaith Lecture 
Series who advance the 
understanding of Juda-
ism. Sam, rabbi emeritus 
of Temple Beth-El in San 
Antonio, served as theolo-
gian-in-residence in Chau-
tauqua during the 2003 
season and is the author of 
Making the Timeless Time-
ly, as well as Boundaries, 
Not Barriers. He is cur-
rently an associate in the 

Department of Religion. He 
is also past chairman of the 
Institution’s Religion Advi-
sory Committee and was 
one of the architects of the 
Institution’s first Interfaith 
Service for Peace, demon-
strating a strong commit-
ment to building the Abra-
hamic Community.

Lynn has over 30 years’ 
experience presenting sem-
inars and workshops and is 
a longtime family life ed-

ucator with organizations 
such as Jewish Family Ser-
vice. She has been a founder 
and president of ThriveWell 
Cancer Foundation. Its mis-
sion is three-fold: provide 
free exercise and nutrition 
classes for anyone who has 
had cancer; offer financial 
assistance for co-payments 
and transportation to che-
motherapy and radiation 
treatments; and finally, fund 
cutting-edge, targeted can-
cer research in San Antonio. 
Lynn is also co-founder of 
Chautauqua Dialogues.

Since 2003, they have re-
sided on the grounds during 
the summer with visits from 
daughters, Heather and Alisa, 
and their families. At Chau-
tauqua, they are involved 
with Friends of Chautauqua 
Theater and support the Op-
era Guild, Chautauqua Dance 
Circle, Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra League, the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club, 
and Chautauqua Visual Arts. 
Both Lynn and Sam are ac-
tive in Chautauqua’s Collab-
orative Union.

Stahl Lectureship provides funds for ILS 
presentation from Joslyn-Siemiatkoski

The Margaret Miller New-
man Lectureship Fund 
supports the lecture by An-
gelique Kidjo at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

Margaret Miller New-
man, who died in 1981 at age 
93, was a granddaughter 
of Chautauqua co-founder 
Lewis Miller. She served as 
historian of the Smith Me-
morial Library at Chautau-
qua and was prominent in 
historical and preservation 
societies at Chautauqua 
and in Western New York.

Newman was a member 
of the Chautauqua Coun-
ty Historical Society, the 
Chautauqua Foundation and 
the Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle. She was 
active in the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club, the American 
Association of University 
Women reading group, the 
Mayville Tuesday Club and 
the Mayville Grange.

In her earlier years, 
Newman operated an in-
terior decorating business 
in Cleveland. Before her 
death, Newman was hon-
ored at a dinner held to 
recognize members of the 
Charles Edison Fund board.

Newman Fund 
provides support 
for Kidjo’s lecture 
in Amphitheater

Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan
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Meet the TeamMeet the Team

Karen Goodell
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

917-670-1900

Nickcole Garcia
Lic. R.E. Salesperson &

Assistant to Karen Goodell
716-540-5251

AnnaMarie Bennett
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-397-4382

Rebecca 'Becky' Colburn
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-499-3054

Tena Dills
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-397-7790

Jan Friend-Davis
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-664-0672

Heather Chase
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

724-553-6051

Jennifer Burkhart
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

585-698-7211

MaryAnn Bianco
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-1081

Robin Bratton-Bias
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-785-3285

Broker/Owner
716-413-0200

Bill Soffel

Deborah 'Debbie' Rowe
Assoc. R.E. Broker
716-640-6507

Heather Shea-Canaley
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-708-5000

Hanna Soffel-Briggs
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-4319

Graham Soffel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-640-9132

Lynne Gruel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-720-1977

Tracy Kenzie
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-753-6118

Cynthia Rosenbloom
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-753-6238

Robert Rosenbloom
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-581-0034

Team VP Vacation Properties can provide you with information on all properties listed for sale. 
FOR ALL LISTINGS AND VACATION RENTALS,

VISIT ERATEAMVP.COM

716.357.2307  |  1 Morris Avenue on Bestor Plaza |  ERATeamVP.com

Welcome Home to Chautauqua!

Listing Agent: Karen Goodell

 

Rare opportunity to build on a
beautiful lot - nicely situated in
an established neighborhood
with lots of adjacent green
areas.

73 Cook Ave.                      
LAND | $349,000

(Part of 69 Cook)

Listing Agent: Ruth Nelson

107 Mina Edison Drive
4BR | 3.1BA | $575,000

Enjoy all 4 seasons of CHQ in this
lovely well maintained home. On a
corner lot on the end of the street,
you'll love the privacy of this lovely
property. 

LISTINGS FOR SALE:
NORTHSHORE TIMESHARES FOR SALE

2 Weeks - Presidents Day
$250 - Debbie Rowe

2 Weeks - Christmas/New Years
$500 - Debbie Rowe

2 Weeks - Interval 13/14
$1,000 - Tena Dills

2 Weeks - Pre-season, Week 0
$3,900 - Debbie Rowe

1 Week - Season Week 5
$15,500 - Debbie Rowe

Mary Kohl
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-485-6879

Ruth Nelson
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker

716-708-9980

Aili Makuch
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-581-0410

PENDING SALES
43 N Lake Dr.
11 Root Ave.
60 Crescent Ave.
5 North Ave.
32 Foster Ave.
12 Peck Ave.
8 Ames Ave.
13-15 Simpson Ave. #201
20 Elm Ln. #D2
20 Elm Ln. #F2
26 Palestine Ave. #3

List Price: $1,950,000
List Price: $1,119,000
List Price: $949,000
List Price: $869,000
List Price: $629,000
List Price: $565,000
List Price: $549,000
List Price: $425,000
List Price: $369,000
List Price: $369,000
List Price: $215,000

Our experienced real estate agents and 
vacation rental management team are
specialized within the grounds of CHQ

and look forward to helping you on your
next real estate journey!

Jesse Lescynski
Director of 

Association Mgmt.

Rachael Wiley-
Steffen

Chief Operating Officer

Corrine Bellmard
Director of

Housekeeping Services

We welcome you to visit us at 1 Morris Avenue,
on the corner of Bestor Plaza!

-

Bob Benjamin
Maintenance 

Supervisor

Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

33 Miller Ave. #21
0BR | 1BA | $119,500

Perfect Location! Paul Manor
efficiency apartment on second
floor. Bright & cheery end unit
with a lovely kitchen, and combo
living room/bedroom.

NEW LISTING

Listing Agent: Debbie Rowe

Location! Location! Paul Manor
efficiency with a great location
just one block to the Amp! On
the 2nd floor with a combination
bedroom & living room.

NEW LISTING
33 Miller Ave. #23
0BR | 1BA | $119,500

Listing Agent: Tracy Kenzie

 

Welcome to a "dream CHQ
condo" in the heart of it all! This
year-round condo has undergone
a meticulous renovation, offering
the blend of modern luxury & CHQ
charm.

17B Miller Ave
2BR | 2BA | $409,900

NEW LISTING

David 
Blight
Sterling 
Professor of 
American 
History at Yale 
University

Pulitzer Prize 
winning author, 
Frederick 
Douglass: 
Prophet of 
Freedom 

Learn more and register: democracy.chq.org

Sayu 
Bhojwani
Founder of 
South Asian 
Youth Action 
(1997), New 
American 
Leaders (2010) 
and Women’s 
Democracy 
Lab (2021)

Author, People 
Like Us

Trevor 
Potter
President, 
Campaign Legal 
Center

Program Partners

About the Speakers

Scan this QR code or 
visit democracy.chq.org  
to learn more or  
to register 

Suzanne 
Nossel
Chief Executive 
Officer at PEN 
America

Author, Dare 
to Speak: 
Defending Free 
Speech for All

Michael 
Waldman
President and 
CEO of the 
Brennan Center 
for Justice at 
NYU School of 
Law

Author, The 
Supermajority: 
How the 
Supreme Court 
Divided America

Michele 
Bratcher 
Goodwin
Chancellor’s 
Professor at the 
University of 
California, Irvine 
and founding 
director of 
the Center for 
Biotechnology 
and Global 
Health Policy

Overnight packages 
available or you 
can register for the 
conference only

CLSC FORUM 
ON DEMOCRACY 
October 20–22, 2023 • Chautauqua Institution 

Join us for the inaugural Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle 
(CLSC) Forum on Democracy, a three-day event with contemporary 
authors, thinkers and scholars, hosted at the Athenaeum Hotel  
on the grounds of Chautauqua Institution. The forum will culminate 
with an all-participant brainstorming session to analyze and provide 
clear, diverse action-oriented solutions to new paths for the future  
of our democracy.

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures? Join 
the CHQ Assembly 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  at 
Chautauqua. 
Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG



12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Seminar 
(Practice and Discussion.) 
Presenter: Kim Hehr (Kundalini Yoga 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30	 Brown Bag: Quaker Perspectives on 
the Weekly Theme. Karla Jay, Friend 
of the Week (Chaplain). Quaker 
House, 28 Ames.

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Baptist 
House

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Open Garden. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open to 
the public with a Chautauqua Garden 
Crew docent. Shipman Gardens at 
Miller-Edison Cottage

12:45	 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“Eucharist: Dress Rehearsal for 
the Reign of God.” The Rev. Robert 
Kennedy. Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market 

1:00	 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Exploration 
Center. Sheldon Hall 202

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Krish O'Mara Vignarajah, president 
and CEO, Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service. Hall of Philosophy 
and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Threa 
Almontaser, author, The Wild Fox of 
Yemen. Hall of Philosophy and CHQ 
Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Baptist 
House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

4:00	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Dedicated 
to discussion of preceding AAHH 
lecture. African American Heritage 
House, 40 Scott

4:45	 The 5th (Somewhat) Annual Kazoo 
Chorale. Smith Memorial Library

5:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Other 
People's Children.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

5:30	 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in before 
you play. Tennis Center

5:30	 Chautauqua Food Festival Chef 
Series. Chefs Ben Shropshire 
and Dan Wongprapan. Make 
reservations via OpenTable or by 
calling 716-357-5005. Athenaeum 
Hotel

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ House

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Baptist 
House

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
An Evening with Renée Elise 
Goldsberry. Amphitheater

8:15	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Menu.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema
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•••	 "Into the Blue: Open CVA 
Members Exhibition" Last Day. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

6:15	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00	 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in before 
you play. Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Kim 
Hehr (Kundalini Yoga Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Wednesday Weeding. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Meet at Arboretum Annex of Massey

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 

Missions

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. Leader: 
Monte Thompson (Movement and 
Meditation.) Hall of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Rabbi Ed 
Feinstein, rabbi, Valley Beth shalom, 
Encino, California; lecturer, Ziegler 
Rabbinical School of the American 
Jewish University. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Science and Health. (Sponsored 
by the Chautauqua Science Group 
and the Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) Andri Magnason. Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary and Zoom.

10:00	 Play CHQ Premium. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Fee. Make your own Puzzle, Journal 
Making, & Yarn Weaving. Sheldon 
Hall of Education 202

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. UCC 
Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.org 
the day before to secure your spot. 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Angélique Kidjo, Grammy Award-
winning artist; founder, Batonga 
Foundation. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 

Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

12:00	 (12–8) Chautauqua Food Festival. 
Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Upcycled Arts 
with Washed Ashore. McKnight Hall 
Lawn

12:00	 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15	 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua 
Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair for 
the Organist. Nicholas Stigall, organ 
scholar. Amphitheater

12:30	 Open Garden. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open 
to the public with a BTG docent. 
Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison 
Cottage

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ Graybiel House

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Quaker 
House

12:30	 Lunch and Learn. (Programmed 
by the Hebrew Congregation of 
Chautauqua.) "Why Do People Resist 
Change? Lessons From the Torah 
and Contemporary Leaders." Russ 
Linden. Everett Jewish Life Center 
Porch

12:45	 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about the Institution grounds at 
a guided historic tour along the 
Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 Poetry Reading. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) Andri Magnason. Poetry 
Makerspace

1:00	 Language Hour. CWC House

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 (1–4) CWC Artists at the Market. 
Farmers Market

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni Hall and 
Pioneer Hall

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

1:30	 Open Garden. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Open 
to the public with a BTG docent. 
Shipman Gardens at Miller-Edison 
Cottage

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Daniel Joslyn-Siemiatkoski, 
Kraft Family professor and director 
of the Center for Christian-Jewish 
Learning, Boston College. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 (2–3) Beginner Pickelball Clinic. 
Contact Chautauqua Tennis Cneter 
at tennis@chq.org to book a spot. 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

2:15	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Menu.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30	 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Claire 
Mathonsi, deputy director, Advocacy 
Accelerator to CARE USA.  Hall of 
Philosophy

3:30	 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Simone Veil.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

3:30	 Authors at The Smith. John DeDakis, 
author of the Lark Chadwick 
Mysteries. Smith Memorial Library

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Catholic 
House

4:00	 (4–5) Intermediate Pickleball 
Clinic. Contact Chautauqua Tennis 
Center at tennis@chq.org to book a 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

4:15	 Tree Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall 
lakeside patio

4:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Kim 
Hehr (Gong Meditation.) Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

5:00	 Mindfulness & Mending. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Kriss Miller, Friend in Residence 
(Host.) Quaker House, 28 Ames

5:00	 (5–6) Intermediate Pickleball 
Clinic. Contact Chautauqua Tennis 
Center at tennis@chq.org to book a 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

5:00	 LITERARY ARTS. 2023 
Chautauqua Prize Ceremony. The 
Song of the Cell: An Exploration of 
Medicine and the New Human, by 
Siddhartha Mukherjee. Hall of 
Philosophy

5:00	 Documentary Film Series. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) "The 
Hero's Journey to the Third Pole 
– A Bipolar Musical Documentary 
with Elephants." Panel discussion 
to follow with filmmaker Andri 
Magnason. Chautauqua Cinema

5:30	 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in before 
you play. Tennis Center

6:30	 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Lutheran 
House

7:00	 Christian Science Testimony 
Meeting. Christian Science Chapel

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. An 
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7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00	 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in before 
you play. Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Kim 
Hehr (Kundalini Yoga Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Bird Walk & Talk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Twan 
Leenders, ornithologist. Binoculars 
encouraged. Meet at Smith Wilkes 
Hall entrance

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00	 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Rabbi Ed 
Feinstein, rabbi, Valley Beth shalom, 
Encino, California; lecturer, Ziegler 
Rabbinical School of the American 
Jewish University. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Chautauqua In-Depth. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
CWC House

10:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Beanbag 
Basketball. Sharpe Field

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. UCC 
Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.org 
the day before to secure your spot. 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Nikolas K. Gvosdev, Senior Fellow, 
U.S. Global Engagement Initiative, 
Carnegie Council for Ethics in 
International Affairs. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial Library 
Upstairs Classroom)

11:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Catapult 
Challenges. Sharpe Field

11:30	 Open House. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.) 
African American Heritage House, 40 
Scott

12:00	 (12–8) Chautauqua Food Festival. 
Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by the 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Deanie Blank (poetry), 
Walking Naked Under a Yellow Rain 
Slicker. Henry Danielson (memoir), 
Island People: Deep Water Dreams. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Porch

CANCELLED

chqdaily.com

Evening with Angélique Kidjo. 
Amphitheater

8:15	 Cinema Film Screening. “Other 
People's Children.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema
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