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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Even with several lifetime achievement 
awards, Grammy Awards, acting credits 
and hit songs to her name, Patti LaBelle 
considers herself to still be on the journey 
to stardom.

“As far as me being that real super, su-
per, super superstar woman, I’m not there 
yet,” she said in a 2022 interview with CBS 
News.

LaBelle will take the stage at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphitheater to help round 
out this season’s popular entertainment 
programming.

Though LaBelle may not consider her-
self to be at that “super” level, many others 
do. Her wide-spanning career and many 
accomplishments tell the story of a talent-
ed musician who has earned the affection-
ate title of “godmother of soul.”

Tonight, LaBelle will perform an ar-
ray of her widely recognized songs.  

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

In an exploration of a 
no-longer-taboo topic, 
Deepak Sarma will dive into 
the benefits of psychedel-
ics used to create a mysti-
cal and spiritual experience 
with their Interfaith lecture.

Sarma — a professor in 
the Department of Religious 
Studies at Case Western Re-
serve University — will de-
liver their lecture at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philoso-
phy to close the Week Nine 
Interfaith Lecture Series 
theme, “Realizing Our One 
World: Strengthening In-
terconnection.”

They said they will speak 
on the very first dichotomy 
between the Global South 
and North allopathic com-
munity, and how it was a ta-
boo topic before it was “re-

colonized,” in a sense.
“The allopathic commu-

nity of the Global North 
are embracing substances 
that come out of the Glob-
al South, (such as) psilocy-
bin, ayahuasca or ibogaine 
in the African context,” 
Sarma said. “Peyote, of 
course, is part of that but 
it’s not being deployed by 
Global North allopathic 
communities.”

Psychedelics, they said, 
are having an interesting 
moment, particularly in the 
relationship between the 
Global North and South. In 
precolonial times, psyche-
delics were prohibited due 
to the power seen in them 
and their respective con-
tinents of origin, but the 
tides are turning, and now 
some of these substances 
are being embraced.

The tension between the 
different ways psychedel-
ics are used in the Global 
North and South can be 
compared to cultural ap-
propriation of clothing, 
they said. It’s not until a 
substance or item is made 
popular in Western culture 
that it gets taken seriously.

“When Caucasians in 
America appropriate, or 
take on, clothing styles of 
African Americans — which 
were considered poorly 
when African Americans 
wear them — but when 
Caucasians wear them, 
they have cultural capital,” 
Sarma said. 

This sense of irony, they 
said, is why the audience 
should question whether or 
not the use of entheogens — 
a chemical substance, typ-
ically of plant origin, that 

is ingested to produce a 
non-ordinary state of con-
sciousness for religious or 
spiritual purposes — is an 
empty agenda, or if it can 
produce a real spiritual or 
mystical experience.

Sarma said listening to 
Grateful Dead was a forma-
tive experience, because 
the concerts they attended 
in California allowed them 
to express themselves cul-
turally. After Sarma’s fam-
ily left India, they tried to 
steer away from Indian 
culture to fit in, but found 
white people adorned in 
Indian and Hindu fashion.

“It piqued my curiosi-
ty,” Sarma said. “In a funny 
way, you can say that my 
reluctance on being Indi-
an was changed or altered 
by giving a peculiar kind of 
validation by the dominant 

paradigm.”
Because children of im-

migrants are often torn 
between embracing their 
parents’ culture and a new 
one, it’s hard to embrace 
one or the other, they said.  

SARMA

GUPTA

LaBelle, godmother of soul, still  
striving to ‘climb higher’ even  
after decades in the spotlight

See SARMA, Page 4See GUPTA, Page 4

Sarma to teach, advocate for entheogenic mystical experiences

See LABELLE, Page 4
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Since he joined CNN in 2001, 
Dr. Sanjay Gupta has trav-
eled the country and the 
world to cover some of the 
most important health sto-
ries of the century.

In 2010 alone, the net-
work’s chief medical cor-
respondent reported on 
the devastating earthquake 
in Haiti, for which he was 
awarded two Emmy awards; 
covered unprecedented 
flooding in Pakistan; and 
contributed to the network’s 
2010 Peabody Award-win-
ning coverage of the oil di-
saster in the Gulf of Mexico.

“For so many of us, Dr. 
Gupta is the face we see 
and know — he is a broker of 
truth. He’s on the frontlines 
of the health crises that fol-
low natural disasters or hu-
man conflict, and the voice 
of reason, assurance, and 
authority,” in public health 
emergencies, said Deborah 
Sunya Moore, senior vice 
president and chief pro-
gram officer, who strongly 
advocated for Gupta to be 
part of Week Nine because 
of his work in, and work 
drawing attention to, the 
Global South.

Gupta, who is a practic-
ing neurosurgeon, New York 
Times bestselling author, 
award-winning broadcast 
journalist and associate pro-
fessor at Emory University 
Hospital, will close Week 
Nine for the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series, and the 2023 
Summer Assembly Season, at 
10:45 a.m. today in the Am-
phitheater by discussing “Re-
porting and Practicing Medi-
cine in the Global South.” 

On March 9, 2020, two 
days before the World Health 
Organization declared the 
novel coronavirus outbreak 
a pandemic, Gupta took to 
CNN to outline why he and 
the network were shifting 
their language in regards to 
COVID-19.

“Starting today, you will 
notice that CNN is using the 
term ‘pandemic’ to describe 
the current coronavirus 
outbreak,” he said. “It is not 
a decision we take lightly.”

Gupta outlined criteria 
for what makes a pandemic, 
a pandemic, and highlight-
ed the work of public health 
leaders, epidemiologists 
and clinicians he’d spent the 
previous days interviewing. 

CNN’s Gupta 
to close week, 
season with 
talk on work in 
Global South
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Photography/video crews on grounds today
Video and photography crews will be capturing still 
and video imagery today for use in future Institution 
communications and marketing campaigns. The crews 
will be centering on specific subjects and people who are 
knowingly participating in the process. The crews will be 
sensitive to surroundings and programs in process, and 
will avoid disruptions to the fullest extent possible. In some 
instances, Chautauquans may be captured in backgrounds 
of images and videos. Direct questions to Emily Morris, 
emorris@chq.org

Chautauqua Opera Guild news
To make a donation to support opera productions in 2024 
and beyond, visit giving.chq.org/opera-guild or giving.
chq.org/opera-guild-endowment or mail a check payable 
to Chautauqua Opera Guild, P.O. Box 61, Chautauqua, NY, 
14722. In the memo section, please write “Donation for Op-
era 2024.” Please list your contact information, such as email 
address and/or phone number. A gift of any amount will be 
most welcome. Every dollar in is a dollar to opera.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Join the Chautauqua Women’s Club for Mah Jongg at 2:30 
p.m. today at the CWC House.

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

Native Plant Sale and 
Lakeside Buffer Walk.

Carol Markham of 
Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy conservationist 
and native plants from local 
nurseries.

Sat. Aug. 
26

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with a Buffer Walk 
at noon

Chautauqua Marina, 104 West 
Lake Road (Rt. 394) Mayville, 
New York, just across the street 
from Webb’s Restaurant

Benefit for the 
Chautauqua 
Watershed 
Conservancy

BULLETIN 
BOARD

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing in 

the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. The 

Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for $10. 

Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

KAITLYN FINCHLER
STAFF WRITER

Political writing can be 
an art form, especially in 
prose. The obstacle is that 
writing automatically be-
ing perceived as propagan-
da, said Lenore Myka, Week 
Nine’s prose writer-in-res-
idence, who wants to chal-
lenge that idea.

For the final Chautau-
qua Writers’ Center Brown 
Bag of the summer, Myka 
will give her lecture at 12:15 
p.m. today on the porch of 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall. Her topic is 
“The Personal Has Always 
Been Political: Reframing 
Narratives as Radical Acts.”

“There’s a tendency in 
American literary traditions, 
particularly in an education-
al environment, to dissuade 
writers from thinking about 
their works in terms of the 
political,” she said. “Broadly 
speaking, politics – not just 
writing about red or blue 
states – … is often discour-
aged in teaching and educa-
tional settings.”

She said she plans to 
suggest writers become 
more aware of their politi-
cal position and embrace it 
to better their work.

There’s a common mis-
conception, she said, when 
writing about politics, that 
it will automatically be 
construed as propaganda.

“(I’m) also thinking about 
how underrepresented 
voices in the United States 
have obviously challenged 
this notion, as have the 
writers in the Global South,” 
Myka said. “(They) have long 
understood how there is a 
relationship between the 
creation of art and politics 
in the United States.”

Some Americans like 
to pretend this relation-
ship doesn’t exist, she said, 
but those people would 

be wrong. Myka said she 
wants her audience to per-
severe in their writing.

“Humans always live in 
interesting times, but these 
are acutely interesting 
times,” she said. “There’s 
a lot to write about, and I 
hope people will be brave 
in their creative work.”

Every writer is a “work 
in progress,” Myka said, so 
there’s no differentiating 
between experienced and 
inexperienced writers. 

“The practice of art is 
an ongoing learning ex-
perience,” she said. “Basic 
discussions of craft can be 
just as beneficial to some-
body who’s been writing 
for 20 years as someone 
who’s been writing for two 
weeks.”

Myka — author of King 
of the Gypsies: Stories, 
winner of the G.S. Sharat 
Chandra Prize for Short 
Fiction, as well as a final-
ist for the 2016 Chautauqua 
Prize — turned freelance 

after teaching creative and 
academic writing at MIT, 
Boston University and New 
College of Florida.

“I’ve been (a) full-time 
freelancer since 2021 … 
mostly because my dispo-
sition is one that likes a lot 
of variety and a lot of flex-
ibility,” she said. “I have yet 
to find a full-time job that 
provides that opportunity 
for me.”

Although she taught in 
academic settings, Myka 
said she found the environ-
ment confining and free-
lance was a better match, 
personality-wise.

“The pros for me for free-
lance, at least now, really 
outweigh the pros of a full-
time job,” she said. “I meet 
a lot of different people. I 
work on a lot of different 
subject areas (and) a variety 
of different skill sets.”

In closing Brown Bag talk, Myka to explore 
underrepresented voices in political writing

MYKA

Humans always live in interesting times, but these are 
acutely interesting times. There’s a lot to write about, 
and I hope people will be brave in their creative work.”

—LENORE MYKA
Prose Writer-in-Residence, 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s signature including name, address 
and telephone number for verification. The Daily does 
not publish anonymous letters. Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory or libelous statements will not be 
published. Letters must be received by 2 p.m. today for 
consideration to be included in the final 2023 edition 
of the Daily.
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 

T H E  P O E T I C S  O F  L A N G UA G E

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Threa Almontaser, author of the poetry collection The Wild Fox of Yemen, gives her presentation for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle Thursday in the Hall of Philosophy. Almontaser read and analyzed four poems — and a song — from writers of various backgrounds to 
show how hybridizing and translating languages can create new poetic aesthetics. 
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon decades 
of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal homes, rental 
properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local insurance agents 
helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Call (716) 699-2388 Or Visit Us At WeedRoss.com

Sean D. Cornelius

Providing Specialized Insurance Coverage For

BusinessVacation Home Rental Boat

A Fellow Chautauquan

NATALIE HANSON
GUEST WRITER

The Rev. Daniel Jos-
lyn-Siemiatkoski has a 
lot of experience culti-
vating curiosity, and on 
Wednesday afternoon in a 
rain-dampened Hall of Phi-
losophy, he unpacked those 
experiences for his Chau-
tauqua audience.

Joslyn-Siemiatkoski is 
the Kraft Family Professor 
and director of the Center 
of Christian Jewish Learn-
ing at Boston College, and 
the author of The More To-
rah, The More Life: A Chris-
tian Commentary on the 
Mishnah Avot. He spoke 
as part of the Interfaith 
Lecture Series Week Nine 
theme of “Realizing Our 
One World: Strengthening 
Interconnection.”

Joslyn-Siemiatkoski ob-
served that interconnect-
edness itself does not bring 
peace. Our greatly intercon-
nected world has conflicts 
that are more intense and 
more complex on more lev-
els than ever before. In the 
midst of this cultural, po-
litical and religious stress, 
we’d like to think that peace 
is just a matter of seeing all 
we have in common, and 
that conflicts would cease 
if we could see each other 
as fellow human beings. We 
want to frame a single ethos 
of peace and justice where 
differences exist, but are 
subsumed into an overarch-
ing unity. This is familiar in 
the Christian tradition, for 
example, in the vision of di-
verse members finding one-
ness in the Body of Christ.

Joslyn-Siemiatkoski sug-
gests it’s not that simple.

Referring to The Digni-
ty of Difference, the work 
of the late Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks, who served as chief 
rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Com-
monwealth, Joslyn-Siemiat-
koski said tribalism ensues 
when groups engage in con-
flict over “identity markers.” 
We are tempted to turn to 
the idea of universalism as a 
defense against such polar-
ization, but when a society 
tries to impose universal-
ism it can become another 
form of dictatorship. In Me-
dieval Europe, for instance, 
the Christian church as the 
Holy Roman Empire creat-
ed a sort of universal order 
that gained social unity at 
the cost of repressing the 
expression of Judaism.

Sacks writes that the Bib-
lical book of Genesis begins 
as a universal story that ul-
timately collapses. The story 
of the building of the tower 
of Babel, symbolizing a sin-
gle-language, wholly unified 
culture, is one of failure. In 
the very next chapter after 
the tower’s fall, God makes 
a particular covenant with 
a particular people: not ex-
clusively (other peoples have 
their own relationships with 
God) but in a special way, 
one that affirms the differ-
ent and individual identities 
of human communities.

So the Biblical story pres-
ents not a universal mono-
theism, but a particular one, 
as God relates differently to 
different cultures and peo-
ples. Sacks writes that “a 
God of your side as well of 
mine must be a God of jus-
tice for us both.”

J o s l y n - S i e m i a t k o s -
ki asked, if this is so, how 
do we engage more deeply 
with our own particulari-
ties, with the social, caste, 
ethnic and faith differences 
among us? Where do we find 
a starting point between the 
poles of polarization and ho-
mogenization? He suggests 
beginning with “cultivating 
curiosity,” or finding a way 
to learn and ask questions 
without needing to declare a 
single truth.

His own life has led 
in that direction. Jos-
lyn-Siemiatkoski grew up 
in a conservative United 
Methodist church shaped 
by the charismatic move-
ment and the Moral Major-

ity. He was taught that the 
world was divided between 
the righteous and the sin-
ful, and that wrong actions 
had lasting consequences. 

At the same time, he 
was taught that God loved 
everyone and that Jews, 
as God’s historically spe-
cial people, were to be re-
spected. Growing up, Jos-
lyn-Siemiatkoski had close 
Jewish friends, and his fa-
ther cooked kosher meals 
for a Jewish summer camp 
nearby. He remembers lis-
tening to and being moved 
by the voices of a commu-
nity who were deeply pas-
sionate about their tradi-
tions.

When he arrived at di-
vinity school, Joslyn-Siemi-
atkoski found himself torn 
between the challenge to 
expand his horizons and the 
fear of being non-righteous. 
Taking a class on Bud-
dhism and encountering its 
non-theistic spirituality, he 
found himself fretting over 
whether or not the tenets 
of Buddhism were “correct.” 
His professor said to him, 
“What if you stop worrying 
about whether something is 
right or wrong? What if you 
just learn?” It was his invita-
tion to “cultivate curiosity.”

J o s l y n - S i e m i a t k o s k i 
moved into a deepening 
inquiry into Judaism, try-
ing to bracket judgment in 
favor of learning and ally-
ship. He has been especial-
ly focused on repairing the 
breaches created between 
the two communities over 
many years by the sinful 
actions of the Christian 
church. He realizes that, 
as a Christian, it is all too 
easy to approach Judaism 
still centered in Christian 
concerns, trying to heal 
Christianity by redefining 
the relationship between 
Christians and Jews. This 
isn’t true curiosity.

Instead, cultivating cu-
riosity means not deciding, 
as a Christian, what is im-
portant in Judaism, but in-
tentionally remaining in a 
posture of listening to Jew-
ish people themselves as 
they talk about, write about, 
and live their religious life 
together. The same princi-
ple would apply to our rela-
tionship with other religious 
communities, as well.

J o s l y n - S i e m i a t k o s k i 
learned that engaging “cu-
riously” with Judaism meant 
engaging with the role of the 
State of Israel in the Jewish 
community. The State of 
Israel is both a modern na-
tion-state and a symbolic 
statement. The people, Isra-
el, share a common sense of 
destiny and covenant going 
back to Abraham and Jacob; 
and Israel is culturally and 
historically their name. Is-
rael is also the memory of 
the ancient kingdom ruled 
by David and his heirs, and 
that memory carries with it 
a sense of belonging to the 
land itself.  And then, Israel 
is a concrete political entity 
established in 1948, creat-
ing a new history in a par-
ticular place, so that “Jews” 
and “State of Israel” are – in 
complex ways – not exactly 
the same thing.

Engaging with the role of 
the State of Israel can feel 
risky: the politics are com-
plicated, within the nation 
and throughout the Jewish 
community. Conservative 
evangelicals have an apoca-
lyptic vision in which Israel 
plays a crucial role, so that 
supporting the State finan-
cially and politically becomes 
a special blessing and call for 
conservative Christians. This 
dynamic is sometimes called 
“Christian Zionism.” At the 
same time, there is increasing 
anti-Semitism throughout 
the world and in the United 
States; and there is a strain 
of anti-Zionism in Ameri-
can Protestantism that dates 
back to the reports of Chris-
tian missionaries serving the 
Palestinian population before 
World War II. Early Zion-
ists returning to Palestine to 

purchase land were seen as 
change-agents and interlop-
ers and judged negatively.

The easiest thing for a 
Christian outsider would be 
to observe from the side-
lines and not get involved 
with any of the above, but 
Joslyn-Siemiatkoski said 
that cultivating curiosity 
demands something else 
of us. His curiosity led him 
to these three questions 
around the meaning of the 
State of Israel for Jews:

First: Why is the State 
of Israel so important for 
Jews? Joslyn-Siemiatkoski 
has heard a variety of re-
sponses, but among them 
these are frequent: As Israel 
is both a state and a symbol, 
its very existence is a man-
ifestation of Jewish self-de-
termination in a world that 
has sought to control and 
destroy them. It is an an-
tidote to the years of exile 
and “a modern expression 
of an ancient aspiration.” It 
is an affirmation that Jews 
are a people, and the State 
of Israel is a place of refuge. 
In a world where anti-Sem-
itism is not only alive and 
well but growing in fre-
quency and intensity, the 
message of a Jewish nation 
with borders and the ability 
to defend them is a power-
ful one.

Second: What is Zion-
ism, really? The word is 
sometimes used negative-
ly, but the Zionist move-
ment emerged in the late 
19th century as a search 
for a “publicly assured 
home.”  The creation of a 
nation-state was not an is-
sue in the movement of 1897, 
but became one after WWII 
and the Holocaust. “Philan-
thropic Zionism” developed 
in the United States as a way 
to fund, first a return to the 
land, and later, the needs of 
the young nation. For some, 
Zionism was a symbolic 
promise, the transforma-
tion of the stereotype of the 
pale and harassed European 
Jew into a strong and virile 
worker-of-the-land.

The cultural dimension 
of Zionism was the rede-
velopment of Hebrew as a 
modern, living language, 
which then became an en-
gine or development of a 
distinctly modern Jewish 
culture. The early Zionists 
did not foresee the emer-
gence of political, eth-
no-centric Zionism, which 
exists today as one of the 
stress points within Israel.

Third: Who are the Pal-
estinians? The War of Inde-
pendence for Jews is known 
as “The Catastrophe” among 
Palestinians. Palestinians 
account for 20% of Israel’s 
population and they live 
both in mixed cities like Je-
rusalem and majority-Pal-
estinian cities like Nazareth. 
While Palestinians do hold 
leadership positions, their 
legal rights are not equal 
to those of Jewish citizens. 
Gaza and the West Bank are 
another matter: the sepa-
ration laws and continued 

building of Jewish settle-
ments have only added in-
justice and complexity to 
the situation. Israel is both 
an ideal and a political reali-
ty, and it should be called to 
account according to its ide-
als; but not, Joslyn-Siemi-
atkoski said, more than its 
neighboring nation-states.

Joslyn-Siemiatkoski spent 
time learning from a Jewish 
settler on the West Bank, 
Hanan Schlesinger, who has 
become an advocate for his 
Palestinian neighbors and for 
peace. Schlesinger began to 
ask who his neighbors really 
were – cultivating curiosity – 
and his worldview changed. 
Curiosity led to engagement, 
which led to learning, which 
led to advocacy. Schlesinger 
now dreams that some day 
there will be a confederacy 
in which the two, differing 
world visions of Palestinian 
and Israeli can be respect-

ed and accommodated. 
Joslyn-Siemiatkoski com-
mented during his lecture’s 
Q-and-A session that it 
might be time for the West-
ern Christians to step out 
of the way and allow Israe-
li Jews, Israeli Palestinians 
and West Bank Palestinians 
to listen to and have agency 
with each other.

The lesson is that trading 
the need to be right for the 
opportunity to listen grows 
humility in us and respect 
for the particularity and dig-
nity of others. Cultivating 
curiosity may not provide 
dramatic diplomatic break-
throughs, but it can plow the 
ground for solutions that will 
be equitable and sustainable 
in the long run.

In the Q-and-A, Jos-
lyn-Siemiatkoski responded 
to a question about conver-
sion to Judaism by reflect-
ing that conversion oper-

ates in a different context 
for Christians and Jews. 
Because Christians often 
focus first on believing, 
conversion becomes accep-
tance of the group’s belief 
system. Judaism, as with 
many world religions, is fo-
cused first on behavior and 
belonging, so the question 
for converts is not “What do 
you believe?” but “Do you 
— and how do you — belong 
to us?” Similarly, the con-
cern of Jews in a time of an-
ti-Semitism is not in solving 
the conceptual differences 
between Jews and Chris-
tians, but in asking, “Are we 
safe with you?” Becoming 
that respectful, safe ally 
demands that we engage in 
the kind of long-term, per-
sonal relationships which 
only grow through humble 
questions, receptive listen-
ing and shared experience.

Joslyn-Siemiatkoski advocates for ‘cultivating curiosity’

CARRIE LEGG / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Daniel Joslyn-Siemiatkoski, the Kraft Family Professor and director of the Center of Christian Jewish Learning at Boston College, speaks 
Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy for the Interfaith Lecture Series.



He outlined what may 
come in the days ahead, 
and closed with a remind-
er: Humanity has overcome 
pandemics before. 

“In this globally connect-
ed world, we may be asked 
to add more social distance 
between each other, but 

that doesn’t mean we can’t 
still collectively come to-
gether as a nation and as 
a world,” he said. “This is a 
crisis we can overcome if 
we can work together.”

Gupta has continued 
covering the COVID-19 
pandemic, from the de-
velopment of vaccines and 
their rollout, as well as new 

variants — his most recent 
report on that front was 
just last week. It’s one of 
many topics he reports on 
regularly — lately, his fo-
cus has been on longevity 
science, teen health in the 
digital age, and cannabis 
use among older adults. 

In 2014, Gupta was the first 
Western reporter who trav-

eled to Conakry, Guinea, to 
investigate the deadly Ebola 
outbreak that would soon find 
its way to the United States, 
and in 2017 he reported from 
the frontlines of a breakdown 
in Puerto Rico’s medical in-
frastructure after the devas-
tation of Hurricane Maria. In 
2004, he was sent to Sri Lan-
ka to cover the tsunami that 

claimed more than 155,000 
lives in Southeast Asia, con-
tributing to the 2005 Alfred I. 
duPont-Columbia University 
Award for CNN. 

Before he was a broad-
cast journalist, Gupta was, 
and is, a doctor. His interest 
in health policy led him to a 
position as one of 15 White 
House Fellows for a year in 
1997, where he primarily 
served as an adviser to First 
Lady Hillary Clinton. 

“I think whether you’re a 
physician or whatever fac-
et of society you’re involved 
with, understanding how that 
works and having a voice is 

really important. I got in-
terested in health policy at 
a pretty young age when I 
was in medical school, and it 
sort of morphed from there. I 
started doing more and more 
writing in that area, advising 
people,” Gupta told the Elon 
News Network in advance of 
delivering the college’s Baird 
Lecture in March, and said 
his time in the White House 
“was the first time I real-
ized that the way you com-
municate big topics is really 
important. Understanding 
(them) is important, but how 
you then communicate them 
is also really important.” 
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She is best known for songs 
like “If Only You Knew,” 
“Love, Need and Want You,” 
“You Are My Friend” and 
“New Attitude.”

LaBelle originally paved 
her way in the music indus-
try as the lead vocalist of the 

R&B group Patti LaBelle and 
the Bluebelles in the early 
1960s. The group later re-
branded as Labelle with a 
more disco-funk influenced 
sound, showcased in 1974’s 
No. 1 hit, “Lady Marmalade.”

After the group split in 
1977, she launched a suc-
cessful and long-stand-
ing solo career, including 

1986’s Winner In You fea-
turing the No. 1 hit, “On My 
Own,” and her latest re-
cord, 2017’s Bel Hommage, a 
vocal jazz album.

The Grammy Award-win-
ner has received countless 
accolades throughout her 
career. While best known 
for her accomplishments in 
music, LaBelle also boasts an 

impressive acting resume. 
She has acted in films and 
television series including 
“Greenleaf,” “Empire” and 
“American Horror Story.”

LaBelle’s accomplish-
ments are lengthy, and, six 
decades into her career at 
age 79, she shows no signs of 
wanting to slow down.

“A lot of people, when 

they meet me, they say ‘Are 
you still working? Are you 
still touring?’ I said, ‘Goo-
gle me, boo,’ ” Labelle said 
in the interview with CBS 
News. “I’m always on the 
run. I’m booked, and busy 
and blessed.”

Chautauquans can ex-
pect to enjoy a selection of 
LaBelle’s hits spanning her 

career, her impressive vo-
cal range, and an arrange-
ment of her well-known 
hits from throughout her 
long-lasting career.

“I’m ecstatic,” LaBelle said 
in the CBS News interview. “I 
love the Patti LaBelle that’s 
here now, and she’s going to 
climb higher.”

Not fitting into the main-
stream can then end up as a 
source of shame.

In their work, Sarma’s goal 
is to ask questions alongside 
others, not simply teach 
them. They have served as a 
cultural consultant for Hin-
duism with Netflix on a va-
riety of shows, such as “Co-
comelon” and “Thomas the 
Train,” as well as consulting 
with Mattel, Moonbug and 
American Greetings. This 
was a transformative expe-
rience, they said, especially 
when paired with the cu-
ration work they do at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art.

“The audience for these 
programs are in the hun-
dreds of thousands, if not 
millions,” Sarma said. “It’s 

a completely different sat-
isfaction and weight for my 
academic curiosities and in-
terests that have an effect 
on the world.”

Whether real or not, Sar-
ma said in the context of 
Indian philosophy, halluci-
nations are a facet of psy-
chedelic use.

Through the centuries, 
explanations of entheogen-
ic experiences have been 
sought out by various theo-
logians and philosophers 
for a variety of reasons, but 
Sarma wants the audience 
to consider the possibility of 
using entheogens for a spir-
itual or mystical experience.

“My baseline goal is to 
have people recognize the 
question, their presuppo-
sitions and perhaps change 
them, or at least wonder 
about their authenticity,” 

LABELLE
FROM PAGE 1

GUPTA
FROM PAGE 1

SARMA
FROM PAGE 1
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DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauquans fill Bestor Plaza during the Ultimate Wine & Beer Tasting at the Chautauqua Food Festival last Sunday on Bestor Plaza.
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

There is a Jewish folktale about a man who gave 
up on life and he asked the Lord to show him the 
way to paradise. “Are you sure?” the Lord asked. 
“With all my heart,” said the man. The Lord said, 

“Leave the village, turn right and start walking.” 
At the end of the work day, he began his journey. It 

started to get dark and chilly and the man decided he 
would continue walking in the morning. He thought to 
himself, “I might forget which way to go in the morning, 
so I will leave my shoes facing paradise and will continue 
in the morning.”

“In life, things happen,” said Rabbi Feinstein. “In the 
morning the shoes were turned around. Was it an angel, 
an imp, a squirrel or just confusion? He gave thanks that 
the shoes were there and walked back toward the vil-
lage.”

The man saw the village — the same village he had left 
— but he thought he had reached paradise. He said, “This 
is marvelous. My home village was noisy, but in paradise 
there is love and concern.” As night came, he noticed 
that there was a street like the one in his village and he 
followed it to see if there was a house like his.

Lo and behold, there was. And in it, a woman who 
looked suspiciously like his wife. She invited him in, 
saying, “Come in, your soup is getting cold.” The man 
declared the soup in paradise to be the best he ever had. 
The woman said, “If you want more, there’s a whole pot 
on the stove.”

The next morning the woman handed him his toolbox 
and he went to work. He felt a sense of service he had 
not felt before and every night he came home to an an-
gel. Feinstein said, “The old fool lived his whole life in the 
village and no one could convince him he hadn’t made it 
to paradise.”

Feinstein continued, “You come to the gate at Chau-
tauqua and they give you a tag and they turn your shoes 
around. Chautauqua is a little like paradise. And I want 
to thank President Hill and the Department of Religion 
for having the moral courage to invite a rabbi to preach 
and share my Torah.”

Concluding his week at Chautauqua, Feinstein 
preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was “Write 
a Letter,” and the scripture reading was Deuteronomy 
30:11-16. Feinstein had to return to California for the 
Sabbath services and recorded his sermon for Friday at 
the Everett Jewish Life Center. It will be shown as part of 
today’s morning service of worship.

In Judaism, people believe that the holiest day of the 
year is Yom Kippur and for Christians the holiest day is 
Easter. “I disagree,” said Feinstein. “On those holy days, 
we sit filled with righteousness. But the holiest day is the 
Monday or day after, when we are back to our work rela-
tionships and the world we have to live our lives in.”

Feinstein had given the congregation homework to do 
every day at the end of each sermon. “You have to have 
homework; to have faith, you have to carry what you 
have learned here and take it out there. Today is your fi-
nal exam: Write a letter to the people you care for most.”

In the letter, put the meaning of your life, he said. 
Write about your childhood, your home, your schools. 
Write about your relationships, friendships, whether you 
married or divorced, your children and grandchildren. 
Write about your work, your failures and your triumphs. 
Write about the tragedies you have faced. Write about 
what life has taught you and what is your truth, where do 
you find meaning.

“There are three reasons why you should do this. 
First, do it for yourself,” he said. “You deserve to know 
that your life has a truth.”

The most sacred text in Judaism is the Torah scroll, 

the first five books of the Hebrew Bible. By tradition, the 
scroll is written by hand with a goose quill pen and it 
has to be perfect. If there is one letter missing or a word 
defaced, it is set aside until it can be repaired.

“This is the Jewish obsessive-compulsive tradition,” 
Feinstein said. “But every letter and every word is one of 
us. We cannot lose or neglect anyone. God has sent each 
of us to give a message to the world. Have you discov-
ered and delivered yours?” 

Feinstein was asked to preside over a funeral for a 
family he did not know. He went to the home of the 
family and met with the man’s three sons. Feinstein said, 
“Tell me about your father. What mattered to him, what 
did he value?” The oldest son said, “He loved golf.”

Feinstein thought, “Is that what really mattered to 
him? Was that his dream? Then I looked around the 
house and it was full of golf memorabilia, decorated in 
what I would call, ‘early Tiger Woods style’. Eighteen is a 
magic word in Hebrew, it means life. So the man played 
18 holes, got his hole in one, and died.”

He continued, “How can we reduce someone’s life to 
a game? Why had he never communicated the poetry of 
his soul?”

People, he told the congregation, laugh when they are 
asked: “What is the meaning of life?” People think it is a 
funny question. “This is the question in my world. When 
you sit in the waiting room of a cancer center, or await-
ing surgery, or in the mortuary, it is not a funny ques-
tion.”

Who taught people that this was a funny question? 
The American technological genius has given people 
unprecedented freedom. “We have experienced more 
freedom than any culture, ever. What do we do with this 
freedom? We have plenty of leisure and spending money, 
but we have no idea what to do with it,” he said.

People don’t ask what the purpose of our freedom is 
and we are forced to grapple with emptiness, Feinstein 
told the congregation. “Human beings need purpose or 
we live with a gaping hole in the soul. If we don’t fill it, 
it will be filled with anything. We are very good at filling 
that hole with distraction and entertainment.”

Fun is the new American god, Feinstein said. He was 
born the same year that Disneyland opened. “One thou-
sand years ago in the age of faith, the primary symbol 
was the cathedral. Five hundred years ago in the age of 
industry, the primary symbol was the factory. Today it 
is entertainment, and the primary symbols are the mall 
and the cineplex.”

American essayist Henry David Thoreau wrote that 
people live lives of quiet desperation. Feinstein said, 
“Today people live lives of amused distraction and are 
conceived in a culture of distraction. That is how you 
can fill a lifetime with golf. American theologian Paul 

Tillich said every person has a god, an ultimate concern, 
but what if you don’t have an ultimate concern? Phillips 
Brook, longtime rector of Trinity Church in Boston, said 
to be a real failure is to miss the tenderness of the world, 
to miss the light ablaze with God’s presence and be con-
tent to have it so.”

The second reason to write the letter is for your loved 
ones, Feinstein told the congregation. “Share your sto-
ries. So many times at funerals we find out how little we 
know about someone, about their moral struggles, their 
deepest yearnings. They deserve to know your inner 
truth.”

The third reason to write the letter is to understand 
your own spiritual life. “A friend told me we either live on 
purpose or we live by accident. Most of our culture lives 
by accident,” Feinstein said. “If we have no notion of what 
we live for, we will be unprepared for tragedy. It is the 
only way we can bear being human.”

The psychiatrist Victor Frankl said if life is lived with 
meaning, human beings can survive anything. 

“You will understand life if you understand your call, 
what provides meaning,” Feinstein said. “Rabbi Joshua 
Abraham Heschel said it was most important for people 
to have a moment, to respond to the demand on their 
life, to sense that demand.”

Frankl, as a young psychiatrist in Vienna, was asked 
to look into why so many young men were killing them-
selves over taking their exam to get into university. He 
found that it was not the pressure, but instead because 
they were children of privilege who had no sense of call, 
for whom life was hollow so they ended their lives. 

From his research, he founded logotherapy, that find-
ing meaning and purpose in life was the most driving 
and motivating power in life. When the Nazis annexed 
Austria, Frankl was finishing his 600-page dissertation, 
his life’s work. He sewed the dissertation into the lining 
of his coat, but when the Nazis took him to the town 
square they made him give up his coat into a pile of oth-
ers’ coats. Frankl started crying and the Nazi guard said, 
“Hey, Jew, if that Jew coat was so valuable, take another 
Jew coat.” Frankl picked one up and in the boxcar on the 
way to Auschwitz he felt something in the lining of the 
coat.

He pulled out a single page from a prayer book that 
contained the Shema, Feinstein said. “Hear, O Israel: 
Adonai is our God, Adonai in One! Blessed is God’s name; 
His glorious kingdom is for ever and ever! And you shall 
love Adonai your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your might.”

Frankl realized that the slip of paper was as substan-
tive as his thesis. Someone had grabbed one thing that 
gave them a sense of purpose and mission, one that 
could get them through any hell.

“Write the letter and discover what God and the uni-
verse are calling you to do, to heal, to care for. Write the 
letter. I am blessed to find the hospitality, compassion, 
the sweet wisdom shared with kindness that was offered 
in this place called Chautauqua.” The congregation gave 
him another standing ovation.

Renee Bergmann Andrews, choir president of Temple 
Rodef Shalom in Falls Church, Virginia, and an active 
volunteer in several organizations at Chautauqua, pre-
sided and created parts of the liturgy for the service. Dr. 
Larry Cohen, past president of the Hebrew Congregation 
of Chautauqua, read the scripture. For the prelude, the 
Motet Consort, featuring Barbara Hois on flute, Deb-
bie Grohman on clarinet, and Willie La Favor on piano, 
played “Ein Kamocha,” by Allan Naplan, arranged by La 
Favor, and “Mi Chamocha,” by Meir Finklestein, arranged 
by Stephen Glass/La Favor. The Motet Choir sang “What 
God Ordains is Always Good,” music by Dan Forrest and 
text by Samuel Rodigast. The choir was under the direc-
tion of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared 
Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, and accompanied by 
Nicholas Stigall, organ scholar, on the Steinway grand pi-
ano. The closing benediction, read in Hebrew by Andrews 
and in English by Cohen, also featured the Motet Choir, 
under the direction of Stafford, singing the responses 
in Hebrew. For the postlude, Stigall played “Fugue in G 
minor, BWV 535” by Johann Sebastian Bach. Support for 
this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is provided by the 
Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund and the Samuel M. and 
Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund.

Feinstein: Live life with meaning to endure tragedies

Write the letter and discover what God and the 
universe are calling you to do, to heal, to care for. 
Write the letter. I am blessed to find the hospitality, 
compassion, the sweet wisdom shared with kindness 
that was offered in this place called Chautauqua.”

—RABBI ED FEINSTEIN
Chaplain-in-Residence,
Chautauqua Institution
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Newly retired clergy available to 
house sit, care for pets, flowers 
during 2024 or 2025 season 
in exchange for on-grounds 
housing. Call 330-867-1256 and 
leave a message.

WANTED 2024 Season 1-2 
Bedroom, First Floor Centrally 
Located Shel 215-779-7234

THE PLUM BUSH HOUSE 2024 
Season 6 Bedroom, 7 bathroom, 
½ mile from Chautauqua 
Institution. In ground heated pool, 
convenient parking, pet friendly, 
central air, chef’s kitchen. Weekly 
Rentals only. Contact Mary 
Rappole 716-499-4467

THE PLUM BUSH HOUSE 
PRIVATE APARTMENT One 
bedroom, full kitchen, living 
room, bathroom, garage, central 
air, private entrance, access to in 
ground heated pool. ½ mile from 
Chautauqua Institution. Weekly 
Rentals only. Pets welcome. 
Contact Mary Rappole 716-499-
4467

Rental, 2024 season. Also off 
season availability, King size 
bed, spacious 2BR-2BA, Free 
Parking, Free Laundry, Spacious 
Porch, Flat screen TVs, Central 
A/C, great location, Call Marc 
or Paulina (954)520-8264. 
Affordable rates.

Two Henredon Mid Century 
Modern bedroom pieces-walnut 
Both 18”x 64”x 28” high 7 drawer 
dresser $500 Blanket bin $400 
(2 front opening, side by side 
blanket bins) Call 716-720- 6766

For Sale: 19’ Flying Scot sailboat 
1975 for sale with trailer, 1 set of 
everyday sails and 1 set of rarely 
used 2002 racing sails including 
the spinnaker with all the go fast 
sailing options. $1750 or best 
offer 412-996-3856

The David and Joan Lincoln 
Family Fund for Applied 
Ethics, the Helen C. Lincoln 
Fund for International Pro-
gramming, and the Donald 
West King Sr. and Francis 
Lila Lee King Lectureship 
provide support for the 
lecture by Dr. Sanjay Gup-
ta at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater.

The David and Joan Lin-
coln Family Fund for Ap-
plied Ethics was established 
through a gift of David Lin-
coln in 2018 immediately 
prior to his death to allow 
the Institution to contin-
ue its programming in ap-
plied ethics. From 1997 un-
til their deaths, David and 
Joan Lincoln annually fund-
ed programs that sought to 
contribute to the under-
standing of personal ethical 
issues through morning and 
afternoon lectures, Spe-
cial Studies, the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle, and specifically de-
signed programs. A goal of 
the program is that Chau-

tauquans can encourage ap-
plication of the knowledge 
gained during the week in 
their local communities, 
nationally and worldwide. 
The Lincoln family remains 
a part of the Chautauqua 
community through Joan 
and David’s daughter, Ka-
tie, and their grandchildren 
Morgan and Harper.

The Helen C. Lincoln 
Fund for International Pro-
gramming was established 
in the Chautauqua Founda-
tion to honor the life of Hel-
en C. Lincoln, a member of 
a family whose name is well 
known and visible on the 
grounds. The Lincoln family 
has provided Lincoln Dor-
mitory, Lincoln Park and 
the Newberry Gardens near 
Smith Wilkes Hall. Mrs. Lin-
coln also endowed a main-
tenance fund for Lincoln 
Dormitory in the Chautau-
qua Foundation. She died in 
November 1994 at age 103. A 
high school teacher in Cir-
cleville, Ohio, Mrs. Lincoln 
married John C. Lincoln in 

1918. The couple moved to 
Arizona in the 1930s, but 
returned for summer vis-
its to Chautauqua. In her 
active years, Mrs. Lincoln’s 
favorite activity was weav-
ing, which she practiced 
virtually every day while at 
Chautauqua.

In 1964, Mrs. Lincoln 
persuaded U.S. Sen. Barry 
Goldwater, Arizona Repub-
lican candidate for presi-
dent and longtime friend 
and neighbor of the Lin-
colns, to speak at Chau-
tauqua. She accompanied 
Goldwater all day and 
when he said to her that 
he must have greeted ev-
eryone in Chautauqua, she 
responded, “All but one. My 
daughter-in-law is with my 
grandchildren, and is quite 
disappointed not to have 
heard you speak.” Gold-
water promptly took Mrs. 
Lincoln and his entourage 
in two very long limousines 
back to her house to sit on 
the porch and chat.

James F. Lincoln and 
Frank E. Newberry, broth-
ers-in-law of Mrs. Lincoln, 
both served as trustees of 
Chautauqua. Mrs. Lincoln’s 
son David and his wife, 
Joan, were significant sup-
porters of Chautauqua’s 
annual programming in 
ethics and provided sup-
port for the rehabilitation 
of the Arts Quad as well as 
major endowment for ce-
ramics. Katie Lincoln has 
served as a member of the 
Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees and the 
Chautauqua Foundation 
Board of Directors.

In 1940, at 14 years old 
and a student at Jamestown 
High School, Donald West 
King took his first job land-
scaping on the grounds and 
cleaning the Amp. A re-
nowned expert in the field 
of pathology, Dr. King and 

his wife, Dr. Mary Elizabeth 
Dickason King, also an ex-
pert pathologist, visited 
Chautauqua each summer. 
A testament to his love and 
loyalty to Chautauqua, Dr. 
King hardly missed a single 
summer after taking that 
first job. To honor his par-
ents, Dr. King established 
the Donald West King Sr. 
and Francis Lila Lee King 
Lectureship that will sup-
port the morning lecture 
series.

Donald West King re-
ceived his medical degree 
from Syracuse Universi-
ty in 1949. After his resi-
dency he served a tour of 
duty in the Medical Corps 
of the U.S. Army during 
the Korean War. He was a 
member of the faculty at 
Yale University; the Uni-
versity of Colorado, where 
he served as chair of the 
Department of Pathology 
and director of the Given 
Institute of Pathology; Co-
lumbia University, where 
he was chairman of the De-
partment of Pathology; and 
the University of Chicago, 
where he served as Dean 
of Biological Sciences and 
vice president of the Uni-
versity of Chicago Medical 
Center. He retired from the 
National Library of Medi-
cine in Washington, D.C., 
as deputy director for re-
search and education.

Dr. King married Dr. 
Mary Elizabeth Dickason 
King in 1952. She held fac-
ulty positions teaching pa-
thology at Columbia College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Cornell University College 
of Medicine and the Uni-
versity of Illinois. The Kings 
resided in the Bronx, New 
York, and have three chil-
dren and six grandchildren. 
Dr. King passed away in 
2018, followed by his wife, 
who died in 2021.

Lincoln funds, King Lectureship provide for Gupta’s 
closing presentation of 2023 Summer Assembly
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Located at the  
Athenaeum Hotel

Located at  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

Located at the  
Pier Building

Located at the  
Chautauqua Golf Course

Located in Bestor Plaza Now open!
Located in Bestor Plaza

For hours and menus, visit:

dining.chq.org
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David 
Blight
Sterling 
Professor of 
American 
History at Yale 
University

Pulitzer Prize 
winning author, 
Frederick 
Douglass: 
Prophet of 
Freedom 

Learn more and register: democracy.chq.org

Sayu 
Bhojwani
Founder of 
South Asian 
Youth Action 
(1997), New 
American 
Leaders (2010) 
and Women’s 
Democracy 
Lab (2021)

Author, People 
Like Us

Trevor 
Potter
President, 
Campaign Legal 
Center

Program Partners

About the Speakers

Scan this QR code or 
visit democracy.chq.org  
to learn more or  
to register 

Suzanne 
Nossel
Chief Executive 
Officer at PEN 
America

Author, Dare 
to Speak: 
Defending Free 
Speech for All

Michael 
Waldman
President and 
CEO of the 
Brennan Center 
for Justice at 
NYU School of 
Law

Author, The 
Supermajority: 
How the 
Supreme Court 
Divided America

Michele 
Bratcher 
Goodwin
Chancellor’s 
Professor at the 
University of 
California, Irvine 
and founding 
director of 
the Center for 
Biotechnology 
and Global 
Health Policy

Overnight packages 
available or you 
can register for the 
conference only

CLSC FORUM 
ON DEMOCRACY 
October 20–22, 2023 • Chautauqua Institution 

Join us for the inaugural Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle 
(CLSC) Forum on Democracy, a three-day event with contemporary 
authors, thinkers and scholars, hosted at the Athenaeum Hotel  
on the grounds of Chautauqua Institution. The forum will culminate 
with an all-participant brainstorming session to analyze and provide 
clear, diverse action-oriented solutions to new paths for the future  
of our democracy.

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

If you would like any back issues of the newspaper, please stop 
at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.
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P R O G R A M

HEATHER
SHEA-CANALEY

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.708.5000

TENA
DILLS

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.397.7790

JANICE 'JAN'
FRIEND-DAVIS

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.664.0672

Your Chautauqua Institution
R E A L  E S T A T E  E X P E R T S

MARY ANN
BIANCO

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.450.1081

ROBIN
BRATTON-BIAS

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.785.3285

ANNAMARIE
BENNETT

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.397.4382

HANNA
SOFFEL-BRIGGS

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.450.4319

GRAHAM
SOFFEL

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.640.9132

HEATHER
CHASE

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
724.553.6051

THE CHASE TEAM

JENNIFER
BURKHART

LIC. R.E. ASSOC. BROKER
585.698.7211

REBECCA 'BECKY'
COLBURN

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.499.3054

CYNTHIA
ROSENBLOOM

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.753.6238

LYNNE
GRUEL

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.720.1977

DEBORAH 'DEBBIE'
ROWE

LIC. R.E. ASSOC. BROKER
716.640.6507

TRACY
KENZIE

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.753.6118

716.357.2307  |  1 Morris Avenue, Chautauqua Institution, 14722
FOR ALL LISTINGS, VISIT ERATEAMVP.COM

ROBERT
ROSENBLOOM

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.581.0034

RUTH
NELSON

LIC. R.E. ASSOC. BROKER
716.708.9980

MARY
KOHL

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.485.6879

AILI
MAKUCH

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON
716.581.0410

KAREN
GOODELL

LIC. R.E. ASSOC. BROKER
917.670.1900

NICKCOLE
GARCIA

LIC. R.E. SALESPERSON &
ASSISTANT TO KAREN GOODELL

716.540.5251

THE NELSON TEAM

F
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AUGUST 25

6:15 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:00 (7–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Kim 
Hehr (Kundalini Yoga Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:15 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00 Nature Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Smith 
Wilkes Hall lakeside patio

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Rabbi 
Ed Feinstein, rabbi, Valley Beth 
shalom, Encino, California; lecturer, 
Ziegler Rabbinical School of the 
American Jewish University. 

JESS KSZOS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Paquito D’Rivera Quintet — technically a quartet, and without D’Rivera, who had to cancel due to illness — performs Monday in the Amphitheater.

chqdaily.com

by the Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
“The Personal Has Always Been 
Political: Reframing Narratives 
as Radical Acts.” Lenore Myka. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:30 Jumu’ah Muslim Prayer. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ Graybiel House

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Lutheran 
House

12:30 Garden Walk & Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of garden and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Meet at 

Children’s School garden

12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“Blessed are the Losers: Beatitude 
Living.” The Rev. Hugh Burns. 
Methodist House Chapel

12:45 Kids Wiffleball. Sharpe Field

1:00 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Deepak Sarma, Inaugural 
Distinguished Scholar in the Public 
Humanities, Case Western Reserve 
University. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

2:30 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 

the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) UU 
House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” 
Rabbi Frank Muller, rabbi emeritus, 
Congregation Rodef Sholom, 
Youngstown, Ohio. Shabbat’zza 
– Post-Service Pizza Picnic in the 
Park. Bring your own beverage, 
salad or dessert to share. If rain, 
service at Smith Wilkes Hall and no 
Shabbat’zza. Miller Park

5:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Barbie.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

5:30 (5:30–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Oppenheimer.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Patti 
LaBelle. Amphitheater

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 26

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer.) Hall 
of Philosophy

8:00 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

10:00  Nichols and May Review. 
(Sponsored by Friends of 
Chautauqua Theater.) Free, 
donations welcome. Smith Wilkes 
Hall.  

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Oppenheimer.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

7:30 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Trombone Shorty & Orleans 
Avenue with Mavis Staples. 
Amphitheater

9:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Barbie.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
“Reporting and Practicing 
Medicine in the Global South.” 
Dr. Sanjay Gupta, chief medical 
correspondent, CNN. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

12:00 (12–8) Chautauqua Food 
Festival. Bestor Plaza

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Prose Writer-in-Residence 
Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures? Join 
the CHQ Assembly 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  at 
Chautauqua. 
Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG
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