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TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 82° L 66°
Rain: 49%
Sunset: 8:56 p.m.

SATURDAY
H 74° L 61°
Rain: 24%
Sunrise: 5:48 a.m. Sunset: 8:56 p.m. 

SUNDAY
H 79° L 63°
Rain: 11%
Sunrise: 5:49 a.m. Sunset: 8:56 p.m. 
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

merican alternative rock band Wilco 
will make their first-ever Chautau-
qua Institution appearance at 7:30 
p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater.

Nels Cline, guitarist for the band, describes 
Wilco’s music as being “rock’n’roll with dis-
tinct elements of country music, folk music 

and a modicum of wild experimentation.”
Cut Worms will take the stage first with 

an opening set.
Cline said that Cut Worms pair well with 

Wilco as a touring bill and said that while 
the group doesn’t play hard rock and roll, 
their music has a “wistful, classic sound.”

ADEN GRAVES
STAFF WRITER

Technology and healthcare 
futurist Jamie Metzl will 
close this week’s Chautau-
qua Lecture Series theme of 
“The AI Revolution” at 10:45 
a.m. today in the Amphithe-
ater. 

He will discuss his new-
est book, Superconvergence: How the Ge-
netics, Biotech, and AI Revolutions Will 
Transform Our Lives, Work, and World, ex-
plain how technological change will impact 
daily life, and offer guidance for how soci-
ety can build a safe future with emerging 
technologies.

“There’s a very real possibility that AI and 
other new technologies could be abused, 
and we need to be honest about that,” he 
said.

Through most of his career, Metzl has fo-
cused on researching, writing and educat-
ing others about the larger implications of 
the computer, biotechnology and genetics 
revolutions. 

The author of six books, he is the found-
er and chair of OneShared.World, a global 
social movement that aims to spark action 
over common global challenges that hu-
manity faces.

Following his testimony in 2008 before 
the U.S. House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs about the challenges that he felt need-
ed to be addressed concerning artificial 
intelligence and genetics, he realized his 
message wasn’t getting through to people. 
When he decided to write two science fic-
tion novels, Genesis Code and Eternal Sona-
ta, he wanted to focus on stories that peo-
ple could relate to.

Closing the week, 
futurist Metzl to 
offer guidance on 
‘The AI Revolution’

Cultural critic 
Crawford to 
close ILS week

ADEN GRAVES
STAFF WRITER

As Chautauqua Institution celebrates its 
sesquicentennial, Chautauqua Theater 
Company will stage its first full production 
of Noah Haidle’s Birthday Candles, a story 
that follows one ordinary woman through 
nine decades of her life.

Originally developed as a New Play Work-
shop in 2017 under the direction of Vivienne 

Benesch, CTC’s artistic director at the time, 
Birthday Candles finally made its Broadway 
debut in 2022. Delayed by two years because 
of the pandemic, the Broadway run also saw 
Benesch at the helm, with Debra Messing in 
the lead role. It’s been performed across the 
country and around the world, including a He-
brew translation for a production in Israel.

Now, it’s coming home to Chautauqua.

See HAIDLE, Page 4

See WILCO, Page 4
See METZL, Page 4

METZL

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Artist Ceci Fernandez, center, performs as Ernestine with, from left, 
CTC Conservatory Actor Amara Leonard, Guest Artist Alex Weisman, and Conservatory Actors Kay Benson, 
Kamal Sehrawy and Martin Lewis during a tech rehearsal of Birthday Candles Wednesday in Bratton Theater.

Last fall, Matthew B. Craw-
ford delivered the 2023 First 
Things Lecture in Wash-
ington, D.C., held by the 
journal of the same name, 
which publishes on religion 
and public life in America. 
The lecture was titled “The 
Rise of Antihumanism,” and 
Crawford — author of Why 
We Drive: Toward a Philosophy of the Open 
Road — opened with an anecdote about 
self-driving cars.

A Google self-driving car came to an 
intersection with a four-way stop; it was 
taught to stop, wait for other cars to do the 
same, and then drive on.

But that’s not what people do, Crawford 
pointed out, and the car stayed stopped, 
blocking the intersection, and needed to 
be rebooted. A human driver in this case 
would have had ways to communicate with 
the other vehicles: waves, eye contact, etc.

“We are endowed with social intelli-
gence, through the exercise of which peo-
ple work things out among themselves, and 
usually manage to cooperate well enough,” 
Crawford said in his lecture. “Tocqueville 
thought it was in small-bore practical ac-
tivities demanding improvisation and co-
operation that the habits of collective 
self-government were formed. And this is 
significant. There is something that can 
aptly be called the democratic personality, 
and it is cultivated not in civics class, but in 
the granular features of everyday life.”

CRAWFORD

See CRAWFORD, Page 4

Alt-rock darlings Wilco to make Amp debut with mix of 
fan-favorite songs, deep cuts

Following NPW start, Broadway run, Haidle’s ‘Birthday 
Candles’ comes home with previews in Bratton
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O P E R A

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

love you,

mean it!

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is intended 
to provide space for announcements from Institution-re-
lated organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured 
that day in a story, it should not be repeated in the Briefly 
column. Submit information to Maia Caleca in the Daily’s 
editorial office. Please provide the name of the organiza-
tion, time and place of meeting and one contact person’s 
name with a phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days 
before publication.

Temporary change in chime schedule
For the Chautauqua Opera Company’s performance of  Love 
and Longing by the Lake at 6 p.m. tonight on the Atheneaum 
Hotel Lawn, the 6 p.m. Miller Bell Tower chimes program 
will be performed at 4:45 p.m. so as not to distract from the 
opera.  The quarter-hour Westminster Chimes will not play 
during the performance.

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Join us for informal critiques of one page of prose or poet-
ry at 1:15 p.m. today and every Friday in the Garden Room 
on the first floor of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall. This event is facilitated by a published author. Bring 
10 copies.

Ask the Staff Tent Time
Geof Follansbee, senior philanthropic adviser to the pres-
ident; and Sebastian Baggiano, executive vice president, 
will be available from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. today under the tent 
on Bestor Plaza to answer questions about the Institution’s 
strategies and initiatives.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Mah Jongg will be offered from 2 to 3:30 p.m. today at the 
CWC House. The Take-Out Dinner tonight is Chiavet-
ta’s Beef on Weck. Pre-order only on our website: https://
chautauquawomensclub.org/chiavettas-beef-on-weck-din-
ner-july-5/. 

The Contemporary Issues Forum will host Cady Coleman, 
former NASA astronaut and retired U.S. Air Force colonel at 
3 p.m. Saturday in the Hall of Philosophy. 

There will be a CIF Speaker Reception featuring Coleman 
at 5 p.m. Saturday at the CWC House. Tickets are available 
at chautauquawomensclub.org.

Volunteer for the Share & Learn talk at 9:15 a.m. on Tues-
day, July 30, at the CWC House. Chautauquans have the op-
portunity to talk — not just listen — on any topic for five 
minutes and then answer questions for five minutes. Con-
tact Elizabeth Hazard to register or for more information at 
843-991-2235 or elizabethhazard@yahoo.com.

Stop the Bleed Course
There will be a free Stop the Bleed course and a Hands Only 
CPR class at 3:30 p.m. today in the Chautauqua Firehouse 
classroom. Walk-ins welcomed. For additional information, 
call 941-716-1729. 

Library news
The Smith Memorial Library will host a talk by Gary Sirak, 
author of How to Retire and Not Die, at 3:30 p.m. today, fol-
lowed by a signing outside of the bookstore. Please note: All 
library programs are in-person only and limited seating is 
first come, first served.

Chautauqua Climate Change Initiative news
There is a Film and Filmmaker Talk for children and families 
at 10 a.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall. There will be a discus-
sion with Janice Overbeck, filmmaker, following “The Last 
Bumblebee,” a solution-based documentary discussing the 
importance of bumblebees and the threats they face. 

Chautauqua Literary Arts news
You are invited to join us for the Presentation and Celebra-
tion of the Chautauqua Janus Prize during Week Three at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, July 9, in the Athenaeum Hotel Parlor. This 
event will be free and open to the public, but space is lim-
ited. Reservations are recommended. Please email clsc@
chq.org, call 716-357-6293, or drop by the CLSC Octagon to 
make your reservation. 

Temporary laundry services
Following the closure of Shaw Laundry, Chautauqua Insti-
tution is upgrading The Soap Opera laundromat facilities. 
Equipment delivery has been delayed; expected installation 
is for Week Three. In the meantime, the Athenaeum Hotel 
laundry staff is offering “fluff and fold” services for $8 per 
load. Chautauquans can deliver loads of laundry to the Soap 
Opera between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. daily.

LEAVING FOR 
THE SUMMER?
To get your subscription 
of the Daily through the 
mail, either stop into our 
office on Bestor Plaza or 
call us at 716-357-6235 

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

‘PA S T  A N D  P R E S E N T  S E E M  T O  T O U C H’

A  L I B R E T T O  C O M E  T O  L I F E

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Opera Company Young Artists Perri di Christina, left, and Alexander Granito perform as a young couple on a romantic stroll as 
the electric lights of the Athenaeum Hotel are lit in Love, Loss, and the Century Upon Us last Friday on the Athenaeum lawn.

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Chautauqua Institution President Michael E. Hill and Michael I. Rudell Artistic Director of Literary Arts Kwame Alexander as 
Lewis Miller and John Heyl Vincent during a reading of Jerre Dye’s Chautauqua-inspired libretto The Summer Place Wednesday in the 
Hall of Philosophy. Above left, Chautauqua Opera Company Young Artist Alexander Granito reads his Love, Longing and the Century 
Upon Us role as Chautauqua Theater Company Producing Artistic Director Jade King Carroll narrates. Above right, Dye discusses his 
work after Wednesday’s libretto reading. Chautauqua Opera’s second performance of Love and Longing By the Lake,  a trio of chamber 
operas including two of Dye’s pieces, is at 6 p.m. tonight on the Athenaeum Hotel Lawn. 
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L E C T U R E

Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon 
decades of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal 
homes, rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local 
insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Visit us online atWeedRoss.comor at any of our locations: 

East Aurora, Ellicottville, Randolph, Ravena, 
and our All-New Westfield location!

Sean D. Cornelius
A Fellow Chautauquan

Local

Specialized Insurance For

Vacation Home RentalBoat Business

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Andrew Steer, president and CEO of the Bezos Earth Fund, delivers his lecture “Can Artificial Intelligence Help Solve Climate Change and 
Nature Loss?” Thursday morning in the Amphitheater.

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

Sir Andrew Steer has a very 
American track record, for 
an Englishman.

As a young student 
abroad in Philadelphia, 
Steer was stateside for the 
United States of Ameri-
ca’s bicentennial — July 4, 
1976. The next day, he and 
his brothers embarked 
upon that most cherished, 
all-American tradition: a 
cross-country road trip, 
hitting each of the 48 con-
tiguous states. If July 4, 
1976, was inspiring, that in-
spiration only grew as the 
brothers drove.

Forty-eight years later, 
Steer and his wife are about 
to become American citi-
zens, and on July 4, 2024, he 
delivered the Independence 
Day morning lecture in the 
Amphitheater, asking the 
question: “Can Artificial In-
telligence Help Solve Climate 
Change and Nature Loss?”

Steer is now president 
and CEO of the Bezos Earth 
Fund; last month, the orga-
nization announced its AI for 
Climate and Nature Grand 
Challenge, a $100 million 
grant program to further 
research into how AI can 
be used to address climate 
change and nature loss. 

When it comes to ar-
tificial intelligence, Steer 
encouraged the audience 
to draw on the spirit of 
the Founding Fathers; in 
1776, “the main idea which 
changed everything, was 
this statement of 55 words 
only,” he said, referencing 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. “It is hard to think of 
55 words that humans have 
ever written that have had 
a bigger impact than this — 
that all people have rights, 
and that governments ex-
ist to serve those people, 
and they stand with the 
authority of those people 
— and it is so obvious that 
we hold these truths to be 
self-evident.”

The impact of those 55 
words is staggering, he said. 
They changed everything.

World history is actually 
defined by such staggering, 
innovative changes. Con-
trolling fire; the wheel; writ-
ing, paper, the printing press; 
the electric lightbulb. They 
all changed everything.

“People will say, ‘Is AI as 
important as controlling 
fire?’ Or, maybe, ‘Is it as im-
portant as the invention of 
the printing press?’ We do 
not know,” Steer said. “But, 
we know that it is pretty 
important.”

Technological sea 
changes throughout his-
tory are not without “lit-
tle kinks,” he said. The in-
ventions of watermills and 
windmills doubled agricul-
tural yields in Europe. 

But, “do you think the 
poor benefited? No, they 
did not,” Steer said. “Ac-
tually, they suffered as a 
result. Do you know who 
benefited? The church.”

Churches controlled 
one-third of all agricultur-
al land in England, Steer 
explained; the reason so 
many Gothic cathedrals 
still exist is because of wa-
termills and windmills.

The same pattern con-
tinues with the Industrial 
Revolution; the poor be-
came poorer while the rich 
became richer.

“As we embrace new 
technologies, we have to 
think about how they are 
governed,” Steer said.

Technological advanc-
es have meant wonders for 
improving health and lifes-
pans, and decreasing pov-
erty. It’s a wonderful gift, 
Steer said, but “the prob-
lem is as we grow, which is 
a terrific thing to do, that 
growth is imposing pres-
sures on the natural world.”

“What we have been see-
ing over the last 50 years as 
human beings have dou-
bled in population, if you 
look at the populations of 
all of the other vertebrates 
combined, they have fallen 

by half,” he said. “One spe-
cies doubles, all the other 
species fall by half.”

That is why climate 
change must be addressed; 
humanity has progressed a 
lot, but it can’t afford to not 
progress further.

He compared it to a dog 
chasing a scooter: “We are 
going faster and faster and 
inventing new things, … but 
the problem is going faster 
and faster. The dog can run 
faster and faster, but will 
never catch up unless he 
gets its own scooter.”

Maybe AI is that scooter, 
Steer said. It’s a tool, after 
all — just a tool — that can 
make things quicker, faster 
and more effective. This is 
what the Bezos Earth Fund 
is using the technology for.

“We can look at every 
single tree in the world — 
and there are 3 trillion of 
them — and every single 
species in the world and 
build predictive models, 
and it can develop digital 
twins,” Steer said. “A digital 
twin is a model that is based 
upon an incredible amount 
of data … (and) if you col-
lect enough data, you can 
build an entire computer 
model and then you can try 
things out on it.”

Enter the Bezos Earth 
Fund’s AI for Climate and 
Nature Grand Challenge.

“We are saying to those 
on the front line, if you are 
trying to protect nature, if 
you are worried about riv-
er pollution, please apply,” 
Steer said. “We will match 
you up with AI experts 
around the world” to assist 
in the work.

Yes, Steer said, AI uses 
“an incredible amount of 
electricity” — by 2026, it 
will take 1,000 terawatts 
(the entire electricity con-
sumption of Japan) to run 
those servers. Some worry, 
he said, but as Bill Gates re-
cently noted, AI will help in 
the development of renew-
able energy. That’s not the 
only example of how AI can 
aid progress; Steer listed 
three other ways AI could 
help address nature and 
climate change. One way is 
just simply by monitoring 
biodiversity.

“There are 8.5 million 
species, possibly up to 40 
million (in the world), and 
so far only 1.8 million have 
actually been described,” 
he said. “We are losing spe-
cies more rapidly than we 
are identifying them.”

Through visual, sound 
and DNA recognition, AI 
can speed the pace of iden-
tifying new species and 
monitoring existing ones. 
Steer’s second example was 
the ways AI could influence 
management of the food 
system. The farming com-
munity has kept pace with 
keeping a growing popu-
lation fed and nourished, 
but “the problem is that by 
2050 we need to increase 
food consumption by an-
other 50%. No longer do 
we have the luxury of what 

Bezos Earth Fund’s Steer highlights AI’s potential to aid in climate change fight

we have done before, which 
is taking more land, using 
more water and using more 
chemicals,” Steer said. “We 
have to think differently.”

The second-most pol-
luting population on earth 
— behind humans — is live-
stock, which accounts for 
the usage of 80% of all ag-
ricultural land. Food pro-
duction is also responsible 
for one-third of all green-
house gas emissions.

“We are trying to reduce 
methane emissions — which 
are a very very dangerous 
greenhouse gas — and that 
means you have to do some 
very sophisticated science 
relating to the stomach of 
these animals,” Steer said. 
Vaccines and feedstocks 
can ameliorate those gas-
tric emissions, and AI can, 
again, help expedite that 
research.

It can also help develop 
meat substitutes; more op-
tions can help shift diets.

“One of the things that AI 
can play a very big role on is 
what we call sustainable pro-
teins — it can be plant-based, 
it can be fermented, it can be 
lab grown,” Steer said.

He admitted some 
of these options were 
less-than-appetizing.

“We have work to do,” 
he said. “This is a societal 
choice.” 

Finally, Steer pointed to 
AI and smart electric grids. 
Why does this matter?

“The grid is what takes, 
hopefully renewable, pow-
er and delivers it — in the 
old days it was very simple; 
you had great big power 
plants and they distribut-
ed energy simply to houses 
and to factories in a one-
way flow,” he said.

It’s different now; tens 
of millions of devices, from 
cars to houses, not only 
take electricity from the 
grid, but feed it back as well.

“AI can manage these 
massively complex sys-
tems,” Steer said, even pre-
dicting risks in faulty wir-
ing, preventing electrical 
fires, shutting off and redi-
recting power as needed.

Steer acknowledged that 
yes, with AI, “the transition 
before us is profoundly dif-
ficult.”

“We will have to go 
through a transition bigger, 

perhaps, than human soci-
ety has gone through be-
fore,” he said. “But, it is also 
profoundly exciting. And it 
is profoundly inspiring.”

Changes happen quickly 
— he pointed to an image 
of Fifth Avenue in New York 
City, taken in 1900. The 
photo only had two cars 
in it; all the other vehicles 
were horse-drawn carriag-
es. Less than 20 years later, 
in another photo, taken at 
the same angle of the same 
street, there were no hors-
es to be seen. 

“That is how quick-

ly change can take place,” 
Steer said.

Steer closed the solo por-
tion of his lecture by reflect-
ing on the “inquiring hearts 
and sense of faith” that ex-
ists at Chautauqua, regard-
less of one’s religion. It’s a 
sense of motivation, he said.

“One of the things I ask 
myself when I wake up on 
a Monday morning: What 
is it that motivates me? … 
It is the fact that God gave 
us a world and it was very 
good,” Steer said. “That 
means something.” 

The First Command-

ment, Steer said, isn’t listed 
in Exodus 20; it’s at the be-
ginning of the book of Gen-
esis, when God says, essen-
tially, “this is my garden; be 
a good steward.”

Going back to 1776 — after 
leading the Amp audience in 
a rendition of “America the 
Beautiful” — Steer encour-
aged Chautauquans to take 
a leaf out of the Founding 
Fathers’ book. 

“Let’s learn from these 
guys,” he said. “Think bold-
ly, think bravely, take a risk, 
have inspiring thoughts 
that will change the world.”

We will have to go 
through a transition 
bigger, perhaps, than 
human society has gone 
through before. But, it is 
also profoundly exciting. 
And it is profoundly 
inspiring.”

—SIR ANDREW STEER
President and CEO, 

Bezos Earth Fund
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If you would like any back issues of the newspaper, 
please stop at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.



“It’s a beautiful, bittersweet 
play of the magnitude of life 
told through the seemingly 
simple moments,” said CTC 
Producing Artistic Director 
Jade King Carroll.

Ernestine Ashworth pon-
ders her life’s purpose on her 
17th birthday as she gath-
ers ingredients for a simple 
butter cake. As time flash-
es forward, the play trav-
els through 90 years of her 
birthdays as she recreates 
the same cake, experienc-
es joy and heartbreak, and 
cherishes the small moments 
that fill her life with meaning.

Previews begin at 7:30 
p.m. tonight in Bratton The-
ater, with more performanc-
es this weekend. Directed by 
Arya Shahi, the show will 
officially open at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in Bratton.

Haidle is from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, where 
Birthday Candles takes 
place, and he never 
dreamed of becoming a 
playwright. Now a gradu-
ate of Princeton University 
who went on to Julliard’s 
playwriting program, he 
had every intention in his 
youth of becoming a phi-
losophy professor.

He was never interested in 
theater until he read Death of 
a Salesman his junior year 
of high school, and that was 

the moment he realized he 
wanted to write plays.

He began reading thou-
sands of plays, beginning 
with Jesse Lynch Williams’ 
Why Marry?, as he took notes.

“My theory was that if I 
ingested enough informa-
tion, at some point I would 
be able to synthesize some-
thing of my own,” he said.

Now, Haidle’s plays have 
been produced at theaters 
like South Coast Repertory, 
The Long Wharf Theater 
and at others around the 
country and the world.

Inspired by Thornton 
Wilder’s A Long Christmas 
Dinner, a play that drops in 
on certain Christmases of 
a family, he got the idea for 
Birthday Candles when his 
friend’s 8-year-old daugh-
ter asked her mother, “Have 
I wasted my life?” 

He thought that was a 
peculiar question to ask at 
that age. The question be-
came the opening line of 
the play.

Haidle also remembered 
learning in college that gold-
fish have a three-second 
memory span. In the show, 
Ernestine’s nerdy and awk-
ward nextdoor neighbor, 
Kenneth, brings her a gold-
fish on her 17th birthday; the 
goldfish is a constant pres-
ence throughout the play.

During the writing pro-
cess, he found himself cre-
ating characters that mir-
rored parts of himself and 
people close to him, but 
said part of theater magic is 
hiding himself in the story.

“Writing a play is like 
writing an emotional auto-
biography, and it’s a fun way 
of exposing yourself but also 
hiding yourself,” he said.

Chautauqua’s version of 
Birthday Candles is Haidle’s 
first production where he 

hasn’t been involved with 
the rehearsal process, and 
he said he is eager to see 
how the actors and creative 
team have put their own 
spin on the story.

Watching his own plays 
be performed is something 
he said takes getting used 
to, but he is looking forward 
to seeing how the Chautau-
qua audience reacts.

“Watching an audience 
watch your play is like 
watching a dream with a 
bunch of other people,” he 
said. “You’re sort of in con-
trol of that dream, but re-
ally not at the same time.”

As Chautauqua mounts 
its first full production of 
Birthday Candles, Haidle 
said he hopes it serves as 
an example of CTC’s con-
tinued commitment to de-
veloping new plays.

“It’s great for audiences 
in Chautauqua to know that 
their support allows for that 
possible journey,” he said.
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“They really have the sounds 
totally dialed in my opinion, 
but it’s kind of light. It’s like 
a light-rocking, country-ish, 
folk kind of rock with really 
nice vocal arrangements,” 
he said. “Don’t miss them!” 

Tonight’s show will mark 
the end of a short run of 
shows for Wilco, which for 
Cline, is bittersweet.

“There’s always a sense 
of occasion; there’s a little 

happiness that we get to go 
home, sadness that we have 
to stop playing,” he said.

Just days ago, Wilco re-
leased a six-song EP titled 
Hot Sun Cool Shroud, topping 
off a prolific run in their al-
ready-extensive discography.

The group released 
Cousin, their 13th studio 
album in 2023 and a double 
length album titled Cruel 
Country in 2022.

Wilco released their de-
but album A.M. in 1995 fol-
lowed by Being There the 

year after. Soon after, the 
group released Summerteeth 
and their most well-known 
album, Yankee Hotel Foxtrot. 
They recently celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of their 
2004 album A Ghost Is Born.

Other notable releases 
from the group include Sky 
Blue Sky, Wilco (The Album), 
The Whole Love, Star Wars, 
Schmilco and Ode to Joy.

The band also recently 
hosted their annual music 
festival Solid Sound, which 
takes place each year at the 

Massachusetts Museum of 
Contemporary Art, where 
they played two headlining 
sets and featured a number 
of musicians and bands that 
they enjoy, including some 
of their own side projects.

While Wilco frontman Jeff 
Tweedy doesn’t draft set lists 
until the afternoon of every 
show, Cline said fans can an-
ticipate a mix of fan favorites 
such as “Jesus, Etc.,” “Cali-
fornia Stars” and “Impossible 
Germany” as well as some 
newly released material.

“(Tweedy) really tries 
pretty hard to balance the 
show with a little bit of ev-
erything. There are certain 
songs that get played pretty 
much ritually, but only about 
three or four,” Cline said.

Inspired by their re-
cent performance at Solid 
Sound Festival of — exclu-
sively made up of deep-cuts 
— Cline said Chautauquans 
might expect to hear some 
lesser-played songs.

“I don’t know if we’re go-
ing to return to some of them 

because we thought after (the 
Solid Sound Festival perfor-
mance), ‘Gee, that was fun to 
play. Why don’t we play that 
one more often?’,” he said.

Cline thinks that their 
performance will get louder 
and will lean more heavily 
into rock’n’roll as it progress-
es throughout the night, cul-
minating in the quintessen-
tial guitar shredding that the 
band is known for.

“I would say that we’re 
going to end rocking out,” 
Cline said.

“When I was on my book 
tours for those novels and 
I explained the science to 
people in ways that they 
could understand, I could see 
people’s eyes getting wide as 
they recognized something 
really big was happening, 
and they had to be a part of 
that story,” he said.

In 2019, he was a mem-
ber of the World Health 
Organization’s expert advi-
sory committee on human 
genome editing, where 
he conducted further re-

search on human genetic 
engineering and learned 
about the large implica-
tions of these technologies.

“The big stories of this 
moment of human habita-
tion on Earth are the advent 
of human-engineered intel-
ligence and human re-engi-
neered life,” he said. “How we 
as a species manage these 
superpowers will, in many 
ways, determine not just our 
future, but the future of all 
of life on planet Earth.”

His latest book, Super-
convergence, explores the 
intersections of AI, gene ed-

iting, and other technologies 
and outlines how they are 
already changing the world.

In his lecture, Metzl will 
recognize the fears that 
many people have about 

the possibility of these 
technologies being abused, 
but he will also highlight 
the positive outcomes.

“If the only story we tell is 
about harm, we aren’t going 
to be able to embrace and 
engage the very positive po-
tentials that these same ca-
pabilities offer,” he said.

As the number of humans 
on the planet exceeds 8 bil-
lion, people’s needs and de-
mands will continue to grow, 
particularly when it comes 
to healthcare and nutrition.

He said that as new genet-
ic and AI technologies devel-

op, they have the potential 
to prevent future diseases, 
grow more crops using less 
resources, and produce in-
dustrial materials and fuels 
rather than digging them up.

“If we don’t make sure that 
our best values are woven into 
the application of our most 
powerful technologies, these 
technologies have the poten-
tial to do real harm,” he said. 
“But if we do everything pos-
sible to ensure that our best 
values guide the application 
of our powerful technologies, 
there’s almost no limit to the 
good we’ll be able to do.”

METZL
FROM PAGE 1

WILCO
FROM PAGE 1

HAIDLE
FROM PAGE 1

The push toward driverless 
cars and similar technolo-
gy is part of a bigger pattern 
of antihumanism, Crawford 
argued, and that pattern 
threatens the very concept of 

citizens and self-governance.
Drawing on philosophy, 

religion, culture, history 
civics and his wide array 
of work — from the semi-
nal Shop Class as Soulcraft: 
An Inquiry Into the Value 
of Work to his current role 
as senior fellow at the Uni-

versity of Virginia’s Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies 
in Culture — Crawford will 
close the Interfaith Lecture 
Series’ Week Two theme of 
“Religion’s Intersections: 
Interdisciplinary Imagina-
tion with Science, Technol-
ogy and AI” at 2 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

“The four antihuman-
isms, as I see it, are these: 
Human beings are stu-
pid, we are obsolete, we 

are fragile, and we are 
hateful,” he said in 2023. 
“I submit that these four 
premises are mutually sup-
porting and that, together, 
they serve to legitimize, 
and usher in more fully, 
the post-political condi-
tion. One thing they have 
in common is that, if tak-
en to heart, they attenu-
ate the citizenly pride that 
is both cause and effect of 
self-government.”

CRAWFORD
FROM PAGE 1

HAIDLE

If the only story we tell is about harm, we aren’t going 
to be able to embrace and engage the very positive 
potentials that these same capabilities offer.”

—JAMIE METZL
Author, 

Superconvergence: How the Genetics, Biotech, and AI Revolutions Will 
Transform Our Lives, Work, and World

Writing a play is like writing an emotional 
autobiography, and it’s a fun way of exposing yourself 
but also hiding yourself.”

—NOAH HAIDLE
Playwright, 

Birthday Candles

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification.  
The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:		  Sara Toth, editor 
				    stoth@chq.org 
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N E W S/ R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

God equips us to love others as God loves, as others want to be loved

“W e are called by God to freedom, and it 
would be a cruel god who would call us and 
not equip us with an answer,” said Bishop 

Cynthia Moore-Koikoi at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater.

Her sermon title was “Declaration of Independence: 
We are Free to Love,” and the scripture text was Gala-
tians 5:13-15.

“Now that we are free — so what? Being in bondage 
takes up time and energy. Being free gives us back time and 
energy,” she said. “So, what do we do to fill the space?” 

The answer is simple. 
“We love,” she said.
 She quoted I Corinthians 13, often called the “love 

chapter” — “Love is kind, patient, and rejoices in the 
truth. Love bears all things, endures all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things. Love never ends.”

“You know what love is, but how do we love?” she asked. 
The New Revised Standard Updated Version Bible says 

that through love “we are enslaved to one another.” 
“As an African American woman, that wording is prob-

lematic for me,” she said. “In my context, I would say that 
through love we decenter ourselves.”

To decenter, she told the congregation, means that 
your context might not be the best; your perspective is 
not the only one; somebody else could teach you to see 
the reflection of the image of God that you need to see. 

In Galatians, Paul quoted Jesus, who quoted Leviticus 
19:18, to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

“As a psychologist, I have a problem with that,” 
Moore-Koikoi said. “In our Western culture, if we treated 
our neighbors as we treat our bodies or our environ-
ment, the world would be horrible.”

She suggested that a better analogy would be to love 
our neighbors as God would want us to love and how our 
neighbors would want to be loved. 

“As we get to know our neighbors better, when we 
are in a relationship, we will probably not like them as 
much,” she said. “But because God called us to a ministry 
of freedom, God will equip us to love even though we 
may not like the others.”

Moore-Koikoi continued, “Maybe if we learn to love, 
we might learn to like our neighbors, to see in them the 
image of God. Our freedom gives us more time and ener-
gy and equips us to love.”

As a demonstration of how much Moore-Koikoi loved 
the congregation, she tried an experiment. Even though 
she is not sure about AI, “I am in bondage to my context, 
but I used ChatGPT 3.5 to generate a sermon. You get to 
know people by stepping into their world, so I decided to 
live into my discomfort.” 

Moore-Koikoi read the following sermon from 
ChatGPT.

Quote — “Good morning, beloved congregation. Today, 
I want to talk to you about the beautiful and powerful 
concept of being free to love. In a world that often seems 
filled with hate, division, and fear, it is more important 
than ever that we embrace love as our guiding principle.

“In Galatians 5:13-14, the apostle Paul writes, ‘For you 
were called to freedom. Only do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

“These words remind us that true freedom is not 
about doing whatever we want, but about using our free-
dom to serve others in love. 

“We are called to love one another, just as God has loved 
us. And in that love, we find true fulfillment and purpose.

“But in order to truly love, we must first be free. 
“Free from the constraints of judgment, free from the 

fear of rejection, and free from the limitations we place 
on ourselves. 

“We must be free to love unconditionally, without ex-
pecting anything in return. 

“We must be free to love without reservation, without 
holding back any part of ourselves.

“When we are free to love, we are able to see the 
beauty in all people, regardless of their differences. 

“We are able to show compassion and kindness to 

those who are hurting or in need. 
“We are able to forgive those who have wronged us, 

and to seek reconciliation and peace.
“So I urge you, dear siblings, to embrace the freedom 

to love. 
“Let love be your guide in all that you do, and let it be 

the light that shines through you to others. 
“Love without fear, love without reservation, and love 

without limits. 
“For it is in love that we find true freedom, and it is 

in love that we find God. May we all be free to love, now 
and always. Amen.” —End Quote.

When Moore-Koikoi prepares to write a sermon, she 
asks God to prepare her to preach what God wants peo-
ple to hear through her. 

“I believe I am actually open to God, and God’s Holy 
spirit answers that prayer,” she said.

She continued, “So I have to ask, can the Holy Spir-
it influence ChatGPT? Does the faith and power of the 
cross through the Holy Spirit influence chatbots, or is 
it governed by rules of the universe that God will not 
break, like gravity or changing a banana into an apple?”

If God through the Holy Spirit does not influence what 
a preacher writes, then the Holy Spirit will not influence 
what the congregation hears or experiences.

She asked the preachers in the congregation, “How 
many of you have preached a sermon that you thought 
was OK and someone came after the service and said, ‘I 
was really moved by what you preached’?” A voice in the 
Amp called out: “Every Sunday.” 

Moore-Koikoi laughed and said, “We have to talk 
about your preaching.”

She continued, “That is the Holy Spirit at work. Now, 

chatbots can free a pastor to spend more time loving the 
people; or is it a step backwards in relationships? I don’t 
know the answers but because I am free to love the gen-
eration behind me, who are already free from grandma’s 
context and church, I am willing to be uncomfortable 
and preach with chatbots at Chautauqua.”

Moore-Koikoi said she is willing to wrestle with the 
question because every sermon this week “has been 
self-centered, about us and our freedom from bondage. 
If we do this step together, then we are freed to do the 
next step of work. We are free to be uncomfortable and 
go to places we have never been. We will learn how God 
wants us to love somebody else, because God loves all 
things, even AI.”

The Rev. John Morgan, pastor of the Williamsburg, 
Virginia, Presbyterian Church, presided. The Rev. Barba-
ra Williams, coordinator of Unity ministry activities at 
Chautauqua, read the scripture. The prelude was Sonata 
in C Minor, first movement, “Largo,” and fourth move-
ment, “Allegro,” by Georg Philipp Telemann. Willie La 
Favor, piano; Barbara Hois, flute; and Maura Giannini, 
violin, members of the Motet Consort, performed the pre-
lude. The Motet Choir sang “if ye love me,” music by Philip 
Wilby and text from John 14:15-18. Joshua Stafford, direc-
tor of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist, directed the choir and Owen Reyda, 2024 organ 
scholar, provided accompaniment on the Massey Memo-
rial Organ. Stafford played “Allegro ben ritmato e deciso” 
from Three Preludes by George Gershwin, on the Massey 
Organ. Support for this week’s services and chaplaincy 
is provided by the Geraldine M. and Frank E. McElree, Jr. 
Chaplaincy Fund.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi delivers her sermon “The Declaration of Independence: We are Free from Grandma’s Context,” opening her 
weeklong series on Sunday in the Amphitheater. 

A S U  FA C U LT Y,  S T U D E N T S  FA C I L I TAT E  W O R K S H O P S  O N  E T H I C S  O F  A I

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At left, Clara Kammerlander, a student in the School of Politics and Global Studies at 
Arizona State University, facilitates a discussion on the ethics of artificial intelligence 
Wednesday at the Youth Activities Center. Above, ASU student Czarina Flores leads 
another discussion. Students and faculty of ASU’s Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics will 
lead another interactive workshop on the practical application of AI at 3:30 p.m. today 
in the YAC. The program is open to all, on a first-come basis, as space is limited.
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Answer to previous puzzle

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each 
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.SUDOKU

Difficulty: ★★★★ 6/21
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King Classic Sudoku

Difficulty: ★★★★ 6/22
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TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

HELP WANTEDSTORAGE

In addition to Week Two 
Presenting Sponsor, the Da-
vid and Joan Lincoln Family 
Fund for Applied Ethics, the 
Sondra R. and R. Quintus 
Anderson Lectureship pro-
vides support for the lecture 
by Jamie Metzl at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater. 

The lecture supported 
by the Sondra R. & R. Quin-
tus Anderson Lectureship is 
known as The Chautauqua 
Lecture and is designated 
by the president of the In-
stitution in recognition of 
the historic and important 
role of the Institution’s lec-
ture platform.

The Andersons were 
longtime Chautauquans. 
Sandy, a graduate of Ben-
nett Junior College, was a 
past chairman of the board 
of WCA Hospital, a former 
member of the Jamestown 

school board, cofounder 
of Pappagallo at the Green 
Farm, and a founder of the 
Links Charity Golf Tourna-
ment. Quint was a graduate 
of Princeton University and 
founder and former chair-
man of the Aarque Com-
panies. He was a founder 
of the Roger Tory Peter-
son Institute in Jamestown 
and served on the vestry 
of Trinity Episcopalian 
Church of Vero Beach, 
Florida, and as a director 
of the Riverside Theatre. 
Quint also served as a di-
rector of the Chautauqua 
Foundation and a former 
governor of the Chautau-
qua Golf Club. He passed 
away in 2016, and Sandy in 
2017, in Vero Beach, where 
they had lived after more 
than 50 years in Lakewood, 
New York.

Anderson Lectureship 
provides support for 
Metzl’s presentation

The Scott and Patti Fine En-
dowment Fund and CAPER 
support the performance 
by Wilco at 7:30 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater. 

Scott Fine graduated 
from Cornell University 
with a B.A. in mathemat-
ical modeling and later 
received an M.B.A. from 
Stanford University. He be-
gan his professional career 
at McKinsey & Company. 
He served in the invest-
ment banking division of 
Goldman Sachs for a de-
cade before becoming the 
CFO of RELTEC Corpora-
tion and then general part-
ner at Morgenthaler Part-
ners, a private equity firm. 
Since 2003, he has been a 
professor of finance at Case 
Western Reserve Universi-
ty’s Weatherhead School of 
Management. 

Patti Fine also graduat-
ed from Cornell University, 
with a degree in industri-
al and labor relations. She 

began her career at IBM 
and, later, became a middle 
school science teacher at 
Lawrence School, an inde-
pendent school serving stu-
dents with learning differ-
ences and attention deficits. 

In Cleveland, Scott Fine 
has been a director at the 
Diabetes Association of 
Greater Cleveland, the Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art 
Cleveland, the Hospice of 
the Western Reserve, and a 
committee member of the 
Cleveland Foundation. Patti 
Fine has been actively in-
volved tutoring and teaching 
yoga in inner-city Cleveland 
schools. At Chautauqua, 
Scott Fine has served as a 
member of several task forc-
es and has served as a direc-
tor of the Chautauqua Hotel 
Corporation. 

The Fines live in Cleve-
land, Ohio, and have been 
enjoying Chautauqua for 
over 15 years. They are the 
parents of six children.

Fine Endowment Fund, 
CAPER provide support 
for Wilco’s performance

The H. Parker and Emma O. 
Sharp Lectureship Fund pro-
vides support for the Inter-
faith Lecture by Matthew B. 
Crawford at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy. The 
fund will provide addition-
al support for the Interfaith 
Lectures by Pastor Bob Rob-
erts Jr. and Imam Mohamed 
Magid on July 15; Sohrab 
Ahmari on July 23; Kaitlin B. 
Curtice on July 26; and Kath-
erine May on Aug. 9.

Mr. Sharp was born in 
1903 and raised in Pitts-
burgh. He attended Harvard 
University and Harvard Law 

School before returning to 
Pittsburgh to join the firm of 
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay. 
He later became vice presi-
dent and general counsel of 
Jones & Laughlin Steel Com-
pany of Pittsburgh, a posi-
tion he held for 26 years. An 
elder of Shadyside Presbyte-
rian Church, Mr. Sharp also 
served on the board of the 
Pittsburgh Theological Sem-
inary. He passed away in 1994. 

Emma Sharp was born in 
Pittsburgh and graduated 
from Westminster College in 
New Wilmington, Pennsylva-
nia, with a bachelor’s degree. 

She received an additional 
library degree from Carn-
egie Mellon Library School 
and became librarian at the 
Bellevue High School in Pitts-
burgh. She served for 11 years 
on the Westminster College 
Board of Trustees and also as 
an elder of Shadyside Pres-
byterian Church. Married in 
1937, the Sharps celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniver-
sary at Chautauqua in 1987, 
including a charter cruise 
on the Gadfly and an Athe-
naeum Hotel dinner for ap-
proximately 55 guests. Emma 
Sharp’s parents brought her 

to Chautauqua in her youth. 
This early interest in Chau-
tauqua attracted the Sharps 
back to the grounds after 
they became grandparents. 

“We are very much inter-
ested in Chautauqua’s re-
membrance of her religious 
beginnings,” Emma Sharp 
noted, Emma Sharp noted, 
commenting on the couple’s 
establishment of the religion 
lectureship.  “We feel the 
spiritual side of life is just as 
important as the physical and 
mental sides of life, and we 
want the religious program-
ming to be strengthened.”

Sharp Lectureship Fund provides support for 
Crawford’s afternoon presentation, additional 
Interfaith Lectures throughout 2024 season

What is CAPER?
CAPER is an idea. CAPER is a movement. 
There is some CAPER in all of us, and all of us 
can be in CAPER.

Huh?
Oh, sorry. I’m riding a sugar high from devouring 
a coconut cream pie from Portage Pie. Holy cow, 
that’s good stuff! What was the question again?

What, or who, is CAPER?
CAPER stands for “Chautauquans Augment-
ing Popular Entertainment Resources.” We’re a 
group of people who value live music from top 
notch bands. And who enjoy using words like 
“augmenting.”

So, maybe kind of cool, but definitely 
super nerdy?
Isn’t that the accepted translation of the word 
“Chautauqua”? 

Why have you chosen to sponsor Wilco?
We love live music, especially when it’s per-
formed by interesting, innovative, relevant 
bands. We want to show that there’s a seri-
ous appetite for that kind of act, both on the 
grounds and in the surrounding community. 
Wilco is one good example, and we hope that 
our support will mean that there will be many 
others in the years to come.

Why is the popular entertainment 
program in need of funding like this?
Most programming at Chautauqua has strong 
financial support, but many people think that 
popular entertainment should be funded purely 
by ticket sales. We know, though, that really great 
popular entertainment programming can involve 
taking some risks – booking bands that are ex-
pensive, or that may not be well-known to most 
Chautauquans. We believe that popular enter-
tainment is as important as any other art form, 
and that it deserves to be supported by people 
who love it. Also, having good bands at the Amp 
can help attract new people who might not oth-
erwise have heard of Chautauqua.

What is the impetus behind the 
intrigue?
Impetus?! Great word! We need to augment our 
vocabulary with it.

*Sigh* But seriously …
Because it’s fun, and Chautauqua should be just 
as fun as it is serious! I mean, we love lectures 
about “how the AI blockchain is changing the 
climate of transformational American presiden-
tial music” as much as the next Jon Meacham 
groupie, but sometimes we just want to have a 
little goofy fun.

At what point, if at all, will you reveal 
who is behind this effort?
At what point would our children not be totally 
mortified to know their parents were part of a 

phony secret cabal that plans to party down on 
Friday night in the Amp? (Hint: Never!)

Does the aura of mystery serve any 
actual useful purpose?
(*Long Pause*) Sorry for the delayed response! 
I had to eat another slice of that pie. By the way, 
have you tried the strawberry-rhubarb?

Yes, I have. But back to the question …
Oh, yeah, right. We’re supporting this show 
because we love Chautauqua and we love good 
popular entertainment, and that’s what mat-
ters to us. Being anonymous is that it means 
we can be anyone, or everyone. We don’t want 
people to think of philanthropy here as coming 
just from a small set of people, or from people 
who are somehow different from everyone else. 
Support for Chautauqua should come from all 
of us who care about this place and the work it 
does. It doesn’t matter how much you can give 
or how you get involved – the point is to do what 
you can as a way of showing that this place is 
important to you. Have a bake sale to support 
the Chautauqua Fund; join one of our many 
support groups like the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club or the Bird, Tree & Garden Club; bring 
your friends and neighbors here; or organize a 
faux-mysterious group to support program-
ming you love. Whatever form it takes, we 
can all do something to enrich and strengthen 
Chautauqua!

Interested in joining this clandestine network of 
Chautauquans? Call 716-357-6404 or email 
advancement@chq.org.

Tonight’s Wilco concert is being sponsored by a shadowy group on the Institution grounds known as CAPER. While 
members of CAPER are anonymous, the group agreed to provide The Chautauquan Daily an exclusive interview.

CAPER sponsors Wilco concert

On X: @chqdaily
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V I S U A L  A R T S

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

obert Villamagna’s 
first experience 
making art began 
with a trip to the 
Carnegie Muse-
um of Natural His-
tory in Pittsburgh 

with his mother and future 
step-father when he was a 
small child.

“Now, we didn’t visit the 
art portion of the museum. 
I wouldn’t see that, actually, 
believe it or not, until I was 18 
years old, but we visited (the) 
natural history (wing), and 
the room that really blew my 
mind as a 5 year old was these 
knights in armor,” he said.

He recalled seeing the 
armor and finding himself 
completely captivated. Vil-
lamagna returned home 
and borrowed graph paper 
from his grandfather, who 
worked at a power plant.

“I laid on the living room 
floor and I started drawing 
these knights in armor as I 
recalled them from our day’s 
visit and my eventual, to-
be step-father looked down 
over my shoulder and said 
‘Those look exactly like what 
we saw today,’ ” Villamagna 
said. “Well, I really believe 
that that little line of sup-
port stirred something in 
me, because I never stopped 
drawing from that point on.”

Years later, the West Vir-
ginia-based artist works pri-
marily with metal. His art, 
dreamlike and vibrant, adorns 
the walls of the second floor 
Bellowe Family Gallery in the 
Strohl Art Center. 

Curated by Judy Barie, 
the Susan and John Turben 
Director of CVA Galleries, 
“The Art of Robert Villamag-
na” is open through July 18.

Villamagna’s art employs 
found imagery and materials, 
often collaged and pieced to-
gether to craft visual narra-
tives about his life and expe-
riences living in the Rust Belt. 
His pieces conjure stories 
and invite the viewer into the 
piece as an active participant.

Growing up, Villamagna 
didn’t know many artists. 
The majority of what Villa-
magna knew about art came 
from glimpses of a neighbor’s 
abstract paintings through 
the window, what he saw 
on the Disney Channel, and 
magazine illustrators.

Most of the people he 
knew worked in mills, and 
for a long time, he did, too. 
Much of his art work comes 
from his firsthand experi-
ences working in a mill and 
living in Appalachia. He re-
called his boss, during a 
particularly hard day, sug-
gesting that he make art 
about working in the mill.

“He said, ‘You realize 

Strohl exhibition showcases life experiences, 
narratives through metalwork

R
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you’re working in the belly 
of a dinosaur, and someday 
you’re going to be able to tell 
your grandchildren about 
this place?’,” Villamagna said.

Villamagna said although 
he didn’t believe he would 
heed that advice at the time, 
he took it to heart, and now 
finds himself making a por-
tion of his work about his 
experiences.

When they view the ex-
hibition, he hopes Chautau-
quans will find a sense of joy, 
and that they will engage 
with the works and craft 
their own narratives. He said 
he most enjoys when people 
actively spend time with the 
art he’s created.

“If somebody would come 
and look at my work and 
spend some time with it, 
that’s absolutely the best, 
and I still get excited about 
that,” he said. “I still get ex-
cited that somebody could 
look at my work — some-
thing that I created that 
didn’t exist before — and 
somebody cares about it.” 

Villamagna also stressed 

that anybody who has a drive 
to create should do every-
thing in their power to make 
it happen, even if it isn’t in a 
full-time capacity. He said 
he hopes his work will in-
spire others to pursue their 
own artistic endeavors, no 
matter what they might be.

“I just think it’s real-
ly important, if you have 
some kind of creative side, 
that you get involved with 
that,” he said. “I think that’s 
life changing.”

“American 
Industry.”

 “Class Clown.”

 “Boom!”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
“The Art of Robert Villamagna” is on display in the Strohl Art Center’s Bellowe Family Gallery through July 18.
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homeIT'S GOOD TO BE

1:00-2:30

 $569,000 | Debbie Rowe

105 Mina Edison Dr.
4BR |  2BA

Enjoy this peaceful Chautauqua setting on a cul-de-
sac. This ranch home with a full walkout lower level and

garage parking is a great option that you can enjoy
year-round!

Debbie Rowe 
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker      
716.640.6507
DebbieRoweRealtor@gmail.com

ChautauquaNYHomes.com |    1  Morris Ave., CHQ
@chautauquanyhomesFollow Me!

OPEN HOUSE!
Friday, JULY 5th - 1:00 - 2:30 pm

F
FRIDAY
JULY 5

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Bhante Chipamong Chowdhury. 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:00	 (8-10:30) Open Pickleball. 
No registration required. Fee. 
Pickleball courts at Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson. 
“Movement and Meditation.” Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON. 
“Declaration of Independence: We 
Are Free to Be A New Creation.” 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, 
bishop, Western Pennsylvania 
Conference, United Methodist 
Church. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:00	 (10 a.m.–3 p.m.) Sunken 
Treasures Exhibit. Oliver 
Archives Center

10:00	 Film and Filmmaker Talk 
for Children and Families. 
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) 
“The Last Bumblebee.” Janice 
Overbeck, filmmaker. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES.  
Jamie Metzl, author, 
Superconvergence: How the 
Genetics, Biotech, and AI 
Revolutions will Transform 
Our Lives, Work, and World. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 Ask the Staff Tent Time. Bestor 
Plaza.

11:00	 (11-8) Food Trucks and Tents. 
Bestor Plaza

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique Opening Day. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) 12 people at a time 
in 15-minute increments. Behind 
Colonnade

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30	 Betsy Garden Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
“Gardening the Waterfront.” 
Jennifer Francois, vice president, 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club. Children’s 
Beach.

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Jum’ah Muslim Prayer. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Masters Series Roundtable. 
“Using Advanced Technology 
to Solve Global Environmental 
Problems: The Jefferson Project 
Model.” Andrew Steer, president 
and CEO, Bezos Earth Fund. John 
E. Kelly III, special adviser to the 
chairman and CEO, The Jefferson 
Project.  (Registration required. 
Fee. Visit tickets.chq.org.) Smith 
Wilkes Hall

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “Spiritual 
Freedom for Everyone’s Freedom.” 
Mary J. Novak, executive director,  
NETWORK, Washington DC. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Open House. African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott.

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Matthew B. Crawford, senior 
fellow, Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Culture, University of 
Virginia. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

2:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) UU 
House

3:30	 Islam 101: “Islam in America.” 
Khalid Rehman and Sabeeha 
Rehman. Hurlbut Church

3:30	 Authors @ the Smith: Gary Sirak. 
How to Retire and Not Die. Smith 
Memorial Library

3:30	 Operalogue: Love and Longing by 
the Lake. Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30	 Exploring AI with ASU. Presented 
by Arizona State University 
students and faculty. Youth 
Activities Center.

3:30 	 Masters Series Townhall. Jamie 
Metzl, author, Superconvergence: 
How the Genetics, Biotech, and 
AI Revolutions will Transform 
Our Lives, Work, and World. 
(Registration required. Fee. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Hall of Christ 
Sanctuary

4:30	 (4:30-5:30) Takeout Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Chiavetta’s Beef on 
Weck. Pre-Order Only. CWC House

4:30	 An Evening with Chautauqua 
Literary Arts: Leadership Meet 
and Greet. Kwame Alexander, 
Michael I. Rudell Artistic Director of 
Literary Arts and Inaugural Writer-
in-Residence; Stephine Hunt, 
manager of literary arts. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

Sa
SATURDAY

JULY 6

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Centering Prayer. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan. Hall of Philosophy

8:00	 (8-10:30) Open Pickleball. 
No registration required. Fee. 
Pickleball courts at Tennis 
Center

9:30	 Chabad Jewish House 
Community Shabbat Service. 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

9:45	 Torah Study: Today’s Torah for 
Today’s Times. (Programmed 
by the Hebrew Congregation.) 
Hurlbut Church

10:15	 Sabbath Morning Worship. 
(Programmed by the Hebrew 
Congregation.) Rabbi Rob Morais 
and Jessica Thorpe Rhoades, 
Cantorial Soloist. Kiddush lunch 
to follow. Hurlbut Church

Your  Chautauqua  Institution 
REAL ESTATE EXPERTS EST. 1984REAL ESTATE EXPERTS EST. 1984

716.357.2307  |  1 Morris Avenue, Chautauqua Institution, 14722
FOR ALL LISTINGS, VISIT ERATEAMVP.COM

AnnaMarie Bennett
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-397-4382

  Heather Shea-Canaley 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-708-5000

Jan Friend-Davis 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-664-0672

Tena Dills
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-397-7790

Bill Soffel 
Broker/Owner

716-413-0200

Lynne Gruel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-720-1977

Tracy Kenzie
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-753-6118

Cynthia Rosembloom 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-753-6238

Robert Rosenbloom 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-581-0034 

Karen Goodell
Lic. R.E.Assoc. Broker

 917-670-1900

Nickole Garcia
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-5251

Heather Chase
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
724-553-6051

Jennifer Burkhart 
Lic. R.E.Assoc. Broker 

585-689-7211

'The Chase Team'

Ruth Nelson
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

716-708-9980

Mary Kohl
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-485-6879 

Aili Makuch
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-581-0410 

Mary Ann Bianco
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-1081

Robin Bratton-Bias 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-785-3285

 Deborah “Debbie” Rowe 
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker 

716-397-4382

Graham Soffel 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-640-9132

Johanna “Hanna” 
Soffel Briggs

Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-450-4319

'The Nelson Team'

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Sabbath.” Rabbi 
Samuel Stahl, Rabbi Emeritus, 
Temple Beth El, San Antonio, 
Texas. Andrew Symons, Cantorial 
Soloist, Buffalo, New York. 
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your own 
beverage. Bring salad or dessert 
to share. If rain, service at Smith 
Wilkes Hall and no Shabbat’zza. 
Miller Park

5:00	 (5-7:30) Open Pickleball. 
No registration required. Fee. 
Pickleball courts at Tennis Center

6:00	 OPERA. Love and Longing by the 
Lake. Athenaeum Hotel Front Lawn

6:45	 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) RSVP Required. 
Fee. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

7:30	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd.

7:30	 THEATER. Birthday Candles. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before 
curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton 
Theater

7:30	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Wilco. Opening act, Cut Worms. 
Amphitheater

12:30	 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin and Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and Strohl 
Art Center

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:00	 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Cady Coleman, 
former NASA astronaut and retired 
U.S. Air Force Colonel. Hall of 
Philosophy

4:15	 Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Resident Artist Series. Chautaqua 
Piano Faculty and Friends. Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Birthday Candles. 
(Reserved seating; purchase tickets 
at Main Gate Welcome Center or 
Visitors Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

7:30	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Jurassic Park Live 
in Concert with the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra. Stuart 
Chafetz, conductor. Amphitheater

A  J A Z Z Y  S TA R T  T O  W E E K  T W O

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jazz trumpeter and vocalist Jumaane Smith performs Monday in the Amphitheater.
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