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Harvard prof. 
Edmondson 
closes week on 
learning from 
mistakes with 
talk on ‘right’ 
way to fail

Political scientist, religion researcher Burge to discuss ‘Nones’

BURGE

EDMONDSON

Headline, use this most often. Longer Headline, 
use this most often

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Amy C. Edmondson is the 
Novartis Professor of Lead-
ership and Management at 
the Harvard Business School, 
established to support the 
study of human interactions 
that lead to the creation of 
successful enterprises.

Edmondson’s recent book, 
Right Kind of Wrong: The Sci-
ence of Failing Well, disrupts 
the reader’s understanding 
of failure; this will be at the 
heart of her lecture at 10:45 
a.m. today in the Amphithe-
ater, concluding the Chautau-
qua Lecture Series week on 
“What We Got Wrong: Learn-
ing from Our Mistakes.”

Why is failing so hard for 
us and how do we fail “right?” 
Edmondson posits the an-
swer as aversion, confusion 
and fear — aggressively hu-
man characteristics. Failing 
“right” is what she calls intel-
ligent failure, which is failure 
that must take place in new 
territory, in pursuit of a val-
ued goal, and with adequate 
preparation and risk.

According to Edmondson, 
there are three reasons it is 
imperative to learn how to 
reevaluate failure: Adaptation 
is critical in times of uncer-
tainty; intelligent failure is es-
sential for progress; and suc-
cessful leaders recognize the 
impossibility of perfection. 

See EDMONDSON, Page 4

Anderson Cooper once 
called Ryan Burge “one of 
the leading data analysts of 
religions and politics in the 
United States.” The political 
scientist, American Baptist 
Church pastor, and writer 
has been widely published, 
authoring or co-authoring 
four books. The book that, 
in many ways, put Burge on 
the map, was The Nones: 
Where They Came From, 
Who They Are, and Where 
They Are Going. 

His most recent, written 
with Jim Davis and Michael 
Graham, is The Great De-
churching: Who’s Leaving, 

Why Are They Going, and 
What Will It Take to Bring 
Them Back?

“Ninety percent of Amer-
icans used to identify as 
Christians in 1972,” Burge 
told Judy Woodruff for the 
PBS NewsHour two weeks 
ago. “It’s about 65% today. 
And the share of Americans 
who are white Christians is 
now below half. The nones 
have gone from — N-O-N-
E-S — have gone from 5% of 
America in 1972 to almost 
30% of America today.”

Among young people, he 
noted, that number is actu-
ally over 40%.

“We’re facing an entirely 
different religious landscape 
today than we did even 30 
years ago,” he told Woodruff.

Burge will be closing out 
the Week Three Interfaith 
Lecture Series theme of 
“Ethics and Meaning-Mak-
ing Beyond Faith” at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy. His take isn’t so much 
how to make meaning be-
yond faith, but what hap-
pens when more and more 
of the American public seek 
meaning without faith — 
and where that happens.

In a 2021 opinion piece 
for The New York Times, 

Burge made the case that 
the term “evangelical” is 
now more associated with 
conservative politics than 
it is with theology.

But liberals are leaving 
their faith traditions, too, 
and Burge’s work shows that 
non-religious voters are a 
growing force in American 
politics. At the nonprof-
it, interfaith organization 
Faith Counts, Burge serves 
as research director; Faith 
Counts’ mission is to pro-
mote the value of religion to 
the American public.

“I think a lot of (why peo-
ple are leaving the church) 

is that Americans are an-
ti-institutional now,” he 
told Woodruff. “And if you 
look at data and trust in 
institutions, we don’t trust 
anything today as much 
as we trusted it 40 years 
ago, whether it be banks or 
unions or the media or reli-
gion. They’re not seeing the 
value that religion plays in 
people’s lives. And they’re 
also thinking — and I think 
this is the thing that I push 
back against the most — 
that religion is only about 
belief. Religion is also a so-
cial enterprise.”
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Three-time Grammy Award winner Shawn Col-
vin and BRIT Award winner KT Tunstall are ready 
to tell a story of their own design, connecting to 
fans with authenticity and vulnerability.

The two singer-songwriters will come to-
gether on stage at 7:30 p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater with songs from their vast catalogs 
and even some covers. Tonight, Tunstall said 
they’ll be hitting all of their favorites together, 
and plan to start off with an unexpected song 
— so Chautauquans will have to hear what it is 
for themselves when they go.

Tunstall leans more alternative and folk 
rock, while Colvin is more Americana folk; 

they said the juxtaposition adds layers to their 
performance. Tunstall described her sound as 
very energetic, upbeat, with kind of a crossover 
rhythm, while Colvin described her sound as 
folk and confessional. Both vocalists and gui-
tarists, tonight they’ll collaborate on each oth-
ers’ songs, with Tunstall even picking up the 
bass for some of the show.

“We have a lot of mutual respect and admi-
ration for each other. KT is a great musician 
and songwriter; I really like her as a person 
and we just got along the first time we met,” 
Colvin said. “We talked about performing to-
gether for years. It just took a long time for 
our schedules to align.”

See COLVIN/TUNSTALL, Page 4

So much more

Singer-songwriters Colvin, Tunstall to juxtapose genres 
for evening of energizing, heartfelt ‘respite’ 

than music

COLVIN TUNSTALL
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E N V I R O N M E N T

love you,

mean it!

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Children’s Beach, Pier Beach open for swimming
Children’s Beach and Pier Beach are open for swimming 
after being briefly closed last weekend due to a suspect-
ed Harmful Algal Bloom. The Institution is working with 
the New York State Department of Health and lake biol-
ogist Courtney Wigdahl-Perry, and testing determined 
the bloom was non-toxic. Water samples indicated the 
blooms were made up of Gloeotrichia (a cyanobacteria), 
which is not typically toxic in Chautauqua Lake. The In-
stitution is continuing to monitor the situation, and any 
future lake conditions affecting the beach will be posted 
under “News and Announcements” at chq.org. 

School of Music news
Students from the School of Music Piano Program will 
give a recital a 4 p.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh 101. 

French to lead Post-Lecture Discussion Friday
At 12:30 p.m. Friday in Smith Wilkes Hall, Nathan French 
will present a Post-Lecture Discussion to unpack the 
week’s Chautauqua Lecture Series. French is associate 
professor and lead departmental adviser in the Compara-
tive Religion Department at Miami University of Ohio and 
a 2024 Miami-Chautauqua Faculty Fellow. Two other Mi-
ami fellows will visit and present during Weeks Four and 
Six of the 2024 Summer Assembly.

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Join us for informal critiques of one page of prose or poet-
ry at 1:15 p.m. today and every Friday in the Garden Room 
on the first floor of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall. This event is facilitated by a published author. Bring 
10 copies.

Stop the Bleed Course
There will be a free Stop the Bleed course and a Hands-On-
ly CPR class at 3:30 p.m. today in the Chautauqua Firehall 
classroom. Walk-ins welcomed. For additional informa-
tion, call 941-716-1729. 

Chautauqua Literary Arts news
The deadline for all Chautauqua Class of 2024 and Guild of 
Seven Seals graduation applications is 5 p.m. today. Email 
clsc@chq.org, call 716-357-6293, or drop by the CLSC Oc-
tagon to confirm that your application has been received 
and is complete.

You’re invited to “Celebration of a Legacy: The Chau-
tauqua Journal & Anthology” at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 
Ballroom of the Literary Arts Center of Alumni Hall. We’ll 
celebrate our final publication of the Chautauqua literary 
journal and the announcement of our inaugural Chau-
tauqua Anthology publication, forthcoming in 2025. This 
event is free and open to the public, but space is limited. 
Reservations are recommended. Please email clsc@chq.
org, call 716-357-6293, or drop by the CLSC Octagon to 
make your reservation. 

African American Heritage House news
The African American Heritage House hosts an Open 
House from 1 to 3 p.m. today at the house on 40 Scott.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique runs from noon to 2 p.m. today behind 
the Colonnade. 

Mah Jongg will be offered from 2 to 3:30 p.m. today at 
the CWC House. 

The Take-Out Dinner tonight is Farmer Brown’s BBQ 
Pulled Pork. Pre-order only on our website.

The Contemporary Issues Forum will host Sylvia Farb-
stein, writer and advocate, at 3 p.m. on Saturday in the 
Hall of Philosophy on “How to Embrace Uncertainty in 
All Seasons of Life: A Journey of Shattering Barriers to 
Boundless Opportunities.” 

Volunteer for the Share & Learn talk at 9:15 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 30, in the CWC House. Contact Elizabeth 
Hazard to register or for more information at 843-991-
2235 or elizabethhazard@yahoo.com.

Chautauqua Property Owners Association news
Our general meeting will be at 11 a.m. Saturday in the Hall 
of Philosophy, celebrating the people behind the scenes 
who support our community and make the Chautauqua 
experience possible. The police and volunteer fire depart-
ment, the Westfield medical clinic on the grounds, and 
the Chautauqua Utility District will talk about the ser-
vices they provide and the volume of work they handle 
each summer.

JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday morning, 
Children’s School students 
completed some finishing 
touches for Chautauqua’s 
newest resident: a sculp-
ture of an osprey, creat-
ed entirely with plastic 
recovered from both the 
ocean and from the homes 
of Chautauquans.

On Thursday morning, 
the sculpture made its way 
to its permanent home on 
the lawn of the Athenaeum 
Hotel. And at 9 a.m. today, 
Brad Parks, conservation 
and education director of 
Washed Ashore – Art to 
Save the Sea, will deliver 
a lecture in Smith Wilkes 
Hall then lead a walking 
tour to the sculpture.

Chautauquans will cer-
tainly be familiar with 
Washed Ashore; last sea-
son, an exhibit featuring 
14 pieces made by artists 
from Washed Ashore called 
Chautauqua Institution 
home. All of those piec-
es were made up of plastic 
collected from the shores 
of Oregon’s coast, and 
each piece created by the 
Washed Ashore artists plays 
into the project’s driving 
mission: bringing aware-
ness to the plastic pollution 
crisis through art.

“(On) the exterior of 
the sculpture, you do see 
things that you use in your 
everyday life … wheth-
er it’s toothbrushes, flip 
flops, golf balls, lighters, 
(or) toys,” Parks said, de-
scribing the appearance of 
each Washed Ashore piece. 
“There are items that you 
recognize, and that’s real-
ly to get everybody to see 
that we all use plastic ev-

ery day. How can we then 
identify something that we 
can replace or use more 
than once, and avoid sin-
gle-use plastics because 
they’re so detrimental for 
the environment?”

For most of its history, 
Washed Ashore has re-
lied on volunteers to col-
lect plastic waste from 
Oregon’s beaches, then 
preparing the waste for 
artists to use in creating 
sculptures. This is done in 
the small town of Bandon, 
Oregon, on the southeast-
ern coast where Washed 
Ashore is headquartered. 
The resulting artworks 
are shown in exhibitions 
across the country.

Parks said that part of the 
reason Chautauqua’s new 
osprey is so unique is be-
cause of the source of much 
of its plastic: the homes 
– and recycling bins – of 
Chautauquans themselves.

“We (wanted) to look at 
how to engage the Chau-
tauquans who were here 
last summer, and make 
them aware of (plastic 
pollution),” he said. “But 
we also wanted to incor-
porate some of the plastic 
that isn’t going to be recy-
cled, that would be trash 
and potentially litter in the 
lake or somewhere else, to 
be part of the art piece.”

Parks said that the ul-
timate goal of the new 
osprey sculpture was to 
spread awareness amongst 
Chautauquans about plas-
tic pollution, and to show 
how the plastic pollution 
crisis fits into their ev-
eryday lives — and that 
there is something indi-
vidual Chautauquans can 

do about it. The osprey is 
the perfect animal to re-
mind viewers that positive 
change is possible, he said.

Parks’ lecture will fo-
cus on the relationship 
between Chautauqua and 
its ospreys, who have long 
been strangers from the 
area due to human im-
pacts on the environment. 
Concerted efforts to clean 
and protect Chautauqua 
Lake, and the osprey hab-
itat, means the birds are 
finally starting to return 
home. Parks hopes that 
audiences will take a mes-
sage of hope away from his 
talk, and that the osprey, 
now a permanent fixture 

at Chautauqua Institu-
tion — both in the sky and 
on the Athenaeum lawn 
— will serve as a constant 
reminder to Chautauquans 
that lasting change can 
start with something as 
small as a piece of plastic.

“Hopefully, we can look 
at plastic and the crisis 
that we’re facing right now, 
which seems overwhelm-
ing,” Parks said, “and com-
pare it to … the issues that 
were impacting ospreys 
and really learn from it — 
and bring some hope and 
inspiration for people to 
go, ‘Yeah, I do want to do 
something. I want to make 
a change.’ ”

Parks to unveil new 
osprey sculpture in 
hopes of inspiring 
positive change

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Steve Wright, an artist with Washed Ashore — Art to Save the Sea, guides a wing of the new osprey statue into place Thursday morning 
on the Athenaeum Hotel lawn, near Sports Club.

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Asher Happe forms part of an osprey wing out of plastic 
Wednesday at Children’s School. The blue plastic was collected 
by Washed Ashore volunteers from Oregon beaches; more blue 
plastic was donated last summer by Chautauquans from their 
recycling bins. 

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Wright puts finishing touches on the statue after it was placed in 
its final location Thursday.

COMING HOME TO ROOST

 » on the grounds

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operating condition 
and shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 
device, and the proper reflectors.
2. In accordance with New York State law, bicyclists shall 
observe all traffic signs and signals, including stop signs 
and one-way streets. Additionally, the state requires a white 
headlight and red taillight when operating a bicycle from dusk 
to dawn.
3. Operators under 14 years of age are required by New York 
State law to wear a protective helmet. Bicycle helmets are 
recommended for all active cyclists on the grounds.
4. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths 
reserved for pedestrian use.
5. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and 
prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
6. Bicyclists should always give the right of way to pedestrians.
7. Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly by 
enforcing the rules and by setting a good example. 
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L E C T U R E

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Bethany McLean took the 
stage Thursday morning in 
the Amphitheater for the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
Week Three theme, “What 
We Got Wrong: Learning 
from Our Mistakes,” to dis-
cuss what the world got 
wrong in its response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

McLean, currently a con-
tributing editor at Vanity 
Fair, is the co-author of The 
Big Fail: What the Pandemic 
Revealed About Who Ameri-
ca Helps and Who it Leaves 
Behind. She’s also the co-au-
thor of The Smartest Guys in 
the Room: The Amazing Rise 
and Scandalous Fall of En-
ron, which she spoke about 
at Chautauqua in 2011.

For much of her career, 
McLean has written primar-
ily about various economic 
scandals and catastrophes.

When she first wrote the 
article exposing the corrup-
tion at the energy compa-
ny Enron, McLean said she 
was surprised at how often 
experts and people in posi-
tions of authority hesitated 
to admit when they didn’t 
understand something, or 
needed additional clarifica-
tion on an issue.

One of the most import-
ant things she’s learned in 
her career, she said, is that 
there are limitations to peo-
ple’s understanding — it 
doesn’t matter of what — and 
no one wants to admit when 
they don’t know something 
they think they should. That 
hesitancy to admit limited 
or no expertise is human, 
but it’s also a fatal flaw in a 
person’s thinking.

McLean contextualized 
these limits of expertise with-
in various financial crises and 
scandals, like those at Enron, 
Theranos, FTX and others.

She cited the Wells Far-
go cross-selling scandal, in 
which employees opened 
millions of fake savings and 
checking accounts in order 
to meet sales goals, to ex-
plore what she sees as an 
overreliance on financial 
models because of their per-
ceived neutrality, predict-
ability and truth.

“The old adage about 
models is true: Garbage in, 
garbage out,” she said.

Models were also em-
ployed in the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
McLean talked about the 
resulting, unprecedent-
ed lockdown that followed, 
even when little was known 
about the severity or trans-
mission of the virus.

“The West, desperate and 
afraid, basically just copied 
China’s draconian policy, 
one that, initially, the World 
Health Organization called 
unprecedented in pub-
lic health history,” McLean 
said. “... A professor of global 
health at Georgetown Uni-
versity said, initially, ‘these 
kinds of lockdowns are very 
rare and never effective.’ ”

Many people in places of 
privilege were able to stay 
home, isolating and pro-
tecting themselves, only be-
cause they relied on essen-
tial workers who didn’t have 
the same privileges.

“The basic questions went 
not only unanswered, but un-
asked,” McLean said. “What 
would happen when restric-
tions were lifted? Could you 
make a highly contagious 
respiratory disease go away 
once it was seeded through 
the population? Who need-

ed to be protected the most? 
Was the collateral damage 
from lockdowns, particularly 
to underprivileged children 
who couldn’t go to school, 
worth the cost?”

She thinks a lot about 
the public’s desire and will-
ingness to follow the rules 
without questioning the 
rules in the first place.

“It comes back to this 
idea of self-delusion,” she 
said. “Sometimes we employ 
self-delusion as a means of 
protecting ourselves.”

She also thinks that peo-
ple rely too often on the 
authority and knowledge of 
others, using it as a justifica-
tion for one’s own complicity 
in a situation.

McLean has witnessed the 
failures and pitfalls of capi-
talism; she’s still a firm be-
liever in it, but thinks it is im-
perative to “make capitalism 
work for everyone.” The gov-
ernment, for example, has 
an essential role in creating 
systems and structures that 
allow businesses to function.

“If the rules set by the 
government determine the 
ability to make money, then 
isn’t it important to make 
sure those rules are the right 
ones? And, if favors granted 
by the government enable 
the existence of a partic-
ular industry, doesn’t that 
industry owe something to 
society in return? Maybe 
there are spheres in which 
capitalism shouldn’t be the 
operating principle, where 
other values should be at 
play,” she said. “Or, maybe it 
would work, but we haven’t 
set the rules effectively.”

This was what the pan-
demic demonstrated — 
collapsing medical supply 
chains, pressure placed on 
poorer hospitals, and ris-
ing death tolls in nursing 
homes. All of these things, 
she argued, were somewhat 
predictable as they were 
the result of larger trends in 
American capitalism.

Decades of rising global-
ization was a primary cause 
of these pandemic-relat-
ed decisions, even though 
those decisions came years 
down the line. Supply chains 
stretched to maximize prof-
its led to extreme shortages, 

and this resulted in the max-
imization of profit at the ex-
pense of healthcare patients.

“What happened in the 
pandemic, of course, also 
negated the very notion of 
a healthcare system, which 
presupposes a goal of mak-
ing people healthier,” Mc-
Lean said, “not creating a 
world, a Darwinian world, in 
which your value — maybe 
or even your life — is deter-
mined by your ability to pay.

“We’ve allowed that idea 
that ‘if it makes money, it’s 
good,’ to shape the whole 
system. Take the decision by 
many states to reduce the 
number of hospital beds,” she 
said. “They did so believing 
that this would tame spiral-
ing healthcare costs. Theo-
retically that makes sense, 
but the game was rigged.”

Hospital closures are pri-
marily determined by their 
profitability, and hospitals 
that serve poorer communi-
ties are less profitable than 
those that serve wealthier 
ones. As a result, she said, 
eliminating hospital beds 
disproportionately impacts 
poor communities.

McLean also pointed to 
another dangerous trend: 
the increasing size and role 
of private equity in society.

“Private equity’s only duty 
is to their investors. They are 
bound to make money,” she 
said. “So, if the government 
allows them into an industry, 
then you cannot expect there 
to be any other values at play. 
... There’s a problem there, 
when the people who make 
the most and benefit when 
times are good also get to say, 
when times are bad, ‘You have 
to save us or everyone else 
will suffer the most.’ ”

So often, when something 
goes wrong, “we end up re-
warding the big and punishing 
the small.” She cited the 2008 
financial crisis — in which the 
government bailed out big in-
stitutions while offering little 
assistance to homeowners — 
and compared it to bailouts 

for big companies and the 
rich during the early phases 
of the pandemic, while those 
without large assets didn’t get 
nearly as much.

McLean said the PPP dis-
tributed during the pan-
demic, though it greatly 
contributed to the national 
debt, was a critical and in-
tegral support. She pointed 
out that while there was a 
system in place for distrib-
uting aid to big institutions, 
it became clear during the 
pandemic that there was 
not a similar system in place 
for distributing equitable 
aid to individuals.

McLean continued to lay 
out the parallels between 
financial crises throughout 
recent history and the pan-
demic, explaining the dan-
ger of “short term-ism” in 
strategic decision-making.

“I thought, after the pan-
demic, we would examine 
what we had done — what 
worked, what didn’t work 
— as part of a road map for 
what we should do in the fu-
ture,” she said.

Instead, the “best we’ve 
been able to do” is a hearing 
in front of the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Ac-
countability, with testimony 
from Anthony Fauci.

“It was ugly and most-
ly pointless, the testimony 
bogged down in a partisan 
debate about the origins 
of the virus,” McLean said. 
“America’s yawning divides 
were on display, with Dem-
ocrats falling all over them-
selves to defend Fauci, and 
Republicans attacking him 
as a devil incarnate.”

There are very legitimate 
questions to be asked about 
the government’s response 
to the pandemic, she said, 
and the refusal to learn as 
the pandemic evolved.

“ ‘Follow the science’ be-
came a mantra for all good 
people — somewhat ironic 
given that there was never 
much science,” she said, “and 
also somewhat ironic given 

that science, at its best, is a 
system of asking questions, 
a way of formulating a thesis 
and a belief that, then, you 
listen to the evidence and 
you change that thesis.”

There was some optimism 
to be found in Operation 
Warp Speed, which she de-
scribed as being a “fantastic 
example of how government 
and business can work to-
gether,” creating a vaccine 
with unprecedented swift-
ness. Vaccines are not seen as 
very profitable, McLean said, 
given the ebbing and flowing 
nature of past pandemics. 
As such, with little profit in-
centive, there’s not usual-
ly a rush to manufacturing. 
COVID-19 was different, and 
the public and private sector 
worked in conjunction with 
the U.S. Army in order to 
facilitate the logistics of the 
creation, manufacturing, and 
dispersal of the vaccine.

This vaccine rollout, she 
said, was nonpartisan and in 
pursuit of a greater good.

“I think if more of us could 
set aside our politics in mo-
ments of need, we would all 
be the better for it,” she said.

McLean believes that mar-
kets need a sense of morality, 
but she’s not sure if that’s fea-
sible, since morality is born 

out of shame, and because 
the market is so profit-driven.

The relationship between 
businesses and the govern-
ment is reciprocal; the two 
need each other, she said. 
She cautioned against over-
simplifying complicated sit-
uations — such as the pan-
demic response. Another 
important lesson she want-
ed to impart is that “nothing 
trickles down.”

“There are things we all 
absolutely believe — that are 
core to us — but can we, on 
other things, learn to listen to 
other people? Learn to hear 
what other people have to 
say, (even those) who might 
disagree with us? I think if 
we operate from the princi-
ple of keeping our ideology 
small, yes, we can,” she said. “I 
think, most of all, we all need 
to learn to say ‘I don’t know.’ ”

McLean ended her lec-
ture by stressing that our 
infrastructure, institutions, 
and systems of order are 
balanced precariously upon 
the ability to trust one an-
other and our institutions, to 
act with humility, to tolerate 
uncomfortable questions, to 
look at institutions and sys-
tems critically and to envi-
sion how to change things to 
create a better world.

McLean analyzes government’s pandemic response, calls 
for frank assessment of systemic failures moving forward

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Bethany McLean, co-author of The Big Fail: What the Pandemic Revealed About Who America Helps and Who it Leaves Behind, delivers her morning lecture Thursday in the 
Amphitheater, part of the Week Three Chautauqua Lecture Series theme “What We Got Wrong: Learning from Our Mistakes.”

The basic questions went not only unanswered, but 
unasked. What would happen when restrictions 
were lifted? Could you make a highly contagious 
respiratory disease go away once it was seeded 
through the population? Who needed to be protected 
the most? Was the collateral damage from lockdowns, 
particularly to underprivileged children who couldn’t 
go to school, worth the cost?”

—BETHANY MCLEAN
Co-author,  

The Big Fail: What the Pandemic Revealed About Who America Helps and 
Who it Leaves Behind
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However, not all failures are 
created equal. 

“Basic failures are pre-
ventable ones in familiar 
territory; they’re caused by 
deviations from specified 
standards or knowledge. 
Complex failures are those 
that arise from unique com-
binations of factors, also in, 
at least, partly familiar terri-
tory. Both basic and complex 
failures are theoretically, 
and, in most cases, practi-
cally preventable,” Edmond-
son told Forbes India. “In 
contrast, intelligent failures 
are those that occur quickly 
and on a small scale, in new 
territory, thus providing 
valuable information.”

Learning to love intelli-
gent failure means seeing 
those failures as paths to 
new, valuable information.
“I had insights I hadn’t had 

before,” Edmondson said to 
Jonathan Fields for the Good 
Life Project about an epiph-
any on what success real-
ly means. “I had ideas that 

I can’t wait to experiment 
with to see if they work.”

The idea of what success is 
supposed to look like is con-
ditioned starting at a young 
age. Kids are rewarded for 
an A and punished for less-
er grades. Those messages 
might be well-intentioned, 
but can cause pain when we 
get something wrong.
Part of the problem is 

“failure culture” — one ap-
proach is to avoid failure at 
all costs, the other says fail 
fast, fail often. A healthy 
failure culture, Edmondson 
said to Forbes India, rewards 
intelligent failure. The cru-
cial aspect lies in the ability 
to differentiate between the 
three types of failures while 
applying good failure-pre-
vention practices. 
“The failure craze — the 

‘fail fast, fail often’ culture 
that wants us to embrace 
failure seemingly indiscrim-
inately — takes inspiration 
from the intelligent failures 
that are essential to inno-
vation,” Edmondson told 
Forbes India. “But it glosses 
over the varied failure land-

scape, which also includes 
basic and complex failures. 
Some failures are bad, not in 
the sense of immoral but in 
the sense of wasteful.”

Psychological safety is key 
to failing well. More often 
than not, learning is a team 
sport and requires interper-
sonal risk; meaning, speak-
ing up with something makes 
you feel vulnerable, asking 
for help when overwhelmed, 
or acknowledging a mistake 
based on the belief your team 
will have the right reaction. 

“This interpersonal cli-
mate factor turns out to be 
crucial in predicting team 
performance in challenging 
environments, ranging from 
those in leading academic 
medical centers to Fortune 
500 companies to your fam-
ily,” Edmondson said.

There are three ingredi-
ents in the recipe of psycho-
logical safety: framing, ques-
tions, and responses. Framing 
requires viewing an uncer-
tain situation — perhaps one 
in which a person failed — as 
a valuable learning oppor-
tunity. In a psychological-
ly safe situation, the person 
can ask authentic, good-faith 
questions, and expect to get 
an authentic, good-faith re-
sponse in return.
“In a way, I’m caring 

about you as a human be-
ing, right? I may not like 
the idea. I may disagree or 
may think that was unhelp-
ful; but I care enough about 
you as a human being and I 
care enough about the fu-
ture to not say something 
that will inhibit voices go-
ing forward,” Edmondson 
told Fields. “The next utter-
ance might have been the 
game-changing idea that 
saved the company or the 
error that was caught be-
fore real harm happened. 
It’s an awareness that your 
responses matter in what 
happens next.”
There’s a difference be-

tween knowing and learn-
ing, and Edmondson said 
the bottom line is to be cu-
rious, and stay curious.
“There’s this connection 

between curiosity and learn-
ing, which is the other word 
we keep coming back to be-
cause it is so easy to fail to be 
curious. … We were born with 
curiosity, but it can lay dor-
mant,” Edmondson said on 
the Good Life Project’s pod-
cast. “Waking it back up again 
is probably the most import-
ant thing you can do, both 
to experience the intelligent 
failures more fully and use-
fully, but also to prevent many 
of the preventable ones.”

Tunstall considers herself 
“very lucky” to know at a 
young age where her inter-
ests lay; at just 4 years old, 
she asked for her own pia-
no — despite coming from a 
family that didn’t really lis-
ten to music, she said. She 
went from piano to flute, 
and flute to guitar where she 
really found her instrument.
In the spirit of trying new 

things, Tunstall acted pro-
fessionally for a period as a 
child, but realized she didn’t 
want to be saying someone 
else’s words and being told 
how to do it. There’s an au-
tonomy in pursuing music, 
she said, that she finds cool.

Colvin knew at a young 
age that she was a musician 
as well; she was “born into 

music. I always loved it,” she 
said. “I sang from an early 
age — I just couldn’t help it 
— and played piano start-
ing at 6 years old. My father 
taught me to play guitar at 
10 and that was the key to 
the kingdom; I would hide 
in my room and just learn.”
One of the most won-

derful things about music, 
Tunstall said, is that it’s a 
beautiful way to bring peo-
ple together, Tunstall said. 
She and Colvin never have 
a set “script” when they 
perform together, and they 
have a lot of fun on stage.
“(Performing) feels like a 

really great purpose, par-
ticularly now, of providing 
some joy and some posi-
tivity,” Tunstall said. “I also 
think that playing live is a 
real heart-opener for peo-

ple; people are put in a state 
of hope and optimism be-
cause of music. Shawn and I 
both love the opportunity to 
bring together people from 
any background, any politi-
cal viewpoint, any kind of life 
experience or label. You can 
get all of those people in a 
room together, and they’re all 
there because there’s some-
thing they have in common, 
which is enjoying music.”
Colvin said she doesn’t sing 

about politics, but she con-
siders her style something of 
“personal politics,” centered 
around relationships and 
feelings. It’s a rewarding way 
of writing, she said, in that 
“something has been created 
and you’ve worked through 
something — usually, on some 
level, it’s very personal.”

Anything can inspire 

Colvin to create — she said 
she takes it as it comes. Her 
song “Shotgun Down The 
Avalanche,” for example, 
came from a conversation 
she overheard while walking 
in New York City; a girl said 
to her mother: “Oh mother, 
don’t have an avalanche.” It 
inspired a whole song. 

For Tunstall, a delightful 
side effect of being a suc-
cessful musician is the abil-
ity to see the world — that’s 
always been a goal of hers, 
and she said she’s always 
had “wanderlust.” Japan, 
South America and New 
Zealand stick out to her.
“It’s just staggering how 

much of the planet I’ve 
managed to see because of 
playing music,” she said.

When she plays for an 
audience, Tunstall said, one 

of the most valuable parts 
of the experience is pro-
viding “a bit of respite from 
all the bullshit that’s going 
on outside of the world; it’s 
just about the music, telling 
stories, and enjoying each 
other’s company.” There’s 
so much more to music, she 
said, than just the satisfac-
tion of writing and creating. 
There’s power in the per-
forming, and in the listening.
“You’re actually contrib-

uting to something a bit 
more cosmic when you’re 
sharing your own very per-
sonal truth,” Tunstall said. 
“It only works … when you’re 
vulnerable in your writing. 
… Music is very healing.”

She even describes writing 
music as a form of therapy.
“Art is therapy. Art is 

for me personally — and I 

know for Shawn — it’s the 
soundtrack to us ... navi-
gating life. You realize that 
many of your fans have 
been, or are, or will go 
through exactly the same 
things as you; and so there’s 
these songs that feel like 
they’re written for them. 
It’s extremely connected.”

For Tunstall, singing 
what’s on her heart and 
making people happy doesn’t 
feel like a job. The messiness 
that can come from authen-
ticity is worth the chaos it 
brings, and she and Colvin 
love it all the more for that.
“Both of us don’t sub-

scribe to mistakes, and so 
we really lean into those 
moments where the unex-
pected happens — love a bit 
of chaos,” Tunstall said. “I 
just feel very lucky.”

COLVIN/TUNSTALL
FROM PAGE 1

EDMONDSON
FROM PAGE 1

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
While the weather this week led to several cruise cancellations on the lake, on Tuesday it was smooth sailing as the Chautauqua Belle steams past the Miller Bell Tower.



As they are with most chaplains in residence, 
Chautauquans are curious about what this week’s 
chaplain thinks about Chautauqua. 

“I describe Chautauqua as a church camp for people 
who listen to NPR,” said the Rev. Richard Kannwischer. 
“I have found that some words are used as nouns and 
verbs. Like the word ‘porch.’ What would the world be 
like if you took ‘porching’ back to your home?”

Kannwischer preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday 
morning worship service in the Amphitheater. His ser-
mon title was “What I Got Wrong about Friendship,” and 
the scripture text was Mark 2:1-12. The theme was “Be-
cause I Believe in the Holy Catholic Church, the Commu-
nion of Saints, I Will Not Walk Alone.”

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy has issued a re-
port warning that the greatest health crisis in America is 
loneliness. 

“In our isolation from one another, we are drifting 
apart and tearing each other apart,” said Kannwischer.

Kannwischer teaches a class to high school seniors “to 
inoculate them before they go to college.” He asks them to 
look at their smartphone settings and figure out the aver-
age amount of time they spend on social media each week.

“What is the result of this very unscientific survey? 
They spend an average of 20 hours a week doomscrolling 
on social media,” Kannwischer said. “That is a part-time 
job. They are trading convenience and stimulation for 
true relationships.” 

He continued: “I am amazed at how much my daugh-
ters are at home. When I was growing up, home was the 
most boring place to be. People today are alone together, 
on their phones forever and everywhere and only paying 
partial attention to the people they are with.” 

People don’t go to church today, he said, because it 
does not fit their lifestyle. It is not theology or disbelief or 
thinking the church is not valuable — it just does not fit. 

In Genesis, “in the great song of creation, God sees 
what has been brought to life and calls it good,” Kan-
nwischer said. “But in Genesis 2, before sin enters the 
picture, God says it is not good for us, in the broadest 
sense, to be alone. And God made us for each other. And 
God called that ‘very good.’ ”

Mark’s gospel gives a glimpse of the kind of friendship 
the church is supposed to provide. A man who is para-
lyzed, whose whole life is on a 3-foot-by-5-foot mat, who 
appears to have nothing, has great friends. 

The friends heard of a rabbi who could restore those 
who are broken. They grabbed his mat and took him to 
Jesus. They had great confidence in Jesus.

Kannwischer asked the congregation: “Who do you let 
carry your mat for you? When can you relinquish control 
and be gloriously dependent on others?”

A man came to Kannwischer’s office one day and want-
ed to ask some questions about God. Kannwischer took 

about 45 minutes and talked with him about the very ba-
sics. Later that night, the man murdered his wife and son 
and committed suicide by stepping in front of a train.

“When I read that I was shattered. God had put him in 
my office and I missed it,” Kannwischer said. “I wanted 
to quit; I felt I had nothing left to give. One by one, my 
friends picked up a corner of my mat. They prayed when 
I could not. They believed when I could not. They loved 
when I could not.”

Again, he asked the congregation: “Who do you let 
carry your mat? The world is too dangerous and you are 
too fragile to go it alone.”

The friends of the paralyzed man could not get to 
Jesus, so they decided to remodel the house. They tore 
open the roof and lowered the man down before Jesus.

“What did Jesus see? He saw the faith of his friends. 
Jesus said nothing about the man. Never underestimate 
the tenacity of dear friends,” he said. “When was the last 
time you crashed through a roof for someone?”

Rebecca McLaughlin, author of Confronting Christi-
anity: 12 Hard Questions for the World’s Largest Religion, 
moved to Boston and found herself very lonely. She real-
ized that, as a Christian, she should not look for people 
who would love her, but ask “whom can I love?” and seek 
them out instead.

“Do we still crash through roofs?” Kannwischer asked 
the congregation. He told a story about his congregation in 
Summit, New Jersey, that answered the question with “yes.”

Andy Anderson was a young man living in Summit 
with his elderly father. Andy’s routine was to come to the 
church every day and, no matter what Kannwischer was 
doing, Andy would open his door, say hello, and then go 
on about his rounds in the church and around town.

For a variety of reasons, Andy wasn’t able to live alone. 
When his father died, the state of New Jersey wanted to 
move Andy into a care home, but the church decided that 
could not happen. The authorities, in response, told the 
congregation that they could not house Andy in Summit.

“The church started a rebellion,” Kannwischer said. 
“They called the senators and governor. They faxed the 
authorities until the authorities finally said, ‘Stop, just 
make it stop. Andy can stay in Summit.’ ”

Soon afterward, there was a Christmas banquet and 
Kannwischer and his wife Kelly went along with Andy. 
There, Andy met Kay. They fell in love immediately and 
Andy proposed a week later. Kay said yes, and they got 
married.

They went to Disney World for their weeklong hon-
eymoon, but when they returned, Kay was not well. She 
went to the hospital for tests and the doctors found a 
malignant, fast-moving cancer. She never went home. 

When Kannwischer talked with Kay’s father, a very 
wealthy resident of Summit, her father told Kannwischer 
that “Andy will never lack for anything. He is our child now.”

Kannwischer added, “When was the last time you 
heard of a church that was a society of mat carriers and 
roof openers?”

“Let’s expand the porches of Chautauqua,” he contin-
ued. “What are they for, redemptively? What will unlock 
the paralysis of a lonely world?”

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, Ph.D., one of the lon-
gest-serving Daily staff members in the newspaper’s 
recent history, presided. Willie LaFavor, chimemaster for 
Chautauqua Institution, read the scripture. The Motet 
Consort played “Finale,” from Sonate, by Joseph Woelfl. 
The consort included Barbara Hois on flute and LaFa-
vor and Joseph Musser on piano. The congregation was 
blessed with three organists. Joshua Stafford, director of 
sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organ-
ist, directed the Motet Choir in “O How glorious,” music 
by Philip Stopford and text from Revelation 7:9, para-
phrased by Basil Harwood. Organ scholar Rees Taylor 
Roberts, assisted by organ scholar Owen Reyda, accom-
panied the choir on the Massey Memorial Organ. Stafford 
played “Sine Nomine,” by John Weaver, for the postlude. 
This week’s services and chaplaincy are supported by the 
Robert D. Campbell Memorial Chaplaincy and the Mr. and 
Mrs. William Uhler Follansbee Memorial Chaplaincy.
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon 
decades of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal 
homes, rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local 
insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Visit us online atWeedRoss.comor at any of our locations: 

East Aurora, Ellicottville, Randolph, Ravena, 
and our All-New Westfield location!

Sean D. Cornelius
A Fellow Chautauquan

Local

Specialized Insurance For

Vacation Home RentalBoat Business

In dangerous world, friends help each other carry mats, crash roofs

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Chabad Lubavitch of Chau-
tauqua presents the first 
lecture of the 2024 Jewish 
Lecture Series, titled “Jew-
ish Humor,” at 3:30 p.m. to-
day at the Hall of Philosophy. 
The lecture will be present-
ed by Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin.

In the mundane routine of 
our everyday lives, there’s a 
potential for us to be pulled 
down and lose perspective 
of the “big picture.” Humor 
can be a powerful antidote. 
Humor helps us cope with 
this often-painful and unfair 
world. The question is: What 
makes humor “Jewish”?

Is Judaism somber? Are 
rabbis stern? This revealing 
lecture shatters old myths 
and uncovers the mystical 
powers found only in lev-
ity. Discover why comedy 
has always been an integral 
part of Torah tradition — 
because clowning around 
can be serious business.

“We can trace humor in 
Judaism to the patriarch 
Isaac who lived over 3,500 
years ago,” Vilenkin said. 
“The name Isaac, Yitzchak, 
actually means ‘laughter.’ 
Later, in the Talmud we 
find that many great Torah 
teachers began their lectures 
with a joke, since it opens the 
mind of the listeners.” 

Henry D. Spalding once 
wrote that the surest way 
to destroy the humor of a 
funny story is to analyze it. 

“In this lecture, we will 
attempt to fuse the two,” 
Vilenkin said. “We will tell 
many jokes and use them to 
illustrate what defines Jew-
ish humor. It will be fun-
ny and educational at the 
same time.”

An entire industry has 
sprung up of professional 
therapists serving as “med-
ical clowns.” In Israel, a 
group called Dream Doctors 
is making a real difference 
in pediatric wards. Another 
group of volunteers, known 
as “mitzvah clowns,” get 
dressed up and bring hap-
piness to senior homes and 

children’s hospitals. At many 
Jewish weddings, a Badchan 
— a comic entertainer — is 
employed to add happiness 
for the bride and groom.

Vilenkin will share jokes 
while examining sourc-
es from the Bible, Talmud, 
Maimonides, the Code of 
Jewish law, Kabalah and 
other classical Jewish writ-
ings that speak of the im-
portance of joy and laugh-
ter in Judaism. He will also 
examine: Are there ac-
ceptable and unacceptable 
forms of humor in Judaism?

Vilenkin is the spiritu-
al leader of Chabad Jew-
ish House of Chautauqua. 
He is a former teacher at 
the Rabbinical College of 
Johannesburg, South Afri-
ca, and has taught for the 
past 25 years at the Tal-
mudic Seminary in Brook-
lyn, New York. He served 
as the assistant dean at the 
Talmudic Seminary. He has 

spoken in the Hall of Phi-
losophy every season at 
Chautauqua for the past 23 
years and has offered daily 
classes as part of Chabad’s 
Jewish Discussions Group.

The second lecture of the 
Jewish Lecture Series will 
take place at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, July 30, in Smith Wilkes 
Hall on the subject of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, and will be 
given Lawrence Schiffman. 
The lectures are co-spon-
sored by Chabad Lubavitch 
of Chautauqua and the De-
partment of Religion.

Chabad Lubavitch contin-
ues to offer daily classes on 
Maimonides, Everyday and 
Business Ethics, Positive Liv-
ing and Tasting and Exploring 
Shabbat Cuisine at 9:15 am 
in the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House, as well as other events 
for the greater Chautauquan 
community at no fee. 

Visit www.cocweb.org for a 
complete calendar of events.

Dept. of Religion, Chabad Lubavitch 
co-present lecture on Jewish humor

Let’s expand the porches of Chautauqua. What are 
they for, redemptively? What will unlock the paralysis 
of a lonely world?”

—THE REV. RICHARD KANNWISCHER
Senior Pastor, 

Peachtree Presbyterian Church of Atlanta

On Instagram: @chqdaily
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BOAT RENTAL

FOR SALE FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

STORAGE

NEXT SEASON

Antique French Armoire. Carved 
bird and grapevine in Chestnut. 
Gorgeous. 19th century. Will text 
photos if interested. Moving. 
Must sell. Bemus Point. 941-737-
8939

Antique French Armoire. Carved 
bird and grapevine in Chestnut. 
Gorgeous. 19th century. Will text 
photos if interested. Moving. Must 
sell. Bemus Point. 941-737-8939

Rent a Pontoon Boat! Fun in the 
sun! Chautauqua Marina 716-
7 5 3 - 3 9 1 3 .  w w w .
ChautauquaMarina.com

St Elmo 1st  Floor,  Studio/
Efficiency #115, Available  2025 
Season, Weeks 1, 2, and 3. Call 
Marc 908-385-1299

SONOS 5 GENERATION 1. PAIR 
OF SPEAKERS, BLACK. $225. 
941-737-8939

Young Chang Baby Grand Piano 
with player system & bench. 
Beautiful and tuned regularly. 
Moving must sell. $3500 or best 
offer. Bemus Point 941-737-8939.

NordicTrac Pro series treadmill. 
Top of the line. $400 obo. Can 
fold up to store. Must sell, mov-
ing. Bemus Point. 941-737-8939.

The SR Pieper Family Ser-
vant Leadership Lecture 
Fund, the Crawford N. and 
May Sellstrom Bargar Lec-
tureship in Business and 
Economics, and the Robert 
S. Bargar Memorial Lec-
tureship all provide sup-
port for Amy C. Edmond-
son’s lecture at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

The SR Pieper Family 
Servant Leadership Lec-
ture Fund was established 
in 2023 to present and 
support lectures and oth-
er educational experiences 
by servant leaders and to 
demonstrate applied re-
search related to servant 
leadership and its impact 
upon communities. “Ser-
vant leadership,” a term 
coined by Robert K. Green-
leaf in 1970, refers to a lead-
ership philosophy in which 
the goal of the leader is to 
serve, in contrast to tradi-

tional leadership where the 
leader’s main focus is the 
thriving of their company 
or organization. 

Richard Pieper, presi-
dent of the SR Pieper Fam-
ily Foundation, is chairman 
emeritus at PPC Partners, 
which owns a series of 
electrical service and con-
struction firms that be-
gan with Pieper Electric, 
founded by Richard’s fa-
ther, Julius Pieper, in 1947. 
Richard became president 
of Pieper Electric in 1960 
and grew the company to 
be one of the top electri-
cal contracting firms in the 
United States, known for 
its management principles 
and its continuing educa-
tion programs addressing 
all employee needs. Mr. 
Pieper has served on the 
board of many organiza-
tions; in addition, he is past 
Greenleaf Center board 

chair and serves as trust-
ee emeritus. His accolades 
include the National Elec-
trical Contractors Associ-
ation McGraw Award and 
the Character Education 
Partnership American Pa-
triot of Character Award.

Suzanne Pieper is a re-
tired teacher and home-
maker and has served as a 
docent at the Milwaukee 
Art Museum. The Piepers 
have three children, 11 
grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

Crawford Bargar was a 
Jamestown resident and 
businessman, serving for 
40 years as vice presi-
dent and manager of the 
Jamestown division of the 
S.M. Flickinger Company, a 
wholesale food distributor. 
As a Chautauqua enthu-
siast, Mr. Bargar chaired 
the Chautauqua Fund drive 
for Jamestown and vicini-
ty during the Institution’s 
receivership and reorga-
nization between 1933 and 
1936. Under his leadership, 
Jamestown and southern 
Chautauqua County busi-
nessmen were inspired to 
contribute a significant 
portion of the funds raised 
to save Chautauqua.

May Sellstrom Bargar 
was a graduate pianist 
from the Sherwood School 
of Music in Chicago and 
graced many concert stag-
es, including the Amp. She 
taught piano for several 
summers and participated 
broadly in the activities of 
the Institution during her 
lifetime. She was among 
the women who attended 
the White House reception 
given by Eleanor Roosevelt 

in Washington D.C. for 
members of the Chautau-
qua Women’s Club.

Robert S. Bargar, the son 
of Crawford N. and May 
Sellstrom Bargar, graduat-
ed from Jamestown High 
School. He attended the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Wharton School of Finance 
and Commerce, graduating 
in 1941. He attended the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Engi-
neering School and received 
a post-graduate certificate 
in production engineering 
under the sponsorship of 
the United States Office of 
Production Engineering.

Robert Bargar succeed-
ed his father as the resident 
vice president and gen-
eral manager of the S.M. 
Flickinger Company, where 
he was employed for 40 
years. He was heavily in-
volved in the community, 
serving as president of the 
Jamestown Area Chamber 
of Commerce and as chair-
man of the Southern Chau-
tauqua County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross. 
He also served as a trustee 
of the Lake View Cemetery 
Association, director of the 
Fenton Historical Society, a 
director of the Chautauqua 
County Fair Association and 
a 23-year member of the 
Jamestown Rotary Club.

A dedicated Chautauquan 
and community member, 
Robert Bargar served eight 
years as an Institution trust-
ee and 18 years as a director 
of the Chautauqua Founda-
tion. The lectureship was 
established by family and 
friends after his death in 
February of 2012 at the age 
of 92 to honor his legacy.

Pieper Fund, Bargar lectureships provide for Edmondson

Nilsen Fund supports Burge’s 
Interfaith Lecture; Magid, 
Roberts lecture in Week 4

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 10, 2024
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 10, 2024, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation will review 
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to 
serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant 
to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s audited 
financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/
board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee 
must be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be 
identified in writing to the Secretary of Chautauqua Institution 
not more than thirty (30) (July 10, 2024)  and not less than fifteen 
(15) (July 26, 2024) days in advance of the scheduled date (i.e., 
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation) for their 
election to provide the Secretary with sufficient time to ensure 
that each such nominee is eligible for election as a Class B 
Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the compliance 
by the nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements of the 
Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New York 
State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and to make adequate 
arrangements for the time-consuming logistics associated with 
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B 
Trustee at the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation. 
To be placed on the ballot for election, each nominee for the 
position of Class B Trustee must submit to the Corporate Secretary 
by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the third (3rd) business day after 
a request by the Corporate Secretary, any and all documents 
and related information reasonably requested by the Corporate 
Secretary to verify the nominee’s eligibility as a Class B Trustee. 
For purposes of the election of any Class B Trustee, the Members 
of the Corporation entitled to vote at any annual meeting (and their 
voting designees or holders of proxies) shall be as reflected on the 
books and records of the Chautauqua Institution on and as of a 
record date that is fifteen (15) (July 26, 2024) days prior to the date 
of the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other 
members. Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should request 
a Nomination Form by contacting the Secretary at srozner@chq.
org or 716-357-6246.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at 
the Saturday, August 10, 2024, Annual Corporation meeting must 
assign and complete the voter designation form which must be 
received and filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later 
than 15 days (July 26, 2024) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the 

Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner, at srozner@chq.org. Voters 
wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than July 26, 2024.

Note: All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must 
be issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact 
the Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner at srozner@chq.org.

The Nilsen Family Fund 
for Religious Programming 
provides support for the 
Interfaith Lecture by Ryan 
Burge at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy. The 
fund will also provide sup-
port to the Monday, July 
15, appearance by Imam 
Mohamed Magid, who is 
co-presenting that day’s 
Interfaith Lecture with 
Pastor Bob Roberts Jr.

Joanna Nilsen has deep 
roots in Chautauqua that 
go back to the 1930s, when 
her parents, Larry and Ha-
zelbelle Knecht, first visit-
ed. Her husband, Ken, first 
came to Chautauqua to 
meet Joanna’s parents in 
1968, and the couple have 
visited Chautauqua most 
years since then.

Ken has enjoyed the di-

versity of offerings: lec-
tures, concerts, tennis and 
golf. He especially enjoys 
the Interfaith Lectures and 
the religion section in the 
Chautauqua Bookstore. He 
has used books by many 
of the speakers who vis-
it Chautauqua in an adult 
class that he has led in their 
church for over 20 years. 
The couple supports the re-
ligion lectures because they 
see a role for Chautauqua 
in providing resources and 
ideas that can be brought 
back to local congregations 
and communities.

Ken studied civil engi-
neering at Northeastern 
University, and operations 
research as well as ac-
counting and finance at 
New York University. He 
worked at a major engi-
neering firm and later in the 
management consulting 
division of Peat Marwick 
in New York before found-
ing the Nilsen Management 
Company, a real estate in-
vestment and management 
firm, in 1983. Joanna is a 
graduate of Mt. Union Col-
lege and Union Theological 
Seminary. She is retired af-
ter having served some 50 
years as minister of music 
for various congregations 
in the New York metropol-
itan area. Ken and Joanna 
have three children and five 
grandchildren, who vis-
it Chautauqua when their 
busy schedules permit.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification.  
The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:		  Sara Toth, editor 
				    stoth@chq.org 
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A NIGHT AT THE POPS

Chautauqua Opera Company Young Artists, Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra join forces for an evening of Opera and Pops

PHOTOS BY EMILEE ARNOLD

Tenor Eric Botto performs “Ah! fuyez, douce image,” from Jules Massenet’s Manon, during Chautauqua Opera Company’s Opera and Pops “Entanglements and 
Epiphanies” performance with the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra Thursday in the Amphitheater.

Below, baritone Joseph Canuto Leon performs “Fate” from 
Kismet. Right, members of the children’s chorus from 
Chautauqua Opera’s upcoming production of Hansel and 
Gretel give it their all in “So You Think You’re Louder Than 
an Opera Singer?” Bottom left, bass-baritone Seoyong 
Lee and mezzo-soprano Brennan Martinez sing Don 
Quichotte’s Act IV Duet. Bottom right, Chautauqua Opera 
Guild member Michelle Carr and her daughter Macie 
Goldman compete in “Louder Than an Opera Singer.”

Young Artists Öznur Tülüoğlu, soprano, and mezzo-sopranos Perri di Christina and Hilary Grace Taylor sing “Matchmaker” from Fiddler on the Roof — in character as Hodel, Chava and Tzeitel, respectively — with 
the CSO, under the baton of Principal Pops Conductor Stuart Chafetz.
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P R O G R A M

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.)
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Sharon Wesoky (Mahanaya 
Buddhism Mindulness Meditation.)  
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8-10:30) Open Pickleball. 
No registration required. Fee. 
Pickleball courts at Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson. 
“Movement and Meditation.” Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00	 (9-6) Craft Alliance Fair. Bestor 
Plaza.

9:00	 Washed Ashore—Art to Save 
the Sea. (Programmed by the 
Climate Change Initiative.) Brad 
Parks, conservation director, 
Washed Ashore. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “What 
I Got Wrong About Heaven.” The 
Rev. Richard Kannwischer, 
senior pastor, Peachtree 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

•••	 80th Meeting at Chautauqua 
of the National Federation of 
Music Clubs-Northeast Region

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer.) 
Donation. Hall of Philosophy

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Fee. Tennis Center

9:00	 Breakfast at Wimbledon. Sports 
Club

9:00	 (9-6) Craft Alliance Fair. Bestor 
Plaza

9:30	 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:45	 Torah Study: Today’s Torah for 
Today’s Times. (Sponsored by 
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10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Amy C. Edmondson, Novartis 
Professor of Leadership and 
Management, Harvard Business 
School. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Fowler-Kellogg Art Center 
and Strohl Art Center

12:00  (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:00	 (12-5) Alumni Association of the 
CLSC Silent Auction. All proceeds 
benefit scholarships for local 
students, teachers, and librarians 
to attend classes. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Garden Room

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Porch

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Betsy’s Garden Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) “What? 
You Can Eat That?” Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of garden 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Discovery Garden

12:30	 Jumu’ah Muslim Prayer. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Post-Lecture Discussion. 
Nathan French, lead 
departmental advisor, 
Comparative Religion 
Department, Miami University of 
Ohio; 2024 Miami-Chautauqua 
Faculty Fellow. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. “Music of 
the Seasons—Marking the 
Seasons of the Liturgical Year 
with Music.” The Rev. Ray Guiao, 
S.J., president, St. Ignatius High 
School, Cleveland. Methodist 
House Chapel

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Open House. African American 
Heritage House. 40 Scott.

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of 
the Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
Bring 10 copies of one page of 
poetry or prose. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Garden 
Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Ryan Burge, associate professor 
in political science, Eastern 
Illinois University. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

3:00	 Operalogue. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Opera Company.) 
Love and Longing by the Lake. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) UU 
House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

Sa
SATURDAY

JULY 13

3:30	 Special Lecture. (Programmed by 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Jewish Humor.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Islam 101: “Islam in America.” 
Khalid Rehman and Sabeeha 
Rehman. Hurlbut Church

4:00	 School of Music Piano Program 
Student Recital. Sherwood-
Marsh Studio 101

4:30	 Master Series Townhall. Amy 
Edmondson, Novartis Professor 
of Leadership and Management, 
Harvard Business School. 
(Registration required. Fee. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Smith Wilkes 
Hall

4:30	 Takeout Dinner. Farmer Brown’s 
BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Fee. CWC House

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Shabbat.” Rabbi 
Elle Muhlbaum, Vladimir Lapin, 
cantor, Fairmount Temple, 
Cleveland. Miller Park

5:00	 (5-7:30) Open Pickleball. 
No registration required. Fee. 
Pickleball courts at Tennis Center

5:00	 (5–6) Kids Clinic. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Tennis 
Center.) Beginners kids tennis 
class. Chautauqua Tennis Center

6:00	 OPERA. Love and Longing by 
the Lake. Athenaeum Hotel Front 
Lawn (Rain Location: Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall)

the Hebrew Congregation of 
Chautauqua.) Hurlbut Church 
Marion Lawrance Room

10:15	 Sabbath Morning Worship 
Service. (Programmed by the 
Hebrew Congregation.) Rabbi 
Elle Muhlbaum. Vladimir Lapin, 
cantor. Kiddush lunch to follow. 
Hurlbut Church Sanctuary 

11:00	 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association General Meeting 
and Chautauqua Leadership 
Forum. Hall of Philosophy

12:30	 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” 
Rabbi Zalman and Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
handicap accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:00	 School of Music NFMC 
Scholarship Awardee Recital. 
Fletcher Music Hall

3:00	 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “How to Embrace 
Uncertainty in All Seasons of Life: 
A Journey of Shattering Barriers 
to Boundless Opportunities.” 
Sylvia Farbstein, speaker, writer 
and advocate. Hall of Philosophy

3:00	 (3-5) Chautauqua Visual Arts 
Open Studios. Arts Quad

4:00	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Birthday 
Candles. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:15	 Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Resident Artist Series. Almita 
Vamos, violin, Pedro Mendez, 
viola, Jolyon Pegis, cello. 
Winston Choi, piano. Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:00	 (5-7) Continuum: Alums of CVA. 
Exhibition opening reception. 
School of Art Gallery, Art Quad

7:00	 (7-7:45) Pre-Concert Lecture 
with Chautauqua Dance Circle. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Paul Taylor Dance 
Company. Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Amphitheater
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SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Melody Ward, left, and Frank Ward chat with Patricia Parker, critical communications scholar and director of the Institute for the Arts and 
Humanities at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, Tuesday on the back porch of the Amphitheater during a meet-and-greet 
following Parker’s morning lecture.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks 
or a full season delivered 
directly to your Chautauqua 
residence. Not on the 
grounds? Call the Daily at 
716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 

6:15	 Shabbat Dinner. (Sponsored 
by the Hebrew Congregation 
of Chautauqua.) Reservation 
required. Contact 
HCCshabbatdinner@gmail.com. 
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

7:30	 Service of Sung Compline. 
(Programmed by the Episcopal 
Cottage.) Episcopal Chapel.

7:30	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. An 
Evening with Shawn Colvin & 
KT Tunstall Together on Stage. 
Amphitheater

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents A Night of 
One Acts, directed by CTC’s 2024 
Drama League directing fellows. 
(General admission; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

chqdaily.com
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