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Sohrab Ahmari, founder 
and editor of Compact and 
a contributing writer for 
The New Statesman, will 
speak at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy as part 
of the Interfaith Lecture 
Series and its Week Five 
theme, “Spiritual Ground-
ing for Social Change.”

Compact magazine, 
founded in 2022, promotes 
economic thought inspired 
by Catholic social teach-
ing. In an interview with 
La Croix International, the 
global version of the dai-
ly French general-interest 
Catholic newspaper, Ah-
mari said that “hierarchies 
are supposed to contribute 
to the good of the whole,” 
in close adherence to the 
Social Doctrine of the 
Catholic Church.

This, he said, is essential 
for accessing the spiritu-
al life — a spiritual search 
“needs a temporal 
foundation, and it 
needs to be guar-
anteed both “mate-
rially and socially.”

“Many people in 
America, who be-
long to the upper 
middle class, feel 
they have a truly 
rich spiritual life,” 
he said. “But they 
do not understand that 
people who live without 
this comfort do not have 
the conditions to access 
the same spiritual life.” 

The La Croix article 
noted how, drawing inspi-
ration from the writings 
of Aristotle, Ahmari thinks 
the pursuit of the common 

good should be at the cen-
ter of political life.

Prior to Compact, Ah-
mari spent almost 
10 years at News 
Corp., as op-ed ed-
itor of the New York 
Post and as a col-
umnist and editor 
with the Wall Street 
Journal opinion 
pages in New York 
and London. 

He’s also a con-
tributing editor for 

The American Conserva-
tive, and the author of The 
Unbroken Thread: Discov-
ering the Wisdom of Tradi-
tion in an Age of Chaos and 
Tyranny, Inc.: How Private 
Power Crushed American 
Liberty—and What to Do 
About It.

JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

Margaret Sullivan has 
written and edited for 
two of America’s most 
prominent newspapers 
— The New York Times 
and The Washington Post 
— and currently serves 
as executive director 
of the Craig Newmark 
Center for Journalism Ethics and Security 
at the Columbia Journalism School. 

But home for Sullivan will always be 
The Buffalo News, Western New York’s 
largest newspaper and where she spent 
the first three decades of her career. It 
was at The Buffalo News where Sullivan 
came to appreciate the great importance 
of local news — and where she later real-
ized how imperiled it has become.

Sullivan will be speaking at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater, the second 
speaker for this week’s Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series theme “Our Greatest Chal-
lenges (That We Can Actually Do Some-
thing About).” Her lecture will explore the 
factors leading to the collapse of many 
local news outlets, as well as what can be 
done to begin reversing course.

In 2020, Sullivan published Ghosting 
the News: Local Journalism and the Crisis 
of American Democracy, a book that de-
tails the loss of local news outlets across 
the country. The book analyzes the col-
lapse of local newspapers through a series 
of case studies, one of which is that of The 
Vindicator in Youngstown, Ohio. The Vin-
dicator, which served Youngstown for 150 
years, shuttered its printing press in 2019, 
selling its name and branding to a media 
company based in a different city.

Many reporters and editors at The 
Vindicator expressed how disas-
trous the loss of the only newspaper 
in the city could be, especially with 
Youngstown’s history of corruption and 
organized crime — that fear has proven 
to be one of the most pervasive in the 
current local news crisis.

SULLIVAN

Sullivan to 
discuss local 
news crisis, 
potential 
solutions

See SULLIVAN, Page 4

‘Compact’ founder, editor Ahmari to talk 
foundational needs for spiritual growth

2024 Buffalo Day features film, 
panel discussion on racial equity

Pops, family concerts, and an orchestra of 
624 musicians and community members 
in Richmond for “Come and Play” — with 
over 19,000 in attendance. 

Tonight, Lin returns to the grounds as 
guest conductor for the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra’s performance at 8:15 p.m. 
in the Amp, with a program dear to her 
heart — all of tonight’s composers, she said, 
are incredible in their writing of melodies 
and construction of characters. The CSO 
will be performing Samuel Coleridge-Tay-
lor’s Petite Suite de Concert, Op. 77; Tyzen 
Hsiao’s “The Angel from Formosa”; and An-
tonin Dvořák’s Symphony No. 8 in G major, 
Op. 88, B.163. 

AHMARI

LIN

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

I n 2016, when Chia-Hsuan Lin was 
guest conductor for a Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic performance, the 
Journal Gazette editor Larry Hayes 

wrote that she “moves with the command 
and energy of a soccer star.” Now the con-
ductor plans to make the Amphitheater 
her pitch — and she’s on a winning streak.

In just the last year, Lin was appoint-
ed music director of Rochester Sympho-
ny this year and named principal guest 
conductor of the Richmond Symphony, 
where she’s served as associate conduc-
tor since 2016. There, she’s conducted ev-
erything from Classical Series, Symphony 

Guest conductor Lin to join CSO for varied, imaginative program of 
Coleridge-Taylor, Hsiao, Dvořák tonight in Amphitheater

MELODIES

LIFE-GIVING

See CSO, Page 4

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra performs Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 4 under the baton of Music Director and Principal 
Symphonic Conductor Rossen Milanov June 25 in the Amphitheater. 

Chautauqua Institution has 
been hosting Buffalo Day for 
15 years now, driven by Den-
nis Galucki’s vision for a city 
where the values of Chautau-
qua existed all year round. 
Galucki attached this idea 
to his hometown of Buffalo, 
which he felt uniquely em-
bodied those values. The an-
nual event has now expanded 
to a series of events all day, 
in which Buffalo residents 
enjoy access to all events in 
the Amphitheater and Hall of 
Philosophy. But just as Buffa-
lo Day has expanded, so has 
the reach of its events, and 
every Chautauquan is invit-
ed to join the celebration of 
the Queen City, perhaps tak-
ing some inspiration back to 
their own hometowns.

The two keynote events of 

2024’s Buffalo Day are “Buffa-
lo & Chautauqua: Advancing 
Racial Equity Panel,” at 3:30 
p.m. today in the Hall of Phi-
losophy, and a screening of 
“The Niagara Movement: The 
Early Battle for Civil Rights” 
at 5 p.m. in Smith Wilkes Hall.

In the “Buffalo & Chau-
tauqua: Advancing Racial 
Equity Panel,” Glenn Jackson 
of M&T Bank and the Oishei 
Foundation; Felicia Beard, of 
the Community Foundation 
for Greater Buffalo and the 
Greater Buffalo Racial Equi-
ty Roundtable; and Michael 
Ball, of Highmark, will dis-
cuss important racial equity 
work happening in Buffalo 
and Chautauqua County. 
The panel will be moderated 
by Amit Taneja, the Institu-
tion’s senior vice president 

and chief inclusion, diversi-
ty, equity and accessibility 
(IDEA) officer.

At 5 p.m. in Smith Wilkes, 
the film “The Niagara Move-
ment: The Early Battle for 
Civil Rights” will be present-
ed in partnership with Buf-
falo-Toronto Public Media. 
This hour-long documentary 
by WNED PBS delves into the 
movement’s role in shaping 
the civil rights landscape. 
The documentary explores 
the Black elite and intellec-
tual society at the turn of the 
20th century and the heated 
debate and conflict W.E.B 
DuBois and William Monroe 
Trotter had with Booker T. 
Washington on how to best 
uplift the race and secure 
equality for Black Americans.

See BUFFALO DAY, Page 4
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E N V I R O N M E N T

Sesno, Sullivan to give Masters Series Roundtable
Journalists and Chautauqua Lecture Series speakers 
Margaret Sullivan and Frank Sesno will take part in a spe-
cial Masters Series Roundtable program titled “The Pres-
idential Election: Can Journalism Save Democracy?” at 5 
p.m. today in Norton Hall. Register at tickets.chq.org, any 
ticket window, the Special Studies Office in the Hultquist 
Center, or at the Norton kiosk immediately prior.

Friends of the Writers’ Center news
Authors’ Hour will take place at 12:15 p.m. today on the porch 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. This week features 
Moxie Gardiner (fiction) reading from Virgin Snow and Car-
ol Jennings (poetry) reading from The Sustain Pedal.

LGBTQ+ and Friends news
Join us at 12:15 p.m. today in the Garden Room at the Lit-
erary Arts Center at Alumni Hall for our weekly Discus-
sion Group. This week’s theme is “Thoughts on Address-
ing Our Greatest Challenges.” Bring your lunch. 

Chautauqua Literary Arts news
Learn how we’ll celebrate our 2024 Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle Guild of the Seven Seals graduates of 
all levels during a hybrid preparation meeting at 4:30 p.m 
today in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall, or via 
Zoom (invitations will be emailed).

Chautauqua Property Owners’ Association news
CPOA and Play CHQ are hosting Pop-Up Art: Banner of 
Homes from noon to 2 p.m. today on Bestor Plaza. Give 
old vinyl banners new life by contributing to our commu-
nity garland. Use markers and paints to make a unique 
design reflecting what Chautauqua means to you: sailing, 
biking, friends and family — the sky’s the limit. 

Pete Seeger Tribute
At 4 p.m. Thursday on Bestor Plaza opposite the Brick 
Walk Cafe, bring a chair, any Pete Seeger music you know 
and love — we will have handouts of some of Pete’s most 
memorable songs — snacks and water.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Chautauqua Speaks is at 9:15 a.m. today in the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club House with Betty and Arty Salz, authors of 
Long Dry Road to 3 Taps. There is Duplicate Bridge from 
12:45 to 4 p.m. today in the CWC House. There is a lecture 
with hors d’oeuvres and a wine reception at 5 p.m. today 
in the CWC House on “An Affair to Remember: Veronica 
Bennett, Phil Spector & the making of ‘Be My Baby’ ” with 
composer and producer Edward Barnes.

CLSC Class of 2006 news
The CLSC Class of 2006 will host a book sharing lunch 
session for its class members from noon to 1 p.m. today 
in the Kate Kimball Room of the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall. Bring a favorite Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle book (from any year) to discuss briefly 
with your classmates, along with your own bag lunch.

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library will host financial adviser 
Alan R. Greenberg at 2:15 p.m. Wednesday in the upstairs 
classroom for a market update and discussion. All library 
programs are free, in-person only, and limited seating is 
first come, first served. 

Information on Beach Closures and Lake Conditions
Water conditions are monitored daily to determine if 
Children’s Beach, Pier Beach, and other lake access ar-
eas used by youth programs remain open. These con-
ditions can change throughout the day, making them 
difficult to report accurately in the printed editions of 
the Daily. Updates will be posted in the “News and An-
nouncements” section on the chq.org homepage. Par-
ents/Guardians of children registered in youth pro-
grams will also receive email notifications when youth 
programs are impacted.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

After receiving his bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees 
from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, his 
Ph.D. from the University of 
California at Berke-
ley, and spending 
some time at the 
federal Department 
of Energy, Kevin 
Teichman began a 
33-year career with 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
that saw him be-
come the agency’s 
highest ranking official in a 
non-appointed position.

Those decades of ex-
perience will prove useful 
for Teichman’s lecture at 
9:15 a.m. today in the Hurl-
but Church Sanctuary for 
the Chautauqua Science 
Group and Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative. 
Teichman will be speaking 
about the effects of climate 
change, as well as vari-
ous approaches to solving 
it and the importance of 
finding lasting solutions to 
the climate crisis.

“What I’m concerned 
about is this delicate bal-
ance upon which human 
life depends (that) is being 
disturbed because of global 
warming,” Teichman said. 

“It’s important for people 
to realize the things we can 
do as humans to reduce 
global warming, which will 
indeed have a positive im-
pact on climate change.”

Teichman be-
gan his career with 
the EPA as the pro-
gram manager for 
the agency’s indoor 
air-quality research 
program. In that 
position, he man-
aged research that 
eventually led to 
the prohibition of 
smoking in all fed-

eral buildings, and he wrote 
a scientific article that led 
to the EPA changing its ra-
don policies.

Teichman then worked his 
way up the ranks in the EPA, 
eventually becoming the 
deputy assistant administra-
tor for science — or DAAS — 
in the Office of Research and 
Development, overseeing 
ORD’s $500 million research 
program. As DAAS, he also 
acted as the spokesperson 
before the EPA administra-
tor, representing the ORD’s 
understanding of the science 
driving the agency’s poli-
cy-making decisions.

Since retiring from the 
EPA six years ago, Teich-
man has worked as a pro-
fessor and research fellow 

at Georgetown University, 
helping establish the envi-
ronmental metrology and 
policy program there.

During his lecture, one 
major misconception that 
Teichman hopes to com-
bat is the conflation of the 
terms “climate change” and 
“global warming.” Many 
people use the terms inter-
changeably, despite the two 
having distinct meanings; 
global warming, Teichman 
explained, is an element of 
climate change — and the 
element that humans are 
most responsible for.

“Global warming (is) a 
subset of climate change, 
and that’s actually what the 
human emissions are doing,” 
he said. “The countries that 
are emitting the most … per-
haps have a responsibility to 
island countries and less-de-
veloped countries to share 
our technology, maybe even 
share economic resources, 
so they don’t make the same 
mistakes that we do. We can’t 
expect the rest of the world 
not to want the same quality 
of life that we have.”

Teichman said his main job 
is to interpret and communi-
cate science to the broader 
population, and in his eyes, 
the science indicates that cli-
mate change is a major threat 
that needs solving.

“I don’t know if we know 
the optimal solutions at the 
moment — and we need to 
explore all of those and we 
need to do it quickly — but I 
believe it’s a serious issue,” 
he said.

He recognizes, though, 
that there is a growing 
ideological divide around 
climate change; there is in-
tense debate over its exis-
tence, what solutions might 
work and how severe of a 
problem it really is. Teich-
man recognizes that divi-
sion, but stresses the im-
portance of beginning to 
find solutions, and quickly.

Teichman hopes to im-
part to his audience the 
knowledge that there are 
things they can do to com-
bat climate change, wheth-
er through small individual 
changes or through voting 
and advocacy; and with a 
deeper understanding of 
this issue that may be more 
important now than ever.

“(Last year) was the hot-
test year on record, and 
it’ll probably be the cold-
est year that we will expe-
rience during the rest of 
our lifetime,” he said. “I’m 
trying to do this so that we 
take action now that bene-
fits us now and saves lives 
for my children and my 
grandchildren.”

Former EPA adviser Teichman to present deep dive 
into climate change, clear common misconceptions

In Intergenerational Climate Storytelling 
Workshop, journalist Sesno to encourage 
dialogue as pathway to creative solutions

For BTG, van Rossum to discuss Green Amendments, 
importance of protecting right to clean environment
JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

She might not have known 
it if a friend hadn’t told her, 
but Maya van Rossum is the 
longest-serving riverkeeper 
in the world.

van Rossum, the Dela-
ware Riverkeeper and fierce 
environmental ac-
tivist, will speak at 
12:15 p.m. today in 
Smith Wilkes Hall 
for the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club. She 
will discuss her 
experience work-
ing as the Dela-
ware Riverkeeper 
and her advocacy 
for the passage of 
Green Amendments in all 
50 states.

In 2012, Pennsylvania 
passed a law widely known 
as Act 13. This law, crafted 
in large part from lobby-
ing by natural gas fracking 
companies, removed frack-
ing restrictions previously 
in place for many of Penn-
sylvania’s rivers, forests 

and other natural areas. 
“I knew when that law 

was passed, we had to 
challenge it,” van Rossum 
said. “As we were thinking 
through our legal strategy, 
I and my team recognized 
that, actually, in Pennsyl-
vania’s constitution, there 

was this long-ig-
nored constitu-
tional right of the 
people to pure wa-
ter, clean air and a 
healthy environ-
ment, and a duty 
on all government 
officials to protect 
the natural re-
sources of the state 
for present and fu-

ture generations.”
The Delaware Riverkeep-

er Network, led by van Ros-
sum, challenged Act 13 in the 
Pennsylvania  court system, 
eventually taking the case 
all the way to the state’s su-
preme court — and they won. 
In a 4-2 decision, the justices 
agreed that Act 13 violated 
the amendment van Rossum 

and her team uncovered in 
the commonwealth’s consti-
tution, overturning some of 
the key provisions of the law 
and once again restricting 
much of Pennsylvania’s land 
from fracking.

The Green Amendment 
movement was born.

“It was in that victory 
that I had what I now call 
my ‘Green Amendment 
epiphany,’ ” van Rossum 
said. “I recognize that we 
would not have had this 
victory if we did not have a 
constitutional right of the 
people to a clean, safe and 
healthy environment. … As 
a lawyer and an advocate 
who’s experienced all the 
ways our laws fundamen-
tally fail to protect us, I 
recognized we needed this 
kind of protection across 
the nation, in every single 
state, and ultimately we’re 
going to need it at the fed-
eral level.”

Factors like the climate 
crisis, destruction of eco-
systems, and the extinction 

of more and more species 
make the passage of Green 
Amendments more import-
ant now than ever, van Ros-
sum said. Currently, three 
states — Pennsylvania, New 
York and Montana — have 
passed Green Amendments; 
17 states have proposed the 
legislation in their state leg-
islatures; and six states have 
kickstarted their Green 
Amendment movements.

van Rossum hopes she’ll 
leave Chautauquans with a 
newfound desire to bring 
the Green Amendment 
movement back to their own 
homes, and see just how 
impactful the passage of a 
Green Amendment can be.

“There’s a place and a 
space for everyone who 
wants to be involved in the 
movement,” she said. “Some 
of the most powerful Green 
Amendment efforts that 
are going right now started 
because one person cared 
enough to call me, and we 
started to work together to 
make it happen.”

JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

Frank Sesno has built a 
reputation for asking real-
ly good questions — that’s 
what got him all the way to 
the top of CNN’s Washing-
ton bureau, after all.

At 2 p.m. today in the 
Literary Arts Cen-
ter at Alumni Hall, 
Sesno will be pass-
ing along some of 
his question-asking 
expertise during his 
Intergenerat ional 
Climate Storytell-
ing Workshop, in 
collaboration with 
the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.

“The earth is in peril, 
and it’s an all-hands-on-
deck moment,” Sesno said. 
“That’s kind of a cliche, 
but it’s true. Everybody is 
needed, and if we can bring 
together the generational 
experience and energy, the 

shared passion, we can just 
get more done.”

The workshop will pair 
together Chautauquans 
from, well, different gener-
ations — grandparents with 
their grandchildren, par-
ents with their parents, stu-
dents with their teachers 

— to come togeth-
er and have a dis-
cussion about their 
biggest concerns 
regarding the earth 
and the climate. 

The workshop 
will begin with a 
q u e s t i o n- a s k i n g 
and interview-
ing intensive from 

Sesno, an Emmy-winning 
journalist and professor at 
George Washington Uni-
versity, where participants 
will learn how to ask “good 
questions,” which will ul-
timately open the door for 
in-depth and eye-opening 
conversations, Sesno said. 

“A good question is a 
formulation that prompts 
someone to open up — to 
share thoughts, feelings, 
emotions, (and) experienc-
es,” he said. “It’s the fol-
low-up questions that often 
draw out the detail, the tex-
ture, and the feeling that’s 
connected with all of this.”

Reaching across gen-
erations to engage in this 
unique form of storytell-
ing, Sesno explained, al-
lows for each generation to 
bring their most invaluable 
assets to the table. For an 
older generation, that’s 
decades of life experience 
and wisdom; for a younger 
generation, that’s hope for 
the future. 

The goal of the workshop 
is to find three intergener-
ational pairs who craft the 
most compelling stories, 
ask the most intriguing 
questions, and engage in 
the most exciting dialogue 

to present their conversa-
tions to a larger audience 
on Thursday. Sesno hopes 
that those conversations 
will in turn spark further 
intergenerational dialogue 
and learning.

The climate crisis re-
quires unique and innova-
tive approaches, and Sesno 
believes that this workshop, 
and, more broadly, engag-
ing in conversations like 
this one can become an im-
portant tool in deepening 
understanding and finding 
solutions that may other-
wise not have been found. 

“We pass down our tra-
ditions and our wisdom 
through storytelling — 
through oral traditions that 
are shared,” he said. “That 
is something that can be 
studied and emulated, and 
that I think this intergen-
erational conversation can 
model in a really brilliant 
and inspiring way.”

TEICHMAN

VAN ROSSUM

SESNO
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon 
decades of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal 
homes, rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local 
insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Visit us online atWeedRoss.comor at any of our locations: 

East Aurora, Ellicottville, Randolph, Ravena, 
and our All-New Westfield location!

Sean D. Cornelius
A Fellow Chautauquan

Local

Specialized Insurance For

Vacation Home RentalBoat Business

G I F T P L A N N I N G . C H Q . O R G

To learn more, please call Deborah Williamson or Jenny Stitely in the  
Office of Advancement 716-357-6404.

Welcome to Week Five: “Our Greatest Challenges 
(That We Can Actually Do Something About)”

Endowments provide a 
reliable source of income  
to sustain Chautauqua into 
the future.  
Consider sustaining the parts of Chautauqua that you treasure a 
with specified endowment funded through your estate. 

O F F I C E  O F  A D V A N C E M E N T

Petite Suite de Concert, 
Op. 77 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Afro-British composer Sam-
uel Coleridge-Taylor was 
born in London on Aug. 15, 
1875, and died there on Sept. 
1, 1912. His mother was Alice 
Hare Martin (1856–1953), an 
English woman; his father, 
Daniel Peter Hughes Taylor, 
was from Sierra Leone and 
studied medicine in London. 
The two never married. Tay-
lor later became a prominent 
administrator in West Africa, 
leaving Coleridge-Taylor’s 
mother pregnant. She decided 
to name the child (without the 
hyphen) after the poet Samu-
el Taylor Coleridge. Musical 
talent ran on both sides of his 
family, and young Samuel’s 
gifts were allowed to develop. 
He studied violin, and lat-
er composition at the Royal 
College of Music, becoming 
a student of Charles Villiers 
Stanford. He married Jessie 
Walmisley, a fellow student at 
the college, in 1899. Over the 
course of his career he visit-
ed the United States on three 
occasions. He and his music 
were well-received in Ameri-
ca, and Coleridge-Taylor was 
invited to the White House 
by President Theodore Roo-
sevelt. His visits to America 
also stirred his interest in his 
African heritage, as he came 
into contact with several im-
portant Black artists, includ-
ing Paul Laurence Dunbar 
(whom he met prior to coming 
to the USA), W.E.B. Du Bois, 
and Harry T. Burleigh, the 
singer who inspired Antonín 
Dvořák to look closely into the 
African-American repertory 
of spirituals. His Petite Suite 
de Concert dates from 1911 
or before. Unfortunately, we 
have little information as to 
what gave rise to this charm-
ing four-movement compo-
sition. It is scored for picco-
lo, two flutes, two oboes, two 
clarinets, two bassoons, four 
horns, two trumpets, three 
trombones, timpani, percus-
sion and strings.

Samuel Coleridge-Tay-
lor’s music was very well re-
ceived and respected during 
his all-too-brief lifetime, but 
somehow fell out of the rep-
ertoire of concerts on this 
side of the Atlantic, except in 
African-American circles. A 
Coleridge-Taylor Choral So-
ciety was formed in Washing-
ton D.C., and his music forms 
an important part of the 
repertory of the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers. Happily, the neglect 

in concert halls is beginning 
to change, and modern audi-
ences are hearing more and 
more of his fine music. After 
his three visits to the United 
States (the first being in 1904), 
it became Coleridge-Taylor’s 
mission to bring dignity to 
African-American music.

The Petite Suite de Con-
cert comprises four move-
ments that represent works 
from his juvenilia based on 
Hans Christian Andersen’s 
The Clown and the Colum-
bine. The clown figure is Pul-
cinella (Pierrot), the sad char-
acter who carries a torch for 
the unattainable Columbina. 
These personalities are de-
rived from the Italian com-
media del’arte figures. Bril-
liantly orchestrated and filled 
with charming melodic con-
tent, although this work may 
be one of the less important 
compositions, it has become 
one of his most popular works

The opening movement 
(Allegro con brio) is titled “Le 
Caprice de Nannette.” This is 
followed by a poignant An-
dante with the title “Demande 
et Réponse.” The movement’s 
lovely principal tune flanks a 
flirtatious and livelier middle 
section. The third movement, 
“Un sonnet d’amour,” (Alle-
gretto), is a graceful piece, 
not without a touch of mel-
ancholy. The last movement, 
“La tarantelle fretillante,” (Vi-
vace), brings this delightful 
suite to a rousing conclusion.

‘The Angel from Formosa’ 
Tyzen Hsiao
Taiwanese composer Tyzen 
Hsiao was born on Jan. 1, 1938, 
in Hōzan, Takao Prefecture, 
Japanese Taiwan, and died 
on Feb. 24, 2015, in Los Ange-
les. Much of his music reflects 
his roots in, and affection for, 
Taiwanese music and culture. 
The sound of his native home 
is often mixed with the Eu-
ropean late-Romantic style 
of Rachmaninov, as well as 
Presbyterian hymnody — a 
reflection of his family’s up-
bringing. His earliest training 
as a pianist began with his 
mother, who was a church pi-
anist. More formal training in 
Taiwan was followed by an 18-
year stint in the United States, 
where in 1987 he received a 
master’s degree in composi-
tion from the California State 
University in Los Angeles. He 
returned to Taiwan in 1995 
and continued to enjoy suc-
cess with his many composi-
tions. After suffering a stroke 
in 2002, Hsiao returned to the 

United States to recuperate as 
he was awarded several prizes 
in his native Taiwan. He suc-
cumbed to lung cancer in 2015. 
His short orchestral work, 
“The Angel from Formosa” 
was composed in 1999.

Some of us are old enough 
to recall when Taiwan was 
still called Formosa, the 
name having been derived 
from the Portuguese “Ilha 
Formosa,” meaning Beau-
tiful Island. Steeped in the 
culture of his island home, 
Tyzen Hsiao dedicated and 
named many of his compo-
sitions to Taiwan’s histo-
ry and culture. “The Angel 
of Formosa” is an example 
of his national pride. It is a 
lushly orchestrated piece 
filled with heartfelt emotion, 
dedicated to the Taiwanese 
pianist Wen-wan Chen, a 
strong advocate of Hsiao’s 
music throughout the world.

Symphony No. 8 in G 
Major, op. 88 (B. 163) 
Antonin Dvořák
The Czech master Antonin 
Dvořák was born in Nela-
hozeves, near Kralupy, on 
Sept. 8, 1841, and died in 
Prague on May 1, 1904. His 
Symphony No. 8, one of his 
most popular works, although 
not performed as frequently as 
his Symphony No. 9 (“From the 
New World.”), was composed 
in 1889 at Vysoká u Příbramě, 
Bohemia, on the occasion of 
his election to the Bohemian 
Academy of Science, Litera-
ture and Arts. Dvořák con-
ducted its premiere in Prague 
on Feb. 2, 1890. When first 
published, it was listed as 
Symphony No. 4. It is scored 
for two flutes (second doubling 
piccolo), two oboes, English 
horn, two clarinets, two bas-
soons, four horns, two trum-
pets, three trombones, tuba, 
timpani and strings.

One of Dvořák’s most 
popular and tuneful works, 
his Symphony No. 8 reflects 
a happy time in the compos-
er’s life. The composer had 
experienced a rise to inter-

national prominence in the 
early 1880s, spurred in part 
by the skill he brought to 
bear in embracing the Bohe-
mian nationalism established 
by his elder compatriot, 
Bedřich Smetana, but also by 
his growing mastery of form, 
harmony and orchestration. 
Johannes Brahms stood at 
the forefront of Dvořák’s 
admirers, working actively 
to promote Dvořák’s music 
among German audiences 
and introducing the com-
poser to the important music 
publisher, Simrock.

Dvořák, however, was torn 
between two worlds. How 
could he foster his accep-
tance outside of his home-
land without sacrificing the 
folk-like elements of Czech 
music that had become an 
essential element in his 
emerging style? Anti-Czech 
sentiment in Vienna, the cap-
ital of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire to which the Czech 
lands belonged, had been 
running high. A performance 
of Dvořák’s opera, Dimitrij, 
which had been a success in 
Prague, was now being con-
templated for Vienna. But the 
directors of the opera house 
in Vienna decided that the 
staging of a Czech national-
istic opera was too risky, and 
pressure mounted for Dvořák 
to consider selecting from 
two German librettos for a 
new opera. To complicate 
matters further, Brahms was 
urging Dvořák to move to 
Vienna. Were Dvořák to ac-
cept these career moves, his 
future success would have 
been assured. The magnet of 
national identity proved too 

strong, however, and Dvořák 
respectfully declined the of-
fer to compose the new op-
era. Thus freed, he turned his 
energies to other projects. 
The fact that these projects 
continued to include the 
composition of symphonies 
— Nos. 7 (1885) and 8 (1889) 
— demonstrates that Dvořák 
could have things his way af-
ter all. The ongoing influence 
of Brahms’ symphonies, es-
pecially the Third Symphony, 
had become reconciled with 
Dvořák’s Czech muse and he 
was now free to integrate his 
folk idiom into the structur-
al rigors of symphonic com-
position. It is no accident 
that Dvořák’s best, and most 
popular, three symphonies 
— Nos. 7, 8, and 9 (“From the 
New World”) — all came into 
being after the watershed 
events described above.

Dvořák’s Symphony No. 
8 is, generally speaking, one 
of his most lyrical, and some 
writers have seen a kinship to 
the spirit of Beethoven’s “Pas-
toral” Symphony. The work 
is filled with fascinating in-
novations. Take, for example, 
the beautiful G-minor theme 
that begins the Allegro con 
brio first movement, a melody 
that presents itself softly and 
expressively in the clarinets, 
bassoons, horns and lower 
strings, only to yield ground 
to the “real” first theme — a 
jaunty one with crisply dot-
ted rhythms — chirped by the 
solo flute. The lyrical theme 
reappears at the start of the 
development section, and 
once again at the movement’s 
climax, now boldly blared by 
the trumpets against a tu-
multuous cascade of chro-
matic scales in the strings. 
The opening of the beautiful 
Adagio second movement in 
C minor shows how much 
Dvořák had learned from 
Brahms and Schubert. As in 
the first movement, Dvořák 
contrasts mellow timbres 
with brighter upper wood-
winds. A haunting effect is 
created by the clarinets, who 
respond to each of the flute 
and oboe phrases with ca-

dences that constantly shift 
modes. A contrasting ma-
jor-key theme is introduced, 
punctuated by staccato 
chords in the brass and deli-
cate scales in the violins.

The third movement, 
an Allegretto grazioso in G 
minor, features a graceful 
folk-like waltz theme. The 
three-part design introduc-
es another lilting theme, this 
time in G major, as the cen-
tral Trio section. An unusu-
al coda follows the return of 
the opening section, in which 
the tempo shifts unexpect-
edly to Molto vivace and the 
meter changes from triple to 
duple. The symphony’s finale, 
which essentially presents a 
theme and variation struc-
ture, begins with a stirring 
and memorable fanfare intro-
duction in the trumpets. The 
cellos then sing the principal 
theme, which is followed by 
a sequence of rather formal 
variations. This soon yields to 
an outburst of unbridled jubi-
lation in the whole orchestra, 
highlighted by brilliant and 
raucous trills in the horns. 
Later in the movement, we 
hear a quasi-serious march in 
C minor reminiscent of a rag-
tag village band. The march 
becomes more assertive, sub-
jected to a host of descending 
sequences, until the opening 
fanfare brings things down 
to earth. The variation theme 
returns, only to transform it-
self this time into a sublime 
reverie. The jubilant outburst 
returns, marking the onset of 
an exciting coda.

David B. Levy is professor 
emeritus of music at Wake 
Forest University. He holds a 
doctorate in musicology from 
the University of Rochester 
and remains actively involved 
in scholarly pursuits. His pri-
mary focus has been on the 
music of Ludwig van Bee-
thoven, about which he has 
published numerous articles 
and a book, Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony, published by Yale 
University Press. He will give 
a Pre-Concert Lecture at 6:45 
p.m. tonight in Hultquist 101.

SYMPHONY NOTES
BY DAVID B. LEV Y
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SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1

Lin will be bringing a little of 
her native Taiwan to Chau-
tauqua with Hsiao’s piece; 
“The Angel from Formosa” 
evokes a sense of the quiet 
life in what the Portuguese 
called “Formosa,” meaning 
“Beautiful Island.” Hsiao, also 
Taiwanese, studied and com-
posed abroad, taking themes 
from his homeland and com-
posing them into something 
entirely different; many of 
his works even related to civil 
liberty and democracy, which 
got him blacklisted by the 
Chinese Nationalist Party. 

Coleridge-Taylor earned 
entry into the historically 
white world of composition 
with his acclaimed musical 
genius. In life, he was close 
friends with both Booker T. 
Washington and W.E.B. Du 
Bois, and after his untimely 
death at 37 — due to pneu-
monia exacerbated by over-
working to support his fami-

ly — a memorial concert was 
held in 1912 with the proceeds 
given to support his family.
One of Coleridge-Taylor’s 

idols was Antonin Dvořák. 
Written early in the Czech 
composer’s career, Sympho-
ny No. 8 contains within it 
the sheer joy of being alive in 
a world of natural wonders. 
Dvořák wrote Symphony No. 
8 while residing in Vysoká, 
Slovakia, where he had his 
own garden to inspire him. 
For violist Pedro Mendez, 

a 2024 CSO Fellow, Dvořák is 
one of his favorite composers, 
because of his ability to find a 
way to make expression sim-
ple, yet intense. Mendez also 
noted how this evening’s pro-
gram emphasizes the impor-
tance of orchestras perform-
ing a variety of music.
“I love the fact that every 

orchestra is giving more op-
portunities to minorities,” 
Mendez said. “It’s so nice 
because we have too many 
colors and flavors to give to 
classical music (for us not to 
be included).”

A diversity of musical ex-
pression “really enriches 
our lives with various music 
by all these composers,” Lin 
said. “All three composers in 
this program are celebrated, 
not just now but back then, 
as well. Music history some-
times forgets about them, but 
I’m really happy that we are 
creating this environment for 
all voices to be expressed.”
In her work, Lin also advo-

cates for the next generation 
of diverse musical talent.

“Music is an incredible way 
to nurture, share, and express 
emotions; and to connect 
with each other,” Lin said. 
“There are so many kinds of 
music, and it opens our imag-
ination. That’s the biggest 
gift we have — imagination — 
and music is really the key to 
sharing that together.”
Lin remembers always lov-

ing music, being teased and 
encouraged to sing or dance 
for her family when young. 
She began with piano, then 
jumped to percussion lat-
er on, but a tragic accident 
changed the trajectory of her 
life; she was struck by a car, 
and the resulting injuries, 
including a broken wrist, left 
her unable to play percussion. 

She started to explore 
other fields, but she missed 
playing in an orchestra and 
with friends in her profes-
sional ensemble; being sur-
rounded by incredible art is a 
singular experience.
“I recall the most vivid 

memory that I had playing in 
the orchestra. I was sitting 
at the back of the orches-
tra playing the timpani and 
during the slow section, this 
organ with strings melody, 
they just intertwined — it was 

so moving. I had the best seat 
in the entire house,” Lin said. 
“I was being hugged by this 
melody, I was in tears; I want 
to be able to share that expe-
rience for everyone to be able 
to (feel that). I’ve always loved 
that the entire group is feel-
ing that pulsation, the rhythm 
all together.”

Conducting led her back 
into that feeling of life-giv-
ing music. Through conduct-
ing, she aims to create room 
for dialogue, for the dance of 
communication in music. 
“I’ve always loved the 

tremendous creativity that 
comes out of the orchestra. 
I’ve been so blessed to work 
with amazing musicians and 
it’s so fascinating for me 
to create that space for all 
these unique voices to come 
out,” Lin said. “As a conduc-
tor, it’s my job and goal to in-
vite these creative ideas and 
then we all shape it together 
for that unforgettable expe-
rience all of us feel.”

Though, for Lin, conduct-
ing has never really felt like 
a job, and life took on an in-
credibly vibrant hue after 
her near-death experience. 
She finds the joie de vivre 
multiplied by music. 

“Probably, because of the 
experience of being hit by a 
car, I really treasure every 
time that I can play music. 
It’s a gift and a blessing. Ev-
ery time I’m on the podium, 
or every time that I can play a 
little something with friends 
and share life-music, (I re-
member) there was a moment 
that I couldn’t play — now I 
can. I did it. It’s done. There’s 
pure joy.”

CSO
FROM PAGE 1

“There’s a really important 
watchdog role that the press 
plays … just by being a wit-
ness, by being present at, 
for example, a town council 
or city council meeting or 
school board meeting — it 
helps to keep public officials 
honest,” Sullivan said. “When 
that goes away, we see the 
results of that, and one of 
the things that’s been found 
out in studies is that the cost 
of municipal bonds actual-
ly goes up because the cost 
of government rises when 
there’s not local news.”
In addition to increased 

levels of corruption and 
unchecked government 
spending, communities that 
lose their local news outlets 
also see increased amounts 
of partisanship and less 
community engagement, 
Sullivan said. Many peo-
ple instead turn to national 
news, and focus on national 
politics, receiving much of 
their information from more 
partisan news outlets and 
hearing very little about the 
communities they live in.

But Sullivan is not feeling 
completely hopeless about 
the state of local news. In 
many areas where local cov-
erage has disappeared, she 
said, nonprofit news outlets 
have started popping up to 
fill the void. These publica-
tions are often digital-on-

ly, with a heavy focus on 
watchdog-style account-
ability journalism. Public ra-
dio has also been on the rise, 
with more and more listen-
ers tuning in to their local 
news stations.
But the issue is far from 

solved.
“I’m hopeful, but not op-

timistic,” Sullivan said. “I’ve 
seen so much discouraging 
news come out of the local 
news scene that it’s hard to 
be really optimistic. … But 
I’m not hopeless. I think 
that all of these things 
we’ve talked about are very 
positive. There are great 
people working on these 
things. I think that the 
public is starting to real-
ly recognize that there’s a 
problem here and that they 
have a role to play. So I’m 
not without hope, certain-
ly, and I’m very apprecia-
tive of the good things that 
I do see happening.”

Sullivan hopes Chautau-
quans see the grave impor-
tance of finding a solution to 
the local news crisis; but she 
also wants them leave feel-
ing the same grain of hope 
that she does — and feel 
compelled to take action to 
help save local news.
“This isn’t something 

that’s happening kind of 
over there,” she said. “But 
it’s happening in (people’s) 
lives, in their communities, 
and they can have a role in 
helping to fix it.”

B E TA-T E S T I N G  N E W  A S S I S T I V E-L I S T E N I N G  T E C H
SEAN SMITH /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Chief IDEA Officer Amit 
Taneja, center, instructs 
Pete Harris, left, and Carol 
Robinson on how to use new 
assistive-listening technology 
Sunday in the Amphitheater. 
The technology allows 
listeners to stream venue 
audio via their smartphones or 
tablets, and is currently only 
able to be used in the Amp. 
A second session will be held 
Wednesday. Chautauquans 
interested in participating 
should email  
accessibility@chq.org. 

BUFFALO DAY
FROM PAGE 1

In July 1905, a group of 29 
men, including Black in-
tellectuals, clergy, writers, 
newspapermen and activ-
ists, was formed and led by 
DuBois. The group adopted 
the resolutions which led to 
the founding of the Niagara 
Movement. Its Declaration of 
Principles stated, in part: “We 
refuse to allow the impres-
sion to remain that the Ne-
gro-American assents to in-
feriority, is submissive under 

oppression, and apologetic 
before insults.”
The Niagara Movement 

was, in large part, a repudia-
tion of Washington’s methods; 
at the time, Washington was 
unchallenged leader of Black 
liberation. This was a time of 
widespread violence against 
Black Americans, as the end 
of Reconstruction brought 
oppressive Jim Crow laws and 
widespread lynching. How 
were Black Americans to re-
spond to this oppression? 
Washington argued that the 
progress for Black Ameri-

cans depended on practical 
but limited education — that 
legitimate protest against 
white supremacy would only 
make things worse, and that 
rights were secondary to 
survival. The formation of 
the Niagara Movement was 
a counter-movement: a na-
tional group dedicated to ac-
cepting nothing less than full  
civil rights.
Although the movement 

was disbanded only four 
years after its inception, 
its impact and legacy have 
proven long-lasting. The Ni-

agara Movement was a crit-
ical turning point in fight-
ing inequality and it laid the 
cornerstone of the modern 
American Civil Rights Move-
ment. Its influence and legacy 
are wide: it changed the tone 
and approach to Black protest 
in America, it created tactics, 
such as fighting in the courts 
for integration, that would be 
used by the NAACP, and it in-
fluenced the ideology of both 
the “Black power” movement 
of the 1960s and the Black 
Lives Matter movement of the 
21st century.
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INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Abrahamic Program for 
Young Adults
There will be an Environ-
mental Interfaith Service at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Jessica Trapasso Memorial 
Pavilion at Children’s School. 

Blessing and Healing  
Daily Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing takes place at 10:15 
a.m. weekday mornings in the 
Randall Chapel of the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters located on Odland Pla-
za. This is an opportunity for 
quiet in our very busy sched-
ule here at Chautauqua.

Chabad Jewish House
There is no “Everyday Eth-
ics’’ class today for the 17th 
Tamuz Fast Day. Rabbi Zal-
man Vilenkin leads a class 
on “Positive Living” from 
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Wednesday 
in the ZCJH. 

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. on weekdays in the 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd. All are invited to 
attend the Social Hour at 3:15 
p.m. today at the Catholic 
House on the corner of Pal-
estine and the Brick Walk.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
Mateo Mortellaro leads Ti-
betan Buddhism meditation 
from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. week-
days in the Presbyterian 
House Chapel.

Start the morning with 
“Movement and Meditation 
with Monte” from 8:15 to 8:45 
a.m. Wednesday and Friday in 
the Hall of Philosophy Grove. 

Mortellaro leads a Tibetan 
Buddhism meditation sem-
inar from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Missions.

Kim Hehr leads a gong 
meditation from 4:45 to 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday in the Hurl-
but Sanctuary. 

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering from 
8:55 to 9 a.m. weekdays 
around the Peace Pole in the 
Hall of Missions Grove. The 
all-faith prayer is led by a 
different denomination each 
week, and prayer handouts 
are distributed daily.

Christian Science House
The Social Hour is at 3:15 
p.m. today at the Christian 
Science House. The eve-
ning testimony meeting is 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in 
the chapel. Readings of ci-
tations from the Bible and 
Christian Science textbook 
are followed by congregants 
sharing examples of benefits 
of their study in their daily 
lives. All are welcome to use 
our Study Room 24/7 for re-
flection and prayer.

Disciples of Christ
All Chautauquans are wel-
come to our Social Hour at 
3:15 p.m. today at the Disci-
ples Headquarters House, 32 
Clark at Janes, to meet Julia 
Tanner and Beth Easter as 
they present “Meeting the 
challenges with story, po-
etry, music, and art: The In-
ner Net.” Come meet Tanner 
and Easter, enjoy refresh-
ments and learn about nur-
turing spiritual healing and 
the hopeful parts of our lives 
through stories, poetry and 
other avenues of creativity. 

Ecumenical Community  
of Chautauqua
The Ecumenical Community 
of Chautauqua invites you to 
enjoy lemonade and home-
made cookies at 3:15 p.m. 
today in front of our histor-
ic buildings, immediately to 
the left of the Amphitheater 
stage. While mingling with 
our staff and guests, you can 
learn about our mission of 
providing affordable housing 
in Chautauqua for people of 
all faiths.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in 
the chapel. 

Episcopal Cottage
The V. Rev. Melinda Hall will 
lead a brief Bible study at 8:30 
a.m. Wednesday on the porch 
of the cottage. All are wel-
come. Come from 3:15 to 4:30 
p.m. today to enjoy the hospi-
tality of the Cottage. 

Everett Jewish Life Center 
in Chautauqua
Daniel Greene, subject mat-

ter expert at the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum and 
adjunct professor of history 
at Northwestern University, 
will discuss “Americans and 
the Holocaust” at 12:30 p.m. 
today at the Everett Jewish 
Life Center. The Jewish Film 
Series will screen a repeat 
of “Vishniac” at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in the EJLCC.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation
At 3:15 p.m. today at the Ever-
ett Jewish Life Center, the re-
cipients of the Hebrew Con-
gregation scholarships at the 
Chautauqua School of Music 
will present a music recital.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church
If you’re looking for a quiet 
and lovely place to rest, pray 
or ponder, we invite you to 
come and sit in the Sanc-
tuary. It can be accessed 
through the doors on Scott 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. If you’re 
thirsty or have an empty wa-
ter bottle, Hurlbut Church 
and the Hebrew Congre-
gation offer a bottle-fill-
ing fountain just inside the 
“long-walk” door off Pratt. 

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone is invited. The 
church serves lunch from 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days at Hurlbut Church. All 
proceeds benefit the mis-
sion and ministries of the 
Hurlbut Church. Meals are 
eat-in or takeout. 

International Order of The 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck Chap-
el on Pratt is open for prayer 
and meditation from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily. Please stop in 
and sign the register. During 
days of inclement weather, 
the chapel will be closed.

Labyrinth
Chautauquans and friends 
can learn about and walk the 
labyrinth, open at any time 
and located next to Turner 
Community Center. There is 
an evening walk at 6:30 p.m. 
tonight, where a brief histo-
ry, uses, and an invitation to 
walk the labyrinth are con-
cluded in time to attend the 
evening’s Amphitheater pro-
gram. It is accessible through 
the Turner building, or 
through the Turner parking 
lot, if arriving via Route 394. 
Remember your gate pass.

Lutheran House
Come to our Social Hour 
starting at 3:15 p.m. today at 

the Lutheran House. Mem-
bers of Tree of Life Lutheran 
in Jamestown, New York, will 
be serving cookies, lemonade 
and iced tea. The Lutheran 
House hosts Chautauqua Di-
alogues at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day. We are located on the 
brick walk at the corner of 
Peck and Clark.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invited 
for coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and lemonade in between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture each week-
day morning on the porch.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)​​
Alicia McBride, friend of the 
week (Chaplain), will lead the 
Brown Bag “My Work in the 
World” at 12:30 p.m. today in 
the Quaker House. Join us 
for Cookies and Community 
Care Social Hour at 3:30 p.m. 
today at the Quaker House, 
28 Ames. 

Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Chautauqua
Our U.U. Tea and hospitality 
hour is from 3:15 to 4:15 p.m. 
today on the back patio of 
the U.U. House at 6 Bliss. The 
Chautauqua Science Group 
sponsors science discus-
sions at 9:15 a.m. every Tues-
day morning in the Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary. J.D. Still-
water, officer of the Religious 
Naturalist Association, is giv-
ing the talk “Nature’s Scrip-
ture: Spiritually Grounding, 
Inclusively Affirming” for the 
Cultural Ethics Series at 9:30 
a.m. Wednesday in the Hall 
of Philosophy. 

United Church of Christ
Join us at 3:15 p.m. today 
in the parlor for our social 
hour. The service of Blessing 

and Healing is held at 10 a.m. 
weekdays in Randall Chapel. 

United Methodist
The Rev. Jay Parkins leads the 
Porch Chat at noon today on 
“It’s All About Relationship.” 

Our Social Hour at 3:15 
p.m. today on the porch will 
feature delicious homemade 
cookies and punch pro-
vided by Baker UMC-Me-
morial United Women in 
Faith. Tuesday evening Bi-
ble Study is at 7 p.m. tonight 
in our chapel with the new 
Hurlbut UMC senior pas-
tor, the Rev. Rachel Stuart, 
and Joe Lewis, host of the 
Everett Jewish Life Center, 
discussing the book of Jo-
nah. There will be Knitting 
on the Porch starting at 3:15 
p.m. on Wednesday on the 
Methodist House Porch. 

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a morning Daily 
Word meditation from 8 to 
8:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday in the Hall of Missions.

At 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Turner Community 
Center, the Rev. John Mc-
Lean presents a Positive Path 
for Spiritual Living lecture: 
“Your Worldview: root out 
some lingering beliefs that 
no longer serve you.” Bring 
your gate pass. 

Women in Ministry
Women in Ministry will 
meet at 12:15 p.m. Wednes-
day in the Hall of Missions. 
We are ministers, spouses 
of ministers, teachers, mu-
sicians, volunteers, clergy 
and laity alike. We share 
our stories and offer sup-
port and fellowship. Often 
networking opportunities 
arise. Anyone with an inter-
est in women’s ministries 
will be amazed at all that is 
happening with awesome, 
courageous women.

A lthough she is the chaplain for the Maine Warden 
Service, the Rev. Kate Braestrup does not think of 
herself as an “outdoorsy” person. “I like to read, but I 

am descended from an outdoorsy person, my late mother. She 
was a bit eccentric,” Braestrup said. 

Braestrup preached at the 9:15 a.m. Monday morning wor-
ship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “Pain 
and Paul,” and the scripture reading was Acts 9:1-9. 

About 30 years ago, her mother had a farm. To get to the 
feed store, Mom had a pickup truck named Merle. One day 
when Braestrup was visiting, she went to the store with her 
mother. They were talking about animal husbandry as they 
drove down the driveway. Braestrup noticed that the truck’s 
glass was so covered with dirt it was almost opaque. 

Braestup pointed out how dirty the windshield was, but 
her mother said, “I can see.” Braestrup said, “No you can’t; use 
the wiper washer.” Mom said, “I have to get gas, so when I stop 
I will clean it.” Braestrup answered, “Mom, use the wiper.” 

“The what?,” Mom asked. “The little squirty thing,” said 
Braestrup. Mom looked blankly at Braestrup who reached 
over and started the wipers and a jet of fluid came out. 

“There was an arc of streaky clarity as the wiper blades did 
their work,” Braestrup said. 

“Neato,” said Mom. She had never seen the wipers work.
Braestrup said the story might make her mother sound like 

an idiot, but she wasn’t — Mom was very smart and capable.
“We all have blind spots, and how stubbornly we cling to 

those blind spots,” she said. “My mother had a saying: ‘People 
don’t change until it hurts.’ ” 

That echoes what recovering addicts have said, she told 
the congregation. You have to hit bottom, to be in sufficient 
pain, in prison, away from everyone you love, with the threat 
that you will die in an undignified way, in order to change. 

In the Gospels, people find Jesus in order to be healed. In 
the reading in Acts, Jesus found Saul, who was not in pain but 
living a rather privileged life for a man of the first century. 
Yet, he changed.

As in Psalm 73:6, Saul wore pride as a necklace and was 
clothed in violence. He was born in Tarsus, a college town, 
possibly about the same time as Jesus, Braestrup said. He 
went to Jeruslaem and studied at the school of Gamaliel, so he 
was well educated in Hebrew scripture and Greek philosophy.

“He was into suppression of an irritatingly religious wack 
job called ‘The Way.’ He had no obvious need to change; he 

was in pain. He was still breathing threats of murder and not 
seeking transformation,” Braestrup said.

She continued, “Transformation came to him. Jesus asked 
him, ‘Why are you persecuting me?’ Saul asked, ‘Who are 
you?’ and Jesus said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.’ 
Saul then said, ‘What do you want me to do?’ ”

Saul’s actions in persecuting Jesus’ followers were “kicking 
against the goads,” a pointless, painful resistance to Jesus. 

“Saul was a Christian catcher; it was plain as day to those 
he was prosecuting,” Braestrup said. “If Saul accepted the 
truth, that he had been living a lie, then all the people he 
admired would be revealed to be flawed and self-serving.”

She said, “Why not continue to see through a glass darkly 
and not a revealing lens?”

God’s work comes in a paradox: “Jesus healed the blind; 
Jesus blinded Saul. It is a mirror image of the Gospel en-
counters,” Braestrup said. “Saul is not a poor, sick man but a 
rich, strong man weakened by inflicting pain.” 

As Saul became Paul, through the hospitality of Ananais, 
he was no longer normal to those around him. 

“He had changed and he was uncomfortable and he made 
others uncomfortable,” she said. “He was a pain in the neck 
and people plotted to kill him. He endured theological con-
flict, prison, threats and death by beheading.”

Clement I, bishop of Rome, wrote about Paul in his epistle 
1 Clement 5:5-6.

“By reason of jealousy and strife, Paul by his example 
pointed out the prize of patient endurance. After that he 
had been seven times in bonds, had been driven into exile, 
had been stoned (not in a good way, said Braestrup), had 

preached in the East and in the West; he won the noble 
renown which was the reward of his faith, having taught 
righteousness unto the whole world and having reached 
the farthest bounds of the West; and when he had borne his 
testimony before the rulers, so he departed from the world 
and went unto the holy place, having been found a notable 
pattern of patient endurance.”

Braestrup said there was a pattern of patience and en-
durance in Paul’s life. She called his reward for change “a 
mixed bag, but he had the truth. Is it better to have the truth 
or not? Moral blindness is more comfortable, a way to avoid 
seeing and a way to avoid danger.”

Even though her mother told her that people will not 
change until it hurts, “Christians change and keep changing 
out of our comfortable blindness,” Braestrup told the con-
gregation. “We change not for our own sake, but for God’s.”

She recalled a Christian pop band she heard often on 
her drive to seminary that had a song about faith as wash-
ing the windshield.

“There are dirt and bugs on the windshield, and we could 
adjust to not seeing — or, if we are committed to clarity, to 
expose ourselves to new ideas,” she said. “Here at Chautau-
qua, we ponder, pray, question and sing. We confirm our 
commitment to the truth just by being at Chautauqua.”

She continued, “Year after year, we commit to clean the 
windshield. Christ reveals our shortcomings, but we are 
bound to God by grace. ‘Neato’ and Hallelujah.” The congre-
gation applauded.

The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, senior pastor for 
Chautauqua Institution, presided. Sonya Subyya Sutton, 
musician, composer and writer, read the scripture. The 
prelude was “Allegretto,” from Four Sketches for Pedal-Pia-
no by Robert Schumann, played by Joshua Stafford, direc-
tor of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist on the Massey Memorial Organ. For the anthem, 
the Motet Choir sang “Share with the hungry your bread,” 
music by Carol Muehlig and words by Annemarie Kidder. 
The choir was directed by and accompanied by Stafford on 
the Massey Organ. For the postlude, Stafford played “Nicht 
zu schnell und sehr markiert,” from Four Sketches for 
Pedal-Piano on the Massey Organ. Support for this week’s 
chaplaincy and services is provided by the Jackson-Car-
nahan Memorial Chaplaincy and the John William Tyrrell 
Endowment for Religion. 

Look through dirty windshield or choose clarity, says Braestrup

chqdaily.com
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Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 10, 2024
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 10, 2024, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation will review 
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to 
serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant 
to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s audited 
financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/
board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee 
must be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be 
identified in writing to the Secretary of Chautauqua Institution 
not more than thirty (30) (July 10, 2024)  and not less than fifteen 
(15) (July 26, 2024) days in advance of the scheduled date (i.e., 
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation) for their 
election to provide the Secretary with sufficient time to ensure 
that each such nominee is eligible for election as a Class B 
Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the compliance 
by the nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements of the 
Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New York 
State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and to make adequate 
arrangements for the time-consuming logistics associated with 
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B 
Trustee at the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation. 
To be placed on the ballot for election, each nominee for the 
position of Class B Trustee must submit to the Corporate Secretary 
by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the third (3rd) business day after 
a request by the Corporate Secretary, any and all documents 
and related information reasonably requested by the Corporate 
Secretary to verify the nominee’s eligibility as a Class B Trustee. 
For purposes of the election of any Class B Trustee, the Members 
of the Corporation entitled to vote at any annual meeting (and their 
voting designees or holders of proxies) shall be as reflected on the 
books and records of the Chautauqua Institution on and as of a 
record date that is fifteen (15) (July 26, 2024) days prior to the date 
of the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other 
members. Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should request 
a Nomination Form by contacting the Secretary at srozner@chq.
org or 716-357-6246.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at 
the Saturday, August 10, 2024, Annual Corporation meeting must 
assign and complete the voter designation form which must be 
received and filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later 
than 15 days (July 26, 2024) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the 

Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner, at srozner@chq.org. Voters 
wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than July 26, 2024.

Note: All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must 
be issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact 
the Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner at srozner@chq.org.

The Barbara A. Georgescu 
Lectureship Endowment 
provides support for the 
lecture by Margaret Sulli-
van at 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater.  

Barbara Anne Georges-
cu was born in New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey. She at-
tended Rutgers Elementary 
and Preparatory Schools 
and graduated from Dou-
glass College/Rutgers 
University in 1962 where 
she received a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. Fol-
lowing graduation, Barbara 

worked as a research ana-
lyst for Young & Rubicam, 
where she met her hus-
band, Peter. They married 
in 1965. She continued her 
career as a marketing re-
search analyst at Monroe 
Mendelsohn Research.

During the ’60s and ear-
ly ’70s, Barbara joined the 
board of the Young Wom-
en’s Christian Association, 
became a community ad-
visory board member of 
WNET/Channel 13, and a 
member of the New York 
Junior League. She was 

an active member of the 
Brick Presbyterian Church, 
where she taught Sunday 
School for several years.    

In the mid-’70s, she 
moved to Amsterdam with 
her husband and son for 
three years. Upon her re-
turn to the United States, 
she worked at the Wick-
er Garden, a unique retail 
format for antique wicker 
furniture and children’s 
clothing. In 1979, the fam-
ily moved again — this time 
to Chicago for four years. 
There Barbara joined the 
Chicago Junior League and 
became a women’s board 
member of the Rush Pres-
byterian St. Luke’s Hospital 
and the Rehabilitation In-
stitute of Chicago.    

Upon returning to New 
York in 1984, Barbara joined 
the Lincoln Center Theater 
board and worked actively 
with Tony Randall on his Na-
tional Theater. She, with her 
husband, joined the board of 
A Better Chance, whose mis-
sion was to find scholarships 
for inner-city youngsters 
to attend both private and 
public high schools. Nine-
ty-three percent of their 
students go on to graduate 
from college. From 1984 to 
1999, Barbara worked close-
ly with her husband, Peter, 
who at the time was CEO 
of Young & Rubicam, de-
veloping new business and 
organizing professional and 
social events both nationally 
and internationally.  

Barbara has served on 
the board of directors and 
was vice-chairman of the 

executive committee of 
the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame in Newport. 
She received the Chair-
man’s Award for outstand-
ing board contributions in 
2003. She has been honored 
by the Episcopal Charities 
of New York at St. John the 
Divine for her outreach 
work in the city of New 
York. Barbara received the 
President’s Medal of Honor 
for her 20 years of service 
on the John Jay Foundation 
Board at the City Universi-
ty of New York.

Barbara currently sits 
on the board of the USTA 
Foundation. Its mission 
is to combine tennis and 
tutoring in after school 
programs throughout the 
United States.

Barbara is also a director 
of the Four Freedoms Park 
Conservancy, located on the 
southern tip of Roosevelt 
Island in New York City. She 
is also involved in the Cen-
tral Park Conservancy tree 
preservation committee.  

Barbara has fun in her 
role as a member of the Na-
tional Board of Review, the 
oldest film review institu-
tion in the world involved 
in assaying movies both 
domestic and foreign. She 
frequently screens over 100 
movies a year.    

A Chautauqua summer 
resident since 1998, Barbara 
was a trustee of the Institu-
tion from 2005 until 2013.  

Peter and Barbara split 
their time between New 
York City, Chautauqua and 
North Palm Beach, Florida.

Georgescu Lectureship Endowment provides for Sullivan

The Reinberger Fund for 
the Performing Arts and 
the Helen T. Logan Fund for 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra provide support 
for the performance by the 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra at 8:15 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater. 

The Reinberger Fund 

was established in the 
Chautauqua Foundation by 
an initial grant of $10,000 
from the Reinberger Foun-
dation of Cleveland in 
1990. In 1991, the Rein-
berger Foundation added 
$100,000 to expand the 
endowment fund, and in 
1995, the foundation added 

$20,000 to the fund. Clar-
ence T. Reinberger, chair of 
the Genuine Parts Compa-
ny, created the foundation 
in 1966. The foundation 
supports the arts, social 
welfare, higher education 
and medical research. 

The Helen T. Logan Fund 
was established by gener-

ous gifts from Harry and 
Kay Logan in 1988 as part of 
Chautauqua’s Overture to 
the Future Campaign. This 
fund was created to express 
the deep appreciation and 
commitment of the Logans 
to the CSO and to highlight 
its centrality to the artistic 
life of Chautauqua. 

Reinberger, Logan funds provide for tonight’s CSO

The Buffalo-Chautauqua 
Idea and Connection: Galu-
cki Family Endowment Fund 
provides support for the 12th 
annual Buffalo Day.  

Buffalo Day celebrates the 
cultural contributions made 
by Buffalo, Chautauqua, and 
the nation. The idea for Buf-
falo Day at Chautauqua was 
inspired by a Special Studies 
course Dennis Galucki taught 
in 2006 and 2007. Today, Buf-

falo residents receive an all-
day and evening gate pass 
with access to all Chautauqua 
mainstage programs.  

This year’s Buffalo Day 
program will explore racial 
equity. There will be a pan-
el of speakers at 3:30 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, and a film showing with 
talkback at 5 p.m. at Smith 
Wilkes Hall, in addition to 
mainstage programs. 

Galucki Endowment Fund 
provides for Buffalo Day

ANNOUNCEMENT

W h a t  d o  y o u  l o v e  a b o u t 
Chautauqua? Tell us! chqcom-
mongrounds@gmail.com

chqdaily.com
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Thomas Chatterton Wil-
liams took the stage Mon-
day morning in the Amphi-
theater to open this week’s 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
“Our Greatest Challenges 
(That We Can Actually Do 
Something About).”

Williams, a cultural crit-
ic and staff writer for The 
Atlantic currently based in 
Paris, is the author of mem-
oirs Self-Portrait in Black and 
White and Losing My Cool. 
He is currently a visiting pro-
fessor of humanities and a 
senior fellow at the Hannah 
Arendt Center at Bard Col-
lege. He is also a visiting fel-
low at the American Enter-
prise Institute, a Washington 
D.C.-based think tank, and a 
2022 Guggenheim fellow.

As he was drafting a sec-
tion of his forthcoming book 
Nothing Was the Same that 
dealt with the Jan. 6, 2021, 
attack on the U.S. Capitol, 
Chatterton Williams real-
ized how hard it was becom-
ing to think lucidly about the 
present moment and the re-
cent American past. 

“It’s getting harder and 
harder to remember all the 
little ways our political life 
used to be much different, 
much saner, more human in 
scale prior to the extreme 
fragmentation and accel-
eration of reality through 
technology and spectacle,” 
he said. 

That can be attributed in 
part to the pervasiveness of 
social media and the ubiqui-
ty of smartphones, he said, 
so “one of the most urgent 
tasks before us now is to re-
cord and reflect critically on 
the excesses of the not-so-
distant past and enormous 
normative shifts and chal-
lenges that the recent past 
has produced for us, so that 
we might finally achieve our 
American democracy in a 
just and lasting way,” he said. 
“We must somehow find the 
strength and stamina to 
refuse the pressure every-
where around us to balkan-
ize our lives and instead to 
engage each other as fellow 
citizens worthy of compro-
mise — not as opponents 
who need to be vanquished.” 

In order to endure difficult 
and emotional conversations 
about the social structures 
of prejudice, inequality, rac-
ism, and racial identity — as 
a way of addressing human 
diversity, poverty, policing, 
patriotism — we must step 
beyond ideological bubbles.

“A significant part of what 
makes our cultural, polit-
ical and social debates so 
extraordinarily vehement 
today, so bad-faith and, 
frankly, so unbearable is the 
increasingly nonphysical 
nature (of our discourse),” 
he said. “Although we are 
being exposed to each oth-
er’s perspectives more than 
ever before and there’s more 
speech than has ever been 
recorded and distributed 

in the history of humanity, 
we are not all sitting in the 
same room together actively 
listening, or even pretending 
to be listening, anymore.”

While the internet and 
social media form a big part 
of the conversation, they 
have completely changed 
the ways in which we work 
individually and collective-
ly, affecting the nature of 
how we engage in debates.

Chatterton Williams dis-
cussed the first summer 
of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, with ongoing protests 
against racial injustice and 
the fierce debate around 
“cancel culture” — the pen-
alty for “transgression has 
mostly decreased from 
bodily harm to reputation-
al destruction.” He point-
ed to New York Times edi-
tor James Bennet, who was 
forced to resign for publish-
ing an Op-Ed from U.S. Sen. 
Tom Cotton, in which the 
senator wrote on the “hot-
ly debated topic of how to 
establish order in American 
cities in the throes of some-
times extremely violent ri-
ots in the wake of George 
Floyd’s murder.”

“Reasonable people can 
disagree on the wisest path 
forward in times of chaos, 
but the possibility of debate 
and good-faith disagree-
ment had degraded at that 
moment to such an extent 
that Bennett’s own junior 
colleagues took to social 
media to make the extraor-
dinary claim that the very 
act of even hearing a point 
of view they disagreed with 
literally put Black people’s 
lives in danger,” said Chat-
terton Williams.

Constantly feeding “com-
peting moral and political vi-
sions” into what can be con-
sidered an Online Pressure 
Cooker collectively creates a 
segmented environment — 
that is not conducive to tran-
scending division — which has 
been highlighted by the atmo-
sphere surrounding American 
politics in the past week.

“We are daily creating 
and re-creating a public 
space that actively encour-
ages in so many little ways 
and not-so-little ways the 
deepening of all our pre-ex-
isting fault lines,” he said. “Is 
it any wonder that we have 
arrived now at this stage of 
not just symbolic but genu-
ine political violence?”

In 2020, Chatterton Wil-
liams drafted and organized a 
letter on justice and open de-
bate that was signed by more 
than 150 writers, artists and 
intellectuals of all sides of the 
political spectrum, published 
in Harper’s Magazine. 

“The letter, as it became 
known, made an extreme-
ly simple point that forever 
bears repeating,” he said. 
“Justice and freedom are in-
extricable values that, in a 
democracy, one cannot exist 
in the absence of the other.”

Chatterton Williams said 
that the letter, however di-

visive, helped bring to light 
an intolerance of opposing 
views and the societal and 
governmental tendency 
to dissolve complex issues 
into a binding moral cer-
tainty that had a restrictive 
effect on public debate.

“The way to defeat bad 
ideas is by exposure, argu-
ment and persuasion, not 
by trying to silence or wish 
them away,” he said.

The letter was framed 
as anti-Black and white su-
premacist because of the 
timing of its release, and 
the Black and other non-
white signatures — like 
Chatterton Williams’ — 
were dismissed as ironic. 

“A surprising number of 
critics argued the current 
silencing of new voices 
today is not a significant 
problem — as if inequality 
that is achieved by render-
ing everyone as insecure as 
oppressed minorities once 
were, is a desirable and 
effective vision for the fu-
ture,” he said. 

In order to achieve 
change, society can begin to 
engage in difficult debates by 
listening to and building on 
each other’s views. People 
should be applying the same 
scrutiny and skepticism to 
their own ideas as they do 
to others’ in order to identify 
their own biases, Chatterton 
Williams said. Only then can 
a conversation extend be-
yond superficiality.

“Important conversa-
tions require freedom of 
expression and even free-
dom to make mistakes,” he 
said. “We all should want 
justice, which unequivocally 

requires inclusiveness, but 
there’s no space that can 
be truly just or inclusive in 
which freedom is purpose-
fully or even informally re-
stricted. Openness is not a 
luxury or nicety. It’s a neces-
sity of a liberal society.” 

As political polarization 
grows, Chatterton Williams 
said he believes the way to 
persuade one another on 
“hard-earned and partic-
ular truths is to search for 
ways to deemphasize the 
categories attached to us” 
— categories that seem to 
divide us — which requires 
tolerance and humility. 

For Chatterton Williams, 
the idea of America’s system 
of “racial categorization” fell 
apart when encountering 
texts from Barbara Fields, 
Adrian Piper, Ralph Ellison 
and Henry Louis Gates Jr., 
who “challenged and reject-
ed the consensus position on 
racial difference that I had 
never previously understood 
could be questioned.”

“The fiction of race 
which has divided us so 
profoundly and continues 
to divide us … is a lie that 
depends entirely on our 
collective volitional real-
ity,” he said. “Ceasing to 
repeat this lie and, more 
importantly, refusing to 
believe it in the first place 
constitutes another of our 
greatest challenges.”

Chatterton Williams’ fa-
ther has only ever been de-
scribed as Black, he said, 
and due to the societal 
identity he assumed, he be-
lieved that his family’s iden-
tity would forever be made 
in his father’s image — de-

spite Chatterton Williams’ 
mother being white. After 
finding out from 23andMe 
that 59.2% of his genetic 
makeup was European, he 
began to reflect on the con-
tradictions that could imply 
about the categories soci-
ety embeds on people. 

“Growing up, I under-
stood myself to be Black; 
and yet I was also exposed 
to whiteness through a 
mother and most, though 
certainly not all, members 
of her family in non-antag-
onistic, positively nurturing 
ways,” he said. “My children, 
who are roughly one-fifth of 
West African descent, are so 
fair-haired and blonde that 
they can blend in with locals 
when we travel in Sweden.”

This has allowed Chat-
terton Williams to look at 
both the past and unwrit-
ten future of his family 
story, and the multigenera-
tional transformation it has 
gone through.

“People will always look 
different from one another 
in ways we can’t control,” he 
said. “What we can control 
is what we make of those 
differences, and how we 
endeavor to build bridges of 
understanding and commu-
nion between them.”

As long as society im-
poses racial categories and 
separates facets of human-
ity’s shared realities, Chat-
terton Williams believes 
engaging in meaningful 
conversations will be much, 
much harder to do.

“We must revisit, reas-
sess and ultimately learn to 
reaffirm our core national 
beliefs and values, which 

have been so gravely tested 
in recent years, but which 
always formed the basis of 
any enduring social prog-
ress,” he said.

In closing, Chatter-
ton Williams argued that 
Americans must trust in 
the process of “authentic 
liberalism again if we are 
ever going to make our 
multiethnic societies hos-
pitable to ourselves and 
to the future generations 
that we hope will surpass 
us.” If the American mind 
has been closed, it must be 
reopened — which brought 
him back to the question of 
challenges that we can ac-
tually do something about.

The fundamental politi-
cal unit, he said, going back 
to Aristotle, is the fami-
ly — the foundation for the 
health of a community.

“At this moment when our 
focus has so far powerfully 
shifted to the macro-level — 
to the institutions, parties, 
systems and invisible struc-
tures —  fathers and mothers, 
aunts and uncles,  big sisters 
and older brothers are going 
to have to inculcate the val-
ues, practices and habits of 
thought that prepare their 
children to make the exer-
tions necessary to heal our 
riven society,” Chatterton 
Williams said. “All of us, to-
gether, do control this at the 
micro-level. These are a few 
of the small yet crucial things, 
the slight yet profound shifts 
in attitude that we can all do 
right now that inevitably ac-
cumulate to make a powerful 
and lasting difference.”

L E C T U R E

1:00-2:30

$485,000 | Ruth Nelson

5 Roberts Ave.
2BR | 2BA

Whimsical cottage nestled in the heart of
Chautauqua, featuring extensive

upgrades completed by Mayshark Builders
in 2013. Fall in love with this magical

property in an excellent central location!

3:00-4:30

$595,000 | Ruth Nelson

90 Stoessel Ave.
3BR  | 3.5BA

Lovely option for year-round living on
the north end. Spacious home with 3

BR, 3.5 BA and a gorgeous wraparound
porch. Bonus garden level studio with

flex space for guests! 

716.357.2307  |  Visit our office 1 Morris Avenue for Real Estate Sales & Rental Information  |  www.ERATeamVP.com

REAL ESTATE OPEN HOUSES
TUESDAY, JULY 23  |  1:00-2:30  &  3:00-4:30

Welcome
TO WEEK 5 AT CHQ

Stay for a week, or for a lifetime.

Delayed Negotiation -  7/26Delayed Negotiation -  7/24

Chatterton Williams challenges audience to rethink divisive identity categories

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Thomas Chatterton Williams, staff writer at The Atlantic and visiting professor of humanities and senior fellow at the Hannah Arendt 
Center at Bard College, gives his lecture Monday in the Amphitheater.

Want to revisit your 
favorite lectures?  
Join the CHQ Assembly 
to keep up to date on 
events that take place  
at Chautauqua. 
Visit assembly.chq.org 

ASSEMBLY.CHQ.ORG
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P R O G R A M

Tu
TUESDAY
JULY 23

BUFFALO DAY

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. 
Leader: Mateo Mortellaro 
(Tibetan Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:30	 (8:30–12:30) Bestor Fresh 
Market. Bestor Plaza

8:30	 Beginner Stand Up 
Paddleboard (SUP) Class. 
Sports Club

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Baby 
Henry Meets Diablo.” The Rev. 
Kate Braestrup, chaplain, Maine 
Warden Service. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Chautauqua Science Group. 
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) 
“Climate Change: What can 
the United States, the World, 
and YOU do about it.” Kevin 
Teichman, senior science adviser, 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Hurlbut Sanctuary

9:15	 Chautauqua Speaks. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Long Dry Road 
to Three Taps.” Betty and Arty 
Salz, authors, Long Dry Road to 
Three Taps. CWC House

9:15	 (9:15-10:15) Fiber Arts Get 
Together. Smith Memorial Library

10:00	 (10-3) Sunken Treasures 
Exhibit. Oliver Archives Center

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Margaret Sullivan, journalist, 
The Guardian; executive director, 
Craig Newmark Center for 
Journalism Ethics and Security, 
Columbia Journalism School. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Fowler-Kellog Art Center 
and Strohl Art Center

12:00	 (12-2) Play CHQ with 
Chautauqua Property Owners’ 
Association. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Property Owners’ 
Association.) Banner of Homes. 
Celebrating Community: Garland 
of Houses. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 LGBTQ+ and Friends Weekly 
Discussion. “Thoughts on 
Addressing Our Greatest 
Challenges.” Bring your lunch. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Garden Room 

12:15	 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed 
by Friends of the Chautauqua 
Writers’ Center.) Moxie Gardiner, 
fiction, Virgin Snow; Carol 
Jennings, poetry, The Sustain 
Pedal. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Brown Bag Lecture. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club and Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) “We 
can actually do something about 
climate change by passing 
green amendments to state 
constitutions.” Maya van Rossum, 
Delaware riverkeeper, Delaware 
Riverkeeper Network; founder, 
National Green Amendment 
Movement. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30	 Brown Bag Lecture. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Americans and the Holocaust.” 
Daniel Greene, subject matter 
expert, U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum; adjunct professor of 
History, Northwestern University. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Presenter: 
Mateo Mortellaro (Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30	 Brown Bag: My Work in the 
World. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) Alicia McBride, Friend 
of the week (chaplain.) Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

12:30	 (12:30-2) Origami workshop with 
Carol Comstock Bussell. Smith 
Memorial Library

12:45	 (12:45-4) Sanctioned Duplicate 
Bridge. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) CWC 
House

1:00	 (1-3) Play CHQ Premium. 
DIY Puzzles. Sheldon Hall of 
Education

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Experienced players 
only. Fee. Sports Club

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

1:30	 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage Tours. 
Tickets required. Miller Cottage

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Sohrab Ahmari, founder and 
editor, Compact; contributing 
writer, The New Statesman. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 Intergenerational Climate 
Storytelling Workshop. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) Frank 
Sesno, director of strategic 
initiatives, School of Media 
and Public Affairs, George 
Washington University; founder, 
Planet Forward. Registration 
required. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall 

3:15	 School of Music. Hebrew 
Congregation Recital. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

3:15	 Social Hour at Denominational 
Houses

3:30	 Cookies and Community Care Social 
Hour. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) Quaker House, 28 Ames

3:30	 Buffalo Day Panel. Buffalo & 
Chautauqua: Advancing Racial 
Equity Panel. Amit Taneja, senior 
vice president, Chautauqua 
Institution; chief officer, Inclusion 
Diversity Equity and Accessibility. 
Hall of Philosophy and CHQ 
Assembly

3:30	 Islam 101. “Family Life and 
Women.” Khalid Rehman and 
Sabeeha Rehman. Hurlbut Church

3:30	 Hamilton Group Talk. 
(Programmed by Department of 
Religion.) Hall of Missions Great Hall

3:30	 Weekly Speaker Reception. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Pierce 
Freelon, Grammy-nominated 
artist; author, Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers: Daddy and 
Me: Side by Side and Daddy-
Daughter Day. African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

4:00	 School of Music Piano Guest 
Faculty Recital. Spencer Myer. 
Donations accepted to benefit 
the School of Music Scholarship 
Fund. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
and Family Programs.) Grow a 
Rainbow. Timothy’s Playground

4:30	 Summer Scholars at Chautauqua 
Meet-and-Greet. Bestor Plaza

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:00	 Master Series Roundtable. 
“The Presidential Election: Can 
Journalism Save Democracy?” 
Frank Sesno, director of 
strategic initiatives, School 
of Media and Public Affairs, 
George Washington University; 
founder, Planet Forward, 
Margaret Sullivan, journalist, 
The Guardian; executive director, 
Craig Newmark Center for 
Journalism Ethics and Security, 
Columbia Journalism School. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Norton Hall

5:00	 Buffalo Day Film. “The Niagara 
Movement: The Early Battle.” 
Smith Wilkes Hall

6:30	 StoryCorps Recording. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

6:30	 Labyrinth History and 
Meditation. (Programmed by the 
Department of Religion.) Bring 
gate pass. Adjacent to Turner 
Community Center.

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Dvorak 8.” 
Chia-Hsuan Lin, conductor. 
Amphitheater

• Samuel Coleridge-Taylor: Petite 
Suite de Concert, Op. 77 – 16’

• Tyzen Hsiao: The Angel from 
Formosa– 5’

• Antonín Dvorák: Symphony No. 8 
in G major, Op. 88, B. 163– 36’

8:30	 Young Adult Dance. 
(Programmed by Youth Programs 
and Activities.) Tickets at the door. 
$10. Golf Club Banquet Room

•••	 “In the Garden” opens. Through 
Aug. 21. Strohl Art Center, Main 
Galleries

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. 
Leader: Mateo Mortellaro 
(Tibetan Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:00	 Gloves-on Gardening Lessons 
with Betsy. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson and Jean Fulkerson. 
Children’s Beach 

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

W
WEDNESDAY

JULY 24

8:30	 (8:30-10:30) StoryCorps. 
“What’s Your Story?” Nancy 
Stanley, StoryCorps ambassador. 
Author’s Alcove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “The 
Satanic Algorithms.” The Rev. 
Kate Braestrup, chaplain, Maine 
Warden Service. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) “Positive 
Living.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

9:30	 U.U. Cultural Ethics Series. “Nature’s 
Scripture: Spiritually Grounding, 
Inclusively Affirming.” J.D. Stillwater, 
officer, Religious Naturalist 
Association. Hall of Philosophy

10:00	 (10-3) Sunken Treasures 
Exhibit. Oliver Archives Center

10:00	Opera Conservatory 
Masterclass. Bill Burden. 
McKnight Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randall Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Bill McKibben, founder, Third 
Act; author, The End of Nature, 
Frank Sesno, director of 
strategic initiatives, School of 
Media and Public Affairs, George 
Washington University; founder, 
Planet Forward. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind 
Colonnade

12:00	Play CHQ. Paper collaging. All 
ages. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Women in Ministry. UCC Randall 
Chapel

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15	 Panel Discussion. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua LGBTQ+ and 
Friends.) “What Does It Mean to 
Be an Ally and How to Become 
One.” Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 CLSC Young Reader Book 
Discussion. Insignificant Events 
in the Life of a Cactus, by Dusti 
Bowling. Led by Stephine Hunt, 
manager of literary arts. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua 
Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair 
for the Organ. Amphitheater

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) Quaker House

12:30	 (12:30-2:30) Shipman Garden 
History & Horticultural Tours. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Betsy Burgeson 
and Janine Obee. Tour at 12:30, 
Q-and-A at 1:30. Miller Cottage

12:45	 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about the Institution grounds at 
a guided historic tour along the 
Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 Language Hour. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
German, French, Spanish, Italian 
and more. CWC House

1:00	 (1-3) Play CHQ Premium. Wind 
Chimes. Sheldon Hall of Education 

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni Hall and 
Pioneer Hall

1:30	 School of Music Chamber 
Concert 1. Fletcher Music Hall  

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Rabbi Sharon Brous, senior 
rabbi and co-founder, IKAR. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:00	 (3–5) Opening Reception. “In 
the Garden.” Strohl Art Center

3:00	 (3–5) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

3:30	 Hamilton Group Talk. 
(Programmed by Department of 
Religion.) Hall of Missions Great Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Pierce 
Freelon, Grammy-nominated 
artist; author, Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers: Daddy and 
Me: Side by Side and Daddy-
Daughter Day. Hall of Philosophy 
and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Third Act Faith. (Programmed 
by Department of Religion.) The 
Rev. Jane Ellen Nickell, chaplain 
emerita, Allegheny College. 
United Methodist House.

3:30	 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“Vishniac.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Catholic House

4:00	 School of Music Chamber 
Concert 2. Fletcher Music Hall 

4:00	 School of Music Opera 
Conservatory Recital. Brian 
Zeger. Donations accepted to 
benefit the School of Music 
Scholarship Fund. McKnight Hall

4:00	 Play CHQ. STEM by the Water, 
Feelin’ the Beat. All ages. 
Timothy’s Playground

4:00	 School of Music Piano 
Masterclass. Spencer Myer. 
Donations accepted to benefit 
the School of Music Scholarship 
Fund. Sherwood-Marsh 101

4:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Kim Hehr (Gong Meditation.) 
Hurlbut Sanctuary

5:00	 Chautauqua Softball League . 
Sharpe Field

5:00	 CVA Visiting Artists Lecture. 
“In the Garden” Artists Gallery 
Talk. Strohl Art Center

5:00	 Masters Series Townhall. 
Bill McKibben, founder, Third 
Act; author, The End of Nature. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Norton Hall

5:00	 Gallery Talk. “In the Garden.” 
Hillary Waters Fayle, Brian 
Fleetwood, Margaret Jacobs. 
Strohl Art Center

5:00	 Chautauqua Property Owners 
Association Area Picnics. Various 
locations

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:00	 Operalogue. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Opera Company.) 
Hansel and Gretel. Smith Wilkes Hall

5:30	 Environmental Interfaith 
Service. (Programmed by 
Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) Jessica Trapasso Memorial 
Pavilion at Children’s School

6:00	 Play CHQ. Dungeons & Dragons 
game night. Hultquist 101

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

6:30	 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

6:30	 StoryCorps Recording. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

6:45	 Eventide. (Programmed by the 
Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
“Eradicating Illiteracy.” Presented 
by Cathy and Scott Lieber, co-
founders, Judith’s Reading Room. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Ballroom

7:30	 Christian Science Testimony 
Meeting. Christian Science 
Chapel

7:30	 OPERA. Hansel and Gretel. 
Chautauqua Opera Company 
Young Artists. Steven Osgood, 
conductor. Amphitheater

CANCELED

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification.  
The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:		  Sara Toth, editor 
				    stoth@chq.org 


	1_072324
	2_072324
	3_072324
	4_072324
	5_072324
	6_072324
	7_072324
	8_072324

