
When he was 6 years old, 
the Venerable Tenzin Pri-
yadarshi began having 
visions of a mysterious 
mountain peak, and of men 
with shaved heads wearing 
robes the color of sunset. 

“It was as vivid as if I were 
watching a scene from life,” 
Priyadarshi wrote in his 
2020 book, Running Toward 
Mystery: The Adventure of 
an Unconventional Life.

When he was 10 years 
old, he ran away from 
boarding school to try to 
find this place; he took a 
train to the end of its line, 
then onto a bus, going 
wherever it went. It went 
to a Buddhist monastery in 
Rajgir. Priyadarshi recog-
nized it from his visions.

The son of a 
prominent Hindu 
Brahmin family, 
Priyadarshi stayed 
on at the monas-
tery, over the years 
studying tradi-
tional Indo-Tibet-
an and Japanese 
Buddhism and 
counting among his teach-
ers His Holinesses Sakya 
Trizin and Drikung Kyabgön 
Chetsang; His Eminence 
Kushok Bakula Rinpoche 
and Samdhong Rinpoche. 
He was trained in secular 
Buddhism as well, and went 
on to receive his bachelor’s 
degree as an Integral Hon-
ors Scholar in philosophy, 
physics, and religious stud-
ies with minors in interna-

tional relations and 
Japanese. He did his 
graduate work in 
comparative philos-
ophy of religion at 
Harvard University.

“Teachers come 
and go on their own 
schedule,” Priyadar-
shi wrote in Run-

ning Toward Mystery. “I 
clearly wasn’t in charge of 
the timetable and it wasn’t 
my place to specify how a 
teacher should teach.”

That roster of teachers, 
in whatever way, shape or 
form they came, grew to in-
clude Mother Teresa, Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, and 
the Dalai Lama, who or-
dained Priyadarshi himself.

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

American Enterprise 
Institute Senior Fellow 
Timothy P. Carney is 
set to deliver a lecture 
at 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater. The 
Washington Examiner 
columnist and author 
of Family Unfriendly: How Our Culture 
Made Raising Kids Much Harder Than 
It Needs to Be plans to discuss what he 
believes is a culture unfriendly to fam-
ilies and children in the United States, 
continuing the Week Five theme: “Our 
Greatest Challenges (That We Can Actu-
ally Do Something About).”

Carney said there are two concurrent 
problems in the United States — the first 
is that Americans are having fewer chil-
dren and some are having fewer than 
they want, and the second is that, in 
Carney’s opinion, the country is facing 
an epidemic of childhood anxiety.

“My argument is that ultimately the 
problem — economics is part of it, but 
culture is the bigger part — is that we 
have a family-unfriendly culture,” he 
said. “Parenting culture is overly in-
tensive; mating and dating culture is 
broken, so people have trouble getting 
married in their 20s; and our culture’s 
values are too individualistic and mate-
rialistic. That doesn’t go well with the 
whole project of getting married and 
raising kids.”

At AEI, Carney’s work focuses on civ-
il society, family, localism and religion 
in America, among other topics. In ad-
dition to Family Unfriendly — in which 
he argues the standards for modern 
parenting are unrealistic and set both 
parents and children up for failure — 
he’s the author of  Alienated America: 
Why Some Places Thrive While Others 
Collapse, which was a Washington Post 
bestseller, and two other books on eco-
nomics and government.

The declining birth rate in the Unit-
ed States, Carney said, is the biggest 
story of the next 30 years.
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MIT Dalai Lama Center CEO, 
polymath monk Priyadarshi to 
speak on ethics, compassion for ILS

Carney to discuss 
declining birth 
rate, childhood 
anxiety in U.S. 
during lecture

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul presents a special citation honoring Chautauqua Institution on the occasion 
of the Institution’s sesquicentennial season to board chair Candace L. Maxwell and Chautauqua Institution 
President Michael E. Hill Tuesday during a private visit to the President’s Cottage.

See CARNEY, Page 4

complexity
& simplicity

CSO to perform 
Barber, Bartók, 
with American 

premiere of 
Kotev’s ‘Fateful’ 
Rhapsody No. 3

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra Principal Symphonic Conductor Rossen Milanov leads the CSO in a performance July 2 
in the Amphitheater. 

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

S et between two works that 
navigate the complexity of 
humanity is an American de-

but of work from a composer who’s 
no stranger to Chautauqua. The 
Chautauqua Symphony Orches-
tra will bring each of these pieces 
to life at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater with Principal Sym-
phonic Conductor and Music Di-
rector Rossen Milanov.

The program is composed of 
Samuel Barber’s Essay for Orches-

tra, Op. 12; Angel Kotev’s Rhapsody 
No. 3 (“Fateful”); and Béla Bartók’s 
The Miraculous Mandarin Suite. 

Barber was born in Pennsylva-
nia; his parents had the means to 
send him to Italy for the summers 
to study under Arturo Toscanini, 
one of the most acclaimed musi-
cians in the late 19th century. To-
scanini was known for interpreting 
the big, Romantic classics, which 
was exactly in Barber’s lane, and 
Toscanini took a keen interest in 
the young musician.

See CSO, Page 4
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L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

Intergenerational Climate Storytelling Workshop
Three intergenerational pairs will share their con-
versations about the world, climate change, and their 
hopes for the future today at 12:15 p.m. in Smith Wilkes 
Hall. The presentation is the culmination of Planet For-
ward founder and journalist Frank Sesno’s workshop, 
which began on Tuesday with a deep dive into inter-
viewing and asking the right questions.

School of Music news
From 1 to 5 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, stu-
dents in the School of Music Piano Program participate 
in the preliminary rounds of this year SAI Competition.

At 4 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall, students in 
the School of Music Instrumental Program present the 
third in their series of Chamber Concerts.

Norman Krieger hosts a Piano Q-and-A at 11 a.m. 
Friday in Sherwood Marsh Studio 101. Piano Program 
Guest Faculty Sara Davis Buechner will give a recital 
at 4 p.m. Friday in Fletcher; donations will be accepted 
at the door to benefit the School of Music Scholarship 
Fund. Also at 4 p.m. Friday, Ilya Kaler leads a School of 
Music Violin Masterclass in McKnight Hall.

Chautauqua Music Group news
Come one, come all at 5 p.m. Mondays to our easy-
breezy, wondrous, Chautauqua Music Group on Bestor 
Plaza, closest to Clark Brick Walk! Bring your friends 
and family, instruments, voices, a chair and any music 
you love. We had a diverse, joyous group last summer, 
including a hammer dulcimer, guitars, violins, ukuleles, 
a saxophone and more. Please join us for this totally 
enjoyable, spontaneous musical delight. Call Sue Fallon 
with questions or ideas, anytime from late morning on 
at 917-771-1166.

Chautauqua Property Owners’ Association news
CPOA and Play CHQ are hosting Pop-Up Art: Banner of 
Homes from 4 to 6 p.m. today in Miller Park. Give old 
vinyl banners new life by contributing to our commu-
nity garland. Use markers and paints to make a unique 
design reflecting what Chautauqua means to you: sail-
ing, biking, friends and family — the sky’s the limit. 

Chautauqua Opera Guild news
The Opera Guild is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
starting at 3 p.m. today at the Athenaeum Hotel. The 
silent auction will begin at 3 p.m. and the open bar will 
begin at 5 p.m. Members of the public are invited to bid 
from 3 p.m. until the start of the Gala, tickets for which 
are available for purchase at the event. The event will 
feature performances by Marianne Cornetti and Yazid 
Gray, accompanied by Mark Trawka. All proceeds will 
go to the endowment campaign. 

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra League news
Come enjoy the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra at 
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater, under the baton 
of Principal Symphonic Conductor Maestro Rossen Mi-
lanov, for the program “Barber and Bartók.” Also, learn 
about the music at David B. Levy’s Pre-Concert lecture 
at 6:45 p.m. today in Hultquist. Besides enlightening us 
on the music we will hear, Levy will interview assistant 
principal bassist Kieran Hanlon.

Chautauqua Softball League news
The Chautauqua Softball League kid’s pick up game is 
at 4:15 p.m. today on Sharpe Field for ages 5 to 13. Extra 
gloves will be available. Contact carriezachry@gmail.
com for more information.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Pulitzer winner Brooks returns to CLSC with 
latest book, to discuss untold story of 'Horse'
SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

What began as the fasci-
nating story of a legend-
ary 19th-century racehorse 
turned into a tale of art, 
science and society’s “un-
finished reckoning with 
racism,” according to Ger-
aldine Brooks.

Based on the true sto-
ry of the record-breaking 
thoroughbred Lexington, 
Brooks’ latest book, Horse: A 
Novel, is this week’s Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scien-
tific Circle selection. Horse 
— which Brooks will discuss 
and read from at 3:30 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy — weaves together 
three stories as it explores 
an enslaved groom and a 
young artist’s connection 
with the race horse in Lex-
ington 1850; their overlap 
with a New York City gal-
lery owner in 1954; and a 
Smithsonian scientist and 
art historian as they study 
the stallion’s bones in 2019.

Brooks is an Austra-
lian-American journalist 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author of nine books, in-
cluding The Secret Chord, 
Caleb’s Crossing, Year of 
Wonders and March, all 
which have been previous 
CLSC book selections. She 
won, with her husband, the 
Overseas Press Club Award 
for best coverage of the 
Gulf War in 1990, and was 
named an Officer in the 
Order of Australia in 2016. 

Horse received the 2023 
Indie Book Awards Fic-
tion prize; the 2023 Anis-
field-Wolf Book Award for 

Fiction; and was a finalist 
for the 2023 Chautauqua 
Prize. The novel was also 
one of the very first 2024 
CLSC selections chosen and 
announced during 2023’s 
Bryant Day celebration.

During Brooks’ presen-
tation today, she’ll dis-
cuss the main themes of 
the book and explore hu-
man-animal relationships 
— including what they give 
us and what we owe them. 
She said she’ll dive into so-
ciety’s unfinished reckon-
ing with racism, and high-
light the historical details 
that the story brings to life. 

When writing the novel, 
Brooks realized that there 
was plenty of information 
about Lexington — consid-
ered to be the fastest horse 
in the world for 20 years, 
and the country’s lead-
ing sire — but not nearly 
enough about the people 
responsible for his success.

“Those were mostly en-
slaved or formerly enslaved 
Black men who were highly 

skilled horsemen, and on 
whom the incredibly im-
portant — and producer of 
great wealth and prestige 
— thoroughbred industry 
rested,” she said. “So it was 
the unfunded labor of those 
men who created much of 
the industry that obsessed 
the population.”

Because those grooms 
and horsemen were en-
slaved, their lives were not 
well-documented — that 
was Brooks’ biggest chal-
lenge when researching. 
But, there was also re-
search she could conduct 
with living people.

“I relied a lot on the gen-
erosity of scientists at the 
Smithsonian, and also on 
Black friends where I live, 
who shared their contem-
porary lived experiences 
with me so I could create 
the contemporary charac-
ters,” she said. 

From the past, Brooks 
relied heavily on the work 
of contemporary Black his-

torians, who are uncover-
ing the full extent of Black 
horsemen’s contributions 
to the racehorse industry, 
including their expertise 
in animal welfare, training 
and general horse care.

“I think what was most 
interesting was the number 
of really remarkable people 
who were connected to this 
horse, (Lexington),” she said.

Brooks said she has her 
husband, the late author 
and journalist Tony Horwitz 
— himself a former CLSC 
author for his book Mid-
night Rising: John Brown 
and the Raid that Sparked 
the Civil War — to thank 
for her interest in American 
history. She simply picked 
up that love from osmosis. 
When writing Horse, she 
was very aware of the dis-
course surrounding her — 
being a white author writ-
ing about race, particularly 
historical fiction featuring 
Black characters — and had 
some reservations about 
how it would be received. 
Ultimately, she decided it 
was a story she couldn’t 
leave unwritten. 

“To have left the story of 
the Black horsemen out of 
(Lexington’s) story, would 
have been unconscionable 
— because that would have 
been erasing their enormous 
contribution, yet again, from 
the record,” she said. “I knew 
I was going to have to do the 
work, and I was just deter-
mined to do it to the best of 
my ability, and to go as far 
as I could to make sure that 
what I was writing was ac-
curate and real.”

BROOKS

Estate & Art Studio Sale

Living Room: Reclining sofa & loveseat, 2 swivel rockers, end tables, 
lamps, floor lamps, tv stand, flatscreen tv, area rug, dvd’s, vhs & dvd 
player, stereo system, bookcases, tv trays, Breyer horses & animals, 2 
Harley Brown signed & numbered prints.
Dining Room: Cherry drop leaf extension table & 6 chairs, breakfront, 
cedar chest, Wurlitzer organ & speaker with percussion, Royal Doulton 
figurines, pottery, Indian pottery, crystal including Swedish pieces, 
Swedish copper items, set of Lenox China Kingsley pattern, 62 pc Reed 
& Barton sterling silver flatware Sculpture pattern.
Bedroom: 6 pc Monitor Cherry bedroom suite, jewelry, Necchi sewing 
machine, 3 2-drawer filing cabinets.
Kitchen: Usual kitchen items, small appliances, silverware, microwave 
& cart, mid-century round table w/4 chairs, vintage Pyrex, Corningware, 
Revere Ware, Faberware, Salad Master - pots & pans, Corelle Ware & 
Noritake China, Serene Garden.
2nd Floor: Twin bed equipped, maple cabinet 5-drawer chest of drawers, 
Lane cedar chest, mirror, area rug, linens, books, women’s clothes, WWII 
Army uniform & memorabilia, baskets, antique dresser & mirror, record 
cabinet, stool & small walnut table, small vanity & bench, luggage.
Basement: 2 Cherry captains chairs, 4-drawer filing cabinet, small GE 
chest freezer, enamel top table, Whirlpool washer, Whirlpool electric 
dryer, small work bench, bar stool, LP records, cassettes, dvd’s & cd’s, 
vhs, 2 accordions, guitar, Christmas items, office items, books, small Bush 
desk, vacuums, Art Metal desk.
Workshop: Complete Shopsmith, hand tools, small power tools, miter 
saw, bench grinder, drills, sanders, skill saws, much misc.
Patio: 4-piece wrought iron patio set, lawn chairs, 5-piece cast aluminum 
table & chair set, SportRack roof top carrier, redwood planters.
Garage: Sleds, garden tools, ProForm bike, Sport Stride Treadmill, step 
ladder, Troy Built 24” snow blower, flower pots, water guns, Shop Mate.
Art Studio: Original Art Works of George Lindblad including: Pastels, 
water colors, oils, pottery & sculptures. Supplies including canvas, 
stretchers, paper, brushes, oils, pastels, easels, frames, kiln, potters wheel. 
Photography equipment including professional cameras, lighting & 
projectors, and much more! 1,000 volume library. Art & art related books 
(many rare!).
Home Care Medical Items: Invacare 2-Hoyer lifts - one hydraulic & one 
electric - battery operated, Stryker hospital bed - extra long.

1st Day Full Price • 2nd Day 30% Off • 3rd Day 50% Off
Bring help to move any items. Pictures on estatesales.net

NUMBERS AT 8:00 THURSDAY • STEVE ANDERSON  716-708-5498

28 Valleyview Ave, Jamestown, NY
Premier Sales

July 25, 26, 27
Thur 9-5, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

We have been asked to sell the complete
home furnishings & art studio of George Lindblad

ChautauquaNYHomes.com
DebbieRoweRealtor@gmail.com
1 Morris Ave., Chautauqua, NY

@ChautauquaNYHomes

Deborah “Debbie” Rowe
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

Contact me for a confidential
consultation to sell or buy at

Chautauqua.

homeIT'S GOOD TO BE

716.640.6507



In the scripture reading for the day, Jesus spoke in a 
parable to the crowd and asked: “To what can we com-
pare the Kingdom of God?” The Rev. Kate Braestrup 

said that Jesus echoed the prophet Ezekiel, that seeds 
scattered would grow and produce more seeds and keep 
expanding fruitfully like the mustard tree.

“Theology is not botany and the Kingdom of God is 
not a shrub, but the analogy (of a mustard tree) com-
pares the Kingdom of God to the process of the growth 
from seed to sprout to stalk to head, to full head to more 
seeds,” Braestrup said.

She preached at the 9:15 a.m. Wednesday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermont title 
was “The Satanic Algorithms,” and the scripture reading 
was Mark 4: 26-34.

Like many of us, Braestrup learned about algorithms 
in middle school, generally understood as “if this, then 
that; if that, then this.” 

“The term entered fully into our conversation when 
machines were ensouled with algorithms,” she said. 
“Data smaller than a mustard seed becomes greater than 
everything. It has driven us miserably crazy, and the 
world feels a few beers short of a six pack.”

Jonathan Haidt, social psychologist and author of The 
Anxious Generation, pinpointed the year 2010 as the 
time when very suddenly, something went very wrong 
— especially with adolescent girls. The rates of anxiety, 
depression and suicide suddenly shot up. The statistics 
looked like a hockey stick, going along a steady rate and 
then shooting up dramatically.

“The same thing happened to teen boys, but at a more 
gradual pace,” Braestrup said. “It was like some horrible 
virus was injected into the American blood stream. A ma-
lignant algorithm bloomed with the rise of social media.”

When Facebook and Twitter first appeared, “they were 
good for family pictures and smut,” she said. Like Paul’s 
letters to brothers and sisters in the faith in far-flung cit-
ies, or the printing press, telegraph and telephone, early 
Facebook and Twitter provided a means to keep in touch.

Then in 2009, Braestrup said, Facebook tweaked its 
delivery to allow people to like a post and to share it. 
Twitter allowed people to like and retweet a post. 

People were able to publicly endorse posts and to post 
a reaction, however unconsidered. Thus began the cul-
ture of “like, like, share, share, click, click click.”

This instant ability to post and share affected 
Braestrup’s work. She teaches a course on desk noti-
fication and family visitation. She added a slide to her 
presentation called “Racing Facebook,” because bodies 
were being recovered and the news posted on Facebook 
before the Maine Warden Service could notify the family.

“There was a man with a mental illness who got into 
a shoot-out with the police. In the 10 minutes it took us 
to get to his mother, she already knew (he was dead) and 
had seen the video,” she said.

Haidt’s research shows that people are most likely to 
share posts that trigger a strong anger reaction. “Those 

awful people,” said Braestrup. “It gives us pleasure to 
be angry at them and it is literally addictive. It is called 
‘internet dependence,’ and it increased during COVID.”

Overdependence on the internet increases people’s 
dysfunctional response to posts, Haidt said. 

“We might have a strong reaction to a newspaper 
story, but we rarely write a letter to the editor, or raise 
a flag or attend a protest,” Braestrup told the congre-
gation. “We might have a discussion with a neighbor, 
asking, ‘Did you see that story?’ That discussion might 
provide a perspective that might change our mind, be-
cause we do have open minds.”

She continued: “To like, share and click makes us im-
pervious to contradiction. ‘I click, therefore I am.’ Accu-
mulating clicks soothes the brain and makes us think we 
belong to something. The algorithm makes us believe we 
are more righteous and we get more dopamine and we 
believe that ‘those awful people’ are evil.”

Haidt wrote that the platforms that are the most mor-
alistic have the least-reflective responses. “Hearts of flesh 
are being turned into hearts of stone,” Braestrup said.

On the receiving end of these mob-mentality posts, 
individuals were driven to insanity and suicide. Businesses 
and other social institutions hurried to change any policy 
the mob did not like. There appeared to be a consensus, 
when in reality there was not. Then actual mobs appeared.

“Mark Zuckerberg is not the devil, and the decision to 
make the change in 2009 was not made with evil intent. 
The algorithm is neutral, but it now drives the Kingdom 
of Heaven and the Kingdom of Hell,” Braestrup said. 

She quoted a Latin phrase, Quos Diabolos vult perdere, 
prius dementat. “Who the Devil would destroy, he first 
makes cray-cray,” she said. 

Braestrup reminded the congregation that Diabolo 
means to throw apart, and things once joined are fling-
ing apart and vulnerable to temptation. 

James Madison, in The Federalist Papers, no. 10, wrote: 
“A zeal for different opinions concerning religion, concern-
ing government, and many other points, as well of spec-
ulation as of practice; an attachment to different leaders 
ambitiously contending for pre-eminence and power; or to 
persons of other descriptions whose fortunes have been 
interesting to the human passions, have, in turn, divided 

mankind into parties, inflamed them with mutual animos-
ity, and rendered them much more disposed to vex and 
oppress each other than to co-operate for their common 
good. So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall into 
mutual animosities, that where no substantial occasion 
presents itself, the most frivolous and fanciful distinctions 
have been sufficient to kindle their unfriendly passions and 
excite their most violent conflicts.”

Facebook and Twitter, Braestrup said, are unfriendly 
passions.

She also cited 18th-century satirist Jonathan Swift, 
who wrote that “falsehood flies, and truth comes limping 
after it, so that when men come to be undeceived, it is 
too late; the jest is over, and the tale hath had its effect: 
like a man, who hath thought of a good repartee when 
the discourse is changed, or the company parted; or like 
a physician, who hath found out an infallible medicine, 
after the patient is dead.”

Braestrup said, “True in 1710; truer in 2010, even if we 
don’t use social media.” 

Society has been permanently altered, more adversarial 
and bigoted. Social media demands we declare our loath-
ing of others, she told the congregation, and encourages 
us to believe that survival depends on conformity. What 
happens online has become our real-world social habits.

“Ours can be a discouraging world; that has always 
been what it is,” she said. “God is who God is. Diablo has 
changed the means, but the ends are the same. Our God 
is a tenacious and creative God and is the soul of this 
place. God is at work in this place and time.”

Braestrup offered some practical advice about using the 
internet. “Don’t like anything political; like the pictures of 
the grandkids. Don’t share; if you are stimulated to share, 
look around you, read widely, have a conversation with 
‘those awful people.’ Maybe your mind will be changed.”

She continued: “Trust God and trust that God is at 
work, as well. We have free will, humility and stubborn 
love. Discuss, don’t react. Love, don’t like. Teach your 
children to show up and help. Have faith. Hold fast. And 
all the trees of the field will know that God is God.”

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, Ph.D., five-year companion of 
Sammi the Stabyhoun therapy dog, presided. Melissa Spas, 
vice president for religion at Chautauqua, read the scrip-
ture. The prelude was “Allegetto grazioso,” from Symphony 
No. 8, by Antonin Dvořák, transcribed for organ by Joshua 
Stafford, director of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist. Stafford played the prelude on the 
Massey Memorial Organ. The Motet Choir had the day 
off in honor of “Hump Day” — the middle day marking the 
halfway point of the summer season. The anthem, “God is 
a God,” by Wendell Whalum, was sung by Roger Chard, ac-
companied by Maurita Holland on the piano. The postlude 
was “Fugue in D Major, BWV 532,” by Johann Sebastian 
Bach, played on the Massey Organ by Stafford. Support 
for this week’s chaplaincy and services is provided by the 
Jackson-Carnahan Memorial Chaplaincy and the John 
William Tyrell Endowment for Religion.
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R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

The same algorithm builds heaven and hell, says Braestrup

Baptist House
Vespers is at 7:30 p.m. tonight 
at the Baptist House, where-
in there will be a devotional 
conversation based on Mat-
thew 25:1-13 titled “Prepar-
ing Ourselves to be a part of 
God’s change in this World.” 

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing takes place at 10:15 
a.m. weekday mornings in the 
Randell Chapel of the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters located on Odland Pla-
za. This is an opportunity for 
quiet in our very busy sched-
ule here at Chautauqua.

Chabad Jewish House
Esther Vilenkin hosts “Tast-
ing & Exploring Shabbat 
Cuisine – Challah” at 9:15 
a.m. today at the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House. Rab-
bi Zalman Vilenkin leads a 
Business Ethics class at 9:15 
a.m. on Friday at the ZCJH, 
focusing on common busi-
ness ethical issues using the 
Talmud, Maimonides, Code 
of Jewish law and other Jew-
ish Sources as a guide. The 
Miriam Gurary Challah Bak-
ing Series runs from 12:15 to 1 
p.m. Friday at ZCJH. There is 
a Community Shabbat Din-
ner at 6:45 p.m. Friday at the 
ZCJH. RSVP at www.cocweb.
org/shabbat-dinners. There 
is a $45 fee. 

Rabbi Vilenkin will lead the 
Shabbat Service at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday. Join us for a free 
lunch at our Lunch’n’Learn: 
Ethics of Our Fathers at 12:30 
p.m. Saturday in the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House, led by 
the Vilenkins.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. on weekdays in 
the Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd. There will 
be a Catholic seminar at 12:45 
p.m. today in the Methodist 
House Chapel. The Rev. Paul 
Milanowski, senior priest and 
peace activist of the Diocese 

of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
will present “An Odyssey of 
Life and Hope.” There will be 
a Catholic seminar at 12:45 
p.m. Friday in the Method-
ist House Chapel. Maureen 
Rovegno, past director of 
the Chautauqua Institution 
Department of Religion, will 
present “Moments of Grace.”

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
Mateo Mortellaro leads Ti-
betan Buddhism medita-
tion from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. 
weekdays in the Presbyte-
rian House Chapel. Mortel-
laro will lead another Tibet-
an Buddhism meditation at 
12:30 p.m. today at the Hall of 
Missions. Start the morning 
with “Movement and Medi-
tation with Monte” from 8:15 
to 8:45 a.m. Friday in the Hall 
of Philosophy Grove. Join our 
Centering Prayer at 7:15 a.m. 
Saturday in the Hall of Philos-
ophy, led by Carol McKiernan.

Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering which 
takes place from 8:55 to 9 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove. The all-faith prayer is 
led by a different denomina-
tion each week, and prayer 
handouts are distributed dai-
ly. All are welcome.

Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 for reflec-
tion and prayer. One may 
study this week’s Bible lesson, 
read our current and archived 
copies of Christian Science 
periodicals, including The 
Christian Science Monitor, 
and use our computer-based 
church resources.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in 
the chapel.

Everett Jewish Life Center
Rabbi Sharon Brous, co-
founder of IKAR, is lead-
ing the lecture “Remaining 
Openhearted In Anguished 
Times: A Community Con-
versation” at 12:30 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, co-sponsored with the 
Hebrew Congregation.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation
There is a special lecture 
with Rabbi Sharon Brous, 
founding rabbi of IKAR, Los 
Angeles, and author of The 
Amen Effect: Ancient Wisdom 
to Mend Our Broken Hearts 
and World, at 12:30 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy 
on “Remaining Openheart-
ed in Anguished Times: A 
Community Conversation,” 
co-sponsored by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center. Join us for 
Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcoming 
the Shabbat from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Friday at Miller Park, led by 
Cantor Roy Einhorn, cantor 
emeritus at Temple Israel in 
Boston, and Cantor Jodi Su-
frin, cantor emerita at Tem-
ple Beth Elohim in Wellesley, 
Pennsylvania. This will be 
followed by Shabbat’zza at 6 
p.m. in Miller Park. Pizza will 
be provided, but feel free to 
bring your own beverage and 
a vegetarian side dish or des-
sert to share. If there’s rain, 
there will be no Shabbat’zza. 

Torah Study: Today’s To-
rah for Today’s Times is at 

9:45 a.m. Saturday morning 
in Hurlbut Church before 
our Shabbat Morning Ser-
vice. The Service is at 10:15 
a.m. Saturday in Hurlbut, led 
by Einhorn and Sufrin with 
Josh Stafford, organist, and 
the Chautauqua Motet Choir. 
Kiddush lunch to follow.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church
If you’re looking for a quiet 
and lovely place to rest, pray 
or ponder, we invite you to 
come and sit in the Sanc-
tuary. It can be accessed 
through the doors on Scott 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday. If you’re 
thirsty or have an empty wa-
ter bottle, Hurlbut Commu-
nity Church and the Hebrew 
Congregation offer a bot-
tle-filling fountain just in-
side the “long-walk” door off 
Pratt. Enjoy.

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone is invited. The 
church serves lunch from 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. week-
days and dinner from 5 to 7 
p.m. Thursdays at Hurlbut 
Church. All proceeds benefit 
the mission and ministries 
of the Hurlbut Church. Meals 
are eat-in or takeout.

International Order of The 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck Chap-
el on Pratt is open for prayer 
and meditation from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. daily. Please stop in 
and sign the register. During 
days of inclement weather, 
the chapel will be closed.

Islamic Community
An introduction to Jumu’ah 
Muslim prayer will begin at 
12:30 p.m. Friday in the Hall 
of Christ Sanctuary. Jumu’ah 
Prayer Service will follow at 
1:05 p.m. 

Labyrinth
The Chautauqua Labyrinth, 
which is open at any time, is 
located next to Turner Com-
munity Center. It is accessible 
through the Turner building, 
or through the Turner park-
ing lot, if arriving via Route 
394. Bus and tram services 
are available to Turner. Re-
member your gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Lisa Frauens pre-
sides at 7 p.m. Vespers to-
night at the Lutheran House. 
Ms. Rhonda Callard will 
serve as accompanist. The 
Lutheran House hosts Chau-
tauqua Dialogues at 12:30 
p.m. Friday. We are located 
on the brick walk at the cor-
ner of Peck and Clark.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invited 
for coffee, tea, hot chocolate, 
and lemonade following the 
morning worship service and 
preceding the 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture each weekday morning 
on the porch.

The Annual Meeting of the 
Presbyterian Association is at 
4 p.m. today in the Presbyte-

rian Chapel.
The Rev. Candace Whit-

man leads an open discus-
sion on the topic “Belief in 
the Bible” at Vespers from 
7 to 7:45 p.m. today in the 
House Chapel.

Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)
Alicia McBride, friend of the 
week (Chaplain), will lead the 
Brown Bag “Quaker Perspec-
tives on the Weekly Theme” at 
12:30 p.m. today in the Quak-
er House, 28 Ames.

United Church of Christ
The service of Blessing and 
Healing is held at 10 a.m. 
weekdays in Randell Chapel. 

United Methodist
At 7 p.m. tonight in the Unit-
ed Methodist House, the Rev. 
Jay Parkins is leading Pastor 
in the Parlor with the top-
ic “West Virginia: My Home 
Among the Hills.” Swing by 
the United Methodist House 
around 10 p.m. Friday during 
or after the evening Amphi-
theater event and have some 
free, fresh-popped popcorn. 
Join the all-ages crowd — all 
are welcome! 

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday in 
the Hall of Missions.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF



Essay for Orchestra, Milan-
ov said, is “certainly for the 
people who appreciate one of 
the features in your classical 
music that has a calming and 
sort of a pastoral effect. It’s a 
beautiful piece that one could 
even meditate on.”

Tonight will be Rhapsody 

No. 3’s American debut.
Kotev has been visiting 

Chautauqua for about six 
years and is the father of 
CSO second violinist Liana 
Kirvan. Kotev was born in 
1951 in Bulgaria and many of 
his compositions have been 
performed and recorded by 
the Bulgarian National Radio 
Symphonic Orchestra

“It’s a real treat for us to 

have a composer that is go-
ing to be present in the audi-
ence,” Milanov said.

Bartók was born in Hun-
gary (present day Romania) 
and lived at the same time 
as Barber — “so we’re repre-
senting two opposite trends 
of the music in the time,” 
Milanov said. 

Bartók, by the age of 4, was 
able to play 40 pieces on the 
piano; in his later years he 

used Hungarian folk music 
to create a distinct musical 
style, synthesized with mod-
ernism and classicism. 

“What his contribution to 
the entire history of music is, 
first of all, very organically, 
using the folk music and the 
laws that get discovered in 
these tools that he recorded 
himself, and at the same time 
combining them with the lat-
est avant garde, particularly 

in the area of rhythm,” Mila-
nov said.  “That is something 
that the audience is going to 
hear right away.”

The piece is one of Milan-
ov’s favorites; he appreciates 
the music was meant to “un-
fold without any expectations 
or law. It doesn’t fit in any box; 
It has almost an improvisato-
ry quality about it.”

CSO Fellow Pedro Mendez 
finds Bartók’s music profound 
— there’s a simplicity to it, he 
said, but great depth.

Mendez is both a violist 
and violinist — before he was 
even born, his mom found a 
violin at a garage sale, guar-
anteeing his gift in a literal 
and metaphorical sense. He 
and violinist Diego Diaz, who 
is also in this year’s CSO Fel-
low cohort, grew up together 
in Venezuela. Both musicians 
went through El Sistema, a 
publicly financed music-ed-
ucation program, and both 
went on to perform in Chi-
cago Sinfonietta, as many 
El Sistema alum do. Mendez 

credits El Sistema with de-
veloping the social aspect of 
the kids’ lives and creating 
lifelong bonds — on top of the 
free lessons and instruments.

In the United States, Men-
dez felt like he had to start 
from scratch, but remembers 
a teacher telling him, “this in-
strument, this violin, is your 
passport, so this should be-
come your motive to fight. 
Just go for your dreams.” 

Previously a professor 
and director of the Academia 
Latinoamerica de Violín and 
a violin teacher at the Vicen-
te Emilio Sojo Conservatory, 
Mendez first became a teach-
er at the age of 15, teaching 
other kids at El Sistema.

“Teaching is an art. When 
you teach, you can get to 
know not only about music, 
but you can get to know a lot 
of different personalities from 
each person,” he said. “You 
can read people from the first 
moment because you have a 
connection and you can learn 
from them. You don’t have 
to be in the same rhythm of 
learning  (as others).”
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“It’s going to have effects on 
our workforce. It’s going to 
have effects on our neighbor-
hoods, and it really reflects a 
cultural sickness that’s going 
to have all sorts of other neg-
ative effects,” he said. “I think 
this is the greatest problem 
facing the U.S.”

Carney added that he be-
lieves there are examples 
— both domestically and in-
ternationally — of cultures 
that give children more 
independence and agency 
without what he views as 
oversurveillance.

“I think we can do some-
thing about our culture, be-
cause we see that there are 
some cultures and some 
subcultures that are fami-
ly-friendly,” he said.

He said he hopes to high-
light obstacles to parenting 
and raising children in the 
current culture of the United 
States in a way that remains 
positive and optimistic, and 
then offer ideas about how to 
shift this culture to be more 
family-friendly.

“(These obstacles are 
some that) people either 
might not notice, or might 
have thought it was just 
them who were experiencing 
it,” Carney said. “Ultimate-
ly, I think a huge part of the 
problem with our culture is 
a lack of hope, a lack of opti-
mism, and I’m trying to over-
come that. … I would feel like 
I was a success if people left 
my lecture feeling actually 
more optimistic and hopeful 
about the future.”

CARNEY
FROM PAGE 1

UPSCALE HOME SALE
JULY 26-28 ONLY

Many items available

Antiques, slightly used furniture and furnishings, Many tools, table saw, 
shop vac, loveseats, ottomans, tables, chests, mini fridge, HP printer,

end tables, table lamps, double antique bed, more. 

Not a junk sale; nice furnishings 212 Van Buren St., Jamestown

Reasonable offers accepted

Now, Priyadarshi — an inno-
vative thinker, philosopher 
and polymath monk — is 
president and CEO of the 
Dalai Lama Center for Ethics 
and Transformative Values at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

It is this sweeping array of 
experience that will inform 
Priyadarshi’s presentation 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy, part of the Week 
Five Interfaith Lecture Series 
theme of “Spiritual Ground-
ing for Social Change.”

At the Dalai Lama Center 
— founded in honor of the 
14th Dalai Lama and his call 
for a holistic education that 
includes the development of 
human and global ethics — 
Priyadarshi oversees a mis-
sion that’s dedicated to in-
quiry, dialogue and education 
on the ethical and humane 
dimensions of life. In its mis-
sion statement, the center 

describes itself as a “think-
and-do tank,” dedicated to 
working across disciplines 
to examine meaningfulness 
and moral purpose between 
individuals, organizations, 
and societies.

It’s a simple but auda-
cious idea, Priyadarshi told 
The Daily Guardian in 2020, 
of “nurturing and promot-
ing ethical imagination in 
our world.” 

“Ethical imagination im-
plies that we need more criti-
cal thinking and tools to learn 
about ethics and compassion 
in our education system, gov-
ernance system and financial 
system,” he said. “Therefore, 
much of our work and pro-
grams are directed towards 
this direction to recognize 
the relevance of promoting 
such learnings and tools. We 
have been focusing on de-
veloping innovative tools and 
innovative programs in pro-
moting conversations around 
ethical learning.”

PRIYADARSHI
FROM PAGE 1

CSO
FROM PAGE 1

HOCHUL JOINS HILL FOR ONE-ON-ONE BEFORE RECEPTION
DAVE MUNCH /
PHOTO EDITOR

New York Gov.
Kathy Hochul talks 
with Chauatuqua 
Institutition 
President Michael 
E. Hill Tuesday 
on the porch of 
the President’s 
Cottage. Hochul 
and Hill sat for a 
private discussion 
before moving 
to a reception 
with members 
of Institution 
leadership and 
trustees.

WIFI
The network is called 
“CHQ Guest” and is 
available throughout the 
Institution grounds. 

 » on the grounds
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Essay No. 1 for 
Orchestra, Op. 12		
Samuel Barber
Samuel Barber was born 
in West Chester, Pennsyl-
vania, on March 9, 1910, 
and died in New York City 
on Jan. 23, 1981. One of the 
most honored and frequent-
ly performed of American 
composers, he contributed 
significantly to the reperto-
ries of opera, choral, song, 
solo piano, chamber and 
symphonic music. His tonal 
idiom and intense lyricism 
continue to endear him to 
audiences. His Adagio for 
Strings (1936, original-
ly the second movement of 
his string quartet) has be-
come the popular choice 
when America wishes to 
give musical voice to its 
public mourning. The First 
Essay for Orchestra was 
composed in 1937-8 at the 
request of the great Italian 
conductor Arturo Toscanini 
and received its first per-
formance along with the 
Adagio for Strings on Nov. 
5, 1938, in New York City 
with Toscanini conducting 
the NBC Symphony Orches-
tra. Barber would go on to 
pen two further Essays for 
Orchestra, in 1942 and 1978 
respectively. The 8-min-
ute-long work is dedicated 
“To C.E.” The score calls for 
two flutes, two oboes, two 
clarinets, two bassoons, 
four horns, three trumpets, 
three trombones and tuba, 
timpani, piano and strings.

When interviewed in 
1971 about his music, Sam-
uel Barber said that “when 
I write an abstract pia-
no sonata or a concerto, I 
write what I feel. I’m not a 
self-conscious composer. 
... It is said that I have no 
style at all but that doesn’t 
matter. I just go on doing, 
as they say, my thing. I be-
lieve this takes a certain 
courage.” In the challeng-
ing years of the 20th cen-
tury when a tonal idiom 
in serious music fought to 
hold its own against the 
tide of atonality, serialism 
and abstract objectivity, 
such a self-justification 
may have been necessary. 
Today, it would seem, the 
need for such an apologia 
has passed. Barber’s music 
continues to hold its place 
— which grows more hon-
ored as the years pass — in 
the repertory of the con-
cert world. His Adagio for 
Strings has even crossed 
that boundary, making its 
way into the consciousness 
of popular culture.

If Barber’s most signif-
icant contributions re-
side in the vocal reperto-
ry, this is understandable 
as he was the nephew of a 
singer (Louise Homer) and 
received training in sing-
ing, along with piano and 
composition, at the Curtis 
Institute of Music in Phila-

delphia. But this lyrical gift 
found its way time and time 
again in his instrumental 
music. The Essay No. 1 for 
Orchestra, Op. 12 (1937-8) 
is no exception. The Italian 
maestro Arturo Toscanini 
consulted Artur Rodzins-
ki in the summer of 1937 
about finding a piece by an 
American composer to be 
performed during the first 
season of the NBC Sym-
phony Orchestra. Rodzins-
ki suggested Barber. Upon 
receiving the news, Bar-
ber immediately set about 
writing his new work, call-
ing it Essay for Orchestra 
and sending it for Toscani-
ni’s approval. When Barber 
did not receive a reply, he 
was understandably disap-
pointed. That next summer, 
Gian-Carlo Menotti visited 
Toscanini at his summer 
home on Lake Maggiore 
without Barber joining him, 
thinking that his Essay had 
been rejected. Toscanini 
assured Menotti that he not 
only planned to perform 
it, but was going to pair it 
with the Adagio for Strings 
on the same concert. Both 
works became immediate-
ly popular, although the 
Essay’s success ultimately 
paled in comparison to that 
of the Adagio.

The short work be-
gins with a melancholy 
theme played by the violas 
and which is taken up by 
the rest of the orchestra, 
building to a climax. The 
next section is quicker and 
lighter in spirit, with the 
opening theme appearing 
in the background at first, 
but soon making its way to 
the foreground. The music 
soon subsides, recalling its 
opening elegiac mood. 

Rhapsody No. 3 (‘Fateful’)
Angel Kotev
Composer Angel Kotev was 
born on Sept. 15, 1951, in So-
fia, Bulgaria. He graduated 
in 1977 from the Bulgarian 
State Conservatory (now 
The State Musical Academy 
“Pancho Vladigerov”) with 
a major in composition un-
der the tutelage of Alexander 
Raychev. Kotev has written 
music in various genres — 
symphonic, ballet, chamber, 
vocal, film, children’s, elec-
tro and acoustic. Most of 
his symphonic compositions 
have been performed and 
recorded by the Symphonic 
Orchestra of the Bulgarian 
National Radio. His Rhap-
sody No. 1 — “The Bulgarian 
Rhapsody,” was composed by 
the request of the American  
conductor Jung Ho Pack for 
the California Youth Sym-
phony Orchestra and per-
formed in a series of concerts 
in 1997 in the United States. 
His Rhapsody No. 3, titled 
“Fateful,” was composed in 
2001 and was first performed 
and recorded the next year by 
the Bulgarian National Ra-

dio Symphony Orchestra un-
der the direction of Nayden 
Todorov. Kotev’s daughter, 
Liana Koteva Kirvan, is a 
member of the violin section 
of the Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra.

Rhapsody No. 3 is scored 
for piccolo, two flutes, two 
oboes, two clarinets, two 
bassoons, four horns, three 
trumpets, three trombones, 
tuba, timpani, percussion, 
harp and strings.

Angel Kotev’s Rhapso-
dy No. 3 lives up to its title, 
“Fateful.” A dramatic com-
position lasting approxi-
mately 18 minutes, the work 
is a tour de force of orches-
tral energy. According to 
the composer’s own notes:

“Rhapsody as a genre 
implies the use of thematic 
material based on folklore. 
One of the characteristic 
features of Bulgarian (mu-
sic) is the use of unequal and 
(asymmetric meters, such 
as) 5/8, 7/8, and 9/8. The 
author also uses of intona-
tion to give a characteris-
tic national sonority to the 
music, which (otherwise) 
follows the traditions of 
modern symphonic music. 
(Kotev) defines himself as 
a traditionalist who strives 
to preserve the basic build-
ing structural-determining 
elements such as melody, 
harmony, rhythm, musical 
form, etc. (Applying) these 
creative tasks were the 
challenge in the creation of 
Rhapsody No. 3.”

Suite from ‘The Miraculous 
Mandarin,’ op. 19 (Sz. 73) 
Béla Bartók
One of the seminal figures 
of 20th-century music, Béla 
Bartók was born in Nagysz-
entmiklós, Hungary (now 
Sînnicolau Mare, Romania), 
on March 25, 1881, and died 
in New York City on Sept. 
26, 1945. In addition to his 
brilliant career as a com-
poser, Bartók also was an 
important ethnomusicolo-
gist and pianist. His music 
is most strongly rooted in 
Eastern European folk idi-
oms, merged with the mod-
ernisms of Debussy, Stra-
vinsky and Schoenberg and 
the disciplined structure of 
Johann Sebastian Bach. His 
one-act pantomime based 
on a scenario by Menyhèrt 
Lengyel, The Miraculous 
Mandarin (A csodálatos 
mandarin, was composed 

in 1918-19 and orchestrated 
in 1923. He revised the work 
twice, in 1924 and 1926-31. 
The pantomime was first 
performed in the Stadtthe-
ater in Cologne on Nov. 27, 
1926. The orchestral suite 
excerpted from the original 
received its premiere in Bu-
dapest on Oct. 15, 1928, con-
ducted by Ernst Dohnányi. 
It still remains better 
known and more frequently 
performed than the orig-
inal stage work. The Suite 
is scored for three flutes 
(second and third doubling 
piccolo), three oboes (third 
doubling English horn), 
three clarinets (second dou-
bling E-flat and third dou-
bling bass clarinet), three 
bassoons (third doubling 
contrabassoon), four horns, 
three trumpets, three trom-
bones, tuba, timpani, per-
cussion, celesta, harp, pia-
no, organ and strings.

Three important works 
for the stage occupied 
Bartók’s attention between 
the years 1911 and 1919. The 
first of these was his only 
opera, Duke Bluebeard’s 
Castle (1911, rev. 1912 and 
1918), while the second was 
a ballet titled The Wooden 
Prince (1914-16, orchestrat-
ed 1916-17). His third effort 
was the one-act panto-
mime based on a scenario 
by Menyhèrt Lengyel called 
The Miraculous Manda-
rin (A csodálatos manda-
rin, 1918-19; orchestrated 
1923, rev. 1924, 1926-31). 
The period that witnessed 
the composition of these 
extraordinary pieces was 
a particularly turbulent 
time in the history of Eu-
rope, and most especially 
for Bartók’s Hungary.  The 
years leading up to this 
decade had seen the com-
poser, along with his fellow 
countryman Zoltan Kodály, 
systematically collecting 
and analyzing the myriad 
folk melodies of Eastern 
Europe. Having accom-
plished this, Bartók was 
seeking to expand his per-
sonal compositional voice 
and technique, a voice that 
now was firmly rooted 
in his native soil. He was 
keenly aware of the revo-
lutionary developments of 
modern music that were 
being nurtured in Paris and 
Vienna, but he had not yet 
succeeded in staking his 
own claim to international 
fame. The Miraculous Man-

darin, with its shocking 
story, was not going to be 
the vehicle by which this 
fame would be obtained — 
at least not in those days. In 
this work, however, Bartók 
came as close as anyone 
could to bridging the gap 
between the expressionist 
ideals of Schoenberg and 
his circle with the colorful 
innovations of Debussy and 
Stravinsky in Paris.

A performance in Hun-
gary was impossible, as the 
subject matter of the work 
was found objectionable. 
When it was performed 
in the Stadttheater in Co-
logne, officials of that city 
forbade any further perfor-
mances, and the conductor, 
Szenkár, was chastised by 
the city council for his role 
in its premiere. Only after 
World War II has this work 
been regularly performed 
in its original conception 
and been fully recognized 
as the masterpiece that it is.

The infamous scenario 
unfolds as follows:

A young woman is forced 
by three impecunious 
thugs into standing by a 
barroom window in order 
to seduce passers-by into 
being mugged. The hubbub 
of the squalid urban setting 
is evoked by a rapid and vi-
olent orchestral introduc-
tion. As the curtain rises, 
the thugs are desperately 
searching for money. Find-
ing none, the girl is unwill-
ingly pressed into service, 
and the solo clarinet inau-
gurates the first of her se-
ductive games ( jeu de se-
duction or Lockspiel). The 
first victim is a shabby old 
man who makes awkward 
gestures of affection to-
ward the girl, depicted by 
trombone glissandos. The 
three thugs, finding the 
old man to be penniless, 
unceremoniously send him 
on his way. The girl begins 
a second seduction game, 
this time enticing a shy, but 
equally poor, young man.  
She dances with him, but 
the thugs interrupt and 
dispense with him as he is 
useless to them.

The third seductive game 
now attracts the frightening 
apparition of the mandarin, 
whose music in the trom-
bones and tuba bears an 
unmistakable oriental fla-
vor. The mandarin’s impla-
cable visage at first fright-
ens and repulses the girl, 
who flees from him.  The 
thugs coax her to approach 
the mandarin, who sits 
down and remains motion-

less, all the while fixing his 
icy gaze upon her. The girl 
performs an erotic dance 
that grows ever passionate. 
Only the mandarin’s eyes 
reveal his inner desire, until 
the girl lands in his lap and 
he attempts to embrace her. 
She struggles free from his 
arms and he chases wildly 
after her to the strains of a 
vigorous fugal episode.

This is the point at which 
the composer interpo-
lates a concert ending for 
the suite. What is left un-
revealed, however, is the 
dénouement of the original 
pantomime, in which the 
mandarin finally overtakes 
the girl, at which point the 
thugs attack him and rob 
him of all his possessions.  
Now the mandarin becomes 
truly miraculous. The thugs 
try to smother him, and, re-
fusing to die, the mandarin 
is run through with a rusty 
old sword. But the manda-
rin’s desire for the girl will 
not permit him to die. Even 
hanging him from a chan-
delier fails to undo him. 
The thugs cut him down, 
and the girl takes him into 
her arms. Only then can his 
wounds bleed and can he 
expire.  Thus, in a strange 
twist on the romantic 
theme of Love/Death, the 
pantomime ends.

The Miraculous Mandarin 
is a brilliantly scored com-
position for large orchestra. 
Bartók, because of its initial 
rejection, as well as that of 
his other dramatic works 
from that important decade, 
may have experienced frus-
tration. But history has been 
a kinder judge. Although 
the composer never again 
wrote music for the dramat-
ic stage, the experience that 
he gained from works like 
The Miraculous Mandarin 
was to serve him well in his 
subsequent compositional 
efforts. It would not be long 
before Bartók would assume 
his rightful place as a genu-
ine 20th-century master.

David B. Levy is professor 
emeritus of music at Wake 
Forest University. He holds 
a doctorate in musicology 
from the University of Roch-
ester and remains actively 
involved in scholarly pur-
suits. His primary focus has 
been on the music of Ludwig 
van Beethoven, about which 
he has published numerous 
articles and a book, Bee-
thoven’s Ninth Symphony, 
published by Yale Univer-
sity Press. He will give a 
Pre-Concert Lecture at 6:45 
p.m. tonight in Hultquist 101.

SYMPHONY NOTES
BY DAVID B. LEV Y

On Bestor Plaza

C H A U T A U Q U A  I N S T I T U T I O N

chautauquabookstore.com 716.357.2151

CHQ Pop Socket
Available Now
$13.95

Alongside our books,  
we also carry a  
wide selection of CHQ-
themed clothing and 
souvenirs. There are 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, 
stationery, umbrellas, 
magnets, stickers, etc. 

Open daily, 8 a.m.–8 p.m. during the season;  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. the rest of the year.

C H AU TAU QUA 
B O O K S T O R E
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TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206
ANNOUNCEMENT

W h a t  d o  y o u  l o v e  a b o u t 
Chautauqua? Tell us! chqcom-
mongrounds@gmail.com

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 10, 2024
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 10, 2024, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation will review 
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to 
serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to 
the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s audited financial 
statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/board-of-
trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee must 
be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be identified in 
writing to the Secretary of Chautauqua Institution not more than thirty 
(30) (July 10, 2024)  and not less than fifteen (15) (July 26, 2024) days in 
advance of the scheduled date (i.e., the annual meeting of the Members 
of the Corporation) for their election to provide the Secretary with 
sufficient time to ensure that each such nominee is eligible for election 
as a Class B Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the 
compliance by the nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements 
of the Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New 
York State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and to make adequate 
arrangements for the time-consuming logistics associated with 
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B Trustee at 
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation. To be placed 
on the ballot for election, each nominee for the position of Class B 
Trustee must submit to the Corporate Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time on the third (3rd) business day after a request by the Corporate 
Secretary, any and all documents and related information reasonably 
requested by the Corporate Secretary to verify the nominee’s eligibility 
as a Class B Trustee. For purposes of the election of any Class B 
Trustee, the Members of the Corporation entitled to vote at any annual 
meeting (and their voting designees or holders of proxies) shall be as 
reflected on the books and records of the Chautauqua Institution on 
and as of a record date that is fifteen (15) (July 26, 2024) days prior to 
the date of the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other members. 
Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should request a Nomination 
Form by contacting the Secretary at srozner@chq.org or 716-357-
6246.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the 
Saturday, August 10, 2024, Annual Corporation meeting must assign 
and complete the voter designation form which must be received and 
filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later than 15 days (July 
26, 2024) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the 

Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner, at srozner@chq.org. Voters 
wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than July 26, 2024.

Note: All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be 
issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the 
Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner at srozner@chq.org.

Wadsworth Lectureship supports Carney’s talk

Gartner Endowment 
supports Priyadarshi

Benson CLSC Endowment 
provides support for Brooks

Williamson Fund, Newman Endowment provide for CSO

The John M. Wadsworth 
Lectureship on Free Market 
and Libertarian Principles 
supports Timothy P. Car-
ney’s lecture at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater. 

John M. Wadsworth, a 
prominent Buffalo psychi-
atrist, passed away in 2014. 
Upon his death, through 
gifts from his estate and 
contributions from his fam-

ily, the John M. Wadsworth 
Lectureship on Free Market 
and Libertarian Principles 
was established.   

Beginning in 1983, John 
spent his summers enjoy-
ing all that Chautauqua of-
fers and immersing himself 
in this community with his 
wife, Linda, who passed 
away in 2018. With an avid 
love for travel, tennis and 

the performing arts, the 
couple was happy to make 
Chautauqua one of their re-
current destinations. The 
Wadsworths, who for many 
years held property off the 
grounds, had been long-time 
supporters of the Chautau-
qua Opera Company, with 
John having served on the 
board of the Chautauqua 
Opera Guild. John was also 

deeply involved in the Buffa-
lo community, having served 
on the boards of several 
institutions, including the 
Child and Adolescent Clinic, 
People Inc., and the Greater 
Buffalo Opera Company. He 
was the chair of the local 
Libertarian Party, a reflec-
tion of his long-held views 
of government incursion on 
the rights of individuals.

The Dent and Joan William-
son Fund for the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra and the 
Frances and George Newman 
Endowment for the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orchestra 
provide support for the CSO’s 
performance at 8:15 p.m. to-
night in the Amphitheater.  

The Dent and Joan Wil-
liamson Fund for the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra was established by Dent 
and Joan Williamson in 2008 
through outright gifts to the 
Chautauqua Foundation for 
the purpose of enhancing 
the work of the CSO. Dent, 
a longtime flutist with the 
CSO, retired in 2002 after 
35 years of playing in the 
ensemble. He joined the 

CSO as second flute in 1968. 
Throughout his tenure, he 
served in many capacities, 
including the orchestra 
committee and as the CSO’s 
librarian, a position he held 
from 1981 until his retire-
ment. He received his bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
from the New England Con-
servatory of Music. Later he 
earned his Doctor of Mu-
sical Arts from the Combs 
College of Music in Philadel-
phia. Before joining the CSO, 
he played with organizations 
as varied as the San Antonio 
Symphony, the Boston Pops, 
the Martha Graham Dance 
Company and the Radio City 
Music Hall orchestra. In June 
2000, he retired from his 

position as associate pro-
fessor of music at The Col-
lege of New Jersey (formerly 
Trenton State College). He 
passed away in 2020. 

Joan Williamson is also a 
retired musician and is also 
retired from the staff of 
TCNJ library. A graduate of 
Indiana University School of 
Music in Bloomington, Joan 
played one season as the 
regular second bassoonist 
with the CSO and frequently 
thereafter as a substitute or 
extra player. Dent and Joan 
are the parents of Andrew 
and Lesley, who both served 
as Amp sweepers while 
growing up. Lesley also 
served the Institution for 
several years in the archives 
department and as the lec-
ture coordinator for the De-
partment of Education. 

The Newman Endow-
ment was established by 
gifts from the Newmans’ 
sons, Laurence and Jerrold, 
and other family members. 

The Newman family first 
came to Chautauqua in the 
summer of 1969. Starting 
in the 1980s, Frances and 
George Newman came to 
Chautauqua every summer 
and stayed on Judson. They 
were both teachers and 
counselors with the New 
York City Board of Educa-
tion. Each year, Frances and 
George looked forward to 
their summer in Chautau-
qua. They were both lovers 
of the CSO. George attended 
almost every presentation 
in the Hall of Philosophy 
and loved questioning the 
presenters. Each summer, 
France and George enjoyed 
visits from their sons, their 
spouses, and their grand-
children, Rosie and Mark 
and triplets Daniel, Jason 
and Scott. Eventually, their 
sons purchased a house 
on Wiley. George Newman 
passed away in June 2013 
and Frances passed away in 
January 2016.

The Stephen and Edith 
Benson CLSC Endowment 
supports today’s program 
with author Geraldine 
Brooks at 3:30 p.m. in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

The Stephen and Edith 
Benson CLSC Endowment 
was created by the Bensons to 
benefit the Chautauqua Liter-
ary and Scientific Circle. The 
Benson family began coming 
to Chautauqua in 1975.

Stephen attended Au-
gustana College in Illinois 
and married Edith in 1965. 
He began his career at In-
ternational Harvester Com-

pany, which took the family 
around the world. In 1974, 
he left International Har-
vester to become a Wen-
dy’s franchisee, opening the 
first Wendy’s restaurants in 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
New Jersey. The family sub-
sequently moved to North 
Carolina and founded Morn-
ingstar Storage, growing the 
business to eventually be-
come the 10th-largest stor-
age company in the country.  

Stephen passed away in 
2020. Edith and the Ben-
son family continue to enjoy 
Chautauqua.

Joseph and Anna Gartner En-
dowment Fund provide sup-
port for the Interfaith Lec-
ture by the Venerable Tenzin 
Priyadarshi at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy. 

The Joseph and Anna 
Gartner Endowment Fund 

was established by the 
Gartners’ grandchildren, 
current Chautauquans, to 
foster understanding, re-
spect, and tolerance among 
people of diverse cultural, 
religious and ethnic na-
tional backgrounds.
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L E C T U R E

LAUGH ALL DAY AT COMEDY’S GREATEST HITS!

® NYSDED

Join us at the award-winning National Comedy Center — the “Cooperstown of Comedy” — for non-stop 
laughter. It’s an interactive playground for the entire family, showcasing comedy’s greatest hits. Take an 
immersive journey through the world of comedy: put yourself in classic TV and movie scenes, perform 
Comedy Karaoke, explore our interactive Comedy Continuum wall and much more. Laugh all day in our 
immersive museum, named the “Best New Museum” in the country. The story of comedy lives here.

P R E S E N T E D  BY

LIVE IN
JAMESTOWN NY

Plan Your Visit at ComedyCenter.org
716.484.2222  |  203 W. 2nd Street, Jamestown, NY
Open Thurs – Tues 10 am – 5 pm; Closed Wednesdays

named one of the

“25 Top Family
Weekend
Getaways

in the U.S.”

NICOLE BYER
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1

NATE BARGATZE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3

JEFF ROSS
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2

PLUS: LATE NIGHT COMEDY - FREE BLOCK PARTIES 
LIVE MUSIC - FAMILY COMEDY - MUSEUM TOURS 

LUCY LEGACY EVENTS - LUCY TRIVIA 
TROPICANA EVENTS - AND MORE! SCAN HERE FOR TICKETS

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
COMEDYCENTER.ORG/FESTIVAL
OR CALL 716.484.2222 TO PURCHASE TICKETS

Across Generations: McKibben, Sesno discuss power of stories to effect change

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Environmentalist Bill McKibben, left, and journalist Frank Sesno discusses the importance of  
connecting older, younger generations in climate fight Wednesday in the Amphitheater.

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

Last Sunday was the hot-
test day ever recorded on 
Earth, according to average 
temperatures reported by 
networked thermometers 
placed all across the globe. 
The records only go back 
200 years or so, but scien-
tists at the Copernicus Cli-
mate Change Service, which 
oversees the thermometer 
network, are “quite confident 
that Sunday was the hottest 
day in the last 125,000 years,” 
said Bill McKibben — at least.

And, at least, Sunday was 
the hottest day on record, 
until … Monday.

“We’re living through 
sadly historic times, which 
gives the conversation and 
the work that we’re all doing 
a certain special piquancy 
and urgency,” McKibben said 
Wednesday morning in the 
Amphitheater, diving into 
his conversation with Frank 
Sesno, an Emmy Award-win-
ning journalist and admin-
istrator at George Wash-
ington University, where he 
created Planet Forward, a 
multi-platform media proj-
ect focused on climate sto-
rytelling from the next gen-
eration of journalists. 

McKibben, an author and 
environmentalist, is the 
founder of Third Act, which 
organizes people over the age 
of 60 for action on climate 
and justice. The two men, 
working with two different 
generations on a shared goal, 
spent their portion of the 
Week Five morning lecture 
series in conversation about 
how they’re working to con-
nect generations through 
stories in order to effect real 
climate action. Sesno, former 
White House correspondent 
for CNN,  said he left full-
time journalism because he 
wanted to invest in the fu-
ture. His formula for that 
was, essentially, “take media, 
plant it at a university, en-
gage young people, tap into 
the knowledge that faculty 
and researchers and schol-
ars are doing as they search 
for new knowledge,” and give 
that work the attention typi-
cal media isn’t able to do.

“What if we could motivate 
young people to tap into their 
imagination and their creativ-
ity to connect it with fact and 
knowledge to build narratives 
from across the world where 
they come from and focus on 
the ideas, the innovations, the 
research to actually move the 
planet forward?,” he said. “We 
know a lot about the doom 
and gloom stuff out there and 
it can be overwhelming. … But 
there are so many people do-
ing so many interesting, ex-
citing things. What if we tell 
their stories?”

At George Washington, 
Sesno is working with the 
next generation of environ-
mental communicators; at 
Third Act, McKibben is work-
ing with older folks. Together, 
Sesno said, they’re “working 
with book ends of genera-
tions that can knit together 
to boom, make change.”

McKibben pointed to the 
“extraordinary amount of 
leadership” coming from 
young people in the climate 
fight. When his organization 
350.org started its fossil fuel 
divestment campaign, much 
of that work was happen-
ing on college campuses. 
Those students graduated, 
but wanted to keep going — 
thus, the Sunrise Movement 
was born. That movement 
led to the Green New Deal, 
which eventually became 
the Inflation Reduction Act.

Unique among political 
problems, climate change 
comes with a time lim-
it. There simply isn’t time 
for younger generations to 
grow up, assume roles of 
power, and save the day.

“That’s why we started 
Third Act, because if you’ve 
reached the age when you 
have hair coming out your 
ears, then you have structural 
power coming out your ears, 
too,” McKibben said. “There 
are 70 million Americans over 
the age of 60. That’s the pop-

ulation of France. We have 
most of the money, 70% of the 
financial assets in this coun-
try, and we punch above our 
weight because we all vote. 
There is no known way to 
stop old people from voting.”

If young people want to 
take on Washington or Wall 
Street, they’re going to need 
old people — the genera-
tions rooted in moments of 
“extraordinary social and 
cultural and political trans-
formation,” McKibben said — 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
Earth Day, Roe v. Wade, the 
Voting Rights Act, the Clean 
Air Act. The list went on.

A year ago, Third Act 
held sit-ins at 100 banks in 
100 cities. McKibben was 
in Washington D.C. when 
Third Act shut down, for one 
afternoon, the four biggest 
lenders to the fossil fuel in-
dustry: Citi, Chase, Wells 
Fargo and Bank of America. 
It’s important work, and it’s 
work that “people our age, I 
think, are uniquely equipped 
to do. If you’re 19, an arrest 
record might not be the best 
thing for your resume, but at 
a certain point what the hell 
are they going to do to you?”

At George Washington 
and Planet Forward, Sesno is 
engaging networks of young 
people who want to act. The 
project is connected with 
three dozen colleges and 
universities, with student 
correspondents reporting 
all across the country.

“What we are trying to do 
is prompt them, encourage 
them, incentivize them to go 
and find out what’s happen-
ing in the community,” Ses-
no said. “Talk to leaders, find 
those people who are mak-
ing change, however they’re 
making change, through 
new ideas, new technolo-
gies, new actions.”

The students then take 
those new understandings, 
bolster it with data, and pro-
duce a narrative — print, au-
dio, visual, or any other plat-
form there is.

Sesno puts a thought 
experiment before his stu-
dents; he calls it the Grand-
ma Game. He asks each 
class, who in this room has 
the oldest grandmother? 
78 years old? 98 years old? 
Then, he asks, “If you live to 
your grandma’s age, what 
year is that?” For a college 
student born in 2002, that 
year is 2100. In that time, he 
asks them: “What you are 
going to see and experience 
and how are you going to be 
a change agent in that?”

There is a generation-
al torch being passed, he 
said — Kamala Harris is 20 
years younger than Donald 
Trump, and is the first Gen 
X presidential candidate. J.D. 
Vance is the first millennial 
vice presidential candidate. 
The November election, 
McKibben said, is a critical 
one for the future of climate 
action. There’s a huge eco-
nomic ​​toll of climate change, 
and it has a disproportionate 
impact on regions that con-
tributed minimally to the 
problem. These are difficult, 
grief- and anxiety-produc-
ing stories, he said, but there 
are also powerful, interest-
ing stories to tell. In the last 
10 years, renewable energy 
has become so affordable 
that “we now live on a planet 
where the cheapest way to 
produce power is to point a 
sheet of glass at the sun. ... 

There is an almost-mirac-
ulous possibility that in the 
lifetimes of the people in this 
Amphitheater, we could stop 
combustion on this planet. 
That would be a new story 
of almost unbelievable grace 
and beauty and power.”

It would take an enormous 
amount of work, McKibben 
said, in part because not ev-
eryone on the planet is work-
ing in good faith — the fossil 
fuel industry, in fact, is “doing 
absolutely everything it can 
to prevent us from doing it, to 
slow down that transition.”

He understands why 
young people may be sad and 
cynical — and not just cyni-
cal, Sesno countered, but an-
gry, outraged and motivated. 
They know this is a challenge 
we can do something about, 
he said. But the question is, 
are we doing it fast enough?

“The greatest story we’ve 
got is the story of the plan-
et,” he said. “The tension, 
the mystery, the suspense at 
the center is, can we move 
quickly enough? So far, the 
answer is ‘no,’ by the way.”

Eight years ago, the Inter-
governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change reported that 
to stay on track with the Paris 
Agreement, global emissions 
must be halved by 2030. As the 
timeline tightens, the work 
becomes more urgent. McK-
ibben highlighted California, 
which boasts the fifth-largest 
economy in the world, which 
significantly reduced its reli-
ance on natural gas by rapidly 
expanding its renewable en-
ergy infrastructure. However, 
he also pointed to New York 
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s move last 
month to put an indefinite 
pause on congestion pricing 
in New York City —  “because 
there was some pressure 
coming from suburban car 
drivers,” McKibben said. “We 
can’t have that anymore. We 
need courage on every front.”

The stakes are high, he 
said; the United Nations esti-
mates that on its current tra-
jectory, climate change will 
produce between 1 and 3 bil-
lion climate refugees in the 
coming decades. Imagine the 
politics, he said — and that’s 
not even considering the fu-
ture state of public health or 
agriculture. Americans must 
stop acting individually and 
start leveraging the power 
of collective movements to 
produce change. That’s com-
plicated, Sesno said, but not 
impossible.

“If we’re going to get this 
done, we’ve got to start and 
do better at talking past our 
own thoughts and past peo-
ple who think as we do,” he 
said. “How do we engage 
people in a more direct way?”

Sesno thinks that that is 
through stories. A few years 
ago, a fourth-generation 
Maryland farmer came to 
speak to Sesno’s students. 
The farmer worried about his 
finances but, more impor-
tantly, he worried about rain.

“He talked about rain, 
and how rains have come 
differently now than when 
he was a young man,” Ses-
no said. “... (He talked about 
how) the rains in the spring, 
especially, were long, soak-
ing rains, and now, more and 
more there are these delug-
es that wash off the topsoil, 
wash off the seed, and what 
a challenge that is.”

The farmer never said the 
words “climate change.” 

“We can talk about these 

things in ways that can 
reach people who  may be 
resistant to some of these 
terms,” Sesno said. “I think 
we need to do more and bet-
ter of that, too.”

As older people, McKibben 
said, “one of the useful things 
we possess is a kind of base-
line sense of how the world 
is changing.” With Sesno’s In-
tergenerational Climate Sto-
rytelling Workshop this week, 
he said he’s seeing both gen-
erations learn and listen from 
the other. Parents and grand-
parents are sharing personal 
stories about their lives, how 
they’ve seen the world and 
the planet change; younger 
counterparts are sharing, in 
turn, what they’re hearing, 
seeing and thinking about the 
their future.

“How do we give hope 
to a new generation, to un-
derstand the love and the 
inspiration that can come 
from the next generation?,” 
Sesno asked. 

To love a person who will 
be alive in the 22nd centu-

ry, McKibben said, “takes 
things that seem abstract-
ly important and makes it 
concretely important,” but 
it’s important to understand 
how hard it is to be a young 
person in 2024.

“You really feel like the 
generations in front of 
you got most of the cream 
skimmed off the milk,” he 
said, “that most of the good 
stuff came our way, and 
you’re left holding the bag. 
… That’s really tough, but it’s 
much easier if people don’t 
feel abandoned or deserted.”

McKibben has demon-
strated with young people, 
and he can “tell what a relief it 
was for people to not feel like 
they’ve been left entirely on 
their own to figure this out.” 
Young people, he said, need 
to see their elders “getting 
outside your comfort zone, 
doing something, anything 
together that’s difficult, that 
takes you places where you 
haven’t been before because 
obviously we need to go 
places we haven’t been be-

fore. What we’ve done so far 
hasn’t been enough.”

Intergenerational con-
nection, Sesno said, cre-
ates a sense of “lived histo-
ry in context.”

“One of the things that’s 
part of the human experience 
and that you will experience 
as a young person — because 
yes, you give me hope, but 
I’m not dumping that on you 
— is that you now inherit the 
human mantle,” he said. “... 
It’s ever been easy.” 

These issues have become 
more and more personal to 
people, even in just the last 
five years, Sesno said. Now, 
half the students in his class-
es talk about first-hand expe-
riences with climate change: 
wildfires in California, rising 
sea levels in Florida.

“This has become person-
al for many people, not just 
young people — for all of us,” 
he said. “This is entering a 
new place in our politics and 
our culture and that, I hope, 
augurs well for more stories 
and more action.”
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THURSDAY

JULY 25

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30	 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Kate 
Mayberry. Massey & Hawthorne

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. 
Leader: Mateo Mortellaro 
(Tibetan Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:30	 Gentle Stretch Stand Up 
Paddleboard (SUP) Class. 
Sports Club

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “How 
You Practice Is How You Play.” 
The Rev. Kate Braestrup, 
chaplain, Maine Warden Service. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Tasting and Exploring Shabbat 
Cuisine—Challah.” Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:00	 (10-3) Sunken Treasures 
Exhibit. Oliver Archives Center

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Timothy P. Carney, author, Family 
Unfriendly: How Our Culture Made 
Raising Kids Much Harder Than It 
Needs To Be. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center

11:00	 (11–1) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

12:00	 Play CHQ. Play Back in Time. 
Butterfly Garden

12:15	 Intergenerational Climate 
Storytelling Workshop. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) Frank 
Sesno, director of strategic 
initiatives, School of Media and 
Public Affairs, George Washington 
University; founder, Planet 
Forward. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 Book Review. (Programmed by the 
Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
The Secret Life of a Lake, by Peter 
Tobiessen, presented by Doug 
Conroe. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:30	 Master Series Masterclass. “So 
You Want to Publish an Op-Ed.” 
Sohrab Ahmari, founding editor, 
Compact; contributing editor, The 
Catholic Herald; columnist, First 
Things. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Ballroom 

12:30 	Lecture. (Sponsored by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center and Hebrew 
Congregation of Chautauqua.) 
“Remaining Openhearted In 
Anguished Times: A Community 
Conversation.” Rabbi Sharon 
Brous, senior rabbi and co-
founder, IKAR. Hall of Philosophy

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Presenter: 
Mateo Mortellaro (Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30	 Brown Bag: Quaker Perspectives 
on the Weekly Theme. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Alicia McBride, Friend of the 
week (chaplain.) Quaker House, 
28 Ames 

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “An 
Odyssey of Life and Hope.” The 
Rev. Paul Milanowski, senior 
priest and peace activist, Diocese 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Play CHQ Premium. Tie-Dye. Fee. 
Bestor Plaza

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 POWR Topics of Interest. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Property Owners’ Association.) 
Presbyterian House

1:00	 School of Music Piano SAI 
Competition: Preliminary 
Round. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

1:00	 Workshop with Brian Fleetwood, 
jewelry artist. Strohl Art Center

1:30	 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage Tours. 
(Tickets required.) Miller Cottage

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

1:30	 School of Music Chamber 
Concert 3. Fletcher Music Hall

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
The Venerable Tenzin Priyadarshi, 
president and CEO, The Dalai Lama 
Center for Ethics and Transformative 
Values, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly 

3:30	 Hamilton Group Talk. 
(Programmed by Department of 
Religion.) Hall of Missions Great Hall

3:30	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Geraldine 
Brooks, author, Horse. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) Baptist House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

4:00	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) African 
American Heritage House, 40 Scott

4:00	 School of Music Chamber 
Concert 3. Fletcher Music Hall

4:00	 Play CHQ with Chautauqua 
Property Owners’ Association. 
Banner of Houses. Miller Park

4:15	 Twan’s Thursday Bird Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Twan 
Leenders, ecological restoration 
manager, Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy. Pier Building

4:30	 150 Forward Strategic Plan 
Information Session. Michael Hill, 
president, Chautauqua Institution, 
Candy Maxwell, chair, Chautauqua 
Institution Board of Trustees. On 
Zoom, register at zoom.chq.org

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:30	 (5:30-6:30) Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Other Dementias Caregiver 
Support Group. Turner Community 
Center, Room 105

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Disciples of Christ House

6:45	 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center 101

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Barber and 
Bartók” Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra with Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Amphitheater

	 • Samuel Barber: Essay for 
Orchestra, Op. 12 – 8’

	 • Angel Kotev: Rhapsody No. 3 
(‘Fateful’) – 18’

	 • Béla Bartók: The Miraculous 
Mandarin Suite – 20’ 

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. 
Leader: Mateo Mortellaro 
(Tibetan Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

F
FRIDAY

JULY 26

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Temptation...and Ours.” The Rev. 
Kate Braestrup, chaplain, Maine 
Warden Service. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:00	 (10-3) Sunken Treasures 
Exhibit. Oliver Archives Center

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Chico Tillmon, executive director, 
Community Violence Intervention 
Leadership Academy, University of 
Chicago Crime Lab. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center

11:00	 School of Music Piano Q-and-A. 
Norman Krieger. Sherwood-
Marsh Studio 101

11:00	 (11-8) Food Tents and Trucks at 
Bestor Plaza. Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Porch

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Betsy’s Garden Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of garden and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Oval 
Garden behind Amphitheater

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Jumu’ah Prayer Service will 
follow. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “Moments 
of Grace.” Maureen Rovegno, 
former director, Department of 
Religion, Chautauqua Institution. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Olympic Opening Ceremony. 
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

1:00	 Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.) African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Poetry Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Kaitlin B. Curtice, poet-
storyteller and public speaker. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“Alienated America: How the 
collapse of community created 
an epidemic of loneliness and 
poisoned our politics.” Timothy P. 
Carney, senior political columnist, 
Washington Examiner; senior 
fellow, American Enterprise 
Institute. (Registration required. 
$49. Visit tickets.chq.org.) Smith 
Wilkes Hall

3:30	 Hamilton Group Talk. 
(Programmed by Department of 
Religion.) Hall of Missions Great Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) U.U. House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Panel. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “Climate Change and 
Resiliency—How one community 
is mitigating the effects of 
climate change.” Sherri Mason, 
sustainability coordinator, Penn 
State Behrend; working group 
member, Group of Experts on 
the Scientific Aspects of Marine 
Environmental Protection, 
Jenny Thompkins, campaign 
manager, Clean Water Advocacy, 
PennFuture, Andy Abramczyk, 
senior vice president, Erie 
Insurance. Hall of Philosophy

4:00	 School of Music Piano Guest 
Faculty Recital. Sara Davis 
Buechner. Donations accepted 
to benefit the School of Music 
Scholarship Fund. Fletcher Music 
Hall

4:00	 School of Music Violin 
Masterclass. Ilya Kaler. 
McKnight Hall

4:30	 Takeout Dinner. Farmer Brown’s 
BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Fee. CWC House

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” Roy 
Einhorn, cantor emeritus, Temple 
Israel, Boston, Massachusetts, Jodi 
Sufrin, cantor emerita, Temple Beth 
Elohim, Wellesley, Massachusetts. 
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your own 
beverage, salad or dessert to share. 
If rain, service at Smith Wilkes Hall 
and no Shabbat’zza. Miller Park

5:00	 Chautauqua Softball League 
Make Up Games. Sharpe Field

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

6:00	 (6-9) StoryCorps Slam. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

6:30	 Summer Scholars at 
Chautauqua—Final Presentations. 
Hall of Philosophy.

6:45	 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) RSVP required. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

7:00	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd.

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Boyz 
II Men. Amphitheater

CANCELED

CANCELED

CANCELED
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