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CURTICETILLMON

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

A community-based activist 
recognized several times by 
President Joe Biden, Chico 
Tillmon oversees the na-
tion’s first community vio-
lence intervention program 
working with leaders on 
the ground in marginalized 
communities — leaders who 
then go on to affect positive 
change through the skills 
they develop.

Tillmon is lecturing at 
10:45 a.m. today in the Am-
phitheater, closing the week’s 
theme of “Our Greatest Chal-
lenges (That We Can Actually 
Do Something About).” 

Tillmon is currently the 
executive director of the 
Community Violence Inter-
vention Leadership Acad-
emy at the University of 
Chicago Crime Lab. He was 
previously executive direc-
tor of READI Chicago — a 
Heartland Alliance initia-
tive that provides employ-
ment combined with cogni-
tive behavioral therapy and 
skill-building to those at the 
highest risk for gun violence 
— and YMCA of Metro Chi-
cago’s Youth Safety and Vio-
lence Prevention programs. 

Tillmon grew up on the 
westside of Chicago, and 
brings both his life expe-
rience and career experi-
ence to his work as a lead-
ing national consultant and 
training facilitator on vio-
lence prevention, reentry, 
and nonprofit work.

His Chicago neighbor-
hood of Austin is “a commu-
nity that’s vulnerable, disin-
vested and has been plagued 
with violence over the last 
half a century,” he said.

Tillmon has been sys-
tem-impacted himself; when 
he was released from prison, 
he “wanted to do something 
to change the conditions in 
our community.” He leverag-
es relationships built while 
he was incarcerated, in ad-
dition to the relationships 
he has in his community, to 
impact further change.

CVI director 
Tillmon, 
leading voice 
in violence 
intervention, 
talks work in 
communities

Indigenous, 
interfaith 
advocate 
Curtice 
closes week 
on social 
change

See TILLMON, Page 4

SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

T he road for R&B vocal legends Boyz 
II Men leads them to the grounds for 
the first time this evening, making 
their Chautauqua debut at 8:15 p.m. 

tonight in the Amphitheater. 
Known for their emotional ballads, vocal 

arrangements and smooth harmonies, the 
Grammy Award-winning group has been 
charming audiences for more than 30 years, 
even before their debut album, Cooleyhigh-
harmony, released in 1991. Formed in Phila-
delphia, Boyz II Men initially gained recog-
nition by performing at local talent shows 

and events and quickly established them-
selves in the R&B world after meeting Mi-
chael Bivins — member of R&B group New 
Editions — who went on to become their 
manager and helped launch their career. 

The group was first formed when Michael 
McCary, Wanyá Morris and Shawn Stockman 
joined Nathan Morris and Marc Nelson, who 
had been singing together in high school un-
der the name of Unique Attractions. How-
ever, Nelson left the group before its debut 
and Boyz II Men continued as a quartet until 
2003 when McCary left due to complications 
with multiple sclerosis.

See BOYZ II MEN, Page 4

FOR THE

FIRST TIME

LIVE IN CONCERT
ONE NIGHT ONLY
R&B LEGENDS
TONIGHT IN
CHAUTAUQUA’S
OUTDOOR
AMPHITHEATER

Grammy Award winners, R&B superstars 
Boyz II Men to make Chautauqua debut

Award-winning author, 
poet-storyteller and ac-
tivist Kaitlin B. Curtice is 
an enrolled citizen of the 
Potawatomi nation who 
writes on the intersections 
of spirituality and identi-
ty — and how that inter-
section shifts throughout 
life. Growing up on Indian 
Territory and in New Mex-
ico, “our sanctuary was the 
outdoors,” Curtice wrote 
for “On Being.”

“But over time, I lost 
that magic,” she wrote. “I 
stopped hearing the voic-
es of a created world and 
instead heard voices of 
rules and lessons on how 
to be productive instead of 
imaginative. I lost myself.”

People transform over 
the course of their life’s 
seasons; in her essay for 
“On Being,” Curtice detailed 
a hike, 40 minutes outside 
of Atlanta, with her family; 
“in that space,” she wrote, 
“my ancestors came flood-
ing into my memory.” It was 
a slow, steady unfolding, 
“an invitation that seemed 
there waiting for me.”

“Every step I took in that 
moment brought me closer, 
both to their voices and to 
the voices of the dirt, the 
trees, the grass, a place 
that held memories not of 
my tribe, but of the Musk-
ogee Creek people who 
were driven off this land in 
their own experience with 
forced assimilation,” she 
wrote. “That blood memory 
continues to pulse through 
my veins — memories, sto-
ries, language seeping into 
my everyday experiences.”

As an inter-spiritual ad-
vocate, Curtice participates 
in conversations on top-
ics like colonialism in faith 
communities and the im-
portance of interfaith re-
lationships. She’ll close the 
Interfaith Lecture Series 
Week Five theme of “Spir-
itual Grounding for Social 
Change” at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

See CURTICE, Page 4
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N E W S

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is in-
tended to provide space for announcements from Insti-
tution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is 
featured that day in a story, it should not be repeated in 
the Briefly column. Submit information to Maia Caleca in 
the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide the name of the 
organization, time and place of meeting and one contact 
person’s name with a phone number. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
four days before publication.

Carney to present 3:30 p.m. Masterclass
Thursday Amphitheater lecturer Timothy P. Carney 
will present a Masterclass as part of the 2024 Chau-
tauqua Masters Series at 3:30 p.m. today in Smith Wil-
kes Hall, with an opportunity for direct engagement 
by audience members. The session is titled “Alienated 
America: How the collapse of community created an 
epidemic of loneliness and poisoned our politics.” At-
tendees can register for this session at tickets.chq.org, 
and registrations will also be taken at the door on a 
space-available basis.

Climate change panel discussion
Week Five presenting sponsor Erie Insurance, in part-
nership with the Chautauqua Climate Change Initiative, 
presents a panel discussion on “Climate Change and 
Resiliency: How One Community is Mitigating the Ef-
fects of Climate Change” at 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy. Speakers include Sherri Mason, sustain-
ability coordinator Penn State Behrend and working 
group member of the Group of Experts on the Scientif-
ic Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection; Jenny 
Tompkins, campaign manager of Clean Water Advocacy 
at PennFuture; and Andy Abramczyk, senior vice presi-
dent of Erie Insurance. 

Shared Spaces Safety workshops
Join the Safety and Security team for an open house 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday at Hultquist 101. Dan Burden 
and Chautauquan Cara Seiderman from Dan Burden 
Consultants will lead consensus-building activities to 
inform our roadmap for how to design streets, create 
and update operations procedures, and improve com-
munications and outreach on safety and security in our 
shared space. This will be followed by a presentation 
and workshop from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday in Hul-
tquist 101. Anyone interested in participating in Sun-
day’s workshop may email Wade Haubert at whaubert@
chq.org for details.

School of Music news
At 11 a.m. today in Sherwood Marsh Studio 101, Norman 
Krieger hosts a Piano Q-and-A. 

Piano Program Guest Faculty Sara Davis Buechner 
will give a recital at 4 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall; 
donations will be accepted at the door to benefit the 
School of Music Scholarship Fund. Also at 4 p.m. Friday, 
Ilya Kaler leads a School of Music Violin Masterclass in 
McKnight Hall.

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Join us for informal critiques of one page of prose or po-
etry at 1:15 p.m. on Fridays in the Garden Room on the 
first floor of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. This 
event is facilitated by a published author. Bring 10 copies.

Stop the Bleed Course
There will be a free Stop the Bleed course and a 
Hands-Only CPR class at 3:30 p.m. today in the Chau-
tauqua Firehouse classroom. Walk-ins welcomed. For 
additional information, call 941-716-1729. 

Sports Club and Softball League news
The Boots vs. Badges Softball game is at 5 p.m. tomor-
row on Sharpe Field. Cheer on your firemen and security 
officers! Fireman’s Auxiliary will be grilling hot dogs and 
hamburgers for sale. Proceeds benefit the Chautauqua 
Volunteer Fire Department. Expect more fun after the 
5-inning game. 

Make-up games will be held at 5 and 6:30 p.m. today 
on Sharpe Field. 

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique runs from noon to 2 p.m. today behind 
the Colonnade. There is beginner-friendly Mah Jongg 
from 1 to 3 p.m. today at the CWC House. This week’s 
Friday Night takeout is Farmer Brown’s BBQ Pulled Pork 
Dinner, available from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. today at the 
CWC House. Pre-order only on the CWC website. 

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library will host Stonework Play by 
Diana Suskind from noon to 2 p.m. Saturday outside the 
library. Stop by to tell your story using nature. All ages 
welcome. (Rain location is inside the library.)

CLSC Class of 2012 news
The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class of 
2021 will hold its annual meeting at 1:30 p.m. on Aug. 5 
in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Dining Room. 
Meet the readers from your graduation class again. 
Business will be conducted, new officers will be elect-
ed, and ideas for future activities will be discussed. Your 
suggestions for good reads are welcome.

SOLD-OUT OPERA GUILD GALA RAISES FUNDS TOWARD 
$3 MILLION ENDOWMENT GOAL

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Opera Company alumni Yazid Gray, baritone, joined by internationally acclaimed mezzo-soprano Marianne Cornetti and 
Mark Trawka on piano, performs to a sold-out Chautauqua Opera Guild Gala Thursday in the Athenaeum Hotel Parlor. The event — 
which included both a live and silent auction, in addition to the performances from Gray and Cornetti — served as a celebration of 
the Opera Guild’s 50th anniversary, and a massive boost to the Guild’s fundraising efforts, launched this summer, to raise $3 million 
in opera endowment funds at Chautauqua. The Guild’s support, following the announcement last summer of significant budget cuts 
and shifts in the programmatic model for opera, has already secured the production of Hansel and Gretel Wednesday night in the 
Amphitheater, and enabled this summer’s triple-bill of chamber operas, Love and Longing by the Lake, which itself included two world 
premieres celebrating the Institution’s sesquicentennial. If the Guild’s $3 million goal is met, it will ensure that Chautauqua Opera 
can continue producing at least one fully staged opera, in addition to new opera workshops, each season. For more information, visit 
giving.chq.org/opera-guild-endowment.

On X: @chqdaily
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SARA TOTH
EDITOR

Timothy P. Carney remem-
bers his and his wife’s first 
day as parents, of “feeling 
overwhelmed by the bur-
den of love that we felt.” It 
was 2006, and the mater-
nity ward was overflow-
ing — the Carneys and 
their first child were in a 
makeshift nursery in the 
hallway, that’s how many 
babies were being born. 
This wasn’t just the case 
in Washington D.C., but all 
over the country. It seemed 
like “everybody had a baby 
in 2006, and then the next 
year it went even higher.”

“2007 saw the greatest 
number of births in U.S. 
history and people were 
calling it a baby boom,” 
Carney said Thursday 
morning in the Amphithe-
ater, the fourth installment 
of the Week Five Chautau-
qua Lecture Series theme 
“Our Greatest Challenges 
(That We Can Actually Do 
Something About).”

But after that highwater 
mark, the number of Amer-
ican babies born has de-
clined “basically every sin-
gle year … from 4.3 million 
babies down to fewer than 
3.6 million babies,” said 
Carney, senior fellow at the 
American Enterprise In-
stitute and author of Fam-
ily Unfriendly: How Our 
Culture Made Raising Kids 
Much Harder Than It Needs 
to Be. He pointed to a chart, 
with a red line that indicat-
ed what demographers call 
the replacement level — a 
total fertility rate of 2.1 — 
which means the popula-
tion will remain stable.

“We jumped above (2.1 
in 2006 and 2007),” Carney 
said. “We’ve now fallen way 
below it,” with the U.S. total 
fertility rate down to 1.62 in 
the “COVID dip.”

According to the data 
Carney presented, there 
are fewer Americans under 
age 10 than there are Amer-
icans in their 60s, which 
will have real impacts in 
the coming years.

“But some people get re-
ally upset when you start 
talking about birth rates,” he 
said. “They think it’s some 
Handmaid’s Tale thing, or 
somehow it’s creepy.”

Not everyone is called to 
parenthood, Carney said, 
and he supports individuals 
determining their own lives; 
still, this isn’t about individ-
ual choices — its about why, 
as a society, these trends 
are going the way they are.

“If, as a society, the birth 
rate is falling, I argue this is 
something we should wor-
ry about,” he said, and he 
gave four reasons.

One: In terms of econom-
ics, America’s dependency 
ratio — the number of re-
tired people over the num-
ber of working age people — 
is becoming more and more 
skewed; that negatively af-
fects well-being. Two: Sur-
veys indicate women still 
want to have babies, even 
more babies than they’re 
having. Three: Carney be-
lieves the current baby bust 
“reflects something unwell 
about our culture.” Four: 
Babies are good. 

Think about what a 
skewed dependency ratio 
means for the workforce in 
20 years, he said.

“There’s going to be few-
er people even potentially 
entering the workforce ev-
ery year starting in a couple 
years, at the time the num-
ber of retirees — because we 
are blessed with longer lifes-
pans, with a large baby-boom 
generation —  is hitting a re-
cord-high level,” Carney said.

Social Security can con-
tinue to pay out benefits, 
even without enough money 
coming in, but money isn’t 
wealth — “wealth is pro-
ductive capacity. … If there’s 
nobody to answer the phone 
when you call the plumber 
about a leaky pipe, it doesn’t 
do you any good. You’ll have 
inflation, longer wait times.”

The longer wait times 

aren’t just for services like 
plumbers or restaurants, but 
ambulance dispatchers and 
911. Indeed, this is already 
the case in some areas.

“All of these aspects of our 
life, we need workers,” Carney 
said. “When we have shortage 
of that, that will hurt us.”

Moving to his second 
point, Carney noted that 
“more importantly, on av-
erage, American women 
still want between two and 
three kids.”

In surveys, the polling 
firm Gallup has for many 
years asked “What’s the 
ideal number of kids for a 
family, in your opinion?”

When the birth con-
trol pill first came onto 
the market, that answer 
fell from between three 
and four, to between two 
and three. Most recently, 
the average response from 
adult women and men was 
2.7 children, Carney said, 
but in reality the birth rate 
is about 1.6, and demogra-
pher Lyman Stone has bro-
ken it down even further.

“One, if you ask wom-
en of childbearing age how 
many do you want to have, 
they say 2.3 is the ideal. How 
many do you intend to have? 
They say probably it aver-
ages to about 1.9,” Carney 
said. “So, already that’s a gap 
right there. … There’s the 
gap between our ideal and 
our intention, and then the 
gap between our intention 
and what we actually get.”

Those aren’t just simple 
deficits, but a deficit in “the 
most important thing.”

“Your family is the most 
important thing in your 
life and we have a deficit of 
connection, a deficit of flesh 
and blood,” Carney said. 
“That is really a problem.”

Is it a problem of afford-
ability, or selfishness? Cost 
— money — matters.

“Specifically, the price of 
owning a home really mat-
ters. But that has become 
a big issue in the last four 
years and this baby bust 
goes back to when homes 
were more affordable in 
2009, 2010,” Carney said.

Economist Melissa S. 
Kearney studied geograph-
ic variations of student 
loan debt, rent increases, 
and childcare costs. None 
of it, she found, predicted 
falling birth rates in one 
place compared to another. 
The one economic predic-
tor that did, however, was 
home ownership.

Millennials, Carney said, 
“are not actually poorer 
than my generation, Gen X, 
and are probably wealthier 
than the Baby Boomers,” and 
quoted numbers from the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture that it costs approxi-
mately $300,000 to raise a 
child from birth to age 18.

Cost matters, and of 
course, cost is measurable. 
But, Carney asked, what 
about something that can’t 
be measured? What about 
selfishness? As a species, he 
said, humans are not more 
selfish than they used to be.

“But, what have we al-
ways done? What civiliza-
tion is, is largely an effort 
to turn our selfish interests 
towards a common good, … 
towards a long-term good, 
to make sure we are not just 
thinking about ourselves 
but about the whole, about 
the community,” he said. “I 
argue we are not doing that. 
That’s why I say it’s a cultur-
al failure. We are not prop-
erly aligning the interests of 
the whole with the interests 
of the individual and they’re 
deviating too much.”

He shared birth rates 
among the world’s wealthy 
countries, and pointed to 
an outlier. Israel, ranked on 
average among those other 
countries when it comes 
to wealth, education, and 
a social safety net, has a 
birth rate of 3. Where Isra-
el is exceptional, however, 
is that “they are the only 
wealthy country that is 
built around shared faith.”

If the American baby 

bust is a failure of Ameri-
can culture, there are sub-
cultures to be examined to 
figure out why. The first is 
parenting culture —  “heli-
copter parenting, overam-
bitious parenting, they all 
cause problems.” Studies 
show that modern fathers 
have doubled the amount of 
their hands-on parenting 
time from previous gener-
ations; mothers, too, have 
increased parenting input 
by 50%, Carney said. Fewer 
children means more time 
investing in the children 
you do have, ostensibly.

“The specific forms of pa-
rental investment though, in 
modern America, are not, in 
fact, high quality,” he said. “I 
think they’re causing serious 
problems. We have an epi-
demic of childhood anxiety 
and pediatricians increas-
ingly say this is because of a 
lack of independent play …. 
independent of direct over-
sight and control by adults.”

There’s also the phenom-
enon of what Carney, in 
his book, calls the “Travel 
Team Trap,” in which lo-
cal Little League teams are 
less and less popular than 
“expensive, intensive travel 
sports. You end up in the 
field hockey tournament in 
Delaware every other week-
end and, no offense to Dela-
warians here, but it detracts 
from family culture and … 
confuses what the point of 
youth activities are. … It ig-
nores that kids need to have 
fun and that sport is about 
building virtues.”

Carney described a de-
bate in his family’s previous 
neighborhood in Montgom-
ery County, Maryland, over 
sidewalks and young chil-
dren walking to school (this 
was also the same county of 
the infamous “free range” 
parents investigated for ne-
glect in the mid-2010s be-
cause of how far they let 
their young children walk on 
their own). But walkability 
does matter, Carney said — 
for kids to walk to school, to 
roam freely and, important-
ly, safely. And that “shouldn’t 
be a luxury good.”

That’s partly what makes 
Chautauqua “magical,” he 
said. “You’re not worried your 
kids are going to be run over 
by somebody going 50 miles 
an hour down the road.” 

Add to that the sheer 
struggle of what Carney 
calls “car hell” — getting 
a toddler strapped into a 
car seat — the challeng-
es of raising a family in a 
car-dependent society are 
steep. One solution is to 
“build towns for people, not 
cars.” Another is to address 
the rising cost of owning a 
home — starting with in-
creasing the supply to meet 
the demand, specifically for 
affordable starter homes.

“Starter homes don’t get 
built anymore because of 
the costs of doing it,” he 
said. “The economics aren’t 
there. It’s got to do with 

regulation and the costs, 
the basic economics. We 
need to fix that. We need to 
build more homes.”

Policies and tax credits 
are one thing, but solutions 
need to be bigger than that, 
he said. The best, and most, 
solutions should come from 
community institutions, 
rather than the govern-
ment. Every church and ev-
ery town should be hosting 
mixers, summer concerts — 
like the big band concerts 
in the 1950s, but for people 
in their 20s, Carney said 
— in order to encourage 
meeting, dating, and mar-
rying (the marriage rate in 
America, in addition to the 
birth rate, is also falling). 
Once people do become 
parents, they too must be 
supported; in Europe, some 
governments send “baby 
boxes” to new parents, 
filled with onesies, diapers, 
formula. Even the card-
board box itself turns into 
a bassinet. Local govern-
ments in America should 
be doing this, he said, as 
should every church.

“This isn’t just to satis-
fy material need,” Carney 
said. “It also says, ‘Wel-
come; let the little ones 
come to me.’ ” It sends a 
message that children are 
wanted in a shared space.

“The saying is: If it’s not 
crying, your congregation 
is dying,” he said. “We need 
to welcome kids every-
where. Welcome them in 
restaurants. Welcome them 
on airplanes.”

But in addition to a wel-
coming space for their chil-
dren, what parents need 
more than anybody else, 
Carney said, is a support 
system of people they can 
lean on in their community. 
Increasingly, he said, draw-
ing on his previous book, 
Alienated America, “we 
don’t know our neighbors. 
Strengthening community, 
neighborhood ties is abso-
lutely going to be a solution 
to the fact that people ar-
en’t having the number of 
children they want to have.”

The birth rate is down, 
marriage rates are down, 
and Carney thinks dat-
ing apps are part of the 
problem. In some ways, 
it “breaks young people’s 
brains.” The courting that 
used to transpire in per-
son now is mediated by an 
algorithm, consent baked 
into the act of using the 
app itself and “that creeps 
into day-to-day life.”

“What I see is that peo-
ple think, if I haven’t already 
gotten the consent to ap-
proach her, I can’t approach 
her; or, more specifically, ... 
since dating apps are set up 
specifically for dating, any-
thing not set up specifically 
for dating (means) it’s inap-
propriate to ask out, to flirt, 
to do anything,” Carney said.

This is a “disordered el-
evation” of individual au-
tonomy — which is a good 

thing, he said, but always 
at odds with connecting. 
It also lends itself to the 
thinking that parenting 
is a “personal choice, and 
therefore a personal prob-
lem,” he said. Basically: 
Have as many kids as you 
want; “just make sure they 
don’t bother the rest of us.” 
That thinking is “unnatural 
and it’s inhumane.” 

“I’ve never really felt it 
was society’s responsibility 
to take care of other peo-
ple’s children; I think it al-
ways has been society’s re-
sponsibility to help parents 
raise their children, and it 
always has been,” he said. 
“We’ve lost that.” 

All of this, Carney said, 
reflects “something deeply 
sad,” and that sadness is at 
the heart of the baby bust. 
He pointed to the idea of 
overpopulation and climate 
change, and the argument 
of “the world’s going to be 
on fire; why would I have 
kids?” But the thinking that 
the world “won’t be inhab-
itable (is) a gross overstate-
ment,” he said. 

“(When someone says) 
we don’t want to reproduce 
because we know that the 
earth can’t handle it, what is 
the ‘it’ there?” Carney asked. 
“The ‘it’ is another human 
being. The ‘it’ is us. The ‘it’ 
is me. The attitude that hu-
mans are bad really reflects 
a personal sadness, a lack of 
belief in our own goodness.”

Carney calls this “civili-
zational sadness,” and it’s 
what is causing the baby 
bust. America right now is 
an unhappy society, “re-
duced to a group of individ-
uals defending what they 
have at all costs.”

What is the opposite 
of civilizational sadness? 
What is the opposite of a 
baby bust?

A baby boom, like what 

America experienced post-
World War II, when soci-
ety was experiencing what 
Carney called “the opposite 
of civilizational sadness.”

“Our men came home 
from saving the world from 
two evil empires,” he said. 
“They got off the boat, and 
waiting for them were the 
women who had kept the 
economy going for four 
years. They smooched on 
the pier, got married, and 
had a bunch of kids — be-
cause then, more than ever 
before and ever since, we 
were sure we were good.”

In contrast, Japan and 
war-ravaged Europe — par-
ticularly Germany and Italy 
— didn’t get a baby boom. 
Their birth rates declined 
and, Carney said, “they had 
trouble saying they were 
good.” That mindset has 
now crept into the West, 
into the United States. But 
humans are good; humans 
have made life better for 
other humans. Using an 
economic term, the “ex-
pected value of each hu-
man is positive. The good 
done by humans outweighs 
the harm done by humans 
— and this is just a mate-
rial way of measuring lon-
ger, wealthier and healthier 
lives by other humans.”

Babies are good, Carney 
said, because they remind 
us that humans are good — 
“that truth is obscured at 
times by our own self-ab-
sorption or by others’ im-
perfections,” he said, “but 
children in their innocence 
reflect mankind’s innate 
goodness back to us.”

In closing, Carney asked 
the Amp audience: Could I be 
better? Could you be better?

“Yes,” he said. “But can you 
think of anything that will do 
a better job of making you 
better than taking on your 
back this burden of love?”
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Declining birth rates, Carney says, are result of ‘civilizational sadness’

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Timothy P. Carney delivers his lecture “Family Unfriendly: How Our Culture Made Raising Kids Much Harder Than It Needs To Be,” based 
on his book of the same name, Thursday in the Amphitheater.
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Those relationships are an 
integral aspect of his work. 
Knowing these people, 
growing up with their par-
ents, their relatives, makes 
the work real, he said.

“When you know that 
community, you’re able 
to relate to people and 
speak the language of oth-
er people — but also you’re 
able to look at the as-
sets in the community, as 
well, and build upon those 
strengths,” Tillmon said. 
“Many people come in with 
a cookie-cutter approach 
to communities, but if you 
don’t understand what al-
ready exists, what’s already 
going well, then you might 
find yourself duplicating 
the efforts that already 
exist. You may just need 
a little coaching, a little 
training, or a little support 
to have the level of impact 
that’s necessary.”
In working with the 

community and being part 
of it, Tillmon has seen that 
individualized care   — as 
opposed to criminalization 
— and a trauma-informed 
response can alleviate 
mental strain for people, 
and help disrupt larger 
cycles. Recognizing that 
trauma-informed care has 
been developed through 
the “lens of working with 
middle-class individuals 
who could receive care, but 
live in a safe environment,” 
means understanding that 

trauma in marginalized 
communities must be ad-
dressed in a different way. 

He likens individuals in a 
community most impacted 
by the disease of violence 
to soldiers in war — “you’re 
teaching them trauma-in-
formed care, but every day 
they’re on the battlefield.”

The roots of these is-
sues go deeper than what’s 
seen on the surface; in his 
work, Tillmon deals with 
generational trauma and 
epigenetics exacerbating 
problems marginalized 
communities face — “par-
ticularly when you think 
about the African American 
community, it went from 
slavery to Jim Crow to the 
mass incarceration push,” 
he said. “We’re still trying 
to deal with this dichoto-
mous America.”

“When you think about 
these caste systems, where 

people are stuck in impover-
ished cycles, in some situa-
tions the poverty trend just 
continues because there’s 
poor school and poor edu-
cation,” Tillmon said. “Poor 
education, or access to it, 
continues from generation 
to generation. And also, we 
know through genetics, 
trauma can be passed down 
— whether it’s anxiety, de-
pression and all those things 
that are a result of an indi-
vidual being exposed to high 
doses of trauma.”
In his lecture, Tillmon 

wants to emphasize the 
importance of playing on 
the strengths and part-
nerships that already exist 
in a community’s ecosys-
tem, as opposed to plac-
ing the burden of violence 
intervention on a single 
organization or entity. No 
singular institution, like 
the police, can address the 

range of underlying issues 
like substance abuse dis-
order, mental health issues, 
or lack of food or housing.
“(Resolving the multilay-

ered problems in the com-
munity) is going to take 
a public health approach, 
which means all hands on 
deck, all working together to 
resolve the problem around 
violence; as opposed to just 
depending upon the govern-
ment — meaning (Chicago’s) 
Office of Violence Preven-
tion,” Tillmon said. “So you 
do need partnerships in or-
der to move the body of work, 
or else the people in the CVI 
space will just be putting 
band aids over the problem 
and it’ll resurface. Each in-
dividual might need different 
and multiple things.”
Tillmon has been invited 

to the White House several 
times — the first time being 
the day it re-opened to staff 
after pandemic restrictions 
lifted. Being recognized by 
Biden in the Rose Garden 
during an event on gun vio-
lence prevention was simply 
overwhelming. Tillmon said 
he literally cried “to see the 
president acknowledge our 
work — we were honored.”
“COVID-19 really cat-

apulted us into a differ-
ent light. When America 
couldn’t really wrap its 
arms around COVID, be-
cause they had ostracized 
a particular population for 
so long, they didn’t have 
access to individuals at the 
highest risk to get them to 
adhere to the CDC guide-
lines,” Tillmon said. “We 
were able to show our val-
ue by being able to not only 
access that population, but 
to convince them to get in-
volved and adhere to those 
CDC guidelines. That’s what 
really showed — not just the 
White House, but the world 
— the power and the advan-
tage of working with indi-
viduals in this space.”
There’s a level of “con-

nection and intimacy” in 
this work, and in the prog-
ress achieved through any 
successful violence inter-
vention, because for Tillm-
on, it’s personal — of the 
109 people shot in Chicago 
over the Fourth of July hol-
iday, 19 died, and Tillmon 
knew three of them.

“There needs to be a 
mass movement to change 
social norms, what’s ac-
ceptable,” Tillmon said. 
“People aren’t stagnant.”

TILLMON
FROM PAGE 1

Boyz II Men continued to 
blossom as a trio, with 
Wanyá Morris’ vibra-
to-heavy tenor, Stockman’s 
tenor, and Nathan Morris’ 
baritone, allowing them to 
craft their distinctive and 
classic sound that has led 
them to become one of the 
biggest names in a cappel-

la and R&B. With hits like 
“End of the Road,” “I’ll Make 
Love to You,” “On Bended 
Knee” and  “Motown Philly,” 
Boyz II Men were at the 
forefront of the movement 
bringing R&B back into the 
mainstream during the 
1990s.

Throughout their ca-
reer, they have appeared in 
movies like “Lethal Weap-
on 4” and “Soul Men,” and 

made special appearanc-
es on television shows like 
“How I Met Your Mother” 
and “The Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air,” and in some GE-
ICO Auto Insurance ads, 
making them even more 
ubiquitous in homes across 
the country. 

The Mirage Hotel and 
Casino in Las Vegas played 
host to a multiple-year res-
idency for the group, and 

over the course of their 
career, they’ve sold over 
64 million albums. The al-
bum II sold over 12 million 
copies in the United States 
alone, making it one of the 
best-selling albums of all 
time. Additionally, Boyz II 
Men have been inducted 
into the Vocal Group Hall 
of Fame and the R&B Mu-
sic Hall of Fame, have their 
own star on the Hollywood 

Walk of Fame, and have 
won four Grammys Awards. 
Beyond their music, they 

have made a point of giving 
back to the community, and 
established the Boyz II Men 
House in Philadelphia — a 
program for at-risk youth 
that hopes to improve the 
quality of life of young peo-
ple — in 2000. 

An undeniable force in 
the R&B world, with their 

unique sound Boyz II Men 
had a key impact on the boy 
band scene in 1990s and 
early aughts. They’ve in-
fluenced multiple pop and 
R&B artists, from Justin 
Timberlake and Usher to 
Justin Bieber and Beyonce. 
As they take the stage to-
night, their signature style 
and romantic lyrics are 
sure to bring some nostal-
gia to the Amp.

BOYZ II MEN
FROM PAGE 1

Curtice is the author of 
Living Resistance: A Indig-
enous Vision for Seeking 
Wholeness Every Day and 
Native: Identity, Belong-
ing, and Rediscovering 
God, which won the 2021 
Midwest Book Award and 
2021 Georgia Author of the 
Year Award. It also won 
the Forward INDIES 2020 
Book of the Year Award.
“I wanted to write a 

book that would bring to-
gether my own reality as 
an Indigenous woman and 
the reality that I belong to 
the people around me, to 
humanity,” Curtice wrote 
in the introduction to Na-
tive. “We are responsible 
for the way we treat one 
another and the way we 
treat the earth.”
Her aim in writing Na-

tive was “to display my 
journey toward what it 

means to be human in all of 
that nuance and fullness.”
In many ways, it’s a 

book of remembering — 
the reality, she wrote, is 
that “we all began some-
where, and every person’s 
story affects how and 
with whom they inter-
act.” In that remembering 
comes the recognition 
that “believing in Cre-
ator-God-Mystery, what-
ever that looks like, means 
we believe that some-
where, at some point, God 
breathed.”

“To know Mystery and 
to know ourselves is to 
know what it means to 
fight against any system 
that would oppress this 
earth we live on and ev-
ery creature, human and 
nonhuman alike, who lives 
here; in knowing our-
selves, we wrestle with 
the hard questions and 
seek out the hard truths,” 
she wrote.

CURTICE
FROM PAGE 1

Many people come in with a cookie-cutter approach 
to communities, but if you don’t understand what 
already exists, what’s already going well, then you 
might find yourself duplicating the efforts that already 
exist. You may just need a little coaching, a little 
training, or a little support to have the level of impact 
that’s necessary.”

—CHICO TILLMON
Executive Director, 

Community Violence Intervention Leadership Academy,
University of Chicago Crime Lab

Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon 
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homes, rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local 
insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Visit us online atWeedRoss.comor at any of our locations: 

East Aurora, Ellicottville, Randolph, Ravena, 
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The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to 
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editing. Letters must 
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telephone number 
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Daily does not publish 
anonymous letters. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to:	
Sara Toth, editor	

stoth@chq.org 



Practice to distinguish good from evil, says Braestrup

Friday, July 26, 2024	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Page 5

R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Kate Braestrup delivers her sermon “In the Country of the Gerasenes” during Sunday’s morning worship service in the Amphitheater.

H ow you practice is how you play.
The writer of the letter to the Hebrews 

warned their readers that they were not ma-
ture enough for solid food. They had become 

“sluggish in hearing” and should have been teachers of the 
Word, but they needed someone to do some basic teaching 
with them about the “oracles of God.”

They still needed milk because they were “unskilled in 
the words of righteousness.” Solid food is for people mature 
in the faith, “whose faculties have been trained to distin-
guish good from evil.”

The Rev. Kate Braestrup said, “I am not sure I am ready 
for solid food. But the way we practice, physically, psychi-
cally and spiritually, is the way we play.” 

She preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was “How 
You Practice is How You Play,” and the scripture reading 
was Hebrews 5: 11-14.

Braestrup attends the firearms training for “baby game 
wardens.” Most of these new game wardens have been 
hunting and fishing all their lives or have been in the mili-
tary. They know how to shoot guns, but this training is to 
learn how to use, if necessary, deadly force.

The students line up in a row, facing targets down range 
on a sandy berm. When the instructor calls “threat,” they 
take a step forward. When the instructor calls “gun,” they 
point their weapons and fire until the weapon is empty.

“I was there and when the instructor said ‘threat,’ I could 
feel my body leap out in front of the students with my 
arms out at my side (to protect the target),” Braestrup said. 
“When I told the instructor about it he said, ‘Don’t do that!’ 
It is hard to train yourself out of instinct.”

How you practice is how you play.
She noted that there was a time when people were 

trained wrong. She told a story of three FBI agents, in a 
shootout, who all died. In the investigation afterward, the 
investigators found the agents’ pockets full of used bullet 
casings, called brass. 

“On the training range, these agents were taught to 
empty their guns and then to pick up the brass. They 
stopped to pick up the casings in the middle of a shootout. 
That was probably not super useful,” Braestrup said. Now, 
she said, the brass is left on the ground until well after the 
training session.

How you practice is how you play.
In his book, From Here to There: The Art and Science of 

Finding and Losing Our Way, author Michael Bond wrote 
about the science of human navigation. The book includes 
a story about the Maine Wardens efforts to find Gerry 
Largay, a 66-year old woman, an Appalachian Trail through 
hiker, who got lost in the woods. Her body was not found 
until a forest surveyor stumbled upon it months later.

“It was a horrible ordeal for the family and a failure for 
the searchers that still hurts,” Braestrup said. 

A search and rescue team spends a lot of time with 
the family to learn as much as they can about the person 
that might give them clues about their behavior when 
they are lost. These interactions with the family can 

build lasting relationships. 
“They fall in love with the subjects of the search, and 

they work harder to find them,” Braestrup said. “It breaks 
their hearts when they fail.”

She continued, “We can be perfectly sane and rational, 
but if we are lost in the woods — even professionals — as 
soon as we realize we are lost, we have the urge to run. 
Our ancestors had to fight because danger was a real and 
constant threat. Nature has put it in us not to trust our 
ability to solve this danger by ourselves.”

Braestrup called this “preloaded behavior” and it may or 
may not be helpful. “When we are under stress, we default 
to our training. Our instinct is to run from danger, but first 
responders are trained to go toward the danger.”

Gerry had some hiking training, to basically leave no 
trace, to wear earth-toned clothing, manage your organic 
waste and not leave trash on the trail. Gerry was burying 
her organic waste and started a fire, but quickly put it out. 
Gerry defaulted to her training and instead of leaving a 
trail behind her, she died. 

“I would leave a trail of pink panties, a dead cell 
phone, and light a huge fire,” Braestrup said. “We think 
that any smart person, when lost, would leave a trail, but 
that is not how our minds work under stress. We default 
to our training.”

How we practice is how we play.
She cited Rabbi Sharon Brous, who in her Interfaith 

Lecture on Wednesday, talked about building “muscle 
memory” through spiritual practices. Some religious 
ideals can be helpful when the chips are down, Braestrup 
noted, some not.

A police officer in the Pacific Northwest told Braestrup 
that in 2016 he noticed a change in the children in the 
neighborhood he was patrolling. They used to wave or 
walk over and talk to him. Now they were running away or 
cursing at him. 

The officer wondered, when the next earthquake hap-
pened, would the children know who to run to and who 
would make the difference between life and death for them?. 
“Do their parents tell them police are untrustworthy except 
in tsunamis, earthquakes and fires?” he wondered.

“The children will go on instinct or default to their 
training,” Braestrup said. “How do we train our children 
and each other? We are always practicing, but we are not 
necessarily right. Will we be adaptive or life-saving when 
we don’t have time to think?”

How you practice is how you play.
She closed with a prayer. “O God, I know you are always 

seeking me, calling to me. May I not be found too late, the 
signal fire unlit, my pockets full of brass, my heart bound 
up in folly. May my practice, today and every day, encode 
the memory in muscle, not just mind, so my faculties are 
trained to distinguish good from evil. Train me, Lord, to 
run to you.”

Melissa Spas, vice president for religion at Chautauqua, 
presided. Stephine Hunt, manager of literary arts at Chau-
tauqua, read the scripture. “Pastoral in A Minor,” by James 
H.”Jim” Johnson, a member of the Motet and Chautauqua 
choirs, had its world premiere as the prelude for the day. It 
was played by Motet Consort members Barbara Hois, flute, 
and Joseph Musser, piano. The Motet Choir sang “Grow in 
Grace,” by Malcolm Archer. The choir was under the direc-
tion of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and the 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, and accompanied by 
Rees Roberts, 2024 organ scholar, on the Massey Memorial 
Organ. Stafford on piano and Roberts on the organ led a 
rousing rendition of the closing hymn, “I love to tell the sto-
ry.” For the postlude, Roberts played “Sortie in B-flat Major,” 
by Guy Ropartz. This week’s services and chaplaincy are 
supported by the Jackson-Carnahan Memorial Chaplaincy 
and the John William Tyrrell Endowment for Religion.

R E M E M B E R I N G  T H O S E  W E ’V E  L O V E D

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At left, Chautauquans approach the apron of the Amphitheater stage to write the names of departed 
loved ones in the Books of Remembrance during the Sacred Song Service Sunday evening in the 
Amphitheater. Above, Chautauquans write their remembrances, prayer candles surrounding the books. 
The Books of Remembrance are carefully stored each year in Chautauqua’s denominational houses, 
brought out for one Sacred Song each summer.
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The Chautauquan Daily offers delivery to anywhere in 
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Visit our website for rates:     chqdaily.com/subscribe 
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Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 10, 2024
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 10, 2024, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation will review 
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to 
serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant 
to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s audited 
financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/
board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee must 
be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be identified in 
writing to the Secretary of Chautauqua Institution not more than thirty 
(30) (July 10, 2024)  and not less than fifteen (15) (July 26, 2024) days in 
advance of the scheduled date (i.e., the annual meeting of the Members 
of the Corporation) for their election to provide the Secretary with 
sufficient time to ensure that each such nominee is eligible for election 
as a Class B Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the 
compliance by the nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements 
of the Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New 
York State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and to make adequate 
arrangements for the time-consuming logistics associated with 
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B Trustee at 
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation. To be placed 
on the ballot for election, each nominee for the position of Class B 
Trustee must submit to the Corporate Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time on the third (3rd) business day after a request by the Corporate 
Secretary, any and all documents and related information reasonably 
requested by the Corporate Secretary to verify the nominee’s eligibility 
as a Class B Trustee. For purposes of the election of any Class B 
Trustee, the Members of the Corporation entitled to vote at any annual 
meeting (and their voting designees or holders of proxies) shall be as 
reflected on the books and records of the Chautauqua Institution on 
and as of a record date that is fifteen (15) (July 26, 2024) days prior to 
the date of the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other 
members. Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should request 
a Nomination Form by contacting the Secretary at srozner@chq.
org or 716-357-6246.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the 
Saturday, August 10, 2024, Annual Corporation meeting must assign 
and complete the voter designation form which must be received and 
filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later than 15 days (July 
26, 2024) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the 

Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner, at srozner@chq.org. Voters 
wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than July 26, 2024.

Note: All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be 
issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the 
Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner at srozner@chq.org.

STORAGE

The Dorothy M. Wissel Lec-
tureship supports the lecture 
by Chico Tillmon at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater. 

Dorothy Wissel’s father 
brought his two daughters 
and their families to Chau-
tauqua in the mid-1950s. 
He settled both families 
into 9 Cookman, which be-
came Dorothy’s summer 
home for the next 40 years. 
Dorothy and her husband, 
Roy, had a son, Daniel, and 
a daughter, Sally, who were 
lucky enough to call Chau-
tauqua their summer home 
while growing up.   

Their winter home was 
Upper St. Clair, Pennsylva-
nia, until Dorothy and Roy 
retired to Naples, Florida, 
in 1979. Dorothy was im-
mediately drawn to Naples, 
saying it was the closest 
thing to Chautauqua she 
could find. 

Dorothy Wissel was a 
highly intelligent woman 
with a keen intellect and 
thirst for knowledge. She 
loved all the intellectual 
advantages that Chautau-
qua had to offer, from writ-
ing classes to bridge games 
and, most of all, the morn-
ing lectures. She absolutely 
thrived on the lectures and 
attended religiously.  

She died in November 
1997, and her husband and 
daughter wanted to make a 
fitting tribute to her memo-
ry. Sally called Chautauqua 
to inquire about the possi-
bilities, and when she heard 
about a lecture sponsorship, 
she knew they had found the 
perfect match. Roy Wissel 
passed away in May 2002. 
Dan and Sally have support-
ed the Dorothy M. Wissel 
Lectureship in tribute to 
both their parents.   

Wissel Lectureship 
supports Tillmon

M U S I C  A N D  M O V E M E N T 

LEAVING FOR 
THE SUMMER?
To get your subscription 
of the Daily through the 
mail, either stop into our 
office on Bestor Plaza or 
call us at 716-357-6235 

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

SEAN SMITH /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above, Festival 
dancers studying at the 
Chautauqua School of 
Dance join Chautauqua 
Visual Arts resident 
artists for an evening of 
drumming and dancing 
inside an art installation 
created by Jo Locke and 
Josue Bessiake Tuesday 
on the Arts Quad. At left, 
from left, Festival dancers 
Soleil Manzano, Ezra Teter 
and Stella Langner join in 
the drum circle.
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ANDREW DRUCKENBROD
GUEST CRITIC

The Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra can plumb the 
depths of profound compo-
sitions. Likewise, an accom-
plished conductor such as 
Chia-Hsuan Lin can handle 
complex masterpieces. But 
sometimes, the night calls for 
breezy and diverting music, 
directed in a straightforward 
manner — the type of enter-
tainment you’d expect from 
a summer festival. Tuesday 
night, the CSO offered just 
that at the Amphitheater with 
a lovely program anchored by 
Dvořák’s mercurial Sympho-
ny No. 8. 

The concert opened with 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s 
“Petite Suite de Concert.” 
Written in 1911, it teems with 
neoclassical theme and Ro-
mantic strains amid master-
ful orchestration. The musi-
cians responded to Lin’s crisp 
cues with excellent ensemble 
that allowed the piece’s many 
shifts from delicate to robust 
sections. No more is this the 
case than in the second move-
ment, “Demande et réponse.” 
The violins offered a gossa-
mer phrasing of the open-
ing melody that was met by 
warm and friendly response 
by the full orchestra before 
returning even richer. The 
third movement, “Un sonnet 
d’amour,” found the violins 
in full Romantic mode with a 
burnished timbre. Through-
out it, the winds and percus-
sion were lively even when 
providing a backdrop. After a 
short piece, “The Angel from 
Formosa,” by Taiwanese com-
poser Tyzen Hsiao, brought a 
folk-like, impassioned melody 
to the stage, it was time for 
the main course.

Dvořák’s Symphony No. 8 
is deceptively difficult to con-
duct. One needs to not only 
keep the momentum through 
numerous shifts in mood 
and mode, but also restrain 
the orchestra from galloping 
through the eminently play-
able music. Aided by text-
book form, Lin did so. The 
cellos certainly benefited as 
they crafted the bittersweet 
intro and the stately finale 
theme with burnished tone. 
But the entire CSO profit-
ed from Lin’s direction, from 
the violins’ beguiling rendi-
tion of the third movement’s 
lilting theme to the brass 
punches and horn whoops, 
from the exquisite trumpets 
to the blooming woodwinds, 
and from a graceful concert-
master solo to several dainty  
flute touches.

Chamber in a genre  
all its own
Apparently, the signs dot-
ting the Institution grounds 
stating “Turn It Towards the 
Turtle” were not a guerilla 
marketing campaign for the 
chamber music concert in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall Mon-
day afternoon. No matter, the 
auditorium was packed for 
the appearance of the glori-
ous anomaly that is the Turtle 
Island String Quartet. 

When it debuted in 1985, 
no one knew what to make 
of a group of four classical-
ly trained string players who 
favored bebop over Beetho-
ven and Hendrix over Haydn. 
Back then, music labels forced 
musicians and composers 
into genres like animals in 
pens. In what section should 
a record store put Turtle Is-
land? Jazz? Classical? Rock?  
Latin? World? 

Nearly 40 years later in a 
world long-since tired of la-
beling, the group is in a genre 
of one. It now often per-
forms its own music rather 
than arranged standards. In 
fact, about half the program 

Monday featured works by 
co-founder and violinist Da-
vid Balakrishnan: fiery piec-
es full of exhilarating runs, 
crunchy harmonies and free-
ing improvisation. The open-
er, his “Little Mouse Jumps” 
wonderfully transforms a 
snippet of Bach’s famous Ba-
dinerie, transposed from the 
flute. From then came a pa-
rade of traditions, including 
bluegrass, rock and perhaps 
bossa nova. For the latter, Na-
seem Alatrash’s cello turned 
into a double bass, amply 
providing the repeating un-
derpinning. Balakrishnan’s 
“Island Prayers” and “Dark-
ness Dreaming” were just as 
engaging. Several commis-
sioned pieces rounded out 
the affair. Rhiannon Giddens’ 
“Pompey Ran Away” explored 
fiddle playing, Jerod Impich-
chaachaaha’ Tate’s “Little 
Loksi” was a playful imagin-
ing of a children’s book and 
Terence Blanchard’s rhap-
sodic “Turtle Trajectory” jux-
taposed classical with improv. 

Andrew Druckenbrod is a 
former classical music critic 
of the Pittsburgh Post-Ga-
zette. He studied musicology 
at the University of Minnesota 
and is an adjunct professor at 
the University of Pittsburgh.

Crisp cues, excellent ensemble in Tuesday’s CSO with guest conductor Lin

SEAN SMITH /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Chia-Hsuan Lin guest 
conducts the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra Tuesday 
in the Amphitheater.

REVIEW

Estate & Art Studio Sale

Living Room: Reclining sofa & loveseat, 2 swivel rockers, end tables, 
lamps, floor lamps, tv stand, flatscreen tv, area rug, dvd’s, vhs & dvd 
player, stereo system, bookcases, tv trays, Breyer horses & animals, 2 
Harley Brown signed & numbered prints.
Dining Room: Cherry drop leaf extension table & 6 chairs, breakfront, 
cedar chest, Wurlitzer organ & speaker with percussion, Royal Doulton 
figurines, pottery, Indian pottery, crystal including Swedish pieces, 
Swedish copper items, set of Lenox China Kingsley pattern, 62 pc Reed 
& Barton sterling silver flatware Sculpture pattern.
Bedroom: 6 pc Monitor Cherry bedroom suite, jewelry, Necchi sewing 
machine, 3 2-drawer filing cabinets.
Kitchen: Usual kitchen items, small appliances, silverware, microwave 
& cart, mid-century round table w/4 chairs, vintage Pyrex, Corningware, 
Revere Ware, Faberware, Salad Master - pots & pans, Corelle Ware & 
Noritake China, Serene Garden.
2nd Floor: Twin bed equipped, maple cabinet 5-drawer chest of drawers, 
Lane cedar chest, mirror, area rug, linens, books, women’s clothes, WWII 
Army uniform & memorabilia, baskets, antique dresser & mirror, record 
cabinet, stool & small walnut table, small vanity & bench, luggage.
Basement: 2 Cherry captains chairs, 4-drawer filing cabinet, small GE 
chest freezer, enamel top table, Whirlpool washer, Whirlpool electric 
dryer, small work bench, bar stool, LP records, cassettes, dvd’s & cd’s, 
vhs, 2 accordions, guitar, Christmas items, office items, books, small Bush 
desk, vacuums, Art Metal desk.
Workshop: Complete Shopsmith, hand tools, small power tools, miter 
saw, bench grinder, drills, sanders, skill saws, much misc.
Patio: 4-piece wrought iron patio set, lawn chairs, 5-piece cast aluminum 
table & chair set, SportRack roof top carrier, redwood planters.
Garage: Sleds, garden tools, ProForm bike, Sport Stride Treadmill, step 
ladder, Troy Built 24” snow blower, flower pots, water guns, Shop Mate.
Art Studio: Original Art Works of George Lindblad including: Pastels, 
water colors, oils, pottery & sculptures. Supplies including canvas, 
stretchers, paper, brushes, oils, pastels, easels, frames, kiln, potters wheel. 
Photography equipment including professional cameras, lighting & 
projectors, and much more! 1,000 volume library. Art & art related books 
(many rare!).
Home Care Medical Items: Invacare 2-Hoyer lifts - one hydraulic & one 
electric - battery operated, Stryker hospital bed - extra long.

1st Day Full Price • 2nd Day 30% Off • 3rd Day 50% Off
Bring help to move any items. Pictures on estatesales.net

NUMBERS AT 8:00 THURSDAY • STEVE ANDERSON  716-708-5498

28 Valleyview Ave, Jamestown, NY
Premier Sales

July 25, 26, 27
Thur 9-5, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3

We have been asked to sell the complete
home furnishings & art studio of George Lindblad

Call our office to get 
the Daily at your door! 
716-357-6235

SUBSCRIPTIONS
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F
FRIDAY

JULY 26

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. 
Leader: Mateo Mortellaro 
(Tibetan Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Temptation...and Ours.” 
The Rev. Kate Braestrup, 
chaplain, Maine Warden Service. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:00	 (10-3) Sunken Treasures 
Exhibit. Oliver Archives Center

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Chico Tillmon, executive 
director, Community Violence 
Intervention Leadership Academy, 
University of Chicago Crime Lab. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center

11:00	 School of Music Piano 
Q-and-A. Norman Krieger. 
Sherwood-Marsh Studio 101

11:00	 (11-8) Food Tents and Trucks at 
Bestor Plaza. Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Porch

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Betsy’s Garden Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of garden and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Oval 
Garden behind Amphitheater

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Jumu’ah Prayer Service will 
follow. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “Moments 
of Grace.” Maureen Rovegno, 
former director, Department of 
Religion, Chautauqua Institution. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a  
new tennis stroke. Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Olympic Opening Ceremony. 
Athenaeum Hotel Parlor

1:00	 Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.) African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of 
the Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) 
Bring 10 copies of one page of 
poetry or prose. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Poetry Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Kaitlin B. Curtice, poet-
storyteller and public speaker. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“Alienated America: How the 
collapse of community created 
an epidemic of loneliness and 
poisoned our politics.” Timothy P. 
Carney, senior political columnist, 
Washington Examiner; senior fellow, 
American Enterprise Institute. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30	 Hamilton Group Talk. 
(Programmed by Department of 
Religion.) Hall of Missions Great Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) U.U. House

CANCELED

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer.) Hall 
of Philosophy

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Fee. Tennis Center

8:00	 Annual Team Tennis. 
(Programmed by the Tennis 
Center.) To sign up email tennis@
chq.org or call 716-357-6276. 
Tennis Center

9:30	 Chabad Jewish House  
Community Shabbat Service.  
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

9:45	 Shabbat Music Morning Service. 
(Programmed by the Hebrew 
Congregation.) Roy Einhorn, 
cantor, Jodi Sufrin, cantor, Josh 
Stafford, organist, Chautauqua 
Motet Choir. Kiddush lunch to 
follow. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

11:00	 (11-3) Flea Boutique Tent Sale 
and Silent Auction. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Women's Club.) 
CWC House

11:00	 School of Music Piano 
Masterclass. Sara Davis 
Buechner. Sherwood-Marsh 
Studio 101

12:00	 (12-2) Stonework Play. Diana Suskind. 
Smith Memorial Library Porch

12:30	 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin, Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 School of Music Chamber 
Concert 4. Fletcher Music Hall

2:00	 (2-5) Shared Space Safety Drop-
In Open House. Hultquist Center

2:00	 (2-9) StoryCorps Slam. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

3:00	 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Andrew Meier, 
author, Morgenthau: Power, Privilege, 
and the Rise of an American Dynasty. 
Hall of Philosophy

4:00	 Pre-Professional Choreographic 
Workshop Performance. 
Carnahan-Jackson Studio

4:15	 Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Resident Artist Series. 
Chautauqua Piano Quartet. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

5:00	 Boots vs Badges Softball 
Game. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Proceeds benefit 
Chautauqua Fire Department. 
Sharpe Field

8:15	 RENÉE FLEMING WITH THE 
CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Rossen Milanov, 
conductor. Reneé Fleming, 
soprano. Amphitheater

Sa
SATURDAY
JULY 27

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Panel. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “Climate Change and 
Resiliency—How one community 
is mitigating the effects of 
climate change.” Sherri Mason, 
sustainability coordinator, Penn 
State Behrend; working group 
member, Group of Experts on 
the Scientific Aspects of Marine 
Environmental Protection, 
Jenny Thompkins, campaign 
manager, Clean Water Advocacy, 
PennFuture, Andy Abramczyk, 
senior vice president, Erie 
Insurance. Hall of Philosophy

4:00	 School of Music Piano Guest 
Faculty Recital. Sara Davis 
Buechner. Donations accepted 
to benefit the School of Music 
Scholarship Fund. Fletcher  
Music Hall

4:00	 School of Music Violin 
Masterclass. Ilya Kaler. 
McKnight Hall

4:30	 Takeout Dinner. Farmer Brown’s 
BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Fee. CWC House

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” Roy 
Einhorn, cantor emeritus, Temple 
Israel, Boston, Massachusetts, Jodi 
Sufrin, cantor emerita, Temple Beth 
Elohim, Wellesley, Massachusetts. 
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your own 
beverage, salad or dessert to share. 
If rain, service at Smith Wilkes Hall 
and no Shabbat’zza. Miller Park

5:00	 Chautauqua Softball League 
Make Up Games. Sharpe Field

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

6:00	 (6-9) StoryCorps Slam. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

6:30	 Summer Scholars at 
Chautauqua—Final 
Presentations. Hall of Philosophy.

6:45	 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) RSVP required. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

7:00	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd.

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Boyz 
II Men. Amphitheater

A  S TA N D I N G  O VAT I O N

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The young musicians studying at the Chautauqua School of Music Piano Program this summer receive a standing ovation from 
Chautauquans following the annual School of Music Piano Program Showcase Sunday afternoon in the Amphitheater.
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