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Simran Jeet Singh has 
spoken several times in 
recent years for the Inter-
faith Lecture Series. Josh-
ua Seftel last year led a 
Meet the Filmmaker event 
at Chautauqua Cinema for 
his Oscar-nominated doc-
umentary short “Stranger 
at the Gate.”

Now the Sikh educator, 
writer and activist and the 
Jewish filmmaker are join-
ing forces for a conversa-
tion at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy as part 
of the Week Six Interfaith 
Lecture Series theme of 
“The Arts: Expressions 
from the Soul.”

Seftel is known for his 
work directing the Em-
my-winning original “Queer 
Eye for the Straight Guy” and 
the feature film “War, Inc.,” 
starring John Cusack, Mari-
sa Tomei and Ben Kingsley. 

He’s also known for — and 
perhaps his mother is even 
better-known for — his reg-
ular appearances on “CBS 
Sunday Morning,” where 
Seftel interviews his 87-year-
old mom Pat. The two talk 
about everything from cli-

mate change to Miley Cyrus, 
and Seftel shared some of his 
favorite segments, compiled 
into a film called “Working 
Title: My Mom,” with Chau-
tauquans Tuesday evening 
in the Hall of Christ.

One of the nation’s lead-
ing musicologists, Tammy 
L. Kernodle’s research fo-
cuses on African American 
music, gender studies in 
music, and race in Ameri-
can popular culture. A Uni-
versity Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Music at Miami 
University of Ohio, she’ll 
bring her expertise to the 
week’s theme — “Exploring 
the Transformative Power 
of Music” — by highlighting 
the ways innumerable that 
Black women have trans-
formed American music.

For the Week Six in-
stallment of the African 
American Heritage House’s 
Chautauqua Speaker Se-
ries, Kernodle will speak at 
3:30 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy.

Kernodle’s own field has 
grown exponentially in the 
past 50 years, as “the his-
toriography of Black mu-
sic-making in America” grew 
and “Black music studies 

gained firmer footing as a 
disciplinary field,” Kernodle 
wrote in the introduction to 
Music in Black American Life, 
1945-2020, an anthology pub-
lished by the University of Il-
linois Press. The collection, 
she wrote “explores Black 
expressive culture in key 
moments of liminality where 
it challenged genre categori-
zation and the exclusionary 
definitions of what consti-
tuted American music.”

The very nature of jazz, 
blues, gospel, R&B and hip-
hop was created by shifts 
in Black culture, identity, 
labor, and a changing cul-
tural and entertainment 
industry — “and white 
America’s growing appetite 
for Black culture.”
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SINGH SEFTEL

With modern 
standards from 

Tharp, brand-new 
work by November, 

Gibney Company to 
take Amp stage

ELECTRIC NEW WORK

Professor, musicologist Kernodle 
to speak on influence, culture of 
Black music-making for AAHH

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

M odern dance group Gibney Compa-
ny is scheduled to grace the stage 
at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphi-
theater.

For Gina Gibney, founder, artistic director 
and CEO of Gibney Company, it’s thrilling to 
bring the company to an audience as engaged 
as Chautauqua’s. She’s excited to bring the com-
pany’s repertoire to the Amp stage, highlighting 
the world of modern dance, and she’ll discuss 
the company’s work prior to the performance 
when the Chautauqua Dance Circle hosts a pre-
view event at 7 p.m. tonight in Smith Wilkes Hall.

Tonight’s Amp program consists of three 
pieces. The first two pieces, “Bach Duet” and 
“The Fugue,” are choreographed by the prolif-

ic modern dance trailblazer Twyla Tharp. Her 
“Bach Duet” is a “really beautiful and ironic jux-
taposition” piece, according to Gibney.

“The dance has this fun, off-the-cuff, flirty 
quality to it,” she said. “It’s very released, very 
thrown, but very intricate and very much about 
the intricate connection and relationship be-
tween the two dancers.”

“The Fugue,” the second of the two Tharp 
pieces, is a cerebral, contemporary piece.

“It’s a mind teaser, it’s very hard physically be-
cause a lot of the movement is created through 
manipulation of movement,” Gibney said, and 
this is because the choreography was not gen-
erated on a body, but instead was generated 
through ideas and variations on these ideas.

ENDURING CLASSICS

See KERNODLE, Page 4

Seftel, Singh to discuss power of 
authentic stories to quell racism

Sphinx Org.’s 
Dworkin to 
talk power of 
diversity in art

See SEFTEL/SINGH, Page 4

See GIBNEY, Page 4

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

The Sphinx Organiza-
tion, founded in 1996, is a 
non-profit organization ded-
icated to the development of 
young Black and Latino clas-
sical musicians. The first win-
ner of the organization’s an-
nual Sphinx Competition to 
perform at Chautauqua was 
cellist Patrice Jackson, who 
guest soloed with the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orchestra 
in 2003, a year after she be-
came a first-place laureate in 
the competition.

Violinist Bryan Hernan-
dez-Luch followed as a CSO 
guest soloist in 2004; since 
then, dozens of Sphinx 
Competition laureates have 
performed in just about all 
of Chautauqua’s music ven-
ues, from chamber music in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall to 
Amphitheater performances 
with the CSO; with the es-
tablishment of the CSO Fel-
lows program in partnership 
with the Sphinx Organiza-
tion, the number of Sphinx 
artists at Chautauqua has 
grown even more since 2018. 
The eight CSO Fellows this 
summer marks the largest 
cohort to date. 

See DWORKIN, Page 4
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‘Solo,’ ‘Singer And The Scientist,’ 
friendship, identity key themes.

Page 2

AN EVOLUTION, A 
CHANGE IN FORM
Sharing work from Carnegie Hall, 
WMI, Johnson explores music’s 
power in face of social ills.

Page 5

LEMONADE, 
LEMONS
‘Not all situations call for a sweet 
drink,’ Roos preaches. ‘Lemon 
friends’ help lift veil of darkness.

Page 3

Like and follow us online!         /chqdaily      @chqdaily      @chqdaily

GIBNEY COMPANY



Page 2	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Wednesday, July 31, 2024

L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

PEO Reunion. Bring 
Brown Bag Lunch.

Every 
Wednesday 12 p.m. On the porch of Sharon Thawley, 

22 Vincent, Brick Walk

BULLETIN 
BOARD

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 

in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for 

$10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

Alexander to present Masterclass
Kwame Alexander, the Michael I. Rudell Artistic Director 
of Literary Arts, will discuss “The Power of Books to Nur-
ture Classroom Community” as part of the 2024 Chautau-
qua Masters Series at 5 p.m. today in Norton Hall, with an 
opportunity for direct engagement by audience members. 
Register for this session at tickets.chq.org; registrations 
will also be taken at the door on a space-available basis.

Burton to present film screening, talkback
Filmmaker Jennifer Burton will present a Masterclass film 
screening and talkback on her new project “Tapping Into 
Our Past, Tapping Into Our Future, Ayodele Casel: Em-
bodying History through Music and Movement,” at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Hall of Christ. Named one of the top break-
out stars of the year by The New York Times just before 
the pandemic, choreographer Casel creates work inspired 
by the history of tap dancers who came before her. The 
screening is part of the 2024 Chautauqua Masters Series, 
and will offer an opportunity for direct engagement by au-
dience members. Register at tickets.chq.org; registrations 
will also be taken at the door on a space-available basis.

School of Music news
At 10 a.m. today in McKnight Hall, mezzo-soprano and Voice 
Program Resident Faculty member Rachel Calloway leads a 
public masterclass for Opera Conservatory students.

At 4 p.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh 101, HaeSun Paik 
leads a public masterclass for Piano Program students. 
Donations will be accepted at the door to benefit the 
School of Music Scholarship Fund.

At 4:30 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall, double bass stu-
dents in the Instrumental Program present a studio recital.

At 7 p.m. tonight in McKnight, Voice students in the 
2024 Chautauqua Opera Conservatory present a musical 
theater showcase. Donations will be accepted at the door 
to benefit the School of Music Scholarship Fund.

Join the Chautauqua Choir
Open to those who have experience singing in choirs and 
the ability to read music, anyone interested must attend 
one out of three weekly rehearsals, although two or more 
are recommended. Rehearsals are from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. 
Thursday at Smith Wilkes Hall, and Friday and Saturday 
at Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall. New members should arrive 
early for their first rehearsal to register and be assigned 
a music folder. Email choir@chq.org or call 716-357-6321.

Tennis Center news
The Stroke of the Day Clinic is from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. The Morning Clinic is from 9 to 10 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Dawn Patrol invites tennis 
players to join a doubles round robin each weekday from 
7 to 9 a.m. at the Tennis Center. Check in at the Pro Shop. 
Morning Doubles runs from 10:30 a.m. to noon Monday 
through Friday. Email the Tennis Center the day before 
to sign up. All levels welcome for both men and women. 
There is Open Pickleball from 8 to 11 a.m. Sunday through 
Saturday and from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
at the Tennis Center. Sign in at the Pro Shop and play. For 
more information, call the Tennis Center at 716-357-6276.

Massey Memorial Organ Recital
Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and Jared Jacob-
sen Chair for the Organist, gives a recital on the Massey 
Memorial Organ at 12:15 p.m. today in the Amphitheater.

LGBTQ+ and Friends news
At 12:15 p.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall, we will discuss 
“Chosen Family Band: An Exploration of the HIstory and 
Modern Themes of Queer Country Music” with Justin 
Hiltner, banjo player, songwriter, and co-founder of Blue-
grass Pride in Nashville. This will be a moderated conver-
sation with song performances, followed by a Q-and-A.

Alumni Association of the CLSC news
Deb First, originally scheduled for July 17, will lead the 
Eventide at 6:30 p.m. tonight in the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall Ballroom, representing the African Amer-
ican Heritage House with a presentation on “What’s the 
African American History at Chautauqua? How are We 
Learning from the Chautauqua Oliver Archives?”

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is from noon to 2 p.m. today behind the 
Colonnade. Language Hour, featuring Spanish, French, Ital-
ian, German and more, is at 1 p.m. today in the CWC House. 

Chautauqua Softball League news
The number one seed will play the number four seed at 
5 p.m. today on Sharpe Field. Then at 6:30 p.m. today the 
number two seed will play the number three seed.

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith will host Gary Sirak, author of How to Retire 
and Not Die, in conversation with Jane Kerschner at 12:30 
p.m. today in the upstairs classroom, followed by a sign-
ing outside the Chautauqua Bookstore. Library programs 
are free, in-person only, with limited seating.

CLSC Class of 2005 news
Join us for a class meet-and-greet at 4 p.m. Friday on the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch.

Week 6’s CLSC Young Readers selections 
to explore melodies of friendship, identity
SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

With this week’s CLSC Young 
Reader selections, avid read-
ers across the grounds are 
tuning in to the transforma-
tive power of music.

At 12:15 p.m. today on 
the porch of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall, 
young readers and chil-
dren’s literature enthusi-
asts are welcome to come 
together for a discussion 
based around this week’s 
CLSC Young Reader selec-
tion, Solo, by Kwame Alex-
ander and, if time allows, 
the early reader book: The 
Singer and The Scientist, 
by Lisa Rose.

Written in verse, Solo fol-
lows the story of Blade, a 
17-year-old boy and aspiring 
musician who tries to navi-
gate the pressures of being 
the son of Rutherford Mor-
rison, a washed-up rock star 
struggling with drug ad-
diction. When Blade’s rela-
tionship with his girlfriend, 

Chapel, is jeopardized by 
her disapproving father, and 
a long-kept family secret 
is revealed to him, he finds 
himself disconnecting from 
his music and feeling more 
alone than ever. With a letter 
and a plane ticket to Ghana, 
Blade embarks on a journey 
to uncover his roots. Despite 
his struggles, music remains 
deep-rooted in Blade’s iden-

tity, linking him to his father 
and ultimately guiding him 
toward freedom and love 
amidst the chaos.

The book closely follows 
the Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries of the week, “Exploring 
the Transformative Power 
of Music with Renée Flem-
ing,” said Manager of Liter-
ary Arts Stephine Hunt.

“(The main character is) 
becoming famous because 
of his music, … trying to bal-
ance his own potential for a 
future with rock’n’roll, and 
its deeply ingrained histo-
ry in the African American 
community,” said Hunt. “It’s 
a really beautiful look at 
how the history of rock’n’roll 
continues to uphold the Af-
rican American experience.”

Hunt and Chautauquan 
Holly Marineau will be 
leading the Solo discussion 
and underscoring central 
themes and topics in the 
book so that those present 
can engage in the conver-
sation — even if they hav-
en’t read the book.

This week’s early reader 
book, The Singer And The 
Scientist, by Lisa Rose, is a 
picture book that tells the 

real-life story of the un-
likely friendship between 
Albert Einstein and Afri-
can-American contralto 
Marian Anderson. Illus-
trated by Isabel Muñoz, the 
book explores racial segre-
gation in the 1930s, and the 
discrimination Anderson 
faced despite her talent.

In 1937, following her 
performance at the McCa-
rter Theatre in Princeton, 
New Jersey, Anderson was 
denied a room at the Nas-
sau Inn due to her race. 
Einstein, himself a Jewish 
immigrant who had fled 
Germany due to discrimi-
nation, invited Anderson to 
stay the night in his house, 
marking the beginning of a 
long-lasting friendship. 

The Singer And The Sci-
entist looks at breaking 
down racial barriers and 
shows artists and profes-
sionals supporting each 
other in different ways, 
said Hunt. It explores the 
experiences with discrim-
ination and prejudice that 
caused Anderson and Ein-
stein’s fates to collide.

“I fully believe, especial-
ly after reading this pic-
ture book, that science has 
an art to it,” she said. “Both 
Solo and The Singer and The 
Scientist work really beau-
tifully for this week, explor-
ing the transformative pow-
er of music,” she said.

Following the book dis-
cussion, a Play CHQ event 
will be hosted on the Alum-
ni Hall Lawn if weather al-
lows, where kids of any age 
are encouraged to engage 
in activities and games re-
lated to the books.

Corrections
In the Monday and Tuesday editions of The Chautauquan 
Daily, Reneé Fleming’s last name was misspelled in dis-
play copy and body copy coverage of her Chautauqua res-
idency. The Daily deeply apologizes for these errors.
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ADEN GRAVES
STAFF WRITER

It isn’t every day that an ac-
tor gets to tackle the same 
character twice with a dif-
ferent cast and different 
perspectives. 

In the ensemble cast is 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany Conservatory Actor 
Jaucqir LaFond, who por-
trays, in addition to three 
other roles, the grounded 
and honest character of 
Flow, the brother of Un-
dine Barnes Calles in Pu-
litzer-winning playwright 
Lynn Nottage’s Fabulation, 
or the Re-Education of Un-
dine. LaFond said their sec-
ond time in the role allows 
for growth and opportunity.

“I’m excited about how I’m 
entering my current point of 
view and perspective on this 
character that I’m already 
familiar with, and it’s made 
me realize how much I’ve 
grown,” they said.

An acting student who 
has spent most of their life 
in Atlanta, Georgia, LaFond 
is entering their final year at 
Columbia University, where 
they did Fabulation along-
side CTC Conservatory Ac-
tor Sarah-Michele Guei in 
2023. As LaFond relives the 

“silly but earnest” nature of 
Flow, they said they are ex-
cited to further explore the 
play’s satirical style.

“I think the play does a 
really good job of pointing 
out the absurdity of life, 
but also kind of grounding 
the absurdity in reality,” 
LaFond said.

Fabulation, which cen-
ters around a wealthy New 
York City publicist who 
is forced to return to her 
Brooklyn roots after her 
husband’s sudden betrayal, 
continues performances at 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. today in 
Bratton Theater.

LaFond remembers fall-
ing in love with theater as 
a child, and their earliest 
memory on stage was in a 
preschool pageant about 
one of the first Black as-
tronauts. Growing up with 
a speech impediment that 
went away while perform-
ing, they quickly realized 
theater was their calling.

Now, as LaFond pursues 
acting professionally and 
portrays a familiar charac-
ter at Chautauqua, they are 
finding new ways to keep 
the role fresh.

The character Flow is a 
military veteran who now 

works as a security guard, 
just like his parents. Though 
changed by his time in com-
bat, he has an intellectual 
side, and is writing an epic 
poem about Br’er Rabbit.

Like Flow, LaFond is 
forthright in the way they 
communicate with others 
and admires the charac-
ter’s way of “striving for 
authenticity,” and how he’s 
able to be himself.

“One way I want to be 
more similar to Flow is how 
big he lets himself be,” they 
said. “I think I still struggle 
with letting myself be as big 
as I want to be sometimes, 
which is why I enjoy playing 
Flow so much because I get 
to let some of that go.”

Fabulation’s use of sat-
ire to shed light on diffi-
cult topics and stereotypes 
surrounding the Black 
community, family and im-
poverished people, LaFond 
said, prompts the audience 
to see comedy as a way to 
critique societal norms.

When audiences take 
their seats in Bratton, La-
Fond said Chautauquans 
should be prepared to laugh, 
but to pay attention to what 
they’re laughing about.

“There’s a lot of commen-

tary on the infrastructure 
that impoverished peo-
ple have to deal with and 
the lengths that people go 
through to survive,” they 
said. “Those things can po-
tentially get lost if people fo-
cus on it just being funny. It’s 
funny, sure, but it’s also real.”

Through laughs, cries 
and the highs and lows that 
are woven into the story 
about Undine and her fam-
ily, Nottage’s play focuses 
on the importance of re-
turning home, and the im-
portance of community.

“It is ultimately about the 

beauty of community and 
encouragement for everyone 
to find beauty in their own 
communities, in a holistic 
sense — not just in the things 
that are easy to find beauti-
ful,” LaFond said, “but also 
those things that we struggle 
to accept have beauty.”

Conservatory Actor LaFond finds new meaning in ‘Fabulation’ role

Lemon friends help lift the veil of darkness in the world, preaches Roos

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Conservatory Actors Jaucqir LaFond, as Agent Duva, and Maria 
Fernanda Diez, as Stephie, perform during a tech rehearsal of Fabulation Friday in Bratton Theater.

“We know the old saying, ‘When life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade,’ ” Rabbi Jonathan 
Roos told the congregation at the 9:15 a.m. 

morning worship service Tuesday in the Amphitheater. 
“But not all situations call for a sweet drink. Sometimes 
you need lemon people.”

Roos’ sermon title was “Form Follows Function: The 
How, Why and When to Master the Water,” and the 
scripture readings were Joshua 3: 14-17 and John 6: 16-21.

He shared a slide showing a page from the book How 
Are You Peeling, by Saxton Freymann and Joost Elffers. On 
the left side is a solitary lemon with the caption, “Don’t 
belong?” In the upper right is a group of lemons which have 
welcomed the solitary lemon in saying, “Not for long!”

Life will give us lemons, Roos affirmed. The Old Farm-
er’s Almanac has at least 11 uses for lemons. “We need a 
variety of methods to overcome challenges, and if faith 
and spirituality help, use them.”

In scripture, water is the obstacle. Roos returned to 
the scripture he “drashed” on Sunday — John 6: 16-21 — 
as an example. Jesus had about four miles of water be-
tween him and the boat carrying the disciples. “Walking 
on water was not the only way to get to the boat,” Roos 
said. “Why didn’t he choose one of the other tried-and-
true divine methods? Noah had an ark, Moses split the 
Red Sea and floated down the river in a basket. Jonah got 
thrown in the water.”

He continued, “It would seem Jesus just had to do 
something new, but there is more going on than that.”

Roos shared another slide in Hebrew and English with 
words from Genesis 1: 2. In the midst of chaos and darkness, 
the spirit of God was hovering, merahefet, over the water.

“Not all hovering is the same,” Roos said. “This was not 
the hovering of a drone or a traffic helicopter. Rabbi Tina 
Allen says that in the awakening of creation, the spirit 
hovered like a bird over its nest.”

Moses, in Deuteronomy, uses the same word, merahefet, 
to show the spirit hovering over the young people, awaking 
them with a song of welcome. It also has a second meaning: 
to relax and grow soft. “The Divine Parent hovers with the 
gentleness of a parent over a child,” Roos said.

In her book H is for Hawk, author Helen McDonald 
wrote that there is a space between a falconer and a new 
hawk where there is fear. The falconer needs to empty 
their mind and relax, and be themselves in the presence 
of the hawk. 

Roos asked the congregation: How can we navigate 
impossible challenges? “From the challenges of parent-
hood to walking in a crowd, we are in motion, fight or 
flight, when sometimes we need to just settle and hold 
the tension softly.”

The second word Roos “drashed” was tabal, meaning 
dipped or dipping. In the reading from Joshua, as soon as 
the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant dipped their 
feet into the Jordan River, the water upstream piled up 
like a wall and the water downstream dried up.

“I have been to enough Super Bowl parties to know 
that everyone loves dipping,” said Roos. “It is part of 
Jewish sacred ritual and purification. In Leviticus, the 
priests dipped the sacrifice in its blood and put it on 

themselves and in the sanctuary.”
Tabal is also used to describe full immersion, such as 

using the mikvah at conversions or before marriages. 
The ritual has the power to purify and transform. 

“The water from on high in one sense is God reaching 
to us. It is the heart of the teachings between the super-
natural divinity and the eminence of God in the flesh and 
soil,” Roos said. “What happens down here influences 
God, and what God does comes to us. Stopping the water 
is the spiritual negation of the self to make room for 
God’s gracious presence.” 

He continued, “There is a reservoir on one side and 
space on the other, whichever we need. We don’t stay 
in the water; we are not lost in the flood, but the divide 
allows us to gather resources.”

As an example, Roos cited author and spiritual direc-
tor Parker Palmer who wrote about learning to rappel off 
cliffs. The guides told him to lean back as he went down 
or he would get tangled in the ropes. Palmer developed a 
mantra: “The only way through this is through this.”

Roos returned to the story of Jesus walking on water 
from John’s Gospel. On Sunday, he said that the disci-
ples had left without Jesus and that was a reason he was 
walking on the water. 

Another reason was that it was dark.
Darkness is a major scriptural motif, Roos said. 

“Scholars say that the ninth plague in Egypt, darkness, 

was the worst. It was like a veil. People were not just de-
prived of eyesight, but were cut off from people and from 
touching things like food.”

He continued, “Jesus walking on water was breaking 
through the darkness. He was walking toward his friends 
on the water.”

Roos cited the story, published in the Tuesday edition 
of The Washington Post, of 6-year old Fadi al-Zant, who 
was saved from starvation. Fadi has cystic fibrosis and 
there was no medication for him. A man with a donkey 
cart got him and his mother to a hospital. A journalist 
took photos of him, and the photos went viral. 

A medical student in South Carolina was working with 
the Palestine Children’s Relief Fund and got in touch 
with the World Health Organization, who in turn found 
a hospital near New York City for Fadi to recover in. 
His doctor, Matthew Harris, was an undergraduate at 
Brandeis and went to medical school in Tel Aviv.

“I don’t want to paint a false picture of a glorious fel-
lowship in the world, but let’s not miss times when peo-
ple break out of the dark veil and reach out,” Roos said. 
“We need people to be deeper than social media friends. 
We need soul partners.”

He continued, “We will always have lemons, but faith 
and scripture teach us we have multiple options to deal 
with them. Sometimes we need lemonade; sometimes we 
need lemon friends.”

Renee Andrews, who served as president of the Hebrew 
Congregation from 2016 to 2018, presided. Joe Lewis, 
host of the Everett Jewish Life Center, read the scripture 
in Hebrew, Greek and English. For the prelude, Joshua 
Stafford, director of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist, played “Prélude,” from 24 Pieces 
in Free Style, by Louis Vierne. The anthem, “Do Not Be 
Afraid,” music by Philip Stopford and words by Gerard 
Markland, was sung a cappella by the Motet Choir under 
the direction of Stafford. Owen Reyda, 2024 organ schol-
ar, played “Fanfare,” by Jacques Lemmens, for the post-
lude. Support for this week’s chaplaincy and services is 
provided by the Harold F. Reed, Sr. Chaplaincy.

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT



The last piece, “Vukani,” is 
a much more recent piece, 
choreographed by Mthuthu-
zeli November.

“It’s a piece that both taps 
into and draws from South 
African traditional dance 
roots, but also draws on his 
more contemporary sensibil-
ity,” Gibney said. “It’s a piece 
in which he was really looking 
to explore his own contem-
porary sensibility. We’re real-
ly delighted to be presenting 
it to the Chautauqua audience 
because I have a feeling that 
there will be a real apprecia-
tion for what Mthuthuzeli is 
working on.”

Gibney said the company 

had originally planned to do 
another, different piece from 
its repertoire, but she and 
Gibney Company Director 
Gilbert Small felt that Chau-
tauqua’s audience would con-
nect strongly with Novem-
ber’s piece.

“Given the depth of in-
quiry of the Institution and 
given the sense of seeking 
and searching that I associ-
ate with it, it felt like (Chau-
tauquans) would really re-
spond to some of the spiritual 
themes,” she said.

Gibney said part of what 
makes the company unique 
is their commitment to 
social justice and equi-
ty, both in society and in  
dance specifically.

“We have a decades-long 
commitment to using dance 

to address social justice is-
sues and tackle inequities 
and gaps, both primarily in 
the community but also in 
the dance field itself,” Gib-
ney said.

She thinks the juxtaposi-
tion of the program will be 
interesting and engaging, 
and that Tharp’s decades-old 
iconic pieces will contrast 
nicely with November’s work 
— which will be performed 
for just the second-time ever 
tonight. She looks forward to 
seeing the variation between 
enduring classic pieces and 
cutting-edge, innovative  
new work.

Gibney hopes Chautau-
quans will engage with the 
varied, diverse program that 
showcases the breadth of 
what modern dance can be.

“I think each one of these 
pieces has a different reason 
for being and a different intel-
lectual and kinetic underpin-
ning,” she said. “To be present 
and to allow that to wash over 
(you), and to be in a mode 
of inquiry about that will  
be helpful.”

For Gibney, a successful 
performance would be one 
that sends Chautauquans 
home with an appreciation 
for the expansiveness of mod-
ern dance and the innovation 
taking place within the genre.

“Modern dance has so 
many different voices and 
different manifestations,” 
she said. “I hope it reminds 
them that they love dance, 
that dance is many things 
and that they should go see 
more dance.”
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Kernodle’s extensive body 
of scholarly writing has ap-
peared in numerous journals, 

reference books and antholo-
gies, and her popular writing 
and expertise has been fea-
tured in outlets like the BBC 
and NPR. This past December 
she spoke with Juana Sum-

mers about the comparisons 
— and manufactured rival-
ry — between Beyoncé and 
Taylor Swift, who both had 
record-breaking years. Ker-
nodle put it this way: When 
looking at the top tours of 
2023, no one would ever say 
that Bruce Springsteen was in 
competition with Ed Sheeran.

“Why is it that women are 
always pitted against each 
other? I think it has a lot to 
do with how we define artist-
ry, how we defiance accept-
able space in certain social 
spheres, but also  in reference 
to music, if women can be 
within the narrative,” Kerno-
dle told Summers.

Oftentimes, particularly in 
the history of popular Ameri-
can music, “there’s only been 
space for one woman, and 
she has to be an exceptional 
woman,” Kernodle said. “The 
way in which that exception-
alism is measured or marked 
continually changes — ac-
cording to genre, sometimes 
race, sometimes generation.”

In addition to speaking 
with NPR about the danger of 
competitive tropes hindering 
the development of women 
artists, Kernodle has writ-
ten for and consulted with 
The American Jazz Museum, 
National Museum of African 
American History and Cul-

ture, the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame, Smithsonian Folkways 
and Carnegie Hall. 

The past president of the 
Society for American Music, 
and the current curator of 
the I Dream a World Festival 
— a multi-year initiative with 
New World Symphony that 
celebrates the legacy of Black 
composers — she’s appeared 
in several award-winning 
documentaries, as well, in-
cluding “Girls in the Band,” 
and “Miles Davis: The Birth 
of Cool.” Kernodle also ap-
peared in the documenta-
ry “Mary Lou Williams: The 
Lady Who Swings the Band,” 
about the jazz pianist, ar-
ranger, and composer behind 
hundreds of compositions 
and arrangements, and more 
than 100 records.

Williams, one of the most 
celebrated women in jazz 
history, is also the subject of 
Kernodle’s book, Soul on Soul: 
The Life and Music of Mary 
Lou Williams. In it, Kernodle 
distills years of research into 
who the “real” Williams was — 
no easy feat, she wrote. More 
than 20 years after the musi-
cian’s death, historians were 
still trying to define her leg-
acy. Her life, Kernodle wrote, 
“is an epic tale of the experi-
ences of a woman who had no 
concept of limitations.”

“Stranger at the Gate” was 
nominated for Best Docu-
mentary Short Film in the 
2023 Academy Awards, and 
earned wins in its category at 
the Tribeca Festival and Indy 
Shorts International Film 
Festival, among others. With 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Malala Yousafzai as executive 
producer, the documenta-
ry short tells the true story 
of Mac McKinney, a Marine 
veteran wrestling with PTSD 
and Isamophobia, who plans 
to bomb a local Muslim com-
munity center. He’s instead 
welcomed into the communi-
ty of Afghan refugees, which 
changes everything.

“In a moment when divi-
sion is at a fever pitch and hate 
crimes are happening, to find 
a story that … has a beautiful 
message and a beautiful out-
come is just something that 
I personally needed ... and 
wanted to share it with oth-
ers,” Seftel told Amna Nawaz 
for PBS NewsHour in March 

2023. “... I found it to be a very 
hopeful message.”

Seftel’s focused his work 
on stories about overcoming 
hatred for much of the past 
decade. As a child in Upstate 
New York, he experienced an-
tisemitism first-hand — kids 
called him names, and some-
one threw a rock through the 
front window of his home.

“Those memories, they 
stuck with me,” he told 
Nawaz. After 9/11, he saw his 
Muslim friends facing a simi-
lar kind of hate.

“I thought, as a filmmaker, 
maybe I can do something in 
some small way to help,” Sef-
tel said. “Since then, for the 
last eight years, really, I have 
been making films with my 
team about American Muslim 
stories in order to shatter the 
negative stereotypes that we 
see of Muslims.”

With filmmaking as his 
art to express his soul, Sef-
tel will be joined in the Hall 
of Philosophy by returning 
ILS speaker Singh, who is as-
sistant professor of history 
at Union Theological Semi-
nary, and senior adviser for 

the Aspen Institute’s Reli-
gion & Society Program, and 
the author of The Light We 
Give: How Sikh Wisdom Can 
Transform Your Life.

In a joint column last sum-
mer for Religion News Ser-
vice, Seftel and Singh wrote 
that telling more stories of 
welcoming the stranger can 
do much to quell racism. As a 
turban-wearing Sikh Amer-
ican, Singh, too, grew up ex-
periencing racism.

“Our shared experience 
leads us to know what it’s like 
to be singled out based on 
what others think they know,” 
Seftel and Singh wrote. 
“Many factors contribute to 
these societal stereotypes, 
and the media we consume 
often plays an outsized role in 
shaping our biases.”

Stories about religion — 
whether reported or fiction-
alized — can open dialogue, 
or become “a clumsy vehicle 
for hate,” they said. 

“Storytelling that relies 
on old, simplistic tropes is 
a danger to communities 
across the country, and 
ultimately, to our democ-

racy’s health,” they wrote. 
“Centuries of antisemit-
ic depictions and ignorant 
characterizations of Mus-
lims have resulted in vio-
lence against both commu-
nities. On the other hand, 
storytelling that reveals 
our shared humanity and 
reflects the reality of our 
multireligious, multicul-
tural society can be a door-
way, welcoming others into 
fuller relationships and real 
mutual understanding.”

Seftel and Singh urged 
their readers to stop and 
think about the stories they’re 
reading and watching, and if 
they’re authentic and con-
tribute to a greater sense of 
pluralism and understanding.

“The stories we tell will 
impact that future,” the two 
wrote. “We both ask that the 
next time you’re scrolling 
through Netflix or channel 
surfing, you stop to consider 
whether the stories about re-
ligion you’ve seen recently are 
doorways or weapons — and 
keep supporting work that 
welcomes the stranger.” 

GIBNEY
FROM PAGE 1

SEFTEL/SINGH
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KERNDOLE
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DWORKIN
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The man behind it all, the 
founder of the Sphinx Orga-
nization, is Aaron Dworkin 
— a violinist, social entre-
preneur, celebrated author 
and artist — who returns to 
the Institution as part of the 
Week Six Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series and its theme 
“Exploring the Transfor-
mative Power of Music.” 
Dworkin will deliver his pre-
sentation, titled “Lessons in 
Gratitude: Excellence, Rep-
resentation, and the Trans-
formative Power of the 
Arts,” at 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amp, discussing the im-
pact of diversity and repre-
sentation in classical music 
and the enduring power of 
empowered artists as lead-
ers in society.

Dworkin is former dean 
and current Professor of 
Arts Leadership & Entre-
preneurship at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, a 2005 
MacArthur “Genius” Fellow, 
and was President Barack 
Obama’s first appointment 
to the National Council on 
the Arts. Dworkin is also the 
founder of the Institute of 
Poetjournalism — a term he 
originated, which he defines 
as “the research, creation, 
and distribution of writing 
that evokes an emotional 
connection to news related 
subjects or other relevant 
ideas utilizing elements of 
sound, meter, rhythm and/
or creative illustration.”

Dworkin first spoke 

from the Amp stage in 2007, 
with a morning lecture on 
“Breaking the Sound Bar-
rier: The Sphinx Organiza-
tion and Classical Music.” 
He talked about attending 
the University of Michigan, 
where he learned about 
Black and Latino compos-
ers and musicians — peo-
ple like violinist George 
Augustus Polgreen High-
tower, who was a friend of 
Beethoven’s, and Sanford 
Allen, who became the 
first Black musician in any 
major American orchestra 
when he joined the New 
York Philharmonic in 1961. 
Why, he asked, had no one 
told him?

“No one had ever told me 
about Black composers,” he 
said in an interview with 
Daily reporter Sara Macho. 
“I was under the assump-
tion that many composers 
had been white. At classical 
concerts I think none, if less 
than a handful, of partici-
pants had been minorities.”

For many minorities, 
Dworkin told Macho, clas-
sical music “is an art form 
they’ve never been exposed 
to, or excluded from, or had 
no opportunity to partici-
pate.” In founding Sphinx, 
Dworkin wanted to change 
that, creating an outlet for 
young musicians to take 
their experiences and “ex-
press them through music.”

The work is a gift, he 
said — “but for me, what 
I do is not work. My stu-
dents are an inspiration to 
me every day.”



JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

Sarah Johnson grew up sur-
rounded by music; it filled 
her childhood home, re-
placing the glow of a televi-
sion screen, and there was 
no limit to the types of mu-
sic that her parents — both 
artists — played around 
the house. When she was 
10, she started playing the 
oboe, setting her off on a 
path that would lead her 
to The Juilliard School, and 
eventually to Carnegie Hall.

Johnson is now chief ed-
ucation officer at Carnegie 
Hall and director of the Weill 
Music Institute, the educa-
tional wing of the prestigious 
New York City music venue. 
In the 17 years she has served 
as director, one question has 
been at the heart of all of her 
work: “What can music do?” 

Johnson’s morning lec-
ture Tuesday in the Amphi-
theater provided a few of the 
nearly limitless answers to 
that question, contributing 
to this week’s Chautauqua 
Lecture Series theme, “Ex-
ploring the Transformative 
Power of Music.”

A core part of Carnegie 
Hall’s mission, Johnson said, 
is to “bring the transforma-
tive power of music to the 
widest possible audience,” 
and she has spent much of 
her tenure at WMI focusing 
on that one word in partic-
ular: transformative.

“I think it sets a very high 
bar,” she said. “It doesn’t 
mean that we had a nice time 
at a concert; it means that 
our engagement with music 
has resulted in an evolution 
or a change in form.”

As Johnson and WMI set 
out to devise programming 
with the power to transform, 
a guiding principle emerged. 
She referred to it as the 360 
model. The idea is that pro-
gramming should be devel-
oped with more than just the 
target audience in mind; it 
should also consider the peo-
ple facilitating the programs, 
the broader community in 
which the work happens, 
the staff at any given facility 
hosting a WMI program, and 
anyone else who may come 
into the fold.

With the 360 model and 
the drive to transform in 
mind on Tuesday, John-
son discussed the Lullaby 
Project, which pairs new 
and expecting parents with 
professional artists to cre-
ate their own lullabies for 
their children. Ultimately, 
she said, this means par-
ents are able to write love 
songs to their children, 
sometimes before they’re 
even born.

But the Lullaby Project has 
demonstrated effects that 
extend far beyond strength-
ening the bonds between 
parents and their newborns.

Eighty percent of brain 
development occurs during 
the first three years of a 
child’s life, Johnson said — 
if conditions are ideal. The 
United States ranks 33rd 
globally in maternal health, 
measured by scores in 
housing, healthcare and nu-
trition, she said, and when 
security is low in any of 
those measurements, par-
ents are not able to devote 
as much time as they other-
wise could to their children, 
resulting in the slowing of 
their development.

“The good news is that 
it’s possible to change this,” 
Johnson said. “Positive 

change is possible through 
collaborative efforts that are 
happening in a lot of commu-
nities across this country.”

Participants in the Lul-
laby Project consistently 
report higher levels of pos-
itive emotion, engagement, 
meaning, achievement, 
relationship strength and 
connections than other 
parents not involved in the 
project; all of those factors 
also contribute to higher 
levels of development in 
young children, as parents 
utilize their lullabies to 
combat outside stressors.

Johnson shared a pair of 
examples from the Lulla-
by Project. The first was a 
father who wrote a lullaby 
with his wife.

“He really loved his lul-
laby,” Johnson said. “When 
he came back a month later 
for the next appointment, 
he said, ‘I’m confused. I was 
talking to my friend whose 
wife is also pregnant. I was 
so excited about my lulla-
by, and so I asked him what 
his lullaby was about, and 
he didn’t know what I was 
talking about.’ ”

He was under the im-
pression that the Lullaby 
Project was something all 
expecting parents do.

“That’s because it should 
be,” Johnson said.

She also shared the 
story of a mother named 
Alexis, who had struggled 
with depression during her 
pregnancy and wasn’t sure 
if the Lullaby Project was 
something she would be 
able to do. But she couldn’t 
pass up the opportunity to 
build a bond with her soon-
to-be-born son.

The lullaby she wrote, 
“A Song for Nico,” ended up 
being performed at one of 
the Lullaby Project’s annu-
al concerts, in which par-
ents’ lullabies from around 
the world are presented at 
Carnegie Hall.

Before she was at the 
helm of any WMI projects, 
when she was first inter-
viewing at Carnegie Hall, 
Johnson was asked: If she 
got the job, what projects 
would she be interest-
ed in starting? Her an-
swer: supporting musical 
and compositional work in 
correctional spaces. That 
idea became a reality with 
a project called Musical  
Connections. 

“I think that expecta-
tions and assumptions are 
meant to be challenged,” 
she said. “I learned that 
the very first time I went to 
Sing Sing.”

Carnegie Hall was stag-
ing a concert at the max-
imum-security prison in 
Ossining, New York, and 
Johnson recalled a conver-
sation she had with one of 
the inmates before the per-
formance; the man was dis-
appointed that the concert 
wasn’t going to be of classi-
cal music. Musical Connec-
tions was born.

Since then, the program 
has blossomed to include 35 
participants incarcerated 
at Sing Sing over the years, 
each composing their own 
musical works ranging from 
operas to chamber music, 
rap to gospel. WMI produc-
es four concerts at Sing Sing 
each year, all featuring the 
work of the men in the Mu-
sical Connections workshop.

She highlighted one par-

ticular participant, a man 
named Kenyatta Emmanu-
el, who — upon completing 
his sentence at Sing Sing — 
decided the first thing he 
wanted to do was present a 
concert featuring the songs 
he’d written, performed by 
some of the people he’d been 
incarcerated with.

The final project that 
Johnson discussed in her 
lecture was the Well-Being 
Concert Series, which com-
bines world-class musical 
performances with elements 
of self-care and mindfulness 
to promote mental well-be-
ing through music. 

“(The series) came from 
conversations I was having 
with a colleague about how 
unwell everyone seems to 
feel,” she said. “Separate from 
(COVID), we’ve learned a lot 
about how loneliness has im-
pacted us, how the isolation 
continues to ripple out, how 
our saturation in screens and 
technology, while extraor-
dinary, may not have helped 
our sense of being OK in the 
world. And we wondered, 
‘What can music do?’ ”

The concerts are very 
casual, with many attend-
ees opting to sit on cush-
ions on the floor, or even 
laying down. At the core 
of each show is research 
demonstrating that listen-
ing to music can reduce 
feelings of anxiety and de-
pression — and the com-
munity element that comes 
from attending a concert 
with others can bring peo-
ple to feel more engaged 
and socially connected.

“I really didn’t make the 
Well-Being Concerts for 
myself,” she said. “But boy, 
do I benefit from them.”

Johnson concluded her 
lecture by once again ref-
erencing the power of mu-
sic to lay the framework for 
concrete change — in fami-
lies, in communities, in the 
world. Much of that change 
she has seen with her own 
eyes, and she believes that 
music should be part of the 
answer to some of our most 
pressing problems.

“The challenges we 
face in 2024, in this deep-
ly divided time, require 
complex, collaborative re-
sponses,” she said. “I hope 
that people will increas-
ingly see that music can be 
a powerful contributor to 
the solutions we need.”
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon 
decades of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal 
homes, rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local 
insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Visit us online atWeedRoss.comor at any of our locations: 

East Aurora, Ellicottville, Randolph, Ravena, 
and our All-New Westfield location!

Sean D. Cornelius
A Fellow Chautauquan

Local

Specialized Insurance For

Vacation Home RentalBoat Business

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Sarah Johnson, chief education officer at Carnegie Hall and director of the Weill Music 
Institute, discusses the work being done through WMI’s Musical Connections program, with a video of 
Kenyatta Emmanuel — a former inmate at Sing Sing Correctional Facility — performing at Carnegie 
Hall. Above, Johnson speaks as part of the Chautauqua Lecture series Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

Johnson, in Carnegie Hall work, explores music’s power in face of social ills

SAFETY & 
SECURITY
The Department of Safety 
& Security, now located 
at 7 Massey Avenue 
adjacent to Chautauqua 
Fire Department, is 
open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during the season. (716) 
357-6225. After 5 p.m., 
Main Gate security may 
be contacted at (716) 
357-6279. In case of 
emergency, phone 911.

 » on the grounds
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT

ExploreCHQ

Learn more at explorechq.stqry.app

with free self-guided

tours by the

Chautauqua Bird, Tree

& Garden Club.

The Moore Fund for Dance 
provides funding for the 
Gibney Company perfor-
mance at 8:15 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater. This 
fund was created by Thomas 
Moore and Avril Moore. 

The Moore Fund 
provides for 
Gibney Company

The National Endowment 
for the Humanities Fund 
provides support for the 
lecture by Aaron Dworkin 
at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater. 

The National Endowment 
for the Humanities Fund was 
created through an award to 
the Chautauqua Foundation 
in 1980 as part of the Second 
Century Campaign. 

The National 
Endowment for 
the Humanities 
Fund supports 
Dworkin’s lecture

This past weekend turnout was low due to light winds. Dave Delancey (CX-613) had a dominate win on Saturday 
and the Viehe boat (CX-1) was able to hang for the win on as the wind died on Sunday.

THE CHAUTAUQUA YACHT CLUB 
JULY 27 & 28, 2024 RACE RESULTS

1st 		  CX-1       

2nd 		  CX-90

3rd		  CX-15     

C-Scow 7/28 Race 2

1st 		  CX-613       

2nd 		  CX-1

3rd		  CX-3     

C-Scow 7/27 Race 1 MC 7/27 Race 1 MC 7/28 Race 1

The CYC holds races every Saturday and Sunday afternoon, 
weather permitting, with starts off at the Bell tower.

1st 		  2738       

2nd 		  2710

3rd		  2241     

1st 		  2738       

2nd 		  2710     

HELP WANTED

Ride to New York City. 1 slim gen-
tleman, 1 small bag. 732-221-
2624 or exdentist@verison.net

Rental, 2025 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA, Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location, Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.

L E A R N  M O R E  AT  T H E AT E R . C H Q . O R G

Reserve your seat today at tickets.chq.org

by Lynn Nottage
Directed by Candis C. Jones

Performance Dates: July 30–Aug. 4 
Ticket Price: $45–55 

Fabulation
or, The Re-Education of Undine 

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

BACK ISSUES OF  
THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

If you would like any back issues of the newspaper, 
please stop at the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall.

SWIMMING
Beaches are open daily 
noon to 6 p.m., weather 
and water conditions 
permitting. Lifeguard 
must be present to swim 
in designated beaches.

Children’s Beach, by the 
Miller Bell Tower, provides 
a shallow swimming 
area and sand beach for 
youth and their families. 
Children unable to stand 
alone with their head 
above water or in need 
of flotation devices must 
be accompanied in the 
water by a responsible 
adult. Children under 12 
years of age must have a 
responsible adult present 
at the beach supervising 
their activities at all times.

Pier Beach, adjacent to 
Children’s Beach is a 
deep water swimming 
area. Children under 14 
years of age must pass 
a deep-water swim test 
administered by lifeguard 
on duty to swim in this area.

 » on the grounds

chqdaily.com
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July 31
12:15 PM

Smith Wilkes
Hall

CHOSEN FAMILY BAND:
An Exploration of the History and

Modern Themes of Queer
Country Music

A conversation with performance
by Justin Hiltner

as heard on
the WYNC's

podcast Dolly
Parton's
America.

chqdaily.com

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

SOCIAL 
MEDIA
Keep up with the 2024 
season at The Chautauquan 
Daily in words, photos, 
audio and video through 
our social platforms. 

/chqdaily

@chqdaily

@chqdaily

Add your posts to the 
conversation using #CHQ.

BANKING 
SERVICES
ATM’s are located 
in the Main Gate 
Welcome Center, the 
lobby of the Colonnade 
Building, the Brick 
Walk Café and at the 
Athenaeum Hotel. 
Money orders are 
available at the Post 
Office located in Bestor 
Plaza. The nearest full-
service banks are M&T 
and Northwest Bank, 
located in Mayville, 
approximately four 
miles north of  
the Institution.
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P R O G R A M

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!

4958 Main St, Bemus Point, NY 14712
www.bemuspointinn.com

Wednesday through Saturday 7:00am-2:00pm & 4:30pm-8:30pm.
Sunday 7:00am-1:00pm.

A Place Where Family 
And Friends Gather

6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
David Gluck (Hindu-based 
Meditation.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:00	 Gloves-on Gardening Lessons 
with Betsy. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson and Jean Fulkerson. 
Children’s Beach 

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:30	 (8:30-10:30) StoryCorps. 
“What’s Your Story?” Nancy 
Stanley, StoryCorps ambassador. 
Author’s Alcove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
“Gratitude and Blessings, In and 
Out.” Rabbi Jonathan Roos, 
senior rabbi, Temple Sinai, 
Washington, D.C. Amphitheater 
and CHQ Assembly

W
WEDNESDAY

JULY 31

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Positive Living.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:00	School of Music Opera 
Conservatory Masterclass. 
Rachel Calloway. McKnight Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30 –12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@
chq.org the day before to secure 
your spot. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Aaron Dworkin, founder, Sphinx 
Organization and Institute for 
Poetjournalism. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

11:30	 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) Bestor 
Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind 
Colonnade

12:00	 IDEA Lecture. (Programmed 
by the African American 
Heritage House.) Amit Taneja, 
senior vice president, Office of 
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and 
Accessibility. African American 
Heritage House

12:00	 (12-2) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) 
Paper collaging. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Women in Ministry. Hall of 
Missions

12:15	 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua 
Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair 
for the Organ. Amphitheater

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15	 Chosen Family Band: An 
Exploration of the History and 
Modern Themes of Queer Country 
Music. (Programmed by LGBTQ+ 
and Friends.) Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 CLSC Young Reader Book 
Discussion. Solo, by Kwame 
Alexander. Led by Stephine Hunt  
and Holly Martineau. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

12:30	 Authors @ The Smith: Gary 
Sirak, How to Retire and Not Die, in 
conversation with Jane Kerschner. 
Smith Memorial Library

12:30	 Lunch and Learn. (Sponsored 
by the Hebrew Congregation of 
Chautauqua) “What Jewish Tradition 
Can Teach us about Disent in the 
Modern World.” Rabbi Cookie 
Olshein. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30	 (12:30-2:30) Shipman Garden 
History & Horticultural Tours. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Betsy Burgeson and 
Janine Obee. Tour at 12:30, Q-and-A 
at 1:30. Miller Cottage

12:45	 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Learn 
about the Institution grounds at 
a guided historic tour along the 
Chautauqua shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 Language Hour. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) German, 
French, Spanish, Italian and more. 
CWC House

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 (1-3) Play CHQ Premium. 
(Programmed by Youth and Family 
Programs.) Your Choice Activity Kit. 
Fee. Sheldon Hall of Education

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni Hall and 
Pioneer Hall

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Joshua Seftel, Oscar-nominated 
and Emmy-winning film director, 
Simran Jeet Singh, assistant 
professor of history, Union 
Theological Seminary; senior 
advisor, Religion and Society 
Program, Aspen Institute. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Fabulation. 
Live audio descriptions. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

3:00	 (3–5) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Bestor Plaza

3:15	 Knitting on the Porch. 
(Programmed by the United 
Methodist House.) United 
Methodist House

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. “The 
Art of Listening.” Rossen Milanov, 
music director, Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) McKnight Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Speaker Series. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) 
Tammy L. Kernodle, University 
Distinguished Professor of Music, 
Miami University of Ohio. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Catholic House

3:30	 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center) 
“The Catskills.” Everett Jewish 
Life Center

4:00	 Play CHQ. (Programmed by Youth 
Programs and Activities.) STEM 
by the Water, Feelin’ the Beat. All 
ages. Timothy’s Playground

4:00	 School of Music Piano 
Masterclass. HaeSun Paik. 
Donations accepted to benefit the 
School of Music Scholarship Fund. 
Sherwood-Marsh 101

4:15	 Jack’s Tree Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, forester. Smith Wilkes Hall

4:30	 School of Music Double Bass 
Studio Recital. Fletcher Music Hall

4:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Kim Hehr (Gong Meditation.) 
Hurlbut Sanctuary

5:00	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“The Power of Books to Nurture 
Classroom Community.” Kwame 
Alexander, Michael I. Rudell 
Artistic Director of Literary Arts. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Norton Hall

5:00	 Chautauqua Softball League. 
Sharpe Field

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:30	 Environmental Interfaith 
Service. (Programmed by 
Abrahamic Program for Young 
Adults.) Jessica Trapasso Memorial 
Pavilion at Children’s School

5:30	 CVA Gala: Party on the Quad. 
(Sponsored by Chautauqua Visual 
Arts and the Friends of Chautauqua 
Visual Arts.) Fee. Tickets at art.
chq.org. Arts Quad

6:00	 Play CHQ. Dungeons & Dragons 
game night. Hultquist 101

6:30	 Eventide. (Programmed by the 
Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
“What we have learned so far 
from researching 10 years of 
the Archives.” Deb First, African 
American Heritage House. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Ballroom

6:30	 StoryCorps Recording. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

6:30	 Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. (Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Turner Community 
Center

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

7:00	 School of Music Opera 
Conservatory Recital. Musical 
Theater Showcase. Donations 
accepted to benefit the School 
of Music Scholarship Fund. 
McKnight Hall

7:00	 Christian Science Testimony 
Meeting. Christian Science Chapel

7:00	 Pre-Performance Lecture with 
Chautauqua Dance Circle and 
Gibney Company. Smith Wilkes Hall

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Fabulation. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:00	 YAC Dance. (Programmed by 
Youth Programs and Activities.) 
Ages 12-17. $5 admission. Youth 
Activities Center

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Gibney 
Company. Amphitheater

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 1

•••	 Chautauqua County Day

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30	 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Kate 
Mayberry. Corner of Massey & 
Hawthorne

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: David 
Gluck (Hindu-based Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:30	 Gentle Stretch Stand Up 
Paddleboard (SUP) Class. 
Sports Club

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00	 (9 –10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Waste 
Not and Clean Up Your Mess.” 
Rabbi Jonathan Roos, senior 
rabbi, Temple Sinai, Washington, 
D.C. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Tasting and Exploring Shabbat 
Cuisine—Chicken soup and Matza 
Balls.” Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:00	 Live Radio Broadcast. WQLN 
NPR. Classics with Brian Hannah. 
Author’s Alcove

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30 –12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
David Brown, founder and 
creative director, Harmony Project. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

11:30	 (11:30–1:30) Ask the Staff Tent 
Time. Bestor Plaza

11:30	 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) Bestor 
Plaza

12:00	 (12-2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) Play 
Back in Time. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 CTC Theater Chats. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
“The Satirization of Stereotypes.” 
Fabulation, by Lynn Nottage. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

12:15	 Master Series Masterclass. “The 
Innovative Craft and Far-Reaching 
Impact of Poetjournalism Upon Our 
Society.” Aaron Dworkin, founder, 
Sphinx Organization and Institute 
for Poetjournalism. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Ballroom

12:15	 Bag Lunch. (Programmed by the 
Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
Jesus and John Wayne: How White 
Evangelists corrupted a faith and 
fractured a nation, by Kristin Kobes, 
presented by Welling Hall. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Seminar (Practice 
and Discussion.) Presenter: 
David Gluck (Hindu-based 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30	 Brown Bag. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) “A Quaker Perspective on 
Spirituality.” Michael Birkel, Friend 
of the Week (chaplain.) Quaker 
House, 28 Ames

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “The 
Art of Biblical Storytelling.” The 
Rev. David Mowry, Waud Chair of 
Homiletics, University of St. Mary 
of the Lake, Mundelein, Illinois. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Play CHQ Premium. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs.) Tie 
Dye. Fee. Bestor Plaza

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

1:30	 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage Tours. 
(Tickets required.) Miller Cottage

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Jolene Rickard, associate 
professor of Indigenous Art in 
History of Art and Visual Culture, 
Cornell University. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 (2-3) Chautauqua Visual Arts 
Open Studios. Arts Quad

2:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Fabulation. 
Sensory-friendly performance. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before curtain 
at Bratton kiosk.) Bratton Theater

3:00	 (3-5) Chautauqua Visual Arts 
Resident Group Exhibition. Arts 
Quad

3:30	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Eric Gansworth, 
author, Apple: Skin to the Core. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Baptist 
House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

3:30	 Meet-and-Greet the Weekly 
Chaplain. (Sponsored by Everett 
Jewish Life Center and the Hebrew 
Congregation of Chautauqua.) Rabbi 
Jonathan Roos, senior rabbi, Temple 
Sinai, Washington, D.C. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

4:00	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) African 
American Heritage House, 40 Scott

4:00	 (4-6) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs.) Mini 
Golf. Timothy’s Playground

4:15	 Twan’s Thursday Bird Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Twan 
Leenders, ecological restoration 
manager, Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy. Purple Martin Houses 
at the Sports Club

4:30	 Air Band. (Programmed by 
Youth Programs and Activities.) 
Amphitheater

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:00	 Visionary Philanthropy: 
Celebrating the Roe Green 
Theater Center. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Theater Company.) All 
ages. Brawdy Studio, A parking lot 
of bus barn

5:00	 Master Series Masterclass. 
A Short Film Screening and 
Discussion of “Tapping Into Our 
Past, Tapping Into Our Future, 
Ayodele Casel: Embodying History 
through Music and Movement.” 
Jennifer Burton, professor of 
the practice, theatre, dance, 
and performance studies, Tufts 
University. (Registration required. 
$49. Visit tickets.chq.org.) Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

5:30	 (5:30-6:30) Alzheimer’s Disease 
and Other Dementias Caregiver 
Support Group. Turner Community 
Center, Room 105

6:30	 Chautauqua Theater Company 
Celebrates 150 Benefit Reading. 
Old Times by Harold Pinter. 
(Contributions go towards the Roe 
Green Theater Center. To make a 
gift larger than $150, call or visit the 
Ticket Office.) Bratton Theater

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ House

6:45	 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center 101

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Brahms Piano 
Concerto.” Alexander Kobrin, 
piano, Rossen Milanov, conductor. 
Amphitheater 

	 • Johannes Brahms: Piano 
Concerto No. 1 in D minor, Op. 
15 – 44’

	 • Robert Schumann: Symphony No. 
4 in D minor, Op. 120 – 28’
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