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Changing perspectives and 
igniting hearts, the Ivalas 
Quartet is taking the stage 
in Chautauqua for the very 
first time. 

Ivalas Quartet — with Reu-
ben Kebede and Tiani Butts 
on violin, Marcus Stevenson 
on viola, and Pedro Sanchez 
on cello — is performing at 
4:15 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall for the Chautau-
qua Chamber Music Guest 
Artist Series with a program 
that is outside of their norm, 
consisting of all contempo-
rary works. 

Their program includes 
Jessie Montgomery’s “Strum,” 
Carlos Simon’s “Warmth from 
Other Suns,” Eleanor Alber-
ga’s String Quartet No. 2, and 

Derrick Skye’s “Deliverance.” 
“Strum” is the culmina-

tion of several pieces writ-
ten in 2006, and was ar-
ranged for string quartets 
in 2008. Montgomery’s mu-
sical style combines many 

genres — classical elements, 
folk music, spirituals, im-
provisation, R&B, jazz, hip-
hop, and elements of poetry 
— that brings a unique ex-
perience with every piece.
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Dacher Keltner, 
founding director of 
the Greater Good Sci-
ence Center and pro-
fessor of psychology 
at University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, is set 
to deliver the morn-
ing lecture at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater.

Keltner will kick off the 

Week Seven 
theme, “Wonder 
and Awe – A Week 
Celebrating Chau-
tauqua’s Sesqui-
centennial” with 
a lecture about 
the biology and 
evolution of emo-
tion, particularly 

emotions like wonder, awe, 
compassion and beauty.

Keltner is a professor of 

psychology at University of 
California, Berkeley, where 
he is one of the world’s fore-
most emotion scientists, 
and the author of a book on, 
appropriately, awe — Awe: 
The New Science of Every-
day Wonder and How It Can 
Transform Your Life.

For Keltner, awe is “the 
feeling of being in the pres-
ence of something vast that 
transcends your understand-

ing of the world,” according to 
his 2016 article “Why Do We 
Feel Awe?,” in which he ex-
plores the evolutionary rea-
sons behind the emotion.

In the article, Keltner ex-
plained that awe seems to 
serve two primary purposes 
in modern life. The first is 
that awe instills a sense of 
self in terms of the collec-
tive that is imperative to the 
success of communal living. 

Communal living, Keltner 
explained, “required a new 
balancing act between the 
gratification of self-interest 
and an orientation toward 
supporting the welfare of 
others.” As a result, experi-
ences of awe help individu-
als to orient their actions to-
ward the interests of others.

The second purpose of 
awe in modern life is one 
that Keltner describes as 

the “proximal kind.” He 
said that people, when in 
a state of awe, are contin-
ually driven by incessant 
questions of “why?” and 
the hope to answer them, 
which instills innovation. 

“Awe drives people to 
paradigm-shifting discov-
eries and new technolo-
gies,” he wrote.

Emotion scientist Keltner focuses on ‘Awe’ of ‘Wonder & Awe’

See KELTNER, Page 4

Community Church of Honolulu’s Butler 
to discuss how Hawaiian culture, values 
informs approach to community-building

In Lenna Hall, Ivalas Quartet to present 
chamber recital of fresh, modern works

Rachmaninoff’s Symphony No. 3 is filled 
with “sweeping melodies, colorful high en-
ergy, and a broad expressive emotional pal-
ette,” said Maestro Timothy Muffitt, and in 
it, the composer’s genius is on overt display.

The Music School Festival Orchestra and 
Muffitt, the School of Music’s artistic di-
rector and MSFO’s conductor, will take on 
Rachmaninoff’s Third Symphony as the final 
piece in the evening’s program when they 

perform at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphi-
theater.

While the performance also includes Gala 
Flagello’s “Bravado” and Richard Strauss’ 
“Death and Transfiguration” — all difficult, 
Muffitt said — the Rachmaninoff  specifically 
provides an opportunity for growth to “ex-
plore some expressive territory” through its 
unique challenges. 

See IVALAS, Page 4

IVALAS QUARTET

MSFO journeys through 
full spectrum of emotion 

with pieces by Flagello, 
Strauss, Rachmaninoff

KELTNER

BUTLER

See MSFO, Page 4

SWEEPING EXPRESSIVE
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The Music School Festival Orchestra performs under the baton of School of Music Artistic Director Timothy Muffitt last Monday in the Amphitheater.
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Pastor Amy But-
ler believes that 
courageous com-
munities of peo-
ple who live with 
tenacious love 
can change the 
world, and with 
this outlook, she 
opens the Week 
Seven Interfaith Lecture 
Series theme of “Wonder 
and Awe — Reverence as a 
Response to the World” at 
2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy.

Butler grew up in Ha-
wai’i, where she’s now 
Designated Pastor at the 
Community Church of Ho-
nolulu. When she thinks 
about the question “What 

does it take to 
build community 
that can change 
the world?,” she 
draws on Hawaiian 
culture and, as she 
wrote on her web-
site, the deep and 
rich values of her 
Hawaiian ances-

tors: Aloha (love, respect); 
Lōkahi (harmony, unity); 
Mālama (to care for, to 
honor); Pono (goodness, 
morality); and Po‘okela 
(greatest, to excel).

“I grew up breathing that 
tropical air, immersed in 
that culture, and those val-
ues became fundamental to 
who I am,” Butler wrote.

In addition to her cul-

ture and childhood, she 
wrote, her Christian faith 
“has provided a profes-
sional framework for ex-
ploring the possibility and 
promise of that question.”  

At college, “wonderful 
professors at Baylor Uni-
versity helped open my 
mind and heart to a wid-
er understanding of God’s 
work in the world, one that 
embraced and included ev-
eryone, even women who 
felt called to lead Chris-
tian institutions,” Butler 
wrote. “At Lake Shore Bap-
tist Church in Waco, Texas, 
I found an amazing faith 
community that licensed 
me to the ministry.”

See BUTLER, Page 4
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• The CLSC Class of 
2003 is invited to our an-
nual breakfast meeting at 
7:45 a.m. Wednesday on the 
Holecs’ porch at 27 Vincent 
/ Brick Walk. There will 
be juice and coffee; please 
bring breakfast items to 
share. Afterwards, we will 
gather at 8:45 a.m. to march 

under our banner in the 
Recognition Day parade. 
Remember to wear your 
shirt, scarf, and stole.

• The CLSC Class of 2004 
will meet at 8 a.m. on Wednes-
day at the tables behind the 
Brick Walk Cafe on Bestor 
Plaza before the Recognition 
Day parade. Muffins will be 

provided but bring your own 
beverage. At 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, meet at the Rooses’ home 
at the corner of the Brick 
Walk and Janes for our 20th 
year reunion meal and cake.

• The CLSC Class of 2005 
will meet before the parade 
at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday 
on Bestor Plaza. Look for 

our banner!
• The CLSC Class of 2006 

will hold its annual mem-
bership meeting at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesday at the pic-
nic lot at 11 Ames. Donuts 
will be provided. Wear your 
class shirts and bring walk-
ing sticks for the parade. 

• The CLSC Class of 2012 
will hold its annual meet-
ing at 1:30 p.m. today in 
the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Dining Room. 
Meet the readers from your 
graduation class again. 
Business will be conducted, 
new officers will be elect-
ed, and ideas for future ac-
tivities will be discussed. 
Your suggestions for good 
reads are welcome. 

• CLSC Class of 2015: Gath-
er with your class officers 
at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday for 
Recognition Day in front of 
the Chautauqua Bookstore. 
Practice our class chant and 
remember to wear your pur-
ple class shirt!

SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

In 2009, U.S. Poet Laureate 
Robert Pinsky came to Chau-
tauqua to discuss An Invita-
tion to Poetry, a Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle 
selection for that year. And 
with him, he brought the 
Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem 
Project — every year since, 
Chautauquans have been 
sharing their favorite poems, 
in their favorite place.

“His mantra for that year, 
when he was the poet laure-
ate, was that poetry wasn’t 
just for academics,” said Nor-
ma Rees, Robert Pinsky Fa-
vorite Poem Project Chair 
and member of the Friends 
of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center. “It was for everybody, 
for the general public, trying 
to get people to think about 
poetry and how it relates to 
each of us individually.”

At 5 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy, the 16th annual 
Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem 
Project will give Chautau-
quans of all kinds a platform 
to read their favorite poem 
and share why it has touched 
their life in some way.

“Everything we read of 
poets is so important in this 
time of discontent and mal-
content, and they can speak 
to us about ways of verbaliz-
ing how we feel and give us 
new ways to think about how 

we feel,” Rees said. “I think 
it’s really important for men-
tal health, and I think it’s im-
portant for lots of aspects in 
our life.”

Rees has been chair of the 
project for many years and 
said it never gets old. She 
makes new memories every 
year, and fondly remembers 
the first time she read her fa-
vorite poem to the Chautau-
qua crowd. 

“I’m from Australia, and I 
was able to read ‘My Country,’ 
by Dorothea Mackellar, early 
on, probably 10 or 15 years ago 
— it was a real thrill to stand 
up in the Hall of Philosophy,” 
she said.

With an audience and a 
group of readers that grows 
each year, the appreciation 
and diversity of the chosen 
poems has expanded, too 
— even the years the Insti-
tution had online-only, and 
hybrid, programming.

“We’ve done it both years 
through COVID on Zoom, 
and I think what stands out is 
that people are interested in 
it. People appreciate the fact 
that we make an effort to get 
this organized,” said Rees. “I 
believe that Robert Pinsky 
had the right idea when he 
urged us to expose unlikely 
recipients to good poetry.”

Participants are chosen by 
a committee of Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Cen-

ter, who look over the appli-
cations of people explaining 
why they chose the poem and 
what it means to them, and 
create a dynamic program 
that jumps among styles of 
poetry and ages of readers.

“There’s people who have 
come and listened to poetry 
for many years, and then all 
of a sudden, maybe they’re a 
little older, and they find they 
can actually stand up in the 
Hall of Philosophy and read a 
poem, and share it with their 
family and friends,” said Rees. 
“And then young people, they 
often step up and read their 
poems, and it’s always inter-
esting to hear their choice. 
They bring new choices of 
poetry to the Pinsky Project. 

They’re not just the old, fa-
miliar, comfortable poems.”

As part of the Institution’s 
sesquicentennial celebration 
this year, the Robert Pinsky 
Favorite Poem Project com-
mittee has decided to incor-
porate some older poems and 
literary arts figures into the 
event this afternoon.

“Some poems being read 
are about that time, mid- 
to late-1800s poetry,” Rees 
said. “And then also these 
new poets who keep coming 
up, the new poet laureates, 
and with such amazing po-
etry that needs to be heard 
needs to be shared, and it’s 
just one small, little ven-
ue where we can share and 
maybe start a spark.”
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Keltner to present ‘Awe Walk’ for Masters Series
Dacher Keltner, author of Awe: The New Science of Everyday 
Wonder and How It Can Transform Your Life, will present a 
special “Awe Walk” Masterclass as part of the 2024 Chau-
tauqua Masters Series at 3:30 p.m. today starting in Miller 
Park, with an opportunity for direct engagement by audi-
ence members. Attendees can register for this session at 
tickets.chq.org; only advance registration will be permitted. 
Attendance is limited and meeting location will be shared 
upon registration.

Klay to present Tuesday Masterclass for Masters Series
Phil Klay, author of the 2015 Chautauqua Prize-winning 
book Redeployment, will present a Masterclass as part of the 
2024 Chautauqua Masters Series at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Ballroom, with an op-
portunity for direct engagement by audience members. The 
session is titled “Unlearned Lessons: American Citizenship 
and Foreign Wars.” Attendees can register for this session 
at tickets.chq.org, and registrations will also be taken at the 
door on a space-available basis.

Audition for the 2025 Motet Choir
The Motet Choir leads our weekday worship services and 
the two services on Sunday in conjunction with the Chau-
tauqua Choir. Singers must have a background of choral 
singing with excellent vocal quality and sight-reading abil-
ity. Selected singers receive a gate pass for the weeks they 
sing with the choir. Auditions for the 2025 season are cur-
rently being held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings after 
morning worship. Email choir@chq.org or call 716-357-6321 
early in the week to schedule an in-person audition for the 
2025 summer season.

Chautauqua Music Group news
At 5 p.m. today on Bestor Plaza, come to our easy-breezy, 
wondrous, Chautauqua Music Group. Bring your friends 
and family, instruments, voices, a chair and any music you 
love. We had a diverse, joyous group last summer, including 
a hammer dulcimer, guitars, violins, ukuleles, a saxophone 
and more. Call Sue Fallon with questions or ideas, anytime 
from late morning on at 917-771-1166.

Tennis Center news
The Tennis Center has several weekly clinics available for 
varying skill levels. Learn a new tennis stroke everyday of 
the week in the Stroke of the Day Clinic from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. For intermediate players or higher, 
engage in games and drills in the Morning Clinic from 9 to 
10 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

The Dawn Patrol invites tennis players to join a doubles 
round robin each weekday from 7 to 9 a.m. at the Tennis 
Center. Please check in at the Pro Shop. Morning Doubles 
runs from 10:30 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday. Please 
email the Tennis Center the day before to sign up. All levels 
welcome for both men and women. 

There is Open Pickleball from 8 to 11 a.m. Sunday through 
Saturday and from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday at 
the Tennis Center. Sign in at the Pro Shop and play. For more 
information, call the Tennis Center at 716-357-6276.

LGBTQ+ and Friends news
Join us at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday in the Garden Room of the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall for our weekly Dis-
cussion Group. This week’s theme is “We are Surrounded 
by Magic and Wonder. Do You See It? Do You Feel It?” 
Bring your lunch. 

Sailing Center news
Get $15 off rentals and $10 off lessons during the sailing 
happy hour from noon to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday at 
the Sailing Center.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Join us for Mah Jongg from 1 to 3 p.m. today at the CWC 
House. The comedy show “Sally Love and Friends: Keeping 
it Real” is from 7 to 8 p.m. tonight at the CWC House. Tickets 
are available at chautauquawomensclub.org. 

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library hosts an “Art of Investing” 
community discussion with Dennis Galucki at 4 p.m. today 
on the second floor. “Fiber Arts Get Together” is from 9:15 to 
10:15 a.m. on Tuesdays at the library. Children’s Story Time 
is at 10:45 a.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays on Bestor Plaza 
(rain location is inside the library.) All visitors are welcome 
to get a library card. Join financial adviser Alan R. Green-
berg at 2 p.m. on Tuesday in the upstairs classroom for a 
market update and discussion. 

An Evening with Kwame Alexander
Experience an exclusive, one-night-only event with Kwame 
Alexander, the No. 1 New York Times bestselling author and 
Michael I. Rudell Artistic Director of Literary Arts, as he 
shares his stories from his time in the United Kingdom. “An 
Evening with Kwame Alexander” will take you on a journey 
that blends poetry and music into one memorable experi-
ence. Join us from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. tonight at Afterwords 
Wine Bar! There is limited seating available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Rieser, Chapman to Appear on ‘Chautauqua People’
Rick Rieser, retired CEO, will be interviewed at 1 and 7 p.m. 
today on “Chautauqua People.” Dana Chapman, MBA, PMP, 
appears at 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. today. Both are interviewed 
by “Chautauqua People” producer John Viehe and can be 
seen daily until Friday. “Chautauqua People” runs on Access 
Chautauqua, cable channel 1301.

Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ Center marks 16 years 
of Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem Project at Institution

SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

The Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, and its com-
panion CLSC Young Readers 
program, are joining forces 
this week with the selection 
Mexican WhiteBoy, by Matt 
de La Peña.

At 1:15 p.m. today in the 
porch of the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall, read-
ers of all ages can come to-
gether for a book discussion 
on Mexican WhiteBoy, the 
Week Seven pick for CLSC 
Young Readers and CLSC 
alike. The CLSC Young Read-
ers event, usually Wednesday, 
is today instead to accom-
modate the various CLSC 
Recognition Week events. If 
time allows, this week’s ear-
ly reader book, also written 
by de La Peña, Milo Imagines 
the World, will be part of the 
discussion. de La Peña will 
also be giving his CLSC pre-
sentation for Mexican White-
Boy on Thursday in the Hall  
of Philosophy.

Mexican WhiteBoy is a 
young adult novel that touch-
es on themes of race, belong-
ing and friendship. The story 
centers around Danny Lopez, 
a part-Mexican, part-white 

16 year-old with a passion for 
baseball, as he struggles with 
feeling that he doesn’t belong 
anywhere. Danny leaves San 
Diego in order to reconnect 
with his father, who left the 
country years ago, and spend 
time with his father’s family 
in Mexico. As he navigates 
his complicated relationship 
with cultural identity, Dan-
ny finds a way to embrace 
all sides of his heritage, in a 
journey that leads to self-dis-
covery, and acceptance.

“He comes from Califor-
nia, where he’s constantly 
told he’s too brown … and 
goes into Mexico where 
he’s told he’s too white,” 
said Manager of Literary 
Arts Stephine Hunt. “He’s 
living in that double-cod-
ed world … an existence of 
double consciousness.”

In many ways, the book 
fits within the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series of the week, 
“Wonder and Awe,” said Hunt.

“It opens up new capaci-
ties or larger conversations, 
to find wonder and awe and 
our everyday life and our 
own identities,” she said, 
“which is something de La 
Peña finds in himself — the 
different parts of himself and 

the way that he’s come to be 
in this world, and the wonder 
and curiosity, of how he con-
tinues to build his own iden-
tity at these borderlands, of 
identity and in reality, both 
from the San Diego and Mex-
ican side of the border. ”

Leading the discussion 
will be Hunt and Chautau-
quan Anne Pekrul, who will 
highlight the key themes 
and topics of the book, while 
avoiding spoilers so those 
who haven’t yet read the 
book can still participate. 

This week’s early read-
er book, Milo Imagines the 
World, is a picture book 
about Milo, and his imagina-
tion as he embarks on a sub-
way journey with his sister. 
In his sketchbook, he writes 
and draws what he imagines 
about the people he sees — 
but as the trip progresses, 
he starts realizing that his 
initial assumptions were not 
very accurate, and he learns 
to look beyond surface-level 
characteristics of people. 

“What’s super cute about 
this book is it’s really just 
about imagination and all its 
facets,” Hunt said. “How does 
imagination lead to wonder 
and lead to concrete things 

in the world? Things that you 
might picture with imagina-
tion that turn into things like 
architecture, cityscapes, ur-
ban planning. We get to fol-
low Milo with his handy-dan-
dy little pencil as he starts to 
learn how imagination can 
transform into real world 
things and experiences.”

After the book discus-
sion, a Play CHQ event will 
be hosted on the Alumni 
Hall Lawn if weather allows, 
where kids of any age are 
encouraged to engage in ac-
tivities and games related to 
the books, while they listen 
to the book discussion.

de La Peña’s ‘Mexican WhiteBoy’ joint pick 
this week for CLSC, CLSC Young Readers
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Sonya Subbayya Sutton reads “Love (III),” by George Herbert, 
during the last year’s Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem Project, 
programmed by the Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center, on 
July 31, 2023, in the Hall of Philosophy.
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“Choose love, because the alternative is unthink-
able,” the Most Rev. Michael Curry told Chau-
tauqua. “Now turn to your neighbor and say to 

them, ‘Choose love.’ ” And the congregation at the 10:45 
a.m. Sunday ecumenical worship service in the Amphi-
theater said, “Choose love.”

Curry’s sermon title was “Choose Love,” and the scrip-
ture readings were Joshua 24: 14-15 and Matthew 22:34-40. 

Joshua, in preparing the Israelites to enter the Prom-
ised Land, told them that they must “revere the Lord and 
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness.” 

He said to “choose this day whom you will serve,” if 
they were unwilling to serve the Lord. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus encountered a lawyer who 
asked what was the greatest commandment. “Jesus went 
right to Deuteronomy 6:5, ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with 
all your might.’ Then Jesus went to Leviticus 19:18 ‘... you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Rabbi Hillel said, 
‘This is the essence of Torah; all else is commentary.’ ”

Choose love, Curry said.
James Russell Lowell, American poet, critic, diplomat 

and abolitionist, wrote The Present Crisis in 1845 when 
the United States was on the verge of war with Mexico 
and the Civil War was on the horizon. Curry quoted one 
verse and noted that the NAACP used the name The Cri-
sis as the name of its magazine.

“Once to every man and nation comes the moment to 
decide, / In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the 
good or evil side; / Some great cause, God’s new Messi-
ah, offering each the bloom or blight, / Parts the goats 
upon the left hand, and the sheep upon the right, / And 
the choice goes by forever ‘twixt that darkness and that 
light.”

“In 1845 the nation was about to tear itself apart,” 
Curry said. “In this nation, in this election year, in this 
world, we are tearing ourselves apart. Once to everyone 
and every nation, ‘the choice goes by forever ‘twixt that 
darkness and that light.’ We must choose love.”

There is currently a debate on how much free will 
people have. Curry said that determinism seems to have 
won the day over free will. People are being told that 
they are helpless victims who can do little about their 
situation.

“I am not letting us off the hook. Much is determined, 
but there is a whole lot within reach,” Curry said, “When 
I was a parish priest in Baltimore, I would tell the con-
gregation that we can’t do everything, but we can do 
something. We have agency to make something happen. 
‘Once to everyone and every nation, the choice goes 
by forever ‘twixt that darkness and that light.’ We must 
choose love.”

Curry’s father, who was also an Episcopal priest, often 
quoted Joshua 24: “Choose who you will serve.” 

“Joshua told the people if you don’t know who you will 
serve, choose,” Curry said. “It is written in the Hebrew, ‘I 
don’t know about y’all, but I choose the Lord.’ You must 
choose love.”

Jesus often got into conversations with lawyers, Curry 

said. They were schooled in the rabbinic tradition of ask-
ing questions of the text, and to continually ask questions. 

Nicodemus, a lawyer, came to Jesus at night. “Why did 
he come at night? I say because he was the first Episco-
palian and he wanted to get close when no one was look-
ing,” Curry said. “When Jesus encountered the lawyer in 
Luke 10, Jesus answered the question, ‘Who is my neigh-
bor?’ by asking, ‘What does the law say?’ Then comes the 
story of the Good Samaritan.”

This exchange came up during the beginning of Pass-
over, or Holy Week for Christians. “Jesus was wrestling 
with which road to take. He could overthrow the Romans 
by violence or he could take the way that would give life 
to everyone,” Curry said. “Jesus had the power for revo-
lution, but he chose the way of love.”

The greatest commandment in the Torah is to love 
God with all your heart, soul and mind. The second is to 
love your neighbor as yourself. Everything the Hebrew 
prophets were railing about began with the reason God 
created the world — the reason Moses went to free the 
people, that is — love God and love your neighbor.

“If you are a Democrat, your neighbor is a Republican, 
and if you are a Republican, your neighbor is a Democrat, 
and Independents can have either way,” Curry said. “Love 
your neighbor when you are in the best frame of mind.”

He continued, “To love God, your neighbor and your-
self is the trinity of life. You have got to love yourself if 
you love God and God will love what God has made. We 
have agency. We are children of God and the Bible says 
God is love, so love yourself.”

To love God, your neighbor and yourself is a formula 
for life, said Curry. “I am giving you good medicine. The 
secret of life is to choose love.”

In 1 John 4, the writer says that love is of God, and 
those who say they love God but hate their neighbors 
don’t love God.

Curry said that his performance metric, his one goal 
in his retirement year, is to “get every Episcopalian to 
know by heart one verse of scripture, 1 John 4:7-8. ‘Be-
loved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Who-
ever does not love does not know God, for God is love.’ ” 

Curry asked the congregation to say “God is love” 
together, then asked just the men to say, then just the 
women, then all together again. 

He continued, “Love has the power to lift up and liber-

ate, because the God who created us gave us agency and 
that agency is love. Through love, we find the power to 
live in good days and bad.” 

Curry quoted the Frank Sinatra song “That’s Life” as 
an illustration: “I’ve been a puppet, a pauper, a pirate, a 
poet / A pawn and a king / I’ve been up and down and 
over and out / And I know one thing / Each time I find 
myself / Flat on my face / I pick myself up and get / 
Back in the race / That’s life.” 

“That’s life,” Curry sang, and the congregation ap-
plauded. “Jesus was down for the count on Good Friday, 
but he was up on Sunday. That is the power of love. You 
can transform the world by that power.”

Curry grew up in Buffalo and admitted to being a fan 
of the Buffalo Bills. “You know I am a man of faith be-
cause I stuck with them in the ’90s when they went to 
four Super Bowls. A friend called after the last loss and 
told me ‘I figured out what Bills stands for. It means “Boy 
I love losing Super Bowls.’ ” He is going to have to pay me 
an indulgence to get into heaven.”

He then became thoughtful and said, “After the shoot-
ing at the Tops Market on Jefferson Avenue, the commu-
nity came together and the Bills took the lead. I used to 
ride my bike near that store and the man killed 14 people 
who were just grocery shopping. The Bills took the lead 
and they won the season that mattered. If they never win 
another Super Bowl, they won the game that matters. 
They had ‘Choose Love’ on their helmets.”

Choose love and you change the world with your love.
Choose love and let justice roll down like waters.
Choose love until everybody is somebody.
Choose love and study war no more.
Choose love and love each other as God’s children.
“Once to everyone and every nation, the choice goes 

by forever ‘twixt that darkness and that light,” Curry 
said. He then led the congregation in singing one verse 
of “This Little Light of Mine.” The congregation stood 
and applauded and shouted. 

The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, senior pastor 
for Chautauqua Institution, presided. Robin Musher, a 
retired attorney from Pittsburgh and president of the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Class of 2024, read 
the scripture. The prelude was “Carillon de Westminster,” 
Op. 54, No. 6, by Louis Vierne, played by Joshua Stafford, 
director of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair 
for the Organist on the Massey Memorial Organ. For the 
anthem, the Chautauqua Choir sang “If ye love me,” music 
by Philip Wilby and text from John 14: 15-18. The choir was 
under the direction of Stafford and accompanied by Rees 
Taylor Roberts, 2024 organ scholar, on the Massey Organ. 
The offertory anthem, sung by the choir, was “Greater 
Love,” music by John Ireland and text from Song of Songs 
8: 7, 6; john 15: 13; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 1 Peter 
2:9 and Romans 12:1. The choir was under the direction of 
Stafford and accompanied by Roberts. Soloists for the an-
them were Joanne Sorensen and James Evans. The post-
lude was “Toccata en ré majeur,” by Marcel Lanquetuit. 
Support for this week’s services and chaplaincy is provid-
ed by the Samuel M. and Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund. 
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Meet Your Local
Insurance Agent

At Weed Ross, we offer clients the highest quality insurance plans, a personal 
relationship, and the best prices available. As we continue to build upon 
decades of expertise, we specialize in coverage for vacation homes, seasonal 
homes, rental properties, lake houses, and more. Our dedicated team of local 
insurance agents helps ensure optimal coverage at the lowest rate possible.

Visit us online atWeedRoss.comor at any of our locations: 

East Aurora, Ellicottville, Randolph, Ravena, 
and our All-New Westfield location!

Sean D. Cornelius
A Fellow Chautauquan

Local

Specialized Insurance For

Vacation Home RentalBoat Business

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

Choose love, Curry urges, to choose world-transforming power

Chautauqua’s 150th anni-
versary celebration con-
tinues this week with the 
fourth in a series of five 
lectures centering on the 
history of the institution’s 
program pillars: religion, 
recreation, education and 
the arts. This week’s Pillar 
Talk focuses on Chautau-
qua’s religion pillar, led by 
former Director of Religion 
Maureen Rovegno. Rovegno 
will speak at 3:15 p.m. today 
in Smith Wilkes Hall.

Rovegno retired from 
her role as director of the 
Department of Religion in 
2023, 18 years to the day of 
first taking the position. 

She came well-prepared 
to work with the Depart-
ment of Religion, having 
served previously on the 
Chautauqua Institution 
Board of Trustees from 
1996 to 2004; as chair of 
the annual Chautauqua 
Fund from 1996 to 2002 — 
the first woman in that po-
sition; and as chair of the 
Religion Advisory Commit-
tee from 2000 to 2005, as 
well as in other capacities 
for the Department of Reli-
gion and the Institution. 

Rovegno is a chaplain, 
having served in hospice, 
hospital, and prison set-
tings. She was trained in 
Clinical Pastoral Ministry 
after receiving her Master’s 
of Divinity from Harvard 
Divinity School, with a con-
centration in Comparative 
Religious Ethics and a min-
isterial focus in Restorative 
Justice, working extensive-
ly with Healing Circles. 

While at HDS, Rovegno 
also studied Arabic in or-
der to better understand 
Islam, one of the Abrahamic 
Religions to which Chau-
tauqua dedicated a 17-year 
study at her suggestion, 
for the purpose of teaching 

the historical and contem-
porary theological mean-
ings inherent in the belief 
that Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam share a common 
ancestor in the patriarch 
Avraham / Abraham / Ibra-
him — as well as a common 
future. The Abraham Pro-
gram for Young Adults at 
Chautauqua, back this year 
after a four-year hiatus, was 
Rovegno’s brainchild.

Having taught world 
religions for many years, 
Rovegno also worked with 
Ambassador Swanee Hunt’s 

Women Waging Peace Pro-
gram at Harvard, and then 
with the Global Peace Ini-
tiative for Women, with the 
Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, 
to empower women world-
wide to raise their voices 
for peace and to help other 
women to do the same. 

She took part in the 
crafting of Karen Arm-
strong’s Charter for Com-
passion as part of the 
Institution’s always broad-
ening Interfaith Outreach. 
For this purpose, she also 
created and directed the 
Chautauqua Abrahamic 
Program for Young Adults, 
a signature Chautauqua 
program to involve young 
adults ages 16-22 in con-
versations and experienc-
es that foster understand-
ing and connection among 
practitioners of the Abra-
hamic religions as well as 
all seekers of knowledge. 

“There is nothing like 
(Chautauqua) in the entire 
world,” Rovegno told The 
Chautauquan Daily in 2023. 
“There is no place that has 
anything like its history. And 
its history, I love to say, you 
get to explore with religion.”

Rovegno to give Pillar Talk on religion 
at Chautauqua, reflect on 18 years in role

ROVEGNO
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Gabriel Roth, violinist and 
second-year MSFO stu-
dent, is looking forward to 
performing Rachmaninoff’s 
Symphony No. 3, since it 
was on the schedule for 
2023 but got switched out 
for another work.

“Rachmaninoff’s harmon-
ic and melodic language 
speaks to me very deeply,” 
Roth said. “I appreciate how 
intensely passionate his mu-
sic is, while at the same time 
not being overstimulating in 
a way that can turn you off 
from some music.”

Strauss’ “Death and Trans-
figuration,” which explores 
the mystery of death and 
what may lie beyond it, has “a 
kind of profundity, with pen-

sive moments,” Roth said.
“Being the tone poem that 

it is, it’s full of thoughtfulness, 
intense emotion and tran-
scendence,” Roth said.

Roth has performed the 
Strauss twice, and is looking 
forward to the many mu-
sically inspiring moments 
within it. He’s new to the 
Rachmaninoff and “Brava-
do,” which is a newer work, 
composed for the 2023 Tan-
glewood Music Festival. It 
embodies exactly what the 
name indicates: bold, reck-
less, daring, confident.

Roth attends Oberlin Col-
lege and Conservatory, pur-
suing degrees in history and 
violin performance. The de-
cision to return to Chautau-
qua was an easy one for Roth; 
the schedule and program is 
conducive to a musician who 

aims to improve, he said.
“The program is very 

well-balanced between solo 
chamber and orchestral play-
ing; I don’t feel like I’m miss-
ing out on an aspect of that 
while here. It’s useful for any 
musician who really wants to 
learn and get better at their 
instrument — and of course 
I enjoyed working with my 
teacher here,” Roth said. “This 
is a good place for me to con-
tinue to improve as I transi-
tion into grad school and the 
professional world.”

Chautauqua provides a 
space in which rising musi-
cians can take the opportu-
nity to develop professional 
habits early. This, plus the 
chance to collaborate with 
other musicians he respects 
to a great degree, and “fan-
tastic” conductors like Muffitt 

and this year’s David Effron 
Conducting Fellow Samu-
el Hollister, also conducting 
this evening, is not something 
that he takes lightly. 

Growing up in a fami-
ly of musicians helped him 
appreciate the value of art; 
although as a kid he (reluc-
tantly) participated in Suzu-
ki classes for a while, there 
was a turning point with the 
death of his grandfather. Roth 
realized that he wanted to be 
able to play the instrument 
well to express emotions in a 
way that words cannot.

“Music is something I can 
never really get bored of,” 
Roth said. “There’s always 
more music to discover, more 
ways to play better, new an-
gles through which I may look 
at the music; that’s very intel-
lectually stimulating, as well.”
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BAGUETTE & CHARCUTERIE 

WARM BAGUETTE 8
salted butter

CREAMED BRIE 18
fig jam, green apple slices, 
warm baguette

OLIVE MEDLEY 11
warm baguette

CHARCUTERIE  
& CHEESE 20
meat, cheese

LIGHT 

MEDITERRANEAN 
QUICHE 17
roasted vegetables, 
spinach, feta, egg custard

BURRATA & PESTO 18
arugula, toasted baguette

COFFEE & TEA 

FRENCH PRESS  
COFFEE 9

ENGLISH BREAKFAST 
TEA 4

SANDWICH 

AFTERWORDS CUBAN 18
prosciutto, roast pork, Gruyère, sweet spicy pickles, onion, 
dijon, mayo on baguette served with Arcadian greens

ROAST BEEF 18
brie, green apple slices, dijon, mayo on baguette served 
with Arcadian greens

ROASTED VEGETABLE 18
Gruyère, pesto on baguette served with Arcadian greens

Ask your server for details on our 
current dessert selection.

A F T E R W O R D S
WINE BAR

Scan the QR code for hours 
and wine list.

On Bestor Plaza

C H A U T A U Q U A  I N S T I T U T I O N

chautauquabookstore.com 716.357.2151

CHQ Pop Socket
Available Now
$13.95

Alongside our books,  
we also carry a  
wide selection of CHQ-
themed clothing and 
souvenirs. There are 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, 
stationery, umbrellas, 
magnets, stickers, etc. 

Open daily, 8 a.m.–8 p.m. during the season;  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. the rest of the year.

C H AU TAU QUA 
B O O K S T O R E

“Warmth from Other Suns” 
draws inspiration from Isa-
bel Wilkerson’s The Warmth 
of Other Suns, a Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Cir-
cle selection in 2011, about 
the Great Migration of Af-
rican-Americans from the 
rural south to the north-
east, midwest, and urban 
west. A Grammy-nominated 
artist, Simon’s work high-
lights the importance of 
heritage and identity; his 
most recent album, Shame 
of Chicago, uncovers the 
true stories behind the sys-
tem of racial segregation 
and wealth disparity in Chi-
cago. It’s the piece this af-
ternoon that makes Kebede 
the most emotional.

“You might feel nostalgia, 
longing, fear, and doubt, but 
also there’s a lot of beauty 
in that work,” he said. “It’s 
incredibly dynamic, and I’m 
excited for the audience to 
hear that.”

The work has three move-
ments, the first called “Rays of 
Light” with what Kebede de-
scribes as beautiful texture; 
the second is called “Flight” 
which has blues undertones 
and sounds like it’s “run-
ning away from something.” 
The final movement is titled 

“Settle” and it “brings back 
themes from the first move-
ment, and maybe the families 
have arrived at their desti-
nation in the north,” Kebede 
said — “but the way it ends 
makes you wonder whether it 
is truly settled or not.” 

Continuing with the af-
ternoon’s program, Jamai-
can-British composer Al-
berga gained notoriety as a 
pianist due to her improvisa-
tion sessions, leading to many 
commissions for new com-
positions. Her String Quartet 
No. 2 was written in 1994 and 
begins with an explosive mo-
tif that is explored through-
out the rest of the piece. 

“Deliverance” was written 
specifically for Ivalas Quar-
tet, and premiered in Febru-
ary. It blends Persian clas-
sical melodic systems with 
rhythmic elements from 
West and North African mu-
sic to play with perspective. 
The piece demonstrates 
how something initially per-
ceived as an imperfection, 
over time and with a change 
in perspective, can be seen 
as an aspect of perfection.

Although the audience 
might find something a lit-
tle bit off — most may be 
used to the Western classi-
cal canon — Kebede said the 
ears will accept it with a bit 
of listening.

Formed in 2017, Ivalas 
Quartet has distinguished 
itself on world stages with 
a commitment to inclusiv-
ity, artistic curiosity, and 
excellence in performance. 
Awards include the top prize 
at the 2019 WDAV Young Art-
ist Chamber Music Compe-
tition in North Carolina and 
the grand prize at the 2022 
Coltman Music Competition 
in Texas.

Ivalas seeks to celebrate 
BIPOC voices because “any-
time you have a diversity of 
voices and opinions, it makes 
things stronger,” Kebede 
said. The quartet focuses on 
community work by going 
into schools and playing for 
children; for Kebede, this is 
personal. When he was a kid, 
a quartet visited his school 
— but no one in the group 
looked like him. 

“We’re able to go in and 
be a string quartet that 
looks like a lot of students 
who might not see a violin-
ist who is Black or a cellist 
who is Latino. That’s some-
thing that really affects us, 
as well, when we see stu-
dents react so positively to 
the things we’re doing. … It 
really is one of our favorite 
things to do because it just 
warms your heart.”

The quartet’s musicians 
are dedicated teachers, as 
well. Through the Sphinx 
Organization, Ivalas has 
presented programming 
in the Metro Detroit area, 
emphasizing community 
engagement. The group is 
also the Graduate Resident 
String Quartet at The Juil-

liard School, and performs 
an annual recital in Carne-
gie Hall. 

Although this is the first 
time the quartet is per-
forming at Chautauqua, 
Ivalas’ cellist Sanchez was a 
student in the Music School 
Festival Orchestra, so this 
is a full-circle moment for 
him. From being taught to 
teaching, Kebede finds a 
new perspective through 
collaborating and getting 
creative with methods. 

“Music brings joy to a lot 
of people. It’s fun to be in a 
school and play something 
then see the kids’ faces,” 
Kebede said. “Of course, 
on any given day, it might 
not affect everybody, but I 
think if we have gone into 
a school and one kid out of 
100 is like, ‘Whoa, I want to 
try playing the cello,’ then 
we’ve really done our job.”

This understanding of 
positive and significant 
emotions can instill a bet-
ter sense of self and out-
look on life. Keltner’s lec-
ture will delve further into 
“awe” as a concept and the 
significant role it can play 
in an individual’s life as an 
introduction to the Week 
Seven series of lectures.

In addition to his most 
recent book, Keltner is the 
author of The Power Para-
dox: How We Gain and Lose 
Influence, Born to Be Good: 
The Science of a Meaningful 
Life and The Compassionate 
Instinct: The Science of Hu-
man Goodness. Keltner also 
worked as the scientific 
adviser behind Pixar’s film 
“Inside Out,” and is the host 
of Greater Good Science 
Center’s podcast, “The Sci-

ence of Happiness.”
His areas of research 

explore power structures, 
social class, morality and 
decision making, art and 
music and emotion, ex-
pression and awe. Keltner 
is specifically focused on 
understanding the social 
function of emotion and 
how emotions allow hu-
mans to respond adap-
tively to social situations, 
whether they are conflicts 
or opportunities, that de-
fine human living.

“Based on this ap-
proach to emotion,” Kelt-
ner wrote in his research 
description, “I have docu-
mented the appeasement 
functions of embarrass-
ment, the commitment 
enhancing properties of 
love and desire, and how 
awe motivates attachment 
to leaders and principles 
that transcend the self.”

KELTNER
FROM PAGE 1

IVALAS
FROM PAGE 1

MSFO
FROM PAGE 1

But in her Baptist denom-
ination, finding a pastoral 
job as a woman was diffi-
cult; Butler’s professional 
work in ministry began as 
the director of a homeless 
shelter for women in New 
Orleans. She stayed in New 
Orleans, becoming Associ-
ate Pastor of Membership 
and Mission at St. Charles 
Avenue Baptist Church.

In 2003, Butler became 
the senior minister at the 
historic Calvary Baptist 
Church in Washington 
D.C.’s Chinatown, and then 
for five years the seventh 
senior minister of The Riv-
erside Church in the City of 
New York. In both church-
es, she was the first woman 

to take on her roles. 
It was challenging, and 

“church leadership is chal-
lenging in general,” Butler 
wrote on her website. “As 
I said in a recent sermon: 
‘The church can break our 
hearts more often than it 
does the gospel work of 
healing us.’ That’s just the 
truth. But the church can 
also be a powerful force for 
healing and hope, and I’m 
proud to know and work 
alongside so many who 
share that conviction. My 
family and my Hawaiian 
culture taught me early 
about ‘ohana’ … that stick-
ing together and learning 
to live what we believe is 
one of the most powerful 
and radical ways we can 
show up in the world.”

BUTLER
FROM PAGE 1

On Instagram: @chqdaily

Of course, on any given 
day, it might not affect 
everybody, but I think 
if we have gone into a 
school and one kid out of 
100 is like, ‘Whoa, I want 
to try playing the cello,’ 
then we’ve really done 
our job.”

—REUBEN KEBEDE
Violinist, 

Ivalas Quartet
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At their peak in the late 
1800s, over 4 billion Amer-
ican Chestnuts called the 
United States home, mak-
ing up nearly a quarter 
of all trees in the Eastern 
United States. The “cradle 
to grave tree” was wide-
ly used for food, furniture 
and building materials, and 
was considered amongst 
the most important trees 
on the east coast.

In 2024, the American 
Chestnut is functionally 

extinct, a deadly parasite 
having nearly wiped out 
the entire population be-
ginning at the turn of the 
20th century.

The Chautauqua Cli-
mate Change Initiative will 
be hosting a screening of 
“Clear Day Thunder,” a fea-
ture-length documentary 
about the American Chest-
nut Foundation and the 
work it is doing to save the 
imperiled tree, at 5 p.m. to-
day at Smith Wilkes Hall. 

“People today kind of 
don’t even know that we 

had this tree — that we had 
4 billion of these trees,” said 
Catherine Martini, TACF 
northeast regional out-
reach coordinator. “We’re 
just trying to keep telling 
the story so that we don’t 
forget that this happened, 
and so that we don’t forget 
that there are still some 
Chestnuts out there, and 
that we can still save them.”

The American Chestnut 
population was decimated 
by Chestnut blight, a fun-
gal disease that came from 
Japanese Chestnut trees 

that were introduced to 
the United States. The fun-
gus makes its way beneath 
a tree’s bark and eventual-
ly causes the tree to girdle, 
when a ring of bark is re-
moved from the tree. When 
a tree girdles, it is no longer 
able to send nutrients back 
and forth between the roots 
and the canopy, causing the 
tree to die. Chestnut blight 
first appeared in American 
Chestnuts in 1904, and took 
only 40 years to wipe out 
nearly the entire population.

But all hope is not lost 

for the American Chestnut. 
TACF was founded 40 years 
ago with the sole purpose 
of preserving, protecting 
and reviving the American 
Chestnut population, Martini 
said, and researchers at TACF 
have started utilizing a meth-
od called backcross breed-
ing to combine genes from 
American Chestnuts with 
genes from Chinese Chest-
nuts, which are far more re-
sistant to chestnut blight, to 
create a new version of the 
American Chestnut that can 
survive in the range it once 
used to dominate.

“What we did was take 
an American Chestnut and 
a Chinese Chestnut, which 
is resistant to the blight, … 
and crossed those,” Martini 
explained, “and then took 
the offspring from that and 
crossed it with an Amer-
ican, took the offspring 
from that and crossed that 
with an American, to try 
to get the genes for blight 
resistance, but have a tree 
that looks and acts like an 
American Chestnut.”

There is still lots of work 
to be done, Martini said, but 
she hopes that Chautau-
quans who watch the film 

will leave with a deeper un-
derstanding of how import-
ant the American Chestnut 
once was to the Eastern 
United States, as well as 
what their roles could be 
in joining the movement to 
save the tree — and any oth-
er creature that depends 
help of humanity to survive.

“I hope that they gain 
hope, not only for this tree, 
but for a lot of other ailing 
creatures in our environ-
ment,” she said. “Whether 
they have legs or roots or fins 
or wings or whatever, there 
are people out there that ar-
en’t going to give up. Ever.”

JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

Chautauquans may have 
noticed a new landmark 
piercing up from the hori-
zon at University Beach. Or 
perhaps they’ve noticed the 
new, blue sculpture that 
sits on the lawn of the Ath-
enaeum Hotel. And maybe, 
if they’ve kept their eyes 
peeled on the greens of the 
Lake Course of Chautauqua 
Golf Club — whether on 
the sixth hole or, on a drive 
off the grounds, the 15th — 
they’ve spotted some of the 
creatures who are in the 
midst of their long-awaited 
return to Chautauqua.

Beginning in 2020, os-
preys started returning to 
Chautauqua County for the 
first time since the species 
was nearly wiped out by the 
pesticide DDT between the 
1950s and 1970s. The Chau-
tauqua Watershed Conser-
vancy installed a nesting 
pole for the birds at Loom-
is Goose Creek Preserve 
in 2015, eventually inviting 
back the first pair of ospreys, 
and has since worked to 
place six more around Chau-
tauqua Lake as the county’s 
osprey population has con-
tinued to slowly grow.

This April, the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club worked to 
build a nesting perch at Uni-
versity Beach. There’s also 
the Washed Ashore osprey 
sculpture that now sits per-
manently on the Athenae-
um Hotel lawn across from 
Sports Club — which will be 
officially dedicated at 3:30 
p.m. today — as a reminder 
of the animal that has be-
come somewhat of an unof-
ficial mascot of Chautauqua.

“This is the first time 
there was a bird that was 
really a success story in 
our county,” said Jeanne 
Wiebenga, vice chair of the 
board of directors of the 
CWC and BTG board mem-
ber. “That was a very hope-
ful sign that conservation 
is really working.”

In the 1940s, DDT, a 
chemical pesticide origi-
nally used to combat the 
spread of malaria and ty-
phus, came on the public 
market. Many families used 
it on their properties to kill 
insects, and it was used on 
a wide scale in many agri-
cultural settings to remove 
pests from crops. 

Environmental con-
cerns about DDT were ex-
pressed by scientists as 
early as 1944, but a wide-
spread movement to end 
the use of the pesticide did 
not begin until the 1962 
publication of Rachel Car-
son’s Silent Spring, which 

argued that chemical pes-
ticides like DDT were hav-
ing catastrophic effects on 
the environment, wildlife, 
and human health. Silent 
Spring became a bestseller, 
and ended up launching 
the modern environmental 
movement. DDT would ul-
timately be banned in 1972. 

But the damage was al-
ready done — and the ef-
fects on the U.S. osprey 
population were devastat-
ing. Over time, DDT made 
its way into the digestive 
systems and bloodstreams 
of ospreys through their 
consumption of other an-
imals; the chemical would 
be eaten by an insect that 
was eaten by a fish that was 
then eaten by an osprey, for 
example. The DDT would 
then weaken the calcium 
metabolism in the ospreys, 
leading them to produce 
weak, thinly-shelled and 
often infertile eggs, result-
ing in the population drop-
ping to less than 16,000 in-
dividuals — with none left 
in Chautauqua County.

“In 1972 … (DDT) had al-
most almost completely 
annihilated the bald eagles 
and the ospreys,” Wiebenga 
said. “After 1972 they slowly 
began to return, but most-
ly on the East Coast and on 
the West Coast. It was not 
until around 2015 … that 
the first offspring was seen 
in this part of the country.”

Ospreys are raptors 
characterized by their mas-
sive range, distinctive color 
patterns, impressive hunt-
ing abilities, and unique 
diet — they are piscivores, 
meaning they almost ex-
clusively consume fish. And 
they hunt fish with remark-
able effectiveness, success-
fully catching a fish one in 
every four diving attempts, 
usually taking only 12 min-
utes to find their meal. They 
can also spot fish from hun-
dreds of feet in the air, and 
they are able to adjust their 
diving patterns according 
to the refraction of the wa-
ter, allowing them to dive 
almost directly on top of 
their chosen fish as high as 
70% of the time.

Ospreys are also found on 
all six of the inhabited con-
tinents; there aren’t any on 
Antarctica, “but who knows, 
with climate change,” Wie-
benga quipped. They prefer 
nesting very high above the 
ground, in open areas that 
allow for easy approach at 
higher speeds. That is why 
the CWC and BTG, along 
with other conservation 
organizations around the 
county, have started build-
ing osprey nesting platforms. 

The platforms, like those 
seen at University Beach or 
on the golf course, are often 
built using the materials of 
unused utility or telephone 
poles. The structures are 
Y-shaped, and have a circu-
lar or square-shaped plat-
form where the ospreys can 
actually build their nests 
— which can sometimes be 
large enough for a human to 
comfortably sit inside of.

In Chautauqua, the first of 
these nesting platforms was 
built in 2015. But the platform 
at Loomis Goose Creek Pre-
serve would sit vacant for five 
years. It wasn’t until 2020 and 
the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic that anyone start-
ed noticing some action at 
the nesting platform. 

“The road was very quiet, 
there was almost no traffic 
between Jamestown and 
Mayville. … Nobody went 
shopping, nobody went to 
work,” Wiebenga recalled. 
“Maybe that was a signal to 
some ospreys to say, ‘Well 
this sounds like a nice place 
to settle.’ ”

For the first time in half 
a century, ospreys were 
back in Chautauqua Coun-
ty. Wiebenga, who spent her 
career as a doctor, became 
somewhat of an amateur 
expert on the raptors as she 
spent time photographing 
their triumphant return to 

Western New York — a sea-
son-long installation of her 
osprey photography called 
the Athenaeum Hotel lob-
by home in 2022. Notably, 
she helped set up a camera 
on the nesting platform at 
Loomis Goose Creek Pre-
serve that took hundreds of 
photos of the birds each day, 
allowing the CWC to moni-
tor their progress and make 
important observations.

The camera has ob-
served that it’s been the 
same ospreys returning 
to the same nest year af-
ter year — and those same 
ospreys have been having 
babies. In 2023, the mat-
ing pair, named Femke and 
Hauke, had three babies. At 
the end of their time in the 
northeast, where ospreys 
come for breeding, the os-
prey couple will return, 
children in tow, to South 
America, where they will 
stay until next year. And, 
in a couple of years, their 
babies will hopefully follow 
them back to Chautauqua.

Since Femke and Hauke 
first arrived in 2020, the 
osprey population has 
grown to include at least 18 
individuals, and the CWC 
has observed nine new os-
preys being born, as well. 

The most exciting thing, 
Wiebenga said, is that once 
the ospreys are here, they 

will continue coming back 
and continue having babies, 
so Chautauqua’s osprey 
population will continue 
to slowly rise. Considering 
there wasn’t a single osprey 
in the area for nearly 50 
years, that’s no small feat.

“It’s just so spectacular 
that they go away, and that 
we can trust them to come 
back a year later, at the same 
time and do the whole thing 
all over again,” Wiebenga 
said. “To raise three chicks 

is an enormous job, and to 
raise them from a tiny little 
fluff ball to an adult sized 
bird in just eight weeks — 
you can’t imagine what a 
big task that is, and they do 
it faithfully, dutifully, every 
year. Then they go away, and 
then they come back. They 
spend the winter apart, 
and they come back. There 
is something so incredibly 
wonderful about that, that 
faithfulness to their natural 
rhythm. We just love it.”

‘Clear Day Thunder’ shares attempts to save imperiled American Chestnut

After 50-year absence, ospreys are returning to Chautauqua’s skies

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
From its perch, an osprey keeps watch July 31 over the sixth hole on the Lake Course of the Chautauqua Golf Club, where an osprey family 
have taken up residence in a new nest near the green.

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
A Washed Ashore Osprey Sculpture is installed July 11 on the 
Athenaeum Hotel lawn opposite Sports Club; the sculpture will be 
dedicated at 3:30 p.m. today.
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO 
ADVERTISE: 

716-357-
6206

ANNOUNCEMENTSFOR RENT HELP WANTED

Solo at Chautauqua? Meet fellow 
solo travelers at the tables behind 
the Brickwalk Caf‚ at 4PM TODAY.

W h a t  d o  y o u  l o v e  a b o u t 
Chautauqua? Tell us! chqcom-
mongrounds@gmail.com

Rental, 2025 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA. Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location. Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.

Aspiring high school freshman 
volleyball player seeks coach or 
training partner during Wk7. 
Compensation negotiable.  If 
interested, please contact par-
ents at 202.415.0912

ChautauquaNYHomes.com
DebbieRoweRealtor@gmail.com
1 Morris Ave., Chautauqua, NY

@ChautauquaNYHomes

Debbie Rowe
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

Thinking of buying or
selling next season?
Let’s have a plan!

homeIT'S GOOD TO BE

716.640.6507

McCredie Family Fund supports Keltner’s lecture

Sheldon Fund provides 
support for Ivalas Quart

The McCredie Family Fund 
supports the lecture by 
Dacher Keltner at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater. 

Since meeting in college 
in 1961, Yvonne and Jack 
McCredie had spent part of 
every summer at Chautau-
qua prior to the pandemic. 
Jack’s mother and father 
met here in the 1920s while 
his mother’s family was vis-
iting on the grounds and 
his father was working at 
the Hotel Lenhart in Bemus 
Point, New York. After rent-
ing for several years, they 

purchased a home at the 
south end of the grounds. 
Except for 2020, Jack has 
spent part of every summer 
of his life at Chautauqua.   

The McCredie daugh-
ters, Elizabeth Daley and 
Emily Walker, have also vis-
ited every summer. Eliza-
beth’s three children have 
inherited their parents’ and 
grandparents’ love of Chau-
tauqua and visit whenev-
er they can make the long 
trip from South Pasadena, 
California. The younger 
members of the clan, Lucy 

and Leland Walker, make 
frequent trips, both on and 
off season, to Chautauqua 
with Emily and Phil from 
Ithaca, New York.

Jack has served as a 
member of the Chautauqua 
Institution Board of Trust-
ees both in the 1970s and 
most recently from 2007 to 
2015. Yvonne worked with 
the Alumni Association of 
the CLSC, and they served 
as co-chairs of the Chau-
tauqua Fund from 2012 to 
2014 and as honorary co-
chairs in 2018. Jack also 

served as a volunteer with 
the Promise Campaign.  

The family agrees that it 
is a great thrill to return to 
Chautauqua every summer 
to reunite with family and 
friends and to renew them-
selves with outstanding 
programs. The McCredies 
say they feel privileged to 
be able to continue sup-
porting the world-class 
activities of this wonderful 
institution and hope that 
“we will always have the 
‘Children’s School enthusi-
asm’ deep in our hearts.”

The Julia and Ralph C. Shel-
don, Jr. Fund for the Per-
forming Arts provides sup-
port for the chamber music 
performance by the Ivalas 
Quartet at 4 p.m. today in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.  

The Julia and Ralph C. 
Sheldon, Jr. Fund for the 
Performing Arts was estab-

lished in 1981 through gifts 
to the Chautauqua Founda-
tion by Ralph C. Sheldon, 
Jr. and Betty Sheldon of 
Lakewood, New York. The 
stated purpose of this fund 
is to “assist Chautauqua In-
stitution … maintain a high 
degree of quality in all of its 
performing arts programs.”

Chautauqua Institution 
Annual Corporation Meeting

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 
Corporation will be held Saturday, August 10, 2024, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation will review 
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to 
serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to 
the Institution’s bylaws.

Please note that the 2024 Class B Trustee Nominees are 
Michelle Adelman, Gary Reeve and Rick Rieser. They have each 
submitted a statement. Their statements are printed below and 
can also be accessed at https://www.chq.org/about/board-of-
trustees/annual-corporation-meeting/.

The deadline for designating voters and assigning proxies was 
July 26, 2024, and changes to your voting record cannot be made 
at this time. However, if you have a question about whether you 
are eligible to vote, please contact Tamara Silzle at (716) 357-6222.

Chautauqua Institution’s audited financial statements, ending 
December 2023, may be found at https://www.chq.org/about/
board-of-trustees/.

LAURA P. COOMBS  
POSTURE THERAPIST  
(315) 486-0534

POSTURE
CAMP

W
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M

ON-DEMAND VIDEO 
COURSE

13 VIDEOS; 20 MINUTES 
EACH

THE PERFECT DAILY 
PRACTICE FOR BETTER 
POSTURE, BALANCE, & 
MOBILITY

WALK TALLER AND 
STRONGER

ELIMINATE ACHES & PAINS 
AT THE ROOT!

SUMMER SPECIAL! $137 $79

SCAN QR FOR INFO & 
REGISTRATION

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Want to subscribe?  
Visit our website to view rates and call to get set up. 
The Daily can be mailed anywhere in the country.
chqdaily.com/subscribe
716-357-6235
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WEEK 7
ANNUAL STAFF
APPRECIATION
WEEK

CELEBRATING CHQ STAFF TOGETHER

Acknowledging the extraordinary dedication and hard 
work of the 1,400+ staff that work tirelessly to make our 
Chautauqua experience so special and unique.

WITH LOVE, Your Fellow Chautauquans

THIS WEEK WE 
ENCOURAGE YOU TO 

REACH OUT TO
Our kind, creative, 

dedicated, helpful staff 
and show your 

appreciation by:

• Saying thanks!
• Giving an extra generous tip.

• Sharing a smile and your kindness.

You can get an “I     CHQ Staff” button at Spruce Home Décor (at the Colonnade shops)

SINCE 1984.SINCE 1984.
a  Chautauqua traditiona  Chautauqua tradition

VISIT VISIT ERATEAMVP.COMERATEAMVP.COM
FOR ALL MLS REAL ESTATE LISTINGS & VACATION RENTALS:

O: 716.357.2307  |  1 MORRIS AVE, CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION

3539 Morley Road, North Harmony, NY 14710

Cynthia “Cindy”  Sellstrom
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
Mobile: (716) 485-3498
Office: (716) 413-0200
23 E. 3rd St. Suite 100
Jamestown, NY 14701

to learn moreto learn more
  & contact me today!& contact me today!

close to Chautauqua Institution! 

Follow the 
Daily for 
a steady 
stream of 
the latest 
news from the grounds 
on X: @chqdaily

THE CHQ DAILY

TO ADVERTISE WITH THE DAILY, CALL 716-357-6206
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P R O G R A M

M
MONDAY

AUGUST 5

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leaders: 
Muinuddin Smith and Kainat 
Norton (Sufism.) Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Faith: 
A lesson from an African Tree.” 
The Most Rev. Michael Bruce 
Curry, presiding bishop and 
primate, The Episcopal Church. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 U.U. Minister’s Feedback. U.U. House

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House.) “Maimonides — The 
Guide for the Perplexed.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30 – 12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Dacher Keltner, author, Awe: The 
New Science of Everyday Wonder 
and How it Can Transform Your Life. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

11:30	 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:00	FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
SERIES. Squonk: Street Puppet 
Workshop. Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12-2) Play CHQ. Cardboard Fort 
Building. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle Book 
Discussion. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Literary Arts.) 
World of Wonders: In Praise of 
Fireflies, Whale Sharks, and 
Other Astonishments by Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil. Presented 
by Fred Zirm and Margaret 
Edwards. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 ECOC Midday Talk. “Getting 
to Know Bishop Vincent.” Tim 
Binkley. Randell Chapel

12:30	 Little Sprouts Brown Bag. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club.) Story and Nature 
Craft ages 3+. Lynette Caplice. 

Smith Wilkes Hall Patio

12:45	 Guided Group Kayak Tour. 
Learn about Chautauqua Lake at 
a new guided kayak ecological 
tour along the Chautauqua shore. 
Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 Play CHQ Premium. Torn Tissue 
Candle Holders. Fee. Sheldon Hall 
of Education Room 202

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.) African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

1:00	 (1-3) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club.) Memberships available at 
the door. CWC House

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni Hall and 
Pioneer Hall

1:15	 CLSC and CLSC Young Readers 
Book Discussion. Mexican 
WhiteBoy, by Matt de la Peña. 
Stephine Hunt, manager 
of literary arts, Chautauqua 
Institution, Anne Pekrul. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Amy Butler, designated pastor, 
Community Church of Honolulu, 
Hawai’i. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

3:15	 Pillar Talks: Reflection on 150 
Years of Chautauqua Programs. 
Maureen Rovegno, former 
director of religion, Chautauqua 
Institution. Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30	 Lecture. (Sponsored by the 
Everett Jewish Life Center.) “The 
Hollow Crown: Shakespeare 
on How Leaders Rise, Rule, 
and Fall.” Eliot Cohen, Arleigh 
Burke Chair in Strategy, Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies, Washington, D.C.. 
Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30	 Seminar. (Programmed by 
the Department of Religion.) 
“Courageous Conversations on 
Death and Dying.” Shahid Aziz. 
Presbyterian House Chapel

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“Awe Walk.” Dacher Keltner, 
professor of psychology, 
University of California, Berkeley; 
co-director, Greater Good 
Science Center, University of 
California, Berkeley. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) Miller Park

3:30	 Washed Ashore Osprey 
Sculpture Dedication. 
(Sponsored by Chautauqua 

Chautauqua 
Women's 
Club EST. 1889 

Chautauqua Women's Club, Inc. 
Notice of Annual Membership Meeting 

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Chautauqua Women's Club, Inc. will 
take place on Monday, August 12th, 2024, at 9:00am at the Chautauqua Women's 
Club (CWC), 30 S. Lake Drive, Chautauqua, NY 14722. 
The agenda of this meeting will be: 

I. Receipt of the Officers' Reports
IL Election of the Board Directors

Any member in good standing unable to participate in the meeting may complete 
the attached proxy and return to Kelly Ann Boyce, President, at 
president@chautauquawomensclub.org or Susan O'Connor Baird, Secretary, at 
office@chautauquawomensclub.org or the CWC House. The 2024-2025 slate is 
available to view at www.chautauquawomensclub.org

Proxy 
I, ___________________, a member of 
the Chautauqua Women's Club, Inc. for the year 2024 do hereby appoint Kelly 
Ann Boyce, President, or Susan O'Connor Baird, Secretary, to cast my vote at 
the CWC Annual Membership Meeting on Monday, August 12th, 2024, at 
9:00am at the Chautauqua Women's Club (CWC), 30 S. Lake Drive, 
Chautauqua, NY 14722. The purpose of the meeting shall be to elect new 
members to the Board of Directors and to transact all such business as may 
lawfully come before the meeting. I hereby waive all notice requirements of the 
meetings and adjournment thereof. 

Signature Date 

Climate Change Initiative.) 
Athenaeum Hotel Lawn, across 
from the Sports Club

3:30	 Humanism Seminar. Led by John 
Hooper. UU House

4:00	 Art of Investing. Community 
discussion with Dennis Galucki. 
Smith Memorial Library

4:00	 Play CHQ. Dare to Dream. 
Timothy’s Playground

4:15	 Chautauqua Chamber Music 
Guest Artist Series. Ivalas 
Quartet. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:15	 Lake Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
“Chautauqua’s Fisheries.” Justin 
Brewer, fisheries biologist, 
New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
Fisheries. Pier Building

4:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Suzanne Watters. (Sound 
Meditation.) Hurlbut Sanctuary 

5:00	 Film and Talk. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative and Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle.) “Clear Day 
Thunder: Rescuing the American 
Chestnut.” Catherine Martini, 
northern regional outreach 
coordinator, American Chestnut 
Foundation Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00	 Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem 
Project. (Programmed by the 
Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Hall of Philosophy

5:00	 Knitting Us Together: Creating 
Resilient Communities. 
(Programmed by Quaker House.) 
Kriss Miller, friend in residence 
(host). Quaker House, 28 Ames

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

6:30	 An Evening with Kwame 
Alexander. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) 
Afterwords Wine Bar

6:30	 StoryCorps Recording. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio

7:00	 Palestine Park Tour. “A Journey 
Through the Holy Land in the 
Times of Jesus.” Palestine Park 
(weather permitting)

7:00	 (7–7:30) Taizé and Tea. Meditative 
Worship. UCC Randell Chapel

7:00	 Sally Love and Friends: Keeping 
it Real Encore Performance. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Fee. CWC House

8:15	 MUSIC SCHOOL FESTIVAL 
ORCHESTRA. Timothy Muffitt, 
conductor, Samuel Hollister, 
conductor. Amphitheater

	 • Gala Flagello: Bravado– 3’

	 • Richard Strauss: Tod und 
Verklärung, Op. 24 – 23’

	 • Sergei Rachmaninoff: 
Symphony No. 3 in A minor, Op. 
44 – 39’

OLD FIRST NIGHT

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

Tu
TUESDAY
AUGUST 6

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leaders: 
Muinuddin Smith and Kainat 
Norton (Sufism.) Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:30	 Beginner Stand Up 
Paddleboard (SUP) Class. 
Sports Club 

8:30	 (8:30–12:30) Bestor Fresh 
Market. Bestor Plaza

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00	 (9 – 10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. “Hope: 
With God There’s Always Another 
Possibility.” The Most Rev. Michael 
Bruce Curry, presiding bishop and 
primate, The Episcopal Church. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House.) “Everyday Ethics.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

9:15	 Lecture. (Sponsored by the 
Chautauqua Science Group and 
Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “Something new in 
your weather forecast: How 
social scientists are helping 
meteorologists communicate even 
better.” Meghan Collins, associate 
research scientist, University of 
Nevada Desert Research Institute. 
Hurlbut Sanctuary

9:15	 (9:15-10:15) Fiber Arts Get 
Together. Smith Memorial Library

10:00	 Children’s School Old First Night 
Sing-Along. Smith Wilkes Hall

10:15	 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30 – 12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Amy Tan, author, The Joy Luck Club 
and The Backyard Bird Chronicles. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

11:30	 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:00	Play CHQ. DIY Ice Cream. 
Colonnade Steps

12:15	 Old First Night Community 
Band Concert. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 LGBTQ+ and Friends Discussion 
Group. “We are Surrounded by 
Magic and Wonder. Do You See 
it? Do You Feel it?” Bring your 
lunch. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

12:15	 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ 
Center.) Tim Love, non-fiction, 
Discovering Truth; Paul Scimonelli, 
non-fiction, biographies of Roy 
Sievers and Joe Cambria. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Brown Bag Lecture. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club and 
the Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “The Wonder, Awe 
and Conservation of Ecuadorian 
Wildlife.” David Agro, founding 
member, Jocotoco Conservation 
Foundation. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30	 Brown Bag Lecture. (Sponsored 
by the Everett Jewish Life Center.) 
“Surprise in war: from Ukraine 
to Gaza.” Eliot Cohen, Arleigh 
Burke Chair in Strategy, Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies, Washington, D.C. Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Seminar (Practice 
and Discussion.) Muinuddin 
Smith and Kainat Norton 
(Sufism.) Hall of Missions

12:45	 (12:45-4) Sanctioned Duplicate 
Bridge. CWC House

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Experienced players 
only. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Play CHQ Premium. Wind 
Chimes. Fee. Sheldon Hall of 
Education Room 202

1:30	 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage Tours. 
Free. Tickets required. Miller Cottage

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 CLSC Guild of the Seven 
Seals Graduates Celebration. 
(Programmed by the Alumni 
Association of the CLSC.) Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Ballroom

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Dr. Sunita Puri, author and 
palliative medicine physician; 
associate professor of medicine, 
University of Massachusetts. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 Market Update with Alan R. 
Greenberg, financial advisor. 
Smith Memorial Library

2:30	 (2:30-3:30) Pickleball Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.org 
to sign up. Chautauqua Tennis Center

3:15	 Social Hour at Denominational House

3:15	 Eva Rosenberg Kibbitz and 
Konnect: Solo Seniors. 
(Sponsored by the Hebrew 
Congregation of Chautauqua.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center Porch

3:30	 Weekly Speaker Reception. 
(Programmed by the African 
American Heritage House.) Patrick 
T. Smith, director of bioethics 
programs, Trent Center for 
Bioethics, Humanities & History of 
Medicine, Duke University School 
of Medicine. African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

3:30	 Cookies and Community Care Social 
Hour. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) Quaker House, 28 Ames

3:30	 Heritage Lecture Series. 
(Programmed by the Oliver 
Archives Center.) “John H. 
Vincent: The Pillar and Pillars of 
Chautauqua.” Timothy Binkley, 
head of special collections and 
archives, assistant professor of 
library science, Berea College, 
Berea, Kentucky. Hall of Philosophy

4:30	 Model Torah Factory. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) Workshop 
for kids and adults. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

5:00	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“Unlearned Lessons: American 
Citizenship and Foreign Wars.” 
Phil Klay, author, Uncertain 
Ground, Redeployment; winner, 
2015 Chautauqua Prize. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

6:30	 OLD FIRST NIGHT. Amphitheater 

6:30	 StoryCorps Recording. 
(Reservations required at chq.
skedda.com/booking.) Cohen 
Multimedia Studio 

6:30	 Labyrinth History and Meditation. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion.) Bring gate pass. Adjacent 
to Turner Community Center

7:30	 FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 
SERIES. Squonk: Brouhaha. 
Amphitheater

9:00	 Old First Night Celebration & 
Drone Fireworks. Athenaeum Hotel
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