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TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 79° L 67°
Rain: 30%
Sunset: 8:15 p.m.

SATURDAY
H 79° L 65°
Rain: 84%
Sunrise: 6:27 a.m. Sunset: 8:14 p.m. 

SUNDAY
H 73° L 63°
Rain: 86%
Sunrise: 6:28 a.m. Sunset: 8:12 p.m. 
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Iconic singer-songwriters Melissa Etheridge and the 
Indigo Girls will join forces for a night of songs togeth-
er at 7:30 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater, in a sold-
out, double-bill performance. 

Between the two trendsetting headliners are 20 
Grammy nominations and millions of records sold. 
Tonight’s performance is one stop on a summer-long 
tour, and will welcome well-known, career-spanning 
hits, from Etheridge’s “I’m the Only One” and “Come 

To My Window,” and the Indigo Girls’ “Galileo” and 
“Closer to Fine” — the already-classic feminist anthem 
enjoying a resurgence in popularity thanks to Greta 
Gerwig’s 2023 film “Barbie.”

“I could not be more thrilled to have these sing-
er-songwriters, their creativity, their energy in our 
150th season,” said Deborah Sunya Moore, senior vice 
president and chief program officer at Chautauqua. “It’s 
definitely a dream come true for our Popular Enter-
tainment Series.”

See ETHERIDGE/INDIGO, Page 4

In double-bill performance, Etheridge, Indigo Girls bring 
anthemic rock, folk hits to Chautauqua

SUMMER  VIBE
AN ENTIRE

Erin Huber Rosen has been 
working in nonprofits since 
the age of 16, when she 
started an organization to 
deliver blankets to people 
experiencing homelessness 
in Cleveland. Now, she’s a 
rural water, sanitation and 
hygiene expert, and found-
er and executive director of 
Drink Local Drink Tap. 

“I’ve just really always 
cared a lot about people and 
the environment, and work-
ing in water was one way 
that I could tie a lot of equi-
ty and suffering issues that I 
cared about together and try 
to make a difference,” Hu-
ber Rosen told the Cleveland 
Jewish News last November.

At that point, she es-
timated that she’s helped 
over 51,000 people access 
safe water every day, and 

over 16,000 people with 
safe sanitation. In the 
Cleveland area, her team 
educates youth about wa-
ter and inspires them to 
serve the environment 
and others. Drink Local 
Drink Tap works far be-
yond the Cleveland area, 
too — in Uganda, the orga-
nization works to combat 
the country’s water, sani-
tation and hygiene crisis. 
There, Drink Local Drink 
Tap has built 137 water and 
sanitation facilities, from 
wells and latrines to bath-
ing and handwashing sta-
tions. Huber Rosen is also 
an advisory board member 
for the Family Spirit AIDS 
Orphanage and Child Care 
Centre in Uganda.

At 2 p.m. today in the hall 
of Philosophy, Huber Rosen 

closes the Week Eight Inter-
faith Lecture Series theme 
of “Water: A Metaphor for 
Life,” talking about the very 
real impact clean water ac-
cess has on communities. 

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Laurent Ballesta first fell 
in love with the underwa-
ter world through the lens 
of Jacques Cousteau’s tele-
vised adventures.

“When you’re a kid, you 
see this guy doing the job,” 
Ballesta explained. It was 
easy to imagine himself in 
Cousteau’s shoes, and Ball-
esta began exploring and 
documenting at a young age.

Living close to a sandy, 
cloudy swamp-like body of 
water that was by no means 
ideal for diving in Montpel-
lier, France, Ballesta and his 
brother seized the opportu-
nity provided by their prox-
imity to water to imitate the 
adventures they watched 
through the television.

“It was enough to give us 

— my brother and me — the 
opportunity to play what we 
saw on the TV,” Ballesta said. 
“We played Commandant 
Cousteau all the time; I was 
the Commandant Cousteau 
and I was exploring. It was 

just a few crabs and a few 
octopus, that was enough 
for us: the feeling of being 
with whales and sharks.”

He recalled recounting 
his adventures to others, 
only to be met with disbelief. 
Determined to make people 
understand what he experi-
enced, he took up underwa-
ter photography as a way of 
documenting his encounters 
with the underwater world.

Ballesta grew up to be-
come an underwater pho-
tographer, National Geo-
graphic Explorer, and deep 
sea diver. Closing the Week 
Eight theme of “Water: Cri-
sis, Beauty and Necessity,” 
Ballesta is set to deliver a 
lecture about his expedi-
tions at 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater.

Underwater photographer, diver Ballesta to 
lecture on ocean exploration, new frontiers

HUBER ROSENBALLESTA

See BALLESTA, Page 4

Drink Local Drink Tap founder Huber Rosen 
to talk caring for people, environment for ILS

See HUBER ROSEN, Page 4
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gallerystore.chq.org

The Gallery Store

END OF SEASON

SALE
25% OFF

Thursday 8/15 - Tuesday 8/22

Mon - Fri 11am - 5pm | Sat - Sun 1pm - 5pm
33 Wythe Avenue, Chautauqua, NY 14722

(716) 357-2771 or gallerystore.chq.org

Strohl Art Center

The Gallery Store and Craft Gallery

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is intended 
to provide space for announcements from Institution-relat-
ed organizations. If a meeting or activity is featured that day 
in a story, it should not be repeated in the Briefly column. 
Submit information to Maia Caleca in the Daily’s editorial 
office. Please provide the name of the organization, time and 
place of meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

National Geographic Explorers host same-day Masters 
Series programs
All week, the National Geographic Explorers who present 
for the Chautauqua Lecture Series will participate in a Mas-
ters Series Townhall that same afternoon in Smith Wilkes 
Hall. The programs will build upon themes from the morn-
ing Amphitheater presentation and elsewhere from the Ex-
plorers’ work, with an opportunity for direct engagement by 
audience members. Laurent Ballesta closes the week with a 
program at 3:30 p.m. today in Smith Wilkes.

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Join us for informal critiques of one page of prose or poetry 
at 1:15 p.m. today in the Garden Room on the first floor of the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. This event is facilitated 
by a published author. Bring 10 copies.

Stop the Bleed Course
There will be a free Stop the Bleed course and a Hands-Only 
CPR class at 3:30 p.m. today in the Chautauqua Firehouse 
classroom. Walk-ins welcomed. For additional information, 
call 941-716-1729. 

Literary Arts news
Join us at 11:30 a.m. Saturday at the Miller Bell Tower to 
ring in the new reading year with the Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientific Circle during this summer’s Bryant 
Day Ceremony.  

You are invited to join us for the Chautauqua Prize Re-
ception at 6:30 p.m. Sunday in the Ballroom of the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Reservations are just $40. Please 
email clsc@chq.org, call 716-357-6293, or drop by the CLSC 
Octagon to make your reservation for this event today. 

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique runs from noon to 2 p.m. today behind 
the Colonnade. Our beginners-friendly Mah Jongg runs 
from 1 to 3 p.m. today at the CWC House. Our Friday Night 
Take-Out Dinner this week is Farmer Brown’s BBQ Pulled 
Pork, available for pre-order with a pick-up time from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. today at the CWC House. 

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library basement book sale is ongoing. 
Support the library for $1/book or $6/bag; rare and unique 
books are priced as marked. Book donations are now being 
accepted anytime the library is open (9 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays; noon to 3 p.m. Sundays).

School of Music news
At 1:30 p.m. today in McKnight Hall, students in the School 
of Music Instrumental Program present a chamber concert. 
Then, a performance featuring percussion students from 
the School of Music Instrumental Program will be held at 
4 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall. Donations accepted by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club to benefit the School of Mu-
sic Scholarship Fund.

SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

More than four weeks af-
ter inclement weather and 
travel cancelations forced 
Valeria Luiselli to postpone 
her Week Four Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Cir-
cle presentation on July 18, 
the author is on-grounds to 
share her novel, Lost Chil-
dren Archive, at 3:30 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy.

Luiselli began writing 
Lost Children Archive  — 
her first novel in English 
— in 2014. It was published 
in 2019, and garnered the 
Carnegie Medal for Excel-
lence in Fiction, but Luisel-
li had to take a step back 
from the book, instead fo-
cusing on 2018’s nonfiction 
Tell Me How It Ends: An Es-
say in 40 Questions.

Luiselli was born in Mex-
ico, and grew up in Costa 
Rica, South Korea, South 
Africa and India; she was 
volunteering as an inter-
preter for child immigrants 
looking for refuge in the 
United States at the time 
she was working on both 
Tell Me How It Ends and 
Lost Children Archive, and 
she realized something.

Luiselli was using the 
novel as a vehicle for her 
own political rage, she told 
The Guardian in 2019, to 
express what she was ex-
periencing — but that it 
wasn’t working. She said 
“fiction needs to breathe,” 
and began writing Tell Me 
How It Ends as a tool to 
speak about immigration 
and the Mexican border.

“I had also been talking to 
children in court for a very 
long time,” Luiselli said in an 
interview at Powell’s City of 
Books in 2019. “I had been 

translating their immigra-
tion stories, interviewing 
them in order to find law-
yers that would defend them 
from deportation.”

Once she looked at the 
bigger picture and gave it 
some time, Lost Children Ar-
chive began coming to life.

“The genesis of the nov-
el was the refugee crisis, as 
well, but the question that 
was lingering in my head at 
that moment was not only 
related to the children and 
the border but to childhood 
in general,” Luiselli said at 
Powell’s. “How do children 
in this country make sense 
of the narrative both current 
and past? How do they put 
them together in their heads 
and make sense of the world 
that they’re going to walk 
into? I’ve been surrounded 
by children’s imaginations 
and stories for a very long 
time in a very deep way, but 
these particular kinds of 
stories, as well.”

Lost Children Archive ex-
plores the relationship be-
tween a mother, a father, and 
their dwindling marriage as 
they travel from New York to 

Arizona with their two chil-
dren. The children can feel 
this fissure between their 
parents grow as the time 
passes, and try to make sense 
of it through songs, maps 
and a Polaroid camera — and 
through the stories they hear 
from their mother about im-
migrant children who are 
detained or lost while trying 
to cross the border into the 
United States. 

“This book plays with not 
only genre in the sense of 
fiction, but also in the sense 
of it’s shaped like an archive 
— each section is termed a 
box number and the reader 
gets an idea of what’s con-
tained within each box,” 
said Manager of Literary 
Arts Stephine Hunt. “(It also 
plays with genre) with the 
generic idea of an American 
road trip novel.”

Luiselli is the recipient of 
a 2019 MacArthur Fellow-
ship, has been a National 
Book Foundation “5 Under 
35” honoree, and received 
the Bearing Witness Fellow-
ship from the Art for Justice 
Fund. Her work has been 
published in over 30 lan-

guages, and she is currently 
a professor at Bard College.

“(Lost Children Archive 
is) one of the most impact-
ful novels I’ve read in the 
past five to six years of my 
life,” said Hunt. “I’m thrilled 
that it’s something that’s 
going to be shared with the 
Chautauqua audience and 
that we’re going to have 
Valeria Luiselli’s brilliance 
and knowledge of the im-
migration system to back 
up her discussion of this 
book, as well.”

Luiselli navigates effects of refugee crisis on 
children with CLSC pick ‘Lost Children Archive’

LUISELLI

This book plays with not only genre in the sense of 
fiction, but also in the sense of it’s shaped like an 
archive — each section is termed a box number and 
the reader gets an idea of what’s contained within 
each box. (It also plays with genre) with the generic 
idea of an American road trip novel.”

— STEPHANIE HUNT
Manager of Literary Arts, 

Chautauqua Institution

O U T  F O R  A  R I D E

BRETT PHELPS / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
David Molina waits for his daughter, Flo, 6, as she pedals her bike in a colorful ride Wednesday up Hawthorne.

 » on the grounds

BABYSITTING, FAMILY  
SUPPORT SERVICES
The Youth and Family Programs Office coordinates a 
babysitting and family support list that provides information 
to help families connect with available babysitters, aides, pet 
sitters, and parent’s helpers during the Chautauqua summer 
season. The list is intended as a public service and does not 
rate or recommend any individual. During the season the list is 
updated on Fridays for the upcoming week.

Requests for a copy of the list can be made by emailing Alyssa 
Porter at aporter@chq.org.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification.  
The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:		  Sara Toth, editor 
				    stoth@chq.org 
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ADEN GRAVES
STAFF WRITER

In the last New Play Work-
shop of the season, Chau-
tauqua Theater Company is 
bringing Hilary Bettis’ true 
story full of family, friend-
ships and horses to the stage.

A playwright, TV writer 
and filmmaker, Bettis has 
produced plays across the 
United States and in Mexico. 
In 2019, she won the Writ-
ers Guild of America Award 
for her work on the Emmy 
Award-winning FX series 
“The Americans,” and she 
has also written for the Em-
my-nominated Hulu minise-
ries “The Dropout.”

In falcon girls, she tells 
the story of her life grow-
ing up in Falcon, Colorado, 
during the 1990s, her teen-
age group of friends, and 
how the girls’ experiences 
on the National FFA Organi-
zation horse judging team at 
their school — and their love 
of horses — changed the 
course of their lives.

For two days only, the 
new play will be performed 
as a staged reading at 7:30 
p.m. tonight and 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday in Bratton Theater. 
Following the Chautauqua 
workshop, supported by the 
Roe Green Foundation, Bet-
tis will mount the show as 
a full production during its 
world premiere at Yale Rep-
ertory Theatre in the fall.

“I always love a play that 
takes you into a world you 
know nothing about and lets 
you spend time there, and 
this certainly does that with 
horse judging,” said Liz Fran-
kel, the play’s dramaturg.

Frankel holds a B.A. in 
performing arts and En-
glish from Colby College in 
Maine. When she moved to 
New York after college and 
began pursuing journal-
ism, she wanted to become 
a theater journalist — until 
discovering she wanted to 
be more involved in the art 
form altogether.

After working in com-
mercial theater and serving 
as the literary manager at 
The Public Theater for nine 
years, she moved to Houston 
in 2015 to serve as the direc-
tor of new work at Alley The-
atre. There, she discovered 
Bettis’ play, Queen of Basel, 
and featured it in the Alley All 
New Festival in 2018.

The theater also pro-

duced a workshop of Bettis’ 
72 Miles to Go… the follow-
ing year, and in June 2023, 
it staged a four-week work-
shop of falcon girls, then 
called Untitled Horse Play.

Alley is where Frankel 
met Lily Wolff, who serves 
as director of CTC’s staged 
reading, and hired her as 
the theater’s literary man-
ager. A Texas-based, Brit-
ish-American director, pro-
ducer and dramaturg, Wolff 
declared herself a “new 
play fangirl” after receiving 
her master’s degree from 
The Royal Central School of 
Speech and Drama.

As a director, she said 
it’s vital to take care of a 
play in the growth pro-
cess while leading the cast 
and creative team. In most 
productions, she said she 
is mostly worried about 
meeting the needs of ac-
tors and the creative team 
to help its storytelling; for 
falcon girls, her first priori-
ty is Bettis and making sure 
her needs are met during 
the workshopping stage of 
the play’s lifespan.

“We’re working on a very 
compressed timeline, so it’s 
incredibly helpful having 
her in the room to get us 
where we need to be by the 
end of our week together 
for this really quite large, 
epic play,” Wolff said.

When she first read the 
script, she said she was 
captivated by how Bettis’ 
writing captured the girls’ 
strong bond with the hors-
es they interacted with on 
their team.

“(The horses) are al-
most like these mythical 
creatures that capture this 
freedom (the teenagers) 
long for in their lives that 
they don’t have,” she said. 
“I really connect with this 
idea of animals and the 
symbolic nature of horses 
as the girls relate to them.”

Frankel said the role of a 
dramaturg for any new play 
is to reflect the writing and 
storytelling in the script 
back to the playwright and 
make sure it matches with 
their goals. After talking 
through scenes and dia-
logue with playwrights, she 
said it makes it easier for 
a playwright to make revi-
sions, catch inconsisten-
cies in scripts and evaluate 
the tone or emotionality.

“I’m not trying to think 
about what the play could 
be if I wrote it as much as 
thinking about what the 
playwright is trying to do, if 
the play is doing that and if 
the audience is going to fol-
low,” she said.

Because of the shortened 
rehearsal period, she cre-
ated a dramaturgy packet 
for the actors with back-
ground information for the 
show, including a glossary of 
horse-related terms, to help 
the cast feel better-equipped 
to tell the story.

As Chautauquans experi-
ence the final New Play Work-
shop of the season, Wolff 
said she hopes audiences 
feel “seen” in Bettis’ personal 
story, and that they embrace 

themselves — and each other 
— for who they are. 

“The gift theater gives 
people in its most success-
ful version of itself is that it 
can make people feel seen,” 

she said. “Of course, it can 
open your mind to new ex-
periences, but it can also 
make you feel seen in ways 
you didn’t even realize you 
needed to be seen.”

CTC to stage Bettis’ ‘falcon girls’ as season’s final NPW

Mason to discuss research on microbeads, steps to combat plastic pollution
JEREMY KOHLER
STAFF WRITER

Sherri “Sam” Mason be-
came aware of environmen-
tal issues when she was 10, 
and she became aware of 
chemistry two years later; 
by age 12, Mason had her 
career path pretty much 
figured out.

Mason will be speaking 
at 12:15 p.m. today at Smith 
Wilkes Hall for the Chau-
tauqua Climate Change Ini-
tiative, where she will talk 
about her groundbreaking 
work researching plastic 
microbeads that led to a 
nationwide ban in 2015 — 
and how that ban is still not 
enough to fully address the 
consequential issue.

“I’ve been an environ-
mental chemist ever since, 
honestly, I can remember,” 
Mason said. “This has liter-
ally been my life.”

Mason started her ca-
reer as an atmospheric 
chemist, working as a pro-
fessor at the State Universi-
ty of New York at Fredonia. 
At SUNY Fredonia, she also 
taught classes on the en-
vironment, and eventually 
took over the environmen-
tal science program. Then, 
a “chance encounter” led to 
her working and teaching 
classes aboard the U.S. Brig 
Niagara on Lake Erie. 

Each summer, Mason 
would lead a group of 20 
students aboard the ship, 
teaching them about the 
Great Lakes and the impacts 

that atmospheric conditions 
and materials had on them. 
One of the main ways that 
pollutants enter the Great 
Lakes, she explained, is 
through the air, and her time 
aboard the Niagara led her 

to ask more and more ques-
tions about all of the plastic 
that was making its way into 
the lakes.

Then, she and her stu-
dents found something that 
hadn’t been researched be-
fore: microbeads.

“Microbeads are little 
round spheres of plastic 
that were included in per-
sonal care products like 
toothpaste, face wash (and) 
body wash,” she said. “In 
Lake Erie, we had a couple 
of samples that had these 
astronomical numbers of 
these little round microbe-
ads, probably because of 
a sewage overflow event, 
… where sewage ends up 
bypassing a wastewater 
treatment plant and ends 
up directly in the lake.”

The microbeads, made 

up of plastic compounds 
such as polyethylene and 
polyvinyl alcohol, can have 
many negative effects on 
human health and safety. 
Roughly 30% of the plastic 
used to create microbeads, 
Mason explained, are car-
cinogenic, meaning they 
have been linked to causing 
cancer in humans. Addi-
tional recent studies have 
revealed that microplas-
tics, including microbe-
ads, have been found in the 
bloodstreams and organs 
of humans.

Mason’s research on 
microbeads in the Great 
Lakes set off a chain reac-
tion of bans on the mate-
rials, starting in New York 
before spreading to other 
states, and eventually re-
sulting in  the enactment 

of a nationwide ban signed 
by President Barack Obama 
in 2015. But the ban is not 
doing enough to combat 
the harmful effects of mi-
crobeads, Mason said.

“(The ban) did well, but 
you can never know all of 
the possible loopholes, and 
the way that it was writ-
ten there is a loophole,” she 
said. “So microbeads that 
are made out of polyeth-
ylene and a similar kind of 
polymer are banned, but 
certain other polymers are 
still allowed. As a conse-
quence, you still have some 
products that have basical-
ly microbeads still in them.”

During her lecture, Ma-
son will delve further into 
her initial research on 
microbeads and micro-
plastics, explaining their 

effects and just how wide-
spread they are, as well as 
offering some potential 
solutions. She hopes that 
audiences will leave un-
derstanding the gravity 
and urgency of finding a 
solution — the United Na-
tions considers addressing 
plastic pollution the sec-
ond-most pressing obstacle 
to the long term survival of 
humanity — but also with a 
sense of empowerment and 
understanding that solu-
tions are possible and not 
too far away.

“This is a completely 
man-made problem, which 
just means, ‘Hey, guess 
what? We can solve it,’ ” she 
said. “I want people to walk 
away going, ‘OK, every little 
bit I can do helps.’ ”

MASON

BETTIS

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The cast of Hilary Bettis’ falcon girls runs through a scene during rehearsal Thursday in Turner Community Center. The play will be 
performed as a staged reading at 7:30 p.m. tonight and 2:30 p.m. Saturday in Bratton Theater.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Artists Jacqui Guillen, left, and Mia Sinclair Jenness perform a 
scene during the rehearsal.



Ballesta has won Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year, 
awarded by the National Mu-
seum of London, six times. 
In the past 40 years, he’s 
first photographer to receive 
the competition’s Grand Ti-
tle twice, in 2021 and 2023. 
During his lecture, Ballesta 
plans to discuss his ventures 
underwater and his scientific 
explorations. He will provide 
overviews of a selection of 
dives he has embarked upon, 
and will explain how each 
one went and their respec-
tive scientific outcomes.

Ballesta said he is inter-
ested in novelty over beauty 
when it comes to exploration. 
While many divers, he said, 
flock to well-known plac-
es to try and find something 
new, Ballesta prefers to go 
where no one has gone before 
in search of new scientific 
discoveries. At Andromède 
Océanologie, Ballesta is 
co-director of, and leads, 
the Gombessa Expeditions, 

which are aimed at solving a 
scientific mystery, carrying 
out extreme dives, and col-
lecting new and unique im-
ages, according to its website.

It’s important to Balles-
ta that expeditions have a 
research question or goal, 
rather than diving solely for 
the sake of diving. He be-
lieves that it is imperative 
to have a scientific mission 
at the forefront of a dive in 
order to advance research 
of the oceans.

“In front of the unknown,” 
he said, “you need to stay 
calm, and the best way is to 
have a scientific approach to 
the mystery. That’s what we 
try every expedition — even 
if it’s exciting, even if it’s fas-
cinating, we start first (with) 
a scientific protocol that we 
execute, and to have right an-
swers by the end ... The very 
important point for me is the 
promise of new wildlife imag-
es. That’s important; it can-
not be just a diving challenge.”

He said he hopes to show 
Chautauquans how excit-

ing his profession is and to 
impart an understanding 
that there is still beauty in 
even the most heavily-ex-
plored places.

“It’s to show that there are 
still some unbelievable pris-
tine places, even in places 
where (the world) thinks that 
it’s done,” he said. “I’m going 

to show (the audience) that 
there are still some places 
with a huge level of biodi-
versity. There are still a lot of 
things to understand in the 
water, and I’m going to focus 
on this idea that I think the 
mysteries of the underwater 
world are a much more suc-
cessful key to make people 
aware than just the beauty.”

Page 4	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Friday, August 16, 2024

F R O M  P A G E  O N E

The Chautauquan Daily
Celebrating 147 Years of Nearly-Continuous Publication

chqdaily.com

EDITORIAL STAFF
	 Sara Toth	 Editor
	 Madeline Deabler	 Assistant Editor 
	 Dave Munch	 Photo editor 
	 Maia Caleca	 Editorial Office manager
	
	 Stacey Federoff	 Contributing correspondent 
	 Colin Hanner	 Contributing correspondent
	 Kaitlyn Finchler	 Contributing correspondent 
	 Jeremy Kohler	 Environmental issues,  
		  Bird, Tree & Garden Club
	 Gabriel Weber	 Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, 		
		  chamber music 	
	 Sabine Obermoller 	 Literary arts 
	 Julia Weber	 Visual Arts, Dance
	 Aden Graves	 Theater 
	 Mary Lee Talbot	 Morning Worship, Sacred Song
	 Deborah Trefts	 Chautauqua Women’s Club, 
		  Contemporary Issues Forum

	 Emilee Arnold 	 Photographer
	 Sean Smith	 Photographer
	 Brett Phelps 	 Contributing Photographer
	 HG Biggs 	 Contributing Photographer

	 Laura Quisenberry	 Design editor
	 Ruchi Ghare	 Design editor
 
	 John Warren	 Contributing writer, writing coach

ADVERTISING & BUSINESS OFFICE
	 Stacy Stone	 Advertising Manager
	 Tommy Bauer	 Advertising Assistant
	 Libby Nebres	 Business Office associate
	 Breanna Nelson	 Business Office associate
	 Brennan Moore	 Business Office associate
	 Ben Rozner	 Business Office associate
	 Evan Riedesel	 Circulation Manager

Advertising telephone			   716-357-6206 
Business telephone			   716-357-6235 
Circulation telephone			   716-357-6235
Editorial telephone			   716-357-6205
Email address			   daily@chq.org
Fax number			   716-357-9694
Published by Chautauqua Institution, P.O. Box 1095, Chautauqua, N.Y. 14722,  
daily, Monday through Saturday, for a period of nine weeks, June 22 
through August 24, 2024. The Institution is a not-for-profit organization, 
incorporated and chartered under the laws of the state of New York.

Entered at periodical rate, July 11, 1907, at the post office at Chautauqua, N.Y.,  
under the act of 1870: ISSN 0746-0414.

55 issues; home delivery by carrier, $78.75; mail, $128.25.
Postal regulations require that mail subscriptions be paid in advance.

Chautauqua Institution is a non-profit organization, dependent     
upon your gifts to fulfill its mission. Gate tickets and other revenue 

cover only a portion of the cost of your Chautauqua experience.       
Your gifts make our mission possible. giving.chq.org

Etheridge, a two-time 
Grammy Award winner 
known for her contribution 
to American rock music, just 
performed at the Institution 
during the 2023 season. She 
released her self-titled de-
but album in 1988, followed 
by popular releases includ-
ing Yes I Am in 1993, Your 
Little Secret in 1995, Skin in 
2001 and This Is M.E. in 2014. 
More recently, Etheridge re-
leased Melissa Etheridge X 
Jewel in June of this year, and 
took center stage on Broad-
way with Melissa Etheridge: 
My Window in 2023.

Esteemed folk rock sing-
er-songwriter duo the In-
digo Girls, comprising Amy 
Ray and Emily Saliers, are 
known for their self-titled 
album released in 1989, 
Rites of Passage in 1992 and 
Swamp Ophelia in 1994. In 
2020, they released their 
latest album, Look Long.

The Indigo Girls took 
two months off before 
launching into the sum-
mer tour with Etheridge. 
In advance of the tour 
stop in St. Louis, Missouri, 
earlier week, Saliers told 
St. Louis Magazine  that 
she and Ray work hard to 
balance their lives, spend-
ing time at home — but 
still touring “in chunks 
of time, because we love 
what we do.”

And “playing with Melis-
sa Etheridge? It’s going to be 
a summer vibe,” Saliers told 
St. Louis Magazine. “Sum-
mer will still be with us.”

Moore said she antici-
pates a fabulous evening 
in store for Chautauquans, 
experiencing Etheridge 
and the Indigo Girls per-
forming songs the audi-
ence knows and loves. She 
highlighted the special 
memories that are made 
during experiences like 
tonight’s performance.

“We’re going to gather 
as a community for songs 
that are uplifting, songs 
that have been meaning-
ful in many peoples’ lives,” 
she said.

She said Etheridge and 
the Indigo Girls are so es-
tablished as artists that 
they have songs that will 
resonate with people with 
all backgrounds and life 
experiences.

“To be able to come into 
the Amphitheater, to ex-
perience that together, to 
have both memories and 
new experiences joined to-
gether, that’s what I think 
is so special when you have 
artists like the Indigo Girls 
and Melissa Etheridge that 
are not only legacy artists — 
because they have already 
created their own legacies 
—  but who continue to cre-
ate and continue to write,” 
she said.

ETHERIDGE/INDIGO
FROM PAGE 1

BALLESTA
FROM PAGE 1

“There is no reason we should 
live in a world where a child 
under 6 dies every 20 sec-
onds due to unsafe water and 
plastic beaches are forming 
on our coasts,” she told Cleve-
land State Magazine.

An alumni of Cleveland 
State, Huber Rosen received 
the university’s  Distin-

guished Alumni Award in 
2012, and was included in 
CSU’s first class of Fascinat-
ing Alumni in 2015. In 2019, 
she made Crain’s Cleve-
land’s Forty Under 40 list; 
other accolades include be-
ing named one of Cleveland 
Magazine’s “Most Inter-
esting People” for 2012 and 
“Best Activist” by Cleveland 
Scene Magazine in 2017.

In addition to being a 

clean water advocate and 
social entrepreneur, Hu-
ber Rosen is also the author 
of Make Waves 4 Change, 
a book designed to inspire 
the next generation of civic 
leaders, and a documentary 
filmmaker with three films 
under her belt — including 
serving as producer of the 
2014 documentary “Mak-
ing Waves,” and the execu-
tive producer and director 
of the 2020 documentary 
“The Last Drop.” She cur-
rently serves on the U.S. 
Global Leadership Coalition 
Advisory Board for the State 
of Ohio, the Greater Cleve-

land Water Equity Partners 
Board, and is an active mem-
ber of the Uganda Water 
and Sanitation Network and 
Sanitation and Water for All.

Speaking with Crain’s 
Cleveland for her Forty Un-
der 40 profile, Huber Rosen 
said that while she doesn’t 
believe the world’s water 
crisis will ever be solved, 
“in the developed world, we 
have technology to do water 
way better than we’re do-
ing it. We’re wasting a ton of 
water and we’re not manag-
ing our land properly to fil-
ter water naturally before it 
goes into our waterways.”

HUBER ROSEN
FROM PAGE 1

A  B LU E G R A S S  E V E N I N G 

HG BIGGS / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Barbara Nehman dances with her husband, Gerald, during golden hour Tuesday on Bestor Plaza while a group of Chautauquans play some 
bluegrass tunes. “There’s so much high-falutin’ music at Chautauqua,” says Allen Kitchen, pictured playing the mandolin. “We bring the 
low-falutin’.”

In front of the unknown, you need to stay calm, 
and the best way is to have a scientific approach to 
the mystery. That’s what we try every expedition — 
even if it’s exciting, even if it’s fascinating, we start 
first (with) a scientific protocol that we execute, 
and to have right answers by the end ... The very 
important point for me is the promise of new 
wildlife images. That’s important; it cannot be just a 
diving challenge.”

— LAURENT BALLESTA
Photographer, National Geographic Magazine 

Co-Director, Andromède Océanologie’s Gombessa Expeditions

 » on the grounds

BABYSITTING, FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES
The Youth and Family Programs Office coordinates a 
babysitting and family support list that provides information 
to help families connect with available babysitters, aides, pet 
sitters, and parent’s helpers during the Chautauqua summer 
season. The list is intended as a public service and does not 
rate or recommend any individual. During the season the list is 
updated on Fridays for the upcoming week.

Requests for a copy of the list can be made by emailing Alyssa 
Porter at aporter@chq.org.



“T here was a disciple, a disciple, a disciple, and her, 
yes her, her name was Tabitha. Her other name 
was Dorcas. She was so well known that her 

name was known in multiple languages. And she did good 
works and charity, particularly caring for widows,” said the 
Rev. Laura Everett. 

Scripture, Everett said, is consistent, both in the Hebrew 
Bible and New Testament, that failure to care for widows is 
something that will bring down God’s judgment. Treatment 
of widows is an indicator of the health of a nation.

Everett preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was 
“Repaired by Community,” and the scripture reading was 
Acts 9: 36-42. She used slides in her sermon. The first slide 
was of a prayer to St. Tabitha in the Greek Orthodox liturgy 
and the second was the text of Acts 9: 36. 

The third slide was of Virginia Lee Burton. She was going 
to be part of a ballet company in New York when her father 
broke his leg and she had to stay in Boston to care for him. 
She married George Demetrios, a sculptor, and in the 1930s 
they moved from Boston to Gloucester, Massachusetts. She 
had one year of art school and had worked as an illustrator 
for The Boston Herald. She wrote a few children’s books under 
her maiden name, like Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel. 
(There was a murmur of recognition in the congregation.) 

To make extra money during the Great Depression, she 
gave design courses. She started with her neighbor, Aino 
Clarke, and other neighbors soon followed. Martha Oaks, 
chief curator of the Cape Ann Museum said that “you didn’t 
have to be an artist, you didn’t have to have gone to art 
school. If you came under Virginia Lee Burton’s wing, she 
would teach you how to design.”

A community formed, mostly of women, and Ginny — as 
Virginia was called — would teach them. They practiced 
drawing, repeating patterns, moving shapes and images. 
Slide four showed the group at work. They made designs 
in linoblocks, plywood covered with battleship linoleum on 
top. They carved the linoleum with an Exacto knife, trans-
ferring their designs from paper to blocks. Slide five showed 
a linoblock. They had no printing press, so in the beginning 
they transferred the print by jumping on the block. Slide six 
showed Aino Clarke jumping on one of those blocks. After 
World War II they got an antique press to replace jumping. 
The fee was $2 annual membership. The designs were sold 
under the label “Folly Cove Designer,” and 5% of each per-
son’s sale was shared with the group. 

“This was a community of wives and widows, teachers 
and tutors, to wedge into their lives some more beauty and 
community when the world was harsh and hurting,” Everett 
said. “This happens in every generation. Artists are closest 
to the creator when they are creating. So the widows gath-
ered around Peter to show him the clothing Tabitha made.” 
Slide seven was verse Acts 9: 39. 

Peter was surrounded by a bunch of elderly church moth-
ers, crying and showing the stitches of a woman who cared 
for them when no one else would, said Everett. “Remember, 
Church, that it took 119 days to spin thread for a Roman 
tunic. How long did Tabitha work for each woman? Years of 
labor, devotion, investment and care.”

She continued, “I love the image of Peter being bullied by 
a bunch of church mothers into resurrecting the dead. It is 
an alternate vision of another upper room. The women are 
saying ‘We’re not leaving this upper room until you raise 
our sister.’ In a society that has devalued these women, the 
textiles are telling a story.” 

Everett showed slides from a group of African American 
quilters from Gee’s Bend, Alabama, and from the Folly Cove 
Designers at their annual show. She showed a slide of a 
carving by Demetrios of women leaning over the mailboxes, 
“bodies moving like a corps de ballet.” There was a slide of 
cotton fabric with bright yellow braided onions printed on 
it by Dorothy Norton, and one by Lee Kingman Natti of the 
seagulls hovering over Gloucester. 

Virginia Lee Burton Demetrios died in 1968 and the Folly 
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MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

We are repaired in community, by community, says Everett
SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Rev. Laura Everett delivers her sermon “A God Who Repairs” during the morning worship service Sunday in the Amphitheater.

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we get to hold onto 
this wild idea that the way of the world is not force 
or might, but tenderness, love and the creative 
destruction of brokenness. God is a mender and we 
are repaired in community by community.”

— THE REV. LAURA EVERETT
Week Eight Chaplain-in-Residence, 

Chautauqua Institution

chqdaily.com

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Cove Designers disbanded. But for Tabitha and her commu-
nity of women, something else continued beyond death. 

“When the wider world would not care for them, Tabitha 
did,” said Everett. “When other wealthy people hoarded 
their wealth, Tabitha shared it. These widowed women, 
clothed in the love that Tabitha gave them, now gave that 
love back to her.”

She continued, “When we feel well-clothed, we feel like 
we can say brave things and do more than we think we can 
do. We ‘put on our big-girl pants’ or our ‘power suit’. But 
the widows were clothed with love and devotion for their 
sister Dorcas.”

Everett shared a quote from philosopher Elizabeth V. 
Spelman: “Repair is the creative destruction of brokenness.” 

“Tabitha repaired the relationship of her community, she 
knit together women who had been left aside,” Everett said. 
“She did this as a disciple of a devout Jew from Nazareth 
who died under the thumb of Rome.”

She said, “As disciples of Jesus Christ, we get to hold 
onto this wild idea that the way of the world is not force or 
might, but tenderness, love and the creative destruction of 
brokenness. God is a mender and we are repaired in com-
munity by community.”

In the Greek Orthodox liturgical calendar, Oct. 25 is the 
day to remember St. Tabitha the Merciful, who is often por-
trayed with balls of yarn and thread.

After her death, Burton Demetrios’ family donated her 
archives to the Cape Ann Museum. She left six drafts of an 
unpublished manuscript for her design course. In the intro-
duction she wrote: “It is simple but not easy. It is a beginning 
with no end. And the more you learn, the harder it is. You’ll 
get as much out of this book as you put in. Because this is a 
way that works if you work, too.”

Fr. Jim Daprile, president of the Chautauqua Catholic 
Community, presided. Zach Stahlsmith, minister of tech-
nology for Hurlbut Memorial Community United Method-
ist Church, read the scripture. The prelude was “Andante 

On X: @chqdaily

semplice,” by Madeleine Dring, played by Motet Consort 
members Barbara Hois, flute, Rebecca Scarbati, oboe and 
Willie La Favor, piano. The Motet Choir sang a capella “The 
Road Home,” by Stephen Paulus, under the direction of Joshua 
Stafford, director of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen 
Chair for the Organist. Stafford played the postlude, “Psalm 
33,” by Emma Lou Diemer, on the Massey Memorial Organ. 
Support for this week’s chaplaincy and services is provided 
by the Randell-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy and the J. Everett 
Hall Memorial Chaplaincy.
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The Charles and Gail Gamble 
Lecture Endowment provides 
support for the lecture by 
Laurent Ballesta at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

The Charles and Gail 
Gamble Lecture Endow-
ment was established in 
2013 by Gail and Charles 
“Chip” Gamble. The morn-
ing lecture is a priority in 
the Chautauqua program-

ming for the Gambles, and 
something they try to do 
together each day. They 
agree that any subject can 
come alive with a quality 
speaker. When choosing a 
way to support the Institu-
tion and the Promise Cam-
paign, a lecture endowment 
was a logical choice to help 
ensure engaging speakers 
now and in the future. 

Chip is an avid tennis 
player and you will see him 
on the courts in the after-
noons. He currently serves 
on the Chautauqua Foun-
dation Board of Directors. 

Gail is a board member 
of the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club, and both Chip and 
Gail are supporters of the 
Chautauqua Visual Arts.  

The Gambles began 

coming to Chautauqua in 
2000 and thoroughly en-
joy their “second life” life 
apart from their hometown 
of Dunedin, Florida, where 
they have lived since 1976. 
They have one daughter, 
Sarah, who is an assistant 
professor of architecture 
at the University of Flor-
ida, son-in-law Jason and 
grandson, Wyatt.

Gamble Endowment supports Ballesta

Watterses provide for Etheridge, Indigo Girls

Jackson Fund provides for Huber Rosen
The Dr. William N. Jackson 
Religious Initiative Fund 
provides support for the In-
terfaith Lecture by Erin Hu-
ber Rosen at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy. 

The Rev. Dr. William N. 
Jackson is a former direc-
tor of the Chautauqua In-
stitution Department of 
Religion (1984-1989). Dr. 
Jackson served in Presby-
terian churches in Abing-
ton, Pennsylvania; Board-
man and Canton, Ohio; and 
Flint, Michigan. Dr. Jack-
son served briefly as Dean 

of Chapel at Westminster 
College and was a frequent 
speaker on college cam-
puses and at youth con-
ferences and retreats. In 
retirement he has served 
in nine interim pastor-
ates, including Shadyside 
and Sewickley churches in 
Pittsburgh. He also served 
at Hurlbut Church at Chau-
tauqua. He was Chaplain of 
the Week at Chautauqua on 
three different occasions 
and has also preached at 
four of the “sister” Chau-
tauqua locations. 

A strong advocate for 
missions, Dr. Jackson has 
had a far-reaching ministry 
in interracial and interfaith 
programs. He has been an 
active advocate in churches 
he has served in ministries 
to the homeless and disen-
franchised. At Chautauqua 
he has been a member of 
the board of the Presbyte-
rian House and of the two 
Chautauqua choirs. He is 
the author of two books and 
has composed several chil-
dren’s anthems and songs. 

Dr. Jackson was educat-

ed at Westminster College, 
Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, and Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He 
has received honorary doc-
torates from Westminster 
College and Houghton Col-
lege. He has also served on 
the board of directors of 
Alma College, Westminster 
College, and is currently 
an emeritus member of the 
board of trustees of Pitts-
burgh Theological Sem-
inary, where he has also 
been named a Distinguished 
Alumnus in Pastoral Care.

Jeff and Suzanne Watters 
provide support for Melissa 
Etheridge and Indigo Girls 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater. 

Suzanne and Jeff Watters 
are longtime Chautauquans 
who take full advantage of 
the Institution’s program-
ming every summer. As mem-

bers of the Bestor Society 
and supporters of the Chau-
tauqua Fund, they have also 
sponsored many popular en-
tertainment concerts on the 
Amp stage through the years.

Suzanne, who grew up 
in Buffalo, regularly visit-
ed the grounds on Sundays, 
while Jeff, originally from 

Connecticut, first came af-
ter moving to Jamestown in 
his early 20s and meeting 
Suzanne, who first brought 
him to the Institution.

After relocating to the 
Pittsburgh area, they began 
revisiting the Institution for 
short periods of time in the 
summers, eventually staying 

for longer periods and be-
coming homeowners on the 
grounds. Now, they are dedi-
cated Chautauquans of more 
than 20 years. Their com-
mitment to philanthropy and 
the Institution helps bring 
entertainment and enriching 
programming to thousands 
of visitors each year.

CHAUTAUQUA WOMEN’S CLUB  
TUESDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

AUGUST 13, 2024

East/West

1st 	 Francis Tseng - Mary Tseng       

2nd 	 Marlene Batoff - Glenda Shacter

3rd	 Shelley Dahlie - Patricia Fincher    

North/South

1st 	 William McCain Jr - Ted Raab      

2nd 	 Bill Blackburn - Margaret Blackburn

3rd	 George Heintzelman - Dorothy Fischer  

62.32%

56.38%

55.99%

66.04%

58.91%

54.58%

SECTION A

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
12:45 p.m. Tuesdays the Chautauqua Women’s Club

The Caroline Roberts Bar-
num and Julianne Barnum 
Follansbee Fund supports the 
Chautauqua Literary and Sci-
entific Circle program with 
Lost Children Archive author 
Valeria Luiselli at 3:30 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy. 

Julianne Barnum Follans-
bee established the fund in 
the Foundation in memo-
ry of her mother, a lifelong 
Chautauquan and an active 
member of the CLSC Class 
of 1937. Upon Julie’s death in 

2012, the fund’s name was 
changed to honor both of 
these women. Barnum was 
intensely interested in cur-
rent affairs and world events, 
and the fund supports CLSC 
authors who address topics 
that would have been of in-
terest to her. Caroline Bar-
num’s great-great-grand-
children, Madeleine Julianne 
Leenders, Jason Leenders 
and Téa Cantu, are the eighth 
generation of the family to 
attend Chautauqua.

Barnum Follansbee Fund 
supports Luiselli’s CLSC talk 
on ‘Lost Children Archive’

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?
Stop by our office on  
Bestor Plaza to order any 
number of days, weeks 
or a full season delivered 
directly to your Chautauqua 
residence. Not on the 
grounds? Call the Daily at 
716-357-6235 to get your 
subscription through the mail. 
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Alison Criscitiello has stud-
ied ice cores from some of 
the most remote regions of 
the world, including Cana-
da’s Mount Logan, the sec-
ond-highest peak in North 
America and located in the 
largest non-polar ice field 
in the world. 

Mount Logan stands on 
lands sacred to the Kluane, 
Champagne-Aishihik and 
White River First Nations, 
and Criscitiello thanked her 
team’s First Nations part-
ners for allowing Crisciti-
ello’s ice core expeditions. 
She also credited her Ph.D. 
student Kira Holland as a 
key member of her team 
conducting analysis of the 
ice core. 

“I am a single person pre-
senting work that took an 
enormous team to pull off,” 
Criscitiello said during her 
lecture Thursday morning 
in the Amphitheater, speak-
ing as part of the Chautau-
qua Lecture Series Week 
Eight theme, presented in 
partnership with National 
Geographic: “Water: Crisis, 
Beauty and Necessity.”

Measuring climate 
change on Canada’s high-
est peak poses a unique set 
of challenges, and Crisci-
tiello’s experience as a 
high-altitude mountaineer 
is as vital as her scientif-
ic expertise. Mount Lo-
gan regularly experiences 
heavy snowfall and hur-
ricane-force wind gusts. 
Outside the polar regions, 
few places on Earth sustain 
cold-enough temperatures 
to preserve long-term cli-
mate records in ice. Due 
to the cold mean annual 
temperatures, ice at loca-
tions like Mount Logan has 
remained frozen for tens of 
thousands of years, scien-
tists estimate. 

Mount Logan’s unique 
assets make it essential for 
climate researchers, but 
also make summiting it a 
dangerous task.

“We’ve long known that 
Logan, with its enormous, 
cold, high-summit plateau 
may possibly contain the 
longest record of North Pa-
cific climate variability on 
earth,” Criscitiello said.

Criscitiello described 
the 2021 and 2022 expe-
ditions to drill the Mount 
Logan ice core. In 2021, she 
summited Mount Logan 
to place a weather station 
and conduct a radar sur-
vey of the mountain’s sum-
mit plateau. Radar surveys 
were necessary to narrow 
down the location from 
where the ice core would 
be taken. Additionally, me-
teorological data collected 
by the weather station will 
help scientists determine 
how high altitudes are im-
pacted by the warming cli-
mate. Criscitiello empha-
sized that data measuring 
these rapidly warming re-
gions is lacking. 

In 2022, Criscitiello again 
submitted Mount Logan 
with a team of seven. The 
team conducted a final ra-
dar survey to pinpoint the 
ideal drilling spot for the 
ice core. Criscitiello tech-
nically climbed the moun-
tain twice in this single 
expedition, as the method 
the team followed required 
them to transport gear to a 
camp up the mountain and 
return to sleep at a low-
er altitude, repeating this 
process at each ascending 
camp. This technique, she 
said, is gentler on the body, 
as it allows mountaineers 
to acclimatize and eventu-
ally remain at the higher 
altitude of the summit for 
a longer time with a lower 
risk of altitude sickness. 

However, “lower” is rel-
ative, and Mount Logan — 
like any of the Earth’s great 
peaks — is brutal on the 
body. During the 2022 ex-
pedition, three members of 
Criscitiello’s team required 
emergency medical evacua-
tion. Criscitiello, well aware 
of Mount Logan’s unforgiv-

ing nature, had prepared for 
this eventuality. 

Once the team reached 
the drilling location on the 
summit plateau, more pres-
sure was put on the re-
maining scientists. In order 
to have the drill running as 
long as possible, Criscitiello 
split the expedition into two 
teams of two who ran the 
drill in shifts, manning the 
drill for 14 hours a day and 
rotating every two or three 
hours depending on weather. 

The location Criscitiello’s 
team eventually decided to 
drill had ice approximately 
1,000 feet deep.

The drilling equip-
ment was transported to 
the mountain in multiple 
small loads (each about 300 
pounds) by helicopter. Only 
one helicopter in the Yukon 
region, where Mount Logan 
is located, is modified to fly 
at altitudes that high. Ordi-
narily, the helicopter only 
operates for high-altitude 
rescue missions; however, 
an exception was made for 
Criscitiello’s expedition. 

The helicopter returned 
periodically throughout the 
team’s stay at the summit, 
transporting pieces of the 
ice core as it was packaged. 
Transporting the ice peri-
odically, rather than wait-
ing for the entire core to be 
collected, allowed the team 
to pack up and ski to base 
camp soon after the final 
pieces of the core were re-
moved. Criscitiello wanted 
her team to return to lower 
altitude as soon as possible. 

The team drilled for 
nearly two weeks before 
the final ice core samples 
were transported off the 
mountain. In total, the ex-
pedition lasted a little more 
than three weeks: nine 
days to summit Mount Lo-
gan, two weeks of drilling, 
and seven hours to descend 
back to the base. 

Why did Criscitiello and 
her team brave such brutal 
conditions for a (admittedly 
large) sample of ice? 

“The chemistry of ice 
cores offers a seemingly 
endless number of tools to 
investigate past climate,” 
she said. 

Those tools can help sci-
entists determine how hu-
mans are impacting the 

climate. While ice core sci-
entists have collected and 
analyzed samples from other 
remote locations, including 
Antarctica and Greenland, 
Criscitiello and her team’s 
goal is to extract records 
of long-term North Pacific 
climate variability from the 
Mount Logan sample. 

While Criscitiello was 
summiting Mount Logan, 
her student Kira Holland 
was leading an expedition 
to study how snow chem-
istry changes with eleva-
tion along the route to the 
mountain’s base camp. The 
data Holland’s team col-
lected will provide context 
for interpreting data from 
the ice core.

After Criscitiello re-
turned to her lab, the ice 
core was subjected to a 
wide variety of tests. First, 
they imaged the ice. Next, 
they established and ex-
ecuted a cut plan for the 
core. Over half of the ice 
core was archived for study 
by future scientists. The 
scientists also measured 
the electrical conductivity 
of the ice, and this process 
helped pinpoint where par-
ticles from volcanic erup-
tions lie in the core. 

“We always use as little 
ice as possible,” said Crisci-
tiello. Scientists hope that 
future techniques will be 
able to glean more data 
from the stored ice. 

Criscitiello traveled to 
the Reno, Nevada, Ice Core 
Lab to conduct elemental 
analysis on the inner part 
of the core. The inner core 
is significant because this 
ice is completely pristine 
and unaffected by outside 
air. As the ice melts, con-
tinuous flow analysis is 
conducted. Sensors collect 
real-time continuous data 
from the melt water. 

The process took ap-
proximately a month, and 
provided nearly all the 
chemical analysis that can 
currently be obtained from 
the ice core. Eventually, 
tests will be run to analyze 
the atmospheric gasses and 
wildfire indicating chemi-
cals contained in the core. 

After initial tests were 
run, Criscitiello’s team be-
gan dating the ice, a process 
that can take years, and dif-

ferent parts of the core re-
quire different techniques. 
In the upper core — the 
newer ice — dating can be 
established through season-
al markers and preserved 
chemical markers; season 
differences can cause visible 
differences in the ice. The 
deeper parts, the older ice, 
require more complicated 
analysis. Time is more com-
pressed the deeper into the 
core one looks. 

Scientists primarily rely 
on ice flow modeling and 
tie points to date older ice 
— tie points are events in 
Earth’s history that have 
created identifiable markers 
throughout all samples. For 
example, Criscitiello refer-
enced nuclear bomb fallout 
from 1962 and 1963. The 

measurements of Uranium 
238 can be used for dating, 
since the element caused a 
notable impact. Criscitiello 
also discussed how chemi-
cals from volcano eruptions 
can date the ice, as well. 
Specialists in the field can 
determine the exact volcano 
and eruption that produced 
fallout found in ice cores, 
and that information can 
also be used for dating. 

So far, Criscitiello’s team 
has dated annual layers 
through approximately 256 
meters of the Mount Logan 
ice core. 

Criscitiello’s expedition 
further established the 
fact that even the seeming-
ly remote and untouched 
reaches of the world are 
impacted by human de-

velopment and climate 
change. She explained that 
the phenomenon of eleva-
tion-dependent warming 
means scientists expect 
these high elevations to be 
some of the fastest warm-
ing in the future. 

However, Criscitiello em-
phasized that it is not too 
late to implement change 
and “push the policy needle 
toward environmental sus-
tainability and preservation.”

She pointed to the Inter-
governmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s recent report 
as a place to look for those 
interested in further details 
about the state of the earth’s 
climate. Criscitiello also 
urged that while she sees 
hope for the climate, “the 
timeline to act is now.” 

Criscitiello shares what ice from Canada’s highest peak can tell us about climate

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Alison Criscitiello, National Geographic Explorer, ice core scientist and high-altitude mountaineer, details her most recent expedition Thursday in the Amphitheater. 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR

We’ve long known that (Mount) Logan, with its 
enormous, cold, high-summit plateau may possibly 
contain the longest record of North Pacific climate 
variability on earth.”

— ALISON CRISCITIELLO 
Ice core scientist, 

National Geographic Explorer
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P R O G R A M

6:15	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Larry Terkel (Judaism/Kabbalah). 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 
Rev. Laura Everett, executive 
director, Massachusetts Council 
of Churches. Amphitheater

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House 

10:15	 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Laurent Ballesta, photographer, 
National Geographic magazine; co-
director, Gombessa Expeditions. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan (Silent Meditation/
Centering Prayer.) Hall of Philosophy

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Fee. Tennis Center

9:30	 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:45	 Hebrew Congregation Shabbat 
Morning Interfaith Service. Rabbi 
Elyse Goldstein, Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz, cantorial soloist. Kiddush 
lunch to follow. Hurlbut Sanctuary

11:30	 CLSC Bryant Day Ceremony. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle.) Miller Park

F
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11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center and 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

11:00	 (11-8) Food Trucks and Tents at 
Bestor Plaza. Bestor Plaza

11:30	 (11:30–2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Lecture. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “Plastics in our 
Waters: Threats and Solutions.” 
Sherri “Sam” Mason, leading 
researcher on freshwater plastic 
pollution. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church 
Marion Lawrence Room

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Jumu’ah Prayer Service will 
follow. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Betsy’s Garden Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club.) “Raising and Tagging 
Monarch Butterflies.” Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of garden 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Butterfly Garden

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:45	 Catholic Seminar Speaker 
Series. “Christians on a Mission 
in a Polarized World/Church.” 
The Rev. Francis Gargani, 
Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, Redemtorists’ Ministry 
of Evangelization, Washington, 
D.C. Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.) African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

1:00	 (1-3) Mah Jongg. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s 
Club.) Memberships available at 
the door. CWC House

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

1:30	 School of Music Chamber 
Concert #4. McKnight Hall Sa

SATURDAY
AUGUST 17

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Erin Huber Rosen, executive 
director and founder, Drink Local 
Drink Tap. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Master Series Townhall. 
Laurent Ballesta, photographer, 
National Geographic magazine; 
co-director, Gombessa 
Expeditions. (Registration 
required. Fee. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY 
AND SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE 
AUTHOR PRESENTATION. 
Valeria Luiselli, author, Lost 
Children Archive: A Novel. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) U.U. House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

4:00	 School of Music Percussion 
Ensemble Concert. Fletcher 
Music Hall

4:00	 CHQ Neurodiverse Families 
Gathering. (Programmed by IDEA 
Office.) Jessica Trapasso Memorial 
Pavilion at Children’s School

4:30	 (4:30 – 6) Takeout Dinner. Farmer 
Brown’s BBQ Pulled Pork Dinner. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Pre-order at 
chautauquawomensclub.org. 
CWC House

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” 
Rabbi Elyse Goldstein, rabbi 
emerita, The City Shul, Toronto, 
Ontario, Susan Goldberg 
Schwartz, cantorial soloist. 
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your 
own beverage, salad or dessert 
to share. If rain, service at Smith 
Wilkes Hall and no Shabbat’zza. 
Miller Park

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Rissi Palmer, accompanied by keyboardist Branden Williams, drummer Michael Johnson, bassist Darion Alexander and guitarist Charles Newkirk, brings country music and 
Southern soul to Chautauqua Wednesday evening in the Amphitheater.

EMILEE ARNOLD / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Palmer surprised Chautauquans with unreleased song, “Old Southern Woman,” from her upcoming 
album, as well as “Still Here,” which she co-wrote with singer-songwriter Miko Marks.

12:30	 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” 
Rabbi Zalman and Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

1:00	 Microplastics Cleanup Day. 
(Programmed by Bird, Tree & 
Garden Club and Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative.) 
“Microplastics and the 
environment.” Children’s Beach

1:00	 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

1:00	 Play Discussion. (Programmed by 
Friends of Chautauqua Theater.)  
NPW falcon girls. Jessica 
Trapasso Memorial Pavilion at 
Children’s School

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:30	 THEATER. New Play Workshop. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Theater Company.) falcon girls, 
by Hilary Bettis. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

3:00	 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) “Mao’s Hijacked 
Generation: What Can We Learn?” 
Robin Radin, editor, Mao’s Hijacked 
Generation. Hall of Philosophy

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:45	 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center 101

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents The Light and 
The Dark by Kate Hamill. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “The Rite of 
Spring.” Rossen Milanov, 
conductor, Cassandra Trenary, 
dancer.  Amphitheater

• Leoš Janácek: Taras Bulba – 23’

• Igor Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring 
– 33’

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

6:45	 Community Shabbat Dinner. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) RSVP required. 
Fee. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents New Play 
Workshop: falcon girls, by Hilary 
Bettis. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

7:30	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

7:30	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Melissa Etheridge and Indigo 
Girls. Amphitheater

chqdaily.com
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