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In 1968, “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood” first aired on 
Pittsburgh’s WQED; the half-
hour long educational chil-
dren’s show quickly gained 
traction, and by the next year, 
PBS came calling. 

Over the course of 30 
years, millions tuned in for 
the soft-spoken Presbyteri-
an minister’s comforting, au-
thentic demeanor, field trips 
to places like a crayon fac-
tory and behind-the-scenes 
sets of “The Incredible Hulk,” 
and life lessons from puppets 
like King Friday, Daniel Tiger 

and Lady Elaine Fairchilde. 
They learned, from Mister 
Rogers, how to navigate their 
feelings — especially the 
less-than-happy ones — as 
the show gently navigated is-
sues like death, divorce, rac-
ism and war.

Now, “Misters’ Rogers 
Neighborhood” is as synony-
mous with PBS as its creator 
is beloved by the generations 
of children who, in many 
ways, he helped raise. Rogers’ 
legacy continues to this day, 
more than 20 years after his 
passing, with people like Paul 
Siefken carrying the torch.

“People think of Mr. Rog-

ers as a nice guy in a sweat-
er,” Siefken told Forbes in 2017 
shortly after he began his 
work as president and CEO 
of Fred Rogers Productions, 
where he has worked since 
2013. “.. (But) think about a 
man who wrote every epi-
sode, composed the music, 
performed as the star, was 
the puppeteer and also had 
early childhood development 
in mind. This was a talented, 
talented, talented producer of 
children’s television. He just 
chose to bring that talent to 
educational children’s media. 
And so when we expand the 
neighborhood, these are all 

the people who are remark-
able talents who absolutely 
bring their talents forward 
to help children understand 
their world better and that’s 
a tremendous way to build on 
the legacy of Fred Rogers.”

During his tenure, Siefken 
has assembled a world-class, 
mission-driven leadership 
team that is committed to 
building on Rogers’ legacy 
by introducing new pro-
ductions and expanding the 
reach of their impact by col-
laborating with like-minded 
partners in both production 
and distribution. 
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First-ever Janus Prize winner Cuffy returns as CLSC author of ‘Dances’
SABINE OBERMOLLER
STAFF WRITER

When Nicole Cuffy won the 
first-ever Chautauqua Janus 
Prize in 2018 for her work 
Atlas of the Body, it helped 
put some “wind in her sails” 
after a time of self-doubt.

“It kind of came at the 
perfect moment, that it re-
ally helped me to see that 
my voice did matter in this 
space,” she said. “It motivat-
ed me to seek to understand 
my own perspective more 
thoroughly so that I could 
continue to produce work 

that continued to matter.”
Six years later, Cuffy re-

turns to the grounds as a 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle author for 
the Week Nine book, Danc-
es: A Novel.

“Her coming back as a 
CLSC author for her first 
novel is a full-circle expe-
rience at Chautauqua for 
Nicole,” said Manager of Lit-
erary Arts, Stephine Hunt. 
“We’re very excited to have 
her back and to be taking 
part in the CLSC.”

For Hunt, Dances is a sort 

of continuation of the story 
in Atlas of the Body, since 
it explores similar themes 
such as anatomy and danc-
ing, as well as medical con-
versations tied to ballet.

Dances —  which Cuffy 
will discuss and read from 
at 3:30 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy — is a 
novel that follows the story 
of 22-year-old Cece Cordell, 
the first Black principal bal-
lerina at the New York City 
Ballet. As Cece achieves her 
lifelong goal, she battles 
with her past, an absent fa-

ther, dismissive mother, and 
an older brother who she 
hasn’t seen in years — and 
is faced with a decision that 
could have stark ramifica-
tions for her career.

With Dances, Cuffy — who 
stopped dancing as a child 
and later returned to ballet 
during high school and col-
lege — wanted to accurately 
represent what it is like be-
ing a ballerina of color, and 
how it feels being the “only 
Black body” in a room.

See CUFFY, Page 4

Fred Rogers Productions’ Siefken to speak on social infrastructure

Journalist, 
theologian 
Chitwood 
joins ILS for 
theme of ‘All 
Rise: Save 
Us & Look 
Beyond’
Ken Chitwood holds 
many titles, and chief 
among them — accord-
ing to his website — is 
“Religion Nerd.”

Chitwood is a religion 
scholar, journalist and 
public theologian who 
splits his time between 
Germany and the United 
States. As a scholar, he 
primarily writes about 
Muslim communities in 
the Americas, interreli-
gious engagement, eth-
nography, humanitari-
anism, and philanthropy, 
as well as manifestations 
of religion-beyond-reli-
gion in a global and dig-
ital age. 

He’ll speak at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of 
Philosophy, part of the 
Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries and its Week Nine 
theme: “All Rise: Save Us 
and Look Beyond.”

Through the week, the 
Department of Religion 
is exploring, from the 
perspectives of numer-
ous faith traditions, what 
it means to seek salva-
tion, and what it means 
to look beyond the suf-
fering and limitations 
of human life on earth, 
and beyond the hori-
zon of all we can know  
or understand.

See CHITWOOD, Page 4 See SIEFKEN, Page 4

GABRIEL WEBER 
& JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITERS

W hen playing his part in Wynton 
Marsalis’ “All Rise,” the word 
that comes to mind for School of 

Music student Angel Ruiz is “communi-
ty.” It’s a word relevant to more than just 
tonight’s performance — Marsalis’ work 
aims to translate our differences through 
music, creating a cohesive future built 
of collaboration in a rapidly developing 
global community.

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphithe-
ater, trumpet player Ruiz will join his fel-
low students of the Music School Festival 
Orchestra, under the baton of Maestro 
Timothy Muffitt, along with the Buffa-
lo Philharmonic Chorus, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra and Marsalis himself 
for a second performance of “All Rise.” 
With the first performance having just 
occurred Wednesday evening, the mu-
sicians get an opportunity to reflect and 
experience the performance in a new 
way tonight; for Muffitt, a second per-

formance can be “really quite satisfying,” 
with all the time and effort the musicians 
put into a singular piece. 

The MSFO’s season usually ends ear-
lier in the summer, but with the scope 
of Marsalis’ “All Rise” during Week Nine, 
coupled with live recordings from PBS 
film crews on site this week for the doc-
umentary “Chautauqua At 150: Wynton 
Marsalis’ All Rise,” the students’ season 
shifted a week.

See MARSALIS, Page 4

ALL RISE
Music School Festival Orchestra students take stage with Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus, 

Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra for second evening of Marsalis’ seminal work
SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Music School Festival Orchestra, Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, under the baton of Chautauqua School 
of Music Artistic and Music Director Timothy Muffitt, preform Wynton Marsalis’ “All Rise” Wednesday in the Amphitheater. 
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N E W S

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is in-
tended to provide space for announcements from Insti-
tution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is 
featured that day in a story, it should not be repeated in 
the Briefly column. Submit information to Maia Caleca 
in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide the name 
of the organization, time and place of meeting and one 
contact person’s name with a phone number. Deadline is 
5 p.m. four days before publication. 

Pre-Concert Conversation with PBS
At 7:15 p.m. tonight in Smith Wilkes Hall, Sylvia Bugg, 
chief programming executive and general manager of 
general audience programming at PBS, will participate 
in a Pre-Concert Conversation on “How an Idea Be-
comes a Documentary.” 

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library Annual Kazoo Chorale is 
at 4:45 p.m. today on the steps of the library. All are 
welcome — free kazoos will be distributed to the first 
100 participants. Join your neighbors to play along to 
pop, folk and all that jazz!

Short Story Discussion
From 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday in the Marion Law-
rance Room at Hurlbut Church, Mark Altschuler will lead 
a discussion on Hector Tobar’s “The Sins of Others.” You 
can email markernalt21@yahoo.com for a copy of the sto-
ry or pick one up at the circulation desk at the Smith Me-
morial Library. There is no fee or registration required.

Climate Ribbon Project
All Chautauquans are invited to contribute to a Climate 
Ribbon Line. What do you love and hope to never lose to 
climate chaos? Write your answer on a ribbon and hang it 
with many others during Week Nine at the Quaker House. 
For a description of this global project, see vimeo.com/
walterhergt/ourclimateribbon.

Rosen, Levy to Participate in Masters Series Roundtable
Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of the National Con-
stitution Center and Wednesday’s lecturer, will par-
ticipate in a Masters Series Roundtable at 12:30 p.m. 
today in Norton Hall. Rosen will be joined by special 
guest Robert A. Levy, chairman emeritus of the Cato 
Institute. The conversation, moderated by Chautauqua 
Institution President Michael E. Hill, will be driven pri-
marily by the results of the latest term of the Supreme 
Court of the United States — a blockbuster term that 
addressed a number of key and landmark cases.

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

Native Plant Sale to 
benefit Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy

Saturday, 
August 24 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Chautauqua Marina  104 West 
Lake Road, Mayville N. Y.
5 Local Native Garden Shops will 
have native plants for sale.

Fundraising event for 
Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy, hosted 
by Chautauqua Marina

BULLETIN 
BOARD

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 

in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for 

$10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

CVA to celebrate conclusion of short-term 
residency program with one-day exhibition
JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Chautauqua Visual Art’s two-
week residency is wrapping 
up with a final exhibition 
on view today in the Arts 
Quad. The 28 artists-in-res-
idence in the program, new 
this year, will showcase a 
selection of work they have 
created during their time 
at the Institution, mark-
ing the end of this season’s  
residency program.

For Erika b Hess, the 
Sydelle Sonkin and Herb 
Siegel Artistic Director of 
Chautauqua Visual Arts, it’s 
an exciting opportunity to 
share the work of the group 
of residents with the broad-
er Chautauqua community.

The exhibition showcas-
es work from each of the 
28 artists participating in 
the residency program, and 
is curated by Hess, visiting 
gallerist Sally Morgan Leh-
man and Susan and John 
Turben Director of CVA 
Galleries Judy Barie.

Hess said most of those 
participating in the short-
term residency are artists 
with established careers, 
so there is less emphasis 
on faculty and education 
in this program than in the 
traditional six-week CVA 
residency. For these art-
ists, the residency is more 
focused on providing a cre-
ative space. The output, she 
said, has been amazing.

“Everybody hit the ground 
running,” she said. “They have 
been creating; they have been 
pushing themselves.”

Hess said many residents 
are using the program to 
make progress on a series 
of work or extended proj-
ects which will eventually be 
shown in different settings.

“Everybody has a direc-
tion that they’re moving (in), 
so it’s nice for them to have 
this freedom where they can 
just work and also be in-
spired by what Chautauqua 
has to offer,” Hess explained.

The Arts Quad will host 
open studios at 2 p.m. to-
day, followed by a recep-
tion for the exhibition from 
3 to 5 p.m. The exhibition, 

which Hess described as 
being similar to a “pop-up” 
exhibition, will be de-in-
stalled Friday.

Earlier this season, CVA 
hosted a similar exhibition 
to celebrate the conclu-
sion of the traditional six-
week residency program in 
which the residents — many 
of whom are emerging and 
early-career artists — dis-
played the work they creat-
ed during the program. This 
exhibition will follow a sim-
ilar model and will be com-
posed largely of mid-career 
artists who have an estab-
lished practice.

After the pause on pro-
gramming during the 2023 
season, the two-week res-
idency was established to 

complement the six-week 
residency in order to afford 
more accommodating op-
portunities to artists from 
different backgrounds. The 
two-week artist residen-
cy program is designed for 

artists who have estab-
lished a career and artistic 
practice but may lack the 
flexibility to attend a long-
term residency due to obli-
gations like jobs, family and 
other commitments.

Everybody hit the ground 
running. They have been 
creating; they have been 
pushing themselves.”

— ERIKA B HESS
Sydelle Sonkin and Herb Siegel 

Artistic Director,
Chautauqua Visual Arts

On Instagram: @chqdaily

Chautauqua Institution on 
Monday announced an $8 
million gift from Craig and 
Cathrine Greene for en-
hancements to Bellinger Hall, 
ensuring the building’s vitali-
ty for future generations, and 
bringing the Greenes’ total 
contributions to $13.3 million 
over the past year. 

This recent donation of 
$8 million is in addition to 
a $5.3 million multi-faceted 
commitment, which includ-
ed gifts to both Chautauqua 
Institution and the Chautau-
qua Foundation. That dona-
tion supported a wide range 
of capital projects and stra-
tegic initiatives that are core 
components of Boundless, A 
Campaign for Chautauqua. 
The initial gift also included 
support for the renovation of 
Bellinger Hall. 

This $8 million gift is 
earmarked specifically for 
improvements to Bellinger 
Hall, which will include the 
installation of air condition-
ing in all dormitory rooms, 
each equipped with individ-
ual thermostats, slated for 
completion before the 2025 

season. Other improvements 
are the refurbishing of all 
bedrooms and bathrooms. 
After 2025, common areas 
will be renovated, with a new 
entrance; upgraded dining 
and food service areas; and 
modernized kitchens, meet-
ing and practice rooms. 

“Craig and Cathrine 
Greene’s generosity exempli-
fies the very spirit of Chau-
tauqua,” said Chautauqua In-
stitution President Michael E. 
Hill. “Their additional $8 mil-
lion gift to renovate Bellinger 
Hall is not only a testament 
to their unwavering com-
mitment to our community, 
but also a critical investment 
in the future of Chautauqua 
and, in particular, our student 
artists who breathe so much 
life into our Summer Assem-
bly Season. These enhance-
ments will ensure Bellinger 
Hall remains a cornerstone of 
our Institution, offering con-
temporary and comfortable 
accommodations that meet 
the needs of our students and 
guests. We are profoundly 
grateful for the Greene fam-
ily’s continued support and 

dedication to our mission.” 
The renovations are inte-

gral to Chautauqua’s strate-
gic plan, 150 Forward, which 
was put into place to deliv-
er a premier experience for 
visitors and establish Chau-
tauqua as a distinguished, 
year-round destination for 
another 150 years. The en-
hancements to Bellinger Hall 
are pivotal in achieving these 
objectives, providing con-
temporary and comfortable 
accommodations that align 
with the expectations of to-
day’s students and guests. 

Prior to the public an-
nouncement of the Greenes’ 
gift on Monday, last Friday 
saw a “preview” announce-
ment in Bellinger Hall, with 
the Greenes joining four Mu-
sic School Festival Orchestra 
students, Hill and Geof Fol-
lansbee, senior philanthrop-
ic adviser to the president, 
for lunch. During the regular 
lunch period at the dormito-
ry, Vice President of Perform-
ing and Visual Arts Laura Sav-
ia introduced Hill to students 
gathered in the cafeteria.

Bellinger Hall plays host to 

two main constituencies, Hill 
said: students enrolled in the 
Schools of Performing and 
Visual Arts and Chautauqua 
on a Budget patrons. Those 
two groups “represent two 
sides of the same coin: the 
development and presenta-
tion of program on the one 
hand and the appreciation of 
program on the other.”  

“As students and patrons, 
you know, up close and per-
sonal, the ins and outs — 
and the ups and downs — of 
Bellinger Hall,” Hill said. “We 
know that Bellinger is a build-
ing of tremendous potential 
in need of significant atten-
tion. … We’ve long wished for 
a renovated Bellinger Hall to 
be a wonderful complement 
to the first-class student ex-
perience and guest experi-
ence we promise you.”

Those wishes become re-
ality through key resources 
like philanthropy, Hill said.

“That’s why we’ve made 
the renovation of Bellinger 
Hall a priority in Boundless, 
A Campaign for Chautauqua,” 
he said.

Greene donation will support Bellinger renovations

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Chautauqua School of Art is hosting 28 two-week resident artists this season, a first for the 
program. The artists will host open studios at 2 p.m. today, followed by an opening reception for an 
exhibition showcasing their work. The exhibition runs through Friday. 

An oil on canvas piece by two-week resident artist Kate Salke. 

A mixed media piece by Beck 
Lowry. 

An oil on linen piece by Yura 
Adams.
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L E C T U R E

On Bestor Plaza

C H A U T A U Q U A  I N S T I T U T I O N

chautauquabookstore.com 716.357.2151

CHQ Pop Socket
Available Now
$13.95

Alongside our books,  
we also carry a  
wide selection of CHQ-
themed clothing and 
souvenirs. There are 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, mugs, 
stationery, umbrellas, 
magnets, stickers, etc. 

Open daily, 8 a.m.–8 p.m. during the season;  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. the rest of the year.

C H AU TAU QUA 
B O O K S T O R E

Rosen encourages commitment to self-mastery, reason in 
lecture on philosophies underlying U.S. founding documents
HG BIGGS
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Jeffrey Rosen, president and 
CEO of the National Consti-
tution Center, addressed the 
underlying philosophies of 
the United States’ founding 
documents during his lec-
ture Wednesday morning in 
the Amphitheater, part of the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series’ 
Week Nine theme, “Rising 
Together: Our Century of 
Creativity and Collaboration 
with Wynton Marsalis and 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra.” His most recent 
book, The Pursuit of Happi-
ness: How Classical Writers 
on Virtue Inspired the Lives 
of the Founders and Defined 
America, framed his talk.

Rosen began his lec-
ture by discussing a read-
ing project he undertook in 
2020 during COVID-19 lock-
down. The endeavor, he said, 
“changed the way I thought 
about how to be a good per-
son and how to be a good cit-
izen, and how I understood 
the foundation of American 
democracy.” This reading 
project was based on a list 
compiled by Thomas Jeffer-
son and required Rosen to 
read books from classical 
writers of moral philosophy 
on a rigorous schedule. 

Through these read-
ings, Rosen hoped to gain 
a deeper understanding of 
what, exactly, the phrase 
“the pursuit of happiness” 
meant and how people can 
apply that understanding 
in the modern day. Ros-
en found that the famous 
phrase came from Cicero’s 
The Tusculan Disputations. 
Rosen had never heard of 
this work before — though it 
had been read by both Jef-
ferson and Benjamin Frank-
lin — and it led him further 
down the path of studying 
the ancient philosophers 
that influenced America’s 
founding fathers.

Rosen also found that 
both Jefferson and Franklin 
created lists of virtues for 
themselves. Franklin had 
created a system of spiritu-
al self-accounting to judge 
how well he held himself 
to these virtues — week by 
week. Rosen and a friend 
had actually tried this meth-
od about a decade ago. 

“We found it incredi-
bly depressing,” said Rosen. 
However, he also said that, 
like Franklin, despite their 
failures, he felt he was a bet-
ter man for having tried. 

Rosen returned to Cicero, 
who in The Tusculan Dispu-
tations wrote that “without 
virtue, happiness cannot be.” 

Franklin used this phrase 
as the motto for his list of 
virtues. Jefferson also quot-
ed a passage from The Tus-
culan Disputations to in-
form how he practiced his 
virtues: “He who achieved 
tranquility of soul, who was 
neither unduly exuberant or 

unduly despondent, he has 
achieved the calm self-mas-
tery of which we are in 
quest. He is the happy man.” 

Rosen was struck by the 
similarity in Franklin and 
Jefferson’s thinking, and 
concluded that the men 
used Cicero to illustrate that 
happiness is not the pursuit 
of pleasure, but the pursuit 
of virtue.

When Rosen embarked 
on Jefferson’s reading list, 
he was surprised to find 
that, to that point, he had 
read very few of the books. 
Furthermore, the scope of 
Jefferson’s list was broad, 
encompassing moral and 
political philosophy, liter-
ature, history, science and 
more. While Rosen said that 
many of the books had been 
removed from the curric-
ulum by the time he was 
pursuing his liberal arts ed-
ucation, he still credits his 
teachers as “apostles of light 
to the next generation,” and 
every day he feels “the spark 
that these great teachers 
kindled in (him).” 

When Rosen attended 
college in the 1980s, he said 
he found himself looking 
for the kind of guidance 
that he has since found in 
the moral writings on Jef-
ferson’s reading list. 

“I was craving an answer,” 
Rosen said, “to the question 
of, ‘Can the good life be led by 
reason and reflection rather 
than by simple authority?’ ”

Rosen wasn’t just reading 
the books Jefferson recom-
mended, but following the 
founder’s reading schedule. 
It was a demanding one.

Following Jefferson’s 
schedule, Rosen was ex-
pected to wake up before 
sunrise, spend two hours 
reading moral philosophy, 
watch the sunrise, then read 
political philosophy and his-
tory. Following lunch, he 
would read science, astron-
omy, and late philosophical 
investigations. After dinner, 
he would read Shakespeare 
and poetry. This was the 
schedule for 12 hours a day, 
seven days a week. He fol-
lowed this practice for a 
year during COVID.  

“I found myself writing 
sonnets,” Rosen said. As he 
tried to summarize the wis-
dom of the works he was 
reading, Rosen found son-
nets to be a natural out-
come. He was surprised to 
discover that many during 
the founders’ era followed a 
similar practice, including 
Phillis Wheatley and John 
Quincy Adams. 

Reading those books, 
following that schedule, 
changed Rosen’s life.

“What I discovered,” he 
said, “is that indeed, as Ci-
cero said, for the founders, 
happiness and particular-
ly the pursuit of happiness 
meant not feeling good but 
being good.” 

Additionally, “being good” 
means the pursuit of long-
term virtue. In order to 
achieve this type of virtue, 
one must pursue self-mas-
tery and self-improvement. 

But what kind of mastery 
and improvement did the 
founders have in mind? Ci-
cero referred to a “tranquil-
ity of soul.” Rosen discussed 
how Franklin and Jefferson 
sought to moderate “unrea-
sonable passions and emo-
tions” in order to achieve 
this tranquility. 

“I discovered that, for the 
founders, happiness was 
a constant battle between 
reason and passion,” said 
Rosen. He further clari-
fied that the classical phi-
losophers were not against 
emotion; they felt that some 
emotions were productive 
and others unproductive, 
so they sought to regulate 
these unproductive emo-
tions through reason. 

Rosen’s book The Pursuit 
of Happiness explores these 
ideas by examining how the 
founders applied the wis-
dom of classical writers 
through specific examples 
in the founders’ lives. 

“It’s striking that, in so 
many respects, they fell short 
of their ideals,” said Rosen.

For example, there are 
inherent contradictions be-
tween Jefferson’s philosophy, 
and his role as an enslaver. 
Jefferson pursued religious 
and philosophical improve-
ment, yet held racist view-
points and only freed a few 
of his slaves upon his death. 

“How is it possible that 
this founder, like all found-
ers, who insisted that vir-
tue is the key to happiness,” 
Rosen said, “could have so 
flamboyantly and notori-
ously betrayed their ideals 
when it comes to slavery?” 

Rosen reasoned that the 
founders did not try to make 
excuses for enslaving peo-
ple or justify their actions. 
He cited Patrick Henry, 
who once said that “is it not 
amazing that I myself who 
believes that slavery violates 
the Bible and natural law, 
myself own slaves? I will not 
justify it. I won’t attempt to. 
It’s simple avarice or greed.”

Rosen also discussed the 
distinction between rea-
son and passion as outlined 
by Pythagoras. Pythago-

ras imagined “reason in the 
head,” “pathos or emotion in 
the heart,” and “desire in the 
stomach.” These three parts 
should balance each other. 
An additional point of inter-
est was the connections be-
tween the balance of emo-
tion, desire and reason, and 
the checks and balances de-
signed in the Constitution. 

Rosen highlighted how 
James Madison channeled 
classical moral philosophy 
in the writing of the Consti-
tution, saying that Pythago-
ras’ idea of balance was the 
same harmony the founders 
sought to achieve between 
the three branches of gov-
ernment. 

“The whole Constitution 
was designed to stop people 
in large groups from becom-
ing mobs,” Rosen said. 

He addressed the chal-
lenges of the present day, 
where passion reigns on so-
cial media and information, or 
disinformation, travels faster 
there than in outlets that are 
based on facts and reason. 

“That’s why it is so ur-

gently important for us, 
together, to commit to a 
project of lifelong learning 
through deep reading and to 
take this movement across 
America,” Rosen said.

Finally, Rosen drew con-
nections between his read-
ing project and the Chau-
tauqua Movement of the 
19th century. 

“The Chautauqua Move-
ment is centrally connected 
to this project in the 19th 
century, … to come up with 
a project of lifelong spiritual 
self-improvement in a non-
sectarian, nonpartisan way 
through lifelong learning,” 
he said.

Rosen encouraged those 
in his Chautauqua audience 
to rediscover their love of 
reading that many expe-
rienced in childhood or in 
college, to find the ability 
to get lost in reading for 
the sake of reading, and to 
build their own habits of 
personal improvement. 

“We can’t govern as cit-
izens until we first govern 
ourselves,” said Rosen. 

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jeffrey Rosen, president and chief executive officer of the National Constitution Center, speaks as a part of the Chautauqua Lecture Series 
Wednesday in the Amphitheater. 
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Cuffy is a Washington D.C.-
based writer and lecturer at 
the University of Maryland 
and American University. 
Her chapbook, Atlas of the 
Body, was also a finalist in 
the Black River Chapbook 
Competition.

When Cuffy was writ-
ing Dances — which was 
longlisted for the Carol 
Shields Prize for Fiction and 
the PEN/Hemingway Award 
— she wanted to reflect on 
the connection between 
ballet and the female body, 
as well as all the experiences 
that body goes through.
“Oftentimes when we 

think about women and de-
velopment, or her life mile-
stones over time, they have 
to do with the body — like 
when you start to develop 
into a woman’s body,” she 
said. “When you get your 
first period, if you ever lose 
your virginity, when you 
have sex for the first time, 
if you get pregnant, if you 
don’t get pregnant … all 
these things are so related 
to our bodies in a way that I 
don’t think that manhood is 
defined in the same way.” 

Cuffy wanted to explore 
femininity in ballet, the per-
ception of female dancers 
being ultra-feminine, and 

how we define femininity 
versus masculinity.

“That creates really in-
teresting intersections with 
various art forms,” she said. 
“When those traditional 
markers of femininity, which 
are related to the body, hap-
pen to female dancers, they 
actually are a disruption to 
the very career that paints 
them in this ultra-feminine 
light,” she said.

With Dances, Cuffy hopes 
to address the different ste-
reotypes that surround the 
world of ballet in a way that 
hasn’t been done before. 
“It’s the same story over 

and over again. … You have 
a group of women with eat-
ing disorders who are con-
stantly trying to sabotage 
each other, and it really up-
holds this misogynistic idea 
that women are incapable of 
getting along with each oth-
er and supporting each oth-
er,” said Cuffy. “I just don’t 
think that that’s true of how 
the ballet world actually 
functions. I hope that when 
people read Dances, they 
get a better understanding 
of what this world is actu-
ally like and how women 
do function in a world that 
is associated largely with 
women, but it is not exclu-
sively full of women, and still 
is quite subject to issues of 
patriarchy and misogyny.”

CUFFY
FROM PAGE 1

“Here’s a chance for (School 
of Music students) to col-
laborate with people whose 
whole world is the jazz 
world,” Muffitt said. “That’s 
just another kind of really 
wonderful artistic, musical 
cross-pollination — plus, 
anytime we work with a 
composer, it’s eye opening.”
For Ruiz, playing with 

Marsalis is mindblowing 
and a dream come true, he 
said. Growing up listen-
ing to Marsalis’ music, Ruiz 
considers the composer and 
jazz legend one of his he-
roes. He’s anticipating “get-
ting to feel what (Marsalis) 
feels” through engaging 
with his music. 

“Having the experience to 
perform one of his composi-
tions, I can see how every 
detail is very precise; that’s 
something that I really enjoy 
and appreciate from him,” 
Ruiz said. “I want to engage 
with all (of the MSFO stu-
dents), and I am enjoying 
playing with them. That’s 
something that makes me 
very happy, because music is 
all about sharing experienc-
es, sharing ideas, sharing 
sounds and community.”
Students first received the 

music of “All Rise” two weeks 
ago to begin rehearsing. 

Many, like Ruiz, have been 
listening to and studying the 
work for much longer.
“I took time to engage 

with the piece and give it 
the honor that it deserves. … 
I believe it’s a piece that we 
have to respect. We have to 
approach in the most mean-
ingful way that we can be-
cause it’s going to be a great 
production,” Ruiz said. “We 
should appreciate the work 
and the time that (JLCO and 
Marsalis) are taking.”

Born and raised in Ven-
ezuela, Ruiz began playing 
trumpet at 8 with El Siste-
ma, a publicly financed mu-
sic education program — 
an “amazing program,” he 
said, that words are short 
to describe. The program 
focuses on sincere engage-
ment and improvement, 
addressing and fixing the 
details, which is something 
he values about the MSFO, 
as well. 
“If we need to change or 

improve something, we just 
do it right away, and that’s 
something that I really like,” 
Ruiz said. “That says a lot 
about the musicians that are 
here today.”
Muffitt selected third-

year MSFO violinist Jameson 
Darcy to be concertmaster 
for the two performanc-
es of “All Rise,” which Dar-
cy said was both humbling 

and encouraging. They find 
that group communication 
around “All Rise” is vital 
for cohesion — rather than 
leading by force. 
In their role, Darcy fo-

cuses on what needs to 
be brought to the table by 
each section, as everything 
should sound fluid. They 
were completely blown 
away listening to the piece 
for the first time, they said, 
as the whole piece retains 
continuity, yet each move-
ment sounds like 12 minia-
ture ideas.

“This piece is a totally 
exemplary attack,” Dar-
cy said. “Each (movement) 
has its own characteristic, 
and that means that there’s 
so many possibilities of 
what we can do to express 
our ideas and to inter-
pret things and realize the 
shapes that are there.”
“All Rise” is a 12-move-

ment composition for big 
band, choir, and symphony 
orchestra; each movement 
represents different mo-
ments of growth, setbacks, 
and redemption in our 
lives. The first four move-
ments tackle birth and 
self-discovery; the second 
four focus on mistakes, 
pain, sacrifice and redemp-
tion; the last section has to 
do with maturity and joy. 
The violinists’ part is 73 

pages of music alone, with 
the fourth movement be-
ing 13 out of those 73 pages; 
the first thing Darcy told 
their section was to learn 
the first, fourth and ninth 
movements to provide 
clarity in bringing a project 
of this magnitude together. 
In doing “All Rise” justice, 
Darcy said they wake up 
with a knot in their stom-
ach but a clear-headedness 
for channeling the passion 
the piece evokes. 
In programming the 

back-to-back nights of “All 
Rise,” Senior Vice President 
and Chief Program Officer 
Deborah Sunya Moore was 
intentional in uplifting the 
MSFO as a creative partner 
for JLCO and the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Chorus.
“Both Jazz at Lincoln 

Center Orchestra and 
Chautauqua Institution are 
about intergenerational ex-
periences and having faith 
and determination that 
youth, the younger genera-
tion, need to be an integral 
part of our deepest hopes, 
of our most creative proj-
ects,” Moore said. “That 
type of synergy between 
generations not only cre-
ates a certain excitement 
and energy, but it also cre-
ates partnership paths for 
the future.”

MARSALIS
FROM PAGE 1

Chitwood’s first book, 2021’s 
The Muslims of Latin America 
and the Caribbean, won the 
Religion News Association’s 
Best Nonfiction Book Award. 
In it, he traces the 500-year 
history of Muslims in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 
from Muslims’ deep roots 
in the region, to the cur-
rent connections among the 
multiple networks of people, 
ideas, economies, politics, and 

religion that extend across 
the Americas and beyond. 
His second book, AmeRícan 
Muslims: The Everyday Lives 
of Puerto Rican Converts to 
Islam, is forthcoming with 
University of Texas Press. 
Currently, Chitwood is a 
postdoctoral researcher and 
lecturer with the Department 
for the Study of Religion at 
Universität Bayreuth; affiliate 
researcher with the Univer-
sity of Southern California’s 
Center for Religion and Civic 
Culture; and research fellow 

with the Muslim Philanthro-
py Initiative at Indiana Uni-
versity. Previously, he’s been 
the Fritz Thyssen Foundation 
Postdoctoral Research Fel-
low with the Berlin Graduate 
School Muslim Cultures & 
Societies at Freie Universität 
Berlin and a fellow with the 
University of Southern Cal-
ifornia’s Center for Religion 
and Civic Culture’s Engaged 
Spirituality Project.
But this summer, he’s 

scholar-in-residence at First 
Lutheran in Venice Beach, 
California, and Chitwood is 
a practicing Lutheran whose 
interreligious work has taken 
him all across the globe, ac-

centing “glocal” 21st-century 
Christianity. A widely pub-
lished journalist and editor 
of ReligionLink, a premier 
resource for people writ-
ing on religion, Chitwood is 
interested in global theolo-
gies, multi-cultural ministry, 
and the contextualization 
of doctrines and practices 
across religious boundaries, 
physical borders and cultural 
barriers. He was Sojourner’s 
Faith and Immigration Re-
porter in 2024 and is a for-
mer journalist-fellow with 
the University of Southern 
California’s Center for Reli-
gion and Civic Culture’s Spir-
itual Exemplars Project. 

CHITWOOD
FROM PAGE 1

He’ll speak at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater as 
part of the Chautauqua Lec-
ture Series and its Week Nine 
theme “Rising Together: Our 
Century of Creativity and 
Collaboration,” reflecting 
on how to best create the 
appropriate social, cultural 
and political infrastructure 
and conditions to encour-
age the next generations of 
global citizens to rise and 
thrive together.
Before joining Fred Rogers 

Productions in 2013, Siefken 
spent nearly 10 years at PBS, 
most recently as director 
of children’s programming, 
where he managed the de-
velopment of numerous PBS 
KIDS series, including “The 
Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot 
About That,” “Sid the Sci-
ence Kid,” “WordGirl,” “Wild 
Kratts,” “Fetch! With Ruff 
Ruffman” and “Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood.” 

At FRP, Siefken has 
spearheaded major en-
gagement initiatives for 
the company award-win-
ning series, which include 

“Daniel Tiger’s Neighbor-
hood” — an off-shoot of 
the original “Mister Rog-
ers’ Neighborhood” — and 
“Through the Woods,” a 
series of animated shorts 
created in partnership with 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 
In “Through the Woods,” 
producers use self-guided 
play to teach kids the pow-
er of loving relationships 
and support their confi-
dence and sense of self — 
not unlike Rogers’ original 
approach that made him a 
household name.
“These are some of the 

life skills children need to 
be ready to enter the school 
environment,” Siefken told 
Forbes. “They are the same 
qualities that employers 
look for in hiring an employ-
ee — works well with others, 
a self-starter, responsible. 
Our programming focuses 
on social and emotional life 
skills that will help children 
their entire lives. Those 
goals haven’t changed since 
‘Mister Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood.’ The new program-
ming focuses on the same 
areas with more contempo-
rary characters.”

SIEFKEN
FROM PAGE 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION ARCHIVES
Fred Rogers talks to kids at Children’s School on July 3, 1986. 
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R E L I G I O N

Baptist House
At 7 p.m. tonight at the Bap-
tist House, the Rev. Steve 
Graham is speaking on 
“Rousing Us into Communi-
ty,” based on Luke 12:13-21. 

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing takes place at 10:15 
a.m. weekday mornings in the 
Randell Chapel of the United 
Church of Christ Headquar-
ters located on Odland Pla-
za. This is an opportunity for 
quiet in our very busy sched-
ule here at Chautauqua.

Chabad Jewish House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads “Maimonides–The 
Guide for the Perplexed” at 
9:15 a.m. today in the Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House. 
Rabbi Vilenkin will lead a 
Business Ethics class at 9:15 
a.m. Friday at the ZCJH. 
The Miriam Gurary Chal-
lah Baking Series runs from 
12:15 to 1 p.m. Friday at the 
ZCJH. Rabbi Vilenkin will 
lead the Shabbat Service at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday, reading 
from Eikev (Deuteronomy 
7:12). Join us for a free lunch 
at our Lunch’n’Learn: Eth-
ics of Our Fathers at 12:30 
p.m. Saturday in the Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House, led 
by the Vilenkins.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Daily Mass is celebrat-
ed at 8:45 a.m. weekdays 
in the Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd. There 
will be a Catholic seminar 
at 12:45 p.m. today in the 
Methodist House Chapel. 
The Rev. Richard Augus-
tyn, manager of pastoral 
care and volunteer services 
at Buffalo General Medical 
Center and Gates Vascular 
Institute in Buffalo, New 
York, will present “The Eth-
ics of Dying.” There will be 
a Catholic seminar at 12:45 
p.m. Friday in the Meth-
odist House Chapel. The 
Rev. Ed Palumnos, retired 
priest from the Diocese of 
Rochester, New York, will 
present “Eucharist–Noun 
or Verb?”

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
Dhara Kowal leads Zen 
Buddhism meditation from 
7:45 to 8:30 a.m. weekdays 
in the Presbyterian House 
Chapel. Kowal will lead a 
Zen Buddhism meditation 
seminar at 12:30 p.m. to-
day at the Hall of Missions. 
Start the morning with 
“Movement and Meditation 
with Monte” from 8:15 to 
8:45 a.m. Friday in the Hall 
of Philosophy Grove. Join 

our Centering Prayer at 7:15 
a.m. Saturday in the Hall 
of Philosophy, led by Carol 
McKiernan.

Chautauqua Prays 
for Peace Through 
Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering which 
takes place from 8:55 to 9 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove. The all-faith prayer is 
led by a different denomina-
tion each week, and prayer 
handouts are distributed dai-
ly. All are welcome.

Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 for reflec-
tion and prayer. One may 
study this week’s Bible les-
son, “Mind,” read our cur-
rent and archived copies of 
Christian Science period-
icals, including The Chris-
tian Science Monitor, and 
use our computer-based 
church resources.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in 
the chapel.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accepting 
nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation
Join us for Kabbalat Shab-
bat: Welcoming the Sab-
bath from 5 to 6 p.m. Fri-
day at Miller Park, led by 
Rabbi Aaron Meyer and 
Cantor Kalix Jacobson from 
Temple Emanuel in Pitts-
burgh. This will be followed 
by Shabbat’zza at 6 p.m. 
in Miller Park. Pizza will 
be provided, but feel free 
to bring your own bever-
age and a vegetarian side 
dish or dessert to share. If 
there’s rain, there will be 
no Shabbat’zza. There is no 
Shabbat Morning Service 
this weekend.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church
If you’re looking for a qui-
et and lovely place to rest, 
pray or ponder, we invite 
you to come and sit in the 
Sanctuary. It can be ac-
cessed through the door on 
Scott from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. 
If you’re thirsty or have an 
empty water bottle, Hurl-
but Memorial Communi-
ty Church and the Hebrew 
Congregation offer a bot-
tle-filling fountain just in-
side the “long-walk” door 
off Pratt. Enjoy.

Hurlbut Church  
Meal Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cooking, 
and everyone is invited. 
The church serves lunch 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
weekdays and dinner from 
5 to 7 p.m. Thursdays at 
Hurlbut Church. All pro-
ceeds benefit the mission 

and ministries of the Hurl-
but Church. Meals are eat-
in or takeout.

International Order of The 
King’s Daughters and Sons
The Ida A. Vanderbeck 
Chapel on Pratt is open for 
prayer and meditation from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Please 
stop in and sign the regis-
ter. During days of inclem-
ent weather, the chapel will 
be closed.

Islamic Community
An Introduction to Jumu’ah 
Muslim prayer will begin at 
12:30 p.m. Friday in the Hall 
of Christ Sanctuary. Jumu’ah 
Prayer Service will follow at 
1:05 p.m. 

Labyrinth
The Chautauqua Labyrinth, 
which is open at any time, 
is located next to Turner 
Community Center. It is ac-
cessible through the Turn-
er building, or through the 
Turner parking lot, if arriv-
ing via Route 394. Bus and 
tram services are available 
to Turner. Remember your 
gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Jeff Laustsen pre-
sides at a 7 p.m. Vespers 
tonight at the Lutheran 
House. The Lutheran House 
hosts Chautauqua Dia-
logues at 12:30 p.m. Friday. 
We are located on the brick 
walk at the corner of Peck 
and Clark.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invit-
ed for coffee, tea, hot choco-
late, and lemonade following 
the morning worship ser-
vice and preceding the 10:45 
a.m. lecture each weekday 
morning on the porch.

The Rev. Rebecca Barnes 
leads “Art, Prayer, and 
Sending Light to all Cre-
ation,” an interactive dis-
cussion and prayer and 

art time to think about 
and respond to the various 
hurting and healing places 
in God’s world, at Vespers 
from 7 to 7:45 p.m. tonight 
in the House Chapel.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)
Beverly Ward, field secretary 
for Earthcare of the South-
eastern Yearly Meeting, will 
now lead the Lunch & Learn 
“Quaker Perspectives on the 
Theme of the Week” at 12:30 
p.m. today in the Quaker 
House, 28 Ames. The art ex-
hibit “Inside Outside Art: Cre-
ation from Within: Art and 
the Healing Power of Creat-
ing a New Way to Be in the 
World” is open from 10 a.m 
to 2 p.m. today at the Quaker 
House. There will be a Lunch 
and Learn discussing the art 
exhibit at 12:30 p.m. Friday at 
the Quaker House.

Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Chautauqua
The U.U. House hosts Chau-
tauqua Dialogues at 3:30 
p.m. on Fridays.

United Church of Christ
The service of Blessing and 
Healing is held at 10 a.m. 
weekdays in Randell Chapel. 

United Methodist
At 7 p.m. tonight in the 
United Methodist House, 
the Rev. James Driscoll is 
leading Pastor in the Par-
lor with the topic “Wellness 
Coaching … A New Journey.” 
Swing by the United Meth-
odist House around 10 p.m. 
Friday during or after the 
evening Amp event and have 
some free, fresh-popped 
popcorn. Join the all-ages 
crowd — all are welcome! 

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday in 
the Hall of Missions.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

God sees us when others only see a condition or problem

L uke 13: 14 reads: “But the leader of the synagogue 
… kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are six days on 
which work ought to be done, come on these days 
and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.’ ”

In the OM3 translation, it reads: “But the head of the 
church committee on the constitution and bylaws, said 
there are six days to work but not on the sabbath. The peo-
ple on the committee were upset, but everyone else in the 
village was excited.”

The Rev. Otis Moss III, the translator of many Bibli-
cal texts, preached at the 9:15 a.m. Wednesday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was 
“Living Between Church Hurt and God’s Promise,” and the 
scripture reading was Luke 13: 10-17.

Moss asked the congregation to turn to a neighbor and 
say, “Neighbor, O Neighbor, it’s time to stand up.”

“There is no hurt like church hurt and no trauma like 
church trauma,” Moss said. “Hurt is an injury that we can 
navigate. Trauma is a soul wound that takes years to heal.”

There was a woman with a tale of repeated injuries 
suffered in one of the congregations where Moss was 
pastor. When her mother was dying, no one came to visit. 
A church member castigated the woman for embracing 
her gay son and told her she was doing wrong. Then she 
told Moss that things had not been the same in the church 
since he arrived.

“She encountered human error and brokenness but 
nothing could change for her,” Moss said. “It was most 
tragic. She was struggling with her faith and human error 
had placed a shield over God’s sovereignty.”

As a Black woman, injured in church, a deep wound 
was created; as a result, she was bent over. Her vision 
was focused on the ground. Human encounters obscured 
holy vision.

Moss told the congregation, “It won’t work to try to 
argue someone back to faith or preach them back to the 
pew. We have to live — not quote — the gospel. Our posi-
tion must be holy listening. The humanity of our ministry 
taints the holiness of our call. We are broken and blessed, 
we have horns and halos, and if you catch someone at the 
wrong time, you get the horns. But at another time, you get 
the halo.”

Jesus brings hope from trauma. In the synagogue, or the 
church, on the sabbath there was a woman who had been 
injured for 18 years. She carried her trauma with her.

In the book The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and 
Body in the Healing of Trauma, Bessel van der Kolk wrote 
that unresolved trauma gets trapped in the body. Studies 
have shown that the weight of carrying this trauma affects 
how people see the world. Stress can show up in the back, 
the stomach, in irritation. Even the skin can break out.

Author Ralph Ellison wrote: “I am invisible because you 
refuse to see me.” 

Moss said, “The church people accepted the woman’s 
injury as normal, as the way the world should be and 
the way she was supposed to be. People were blinded by 
toxic theology. They thought it was just the woman who 
was bent over, but they didn’t know they were using a 
toxic theology.”

The church or synagogue knew her only by her condi-

tion. What was her name, Moss asked the congregation. 
She was just the “bent-over woman.”

When the Rev. Gina M. Stewart was elected the first 
woman president of the Lott Carey Baptist Convention, 
an historic Black Baptist mission society, a group of male 
pastors decided not to show up to hear her preach. In her 
inaugural sermon as president, she said, “Stop using your 
theology as a smoke screen. If you are racist, sexist or ho-
mophobic, don’t use God’s word to cover it up.”

Moss told the congregation: “Jesus was on the cross for 
all of us. Toxic theology takes the oxygen given by trees 
like Martin Luther King Jr., Medgar Evers and Fannie Lou 
Hamer. Toxic theology refuses to pronounce the name 
of our vice president correctly. Toxic theology wants to 
block, not elevate. Maya Angelou is the most banned au-
thor in the United States, and I want my children to know 
‘And Still I Rise.’ ”

He continued, “I don’t want the United States to be a 
Christian nation because I don’t trust the people who want 
that. They are capitalist, Confederate, White Nationalists. I 
want a circle of people at the table, no one in front and no 
one in back, with God in the center.”

Toxic theology tells people just to bear up to spousal 
abuse, or that one gender cannot preach. It puts people at 
the margins.

The woman who was bent had limited vision of what 
God was up to, but “that bad sister still showed up in 
church for the possibility and hope. We need her resilience. 
She (by her presence) says, ‘I was injured by you, not by 
God. Even though you injured me, I know God and I am still 
a child of God. Healing might not come, but I have learned 
to carry the weight.’ ”

The woman came to church and Jesus was there, too. 
“If I was in Chicago, I would get an ‘amen,’ ” said Moss. He 
repeated the line and the congregation said, “Amen.”

Moss told the congregation: “Jesus sees her. The com-
mittee did not see her. He sees her fully and something is 
about to happen. Jesus sees her fully as a child of God Most 
High and she has been told she was not good enough. God 
sees us when others don’t.”

Jesus invited the woman to come to him and get hooked 
up to God, but she had to accept the invitation. If we want 
to be healed, said Moss, we have to be co-laborers with 
God. “Healing is a process and we accept the call of healing 
when we are ready.”

When Jesus laid his hands on the woman, she went from 

limited vision to looking into the eyes of Jesus. She could 
walk and see the sky. 

But when someone is healed, someone on the committee 
says “that is not in the bylaws.” Moss said, “Jesus throws 
shade smoothly at them. He said you let your donkey out 
on the sabbath. This woman is your best member who still 
shows up even in spite of you. You are hypocritical.”

He continued, “And there was no co-pay. Jesus gave 
free access for this service. The committee was upset 
and embarrassed.”

It is time, Moss said, for the church to straighten up. “It 
is time to be free from small thinking, from conservative, 
White evangelical dysfunction. It is time to step up and 
heal this nation. It is time to straighten up. It is time to 
straighten up. It is time to straighten up.”

The congregation stood and gave him a standing ovation.
Melissa Spas, vice president for religion at Chautauqua, 

presided. Alison Marthinsen, longtime Chautauquan, read 
the scripture. The prelude was “Priére,” by Jacque-Nicolas 
Lemmens, played on the Massey Memorial Organ by Owen 
Reyda, 2024 organ scholar. The Motet Choir sang “Healer 
of our every ill,” music by Ken Medema and text by Marty 
Haugen. The choir sang under the direction of Joshua Staf-
ford, director of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair 
for the Organist, and Reyda accompanied on the Massey 
Organ. The postlude was “Toccata,” by Théodore Dubois, 
played by Stafford on the Massey Organ. Support for this 
week’s services and chaplaincy is provided by the Gladys R. 
Brasted and Adair Brasted Gould Memorial Chaplaincy and 
the Holden-Daney Chaplaincy Fund.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Otis Moss III delivers his sermon “The Blue Note Gospel” 
Sunday in the Amphitheater. 
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

ANNOUNCEMENTFOR RENT

W h a t  d o  y o u  l o v e  a b o u t 
Chautauqua? Tell us! chqcom-
mongrounds@gmail.com

Rental, 2025 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA, Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location, Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.
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COPYING
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THE UPS STORE
be unstoppable

708 Foote Ave • Jamestown, NY 14701
716.664.2402

Copyright © 2023 The UPS Store, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 00_139681072423

10%
 

PACKAGING
Limit one coupon per customer. 
Not valid with other offers. Restrictions 
apply. Valid and redeemable only 
when presented at a participating 
location. The UPS Store centers are 
independently owned and 
operated. ©2023 The UPS Store Inc.
Offer expires 9/30/24.

THE UPS STORE

OFF

ChautauquaNYHomes.com
DebbieRoweRealtor@gmail.com
1 Morris Ave., Chautauqua, NY

@ChautauquaNYHomes

Debbie Rowe
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

Would you like a
market update?

homeIT'S GOOD TO BE

716.640.6507

Bailey Family Fund provides support 
for performance of Marsalis’ ‘All Rise’

Jacobs Memorial Lectureship supports Siefken

Comfort Fund supports Chitwood’s Interfaith lecture

The John T. and Katherine G. 
Bailey Family Fund provides 
funding for Wynton Marsa-
lis’ “All Rise” at 8:15 p.m. to-
night in the Amphitheater. 

Jack Bailey served in the 
U.S. Coast Guard from 1944 
to 1946, graduated from 

Harvard University in 1950 
and attended graduate 
school at Columbia Univer-
sity. He retired as chairman 
of a major public relations 
consulting firm in Cleve-
land and previously served 
as an executive with The 

New York Times. Jack was a 
trustee of Chautauqua In-
stitution from 1975 to 1983. 
Kay was a graduate of Wells 
College and held a master’s 
degree in library science 
from Case Western Reserve 
University. She worked for 

the Rockefeller Institute for 
Medical Research in New 
York and volunteered for 
many years at the library 
of the Cleveland Muse-
um of Natural History. She 
also served on the board of 
trustees of Wells College.

The Richard W. and Dorothy 
B. Comfort Religious Initia-
tives Fund provides support 
for the Interfaith Lecture by 
Ken Chitwood at 2 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy. 

Richard “Dick” and Dor-
othy “Dottie” Comfort were 
longtime residents of Co-

lumbus, Ohio. Dick served 
in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II and later 
worked for Chase Manhat-
tan Bank, the Borden Com-
pany and Successful Living 
Christian Books. He was a 
graduate of Williams Col-
lege. Dottie was a graduate 

of Smith College and later 
Columbus School of Nurs-
ing. She worked as a float 
nurse in Columbus and 
actively volunteered for 
several organizations, in-
cluding the Junior League 
of Columbus, Buckeye Boys 
Ranch, and Nationwide 

Children’s Hospital. Dick 
and Dottie were married 
for 69 years and were ac-
tive in St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Columbus and 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Delray, Florida. Dick and 
Dottie died in 2016 and 
2019, respectively.

The Robert Jacobs Memo-
rial Lectureship Fund sup-
ports the lecture by Paul 
Siefken at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater.

The Robert Jacobs Me-
morial Lectureship Fund 
was established in 2004 as 
an endowment fund by H. 
Louise Tice Jacobs of Hins-
dale, Illinois. Although Lou-
ise passed away in February 

2008, her tribute to her de-
ceased husband Bob contin-
ues to give back to Chautau-
qua Institution, which they 
so adored over the years.   

Louise was born and 
reared on the family farm in 
central Illinois; Bob in Pitts-
burgh. Both were in the first 
generation of their families 
to graduate from college: he 
from the University of Pitts-

burgh and she from the Uni-
versity of Illinois. They met 
toward the end of World War 
II. Louise was a Red Cross 
social worker and Bob an 
Army-Air Force pilot. They 
decided to marry almost 
immediately, as Bob was 
scheduled to be sent over-
seas and they didn’t want 
to lose touch. The marriage, 
which took place at the fam-

ily farm, lasted 59 years.  
Bob worked in busi-

ness and became the CFO 
of a Fortune 500 company. 
Louise was particularly ac-
tive in the Union Church of 
Hinsdale. Chautauqua was 
their treasured time togeth-
er.  All three children, their 
spouses, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren have 
become Chautauquans.

On X: @chqdaily chqdaily.com
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T H E A T E R

‘Imaginative empathy,’ 
long key of Hamill’s 
work, at heart of 
CTC’s empowering 
world premiere

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Artists Kate Hamill, as Artemisia Gentileschi, and Wynn Harmon, as Orazio Gentileschi, perform 
during a dress rehearsal of Hamill’s The Light and The Dark (the life and times of Artemisia Gentileschi) in Bratton Theater.

ERIC GRODE
GUEST CRITIC

N early 95 percent of 
Artemisia Gentiles-
chi’s paintings fore-

ground women — and not 
the recessive, male-gaze-
courting figures common 
from so many of her peers’ 
work. “My women snarl from 
the canvas!” Gentileschi says 
near the end of The Light 
and The Dark, Kate Hamill’s 
empowering new stage bi-
ography, which had its world 
premiere last week in Brat-
ton Theater. 

This desire to take up 
space on one’s own terms, 
to be heard, fuels both the 
play’s pioneering protago-
nist and Hamill’s own stir-
ring if at times curiously glib 
efforts. When the fourth-
wall-breaking Gentileschi 
(played by Hamill) alludes 
to herself, it is often in trip-
licate: “I, I, I.” The phrasing 
demands your attention. 

Twice in The Light and 
The Dark, however, Gen-
tileschi finds herself ut-
terly at a loss in front of a 
blank canvas. The first time 
comes when a 17-year-old 
Artemisia sees a nude fe-
male model (one of sev-
eral characters played by 
the protean Joey Parsons) 
for the first time. The sec-
ond, more protracted time 
comes after a nightmarish, 
scarring (literally as well as 
figuratively) series of injus-
tices and worse. 

In each case, we know 
this paralysis will pass; oth-
erwise, Gentileschi would 
never become the prolific 
artist who warrants her own 
staged life story 400 years 
later. And in each case, the 
impetus comes from a soli-
darity with the women both 
on the canvas and posing in 
front of her. (The same art-
ist’s model spurs her for-
ward both times, a device 
that makes more sense as 
a dramatic conceit than as 
an actual occurrence.) “To 
paint the subject, you must 
become the subject,” Gen-
tileschi says of her first ma-
jor work, 1610’s “Susanna 
and the Elders.” “To depict 
Susanna, you must feel as 
she does. Feel her own ter-
ror in your muscles, her own 
breath in your chest.” 

That imaginative em-
pathy has long been as-
sociated with Hamill the 
playwright, whose spright-
ly adaptations of beloved 
novels like Sense and Sen-
sibility and Little Women 
have helped make her one 
of the country’s most pro-
duced playwrights. She has 
a gift for condensing thick-
ets of verbiage into crisp, 
digestible packages, and 
this pithiness occasionally 
does her a disservice in The 
Light and The Dark, partic-
ularly in the first act. 

This is when Artemisia’s 
father, Orazio Gentiles-

chi (Wynn Harmon), cuts 
a faintly ludicrous figure, 
bellowing “Misia, what have 
you done!” at the sight of 
her nude self-portrait like 
an exasperated sitcom dad. 
More damagingly, it’s also 
when we also meet Agos-
tino Tassi (Matthew Saldí-
var), a fellow painter who 
travels in Orazio’s circle. 

Hamill, Saldívar and di-
rector Jade King Carroll, 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany’s Producing Artistic 
Director initially depict 
Tassi as the sort of caddish, 
mansplaining ne’er-do-well 
out of a Matthew McCo-
naughey rom-com. Any-
one unfamiliar with Gen-
tileschi’s biography could 
plausibly interpret the two 
young painters’ initial in-
teractions as a series of oil-
and-water squabbles, not 
the prelude to a brutal rape 
that brings the play’s Act I 
to a crushing halt. 

That leaves another 40 
years of Gentileschi’s life 
to cram into the remaining 
hour, and Hamill and Car-
roll devote much of that 
time to the subsequent 
rape trial, complete with 
an 11th-hour surprise wit-
ness and a grim description 
of the thumbscrew torture 
that Gentileschi endured 
on the witness stand. As a 
result, her post-trial dor-
mancy gets short shrift, 
as does the subsequent 
creative explosion that ce-
mented her reputation. 

That explosion kicked off 
with her depiction of Judith 
beheading the Assyrian 
general Holofernes. Hamill 
earlier showed a 7-year-
old Gentileschi as she was 
exposed to Caravaggio’s 
then-shocking treatment 
of the same Biblical story, 
which is among the dozens 
and dozens of images in S 
Katy Tucker’s borderline 
frenzied projection design. 
Caravaggio has turned his 
porcelain-skinned Judith 
into an almost reluctant as-
sassin; in Gentileschi’s ver-
sion, the creases in Judith’s 
wrists are visible as she 
forces the sword through 
Holofernes’ neck. 

A scandalized member 
of the Medici family rele-
gated Gentileschi’s “Judith 
Slaying Holofernes” to a 
dusty corner of the Uffizi, 
where it languished until 
the 1990s. It now faces — 
and arguably shows up — a 
handful of Caravaggios in 
one of the gallery’s main 
rooms. That is what “Mis-
ia” has done, and The Light 
and The Dark offers a brac-
ing sense of how and, more 
importantly, why. 

Eric Grode is the director 
of the Goldring Arts, Style 
and Culture Journalism Pro-
gram at Syracuse Universi-
ty’s S.I. Newhouse School of 
Public Communications.

REVIEW

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Above middle left, Hamill and Guest Artist Joey Parsons, as Mother 
Superior, perform during a dress rehearsal of The Light and The 
Dark, which had its world premiere last week in Chatuauqua Theater 
Company’s production of the work. Above middle right, Hamill 
and guest artist Matthew Saldívar, as Agostino Tassi. Above, from 
left, Saldívar; Carlo Albán, as Judge; and Wynn Harmon perform 
a courtroom scene of The Light and The Dark (the life and times of 
Artemisia Gentileschi). The Light and The Dark, which had a sold-out 
staged reading with CTC last summer, moves to off-Broadway this 
winter with a production at Primary Stages.
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P R O G R A M

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30	 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Kate Mayberry. Corner of Massey 
& Hawthorne

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Dhara Kowal (Zen Buddhism 
Meditation.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00	 (9–10) Morning Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

9:00	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“Choral Music in America.” 
Damien Sneed, vocalist, pianist, 
educator, Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra. (Registration required. 
$49. Visit tickets.chq.org.) 
McKnight Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 
Rev. Otis Moss, III, senior 
pastor, Trinity United Church 
of Christ, Chicago, Illinois. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Maimonides—
The Guide for the Perplexed.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:00	 (10-2) Art Exhibit. (Programmed 
by the Quaker House.) “Inside 
Outside Art: Creation from Within: 
Art and the Healing Power of 
Creating a New Way to Be in the 
World.” Quaker House, 28 Ames

6:15	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Dhara Kowal (Zen Buddhism 
Meditation.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“The Ellington Saxophone 
Section.” Ted Nash, composer, 
saxophonist, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) McKnight Hall

9:00	 (9-5)  Buffalo Bound: Art, History 
& Camaraderie. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Buy 
tickets on CWC website. Meet at 
Main Gate

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 
Rev. Otis Moss, III, senior 
pastor, Trinity United Church 
of Christ, Chicago, Illinois. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

Th
THURSDAY
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10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Paul Siefken, president and 
CEO, Fred Rogers Productions. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:30	 (11:30–1:30) Ask the Staff Tent 
Time. Bestor Plaza

11:30	 (11:30–2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:00	 Play CHQ. Play Back in Time. 
Butterfly Garden

12:15	 CTC Theater Chat. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
Sneak Peak to 2025. Smith Wilkes 
Hall

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Seminar (Practice and 
Discussion.) Leader: Dhara 
Kowal (Zen Buddhism Meditation.) 
Hall of Missions

12:30	 Lunch & Learn: Quaker 
Perspectives on Theme of the 
Week. (Programmed by Quaker 
House.) Beverly Ward, field 
secretary, Earthcare, Southeastern 
Yearly Meeting; friend of the week 
(chaplain). Quaker House, 28 Ames

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Master Series Roundtable. 
Robert Levy, chairman, CATO 
Institute, Jeffrey Rosen, president 
and CEO, National Constitution 
Center; professor of law, George 
Washington University Law School; 
contributing editor, The Atlantic. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) Norton Hall

12:45	 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“The Ethics of Dying.” The Rev. 
Richard Augustyn, manager 
of pastoral care and volunteer 
services, Buffalo General Medical 
Center and Gates Vascular 
Institute, Buffalo, New York. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Play CHQ Premium. Tie Dye. Fee. 
Bestor Plaza

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports 
Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:30	 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage Tours. 
Free. Tickets required. Miller Cottage 

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. Ken 
Chitwood, president, Religion News 
Association; editor, ReligionLink. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 (2:30-5) CVA Open Studios and 
Resident Group Exhibition. Arts 
Quad

2:30	 (2:30-3:30) Pickleball Clinic. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

2:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents The Light and 
The Dark by Kate Hamill. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

3:30	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Nicole Cuffy, 
author, Dances: A Novel. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Baptist House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. “All 
Rise and Song.” Seton Hawkins, 
curator, Swing University program, 
Jazz at Lincoln Center, Todd Stoll, 
jazz trumpeter and vice president 
of education, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra.. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) McKnight Hall

4:00	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Dedicated 
to discussion of preceding AAHH 
lecture. African American Heritage 
House, 40 Scott

4:00	 Play CHQ. Make your own Wind 
Socks. Timothy’s Playground

4:15	 Twan’s Thursday Bird Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Twan 
Leenders, ecological restoration 
manager, Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy. Pier Building

4:45	 The Annual Kazoo Chorale. Smith 
Memorial Library Front Porch

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in before 
you play. Tennis Center

5:30	 Alzheimer’s Disease and Other 
Dementias: Caregiver Support Group. 
Turner Community Center Room 105

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 23

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Panel Conversation: Wynton 
Marsalis, managing and artistic 
director, Jazz at Lincoln Center; 
world-renowned trumpeter and 
composer, Kate Hamill, actor 
and playwright, The Light and 
The Dark, The Rev. Otis Moss 
III, senior pastor, Trinity United 
Church of Christ, Chicago, Illinois. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–8) Food Tents and Trucks at 
Bestor Plaza. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Jumu’ah Prayer Service 
will follow. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Betsy’s Garden Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) “Seed 
Collecting and Saving.” Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of garden 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Children’s School 
North Side

12:30	 Lunch and Learn: Discussion of 
Inside Outside Art: Creation from 
Within: Art and the Healing Power 
of Creating a New Way to Be in 
the World. (Programmed by the 
Quaker House.) Quaker House, 28 
Ames

12:45	 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“Eucharist–Noun or Verb?” The 
Rev. Ed Palumnos, retired priest, 
Diocese of Rochester, New York. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.) African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Kerry Alys Robinson, president 
and CEO, Catholic Charities 
U.S.A. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

2:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents The Light and 
The Dark by Kate Hamill. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) U.U. 
House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“The Genius of Duke Ellington.” 
Seton Hawkins, curator, Swing 
University program, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center, Todd Stoll, jazz trumpeter 
and vice president of education, 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra.. 
(Registration required. $49. Visit 
tickets.chq.org.) McKnight Hall

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Sabbath.” Rabbi 
Aaron Meyer, Cantor Kalix 
Jacobson, Temple Emmanuel, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your 
own beverage, salad or dessert 
to share. If rain, service at Smith 
Wilkes Hall and no Shabbat’zza. 
Miller Park

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:30	 Athenaeum Hotel Chef Tasting 
Series. “Gastropub Night.”  
Brian Barcus, corporate chef, 
Sysco Foods. (For menus and 
reservations go to chefseries.
chq.org or call 716-357-4444.) 
Athenaeum Hotel

7:30	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra with 
Wynton Marsalis: Duke Ellington 
at 125. Amphitheater

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Making her Chautauqua debut, jazz saxophonist Alexa Tarantino performs Wednesday in the Amphitheater with her quartet.

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Bassist Philip Norris and drummer Domo Branch perform with the 
Alexa Tarantino Quartet.

6:15	 Live Music featuring Sarah James 
and Bill Ward. (Programmed by 
Athenaeum Hotel.) 3Taps at the 
Pier Building

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ House

7:15	 Pre-Concert Conversation. “How 
an Idea Becomes a Documentary.” 
Sylvia Bugg, chief programming 
executive, general manager of 
general audience programming, PBS. 
Smith Wilkes Hall.

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents The Light and 
The Dark by Kate Hamill. (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one hour 
before curtain at Bratton kiosk.) 
Bratton Theater

8:15	 JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER 
ORCHESTRA WITH MUSIC 
SCHOOL FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA 
AND BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC 
CHORUS. “Wynton Marsalis’ 
All Rise.” Timothy Muffitt, 
conductor. Amphitheater
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