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W ynton Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra will take the stage one 
more time this week at 8:15 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater for a final perfor-
mance as part of the Week Nine theme 
“Rising Together: Our Century of Cre-

ativity and Collaboration with Wynton Marsalis and the Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra.”

While the JLCO took the Amp stage Wednesday and Thurs-
day evenings alongside the Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus and 
the Music School Festival Orchestra, under the baton of artis-
tic director of the School of Music and conductor of the MSFO 
Timothy Muffitt to perform Marsalis’ composition “All Rise,” 
tonight’s performance is a celebration of prolific jazz legend 
Duke Ellington.

For Deborah Sunya Moore, tonight’s concert is a celebra-
tion of jazz and creativity as well as a way to commemorate 
the sesquicentennial season of the Institution in collabora-
tion with Marsalis.

Marsalis, JLCO 
to perform ‘Duke 
Ellington at 125’ 
celebrating jazz legend

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

At 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater, 
three beloved and well-
known figures at Chau-
tauqua — Wynton Mar-
salis, Kate Hamill and 
the Rev. Otis Moss III 
— will take the stage to-
gether for the final lec-
ture in the 2024 Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series.

The lecture concludes 
the Week Nine theme of 
“Rising Together: Our 
Century of Creativity 
and Collaboration with 
Wynton Marsalis and 
the Jazz at Lincoln Cen-
ter Orchestra.”

On Monday, Marsa-
lis delivered the open-
ing morning lecture of 
the week, followed by 
two evening entertain-
ment performances of 
his composition “All 
Rise” in collaboration 
with the JLCO, Buffalo 
Philharmonic Chorus 
and the Music Festival 
Symphony Orchestra on Wednesday 
and Thursday evening — all part of an 
ongoing documentary project by PBS, 
titled “Chautauqua At 150: Wynton 
Marsalis’ All Rise,” produced by Black 
Robin Media and executive producer 
Lynne Robinson.

Marsalis is an internationally-ac-
claimed composer, musician and music 
educator. In 1987, he co-founded Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra, which 
has since grown to present expansive, 
diverse programming across media. 

Hamill returned to the Institution 
this summer after her adaptation of 
Pride and Prejudice graced the stage 
last season as the opening Chautau-
qua Theater Company mainstage pro-
duction of 2023. This season, her play 
The Light and The Dark had its world 
premiere in Bratton Theater. She’s 
one of the most prolific contempo-
rary playwrights and in 2017, The Wall 
Street Journal named her Playwright 
of the Year. 

“She is deeply passionate about cre-
ating new feminist, female-centered 
classics, both in new plays and in ad-
aptation — stories that center around 
complicated women,” according to her 
website biography.

CHQ favorites 
Marsalis, Hamill, 
Moss to take stage 
for conversation in 
final Amp lecture

See ELLINGTON, Page 4

See LECTURE, Page 4

Robinson to close ILS with discussion on faith, philanthropy

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.
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Kerry Alys Robinson be-
lieves that the most inspir-
ing, effective and impactful 
examples of philanthropy 
and development share 
commonalities — “and this 
is the especially true in the 
context of religious philan-
thropy and faith-based min-
istries,” she wrote in Imagin-
ing Abundance: Fundraising, 
Philanthropy, and A Spiritu-
al Call to Service.

Robinson, president and 
CEO of Catholic Charities 
USA, will close the 2024 In-

terfaith Lecture Series and 
its Week Nine theme of “All 
Rise: Save Us and Look Be-
yond,” when she speaks at 
2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy, discussing her 
work in faith-based philan-
thropic organizations.

Robinson was the found-
ing executive director of 
Leadership Roundtable; she 
now serves on its board of 
trustees. Leadership Round-
table is dedicated to promot-
ing excellence and best prac-
tices in the management, 

finances, and human 
resource develop-
ment of the Catholic 
Church by harness-
ing the managerial 
expertise and finan-
cial acumen of senior 
level lay executives. 
She’s also served as 
the executive direc-
tor of the Opus Prize Foun-
dation — an organization 
responsible for an annual, 
international million-dol-
lar prize honoring people of 
faith whose lives are dedicat-

ed to the alleviation 
of human suffering. 

Fundraising, de-
velopment, philan-
thropy — like faith — 
can change lives: “the 
more seriously we 
live out our faith,” she 
wrote, “the clearer 
the call to be gener-

ous and to live lives that in-
spire generosity. No one is ex-
cused from the responsibility 
and invitation to be generous 
and other-centered.”

“Philanthropy and devel-

opment, when done faithful-
ly and well, invite people into 
a relationship of common 
purpose, fulfill a noble pur-
pose, point to meaning and 
transcendence, offer hope, 
and contribute to the lives of 
others, often those in great 
need,” Robinson wrote in 
Imagining Abundance. “Both 
demand a radical generosity 
of spirit, time, effort, mon-
ey, faith, tenacity, and con-
viction. One is not possible 
without the other. Both re-
quire a relinquishing of self, 

a disposition of humility be-
fore the great potential at 
hand, and the shared goal of 
blessing other people’s lives.”

A member of the Raskob 
Foundation for Catholic Ac-
tivities and of Foundations 
and Donors Interested in 
Catholic Activities, over the 
course of her career Robin-
son has been an adviser to 
and trustee of more than 25 
grant-making foundations, 
charitable nonprofits, and 
family philanthropies.

See ROBINSON, Page 4
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

Native Plant Sale to 
benefit Chautauqua 
Watershed Conservancy

Saturday, 
August 24 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Chautauqua Marina  104 West 
Lake Road, Mayville N. Y.
5 Local Native Garden Shops will 
have native plants for sale.

Fundraising event for 
Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy, hosted 
by Chautauqua Marina

BULLETIN 
BOARD

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at or around Chautauqua but are not one of the 

Institution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing 

in the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings for 

$10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is in-
tended to provide space for announcements from Insti-
tution-related organizations. If a meeting or activity is 
featured that day in a story, it should not be repeated in 
the Briefly column. Submit information to Maia Caleca 
in the Daily’s editorial office. Please provide the name 
of the organization, time and place of meeting and one 
contact person’s name with a phone number. Deadline is 
5 p.m. four days before publication. 

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Join us for informal critiques of one page of prose or poet-
ry at 1:15 p.m. today in the Garden Room on the first floor 
of the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. This event is 
facilitated by a published author. Bring 10 copies.

Stop the Bleed Course
There will be a free Stop the Bleed course and a 
Hands-Only CPR class at 3:30 p.m. today in the Chautau-
qua Firehouse classroom. Walk-ins welcomed. For addi-
tional information, call 941-716-1729. 

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Join us for our beginners-friendly Mah Jongg from 1 to 3 
p.m. today at the CWC House. 

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library basement book sale is ongo-
ing. Support the library for $1/book or $6/bag; rare and 
unique books are priced as marked. Book donations are 
now being accepted anytime the library is open. 

Friends of the Chautauqua Theater news 
Join us for the annual end-of-season play reading by the 
Bob McClure CHQ Play Readers at 10 a.m. Saturday in 
Smith Wilkes Hall. Come see the Bob McClure CHQ Play 
Readers perform highlights from their 2023-24 season. 
Admission is free; donations support the Roe Green The-
ater Center.

T H E  R O A R I N G  T W E N T I E S

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above left, Athenaeum Hotel Executive Chef Carrie Gifford prepares the main 
course of cranberry orange duck for Week Nine’s Chef Tasting Series. Gifford’s meal 
presented modern takes on popular Prohibition-era food Tuesday in the Athenaeum 
Hotel’s Heirloom Restaurant. Above right, a server holds a plate of one of the 
evening’s canapes; specifically, Melba toast with chicken liver pate, caramelized grapes, 
crispy chicken skin, and micro carrot top. At left, an ambrosia salad sits on a counter in 
the kitchen, created by Gifford.

Dishing out the 
traditional in a fresh way

SEAN SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above, Tabouli Street-Eatz co-owner Abdelrazzaq Haswah stands 
in front of his food truck Wednesday on Bestor Plaza. At top 
right, Esther Vilenkin and her family, hosts of the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House at Chautauqua, serve patrons at the Kosher Food 
Tent Wednesday. At bottom right, Dave and Rong Yager and their 
daughters Eliza, Emily and Ella stand in front of their Yakisoba’s 
Noodles & Teriyaki food truck.

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

In recent years, Bestor Plaza 
has played host to an annual 
food festival in Week Nine. 
While the festival went on 
pause this year, the food cer-
tainly didn’t. 

All summer long, three 
food trucks and tents have 
been fixtures along Pratt, 
keeping Chautauquans filled 
with good food and good en-
ergy over the course of the 
nine-week season.

Tabouli Street-Eatz, Ya-
kisoba’s, and Chabad’s Kosher 
Food Tent have been dietary 
staples of anyone craving 
variety and convenience, 
on top of the several other 
food and beverage options 
on the grounds. All are fam-
ily-owned businesses, and all 
bring something a little dif-
ferent to Chautauqua’s table.

Tabouli Street-Eatz
The owners of Warren, 
Pennsylvania-based Tabouli 
Street Eatz, Samantha Free 
and her husband Abdelraz-
zaq Haswah, first met in 
a heavy metal online chat 
room. The chance meeting, 
years later, has led to a trav-
eling family enterprise. 

They started their restau-
rant careers in Florida, but 

quickly became homesick for 
the New York area, Free said. 
At first, the couple ran their 
own diner, switched locations 
a couple of times, and finally 
found a location they loved. 
But, they ultimately decided 
to go with a food truck since 
“with a brick and mortar, you 
need more staff, more inven-
tory, and more prep work,” 
Free said.

Free and Haswah appreci-
ate Chautauqua’s safe nature; 
their children, Salma and 
Adam, build skills by assisting 
with the truck — running the 
window, stocking silverware 
and napkins — and Adam even 
wants to open his very own 
food truck one day. When 
they’re not lending a hand, 
they create their own fun at 
the beach or in the library. 
Next year, Free said she’s 
signing them up for Chautau-
qua’s youth programs.

“They just seem really 
happy here,” Free said. 

Tabouli Street Eatz offers 
an array of Middle Eastern 
fare, from shawarma to baba 
ganoush, for Chautauquans 
making their way from one 
program to the next — Free 
and her family among them.

“We get to go to a lot of 
really fun events. This year 
specifically, we got to do a lot 

up here in Chautauqua Insti-
tution — great concerts and 
seminars,” Free said. “The 
people here seem to real-
ly appreciate different food 
than burgers and Buffalo 
chicken salads; they want to 
taste something different.”

Kosher Food Tent
Esther Vilenkin and her fami-
ly, hosts of the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House at Chautauqua, 
run the Kosher Food Tent; 
she said they often hear from 
customers how much they 
love the tent’s menu — bagels 
with lox, blintzes, knishes, 
and more. Vilenkin described 
the food as nostalgic, and the 
twice-a-summer Commu-
nity Kosher BBQs in Miller 
Park bring in large crowds 
for everything from carni-
val games to Klezmer music. 
The Vilenkins started pop-up 
tents on the plaza a few years 
ago, and this summer they’ve 
been set up on Pratt nearly 
every weekday. The tent fea-
tures foods that abide by the 
Jewish dietary restrictions 
of Kashrut; over the course 
of the family’s 24 seasons on 
the grounds, they’ve become 
a trusted source for Chau-
tauquans keeping kosher. On 

top of the Kosher Food Tent 
and daily programming at the 
ZCJH, Vilenkin also hosts a 
Challah bake every Friday for 
anyone who wants to learn 
about the symbolic impor-
tance of the Jewish staple.

Building up the Kosher 
Food Tent over the years and 
making even more connec-
tions in the community has 
led many customers to at-
tending programs at ZCJH as 
a result, she said.

Yakisoba’s Noodles  
and Teriyaki
Like the Vilenkins, Dave and 
Rong Yager, proprietors of 
Yakisoba’s Noodles and Teri-
yaki, have also found commu-
nity connections to be a huge, 
invaluable aspect of Chautau-
qua. Now in their 10th year 
serving food on the grounds, 
the Yagers love what they do, 
and their three kids — Eli-
za, Emily and Ella — see this 
place as something of a won-
derland, Rong said.

“My husband and I have 
enjoyed so many new friends 
coming back to talk with us 
each year,” she said. “This is 
the place where we are not 
only doing business but also 
educating ourselves, learning 

new things, and chatting with 
old friends.”

Having owned restau-
rants before, both Rong and 
Dave figured out early on that 
Chautauqua is “the place we 
want to be.” They aim to be 
“conscientious to the needs 
of the people” and so they try 
different menu items to see 
what works. 

Always keeping their eye 
out for new opportunities de-
spite their already demand-
ing schedule, Dave Yager is 
already thinking about add-
ing menu items next year, like 
crepes to bolster breakfast 

food options on the grounds. 
Fresh-baked cookies come 
courtesy of Dave; homemade 
chili crisp from Rong. Be-
tween food prep, set up, and 
business hours, the Yagers 
are going from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
most days in the summer.

“These are the most in-
tense nine weeks — but it’s 
worth it,” Dave Yager said. 

As their girls grow up here, 
Rong sees Chautauqua as part 
of their future, and the future 
of the family.

“May all of these traditions 
continue on, knowing and 
sharing the best values of our 
lives,” Rong Yager said.

Food trucks, tents on Bestor Plaza keep 
Chautauquans fed all summer long
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N eighbor, O neighbor, it is time for us to learn to walk in 
the dark. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? Who shall we fear?

“There is something about our notion of light and dark 
that is wrong. In this culture, light equals goodness and dark 
equals evil. It carries a moral claim that our racial mythology 
obscures, and is erroneous,” said the Rev. Otis Moss III. 

Moss preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning worship 
service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was “Learning 
to Walk in the Dark,” and the scripture reading was Psalm 27.

People think light is a color, Moss told the congregation 
— but light, he said, “is a collection of waves that our eyes 
perceive as color, like the sun being yellow or the sky blue. 
Daylight is solely an amalgamation of these waves.”

He continued, “To make the claim that light equals good 
and dark equals evil, that the absence of light is bad, means 
that God is limited. But God is not diminished; the sovereign-
ty of God occupies light and dark. God is sovereign over the 
light and the dark. The Lord is my light and my salvation.”

Moss is an admirer of the Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor, 
who has been a chaplain and speaker at Chautauqua 
many times. She wrote the book Learning to Walk in the 
Dark. She calls the belief that God only inhabits the light 
“solar theology.”

Solar theology preaches that every prayer should always 
end with a sunny answer, that God always shows up to heal 
— and if we are faithful enough, all will be well.

“This theology ignores the Blues, it ignores Calvary. It can’t 
handle the fullness of humanity, it can’t handle pain and trag-
edy. It can’t produce art, because art needs conflict, because 
it is part of the human experience,” said Moss. “The Lord is 
my light and my salvation.”

But it is a tragedy if theology has too much light. God is in 
our darkest moments, Moss said. Whether I make my bed in 
heaven or in hell, God is present. All the light is in the dark.

“Everything is still there, we just can’t see it,” he said. 
“Our eyes can’t see these forms at night. Nocturnal animals 
have a wider spectrum so they can see what we can’t see in 
the night.”

And just because we can’t see it, doesn’t mean it is not 
there. Moss’ father used to tell him to turn off the light in his 
room; everything that was there before was still there.

“Our eyes only see what is called visible light, but light 
is present both day and night. But at night, we have to walk 
in a different cadence,” Moss said. “We can’t run. We have 
to use different senses, we have to feel, smell, and we can’t 
move as fast.”

This nation needs a dimming switch to witness the fullness 
of what God expects us to experience. “When someone pass-
es, there is sickness and dysfunction, we walk not by sight but 
by faith,” Moss said. “Theologian James Cone said ‘Faith and 
risk are the same thing, and when we walk by faith we walk by 
risk.’ That is how we learn to walk in the dark. “

Moss believes that this nation has seen the sun go down, 
but God is still present. The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear?

One translation of the word in Hebrew for “light” is 
“serenity.” 

“The Lord is my serenity and my salvation, whom shall I 
fear? When we don’t know what will happen, when we are 
overwhelmed, the Lord is our serenity,” Moss said.

He told the congregation, “I refuse to give the night over to 
our enemies, because God is the God of day and night. God 
does his best work at night.”

Moss then gave the congregation a summation of things 
that happened at night. 

God created the light out of the darkness of night. God 
took Abraham out at night to see the number of stars to 
show him how many descendants he would have. Jacob had 
a dream at night and wrestled with an angel at night. Joseph 
had dreams at night. Israel left Egypt at night, went through 
the Red Sea at night and there was a fiery pillar to guide them 
at night. Joshua walked around Jericho night and day. David 
wrote Psalm 51 at night. Ezekiel saw the wheel and the valley 
of the dry bones at night. 

Jesus was born at night and it became night when he was 
crucified. The women went to the tomb early in the morning 
— that is, at night.

Harriet Tubman freed 300 people from enslavement at 
night. Frederick Douglass wrote about freedom at night. 
Nat Turner began his rebellion at night. The Emancipation 
Proclamation went into effect at night. The 13th Amendment 
was written at night. The NAACP was formed at night. Marcus 
Garvey began his crusade at night. Trade unionist A. Philip 
Randolph organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 
at night. Historic Black Colleges and Universities were formed 
at night. Raphael Warnock learned he was elected at night.

“And we will learn that Donald Trump was defeated and 
Kamala Harris is president at night,” Moss said. “God does the 
best work at night.”

Moss and his wife Monica went to Ethiopia in 2017 and 
visited the town of Lalibela, a holy space with 12 rock-hewn 
churches that can only be seen from the sky. To get into the 
sanctuary of one church, worshippers need to walk for 4 min-
utes and 36 seconds in the dark to get to the light.

The guide, named Teddy, “had the group line up and hold 
on to the person in front of them. He told the group, ‘Listen to 
my voice and hold on to the person in front of you.’ You have 
to keep moving to get to the light.”

The group lined up by height, and that meant Moss was at 
the very end. “I could not see a thing, but one by one, as the 
group got to the sanctuary, they said ‘I see the light,’ ” he said. 
“I was still about third from the last when I finally saw some 
light and when I saw the first bit, I said, ‘I see the light.’ ”

He told the congregation, “We can’t walk by ourselves. We 
need to hold on to people who have been through the dark 
and have seen the light, who know there is joy in the morning. 
We have to walk, rest, praise and step into the dark. We have 
to learn to walk, to move, to keep walking.” 

Then Moss walked across the stage. “We walk by faith and 
not by sight because eventually we will see the light.”

Again this week, the congregation stood and applauded.
Melissa Spas, vice president for religion at Chautauqua, 

presided. The Rev. Rachel Stuart, senior pastor of Hurlbut Me-
morial Community United Methodist Church, read the scrip-
ture. The prelude, played by Owen Reyda, 2024 organ scholar, 
on the Massey Memorial Organ, was “Rhosymedre,” by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams. For the anthem, the Motet Choir sang, “O 
for a closer walk,” music by C. V. Stanford and text by William 
Cowper. The choir was under the direction of Joshua Stafford, 
director of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist and accompanied by Reyda on the Massey Organ. 
For the postlude, Stafford played “Alla Marcia,” by John Ireland. 
Support for this week’s chaplaincy and services is provided by 
the Gladys R. Brasted and the Adair Brasted Gould Memorial 
Chaplaincy and the Daney-Holden Chaplaincy fund.

 We walk by faith with others to find the light, preaches Moss

Hamill’s ‘The Light and The Dark’ closes world-premiere CTC run
ADEN GRAVES
STAFF WRITER

In August 2022 during her 
honeymoon, award-winning 
playwright and actor Kate 
Hamill came face-to-face 
with the paintings of revo-
lutionary Baroque artist Ar-
temisia Gentileschi in the 
Uffizi Gallery in Florence.

Captivated by Gentileschi’s 
work, Hamill was drawn to 
the artist’s way of portraying 
women, often from Biblical 
texts and stories, as forc-
es of strength and resilience 
through her artistry. Fueled 
by the life and creativity of 
the 17th century’s most suc-
cessful female painter, Hamill 
put pen to paper and wrote 
her newest play, The Light and 
The Dark (the life and times of  
Artemisia Gentileschi).

The play had its Chautau-
qua Theater Company debut 
last summer, with a sold-out 
audience in attendance for 
its first public reading. Last 
December, Chautauqua pro-
duced a private reading and 
workshop in New York City 
in partnership with the Eu-
gene O’Neill Theater Center. 
Now, as a finishing com-
mission directed by CTC 
Producing Artistic Direc-
tor Jade King Carroll, it will 
journey to Primary Stages 
in the winter, featuring the 
same cast and design team 
of Chautauqua’s production.

With a performance at 
2:30 p.m. today in Bratton 
Theater, The Light and The 
Dark wraps its Chautauqua 
run, and the curtain will of-
ficially close on the summer 
season for CTC.

Last season, CTC pro-
duced Hamill’s Pride and 
Prejudice under Carroll’s 
direction, and while collab-
orating on the play, Hamill 
told Carroll she was writ-
ing a new script inspired by 
her Florence trip. She sent 
Carroll her new piece, and 
Carroll immediately gravi-
tated toward its storytelling  
and language.

“It’s such an incredible sto-

ry based on a real person, and 
I don’t think enough people 
know about (Artemisia’s) art, 
let alone her life,” Carroll said. 
“It’s very theatrical, and Kate 
is a brilliant writer.”

Shortly after reading the 
script, Carroll put a finish-
ing commission on the play 
and said she wanted to help 
Hamill develop it for a world 
premiere at CTC. From 
there, Carroll said she had 
full faith in the show and 
believed it would grow into 
a monumental piece of the-
ater at Chautauqua.

Known for writing con-
temporary stage adapta-
tions of novels like Jane 
Austen’s Sense and Sensi-
bility, Pride and Prejudice 
and Bram Stoker’s Dracula, 
Hamill was named “Play-
wright of the Year” in 2017 
by The Wall Street Journal 
and hailed as one of the 
most-produced playwrights 
in America every year from 
2017 to 2023 by American 
Theatre magazine.

A native of Lansing who 
holds a BFA in acting from 
Ithaca College, she grew up in 
a dairy farmhouse in “a town 
with more cows than people” 
and always had her nose bur-
ied in a book, she told Ameri-
can Theatre in 2017.

As a playwright, she often 
adds a modern twist to clas-
sic stories and focuses on 
female-centered narratives 
that explore social and gen-
der issues. As an actor, she 
sometimes stars as the dy-
namic characters she brings 
to life — and Artemisia Gen-
tileschi was one of those fig-
ures she wanted to embody.

Gentileschi became an 
artist in Rome when it was 
nearly impossible for wom-
en to do so. As Caravaggio’s 
only female follower, her 
work showcased techniques 
of color and naturalism, and 
she later joined the Acade-
my of the Arts of Drawing in 
Florence as the first wom-
an. Her artistic accomplish-
ments were soon overshad-

owed by the story of painter 
Agostino Tassi raping her in 
1612 and the painful trial that 
followed; The Light and The 
Dark delves into Gentileschi’s 
determination to overcome 
her trauma and rediscover 
her voice, and examines how 
her work continues to em-
power modern audiences.

During rehearsals for The 
Light and The Dark, Carroll 
said it was important to fol-
low the play, which captures 
Gentileschi’s difficult mo-
ments of enduring discrimi-
nation and violence, as close-
ly to the writing as possible 
— something she said she 
always strives to do when 
working with a playwright.

“My intended vision is 
really to always follow the 
playwright and what the 
play wants,” she said. “‘What 
is this? What is the style of 
the play that has been writ-
ten, and how do I underline 
and enhance that?’”

Diving deep into the world 
of 1600s Renaissance Rome, 
Carroll spent months re-
searching artwork, including 
Gentileschi’s paintings, with 
the creative team to better 
understand the storytelling 
and design elements.

Through the show’s cos-
tume designs, specifically 
the main character’s blue 
gown worn in Act One, Car-
roll said the team wanted to 
infuse elements of Gentiles-
chi’s paintings into the cloth-
ing to tie the piece together.

“You can see whispers 
of the people in her paint-
ings on some of the costume 
traces on stage throughout 
the play,” she said.

By researching the stu-
dios displayed in still life 
paintings, listening to music 
and studying books about 
the time period, Carroll was 
intrigued, making compari-
sons to modern studios and 
experimenting with color 
palettes and textures.

“There’s an anachronis-
tic angle to this play that is 
timeless,” she said. “There’s 

something timeless in the 
story and experience, and 
there’s something timeless 
in an artist studio.”

Perhaps the most reward-
ing aspect of developing this 
new story was witnessing 
Hamill shift between the 
roles of playwright and lead 
actor, Carroll said — some-
times even miming putting 
on different hats mid-con-
versation, moving from ac-
tor to playwright and back. 
Through both of those roles, 
she remained transparent 
about the conversation she 
wanted the play to have with 
audiences, while staying true 
to Gentileschi’s narrative.

For over a year, Carroll 
developed the play with Ha-
mill through the lens of a 
playwright. Now, through a 
newer, shorter journey, the 
two formed a unique ac-
tor-director relationship.

“I am ever-astounded by 
Kate’s brilliance and tenac-
ity,” Carroll said. 

As The Light and The Dark 
finishes its world premiere, 
Carroll said she hopes the 
play encourages audienc-
es to come together, fight 
for what they believe and to 

never give up.
“It’s a story of survival, per-

severance, artistic bravery, 
passion, talent, sheer willful-
ness and the importance of 
expression,” she said.

With a wrap on her second 
season at the helm of CTC, 
Carroll said she is grateful 
for the casts, creative teams, 
playwrights and audiences 
that formed a community 
and connected through art, 
and she is looking onward 
and upward from here.

“We’ve told important 
stories and uplifted some 
incredible playwrights all 
because of the bravery of 
the people, audiences, staff 
and artists in having those 
conversations,” she said. 
“That is what I’m looking 
forward to next year.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Artists Kate Hamill, center, Wynn Harmon, left, and Jason 
O’Connell perform during a dress rehearsal of The Light and The Dark (the life and times of Artemisia 
Gentileschi) on Aug. 9 in Bratton Theater. The Light and The Dark, and CTC’s 2024 season, closes with a 
performance at 2:30 p.m. today in Bratton.

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Otis Moss III opens his Week Nine sermon series Sunday 
in the Amphitheater. 
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ELLINGTON
FROM PAGE 1

Moss is chaplain-in-res-
idence for Week Nine at 
the Institution, preaching 
every morning in the Amp. 
Since 2008, he’s served as 
senior pastor of Trinity 
United Church of Christ in 
Chicago, preaching “theol-
ogy of liberation rooted in 
a Black Spirituality of love 
and justice,” according to 
Trinity’s website, and uses 
the scholarship of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Howard 
Thurman alongside Biblical 
texts, a bevy of religious 

traditions, Black culture 
and his own personal ex-
periences to offer a meth-
odology on “performing 
spiritual resistance by 
uniting two pillars of his 
ministry: love and justice.”
In the theme of “Ris-

ing Together,” the three 
Chautauquans will focus 
on themes of the week like 
diversity, unity, community 
and resilience. Through in-
terdisciplinary art and faith, 
they will engage in conver-
sation about these import-
ant, evolving ideas and how 
communities might move 
forward together.

LECTURE
FROM PAGE 1

“On Friday, that’s when we let 
down our hair and celebrate,” 
said Moore, the Institution’s 
chief program officer. 
Tonight’s performance, 

“Duke Ellington at 125,” is 
the last in the series of col-

laborations this week and 
is a commemoration of El-
lington’s 125th birthday. The 
concert will feature a se-
lection of Ellington’s work 
spanning his career as a 
musician. Marsalis and the 
JLCO have a long history of 
celebrating Ellington’s work 
and creative legacy. In an 
interview with Forbes, Mar-

salis spoke about the legacy 
of Ellington, deeming him 
“the highest level of what 
has come out of the United 
States of America.”
In a 1999 article for The 

New York Times, Marsalis 
wrote about the legacy of El-
lington in commemoration of 
Ellington’s 100th birthday. He 
described Ellington’s music 
as a “music that celebrates 
freedom of expression, free-
dom of choice. That’s why we 
love it. It wants us to love be-
ing ourselves and to revel in 
the majesty of life.”
“Duke’s artistic mantra 

was integrate, integrate, in-
tegrate,” Marsalis wrote. “He 
blended diverse cultural and 
musical ideas because he un-
derstood not only what the 
country was, but also what it 
could become.”

Marsalis posited in the 
article that while Ellington 
was making music for and 
about the people of his era, 
other composers were dis-

tancing themselves from the 
“vibrancy of 20th-centu-
ry life.” He said much other 
work from the time period 
is rather gloomy and he sug-
gested the “horrors of the 
modern age” may have been 
too much for them.

“This is not true of Duke 
Ellington, who learned 
an important lesson from 
the blues: the greatest 
joy is earned in the hard-
est times,” Marsalis wrote. 
“Duke knew that truly great 
art, for all its virtuosity and 
complexity, also had to be 
simple and direct.”
“He rose above a basic 

misunderstanding common 
to much of modern art: that 
abstraction is the only way 
to achieve an up-to-date 
statement. Duke’s art, like 
Picasso’s, teaches us that 
abstraction is only one way, 
not the way. Duke was more 
interested in your liking his 
music than in your under-
standing it.”

‘H O W  A N  I D E A  B E C O M E S  A  D O C U M E N TA R Y ’

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Christopher John Farley, senior director of arts programming and 
development at PBS, joins in a public conversation with Lynne 
Robinson, CEO and executive producer of Black Robin Media, 
Wednesday in Smith Wilkes Hall. The conversation, titled “How 
an Idea Becomes a Documentary” centered around the creation 
and execution of the PBS documentary being filmed this season, 
“Chautauqua at 150: Wynton Marsalis’ All Rise.”

Notably, she served as the 
director of development for 
Saint Thomas More Cath-
olic Chapel and Center at 
Yale University and led a 
successful $75 million fund-
raising drive to expand and 
endow the chapel’s intellec-
tual and spiritual ministry 
and to construct a Catholic 
student center, designed by 

Cesar Pelli, on Yale’s cam-
pus. This work wasn’t a job, 
Robinson wrote. It was a 
chance to live out her voca-
tion, and the success of the 
campaign wouldn’t just im-
pact Yale’s campus ministry, 
but Catholic campus minis-
try across the United States. 
This was what motivated 
her and her team — that the 
work would “extend hope to 
campus ministers, expand 
the programmatic imagi-
nation, highlight the possi-

bilities at hand, and present 
an irresistible and concrete 
example as a viable beacon.”
It’s a mistake, Robin-

son wrote, to assume that 
philanthropy is the “prove-
nance of the very wealthy. 
This lets the rest of us off 
the hook.”

“But a core tenet of faith 
is the call to live lives of 
authenticity, honesty, vul-
nerability, and generosi-
ty. Central to Christianity 
is the conviction that one 

finds life by giving it first 
away,” Robinson wrote 
in Imagining Abundance. 
“Generosity, other-cen-
teredness, mercy, compas-
sion, relinquishment: these 
are constitutive qualities of 
being Christlike. Everyone 
has something to give oth-
ers. We do a profound dis-
service to most of the world 
and to ourselves when we 
relegate philanthropy and 
giving only to the domain 
of the very wealthy.”

ROBINSON
FROM PAGE 1

On Instagram: @chqdaily

 » on the grounds

BABYSITTING, 
FAMILY SUPPORT 
SERVICES
The Youth and Family 
Programs Office 
coordinates a babysitting 
and family support list 
that provides information 
to help families connect 
with available babysitters, 
aides, pet sitters, and 
parent’s helpers during 
the Chautauqua summer 
season. The list is 
intended as a public 
service and does not 
rate or recommend 
any individual. During 
the season the list is 
updated on Fridays for the 
upcoming week.

Requests for a copy of 
the list can be made by 
emailing Alyssa Porter at 
aporter@chq.org.
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L E C T U R E

Siefken discusses Rogers’ legacy, impact on media landscape

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Paul Siefken, president and CEO of Fred Rogers Productions, speaks about the state of children’s media and Fred Rogers’ legacy during his lecture Thursday in the Amphitheater.

SARA TOTH
EDITOR

Thursday morning was, 
Paul Siefken said, “certain-
ly a beautiful day in this 
neighborhood.”

Siefken, president and CEO 
of Fred Rogers Productions 
— the same nonprofit pro-
duction company founded by 
Rogers himself more than 50 
years ago. Rogers, of course — 
a writer, composer, musician, 
actor, singer, puppeteer, ear-
ly childhood expert, Siefken 
rattled off — was the creator 
of “Mister Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood,” the PBS show that, for 
more than 30 years and 900 
episodes, “inspired young 
people to wonder about the 
world and assured them that 
they were valuable people by 
just being themselves.”

Siefken took the Amphi-
theater stage for his install-
ment of the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series theme “Ris-
ing Together: Our Century 
of Creativity and Collabo-
ration” to reflect on the en-
during legacy of Fred Rogers 
and the evolving role of chil-
dren’s educational media. 

“Fred essentially invent-
ed educational children’s 
television with a series that 
addressed core child devel-
opment principles through a 
visit with a kind neighbor in a 
sweater with puppet stories 
from the Neighborhood of 
Make Believe,” Siefken said. 
When he asked the audience 
how many had watched the 
show, nearly every hand in 
the Amp was raised, a testa-
ment to Rogers’ work.

“It’s remarkable, isn’t it,” 
Siefken said, “the power of 
what we see, through a child’s 
eyes, to stick with us. … It’s 
the power of childhood. It’s 
the same power that allows 
us to vividly remember ev-
ery lyric of our favorite songs 
from childhood, or envision 
the characters from our fa-
vorite books when we were 
children, or remember our 
favorite moments from our 
favorite movies. I think it’s 
why we remember our early 
childhood teachers so well.”

That power was some-
thing Rogers recognized, 
Siefken said, “when televi-
sion was becoming such a 
central part of families’ lives, 
and he saw that it wasn’t be-
ing used to its potential.”

Siefken emphasized that 
the impact of “Mister Rog-
ers’ Neighborhood” extends 
beyond mere nostalgia; it 
has become an integral part 
of the cultural fabric, shap-
ing the way people think 
about kindness, empathy, 
and the importance of being 
good neighbors.

That legacy is nurtured 
and furthered by Siefken 
and his team at Fred Rogers 
Productions; he highlighted 
the success of “Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood,” a modern 
continuation of Rogers’ orig-
inal show that premiered in 
2012. The animated series, 
set in the Neighborhood of 
Make Believe, has become 
a beloved part of PBS Kids’ 
lineup, teaching social and 
emotional skills to a new 
generation of children. 

Siefken underscored the 
philosophy that guides Fred 
Rogers Productions, empha-
sizing that their mission is 
deeply rooted in Rogers’ ap-
proach to children’s media.

“He knew that media 
could be put to better use to 
expand people’s worlds and 
share their experiences, to 
connect in a meaningful way 
with the audience,” Siefken 
said. “And there is no better, 
more committed, more hon-
est audience to create for 
than children. Throughout 
his career, Fred felt a moral 
obligation to use the power of 
children’s media responsibly.”

He quoted Rogers’ 1999 
Television Hall of Fame in-
duction speech, where Rog-
ers called on media profes-
sionals to cherish life and to 
use their platforms to en-
courage others in creative, 
imaginative ways.

“Despite Fred’s  exhor-
tation that night, the media 

world has too often chosen 
to demean life rather than 
cherish it,” Siefken said.

He discussed the variety 
of series produced by Fred 
Rogers Productions, each 
tailored to different age 
groups and learning styles. 
Shows like “Peg + Cat,” “Odd 
Squad” and “Alma’s Way” 
were highlighted as exam-
ples of the company’s com-
mitment to creating content 
that not only entertains, but 
also educates and inspires.

“Our organization’s mis-
sion is to build on Fred Rog-
ers’ legacy by creating quality 
children’s media that models 
an enthusiasm for learning 
and earns the trust of parents 
and caregivers,” Siefken said. 
“So we build and we create, 
to model and to learn. How 
do we build on Fred’s legacy? 
By following the road map 
that Fred Rogers clearly laid 
out for us — a road map that 
still works in 2024: … to give 
an expression of care each 
day, to every child. To make 
it clear that feelings are men-
tionable and manageable.”

The word “model” is inten-
tional, Siefken said, following 
the adage that “attitudes are 
caught, not taught.”

“He was a master of mod-
eling curiosity and wonder 
and neighborliness,” he said. 
“... (Rogers) modeled good lis-
tening in every episode. He 
didn’t explicitly teach view-
ers that people make mis-
takes, but he allowed himself 
to be shown making a mis-
take and learning from it.”

Before joining Fred Rog-
ers Productions, Siefken 
spent 10 years at PBS, and 
spent his early career at 
Cartoon Network, working 
on shows such as “Dexter’s 
Laboratory” and “Samurai 
Jack.” He recalled the mo-
ment he was asked to lead 
Fred Rogers Productions, 
describing his initial feelings 
of imposter syndrome. 

“Who was I to lead the 
company that Fred Rog-
ers founded?” he wondered 
aloud. But he drew strength 
from the memory of his 
mother, a passionate advo-
cate for public television, who 
instilled in him a deep appre-
ciation for meaningful work. 

“Hearing from my aunt 
how much my mom loved Mr. 
Rogers gave me an immense 
feeling of pride,” Siefken said, 
sharing that this connection 
helped him embrace the re-
sponsibility he had taken on. 
“My mom passed away in 2018 
and I think about her often. 
When I do, I hope that the 
work we’re doing now at Fred 
Rogers Productions might be 
continued to be passed on 
from generation to genera-

tion, just like it was for me.”
As Rogers said, after all, 

“one of the greatest digni-
ties of humankind is that 
each successive generation 
is invested in the welfare of 
each new generation,” which 
brought Siefken to what he 
was tasked with exploring in 
the Amp: the broader impact 
of children’s media on early 
childhood development. 

Siefken discussed how 
Fred Rogers Productions 
uses its platform to mod-
el resilience, empathy, and 
thoughtful decision-making, 
citing examples from their 
shows “Donkey Hodie” and 
“Alma’s Way.” He explained 
that the organization places 
a strong emphasis on inclu-
sivity, ensuring that their 
content reflects the diverse 
identities and experiences 
of children and families.

“Our mission is to build on 
Fred Rogers’ legacy by creat-
ing quality children’s media 
that models an enthusiasm 
for learning and earns the 
trust of parents and caregiv-
ers,” he reiterated.

Drawing on research 
from the Center on the De-
veloping Child at Harvard 
University, he explained 
how early interactions be-
tween children and their 
caregivers lay the founda-
tion for future learning and 
social competence. 

“It’s what they call a 
serve-and-return rela-
tionship,” Siefken said, and 
noted the critical role that 
these early exchanges play 
in a child’s cognitive and 
emotional development.

A recent survey, con-
ducted by Fred Rogers Pro-
ductions and the Center 
for Scholars and Storytell-
ers at UCLA, explored the 
long-term impact of “Daniel 
Tiger’s Neighborhood” on 
teenagers who had watched 
the show as preschoolers. 
The survey revealed that 
many of these young people 
retained vivid memories of 
the show’s lessons on em-
pathy, emotional regulation 
and problem-solving. “It 
was pretty important,” one 
participant said, reflecting 
on how the show’s lessons 
had stayed with them into 
adolescence.

The survey results echoed 
earlier research by Texas 
Tech University, which found 
that regular parent-child 
communication about “Dan-
iel Tiger’s Neighborhood” 
was associated with greater 
empathy, emotional recog-
nition, and self-efficacy in 
young children. 

“What is the secret 
sauce?” Siefken asked. “It’s 
when adults engage with 

children around the content 
to provide context, support 
and yes, love.”

Early childhood, he said, 
is also about a growing sense 
of independence, which if 
fostered correctly at a young 
age, “can flourish into a sense 
of persistence and resilience 
that will enable children to 
practice overcoming every-
day obstacles so they can 
take on much bigger chal-
lenges later in life.”

Challenges, he noted, 
like those faced by children 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“While many of us have 
moved on, there are millions 
of children whose developing 
independence and sense of 
self was interrupted,” Siefken 
said. “As we emerge from the 
incredible challenges the 
pandemic introduced, chil-
dren will continue to strug-
gle and it will be vital to sup-
port them with examples of 
positivity and resilience.”

He highlighted the role of 
shows like “Donkey Hodie,” 
which models persever-
ance and problem-solving 
through its characters’ ad-
ventures. “Resilience works 
like a muscle,” Siefken quot-
ed from a Washington Post 
article, stressing the impor-
tance of helping children 
build this essential life skill.

Siefken also addressed his 
organization’s efforts to cel-
ebrate diversity and inclusiv-
ity in their content. Recent 
seasons of “Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood” have intro-
duced new lead characters 
from different backgrounds, 
ensuring that more children 
see themselves represent-
ed on screen. He also spoke 
about the careful attention 
paid to portraying charac-
ters with disabilities, such 
as Chrissie in “Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood,” and Eddie 
Mambo in “Alma’s Way.” 

Doing this, he said, en-
sures that “more children 
can be more welcomed into 
the big wide world and rec-
ognize that, as Fred Rogers 
said, as different as we are 
from one another, as unique 
as each one of us is, we are 
much more the same than 
we are different.”

Remember, Siefken 
said, that in “Mister Rog-
ers’ Neighborhood,” Rogers 
fed the fish in his tank, ev-
ery single episode. Rogers 
once received a letter from a 
young viewer who was blind.

“She wrote, ‘Dear Mr. 
Rogers, please say when you 
are feeding the fish, because 
I worry about them. I can’t 
see if you are feeding them, 
so please say you’re feed-
ing them out loud,’ ” Siefken 

said. “(Her name was) Katie. 
Age 5. From that moment 
on, Fred always told the au-
dience he was feeding the 
fish so that one viewer and 
others who couldn’t see him 
do it could hear that the fish 
were being fed. A special ef-
fort for one child.”

In closing, Siefken re-
turned to the central theme 
of Fred Rogers’ work: the im-
portance of modeling kind-
ness, empathy, and a love of 
learning. He reminded the 
audience that, like Fred Rog-
ers himself, the goal of Fred 
Rogers Productions is to cre-
ate content that resonates 
with children on a deep, 
emotional level, helping 
them to grow into thought-
ful, compassionate adults. 

“As Fred said, ‘In every 
neighborhood, all across 
our country, there are good 
people insisting on a good 
start for the young and do-
ing something about it,’ ” 
Siefken said.

He gave one final reflec-
tion on Fred Rogers, and 
the man’s belief in the pow-
er of music.

“When you sing togeth-
er, you make one voice,” 
Siefken quoted, drawing 
a parallel to the collective 

effort required to create a 
better world for future gen-
erations. “Finding ways to 
harmonize our uniqueness 
with the uniqueness of oth-
ers can be the most fun and 
most rewarding of all.”

With that, Siefken gave 
Chautauquans a chance to 
harmonize their uniqueness, 
and together, they sang:

It’s a beautiful day in this 
neighborhood

A beautiful day for a 
neighbor

Would you be mine? Could 
you be mine?

It’s a neighborly day in 
this beautywood

A neighborly day for a 
beauty

Would you be mine? Could 
you be mine?

I have always wanted to 
have a neighbor just like you

I’ve always wanted to live 
in a neighborhood with you

So, let’s make the most of 
this beautiful day

Since we’re together, we 
might as well say

Would you be mine? Could 
you be mine?

Won’t you be my neigh-
bor? Won’t you please, won’t 
you please?

Please, won’t you be my 
neighbor?
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C L A S S I F I E D S
ANNOUNCEMENTSTORAGE FOR RENT

Rental, 2025 season. Also off 
season availability, King size bed, 
spacious 2BR-2BA, Free Parking, 
Free Laundry, Spacious Porch, 
Flat screen TVs, Central A/C, 
great location, Call Marc or 
P a u l i n a  ( 9 5 4 ) 5 2 0 - 8 2 6 4 . 
Affordable rates.

Robb Shaw Hirsh 
Endowment supports 
panel discussion with 
Marsalis, Moss, Hamill
The Jane Robb Shaw Hirsh 
Endowment provides sup-
port for the panel con-
versation with Wynton 
Marsalis, the Rev. Otis 
Moss III and Kate Hamill 
at 10:45 a.m. today in the  
Amphitheater. 

Jane Hirsh, a 1937 grad-
uate of Vassar College, 
spent most of her adult 
summers at Chautauqua, 
where she raised her four 
children and exposed 
them to all of Chautau-
qua’s unique offerings. 
She was an active member 
of the Pittsburgh chapter 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.    

Her first husband, 
Walter C. Shaw Jr., was 
chairman of the Chau-

tauqua Institution Board 
of Trustees from 1963 to 
1970 and served on the 
Chautauqua Foundation 
Board of Directors for 
many years.  

The Jane Robb Shaw 
Hirsh Endowment was es-
tablished upon her death 
in 2001 from a Charitable 
Remainder Trust she had 
created during her life-
time. The fund may sup-
port a different element of 
the Chautauqua program 
each summer. Her late 
daughter, Gayle, and son-
in-law, Andrew Camden, 
have been active members 
of the Chautauqua com-
munity and the Eleanor B. 
Daugherty Society. 

Berger Endowment 
provides support for 
Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra, Marsalis’ 
Ellington celebration
The Evie and Stacey Berger 
Endowment for Popular En-
tertainment provides sup-
port for Jazz at Lincoln Cen-
ter Orchestra with Wynton 
Marsalis at 8:15 p.m. tonight 
in the Amphitheater. 

Evie Berger has been en-
joying Chautauqua for more 
than 50 years. Stacey first 
joined her in 1971 and they 
have both been regulars 
since 1984. They are long-
time supporters of Chau-
tauqua; the couple served 
together as Promise Cam-
paign volunteers, and Evie 
has led a team of volunteers 

who advocate on behalf of 
the Chautauqua Fund.

In 2015, the Bergers es-
tablished an endowment 
fund in support of Deborah 
Sunya Moore’s efforts to ex-
pand popular entertainment 
programming to include a 
broader variety of talent, 
including emerging artists. 
Their passion for music in-
spired them to relocate to 
New Orleans, where they 
greatly enjoy the local mu-
sic scene. Now they also can 
enjoy that musical diversity 
at Chautauqua.

Off-season rental. Lovely modern 
spacious. 2bd/2bth available. K + 
Q beds, wallmounted TV, wifi. 
Comfortable and clean, hot water, 
heat. No smoking, vaping, pets. 
CHQ is beautiful all year round. 
309-287-2367 call + text

CHAUTAUQUA WOMEN’S CLUB  
TUESDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

AUGUST 20, 2024

East/West

1st 	 Francis Tseng - Mary Tseng       

2nd 	 Cornelia Gould - Ed Gould

3rd	 Alan Sparrow - Nancy Sparrow    

North/South

1st 	 Bill Blackburn - Margaret Blackburn      

2nd 	 Ronald Diner - Susan Diner

3rd	 Mark McDermott - Lee McDermott  

64.75%

60.83%

54.92%

SECTION A

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
12:45 p.m. Tuesdays the Chautauqua Women’s Club

67.67%

62.00%

60.42%

10,000 M A N I A C S  — A N D  A  C O U P L E  T H O U S A N D  M O R E
SEAN SMITH /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Jamestown born-and-
bred band 10,000 
Maniacs, returned 
Chautauqua for a 
concert Monday in the 
Amphitheater. At left, 
10,000 Maniacs lead 
singer Mary Ramsey 
sings during the 
band’s performance. 
In its current line-
up, 10,000 Maniacs 
includes drummer 
Jerome Augustyniak, 
keyboardist Dennis 
Drew, bassist Steven 
Gustafson, guitarist 
John Lombardo  
and Ramsey.
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American Ballet 
Theater Principal 
Dancer Cassandra 
Trenary dances 
choreographer 
Molissa Fenley’s 
“State of Darkness” 
backdropped by 
Stravinsky’s “The Rite 
of Spring,” performed 
by Music Director and 
Principal Symphonic 
Conductor Rossen 
Milanov and 
the Chautauqua 
Symphony last 
Saturday in the 
Amphitheater.

At left, Fenley, Milanov and Trenary prepare for one final bow 
following last Saturday’s performance in the Amp. The concert served 
as the CSO’s 2024 season finale.

PHOTOS BY SEAN SMITH

~ darkness into light ~

In ‘State of 
Darkness,’ with 
CSO, Trenary takes 
on Fenley’s challenge 
to ‘Rite of Spring’
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P R O G R A M

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 23

6:15	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Dhara 
Kowal (Zen Buddhism Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00	 (8–11) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

8:15	 (8:15–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club.) Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“The Ellington Saxophone 
Section.” Ted Nash, composer, 
saxophonist, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) McKnight Hall

9:00	 (9-5)  Buffalo Bound: Art, History 
& Camaraderie. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Women’s Club.) Buy 
tickets on CWC website. Meet at 
Main Gate

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The 
Rev. Otis Moss, III, senior 
pastor, Trinity United Church 
of Christ, Chicago, Illinois. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Business 
Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 (10:30–12) Morning Doubles. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Tennis Center.) Email tennis@chq.
org the day before to secure your 
spot. Chautauqua Tennis Center

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Panel Conversation: Wynton 
Marsalis, managing and artistic 
director, Jazz at Lincoln Center; 
world-renowned trumpeter and 
composer, Kate Hamill, actor 
and playwright, The Light and 
The Dark, The Rev. Otis Moss 
III, senior pastor, Trinity United 
Church of Christ, Chicago, Illinois. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–8) Food Tents and Trucks at 
Bestor Plaza. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Writers’ Center Community 
Reading. (Programmed by 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.) Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

Your Chautauqua Institution
RREEAALL EESSTTAATTEE EEXXPPEERRTTSS EESSTT.. 11998844REAL ESTATE EXPERTS EST. 1984

716.357.2307 | 1 Morris Avenue, Chautauqua Institution, 14722
FOR ALL LISTINGS, VISIT ERATEAMVP.COM

AnnaMarie Bennett
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-397-4382

Heather Shea-Canaley
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-708-5000

Jan Friend-Davis
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-664-0672

Tena Dills
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-397-7790

Bill Soffel
Broker/Owner

716-413-0200

Lynne Gruel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-720-1977

Tracy Kenzie
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-753-6118

Cynthia Rosembloom
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-753-6238

Robert Rosenbloom
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-581-0034

Karen Goodell
Lic. R.E.Assoc. Broker

917-670-1900

Nickole Garcia
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-5251

Heather Chase
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
724-553-6051

Jennifer Burkhart
Lic. R.E.Assoc. Broker

585-689-7211

'The Chase Team'

Ruth Nelson
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

716-708-9980

Mary Kohl
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-485-6879

Aili Makuch
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-581-0410

Mary Ann Bianco
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

716-450-1081

Robin Bratton-Bias
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-785-3285

Deborah “Debbie” Rowe
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

716-397-4382

Graham Soffel
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-640-9132

Johanna “Hanna”
Soffel Briggs

Lic. R.E. Salesperson
716-450-4319

'The Nelson Team'

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Jumu’ah Prayer Service 
will follow. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Betsy’s Garden Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
“Seed Collecting and Saving.” 
Betsy Burgeson, supervisor 
of garden and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Children’s 
School North Side

12:30	 Lunch and Learn: Discussion of 
Inside Outside Art: Creation from 
Within: Art and the Healing Power 
of Creating a New Way to Be in the 
World. (Programmed by the Quaker 
House.) Quaker House, 28 Ames

12:45	 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“Eucharist–Noun or Verb?” The 
Rev. Ed Palumnos, retired priest, 
Diocese of Rochester, New York. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 Stroke of the Day. Learn a new 
tennis stroke. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage 
House.) African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 24

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer.) Hall 
of Philosophy

8:00	 (8–10:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

9:30	 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

10:00	Bob McClure CHQ Play Readers 
Performance. (Sponsored by 
Friends of Chautauqua Theater.) 
Free. Donations support Roe 
Green Theater Center. Smith 
Wilkes Hall  

12:30	 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ 
Learn. “Ethics of our Fathers.” 
Rabbi Zalman and Esther Vilenkin. 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

5:00	 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. The 
Concert: A Tribute to ABBA. 
Amphitheater

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Garden Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Kerry Alys Robinson, president 
and CEO, Catholic Charities 
U.S.A. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

1:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

2:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents The Light 
and The Dark by Kate Hamill. 
(Reserved seating; purchase 
tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket 
offices and one hour before 
curtain at Bratton kiosk.)  
Bratton Theater

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.)  
U.U. House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Master Series Masterclass. 
“The Genius of Duke Ellington.” 
Seton Hawkins, curator, Swing 
University program, Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, Todd Stoll, jazz 
trumpeter and vice president 
of education, Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra.. (Registration 
required. $49. Visit tickets.chq.
org.) McKnight Hall

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 
Welcoming the Sabbath.” Rabbi 
Aaron Meyer, Cantor Kalix 
Jacobson, Temple Emmanuel, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Shabbat’zza – Post-Service Pizza 
Picnic in the Park. Bring your 
own beverage, salad or dessert 
to share. If rain, service at Smith 
Wilkes Hall and no Shabbat’zza. 
Miller Park

5:00	 (5:00–7:30) Open Pickleball. No 
registration required, check in 
before you play. Tennis Center

5:30	 Athenaeum Hotel Chef Tasting 
Series. “Gastropub Night.”  
Brian Barcus, corporate chef, 
Sysco Foods. (For menus and 
reservations go to chefseries.
chq.org or call 716-357-4444.) 
Athenaeum Hotel

7:30	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

8:15	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Jazz 
at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
with Wynton Marsalis: Duke 
Ellington at 125. Amphitheater

WIFI

The network is called 
“CHQ Guest” and is 
available throughout the 
Institution grounds. 

 » on the grounds

chqdaily.com

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Music School Festival Orchestra, Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, under the baton of Chautauqua School of Music Artistic and Music Director Timothy Muffitt, receive a 
standing ovation at the conclusion of their performance of Marsalis’ “All Rise” Wednesday in the Amphitheater. 
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