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Sometimes it is necessary 
for employees to want to 
take control of their lives. 
In a time when society 
deems anyone who leaves 
at 5 p.m. on the dot as 
“lazy” or “uncommitted,” 
work-life boundaries start 
to come into question.

Claudia Strauss, the 
Jean M. Pitzer Professor 
of Anthropology at Pitzer 
College in the Claremont 
Colleges consortium, will 
deliver her lecture, “We-

ber’s Little-Known Sec-
ond Work Ethic and Why it 
Matters,” at 2 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy for 
the Week Five Interfaith 
Lecture Series theme: “The 
Spirit of Capitalism: Pros-
perity and the Enduring 
Legacy of the Protestant 
Work Ethic.”

“What I want to do is 
talk about what (German 
sociologist Max) Weber 
meant by the Protestant 
work ethic and talk about 
the fact that when I read 
Weber’s Protestant Ethic, I 

see him referring actual-
ly to two Protestant work 
ethics,” Strauss said. “I call 
the second one his hidden 
work ethic.”

Strauss said she plans to 
talk about the distinctions 
Weber made among differ-
ent stages in the Protestant 
reformation.

“(Weber) fixated on a 
more extreme version of 
it, which we would call a 
Puritan work ethic, liv-
ing to work sort of taking 
over your time, your iden-
tity and interests,” Strauss 

said. “But, he talks about 
this earlier stage of doing a 
good job being a duty in the 
sense that you should be 
productive and do a good 
job, but it doesn’t have to 
take over your life.”

This distinction is what 
Strauss saw when she in-
terviewed displaced work-
ers in Southern California. 
She said she’s approaching 
her lecture from her place 
as a cultural anthropolo-
gist of the contemporary 
United States, looking at 
how Americans actually do 

think about their jobs.
“What I found is that 

most of them much more 
conform to this hidden 
second work ethic of want-
ing to do a good job, but not 
wanting work to take over 
their lives,” Strauss said.

There are important im-
plications at play here, as 
“a lot of our national pol-
icies” make an assumption 
about human nature that 
people don’t want work, 
Strauss said.

Anthropologist Strauss to analyze Weber’s ‘second hidden work ethic’
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In 10 years of research into 
female biology’s impact on 
human history and culture, 
author and researcher Cat 
Bohannon determined that 
when trying to help the hu-
man population, solutions 
might lie in researching half 
of the whole.

“There are so many 
things that seem so intrac-
table,” Bohannon said. “One 
of the few things that is fix-
able is the pipeline for wom-
en’s health — and that’s an 
achievable goal that will im-
prove the human condition.”

Bohannon will discuss 
her breakthrough revision 
of human history placing 
the female body at the cen-
ter, Eve: How the Female 
Body Drove 200 Million 
Years of Human Evolution, 
at 3:30 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy for the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle. 

Bohannon 
to discuss 
what science 
missed for 
CLSC Week 5

BOHANNON
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See BOHANNON, Page 4

PRINS

Prins to 
speak on 
permanent 
distortion 
of market

See LECTURE, Page 4
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There is a time-honored tradition of art being 
used as a tool of resistance, and tonight the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra will trans-
port audiences to the political turbulence of 
the first Russian Revolution with a work that 
CSO violist Eva Stern described as a “disturb-
ing” and “beautiful” artistic success.

Under Music Director and Principal Sym-
phonic Conductor Rossen Milanov’s baton, 
the CSO will play Dmitri Shostakovich’s Sym-
phony No. 11 — also known as “The Year 1905” 
— at 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater.

Russian composer Shostakovich lived 
amidst political turmoil for most of his life; 
under a totalitarian regime, he was publicly 
denounced as a composer on several differ-
ent occasions for “formalism,” meaning any-
thing that was deemed critical of the state. 
His music is inextricably linked with politics.

Garnering worldwide acclaim at 19 years 
old with his First Symphony, Shostakovich 
continued creating revolutionary works of 
art that he was forced to self-censor for fear 
of retribution under Stalinist rule. Many of 
his symphonies, including his 11th, depict 
the frustration of living in constant dan-
ger, but outwit Stalin by taking on a tone of 
strictly enforced rejoicing.

“You see a lot of these very, very inter-

esting works of art that on the surface seem 
to subscribe to the official ideology, but on 
the bottom, they actually always sound as 
a criticism or something superficial that 
represents the type of a regime and order 
under which they were living,” Milanov said. 
“So, there’s a lot of interesting parallels with 
the history of humanity.”

When Shostakovich created his 11th Sym-
phony in 1957 post-Stalin, following the So-
viet Union’s violent suppression of the Hun-
garian uprising in 1956, it was immediately 
publicly acclaimed yet privately controver-
sial, and he faced criticism from authori-
ties. A programmatic piece — meaning that 
the music tells a narrative — Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 11 depicts “Bloody Sunday” 
and the following 1905 Russian Revolution.

“I think that many things repeat them-
selves in Russian history,” Shostakovich 
wrote in his memoir Testimony. “Of course 
the same event can’t repeat itself exactly, 
there must be differences, but many things 
are repeated nevertheless. People think 
and act similarly in many things. I wanted 
to show this recurrence in the Eleventh 
Symphony. I wrote it in 1957 and it deals 
with contemporary themes even though it’s 
called ‘1905.’ It’s about the people, who have 
stopped believing because the cup of evil 
has run over.”

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra to perform 
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 11

LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

Nomi Prins will speak on 
the permanent distortion 
between the financial mar-
ket and the real economy at 
10:45 a.m. today in the Am-
phitheater, continuing Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series’ Week 
Five theme, “Innovation in 
Capitalism: How to Meet 
21st-Century Challenges?” 

“Permanent distortion … 
is still unfolding, but at the 
same time, we’re in a dif-
ferent part of that cycle, 
and what comes next, I be-
lieve, very much ties into the 
theme of this lecture series,” 
Prins said. “... What is the sit-
uation realistically? Why are 
we in this situation? How is 
it shifting, and what role do 
we need to play and (what) 
does our government need 
to do in order to secure fu-
ture economic development 
for the economic and public 
good of the country?”

Prins is an economist, au-
thor, financial historian and 
geopolitical financial expert. 
A Wall Street insider, she 
held positions at Lehman 
Brothers and Chase Man-
hattan Bank, as well as se-
nior roles at Goldman Sachs 
and Bear Stearns in London. 
Prins left Wall Street to draw 
attention to the manipula-
tion of financial systems and 
coined the concept “perma-
nent distortion” to educate 
people on the gap between 
financial markets and the 
real economy. See CSO, Page 4
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TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 88° L 71°
Rain: 20%
Sunset: 8:44 p.m.

SATURDAY
H 79° L 70°
Rain: 35%
Sunrise: 6:05 a.m. Sunset: 8:42 p.m. 

FRIDAY
H 78° L 67°
Rain: 50%
Sunrise: 6:04 a.m. Sunset: 8:43 p.m. 
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GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Principal Symphonic Conductor Rossen 
Milanov, performs on July 15 in the Amphitheater.
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JULIA WEBER
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For Jeanette Oi-Suk Yew, 
lighting is an imperative piece 
of the puzzle that brings a 
play from script to stage.

Yew is the lighting design-
er for Chautauqua Theater 
Company’s production of 
Execution of Justice, which 
continues its run at 2 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. today in Brat-
ton Theater. The play, written 
and directed by Emily Mann, 
follows the trial of former 
San Francisco city supervisor 
Dan White, who killed for-
mer mayor George Moscone 
and former city supervisor 
Harvey Milk, California’s first 
openly gay elected official.

In Yew’s perspective, light-
ing design is one of the most 
abstract of the theatrical dis-
ciplines because its subtlety 
and unobtrusiveness often 
goes unnoticed. Most people, 
she said, don’t wake up in the 
morning and think about how 
the light is impacting them, 
because it’s just intrinsically 
part of their daily lives.

She described lighting de-
sign as a secondary art be-
cause it is responsive to the 
environment of the play and 
the actors’ performances.

Yew begins her work as 
lighting designer by meeting 
with others behind the cur-
tain — the playwright and 
director, the sound designer, 
the production designer and 
so forth — to gain a sense of 
the play’s lighting needs and 
the creative vision of the 
director. The early work is 
gaining an understanding of 
what the other designers are 
looking for, so she can estab-
lish a vocabulary and choose 
her tools accordingly.

“I’m actually actively try-
ing to gain vocabulary so that 
I can be ready when I’m in 
tech,” Yew said.

Then, she develops a light 
plot, which she describes as a 
“tool box” for her to make use 
of during the design process. 
By ensuring she has the right 
equipment, she can work with 
the designers and director to 
produce creative effects that 
elevate the production.

Whereas other disciplines 
can begin to brainstorm and 
begin creating work early on, 
light’s responsiveness to the 
scene means that Yew is of-
ten working in the final stag-
es, setting the lighting to en-
hance the work already put in 
place by other designers.

“We can’t really create 
what the lighting look is going 
to be until all of the elements 
are together in real space,” 
she said. “This is a very differ-
ent way of thinking in terms 
of other design disciplines.”

“Lighting is just really not 
afforded any sort of pre-
work, because it is all depen-
dent on the performance in 
actual space,” she said. “The 
discovery and the iteration 
and the ideas — whether the 
ideas are actually going to 
work or not in the storytell-
ing sense — doesn’t reveal 
itself until we are in the tech 
rehearsal process.”

Yew said the production 
has many layers of artistic 
decisions that go into the 
lighting, stage and sound de-
sign, and even while many of 
these decisions are quite sub-
tle, they take immense preci-
sion and attention to detail.

“When people come 
see the show, they only 
see the tip of that iceberg, 

but what’s holding it up is 
all these other things that 
come below that, that allow 
us to then see a piece that 
seemingly looks very simple 
and achieves the idea that 
it achieves — the emotional 
quality of it,” she said.

“I don’t think about my-
self as another thing. I think 
about myself as part of the 
glue that combines — we 
make something together. 
Yes, my specialization is in 
using lights as the tool, but I 
look at myself as part of the 
storytelling team,” she said.

Yew said she was most 
compelled by the chance to 
bring a play written decades 
ago back to the stage for a 
timely performance.

“I was very compelled by 
how this piece is so relevant 
and, to me, (it) seems obvious 
— but I was really curious, I 
was really interested: How do 

we make this relevant for the 
generation of people who this 
is nothing more than maybe, 
at best, an asterisk in their 
education? That’s the part 
that is really compelling to 
me,” Yew said.

Through Execution of 
Justice, Yew sees theater 
responding to the culture 
that surrounds it. While it 
premiered in 1985, the play 
is still relevant and provides 
a lens for viewers to look 
at the world around them 
in 2025. For Yew, taking on 
the challenge of bringing a 
specific historical moment 
to the stage in this contem-
porary way is one she takes 
quite seriously.

“Can it achieve the thing 
that, instead of creat-
ing something new, using 
something that happened 
to then elevate (these is-
sues)?” she asked.
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Madelon Maupin, Bible 
scholar and founder of Bi-
bleRoads, will present her 
talk, “Out of the Shadows: 
Women of the Bible” at 3 p.m. 
today in Hurlbut Church. 
This is a free non-denom-
inational talk, open to the 
community, and sponsored 
by the Christian Science 

House at Chautauqua.
Although hundreds of 

women are mentioned in 
the Bible, many remain un-
named or identified only 
by their relationship to a 
male. Throughout histo-
ry, women have shaped 
families, communities and 
nations with courage and 
conviction — none more so 
than extraordinary Biblical 
women like Ruth, Esther, 
Deborah and Mary Mag-
dalene who demonstrated 
extraordinary faithfulness 
and bravery in challeng-
ing circumstances. For in-
stance, Deborah led Isra-
el as a judge and military 
leader, illustrating that 
women held positions of 
authority and divine pur-

pose. These women can 
serve as role models for 
qualities of strength, kind-
ness and faithfulness. From 
the matriarchs of the Old 
Testament to the faithful 
leaders of the New Testa-
ment, Maupin will bring 
their stories to life, offering 
timeless life and leadership 
lessons for our modern day.

Maupin is a graduate of 
Principia College with a 
Bachelor of Arts in biblical 
studies and later received a 
master’s in theological stud-
ies, focused on the Bible, 
from San Francisco Theo-
logical Seminary.

As a woman in business 
who spent four decades 
being the first female in al-
most every role she filled, 
Maupin learned firsthand 
what it takes to confront 
cultural norms, lead teams, 
build consensus and do it 
with strength, grace, grit 
and courage. She founded a 
leadership consulting firm 
and spent 25 years working 
with Fortune 100 clients, 
including major entertain-
ment and high-tech compa-
nies worldwide.

Maupin has also worked 
in the newspaper industry, 
including serving as national 
advertising manager for The 
Christian Science Monitor 
and publisher for both the 
San Jose Business Journal 
and the San Francisco Busi-

ness Journal. For five years, 
Maupin served as a cultural 
historian and lecturer for 
Princess Cruises on their 
European and Middle East-
ern trips.

In 2012, Maupin started 
BibleRoads, a Biblical edu-
cation company for spiritual 
seekers, regardless of their 
church or non-church back-
grounds. BibleRoads.com 
offers a wealth of free Bible 
resources, including talks 
on individual books and Bi-
ble subjects, streaming vid-
eos, workbooks and other 
study tools, catering to both 
individuals and groups. It 
launched a membership pro-
gram that includes a month-
ly virtual webinar series. 
Programs have included “A 
Virtual Tour of Israel,” 2021; 
“Paul’s Letters and Journeys,” 
2022; “Women of the Bible: 
Their Impact and Influence,” 
2023; “New Testament Let-
ters Other than Paul’s,” 2024; 
the rich and profound book 
of “Isaiah,” 2025.

Maupin’s nonfiction book 
Free and Fearless: Lessons 
on Leadership from Women 
of the Bible is coming out 
Sept. 2, 2025, published by 
Friendship Press.

Maupin served as a trust-
ee at Adventure Unlimited, 
on the National Ecumeni-
cal Team for the Christian 
Science Church — The First 
Church of Christ, Scientist.

Maupin to give lecture for Christian Science House

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from 
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or 
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be 
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to 
Alexandra McKee in the Daily’s editorial office. Please 
provide the name of the organization, time and place 
of meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

Alumni Association of the CLSC news
Local author Destiny Kinal will lead the Book Talk at 12:15 
p.m. today on the porch of the Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall. Kinal presents the final book of her Textile 
Trilogy, Oil and Water, set in the French perfumeries in 
Grasse in the 19th century.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Kate Mayberry will lead Forest Bathing at 7:30 a.m. to-
day starting at the corner of Massey and Hawthorne. 
Mayberry facilitates this mindful nature immersion ex-
perience, teaching participants the Japanese practice 
of shinrin-yoku or “forest bathing.” This early-morning 
session emphasizes slowing down, engaging all senses 
and developing a deeper connection with the natural 
environment.

Betsy Burgeson will lead the Miller Edison Cottage 
Open Garden Tour at 2 p.m. today at 24 Miller. Burgeson 
opens the Miller Edison Cottage garden for continued 
exploration of small-space gardening techniques and 
seasonal plant management. Visitors can observe how 
the garden progresses through mid-summer and learn 
about maintaining productive gardens in compact set-
tings.

Twan Leenders will lead the Bird Walk at 4:15 p.m. to-
day starting at the picnic tables by Sports Club. Leenders 
leads a second birding opportunity this week, this time 
departing from a different location to explore varied bird 
habitats and species. This afternoon walk provides ad-
ditional chances for bird observation and identification 
practice in a different area of the grounds.

Chautauqa Climate Change Initiative news
At 5 p.m. today at the Chautauqua Cinema, the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative hosts a double-feature screen-
ing with Erin Sprague, CEO of Protect our Winters, and 
Auden Schendler, senior vice president of sustainability 
at Aspen One. The short films by Teton Gravity Research 
and Protect Our Winters are “Purple Mountains: Live Free 
or Die,” a film about finding common ground on climate 
change, and “The Hypocrite,” a film that squarely address-
es imperfect advocacy in the world of snow sports.

Chautauqua Theater Company news
Join special guests, including actors, designers, play-
wrights and more for a look at Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany’s upcoming productions at 12:15 p.m. today in Smith 
Wilkes Hall. Bring your lunch for this week’s discussion, 
“CTC Fellows: A Showcase of One Acts” with this season’s 
directing and design fellows.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
“Cocktails and Cole Porter … and Friends” is from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. today in the CWC House. Register for the event on 
the CWC website.

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra League news
David B. Levy’s Pre-Concert Lecture at 6:45 p.m. tonight 
in Hultquist 101 will help elucidate the Chautauqua Sym-
phony Orchestra’s concert of Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No. 11, and Levy will also interview Zhe Deng, violinist 
with the CSO and in Denmark. After the concert, please 
attend the “Meet and Greet” reception in the Athenaeum 
Hotel Parlor for CSOL members. Join at the door, if you 
haven’t yet.

Chautauqua Softball news
Chautauqua Softball League co-ed pick-up game is at 
4:30 p.m. today at Sharpe Field. Extra gloves are available. 
Contact carriezachry@gmail.com for more information.

New ‘Inside CHQ’ episode drops today
This week’s guest is Sheila Schroeder, member of the 
Chautauqua Foundation Board of Directors, wealth advis-
er and author of the forthcoming book, It’s Time to Talk: A 
Woman’s Guide to Navigating Money Conversations. Sub-
mit questions about anything having to do with Chautau-
qua at inside.chq.org. If we share and answer your question 
on the show, you’ll receive a Chautauqua gift bag. Available 
on Apple, Spotify and Amazon Music platforms.

The Smith Memorial Library news
Children’s Story Time is at 10:45 a.m. today on Bestor Pla-
za (rain location is upstairs in library). Get help joining 
CHQ Assembly at their Pop-up Help Desk from 12:15 to 
1:15 p.m. today in the library. The Authors @ The Smith 
series continues at 12:30 p.m. today with John DeDakis, 
journalist and novelist of the Lark Chadwick Mystery 
Series, in the upstairs classroom, with a book signing to 
follow. All library programs are free, in-person only, and 
limited seating is first-come, first-served.

Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ Center news
Literary Arts Contests submissions, open to writers of all 
ages, close this Sunday. To apply, visit https://chqliter-
aryarts.submittable.com/submit  The deadline to partici-
pate in the annual Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem Project is 
noon Aug. 2. For questions, email 4normarees@gmail.com 
or friendsofthewriterscenter@gmail.com

School of Music news
There will be a School of Music Piano Program Recital at 
4 p.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh 101.

Abstract, intrinsic — Lighting design in CTC’s 
‘Execution of Justice’ illuminates, elevates script

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Conservatory Actor Ayla Marie Decaire performs with Guest Artist 
Zach Appelman during a dress rehearsal of Execution of Justice in Bratton Theater. 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Appelman and CTC Conservatory Actor David Bertoldi rehearse for 
Execution of Justice, illuminated and enshadowed by Jeanette Oi-
Suk Yew’s lighting designs.

How do we make 
this relevant for the 
generation of people 
who this is nothing 
more than maybe, at 
best, an asterisk in their 
education?”

—JEANETTE OI-SUK YEW
Lighting Designer,

Execution of Justice



The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers’ sermon, titled 
“Now You’re the Light,” opened with another 
enlivening song that she noted will likely be 
familiar to many. Voices rose joyfully Wednesday 

morning in the Amphitheater, in a spirited rendition of 
“This Little Light of Mine.” But this wasn’t meant to be 
only an opening prayer; it was a call to action.

Spellers began her sermon with a poignant story 
about a group of Sufi disciples gathered around their 
dying teacher, their hearts heavy with fear and uncer-
tainty. They asked how they would know what to do once 
their guide was gone. The teacher replied, “I am nothing 
but a finger pointing at the moon. Perhaps when I am 
gone, you will see the moon.” Like the opening song, the 
sentiment of this story may also be familiar for us.

Spellers explained, “We look at the people who have 
so obviously been full of God, and we call them prophets 
and saints. Or we look to the great liberation movements 
and leaders that have changed human existence in our 
own lifetime, and we set them up high on pedestals or 
out ahead in the distance.”

Then turning to the two scriptures grounding the ser-
vice, 2 Kings 2:11–14 and John 1:1–5, 10–14a, Spellers refer-
enced the story from 2 Kings, explaining how Elisha was 
a young man working in the fields when Elijah called him 
to follow. She recounted how Elisha watches his mentor 
being taken up to heaven in a whirlwind, leaving behind 
only his mantle. So with trembling hands, Elisha picks up 
Elijah’s mantle and strikes the water. Miraculously, the 
river parts. The Spirit that rested on Elijah has come to 
rest on him, too.

“Elisha didn’t believe he had this power, not in the be-
ginning.” He looked up to Elijah, admired him, but never 
truly believed that the Spirit could also rest on someone 
like him. “He was looking at the finger instead of the 
moon,” Spellers said. She went on to describe how people 
can often admire spiritual leaders and prophets without 
realizing those figures are pointing beyond themselves, 
to God, to Light.

The second scripture of the day was from the Gospel 
of John, which reads, “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us.” Spellers 
pointed to this bridge between God and God’s creation, 
which draws us close enough “to taste and to touch, to 
know and to love God.”

The Word, she reminded the congregation, is the Light 
of the world. This is a light we can gaze upon and even 
behold with gratitude and worship. However, Spellers 
contended, “Y’all, it’s not enough.” Certainly we are 
meant to admire and worship the Light, but we are also 
invited to become more like the Light.

Echoing the transformative vision found in this text, 
Spellers spoke of the divine power given to us to become 
children of God, not born of blood or human will, but of 
God. And, as Jesus promises later in the same Gospel, 
those who follow his teachings are called not just to ob-
serve his good works, but to do them as well.

Spellers went on to quote the Danish theologian and 
philosopher Søren Kierkegaard who spoke about how Je-
sus did not ask for admirers or worshippers, but rather for 
disciples. She explained that admirers may feel inspired 
but remain unchanged and unwilling to take transforma-
tive risks. Followers, on the other hand, strive to live what 
they believe, knowing it may reshape their lives.

This idea, Spellers suggested, applies across tradi-
tions. “Every faith is built around a finger, a teacher, a 
holy one pointing a way for us to follow,” she said, nam-
ing Moses, Muhammad, the Buddha and Jesus, among 
others. But the question remains: Do we simply watch 
the finger, or do we walk toward the light it points to?

Returning to the image of Elisha at the bank of the 
Jordan River: At first, he cries out at being suddenly sep-
arated from his mentor. Then, he remembers who he is 

and whose Spirit he now carries. So, picking up the man-
tle, he acts. Spellers concluded her sermon by encourag-
ing the congregation that they too are invited to take up 
the mantle, to act in faith. Prophetic teachers and guides 
across many traditions invite such transformative action. 
“These aren’t just stories of ‘Once upon a time,’ ” Spellers 
urged. “Yes, please look to the prophets. Look to the holy 
ones who have come before. And yes, look to Jesus. But 
then follow. Follow their pointing fingers. Follow the path 
they laid out. … You were meant to be a powerful force 
for love. We were all meant to be the light, too.”

The Rev. John Morgan, pastor of the Williamsburg 
Presbyterian Church in Virginia and board member of 
the Presbyterian Association, presided. Melissa Spas, vice 
president for religion at Chautauqua Institution, read 
the scripture. Owen Reyda, organ scholar, performed the 
prelude on the Massey Memorial Organ: Allegretto in F 
Major, by Alan Gray. The Motet Choir sang “Shine Like the 
Sun,” by Karen E. Black and John C. Ylvisaker, under the 
direction of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, and accompanied 
by Reyda on the Massey organ and Barbara Hois on flute. 
For the postlude, Stafford performed “Joie et clarté des 
corps glorieux,” by Olivier Messiaen, on the Massey organ. 
Support for this week’s services and chaplaincy is provided 
by the John William Tyrrell Endowment for Religion. Mary 
Lee Talbot will return to her morning worship column for 
Friday’s newspaper.
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GUEST COLUMN BY ALICEN ROBERTS

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers opens her Week Five sermon series Sunday in the Amphitheater.

Don’t just admire the light, Spellers preaches, be the light



“What I actually found is 
that if the time you have to 
devote to work is reason-
able and the working con-
ditions are good, we can’t 
really talk about work in the 
abstract,” she said. “We have 
to talk about particular jobs 
and what they’re like.” 

Strauss said a third of her 
interviewees described work 
as “fun,” which can lead to a 
false premise of human na-
ture and how people think 
about work.

“At a personal level, for 
people in the audience who 
may be employers, they 
should not be overlooking 
the employee who has that 
second work ethic, what I 

call a diligent 9-to-5 work 
ethic,” Strauss said. “They 
want to do a good job, but 
then they want to go home. 
They want boundaries on 
their work time. They don’t 
want to have to be answer-
ing emails at all hours.”

On the other hand, 
Strauss said for people who 
are employed by others, it’s 
“all right” to have this sec-
ond work ethic, and it isn’t 
“anything new.”

“People see this as ‘Oh, 
this is Gen Z. This is some-
thing new,’ ” she said. “I 
don’t think it’s so new. I’ve 
seen this not only in my re-
search, which is more than 
10 years ago, but in earlier 
research I did in the 1990s. 
I suspect this has been 
around for a while.”

Overall, Strauss said she’d 

like to see policies to make 
jobs better, rather than 
talking abstractly about 
work ethics.

“Our national political 
discourse is that on the right, 
there’s a view of ‘Wow, we 
don’t have enough of a good 
work ethic in this country, 
so we have to force people to 
work.’ For example, people 
cannot have Medicaid un-
less they can prove they’re 
working so many hours a 
week,” she said.

On the left, Strauss said 
there’s a view of “Why 
should people be forced to 
earn profits for other peo-
ple in order to sustain a 
living?” Curiously, she said, 
both views assume work is 
not “intrinsically enjoyable,” 
or it can’t be.

“They’re both assuming 

something about human na-
ture, that people don’t really 
want to work,” she said. “The 
left would say, ‘Well, why 
should they have to?’ And 
the right would say, ‘We’re 
going to make them.’ ”

What came through to 
Strauss in her research was 
people of all different jobs, 
income levels, education 
levels and racial and ethnic 
backgrounds don’t have to 
be forced to work under the 
right circumstances, she said.

“I’m really hoping (the au-
dience) will think about what 
the range of motivations they 
have, what’s important to 
them in a job and take heart 
from seeing there are an aw-
ful lot of people who see a 
good job is one part of a good 
life, but certainly not all of a 
good life,” Strauss said.
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In the CLSC selection for a 
week themed “Innovation 
in Capitalism: How to Meet 
21st-Century Challenges?,” 
Bohannon navigates readjust-
ing history to better under-
stand the future of scientific 
studies and the well-being of 

the human race.
“The story of innovation 

has been a story about dudes. 
This book does the work of 
innovation by addressing 
history as female-driven,” 
Bohannon said.

Before embarking on her 
Doctor of Philosophy in evo-
lution of narrative and cogni-
tion — and her book-writing 

journey — Bohannon re-
ceived a Master of Fine Arts 
in creative nonfiction from 
Columbia University. Like 
many CLSC readers, Bohan-
non recognized the marriage 
between science and the arts 
from a young age.

“My dad is a scientist, 
and my mom is a pianist. 
In the making of the freak-
ball of me, there was no 
moment where I thought 
these were separate ideas,” 
Bohannon said.

While helping her dad 
with slides in his psychol-
ogy studies as a young girl, 
Bohannon saw female sub-
jects and female scientists 
across the discipline. It was 
not until she entered Co-
lumbia University as a fresh 
graduate student — sitting 
with fellow Ph.D. candi-
dates and passing around 
a bottle of whiskey — that 
she realized that the same 
reality was not true in all 
scientific disciplines.

When asking a neurology 
candidate why the principal 
investigator of a study did 
not care to investigate sex 
differences, Bohannon said 
he shared that the neurolo-
gy department only studied 
male specimens.

“It was bewildering. I 
thought I was too drunk to 
understand him,” Bohannon 
said. “I had done scientific 
experiments, but I wasn’t an 
animal-model person. I did 
computational modeling and 
assumed, ‘Yeah, everything 
is chill in biology.’ ”

Everything was, in fact, 
not chill in biology. The re-
ality was the “male norm,” or 
ongoing tendency to default 
to male bodies as standard 

in research, development 
and practice across scientific 
disciplines. In practice, re-
searchers all but ignored the 
female body.

“Nobody in the public 
knew this,” Bohannon said, 
“The scientists who worked 
with female bodies assumed 
that everyone knew, and the 
ones who did not work with 
the female bodies knew and 
did not care.”

Bohannon recognized 
the absurdity and danger of 
this practice and dove into 
writing Eve as soon as she 
received a book deal in 2012, 
in addition to completing 
her doctorate. While writ-
ing Eve, Bohannon said the 
publication of Caroline Cri-
ado-Perez’s Invisible Wom-
en: Data Bias in a World De-
signed for Men granted her 
some peace of mind.

“Thank God someone 
said something,” she said. “It 
meant that I got to write Eve 
without having to bang the 
drum about the male norm 
on every page.”

Bohannon said she even 
thanked Perez for highlight-
ing the gender gap when she 
met her. The book allowed 
Bohannon to delve into the 
history of evolution driven 
by the female body. After 10 
years, three kids and a Ph.D. 
under her belt, Bohannon 
produced Eve, combining wit 
and humor with a deep dive 
into psychology, anthropolo-
gy and human development.

Presenting the impor-
tance of investigating female 
bodies, Bohannon empha-
sized the power of studying 
female bodies as a means to 
improving general health: 
women make the majority 

of healthcare decisions for 
their families, from pick-
ing up medicine to deciding 
whether or not to take chil-
dren, spouses or aging par-
ents to the hospital.

“One hospital administra-
tor told me women are the 
chief medical officers of their 
households. … So, the easiest 
way to make a nation sicker is 
to screw over their women,” 
Bohannon said. “Women are 
the deciders when it comes 
to medicine, yet they are the 
most neglected body.”

Thus, the benefit of 
studying female bodies ex-
tends to everyone.

“Guys die sooner. It would 
be nice to know why, to keep 
them alive, and to know why 
females are less likely to die. 
That would float all boats,” 
Bohannon said.

She’s excited about the 
work being done research-
ing female bodies expand-
ing beyond the limitations 
of studying pregnancy and 
female suffering alone. One 
of the many exciting de-
velopments Bohannon dis-
cusses in Eve is the ability 
of breastfeeding bodies to 
adjust their formula based 
on the saliva of their child. 
A mother of three, Bohan-
non was simultaneously 
delighted and disgusted by 
the discovery.

“Yes, it felt invasive and 
horrifying. But it was also 
comforting that somehow 
my boob was making milk 
for a sick kid — the fact that 
I could give them chicken 
noodle boob —  I liked that,” 
Bohannon said.

While uncovering the 
magical properties of breast-
milk, Bohannon also encoun-

tered horrifying insights 
as she dug into a history of 
scientific studies crafted 
around presenting women 
and people of color as inferi-
or. Decades of these studies 
fueled a biased and discrim-
inatory foundation for mod-
ern science — one that scien-
tists still grapple with today.

“Rejecting that history is 
notoriously hard for cogni-
tive researchers,” she said.

When writing her chapter 
on the brain, Bohannon was 
frustrated by the years of re-
search focused on differenti-
ating the female brain from 
the male.

“I was disappointed to find 
out that people still take IQ 
science at face-value,” Bo-
hannon said, shocked that 
they don’t question it.

Eve balances Bohannon’s 
rigorous research with en-
tertaining narratives, such as 
her recognition of “the male 
norm” in a frustrating scene 
in Ridley Scott’s “Alien” pre-
quel, and learning about the 
price of the female body in 
a job interview for a call-in 
center at an escort agency.

Rather than craft every 
sentence in the service of a 
teaching moment, Bohannon 
said she aimed to share feel-
ings of surprise, interest and 
tragedy with the reader. Af-
ter all, each reader is the ex-
pert on their own body.

“There is nothing worse 
than someone patronizingly 
telling you about the body 
you live in,” Bohannon said. 
“It is better to share a laugh 
about bodies — bodies that 
are astonishingly alive — be-
cause it’s honestly amaz-
ing that any of this works. It 
shouldn’t, but it does.” 

STRAUSS
FROM PAGE 1

BOHANNON
FROM PAGE 1

The first movement, “Palace 
Square,” sets a tense stage 
with anticipation of what’s to 
come; “The Ninth of January” 
details the actual massacre of 
more than 200 peaceful pro-
testors; “Eternal Memory” is 
a contemplative memoriam 
for the people who died; and 
“Tocsin” is a call to action of 
the revolutionary spirit. Gun 
shots are expressed with the 
snare drum, while the bass 
drum and timpani represent 
explosions, violist Cynthia 
Frank said.

“It’s really the sound of a 
revolution. People describe it 
as a film score without a film 
because it’s so cinematic,” 
Frank said. “When you hear 

it, you will envision what is 
happening.”

The piece is a mental 
workout due to the techni-
cally challenging, unexpected 
and speedy patterns, Stern 
said. Since violas usually play 
in a lower range, Frank finds 
that the difficulty arises as 
the register continuously as-
cends to a deafening level.

Drawing from melodies 
in “revolutionary songs,” 
Shostakovich wove them in 
and out of the composition, 
which adds a whole other 
level of complexity, Milanov 
said. Born in Bulgaria, Milan-
ov spent 25 years living under 
communist regime and was 
taught these “revolutionary 
songs” as a kind of brain-
washing.

“Shostakovich evokes mu-

sical memories by bringing 
something that is familiar, 
sometimes completely trivial, 
sometimes really profound. 
It’s interesting how music 
could do so many different 
things, but mostly (it’s) an in-
terplay of what is present and 
what is memory. For people 

that have never heard this 
piece, it’s one of the most cin-
ematographic and bombastic 
works — it’s going to be im-
pressive,” Milanov said. “It’s 
going to be physically felt by 
everyone in the audience. I do 
believe, having done probably 
most of his important works, 

that the physical sensation of 
violence in the audience by 
the music was very important 
to him to translate the actual 
violence that people were ex-
periencing in their real life.”

Now in her 33rd year with 
the CSO, Frank finds that 
this piece is deeply relevant, 
especially considering that 
Chautauquans are heading 
into the Week Six theme of 
“The Global Rise of Authori-
tarianism.”

“This piece is really about 
the danger of unchecked 
power and what can happen, 
does happen and has hap-
pened,” Frank said. “It’s very 
telling of the moment repeat-
ing itself.”

Milanov draws compari-
sons between the similarities 
between The Great Purge, 

which had widespread dis-
appearances of the Soviet 
Union’s political opponents, 
and events in the United 
States of individuals wearing 
masks deciding who does not 
belong, without justification. 

Stern feels that when 
learning history isn’t enough 
to stop ourselves from re-
peating it, music can bridge 
that gap of empathy. 

Mediums like music are 
important in that they “can 
really put us into the feeling 
of what that feels like to be 
suppressed, or to be living in 
a violent government or have 
loved ones in any sort of trou-
ble,” Stern said. “We all need 
anything that kind of helps 
us be awake. A piece of music 
like this is just so powerful in 
that way.”

CSO
FROM PAGE 1

She has authored many 
books, including Permanent 
Distortion: How Financial 
Markets Abandoned the Real 
Economy Forever, Collusion: 
How Central Bankers Rigged 
the World, It Takes a Pillage: 
Behind the Bonuses, Bail-
outs, and Backroom Deals 
from Washington to Wall 
Street and Other People’s 
Money: The Corporate Mug-
ging of America. 

Prins described perma-
nent distortion as “where 
reality falls” amidst the 
difference between the fi-

nancial market and the real 
economy.

“Permanent distortion 
is basically that disconnect 
between the behavior and 
levels of markets — stock 
markets and other forms 
of securities markets, but 
particularly stock markets 
— that everybody knows 
and sees headlines for all 
the time, and what is felt 
and what is real in the eco-
nomic lives of Americans 
and real people,” Prins said. 
“The reason for that dis-
connect is, broadly, because 
the world of Wall Street, as 
it’s subsidized by the feder-
al reserve and by extension 

of central banks in their 
financial systems around 
the world, gears itself to-
wards rewarding specula-
tion at the expense of real, 
planned, economic long-
term development, such as 
infrastructure and energy 
and the intersection of so-
cial and economic necessi-
ties like hospital, schools, 
affordable housing.”

Prins’ time working on 
Wall Street provided her with 
an inside perspective on how 
that distortion happens. 

“I ran group and struc-
tured deals, and so what 
that meant was financial 
engineering (of) products 

on top of financial engi-
neering of products that 
had nothing real attached 
to them,” Prins said. “When 
you do that, when you can 
afford to do that, and when 
you’re bailed out to do that 
and when there’s still $6.8 
trillion worth of debt sub-
sidizing that on the book 
of the federal reserve, then 
you take risks. You don’t 
worry about building, and 
you use that money to lob-
by and you use that money 
to buy back stock and you 
do that with your clients, 
whether it’s in tech or AI 
firms or whatever it might 
be. The combination of all 

of that contributes to a 
stock market.”

Such financial practices, 
driven not by innovation 
but through leverage and 
policy incentives, fuel this 
economic gap between ap-
pearance and substance.

“You get to the point 
where the value of compa-
nies doesn’t actually match 
what they’re producing,” 
Prins said. “But if they’re 
rewarded in an outsized 
capacity because the mon-
ey and the leverage and the 
regulations are all pointing 
in the direction of that being 
the case, you don’t look at the 
long-term as much — not not 

at all, but not as much — and 
therefore that distortion gets 
wider and wider.”

Still, Prins suggests that 
this time of instability could 
be one of redirection, as well.

“We are at a moment 
where things are shifting, 
but we need to have the 
wisdom, and the courage 
and the push to shift them 
in the right direction,” Prins 
said. “That requires some 
bold moves and to basical-
ly be cognizant of the fact 
that bold has happened, it 
needs to happen, and seeds 
are there to make it happen, 
but there’s a lot of work that 
needs to be done.”

LECTURE
FROM PAGE 1

This piece is really about the danger of unchecked 
power and what can happen, does happen and has 
happened. It’s very telling of the moment repeating 
itself.”

—CYNTHIA FRANK
Violist, 

Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
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Symphony No. 11 (‘The 
Year 1905’), Op. 103
Dmitri Shostakovich

Dmitri Dmitriyevich 
Shostakovich, one of the 
Soviet Union’s greatest 
composers, was born in 
St. Petersburg on Sept. 12, 
1906, and died in Moscow 
on Aug. 9, 1975. Although 
he composed in a wide va-
riety of genres, he is best 
known for his 15 sympho-
nies, works that stand 
among the finest examples 
of the genre from the mid-
20th century. His Sympho-
ny No. 11 was composed in 
1957 and first performed 
on Oct. 30 of that year by 
the USSR Symphony under 
the baton of Natan Rakh-
lin. The work earned him 
the Lenin Prize in 1958. It is 
scored for three flutes (third 
doubling on piccolo), three 
oboes (third doubling En-
glish horn), three clarinets 
(third doubling bass clari-
net), three bassoons (third 
doubling contrabassoon), 
four horns, three trum-
pets, three trombones, tuba, 
timpani, percussion, two  
harps, celesta and strings.

The era following the 
death of Joseph Stalin in 
1953 was a time of transition 
for Dmitri Shostakovich. It 
has been surmised that the 
composer’s Tenth Sympho-
ny represents, especially in 
its ferocious second move-
ment, a savage caricature 
of “Uncle Joe.” The “thaw” 

under the leadership of 
Nikita Khrushchev, a pol-
itician who renounced at 
least some of Stalin’s more 
severe policies, paved the 
way for Shostakovich to re-
suscitate some of his ear-
lier works that had been 
denounced by Soviet offi-
cialdom. In August 1954, he 
was declared the “People’s 
Artist of the USSR.” Two 
years later, he received the 
Order of Lenin. A few years 
later, Shostakovich was 
allowed to travel abroad, 
visiting England (where 
he met Benjamin Britten) 
and, in November 1959, the 
United States. Some of the 
composer’s finest works 
appeared in those years 
— the autobiographical 
Eighth String Quartet, and 
the First Cello Concerto, 
a work commissioned by 
the great virtuoso Mstislav 
Rostropovich. Indeed, the 
premiere recording of the 
“Cello Concerto” was made 
with Rostropovich joining 
Eugene Ormandy and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, all 
under the supervision of 
the composer. Even as the 
politburo activated five-
year plans and Premier 
Khrushchev was threat-
ening to “bury” the West, 
Shostakovich became the 
artistic poster boy of a 
seemingly resurgent Soviet 
culture. But lying under-
neath the surface lay the 
composer’s musical sig-
nature, four notes derived 
from the German nomen-

clature for the initials D – S 
(= E-flat) – C – H (= B-natu-
ral), i.e., D. SCHostakovich. 
He uses this motto in the 
Tenth Symphony, Eighth 
Quartet and Cello Concer-
to, and whenever this mot-
to appears, the composer 
sends out a warning that 
things are not as well as 
they may seem. Ever ner-
vous that officialdom might 
turn against him, as it had 
done in the 1930s, Shosta-
kovich took a risk by using 
the motto so prominently in  
high profile compositions.

Perhaps by way of 
demonstrating his appreci-
ation for his newfound ar-
tistic freedom, or perhaps 
as a ruse to keep official-
dom happy, Shostakovich 
authored a series of works 
in the late 1950s in various 
genres, including film mu-
sic, which gave the impres-
sion of his whole-hearted 
endorsement of “socialist 
realism.” It was from this 
milieu that the Eleventh 
and Twelfth Symphonies 
emerged. Symphony No. 11 

(“The Year 1905”) and Sym-
phony No. 12 (“The Year 
1917”) represented a pair 
that reflected the origins of 
the Soviet Revolution (Jan-
uary 1905 was marked by 
the “Bloody Sunday” mas-
sacre of protestors in St. 
Petersburg). They also mir-
ror each other structurally 
by having titled movements 
that are played without any 
pause between them.

The titles of the move-
ments are “Palace Square,” 
“The Ninth of January,” 
“Eternal Memory” and 
“The Alarm Bell (Nabat).” 
Embedded in the themat-
ic material of the work are 
revolutionary and prison 
songs. Three of these songs 
dominate the first move-
ment: “Listen,” “The Con-
vict” and “Lord, Have Mer-
cy on Us.” Ominous strokes 
on the kettledrums in the 
first movement depict the 
nervous anticipation of 
the peasants awaiting the 
appearance of the Czar. 
The violent second move-
ment portrays the massa-

cre of the protesters. Here, 
Shostakovich makes use of 
a theme from his own “Ten 
Choruses on Texts by Revo-
lutionary Poets,” composed 
in 1951. “Eternal Memory” is 
a funeral march that incor-
porates two songs: “You Fell 
as Victims” (a favorite of Le-
nin) and the more powerful 
“Greetings to You, Unfet-
tered Freedom.” The con-
cluding movement, “The 
Alarm Bell” (also translated 
as “Tocsin”), makes use of 
the song “Rage, Tyrants,” 
which also was associated 
with the Polish resistance 
to the Russian annexation 
of 1863.

This last musical ref-
erence is of particular 
interest. While many in-
terpreted Shostakovich’s 
Eleventh Symphony as 
the composer’s unfortu-
nate capitulation to Soviet 
orthodoxy, others heard 
it as his response to the 
Hungarian Revolution of 
1957. Shostakovich him-
self, ever in fear of ar-
rest on political grounds, 
would never overtly tip his 
hand as to hidden mean-
ing in his works. However, 
when the choreographer  
Igor Belsky created a bal-
let based on the Eleventh 
Symphony, according to 
the testimony of Zoya To-
mashevskaya, Belsky met 
with Shostakovich who 
allegedly said, “Don’t for-
get that I wrote that sym-
phony in the aftermath of  
the Hungarian Uprising.”

As is the case with many 
of Shostakovich’s works, 
conflicting narratives exist 
that have generated con-
troversy about the com-
poser’s sincerity in writing 
works that express some 
ideal of “socialist realism.” 
The biting sarcasm of the 
music, often quite fero-
cious as we hear in many 
episodes of the Eleventh 
Symphony, can be taken at 
face value. Perhaps we will 
never know the truth about 
what the composer had in 
mind. But what we do know 
is that Shostakovich, in his 
15 symphonies, represent-
ed the 20th century’s most 
compelling exponent of the 
genre. These works contin-
ue not only to entertain au-
diences, but to provoke us 
emotionally and intellectu-
ally as well.

David B. Levy is profes-
sor emeritus of music at 
Wake Forest University. He 
holds a doctorate in musi-
cology from the University 
of Rochester and remains 
actively involved in schol-
arly pursuits. His primary 
focus has been on the music 
of Ludwig van Beethoven, 
about which he has pub-
lished numerous articles 
and a book, Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, published 
by Yale University Press. 
He will give a Pre-Concert 
Lecture at 6:45 p.m. tonight 
in Hultquist 101.

SYMPHONY NOTES
BY DAVID B. LEV Y

Baptist House
Vespers is at 7 p.m. tonight 
at the Baptist House. Scott 
White, executive pastor at 
Central Baptist Church in 
Crossville, Tennessee, will 
lead a Bible study on 3 John.

Blessing and Healing 
Daily Service
The Service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 to 
10:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Randell Chapel of the United 
Church of Christ. Headquar-
ters are located on Odland 
Plaza. All are welcome.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Daily Mass is celebrated at 
8:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd. 

There will be a Catho-
lic Seminar at 12:45 p.m. 
today in the Methodist 
House Chapel. The Rev. 
Ryan Keating — parochi-
al vicar, Parish Family No. 
7, West Seneca, New York 
— will present “Mental  
Health Support, Spirituali-
ty and Ministry.”

There will be a Catholic 
Seminar at 12:45 p.m. Fri-
day in the Methodist House 
Chapel. Jon Schmitz, archi-
vist and historian for Chau-
tauqua Institution, of May-
ville, New York, will present 
“The Narrow Gate Pass: How 
Chautauqua Came to Include 
American Catholicism.”

Chabad Jewish House
“Donuts and Latkes,” part of 
Tasting & Exploring Jewish 
Holiday Cuisine – Chanu-
kah, is at 9:15 a.m. today in 
the Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. Uncover the flavors 
and meanings behind the 
traditional Jewish Holiday 
foods. This class will ex-

plore their significance and 
symbolism, while offering 
participants the opportu-
nity to actually taste and 
enjoy the foods that will be 
discussed in this interac-
tive and savoring class. 

Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads a class on “Jewish 
Mysticism and Philosophy” 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Fri-
day in the ZCJH. Explore 
the rich and profound world 
of Jewish thought through 
the lenses of mysticism and 
philosophy. This course 
delves into key themes such 
as the nature of God, the 
soul, free will, creation and 
the purpose of existence. 
No prior background re-
quired — just curiosity and 
a desire to dive deep. 

Challah Baking Class is 
from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Friday 
in the ZCJH as part of the 
“Miriam Gurary Challah 
Baking Series.” Discover the 
meaning of Shabbat foods 
and rituals while making 
and braiding challah.

Vilenkin will give a spe-
cial lecture on “Positive 
Living Everyday” at 3:30 
p.m. Friday in the Hall of 
Philosophy. How can I get 
myself to think positive? 
Can I overcome my anx-
iety? Is the world really 
a good place? If you have 
these questions, then this 
lecture is for you. 

Chautauqua Prays 
for Peace through 
Compassion 
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 to 9 a.m. 
weekdays around the Peace 
Pole in the Hall of Missions 
Grove. The all-faith prayer is 
led by a different denomina-
tion each week, and prayer 
handouts are distributed dai-
ly. All are welcome.

Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 as a place 
of quiet study and prayer. You 
may study this week’s Bible 
lesson “Truth,” read Christian 
Science periodicals, including 
The Christian Science Mon-
itor, and use our comput-
er-based church resources.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed at 7:45 a.m. Weekdays in 
the chapel.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food items 
for the Ashville Food Pantry. 
Donations may be dropped 
off any time at the Scott en-
trance of Hurlbut Church.

Hebrew Congregation
Rabbi Elle Muhlbaum and 
Cantor Vladimir Lapin of 
Congregation Mishkan Or 
in Beachwood, Ohio, lead 
Kabbalat Shabbat: Wel-
coming the Shabbat Ser-
vice at 5 p.m. Friday in 
Miller Park. Rain location 
is Smith Wilkes Hall; call 
716-SHABBAT (716-742-
2228) for service location 
information if the weather 
is questionable. There is no 
Shabbat’zza this week.

Muhlbaum and Lapin lead 
Torah Study: Today’s Torah 
for Today’s Times at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday in the low-
er level of Hurlbut Church, 

and then Shabbat Morning 
Service at 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day in the Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary. Kiddush lunch 
to follow.

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church is cook-
ing, and everyone’s invited. 
The church serves lunch 
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
weekdays and dinner from 
5 to 6:30 p.m. Thursdays 
at Hurlbut Church. All pro-
ceeds benefit the mission 
and ministries of the Hurl-
but Church. Meals are eat-
in or takeout.

Labyrinth  
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends. 
It is located next to Turner 
Community Center. It is ac-
cessible through the Turn-
er building or through the 
Turner parking lot if arriv-
ing via Route 394. Bus and 
tram services are available 
to Turner. Remember your 
gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Bill Coleman pre-
sides at Vespers at 7 p.m. to-
night at the Lutheran House.

The Lutheran House 
hosts Chautauqua Dia-
logues at 12:30 p.m. Friday. 
We are located on the Brick 
Walk at the corner of Peck 
and Clark.

Mystic Heart Meditation 
Program
Mateo Mortellaro leads Ti-
betan Buddhist Meditation 
at 7:45 a.m. weekdays in the 
Presbyterian House Chap-
el. Mortellaro also leads a 
seminar at 12:30 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Missions.

Monte Thompson leads 
“Movement and Medita-
tion” from 8:30 to 8:45 a.m. 
Friday in the Hall of Philos-
ophy Grove.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invited 
for coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and lemonade in between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture each week-
day morning on the porch. 

The 2025 Annual Meet-
ing of the Presbyterian 
Association takes place at 
4 p.m. today in the Presby-
terian House Chapel.  A re-
ception follows in the lower 
patio garden.  

The Rev. Blair Moorhead 
presents “Loving God in 
Prayer and Action — Prayers 
of the People” at the 7 p.m. 
Vespers tonight in the Pres-
byterian House Chapel.

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)
Colin Saxton, our Friend of 
the Week (Chaplain), leads 
BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s 

Perspective on the Theme 
of the Week at 12:30 p.m. 
today at the Quaker House, 
28 Ames.

Unitarian Universalist 
Chautauqua Dialogues is at 
3:30 p.m. Friday in the U.U. 
Denominational House.

United Methodist
At 7 p.m. tonight in our par-
lor, the Rev. Natalie Hanson 
will discuss “Can We Talk? 
Muslims, Jews, and Chris-
tians after October 7th?”

Join us at 10 p.m. (af-
ter or during the Amp 
event) Friday on the United  
Methodist House Porch for 
free popcorn.

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday in 
the Hall of Missions.

For details, visit www.
unitychq.org.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

T H A N K  Y O U

Lewis Miller Circle members 
Anna Linn and Robert Kane

Every gift makes a difference!

Philanthropy  
in ActionI N S T I T U T I O N

A free, 90-minute workshop to 
help create a Chautauqua where 
everyone belongs! 

Monday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 

Registration encouraged.  
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

Creating an  
Inclusive Chautauqua

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 

Call our office to get 
the Daily at your door! 
716-357-6235

SUBSCRIPTIONS
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C L A S S I F I E D S

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 9, 2025
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua Corporation 

will be held Saturday, August 9, 2025, beginning at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall 
of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, New York. At that 
time, the Corporation will review the Institution’s financial statements 
and elect an individual to serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of 
Trustees pursuant to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s 
audited financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/
board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee must be 
submitted by a member of the Corporation.

 All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be identified in 
writing to the Secretary of Chautauqua Institution not more than thirty 
(30) (July 9, 2025) and not less than fifteen (15) (July 25, 2025) days in 
advance of the scheduled date (i.e., the annual meeting of the Members 
of the Corporation) for their election to provide the Secretary with 
sufficient time to ensure that each such nominee is eligible for election 
as a Class B Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the 
compliance by the nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements 
of the Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New 
York State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and to make adequate 
arrangements for the time-consuming logistics associated with 
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B Trustee at 
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation. To be placed on 
the ballot for election, each nominee for the position of Class B Trustee 
must submit to the Corporate Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 
the third (3rd) business day after a request by the Corporate Secretary, 
any and all documents and related information reasonably requested 
by the Corporate Secretary to verify the nominee’s eligibility as a Class 
B Trustee. For purposes of the election of any Class B Trustee, the 
Members of the Corporation entitled to vote at any annual meeting (and 
their voting designees or holders of proxies) shall be as reflected on 
the books and records of the Chautauqua Institution on and as of a 
record date that is fifteen (15) (July 25, 2025) days prior to the date of 
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation. Members may 
self-nominate or be nominated by other members. Anyone wishing to 
nominate a candidate should request a Nomination Form by contacting 
the Secretary at srozner@chq.org or 716-357-6246. Members may 
self-nominate or be nominated by other members. Anyone wishing to 
nominate a candidate should request a Nomination Form by contacting 
the Secretary at srozner@chq.org or 716-357-6246.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the 
Saturday, August 9, 2025, Annual Corporation meeting must assign and 
complete the voter designation form which must be received and filed 
with the secretary of the Corporation no later than 15 days (July 25, 
2025) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the 

Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner, at srozner@chq.org. Voters 
wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than July 25, 2025.
Note: All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be 
issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the 
Corporate Secretary, Shannon Rozner at srozner@chq.org. Note: All 
proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be issued by 
the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the Corporate 
Secretary, Shannon Rozner at srozner@chq.org

The David and Wendy Ba-
rensfeld Lectureship Fund 
is supporting the 10:45 a.m. 
lecture by Nomi Prins to-
day in the Amphitheater. 
The lectureship was estab-
lished in 2010 by Ellwood 
Group and David and Wen-
dy Barensfeld. The fund of-
fers support to the Institu-
tion’s lecture platform. 

David serves as chair-
man of the board of Ellwood 

Group a family-owned 
company that manufac-
tures specialty metal forg-
ings and castings for heavy 
capital equipment. 

Ellwood Group operates 
plants in small towns in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Tex-
as and elsewhere, where 
it works to encourage en-
gagement in local commu-
nity institutions. 

Wendy is a community 

volunteer. She was former-
ly president of the River-
side School District board 
in Beaver County, Pennsyl-
vania, and is the founder of 
the Ellwood City, Pennsyl-
vania, farmer’s market. At 
Chautauqua, she served as a 
member of the Architectural 
and Land Use Study Group 
and a volunteer for efforts 
to reimagine the garden at 
Miller Edison Cottage. 

The Barensfelds first 
came to Chautauqua in 1987 
with their three daugh-
ters. They share a love of 
Chautauqua as a preserva-
tion-worthy “cultural land-
scape” of historical build-
ings and trees that provides 
a uniquely appropriate set-
ting for the Institution’s 
21st-century program.

The Beverly & Bruce Con-
ner Endowment for Edu-
cation, a fund held in the 
Chautauqua Foundation, 
is supporting the 3:30 p.m. 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle presenta-
tion by researcher and au-
thor Cat Bohannon today 

in the Hall of Philosophy. 
The endowment was estab-
lished in 2006 by D. Bruce 
Conner and Beverly F. Utley 
Conner of Camp Hill, Penn-
sylvania. The fund was cre-
ated to support the lecture 
and education programs of 
Chautauqua Institution.

Conner Endowment 
supports Bohannon

The Eileen and Warren 
Martin Lectureship Fund 
for Emerging Studies in Bi-
ble and Theology is provid-
ing support for the 2 p.m. 
Interfaith Lecture by Clau-
dia Strauss today in the 
Hall of Philosophy. Warren 
Martin established this 
permanent endowment 
fund in 2007 to enhance 
lectures sponsored by the 
Department of Religion on 
topics of emerging and/or 
cutting-edge studies in Bi-
ble and theology, with the 
ultimate goal of encourag-

ing new understanding of 
previous scholarship. 

Inspiration from the lec-
tures of many theologians, 
such as Marcus Borg and 
John Dominic Crossan, ig-
nited the Rev. Martin’s in-
terest in creating an annu-
al lectureship to support 
progressive thought in the 
field of religion. 

Although Eileen McCann 
Martin died in 2005, War-
ren’s gift, like every other 
aspect of his life, was made 
in tandem with her wishes. 
Warren died in 2017.

Martin Lectureship 
supports Strauss

The Dent and Joan Wil-
liamson Fund for the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra and the Lewis Miller 
Memorial Fund are provid-
ing support for the perfor-
mance by the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra at 
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater. 

The Williamsons estab-
lished the fund in 2008 for 
the purpose of enhanc-
ing the work of the CSO. 
Dent was a longtime flutist 
with the CSO and retired 
in 2002 after 35 years of 
playing in the ensemble. He 
joined the orchestra as sec-
ond flute in 1968. Through-
out his tenure, Williamson 
served in many capacities, 
including the orchestra 
committee and as the or-
chestra’s librarian, a posi-
tion he held from 1981 until 
his retirement. Williamson 
received his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from the 
New England Conservatory 
of Music. Later, he earned 
his Doctor of Musical Arts 
from the Combs College of 
Music in Philadelphia. Dent 
died in 2020.

Joan Williamson is also a 
retired musician and is also 
retired from the staff of 
TCNJ library. A graduate of 
Indiana University School 

of Music in Bloomington, 
Joan played one season as 
the regular second bas-
soonist with the CSO and 
frequently thereafter as a 
substitute or extra player.

Also providing support is 
the Lewis Miller Memorial 
Fund. The fund pays tribute 
to Chautauqua’s cofounder. 
It was established in 1932 
by Miller’s daughter, Mina 
Miller Edison (Mrs. Thom-
as Alva Edison) in memory 
of her father, who engaged 
the interest of the Rev. John 
Heyl Vincent in his plan to 
launch the first Chautauqua 
Sunday School Assembly. 

The Lewis Miller Me-
morial Fund was creat-
ed to honor the man “who 
through his many years 
of business activity as in-
ventor and manufactur-
er was nevertheless at all 
times actively interested 
in the promotion of edu-
cation and, to the end, that 
its procurement might be 
possible to all persons de-
sirous of having their lives 
augmented, their visions 
broadened and their un-
derstanding enlarged, con-
ceived Chautauqua Institu-
tion and became one of its 
founders and benefactors.”

Williamson, Miller 
funds support CSO’s 
Shostakovich concert

FOR SALE

For sale: 24 ft Manitou Pontoon 
with 115 HP Yamaha, only 248 
hours usage $35,000 obo. Call 
520-906-9186

HELP WANTED

SERVER  NEEDED  TALLY  
HO...GOOD  TIPS..  BREAKFAST  
AND  DINNER.. HOUSING  AND 
FOOD  INCLUDED 

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

SERVICES

YOUR BREAKFAST IS READY. 
Enjoy homemade Pancakes, 
Omlettes, Sour Dough, French 
Toast, and more. Prepared to 
order. Tally Ho - 16 Morris Ave
ENJOY DINNER AT TALLY HO. 
ALA CARTE MENU: BBQ Ribs, 
Salmon, Shrimp, Maryland Crab 
Cakes, and Grilled Sirlion. 16 
MORRIS AVE.

SERVICES

‘YOUR BREAKFAST IS  READY 
“  7:45 TIL 9:45  Tally  Ho  16 
Morris Our  Famous Buttermilk 
Pancakes...Sour Dough  French 
Toas t . .   Gourmet  3  f i l i ng  
Omelettes Fruit Parfaits.. Veranda  
or  dining room  seating 

Barensfeld Lectureship provides for Prins
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L E C T U R E

CODY ENGLANDER
STAFF WRITER

Mihir A. Desai said he had 
usually has two choices when 
giving a lecture — present a 
finely crafted jewel of an ar-
gument, or an overflowing 
garden that needs pruning.

Since it’s Chautauqua, “I 
have chosen the latter,” De-
sai said. “... I want to pres-
ent something a little raw. 
That’s what you’re going to 
get today.”

At 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
in the Amphitheater, Harvard 
Law Professor Desai critiqued 
the current state of financial 
markets in his lecture “The 
Era of Magical Thinking,” part 
of Chautauqua Lecture Series’ 
Week Five theme, “Innovation 
in Capitalism: How to Meet 
21st-Century Challenges?”

At Harvard, Desai is also 
the Mizuho Financial Group 
Professor of Finance at 
Harvard Business School. 
His focus includes tax pol-
icy, international finance 
and corporate finance.

His research has been 
cited in publications in-
cluding The Economist, 
BusinessWeek and The New 
York Times. He’s written for 
practitioners in the Harvard 
Business Review on how to 
reform the U.S. tax system.

Desai has testified in 
front of Congressional bod-
ies, most recently with the 
Senate Finance Committee 
on corporate tax reform 
and inversions. He is cur-
rently a research associate 
in the National Bureau of 
Economic Research’s Public 
Economics and Corporate 
Finance Programs.

Desai began the lec-
ture with an analogy that 
financial markets work as 
a system with lamps and 
mirrors. Mirrors are used 
to reflect economic reality. 
Lamps are used to show us 
the way forward.

“Lamps show us the fu-
ture because that is what 
financial markets do,” Desai 
said. “They look into the fu-
ture, try to figure it out and 
bring it back to the present. 
That’s why they’re beautiful 
and wonderful.”

However, he believes 
that financial markets ar-
en’t in a positive state for 
multiple reasons, as they’ve 
abandoned the mirror and 
lamp system.

“They have become, 
I think, mechanisms for 
manufacturing wealth, 
extracting wealth and to 
some degree, redistributing 
wealth,” Desai said. “That’s 
not a mirror. That’s not a 
lamp. That is something 
completely different.”

This explains the title of 
the lecture and the concept 
of magical thinking, an idea 
where one’s actions don’t di-
rectly impact reality — in this 
case, the economy.

“It is the extrapolation 
of current conditions and 
deeply ahistorical, which is 
that we are on the cusp of 
a new moment that is unri-
valled,” Desai said. “That is 
magical thinking. History 
doesn’t matter.”

The concept of magical 
thinking is detached from 
economic reality and doesn’t 
value traditional econom-
ics, according to Desai. It’s 
about growth of business 
over profit.

Desai presented a series 
of slides, showing a diagram 
displaying the complexities of 
American financial markets, 
which has complicated the 
flow of commerce. He pro-
posed it should be simpler, as 
it was 150 years ago.

“Most of us had the privi-
lege of working for ourselves,” 
Desai said. “You had a farm, 
you owned a farm and you 
ran the farm. You had a shop, 
owned the shop, ran the shop. 
What is the nature of modern 
capitalism? I have shares in 
Apple. Tim Cook doesn’t al-
ways take my calls.”

With these complica-
tions comes trust that 
companies will do the right 
thing for shareholders. De-
sai can’t be sure Tim Cook 

is telling the truth when 
meeting with sharehold-
ers. Modern capitalism 
in America has separated 
ownership and control. De-
sai owns; Cook controls.

“That’s why finance mat-
ters,” Desai said. “Capital-
ism relies on the allocation 
of capital, and that’s really 
complicated when there’s 
asymmetric information 
because you don’t know 
who is telling the truth.”

Financial markets have 
been dominated, and per-
haps corrupted, by magical 
thinking, according to Desai.

To further his point, De-
sai displayed a Price-Earn-
ings (PE) ratio chart show-
ing a recent increase in 
valuation levels.

“Current valuation lev-
els are extremely high and 
have been high for the last 
10 years, 20 years, and are 
historically completely ab-
normal,” Desai said.

This preceded a peri-
od of low interest rates, 
which Desai credited to 
China’s rising influence. 
This gave way to cheap 
products, a remarkable 
change in the global econ-
omy and two decades of 
economic growth that De-
sai described as being “un-
derwritten by remarkable 
fiscal irresponsibility.”

The past decade has seen 
a change and lull in the 
economy due to many stock 
investors looking for alterna-
tive means to the tradition.

“It’s crypto. It’s NFTs. 
It is meme stocks,” Desai 
said. “… It’s broader than fi-
nancial markets. What has 
happened over the last 10 
years? It is the widening of 
corporate ambition.”

He doesn’t believe com-
panies should focus on so-
cial issues, as they aren’t 
equipped to speak on these 
topics. He noted how Pep-
si likely won’t be the one to 
solve the climate crisis.

“We have come to be-
lieve that corporations’ pri-
mary virtue is to be social 
actors. That’s deeply mag-
ical thinking,” Desai said. 
“There’s a cult of entre-
preneurship today. How do 
you change the world? You 

start your own business. 
That cult of entrepreneur-
ship is magical thinking.”

With this belief, he 
described himself as a 
“cranky old man” who pre-
fers more traditional ideas. 
Desai doesn’t think that AI 
is going to be the savior of 
the economy. He noted how 
historically new technol-
ogies are never the savior, 
describing AI as “a cycle of 
hype to generate returns.”

He described Elon Musk 
as the personification of this 
idea. While Desai can name 
30 businessmen better than 
Musk, he believes Musk’s ge-
nius comes from the ability to 
work in the financial markets 
by creating a financial cult.

In such a cult, “you cre-
ate remarkably unverifiable 
promises way out into the 
future,” said Desai. “You 
raise money at extreme-
ly cheap levels because you 
manufacture and you ensure 
that the first five years are 
remarkable returns.”

Desai noted how Musk 
follows the wealth and trans-
forms his company into 
whatever is the most relevant 
way to creating the greatest 
possible revenue return.

“His wealth comes from 
convincing investors that 
Tesla is not a car company, it 
is a software company,” Desai 
said. “Now it’s not a software 
company, it’s an AI company. 
Why? Because that’s where 
the money is. That’s the 
source of his wealth.”

Desai believed that the 
further off the promise, 
the better. He noted Musk’s 
idea to go Mars as one of 
the far out promises and 
described the trust many 
have in Musk-like figures as 
“Messianic.”

Desai noted this wealth 
comes with power, which 
could be seen through 
Musk’s role in the Trump 
Administration.

While he believes in fi-
nancial markets, Desai is 
not a fan of the current 
state of these markets. He 
showed three charts to in-
dicate in his point. 

The first were the stocks 
of companies known as the 
“Magnificent Seven” — the 

rare few that dominate 
the financial market. That 
chart showed increased 
stock value over a long pe-
riod of time.

The second chart in-
dicated more stagnant 
growth, made up of compa-
nies Desai called the “Un-
magnificent 400.”

“To put it in technical 
terms, they’re probably not 
beating their cost to capi-
tal,” he said. “They’re hov-
ering along and have been 
doing it.”

The last chart showed 
is a sharp increase, slight 
stagnation and then a 
sharp decrease. And, Desai 
said, it’s the second-best 
scenario for companies 
that will never be among 
the Magnificent Seven.

“People believe these 
promises during these pe-
riods (of sharp increase),” 
Desai said. “Then I sell at 
the peak, I raise money at 
the peak and then it falls 
apart. And I sell out at the 
top. I being who? Insid-
ers, funders, sponsors, all 
kinds of folks. And I cloak 
myself in valuation. But 
I have ridden the roller 
coaster perfectly. I don’t 
have to get it perfect. If I 
am close to getting it right, 
I will win.”

According to Desai, these 
people have played the mar-
kets and won. This doesn’t 
account for the people who 
have lost. Oftentimes, these 
are the individuals who in-
vested during the slight stag-
nation period.

This has drawn people to 
the idea of investing in huge 
payoffs as opposed to invest-
ing for long-term payoffs.

“I think everybody is 
looking for a lottery-like 
payoff,” Desai said. “What 
does that mean? I’m going 
to go work at that fund, that 
start-up. Why? I’m buying a 
lottery ticket. We’re all just 
buying lottery tickets. And 
I’m buying lottery tickets 
with my human capital.”

This idea is often perpetu-
ated by young men, cited De-
sai. He calls this “Bronance.”

The concept of “Bronance” 
is focused on zero day op-
tions, which are stocks that 
expire day of. It’s based on 
short-term investment.

“They’re not deeply in-
vestigating the future of 
United Health to see if it’s a 
buy,” Desai said. “That’s not 
what’s going on, which is 
what we thought was going 
to go on in the mirror and 

the lamp world.”
With short-term invest-

ments, he believes magi-
cal thinking will die hard. 
There will be a point in 
time when enough promis-
es go unfulfilled.

“So look, as an economist, 
it’s been a tough 15 years,” 
Desai said. “Every time you 
teach finance, someone is 
like, ‘What do you think 
about crypto?’ And I think 
it is a perfectly speculative 
asset with no underlying 
economic reality.”

Although the decline 
may not be sharp, Desai be-
lieves that this short-term 
economic trend will die.

“Hopefully, we return to 
the wonderful notions of 
value, value creation, com-
mon sense and tradeoffs 
that are where value is re-
ally created and is what 
economies should be do-
ing,” Desai said. 

Desai criticizes ‘magical thinking’ in financial markets

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Mihir A. Desai delivers his lecture “The Era of Magical Thinking” Wednesday in the Amphitheater as part of the Chautauqua Lecture Series’ Week Five theme, “Innovation in 
Capitalism: How to Meet 21st-Century Challenges?” 

“That’s why finance matters. Capitalism relies on the allocation of capital, and 
that’s really complicated when there’s asymmetric information because you don’t 
know who is telling the truth.”

—MIHIR A. DESAI 
Mizuho Financial Group Professor of Finance, 

Harvard Business School
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P R O G R A M

Th
THURSDAY

JULY 24

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30	 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Kate 
Mayberry. Corner of Massey & 
Hawthorne

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Mateo Mortellaro (Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation.) Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions 

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
The Rev. Canon Stephanie 
Spellers. Assisting Priest, St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church.  
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly.

9:15	 Tasting and Exploring Jewish 
Holiday Cuisine — Chanukah. 
Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:00	 (10-1) Classics with Brian 
Hannah on WQLN NPR. Live radio 
broadcasting. Author’s Alcove

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. UCC 
Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Nomi Prins, economist, financial 
historian; author, Permanent 
Distortion. Amphitheater and  
CHQ Assembly

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial Library 
Upstairs Classroom)

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center

11:00	 Contemplative Lab (Programmed 
by the African American Heritage 
House.) “Becoming a Good 
Ancestor.” Seann Goodman, 
director of mission, culture and 
inclusive community; Regina 
Smith, chief of staff, vice president 
of mission, culture, and inclusive 
community, Naropa University. 
African American Heritage House, 
40 Scott

12:00	 (12-2) Play CHQ. Pompom 
Caterpillars. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Book Review. (Programmed by the 
Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
Destiny Kinal, author, Oil and Water. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni  
Hall Porch

12:15	 (12:15-1:15) CHQ Assembly 
Pop-Up Help Desk. The Smith 
Memorial Library

12:15	 CTC Theater Chats. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Theater Company.) “CTC Fellows: 
A Showcase of One Acts.” CTC 
Directing and Design Fellows. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30	 Authors at the Smith. John 
DeDakis. Smith Memorial Library

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Presenter: 
Mateo Mortellaro (Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation.) Hall  
of Missions

12:30	 BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s 
Perspective on the Theme of the 
Week. Colin Saxton, Friend of the 
Week (Chaplain). Quaker House, 
28 Ames.  

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “Mental 
Health Support, Spirituality and 
Ministry.” The Rev. Ryan Keating, 
parochial vicar, Parish Family No. 7, 
West Seneca, New York. Methodist 
House Chapel  

12:45	 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:30	 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage and 
Garden Tours. Caroline Acker 
and Betsy Burgeson. Free Tickets 
Available at Smith Memorial 
Library. Miller Cottage

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Claudia Strauss, Jean M. Pitzer 
Professor of Anthropology, Pitzer 
College. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly 

2:00	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Execution 
of Justice. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Ocean 
With David Attenborough.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

3:00	 Christian Science House Talk. 
“Out From The Shadows: Women 
of the Bible.” Madelon Maupin, 
founder, BibleRoads. Hurlbut 
Church Sanctuary

3:30	 Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua Workshop 
(Programmed by the IDEA Office). 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Prose Room

3:30	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Cat Bohannon, 
author, Eve: How the Female Body 
Drove 200 Million Years of Human 
Evolution. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department  
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Baptist House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

4:00	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Dedicated to discussion of 
previous day’s AAHH lecture. 
African American Heritage House, 
40 Scott

4:00	 School of Music Piano Program 
Recital. Sherwood-Marsh 101

4:00	 (4-6) Play CHQ. Frogs and 
Slingshots. Timothy’s Playground

4:15	 Twan’s Thursday Bird Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Twan 
Leenders, ecological restoration 
manager, Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy. Pier Building

4:30 	 Chautauqua Softball League. Co-
Ed Game. Sharpe Field.

5:00	 Film Screening. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) Double Feature: “Purple 
Mountains” and “The Hypocrite,” 
with Erin Sprague and Auden 
Schendler. Free with Traditional 
Gate Pass. Chautauqua Cinema

5:30	 (5:30-7) Cocktails and Cole Porter 
… and Friends. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Featuring Brad Schrader and Peter 
Brodhead. Fee. Register on CWC 
website. CWC House

5:30	 Drop-in Softball. Sharpe Field

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ House

6:45	 Pre-Concert Lecture. David B. 
Levy. Hultquist Center 101

7:30	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Execution 
of Justice. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15	 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. “Shostakovich 
11.” Rossen Milanov, conductor. 
Amphitheater

	 • Dmitri Shostakovich: Symphony 
No. 11

8:35	 Cinema Film Screening. “The Life 
Of Chuck.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema
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6:00	 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00	 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Mateo Mortellaro (Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation.) Presbyterian 
House Chapel

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:30	 (8:30–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

8:45	 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55	 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00	 Jack's Nature Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. 
The Rev. Canon Stephanie 
Spellers. Assisting Priest, St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15	 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) “Jewish 
Mysticism & Philosophy.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:30	 Contemplative Lab (Programmed 
by the African American Heritage 
House.) Becoming a Good Ancestor. 
Seann Goodman, director of 
mission, culture and inclusive 
community, Regina Smith, chief 
of staff, vice president of mission, 
culture, and inclusive community, 
Naropa University. African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott.

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Oren Cass, chief economist, 
American Compass; author, 
The Once and Future Worker: A 
Vision for the Renewal of Work in 
America. Amphitheater and  
CHQ Assembly

11:00	 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions 
Open. Strohl Art Center

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. 
(Programmed by the Chautauqua 
Women’s Club.) Behind Colonnade

12:00	 (12-2) Stonework Play with Diana 
Suskind. Smith Memorial Library

12:15	 Summer on the Steps. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Literary Arts.) Young Writers' 
Institute Performance. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Challah Baking Class. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

12:15	 Twelve-Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Betsy's Garden Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of garden 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Stormwater Park, 
Palestine & Root

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Jumu'ah Prayer Service 
will follow. Hall of Christ 
Sanctuary

12:45	 Catholic Speaker Series. “The 
Narrow Gate Pass: How Chautauqua 
Came to Include American 
Catholicism.” Jon Schmitz, archivist 
and historian, Chautauqua Institution. 
Methodist House Chapel

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:15	 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 
10 copies of one page of poetry 
or prose. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Poetry Room

1:30	 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

I N  T H I S  E G G -C O N O MY ?

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Elizabeth Anderson, Max Shaye 
Professor of Public Philosophy, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
Hall of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00	 THEATER. Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents Execution 
of Justice. (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Closing Performance. 
Bratton Theater

2:00	 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the 
door. CWC House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) U.U. House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Sponsored by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall

3:30	 Jewish Lecture Series 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion) "Positive Living 
Everyday." Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Authors at the Smith. Rachel 
Hollander. Smith Memorial 
Library

4:00	 School of Music Piano Guest 
Faculty Recital. Sara Davis 
Buechner. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:00	 School of Music. Masterclass 
with Ilya Kaler, violin. Fletcher 
Music Hall

5:00	 Hebrew Congregation Evening 
Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat.” 
Rabbi Elle Muhlbaum; Cantor 
Vladimir Lapin; Congregation 
Mishkan Or, Beachwood, Ohio. 
Rain location: Smith Wilkes Hall. 
No Shabbat’zza. Miller Park

5:00	 Chautauqua Softball League 
Make Up Games. Sharpe Field

6:30	 Summer Scholars at 
Chautauqua—Final 
Presentations. Hall of Philosophy.

6:30	 School of Music. Double Bass 
Studio Recital. Fletcher Music Hall

7:30	 Sung Compline. (Programmed by 
the Episcopal Cottage.) Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd.

7:30	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Guster & The Mountain Goats. 
Amphitheater 

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Group One teacher Molly Stecker removes an un-cracked egg from a protective capsule — built mostly from painter’s tape and 
foam — made by Lila Zellers and Louisa Rogers during the Children’s School egg drop Wednesday at the Sheldon Hall of Education. Above 
left, Stecker removes a (mostly) unharmed egg from a capsule that Max Barensfeld, Levi Saulson and Benjamin Turney made out of 
popsicle sticks, tape, foam letters and plastic Easter eggs. Above right, some kids cheer while others avert their eyes in anxious anticipation 
as their egg-capsule contraptions are dropped from the balcony of Sheldon Hall.
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