
KAITLYN FINCHLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When religion is introduced 
to political conversations, 
it can often be wondered 
who it’s for — the people, 
the religious leaders or the 
politicians. When religious 
extremism is presented in 
political situations, it can 
be a dangerous play at the 
very foundations of Ameri-
can democracy.

Matthew D. Taylor, senior 
scholar at the Institute for 
Islamic, Christian and Jew-
ish Studies, will deliver his 
lecture “Christian Extrem-
ism is at the Heart of Our 

Democratic Crisis; And the 
Jan. 6 Capitol Riot Reveals 
It” at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy, closing the 
Week Six Interfaith Lecture 
Series theme “Religion’s Role 
in Conflict and Extremism.”

“The lecture really comes 
out of the book I published 
this past October, called The 
Violent Take It by Force,” Tay-
lor said. “The book is trying 
to understand the Capitol 
riot and the religious forces 
behind it. I focus on a specific 
network of leaders called the 
New Apostolic Reformation, 
sometimes called the NAR.”

The NAR, Taylor said, is 

what some scholars would 
call “independent, charis-
matic Christianity,” which 
is a subculture within evan-
gelicalism — or a nonde-
nominational wing of Pen-
tecostalism.

“I show in the book how 
the NAR became some of 
the most influential Chris-
tian voices supporting 
Donald Trump and became 
integral to the first admin-
istration,” he said. “They 
were of the major organiz-
ing forces for Jan. 6, and 
their theology has become 
incredibly popular in the 
Trump era.”

MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

The Avett Brothers have 
been busy since their 
third visit to Chautauqua 
three summers ago.

After Scott Avett spoke on Aug. 
24, 2022, as part of the Chautauqua 
Lecture Series theme “A Vibrant 
Tapestry: Exploring Creativity, 
Culture and Faith with Smithso-
nian Folklife Festival” and the band 
rocked out on stage later that night, 
the band has released a self-ti-
tled studio album in 2024 and 
collaborated on the Broad-
way  jukebox musical Swept 
Away, a survival tale of sail-
ors whose ship capsizes.

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater, the Avett 
Brothers will once again 
take the Amp stage, the 
latest stop on their cur-
rent tour. So far on their 
tour, they’ve played a mix 
of songs from their recent 
release along with some of 
their older hits.

The band, comprised of brothers 
and vocalists Scott and Seth Avett, 
bassist Bob Crawford, cellist Joe 
Kwon, pianist and bassist Paul De-
figlia, drummer Mike Marsh and fid-

dler Tania Elizabeth, have been nom-
inated for four Grammys and were 
inducted into the North Carolina Mu-
sic Hall of Fame; they’ve also received 
a Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Americana Music Association.

Scott and Seth Avett grew up in ru-
ral North Carolina. While at first they 

wanted to connect with the art com-
ing out of metropolitan areas in 
the East and West Coast, they 
then realized their upbringing 
held an important voice, too.

“It helped keep us, I dare to 
say, bored a little bit, and alone,” 

Scott Avett told the Daily in 
2022. “And I think that was 
nice, like alone in our heads 
and alone with time to do 
what we might do. You find 
yourself drawing and you 

find yourself imagining and 
you find yourself thinking.”

VON SMITH
STAFF WRITER

One year ago today, Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty journalist and editor 
Alsu Kurmasheva was re-
leased from Russian de-
tainment in a landmark 
prisoner swap deal along-
side Wall Street Journal 
reporter Evan Gershkov-
ich and former U.S. Ma-
rine Paul Whelan.

“Almost all of the au-
thoritarian leaders are 
using the same playbook, 
as if it was written just 
step by step,” Kurma-
sheva said. “I’m looking 
forward to talking about 
my personal experience 
as an example of the au-
thoritarian machine that 
Chautauquans have heard 
about this week.”

Kurmasheva joins Wall 
Street Journal publisher 
and CEO of Dow Jones Al-
mar Latour and U.S. hos-
tage negotiator Roger D. 
Carstens to discuss the 
“anatomy of a prisoner 
drama” to close the Week 
Six Chautauqua Lecture 
Series theme “The Global 
Rise of Authoritarianism” 
at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater.

Latour began as a news 
assistant before becoming 
a staff reporter in London, 
Stockholm, Brussels and 
New York for WSJ before 
working his way to pub-
lisher. His role as a pub-
lisher and Dow Jones CEO 
placed him in the middle 
of the fight to free Gersh-
kovich along with Kurma-
sheva and challenged his 
newsroom to rally around 
their release.

“In this particular case, 
there was tremendous 
solidarity across the news 
industry,” Latour said. 
“We keep (Gershkovich 
and Kurmsheva) in the 
spotlight so that policy-
makers but also citizens 
and readers around the 
world can be aware of 
what is going on.”

Carstens served as 
special presidential envoy 
for hostage affairs under 
the Trump and Biden ad-
ministrations and over-
saw negotiations for the 
release of Americans like 
NBA star Brittney Griner 
in 2022.

“I would say that a 
lot of the countries that 
have opposed the United 
States and our allies were 
countries that had more 
of an authoritarian bent,” 
Carstens said.

Carstens began his ca-
reer at the United States 
Military Academy West 
Point at the tail end of the 
Cold War. 

“I kind of grew up 
watching authoritarian 
governments as oppo-
nents of the United States 

of America and democra-
cy and freedom,” he said.

Kurmasheva recount-
ed being detained as she 
traveled to care for her ill 
mother in October 2023, 
not expecting to be tar-
geted outside of work.

“No moment is cer-
tain until you touch the 
ground,” Kurmasheva 
said. “I didn’t allow myself 
to hope in prison. Hope 
can be dangerous when 
there is no strategy.”

While detained, Kur-
mesheva’s American and 
Russian passports were 
confiscated, blocking her 
from leaving the coun-
try. She was then placed 
on trial and quickly con-
victed of “spreading false 
information” with a sen-
tence of six-and-a-half 
years in Russian prison.

On Aug. 1 of last year, 
Kurmasheva was released 
in a prisoner swap deal led 
by Carstens.
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, July 22, Chau-
tauquans may have noticed 
a white van making its way 
across the grounds, indi-
viduals hopping out inter-
mittently to pile empty, 
discarded cardboard boxes 
into the van as they tra-
versed the grounds.

What was that about, you 
might ask? It wasn’t mail 
theft; it was all in prepara-
tion for Chautauqua The-
ater Company’s latest New 
Play Workshop, of course.

At 6 p.m. tonight in Brat-
ton Theater, the second 
NPW of the 2025 season, All 
the Little Boxes, written by 
Vichet Chum and directed 
by Mei Ann Teo, will be pre-
sented as a staged reading. A 
talkback session will follow.

The play follows main 
character Chan, a new-
ly-hired home organizer 
packing and unpacking the 
baggage — both literally 
and metaphorically — of his 
clients and himself.

For scenic design fellow 
Sebastián Zavalza, the key to 
a successful set design was 
in the ability to tie the literal 
to the metaphorical through 
the scene’s architecture.

“We create this world 
out of those boxes them-
selves,” he said. “(The char-
acters) are psychologically 
bound to these subjects — 
they cannot let go of them, 
or they haven’t even un-
packed them yet because 
they don’t even have the 
emotional capacity to do 
so. ... They’re both living in 
it and literally, physically, 
that could be the architec-
ture of this space.”

Zavalza said the process 
of acquiring the 196 boxes 
— each meticulously turned 
inside out to hide packaging 
labels and markings — that 
make up the set was just 
one step of many in the sce-

nic design process.
One of the first con-

siderations in the process 
was how to balance estab-
lishing the scene through 
design with the play still 
being in its earliest stages. 
Because it is a new play be-
ing workshopped and not 
a fully produced piece of 
theater, All the Little Boxes 
will undergo revisions and 
changes every day as con-
versations are had and cre-
ative decisions are made.

Because of this, it isn’t 
always feasible to create an 
elaborate or detailed set, as 
that needs to adapt to the 
needs of the playwright, 

director, dramaturg and 
actors. Zavalza needed to 
adapt and change accord-
ing to revisions made in 
the workshopping pro-
cess, so going simple rath-
er than complex afforded 
much-needed flexibility.

“How can we best sup-
port that, keep it in scope, 
and do a gesture that 
moves the story along and 
connects the metaphors 
in the play with the actual 
scenes that are happening 
on stage?” Zavalza asked.

As a scenic designer, one 
has to take on many roles: 
painter, builder, prop mak-
er, 3D modeler, sculptor 
and architectural draft-
er, to name a few. Zavalza 
works with many others 
to bring the scene from its 

earliest drafted mockups 
to its final product onstage.

“It really does take a vil-
lage, and that’s the magic 
of theater,” he said. “You 
never notice, and it’s so 
well done that your sub-
conscious will never tell. … 
You just go along with the 
story because it’s our job to 
take the ordinary and put it 
onstage and seem as natu-
ral as possible.”

One of Zavalza’s major 
challenges during the pro-
cess of designing was fig-
uring out how to incorpo-
rate the already-staged set 
of CTC’s upcoming main-
stage production The Wit-
nesses into the one for All 
the Little Boxes.

“As we’re working on top 
of it, we’re like, ‘How can 
we make it our own and 
incorporate these boxes 
to the architecture?’ It all 
made sense then, to cre-
ate architecture and these 
walls and structures to go 
with actual brick walls that 
we have onstage,” he said.

At the end of the day, the 
most important goal for Za-
valza is to create a piece of 
immersive art for viewers 
that helps bring the play to 
life in the fullest way possible.

“You want to entertain 
people,” he said. “You want 
them to be visually there, 
present with you, while at 
the same time, you want to 
tell a story.”
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Old First Night Run/Walk road closures
Roads along the Old First Night Run/Walk will be closed 
from approximately 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. Saturday. Traffic 
will be stopped as the runners pass through, starting 
with the first runner and ending when the last runner 
has passed. If you need to leave the grounds, please do 
so by 8 a.m. to avoid any inconvenience. Expect some 
delays at all gates during the race, from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Traffic will be held while runners go by the gates, but 
the gates will not be closed during this time. 

Student Chamber Music Festival wraps today
The School of Music wraps up its three-day Chamber Mu-
sic Festival at 10 a.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall.  Join us 
for music for brass ensemble, a sextet for piano and winds, 
and Mendelssohn’s joyous Octet for Strings. Full program 
details are at programs.chq.org.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Jack Gulvin leads the Nature Walk at 9 a.m. today start-
ing at Smith Wilkes Hall lakeside patio. Gulvin begins Au-
gust with a comprehensive nature exploration, examining 
seasonal transitions and the interconnected relationships 
between plants, animals and their environment. This walk 
encourages participants to develop observational skills 
and appreciate the complexity of natural systems.

Betsy Burgeson, Chautauqua Institution’s supervisor of 
gardens and landscapes, will give the Garden Talk at 12:30 
p.m. today starting at Odland Plaza. Burgeson presents “Am-
phitheater Gardens & Carnahan Jackson Garden,” exploring 
these specialized garden spaces that blend horticultural 
artistry with Chautauqua’s cultural mission. Participants 
will learn about designing gardens that serve both aesthetic 
and functional purposes within cultural landscapes.

Smith Memorial Library news
Join Carol Comstock Bussell for “Origami: Money Folds” 
at 12:30 p.m. today upstairs at the Smith Memorial Li-
brary for a free origami workshop for adults and youth 
ages 10 and up.

School of Music news
At 4 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, Michael Burritt 
leads his students in a School of Music Percussion En-
semble Concert.

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center events
An informal critique will take place at 1:15 p.m. today in the 
Garden Room on the first floor of the Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall. Bring 10 copies of one page of your work to 
get feedback from a group guided by a published author.

The deadline to participate in the annual Robert Pin-
sky Favorite Poem Project is noon Saturday. For ques-
tions, email 4normarees@gmail.com or friendsofthewrit-
erscenter@gmail.com.

Twelve Step Meeting
There will be a Twelve Step meeting from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. 
today in the Marion Lawrence Room, located upstairs in 
Hurlbut Church.

Shirley Lazarus Speaker Series held at special time
At 5 p.m. Sunday in Smith Wilkes Hall, the Hebrew Con-
gregation of Chautauqua presents the weekly Shirley 
Lazarus Speaker Series, geared toward the topic “What 
We DO Matters.” This week’s speakers are Cantors Jodi 
Sufrin and Roy Einhorn, Cantor Emerita of Temple Beth 
Elohim and Cantor Emeritus of Temple Israel, respec-
tively, both in the Boston area. Their topic is “The Great 
American Songbook: A Sentimental Journey from Tin Pan 
Alley and the Yiddish Theatre to Broadway.” Please note 
the earlier event start time this week.

Chautauqua Fire Department & Auxiliary Chicken BBQ
The weekly Chicken BBQ held jointly by the Chautau-
qua Volunteer Fire Department and the Auxiliary will be 
held at 11:30 a.m. Sunday at the Fire Hall on Massey by 
the Market Gate. Look for the crowd. We start serving at 
11:30 a.m. and go until we sell out. That usually occurs at 
around 12:15 p.m., so get there early. Cost is $15 for half a 
chicken, coleslaw, baked beans and a roll.

STEAMBOAT ADVENTURES

aboard the

Cruise the lake on one of only four authentic steam-
powered vessels left in America! Historically narrated

excursions depart from the Bell Tower!

• Cruise and picnic
• Private parties
• Dinner cruises
• Cocktail cruises

Check website for 
cruise information 
and daily schedule
www.269belle.com

Check website269belle.com for daily schedule

For all trip
information and 
accurate daily 
Chautauqua

weather report, 
scan here!

STEAMBOAT ADVENTURES

aboard the

CTC stages second NPW ‘All the Little Boxes’

GEORGE KOLOSKI /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Noah Butcher, left, and Scenic 
Design Fellow Sebastian Zavalza 
collect cardboard boxes from 
homes around the grounds 
July 22, which Zavala will 
then use to build a set for the 
Chautauqua Theater Company 
staged reading of the New Play 
Workshop All the Little Boxes.

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Donnie Woodard, left, and Zavalza collect cardboard boxes from 
Greene Family Commons.



GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

At 4 p.m. today in Sher-
wood-Marsh 101, students 
in the School of Music Piano 
Program will close out their 
season with their final con-
cert — the Play-Out — as a 
“fun” farewell to Chautauqua.

The program will include 
Sergei Rachmaninoff ’s Suite 
No. 1, Movement 2 “La nuit... 
L’amour” on  two pianos; 
Nikolai Kapustin’s Etude 
No. 7; Franz Schubert’s 
Moments Musicaux D. 780 
No. 3 in F Minor; Albert 
Lavignac’s Galop-Marche 
for Eight Hands on one pi-
ano; Camille Saint-Saëns’ 
“The Swan” from “Carni-
val of the Animals” for four 
hands; Francis Poulenc’s 
Sonata for Four Hands; Jo-
hannes Brahms’ 16 Waltz-
es, Op. 39 for Four Hands; 
Frédéric Chopin’s Preludes, 
Op. 28; Darius Milhaud’s 
Scaramouche Op. 165b III. 
“Brasileira” on two pianos; 
Jean Sibelius’ 13 Pieces for 
Piano, Op. 76; George Ger-
shwin’s “Somebody Loves 
Me” on two pianos; George 
Oakley’s “Toccata;” Richard 
Strauss’ Morgen, Op. 27 No. 
4 (arr. Max Reger); Rach-
maninoff ’s “Waltz” from 
Two Pieces for Six Hands; 
and Manuel de Falla’s Dan-
za No. 1 from La Vida Breve 
for six hands.

Leo Choi is set to play 
Rachmaninoff’s Suite No. 
1 Movement 2, “La nuit… 
L’amour” with Peijun Wang 
on two pianos facing each 
other. As they have known 
each other for three years, 
they have a good rapport 
and understanding of one 
another, which helps their 
instincts in playing together. 

Starting piano at 4 or 5 
years old, Choi has been 
under Alexander Kobrin’s 
tutelage at the Eastman 
School of Music. From Hong 
Kong, Choi has presented 
concerts internationally 
and won many awards like 
the Senior Concerto Com-
petition, John Elvin Junior 
Prize Competition from 

Oberlin Conservatory of 
Music and the Sixth Asian 
Youth Music Competition.

He has studied under Ko-
brin for three years now, but 
this time offers a range of 
different mindsets. This is 
Choi’s first summer with the 
Chautauqua Piano Program, 
and he particularly appreci-
ates his peers and teachers. 

“I have really good 
chamber roommates and 
enjoy playing with them,” 
Choi said.

Choi finds that devel-
oping an opinion and re-
searching a composer’s mo-
tivation in writing makes a 
great pianist, while still al-
lowing one’s own character 
to shine through playing. As 
a performer, Choi believes 
that he is an interpreter 
first and foremost.

“Playing will inspire you 
to think about why they 
made the choices and how 
it makes sense,” he said. 
“Looking at the storyline 
leads to looking at life in a 
different way.”

While he finds playing 
piano enjoyable in general, 
the multifaceted nature of 
the instrument and available 
compositions offer another 
angle to look at humanity.

“It gives inspiration and 
space,” Choi said. “There is a 
tension in action and think-
ing … an individual doesn’t 
want to be a part of self-de-
struction but cannot escape 
it. … When playing, I look at 
the world differently.”

Jiin Kim will perform a 
solo to Kapustin’s Etude No. 
7, and play Galop-Marche 
for Eight Hands by Lavignac. 
She is leading the cueing — 
meaning Kim will indicate 
the start with her breath 
and coordinate visually for 
a steady tempo — and han-
dle the foot pedaling.

Etude No. 7 is jazzy in 
nature, which is both en-
joyable and challenging, 
since it should sound ef-
fortless and improvised. 
The eight-hands piece, 
Galop-Marche, will even 
include some theater ele-

ments when there are a few 
people not playing.

“Everything I’m going to 
play is very light-hearted,” 
Kim said. “I know the Play-
Out is not too formal and 
has a fun kind of vibe.”

The rhythms in the Ka-
pustin piece are very com-
plex, with technique that 
emphasizes downbeats 
and the utilization of dou-
ble thirds — meaning play-
ing two fingers at the same 
time to create a third part.

“What I’m trying to do 
while playing is just to enjoy, 
but then not rush and then 
still have a dance-like move-
ment, emphasizing all those 
syncopations and accents 
here and there,” Kim said. 
“The harmonic language is 
totally different from some-
one like Beethoven.”

In giving the cuing for 
Lavignac’s Galop-Marche, 

Kim additionally has to 
think about volume for the 
three other people she is 
playing with. For a program 
like this, she would prac-
tice about three to four 
hours every day to ensure 
the expected excellence.

“If I have accompani-
ment, then I’ll drop the 
volume a little bit so that 
melody can stand out. Vice 
versa, if I have the melody, 
then I’ll bring it out more, 
so people can hear it — but 
not too much,” Kim said. 
“Sometimes, if it’s too fun, 
then you want to play fast-
er and faster.”

In her first year at Chau-
tauqua, Kim appreciates the 
well-rounded experience 
that the space provides in 
terms of lectures, orches-
tra, opera and environment.

Kim started piano at 3 
years old, and found that 

playing was a stress-reliever.
“I was having a lot of 

fun with it, so that kept 
me playing piano for many 
years now, and I’ve nev-
er stopped,” Kim said. “Al-
though now it’s my pro-
fession, so sometimes I get 
stressed because I’m doing 
it professionally. Still, per-
forming on stage is very re-
warding and sharing music 
with an audience is always 
fun and delightful.”

Style varies with person-
ality for many performers, 
yet the delivery all comes 
back to the composer’s in-
tention. Kim aims for sta-
bility between sensitivity 

and intensity.
“Our job is not to show 

who I am; it’s more of deliv-
ering what composers have 
in mind when they’re writ-
ing a piece. I want to deliver 
what the composer intend-
ed when they’re writing, 
but I also want to have my 
own color and variety, so 
that my performance can 
stand out from others,” Kim 
said. “Keeping that balance 
is very important and hard, 
and that makes a great me-
chanic. Be humble, because 
the performer is a bridge 
between a composer and 
the audience.”
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M U S I C

A free, 90-minute workshop to 
help create a Chautauqua where 
everyone belongs! 

Monday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 

Registration encouraged.  
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

Creating an  
Inclusive Chautauqua

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 

Piano students take to their keys one last time for Play-Out

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Students in the School of Music Piano Program perform a dueling piano piece during their showcase July 20 in the Amphitheater. 
Chautauquans have one last time to see the students perform with the annual Play-Out at 4 p.m. today in Sherwood-Marsh 101. 

‘A  B E E T H O V E N  E V E N I N G ’

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Guest conductor Teddy Abrams leads the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra in a performance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 on Tuesday in the Amphitheater. The CSO’s “A Beethoven Evening” opened with 
the composer’s Piano Concerto No. 3, with Piano Program Heintzelman Family Artistic Advisor Alexander Kobrin featured as soloist.



On their most recent al-
bum, which is the band’s 
12th to be recorded stu-
dio, the Avett Brothers run 
the gamut in their musical 
range from a seven-minute 
ballad with “Cheap Coffee” 
and a rock-inspired banger 
with “Love Of Girl.” 

When writing music, 
Scott Avett sees lyrics as 
thoughts that you can come 
back to and use.

“Words are a place to 
shuffle or sift through … 
kind of like if you have a 

trunk in your attic full of 
trinkets and things you’ve 
collected,” he told the Dai-
ly in 2022. “Sometimes you 
go and find something in 
that, a memory or a love 
or something that’s dear to 
you. You flip through those 
things and something very 
special happens.”

And at the end of a week 
at Chautauqua that has 
grappled with “The Global 
Rise of Authoritarianism” 
through its Chautauqua 
Lecture Series theme, per-
haps folk music can serve 
as a balm — not to fix the 
problems discussed, but to 

find community with the 
people here.

“Folk music is likely 
much less a genre conver-
sation and more a conver-
sation about commonality, 
leading to inevitable one-
ness,” Scott Avett said in 
his 2022 morning lecture. 
“This is not to say that folk 
music or music alone, for 
that matter, has been given 
the task or even the abili-
ty to unify all people. But it 
is to say music, especially 
music for all people, does 
a great job at pointing out 
commonality.”

Carstens wasn’t surprised 
that the United States was 
deeply concerned about the 
imprisonment of journalists. 

“Jounalism is not a crime, 
he said. You should be able 
to report boldly, bravely 
and pursue the truth and 
not be thrown in jail for do-
ing your job.”

Carstens’ viewpoints 
align with Kurmasheva’s 
concept of the “authoritar-
ian playbook.”

“We used to say it tongue 
in cheek, but it’s true that 
there’s a dictator’s playbook, 

and when you take a look at 
who’s being jailed in a lot of 
these authoritarian coun-
tries, they’re going straight 
for the reporters, straight 
for the human rights de-
fenders,” Carstens said.

However, Carstens sees 
reason to be optimistic. De-
spite attempts by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
to jail journalists, Carstens 
and Latour notice the 
strong journalistic presence 

that has persevered.
“He’s trying to encour-

age a chilling effect so 
that other journalists are 
afraid to do their jobs, but 
the great thing is, he’s not 
succeeding,” Carstens said. 

“Every day, journalists are 
out there with great cour-
age doing their job and 
pursuing the truth.”

Despite public percep-
tion of the state of Ameri-
can democracy, Kurmashe-

va is confident in the future 
of the United States.

“What I see is a very 
strong civil society,” Kur-
masheva said. “(I see) a 
belief in the power of 
elections. I see legal in-
stitutions and the power 
of education. Everything I 
mentioned right now does 
not exist in authoritarian 
countries.”

Kurmasheva looks for-
ward to bringing her per-
sonal experience along-
side Carstens’ technical 
perspective on negotiating 
and Latour’s perspective on 
the power of advocacy this 
morning in the Amp.
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Beyond the Jan. 6, 2021, in-
surrection, the NAR played a 
“very central role” in the 2024 
election and helped Trump 
get reelected, Taylor said.

“I want to be clear that 
I think one of the great-
est strengths of American 
history and American so-
ciety is this genius idea 
of the founding fathers 
and founding generation 
to separate religion from 
the state,” he said. “We al-
low our political leaders to 
speak from their religious 
voices, to use their theo-
logical and other vocabu-
laries in their political con-
versation.”

There’s a “widespread 

recognition” of two differ-
ent sectors in American 
society — a religious sector 
and a governmental sector, 
Taylor said.

“Most Americans feel 
pretty comfortable having 
those be recognized as dif-
ferent and distinct,” he said. 

“What is happening now, as 
you have more and more re-
ligious voices injecting not 
just theology, but political 
theology — politicized the-
ology, theology about lead-
ers like Donald Trump — … 
it toxifies both the politics 
conversation and the reli-
gion conversation.”

For the religion conver-
sation, Taylor said part of 
the “brilliance” of separat-
ing religion and state is that, 
historically, religion offers a 

“very powerful vocabulary 
and gravitas and sense of 
meaning” to people.

“It is very easy for cynical 
political actors to try to take 
over religious vocabularies 
in order to create their own 
cults of personality around 
themselves,” Taylor said. 
“That does great harm to 
religious communities be-
cause, ideally, they come to 
religion for the sake of mean-
ing, but there are people who 
want to use it for power.”

The United States is “still 
very much” a majority Chris-
tian nation, in which Chris-
tianity exerts “great privi-
lege and power,” he said.

“When Christians start 
to blend their political iden-
tities with their religious 
identities and claim that God 
is now involved in American 
politics, then we are mov-
ing away from democracy,” 
Taylor said. “We are moving 
away from pluralism into a 
quasi-religious state.”

Taylor said his hopes the 
audience comes away “bet-
ter informed” from his lec-
ture about the “actual actors 
and real leaders” who are 
driving this moment and the 
“real threat” they pose.

“I hope they come away 
inspired to do something 
about it,” he said.

As much as his research 
shows “we are in a very dire 
moment as a democracy,” if 
the move into this “populist, 
authoritarian mode” is not 
reversed, there’s still “a lot 
we can do,” he said.

“The values that got us 
here are the values that can 
get us out of the situation,” 
Taylor said. “If we lean into 
them, if we lean into plural-
ism, if we lean into unity, if 
we lead into the separation 
of church and state, I think 
that can provide a path out 
of the quagmire that the 
MAGA movement is leading 
us into.”

We used to say it tongue in cheek, but it’s true that there’s a dictator’s playbook, and when you take a look at 
who’s being jailed in a lot of these authoritarian countries, they’re going straight for the reporters, straight for 
the human rights defenders.”

—ROGER CARSTENS 
Former U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage Affairs
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When Christians start to blend their political identities with their religious identities and claim that God is now 
involved in American politics, then we are moving away from democracy. We are moving away from pluralism 
into a quasi-religious state.”

—MATTHEW D. TAYLOR
Senior Scholar 

Institute for Islamic, Christian and Jewish Studies

 » ON THE GROUNDS

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES
1. Bikes must be maintainwed in a safe operating condition 
and shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling 
device, and the proper reflectors.
2. In accordance with New York State law, bicyclists shall 
observe all traffic signs and signals, including stop signs 
and one-way streets. Additionally, the state requires a white 
headlight and red taillight when operating a bicycle from dusk 
to dawn.
3. Operators under 14 years of age are required by New York 
State law to wear a protective helmet. Bicycle helmets are 
recommended for all active cyclists on the grounds.
4. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths 
reserved for pedestrian use.
5. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and 
prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
6. Bicyclists should always give the right of way to 
pedestrians.
7. Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly by 
enforcing the rules and by setting a good example. 

We strongly encourage 
riders to lock or secure their 
bicycles when not in use.

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification.  
The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 
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L E C T U R E

MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Chautauqua Institution and 
the Carter Center have more 
in common than one might 
think, Paige Alexander said; 
after all, “Chautauqua Insti-
tution was founded for Sun-
day School teachers, and the 
Carter Center was founded 
by Sunday School teachers.” 

Alexander, chief executive 
officer of the Carter Center, 
spoke at 10:45 a.m. Thursday 
in the Amphitheater for the 
Chautauqua Lecture Series’ 
Week Six theme “The Glob-
al Rise of Authoritarianism.” 
Alexander outlined Chau-
tauqua’s influence on former 
President Jimmy Carter’s 
teacher, Julia Coleman; her 
own experience abroad with 
the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development; her 
reaction to election denial 
after the 2020 U.S. presi-
dential election; and how 
she continues to find inspi-
ration to keep fighting for 
democracy.

While Alexander said she 
does not view herself as an 
academic, her lifetime of ex-
perience working interna-
tionally, from post-conflict 
reconstruction in the Bal-
kans to serving in the Middle 
East and North Africa during 
the Arab Spring, and in the 
United States with the Car-
ter Center working to create 
increased confidence in elec-
tion results in Fulton County, 
speak of her expertise.

Beginning with the his-
tory of the Carter Center, 
Alexander couldn’t neglect 
one of Jimmy Carter and 
Rosalynn Carter’s chief in-
fluences: their high school 
teacher and Plains High 
School superintendent Miss 
Julia Coleman. Miss Julia 
would visit Chautauqua In-
stitution all the way from 
Plains, Georgia in the ear-
ly to mid-1900s and even 
brought mini-Chautauqua 
programs to Plains, strong-
ly believing in democracy, 
justice, citizenship and the 
rule of law.

“Jimmy and Rosalynn 
Carter, steeped in the spir-
it of Chautauqua, and — as 
they used to say — after an 
involuntary retirement from 
the White House, they de-
cided to establish what they 
felt was a mini Camp David, 
so they established the Car-
ter Center,” Alexander said.

The Carters created it as 
a place dedicated “to follow 
basic human rights and be 
a place where you could re-
solve conflict without having 
the U.S. government moni-
ker on it,” Alexander said.

Alexander said she found 
it quite surreal to be talking 
about the rise of authori-
tarianism, as Miss Julia dis-
cussed that same issue five 
decades ago in Plains, Geor-
gia. It Can’t Happen Here, 
a dystopian political novel 
by Sinclair Lewis, informed 
the conversations they had 
in Miss Julia’s classroom — 
and now, the Carter Center 
believes that, yes, authori-

tarianism can happen in the 
United States.

“For President Carter, jus-
tice and democracy weren’t 
just ideals. They were dai-
ly acts of courage and daily 
acts of faith,” Alexander said. 
“However daunting some of 
it seemed, he never allowed 
himself to get lost in despair 
because he knew that his 
faith was stronger than his 
doubt and his faith in the 
American people was actu-
ally even stronger. That’s a 
faith I think we all share.”

Through Alexander’s 
work at USAID in Czechoslo-
vakia, before it split into the 
Czech Republic and Slova-
kia; the Balkans; the Middle 
East; and North Africa, she 
has seen governments tran-
sition from authoritarianism 
into democracy.

“I think it’s easy to forget 
exactly how rare democra-
cy is. It is not the norm. It’s 
a relatively recent and frag-
ile achievement,” Alexander 
said. “Of the thousands of 
societies that have existed 
throughout human histo-
ry, authoritarianism and its 
more sinister cousins fas-
cism, communism, totalitar-
ianism, military dictatorship 
— those have actually been 
the standards.”

Because of the rarity of 
democracy, Alexander was 
astounded by the Freedom 
House index released in 
2000 that said 120 democ-
racies existed throughout 
the world.

“That, to me, was an 
amazing time,” she said. “It 
was the greatest percent-
age we had ever had in the 
world.” 

Although Alexander pre-
fers to tell stories rather 
than cite statistics, she be-
lieved some numbers tell 
stories in and of themselves. 
Currently, 72% of the world 
lives under a full-authori-
tarian rule or a hybrid rule. 
While Americans might say 
that that is just happening in 
other countries, Alexander 
waded in to see the Ameri-
can landscape, and the De-
mocracy Index currently 
ranks the United States as a 
“flawed democracy.”

“It’s a little wonder that 
80% of Americans report ei-
ther being very or somewhat 
concerned about the state of 
our democracy, with half of 
fellow citizens worrying that 
we face the real danger of 
becoming a non-democratic, 
authoritarian country,” she 
said. “Just sit on that. Half of 
Americans believe this.”

When Alexander’s son 
had the opportunity to play 
soccer in Amsterdam, her 
family moved to the Neth-
erlands, or as they called 
it “the Neverneverlands.” 
While there, she worked at 
an NGO and basked in the 
corporate social responsi-
bility she saw.

But when she returned to 
the United States to begin 
her role as CEO of the Carter 
Center, she was jerked into 
a different reality. Landing 

in the United States on June 
1, 2020, she traveled to her 
childhood home of Atlanta. 
While places were opening 
up in the Netherlands be-
cause of successful masking 
and social distancing cam-
paigns, Georgia was a “viral 
soup.”

“My brother picked me up 
at the airport, and we drove 
down Peachtree Street. I 
saw the aftermath of the 
protests from that weekend 
for the murder of George 
Floyd,” she said. “I got to 
my parents house, and they 
were popping champagne 
because the prodigal daugh-
ter was finally home, and 
I could see on the TV what 
was happening, that Lafay-
ette Square was being tear 
gassed for a photo op.”

Her parents’ home was 
filled with tears that night.

“My parents were crying 
tears of joy, and I was crying 
because I was bringing my 
son and my husband back 
to this country, and I didn’t 
know what to expect,” Alex-
ander said.

Because of her time away 
from the United States, the 
political climate felt dystopi-
an to her, and when she saw 
people lined up in five-hour 
long lines in Fulton County, 
Georgia for the presidential 
primary, she knew she and 
the Carter Center needed to 
do something.

Alexander made the trip 
to Plains, Georgia, to the 
modest ranch house of Jim-
my and Rosalynn Carter 
in the hopes of allocating 
funds for her plan.

Jimmy Carter, a frugal 
man, said he was saving his 
money for a rainy day. 

“It’s pouring outside,” Al-
exander told him.

Armed with some endow-
ment earnings, she returned 
to Atlanta to do a risk-limit-
ing audit for the presidential 
election.

“But what we came up 
with at the end was the fact 
that the variance was with-
in human error,” Alexander 
said. “It was .0099% be-
tween the QR code and the 
paper ballot. You would’ve 
thought, as independent, 
neutral, nonpartisan ob-
servers, with partisan ob-
servers allowed to also 
watch it — and it was lives-
treamed — that there would 
be no question. Our report 
said it was by the book, the 
safest election Georgia had 
ever run, and yet the pres-
ident of the United States 
contested the vote.”

In a call to Georgia Sec-
retary of State Brad Raffen-
sperger, President Donald 
Trump asked him to find 
11,780 votes.

“The bedrock of our de-
mocracy has always been a 
peaceful transfer of power,” 
Alexander said. “Without 
that, everything begins to 
unravel.”

Alexander identified seven 
tactics authoritarians use to 
seize power: One, delegiti-
mize the press; two, politi-
cize the elite and indepen-
dence of institutions; three, 
co-opt the military and the 
police; four, quash dissent; 
five, scapegoat the “other;” 
six, undermine elections; and 

seven, rewrite the laws so 
the rules don’t apply to you.

“Take a moment and just 
imagine that there’s a coun-
try with a heavily armed 
militia wearing homemade 
blindfolds and no badg-
es. They pull people out of 
homes and workplaces in 
the middle of the day with-
out any evidence or due 
process. They send them to 
makeshift detention cen-
ters or ship them to other 
countries where they might 
disappear forever,” she said. 
“Then, imagine reading 
that this government is so 
pleased with what they’ve 
done that they’ve passed a 
massive, new budget bill to 
make the militia the larg-
est enforcement body in 
the country, offering young 
men five-figure salaries and 
six-figure bonuses when 
they can only get a fraction 
of that in the workforce.

“You know what I’m 
talking about,” Alexander 
said. “It’s the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guard.”

Alexander acknowledged 
that her description was 
quite dark.

“But I’m not suggesting 
that America is there and 
that we’re going down that 
road,” she said. “But none 
of these countries thought 

they were there either, until 
they were.”

During times of uncer-
tainty, Alexander said, a 
powerful leader who is able 
to take action appeals to 
people. Instead of having to 
deal with compromise with-
in a democratic system, an 
authoritarian leader can 
take charge and pass leg-
islation and make change 
happen.

But “authoritarian re-
gimes rot from the inside 
out,” Alexander said. They 
quell creativity and dissent 
and rob people of choice.

With democratic back-
sliding threatening Alexan-
der’s hope, she turns to the 
man who inspired her, who 
taught her “that every gen-
eration faces a choice be-
tween fear and freedom, be-
tween law and power.” Her 
father, Miles J. Alexander, 
was that inspiration.

“It’s in his name that I’ve 
rededicated myself to … 
fighting for the most im-
portant cause of our time, 
the fight for the future of 
democracy in the United 
States,” she said. “At Chau-
tauqua, I feel this fight is 
worth fighting for. It’s a 
fight we are going to win, 
and I look forward to fight-
ing it with you.”

Alexander discusses Carter Center’s legacy, mission of fighting for democracy

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Paige Alexander, CEO of the Carter Center, speaks for the Chautauqua Lecture Series and its Week Six theme of “The Global Rise of 
Authoritarianism” on Thursday morning in the Amphitheater.
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T H E  A R T S

SUSIE ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

Every time Chautauquans 
attend a Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientific Circle 
presentation, wait in line 
for a book signing or enter 
the CLSC Octagon, they in-
teract with the staff of the 
literary arts department. 
However, Chautauquans 
might not know the creativ-
ity and talent of the indi-
viduals that make the pro-
gramming possible.

At 12:15 p.m. today on the 
porch of the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall, Sum-
mer on the Steps will host 
an open mic for literary 
arts staff. The reading will 
feature Liana López, Joan-
na Fox, Ren Solis-Roman, 
Kathryn O’Neal, Camille 
Carter, Ayaana Nayak, Cam 
Forster and Stephine Hunt, 

the managing director of 
Chautauqua Literary Arts.

From poetry to playwrit-
ing, literary arts staff im-
merse themselves in writing 
this summer and beyond. 
For interns and graduate 
fellows, part of the job de-
scription involves partici-
pating in at least four Writ-
ers’ Center workshops over 
the course of a summer 
season. While each Friday, 
Summer on the Steps opens 
with spotlight readers from 
that week’s workshops, it 
does not guarantee that lit-
erary arts staff will be the 
ones sharing.

“Not all of our staff gets 
heard if they want to be 
heard,” Hunt said.

In addition to uplifting 
interns and graduate fel-
lows, Hunt wants to plat-

form staff members that do 
not have workshops in their 
schedule, such as O’Neal, 
who, when she’s not wel-
coming Chautauquans and 
guests as the host of Alum-
ni Hall, is writing poetry.

Hunt and Kwame Alexan-
der, the Michael I. Rudell Ar-
tistic Director of Literary Arts 
and Inaugural Writer-in-Res-
idence, prioritized providing 
a platform for their staff, who 
are as talented with program-
ming as they are as writers.

Several staff members 
are published, including 
Hunt herself in the recent 
Chautauqua literary annual. 
If staff members read from 
unpublished work, Hunt en-
courages Chautauquans to 
follow up with them.

“There are definitely ways 
to interact with these works, 

and if they read works that 
are not published, I abso-
lutely encourage the staff to 
talk with folks about those 
works,” Hunt said.

Time permitting, Hunt 
welcomes Chautauquans 
to bring their own pieces 
to share at the open mic. 
Highlighting the literary 
talent of the literary arts 
staff, Hunt hopes to give 
voice to the faces Chautau-
quans already know.

“It gives us a great space to 
celebrate the creativity that 
exists in our literary arts staff 
because they’re so brilliant 
in so many different ways, 
outside of the many different 
ways that they interact with 
our community members,” 
Hunt said. “I’m just excited to 
showcase them in all of their 
brilliance.” 

Chautauqua Literary Arts staff reading to 
platform poets, writers behind programming

LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

In their final performance 
this season, Chautauqua Op-
era Conservatory students 
will perform for the Sing-Out 
at 1 p.m. today in Fletcher 
Music Hall. Like their open-
ing Sing-In, each student 
will perform; rather than an 
introduction, however, this 
concert is a farewell.

Opera Conservatory 
Director Jonathan Beyer 
said the Sing-Out “is a fun 
bookend to the program.” 

“It is also an opportuni-
ty to use some lighter, fun 
repertoire, as well,” Beyer 
said. “There’s a lightheart-
ed nature to the Sing-Out, 
and it’s a nice way to also 
see how much each singer 
has grown during their six 
weeks in the program.”

Beyer led the Opera 
Conservatory alongside 
Artistic Advisor Denyce 
Graves-Montgomery, an 
internationally celebrated 
mezzo-soprano. As their 
first season at the helm 
comes to a close, they re-
flected on this summer at 
the Opera Conservatory.

“It was a very good sea-
son. I think the time goes 
by quicker than we think. 
We have a wonderful group 
of young artists assembled,” 
Graves-Montgomery said. 
“We did a lot in that time: 
there were so many mas-
terclasses and so many con-
certs and all the different 
special programs we’ve had 
at the conservatory.”

The students’ hard work 
and growth were central in 
realizing and presenting the 
many feats of this summer. 
Between the Lincoln in the 
Bardo workshop in collabo-
ration with the Chautauqua 
Opera Company, the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra, librettist Royce Vavrek 
and composer Missy Maz-
zoli; two ensemble shows of 
Le Nozze di Figaro; and La 
Vida Breve with the Music 
School Festival Orchestra 
and School of Dance, the 
Opera Conservatory had an 
exhilarating season.

“Especially from the stu-
dent standpoint, I think this 
was a very successful sum-
mer,” Beyer said. “I think that 
they have all grown artisti-
cally, dramatically and vocal-
ly, and I think they all brought 
great energy and turned out 
performance after perfor-
mance that was just stellar.”

Graves-Montgomery not-
ed how rewarding it was to 
hear people’s thoughts about 
the Opera Conservatory’s 
events this summer.

“The different faculty art-
ists that we’ve had have been 
fantastic — we’ve had John 
Holiday, Carol Vaness and 
Nicole Cabell, and just won-
derful people throughout,” 
Graves-Montogmery said. 
“We were pleased that they 
said yes, and in a lot of my 
exit interviews with some of 
the faculty artists, all have 

said that they would love 
to come back — they would 
love to return, and they had 
a wonderful time here — so 
that has been terrific to see 
and to hear and to get that 
feedback, as well.”

While the program-
ming for their next season 
still must be finalized, she 
shared there is much to look 
forward to.

“All I can say is that it’s 
going to be a really ground-
breaking season with a lot of 
new additions into our pro-
gramming — some things 
that we’ve not ever done be-
fore,” she said.

In addition to the fac-
ulty’s responses, she was 
elated by those of Chau-
tauquans. For her, she’s en-
joyed the interaction and 
feedback from “just walking 
around the campus, speak-
ing to people, and hearing 
their thoughts and getting 
their reactions about the 
season, and people telling 
me all season long what 
they came to, what they 
enjoyed and why.”

“One of the highlights 
has been getting to know 
the community, really,” 
Graves-Montgomery said. 
“People have been so friendly 
and forthcoming, and I have 
enjoyed that.”

Something she was truly 
moved by was the communi-
ty’s consistent turnout.

“What I was particular-
ly proud of was the atten-
dance at our events,” she 
said. “It was really, really 
really wonderful to see so 
many people coming in, 
and sometimes we had to 
turn people away. We had 

wonderful attendance, and 
I was so thrilled with that.”

Both Graves-Montgom-
ery and Beyer feel that the 
Opera Conservatory ex-
celled particularly in its ed-
ucational purpose. 

“To see all of (the students’) 
personal journeys, even so 
far, has been quite remark-
able. We have singers of vary-
ing ages and experiences, and 
every single one, wherever 
they were at, took giant steps 
forward — and that is the 
point of the program,” Beyer 
said. “To see from a pedagog-
ical standpoint that giant step 
forward for each individual 
student — it’s the ultimate re-
ward for why we do this.”

Beyond the tremendous 
performances these stu-
dents presented to Chau-
tauqua, Graves-Montgomery 
emphasized the significance 
of everyone’s enthusiasm as 
well as the experiences and 
knowledge students gained 
from their time at the Opera 
Conservatory.

“I’ve been so pleased with 
the turnout and the re-
sponse from people and how 
well the singers have done. 
They’ve really done a beau-
tiful job, and it’s been re-
ceived with so much enthu-
siasm, so for me, that piece 
has been really what it’s all 
about,” Graves-Montgomery 
said. “It’s what it’s all about. 
We’ve given a lot of unusual 
and wonderful opportunities 
to the young artists — that’s 
been great — and their work 
has been appreciated and 
seen, and the public has real-
ly enjoyed the programming.”

Opera Conservatory students to ‘Sing-Out’ in farewell performance

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauqua Opera Conservatory Artistic Advisor Denyce Graves-Montgomery and Opera Conservatory Director Jonathan Beyer greet Chautauquans at the 
beginning of their students’ first performance of the summer — the annual Sing-In — held June 23 in Fletcher Music Hall. At 1 p.m. today in Fletcher, Opera 
Conservatory students will bookend their summer of learning with their final concert — the annual Sing-Out. 

It was a very good season. I think the time goes by quicker than we think. We have 
a wonderful group of young artists assembled. We did a lot in that time: there 
were so many masterclasses and so many concerts and all the di!erent special 
programs we’ve had at the conservatory.”

—DENYCE GRAVES-MONTGOMERY
Artistic Advisor, 

Chautauqua Opera Conservatory

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Tenor Justin Bell performs during the Opera Conservatory’s Sing-In 
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R E L I G I O N

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

“The Bible is rich with many wonderful sto-
ries. Do you have a favorite?” Rabbi Peter 
S. Berg asked the congregation at the 9:15 
a.m. Thursday morning worship service in 

the Amphitheater. “Maybe it’s the story of Creation, Da-
vid and Goliath or Noah. My favorite might be a surprise 
— it is the story of Isaac.”

Berg’s sermon title was “A Man InBetween,” and the 
scripture reading was Genesis 26:18–23.

“The story of Isaac is an odd story. It is short and 
squeezed between the stories of Abraham, the father 
of our faith, and Jacob, who became Israel, and his son 
Joseph, the dreamer. Issac is an in-between kind of guy, 
and I feel like an in-between guy,” Berg said.

Berg and his wife recently took one of their sons to 
the University of Michigan to begin school. He described 
his feelings as being in between the gratitude for all the 
years he has had with his son, and the joy, hope and anx-
iety of the blessing his son might become in the future.

“We cannot live in the glory of the past, and the future 
is not yet in hand,” he told the congregation. Where do 
we turn? “Isaac first turned to the past, to the resources 
and traditions of the past.”

During a famine, Isaac moved to Gerar in the land of the 
Philistines, but his neighbors were jealous of him, so he 
moved back to the Wadi Gerar where Abraham had lived. 
The Philistines had filled in the wells that Abraham dug. 
“The Philistines clogged up the resources, and Isaac had to 
get the resources, the wells, working again,” Berg said.

Berg cited a trend in Israeli literature through the 
writings of three Israeli women about younger, secular 
Jews on a journey to return to their roots, to rediscover 
the tradition and move into a covenantal relationship 
with God.

Alma, the heroine of one book, believes that Judaism 
is a trap and pushes the boundaries of rebellion. She and 
her boyfriend move to a seedy hotel in Amsterdam, and 
she flaunts her sexual explorations. But she encounters 
a sense of emptiness and has an awakening that God is 
touching her life. 

She experienced the feeling of the psalmist in Psalm 
139, “Where can I go from your spirit? /   Or where can I 
flee from your presence? /  If I ascend to heaven, you are 
there; / if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.”

Berg said, “God waited for her to let God’s light shine 
within her. She realized there was nothing to run away 
from and that she should open the little door in the gar-
den wall. She was redigging her ancestral wells.” 

The rabbis, in the Midrash, asked how many wells 
Isaac dug. They said he dug five for the five books of the 
Torah. “It was an act of loyalty to the values of his faith 

and to faithful living,” Berg said.
Isaac’s actions were controversial; the locals were 

hostile. Berg said, “The more we rediscover the roots of 
our values, the more controversial we become. Two of 
the wells he tried to re-open were named Esek and Sit-
nah, contention and harassment.”

So Isaac turned to the future, to dig new wells. Water 
is a metaphor for redemption, Berg said, and the fresh 
water saved the people. With the digging of new wells, 
Isaac showed he trusted God not to leave him in an in- 
between place.

“We have much to learn about the courage of faith to 
dig new wells. By trusting God, Isaac moved the story of 
faith into the future,” he said. “God brings up leaders, in-
dividuals with extraordinary spiritual values, who set the 
path and the vision. But God also needs the Isaacs who 
recover old wells and dig new ones. They were needed 
during the Holocaust and are needed today to safeguard 
our liberty.”

Berg told the congregation that they need to be the 
Isaacs of this moment in history. “Reach back, and dust 
off your old confirmation Bible, advocate for faith causes, 
then in faith move toward the future and dig new wells.”

During World War II, the Nazis sought to destroy the 
Jewish people and their heritage. They burned many 
Torah scrolls, but they did not destroy all the scrolls or 
the people, said Berg. “When sofer (scribe) Neil Yerman 
works on restoring scrolls, he feels others are present. 
He said, ‘I feel those who died watching and whispering 
to me. I am not just restoring the scroll but giving life to 
the Torah. Every Torah is alive.’ ”

Berg continued, “Our lesson is to live today in faith 

and have hope in our time for the future.”
Renee Andrews, who serves as a commissioner on the 

Falls Church, Virginia, election board, presided. Arlette 
Berlin, who is a member of The Temple in Atlanta where 
Rabbi Berg serves, read the scripture. The Motet Consort 
performed Trio Sonata in G Major: Adagio, Presto, by 
Johann Ludwig Krebs. The trio included Barbara Hois and 
Rachel Stuart on flute and Willie LaFavor on piano. The 
Motet Choir sang “Sim Shalom,” by Max Janowski; Rachel 
Stuart was the soloist. The choir was under the direc-
tion of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and the 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist, and accompanied 
by Owen Reyda, organ scholar, on the Massey Memorial 
Organ. Laura Smith, organ scholar, performed “Plein jeu” 
from Première livre d’orgue, by Pierre du Mage. Support 
for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is provided by 
the Harold F. Reed Sr. Chaplaincy and the Samuel M. and 
Mary E. Hazlett Memorial Fund. 

Tradition, trust can move us into future, Berg preaches

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Rabbi Peter S. Berg opens his Week Six sermon series Sunday in the Amphitheater. 

At 3:30 p.m. today at the 
Hall of Philosophy, the Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House 
at Chautauqua will pres-
ent the third lecture in its 
ongoing Jewish Lecture 
Series. Titled “Everyday 
Ethics — Ancient Jewish 
Wisdom for Modern Moral 
Questions,” the lecture will 
be given by Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin, a respected Tal-
mudic scholar, philosopher 
and longtime Chautau-
qua educator. This event is 
co-sponsored by the De-
partment of Religion.

In a world where ethical 
challenges are increasing-
ly complex — ranging from 
medical decisions to digital 
privacy, workplace fairness 
to charitable responsibil-
ity — Judaism offers a rich 
and timeless ethical frame-
work rooted in thousands 
of years of scholarship and 
spiritual guidance. This 
lecture will explore how 
Jewish law (Halacha) and 
philosophy address the 
moral dimensions of every-
day life, providing clarity in 
moments of moral confu-

sion and guidance in an age 
of rapidly shifting values.

Jewish ethics, Vilenkin 
said, is the standard within 
Jewish teachings that con-
cerns itself with how people 
should act in accordance 
with both Divine com-
mand and human dignity. 
Far from being abstract or 
theoretical, Jewish ethics 
is deeply practical. It deals 
with issues that arise in 
family life, business, health 
care, government, speech 
and community. Drawing 
from millennia-old sources 
like the Torah, the Talmud, 
Maimonides’ legal and phil-
osophical writings and the 
Code of Jewish Law (Shul-
chan Aruch), Jewish ethics 
brings forward enduring 
principles that speak to 
contemporary challenges.

At its core, Jewish ethics 
is guided by values such as 
Justice (Tzedek): “Justice, 
justice shall you pursue,” 
(Deuteronomy 16:20); Kind-
ness (Chesed): Emphasiz-
ing compassion, mercy and 
support for others; Integrity 
(Yosher): Honesty in speech, 

business and personal con-
duct; Responsibility (Ach-
rayut): Moral accountability 
for the wellbeing of others; 
Sanctity of Life (Pikuach 
Nefesh): The supreme value 
of human life. Vilenkin’s talk 
will demonstrate how these 
principles are applied to re-
al-world dilemmas.

In modern society, peo-
ple often struggle to find 
clear answers to ethical 
questions that arise in daily 
life. How do I balance loy-
alty to my employer with 
honesty to a client? Is it 
ethical to withhold infor-
mation if telling the truth 
could cause harm? How 
much of my income should I 
give to those in need? What 
are my obligations to my 
parents, my neighbors or 
even strangers?

Vilenkin’s lecture will ad-
dress how the Jewish tradi-

tion doesn’t shy away from 
these dilemmas — it em-
braces them. Jewish ethics 
encourages questioning, 
debate and reflection, be-
lieving that the process of 
grappling with moral chal-
lenges is itself a path to 
spiritual growth.

“The goal is not perfec-
tion,” said Vilenkin, “but 
constant striving. Judaism 
doesn’t ask us to be angels; 
it asks us to be human — 
consciously, ethically and 
with purpose.”

Vilenkin has served as the 
spiritual leader and execu-
tive director of the Chabad 
Jewish House at Chautau-
qua for 25 years. Known for 
his dynamic and accessible 
teaching style, Vilenkin has 
led the acclaimed weekly 
class “Everyday Ethics” for 
over two decades, drawing 
audiences from all walks 

of life. He combines deep 
scholarship with a talent for 
making complex ideas un-
derstandable and personal-
ly meaningful.

Beyond Chautauqua, 
Vilenkin served as assistant 
dean at the Talmudic Semi-
nary of Brooklyn, where he 
has taught Jewish philoso-
phy, Talmud and Kabbalah 
for more than 25 years. He 
has written for numerous 
religious journals and is 
widely respected as a men-
tor, counselor and guide for 
students and laypeople alike.

The Chabad Jewish 
House at Chautauqua con-
tinues to serve as a vibrant 
center of Jewish life and 

learning. In addition to the 
lecture series, classes are 
offered at 9:15 a.m. daily in 
the Zigdon Chabad Jew-
ish House. These include 
Everyday Ethics, Jewish 
Mysticism and Philosophy, 
Positive Living Through a 
Jewish Lens, Maimonides, 
Exploring and Tasting Jew-
ish Holiday Cuisine and 
Challah Baking.

All programs are open to 
the public, free of charge, 
and designed to welcome 
participants of all back-
grounds and levels of knowl-
edge. For a complete calen-
dar of events and updates, 
visit www.cocweb.org

3rd presentation of Jewish Lecture Series centers ‘Everyday Ethics’

Reach back, and dust o! your old confirmation Bible, 
advocate for faith causes, then in faith move toward 
the future and dig new wells.”

—RABBI PETER S. BERG
Week Six Chaplain-in-Residence 
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

2022 Chaparral Pleasure Boat. 
21Ft. Engine: Mercuriser 4.5 250 
H.P. Inboard/Outboard. 68 hours 
useage. Includes 2022 coyote 
trailer. Price: 45K. OBO. 412-298-
0754

The Higie Family Lecture-
ship is providing support 
for the 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture today with Roger D. 
Carstens, Alsu Kurmashe-
va and Almar Latour in the 
Amphitheater. 

Bill, Pauline and the Hi-
gie family’s interests in law, 
business, communications, 
health and fitness and their 
love of Chautauqua were 
the key deciding points in 

creating the lectureship in 
2007. Bill and Pauline be-
gan coming to Chautau-
qua in 1953, the year they 
were married. In 1982, they 
bought a home in Summer 
Haven, a lake-front com-
munity next to the grounds 
to make their summer 
residence at Chautauqua 
more permanent. The love 
of Chautauqua has been 
passed down to the Higies’ 

four children and their 
grandchildren.  

Bill was vice president, 
secretary and general coun-
sel at Forest Oil Corpora-
tion in Bradford, Pennsyl-
vania. He was also active in 
the Chautauqua Catholic 
Community, serving on the 
board of directors as vice 
president and as a member 
of several committees. Bill 
was a chair of the committee 

that established the Cath-
olic House at Chautauqua. 
Bill also served on the Insti-
tution’s Finance Committee 
and Religion Committee. He 
passed away in 2018. 

Pauline was a speech pa-
thologist in Bradford. She 
was deeply involved in the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, particu-
larly banner preservation, 
prior to her death in 2020.

Higie Lectureship supports Carstens, Kurmasheva, Latour 

The Evie and Stacey Berg-
er Endowment for Popular 
Entertainment is providing 
support for the Avett Broth-
ers’ performance at 8:15 p.m. 
tonight in the Amphithe-
ater. Evie and Stacey Berg-
er believe that philanthro-
py is critical to supporting 
Chautauqua’s four pillars. 
Evie grew up spending 
many summers on grounds 

at her family cottage, then 
she and Stacey were fortu-
nate to be able to raise their 
children here with their 
grandparents and extended 
family. They are longtime 
supporters of philanthropy 
in Chautauqua, following 
in Evie’s late father Bluie 
Greenberg’s footsteps. Evie 
has been a team captain for 
the Chautauqua Fund, and 

Stacey serves on the Foun-
dation board and Develop-
ment Council. 

In 2015, the Bergers es-
tablished an endowment 
fund in support of Deborah 
Sunya Moore, and now Lau-
ra Savia’s, efforts to expand 
popular entertainment 
programming to include a 
broader variety of talent, 
including emerging artists. 

Their passion for music in-
spired them to relocate to 
New Orleans, where they 
greatly enjoy the local mu-
sic scene when they aren’t 
enjoying the musical diver-
sity at Chautauqua. They 
also support scholarships 
for the Music School Festi-
val Orchestra and New Or-
leans-based musical educa-
tion programs. 

Berger Endowment provides for Avett Brothers 

The Eileen and Warren 
Martin Lectureship Fund 
for Emerging Studies in Bi-
ble and Theology is provid-
ing support for Matthew D. 

Taylor’s Interfaith lecture at 
2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy. The lectureship 
was established in 2007 with 
the goal of encouraging a 

new understanding of previ-
ous scholarship. Inspiration 
from the lectures of many 
theologians such as Mar-
cus Borg and John Dominic 

Crossan ignited the Martins’ 
interest in creating an an-
nual lectureship to support 
progressive thought in the 
field of religion. 

Martin Lectureship providing support for Taylor 

CHAUTAUQUA WOMEN’S CLUB  
TUESDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

JULY 29, 2025

East/West
1st  Barbara Grzegorzewski - Phyllis Levy       

2nd  Jane Heintzelman - George Heintzelman

3rd Shelley Dahlie - Richard Woodruff

4th Jane Pendley - Estelle Rauch

North/South
1st  Mary Tseng - Francis Tseng

2nd  Carl Nelson - Abigail Nichols

3rd Michael Beldon - Louise Beldon

4th Kathryn Roantree - Elizabeth Wellman

62.78%

55.17%

51.75%

50.42%

59.75%

58.96%

58.83%

53.92%

SECTION A

Please come enjoy our friendly, non-intimidating games.
12:45 p.m. Tuesdays the Chautauqua Women’s Club

The winds on Saturday were light and shifty for the Chautauqua Yacht Club races. The first race had 13 C-Scows 
racing. JB Turney (P-68) finished at the top of the fleet in the first race. Craig Leslie (CX-57) won the second race. 
On Sunday the breeze was stiff and the course was long. P-68 again took the blue ribbon. The competition of 
the C-Scow fleet is heating up for the August series. Stay tuned for future results, or come out on the lake and 
watch. If you are in a power boat, please be mindful of the competitors, including keeping your wake well clear 
of the racecourse.

THE CHAUTAUQUA YACHT CLUB 
JULY 26 & 27 RACE RESULTS

1st   P-68       

2nd   CX-120

3rd  CX-3    

7/26 C-Scow 
Race 1

1st   CX-57       

2nd   CX-1

3rd  CX-308   

7/26 C-Scow 
Race 2

7/27 C-Scow 
Race

1st   P-68       

2nd   CX-66

3rd  CX-613   

1st   2710

2nd  2241       

7/26 MC 
Race 1

1st   2241 

2nd   2710

7/26 MC 
Race 2

1st   2077    

2nd   1956         

7/27 Flying Scot 
Race

The CYC will hold races on Saturday and Sunday throughout the season.
The Yacht Club is meeting at 3 Taps Saturdays after the races for post-race debriefs and story telling.

Tally Ho. 5 PM til 7:30 PM. Buffet 
Dinner $24.95 or Ala Carte Menu. 
Featur ing Gri l led Steaks.. .
Maryland Crab Cakes...Rack of 
Lamb.. .Fresh Salmon Fi let 
Shrimp Cocktails...Our Stuffed 
Cabbage.  Bro i led  At lan t ic 
Haddock...Dessert and Salad Bar 
included. TAKE OUT BUFFET 
$10.95 per pound.

Last-Minute Availability 14 Ames 
– Special Rates! Week 7: 2nd 
Floor, 2 Bed Apartment – $1,495 
Week 8:  1st  F loor,  1  Bed 
Apartment – $1,395 Call or text 
Jeff at (814) 730-2185 to book 
now!

New Pastor, First Presbyterian 
Church Jamestown in need of ~3 
month temporary housing start-
ing September 1. Willing to 
house sit and/or negotiate rent. 
Call 412-316-7187

Long Covid. Brain Fog. Fatigue. 
P a i n .  O n  C H Q  g r o u n d s . 
Treatments and info through 
week 9. Local references. John 
Haughton MD, MS (202) 599-
0590

Two well-behaved older women 
with limited luggage looking for a 
ride as far as Toronto or as close 
as Buffalo on Saturday, August 2. 
Email lcunning@torontomu.ca or 
call 416-450-4090.

SHOULDER SEASON ROOMS 
at 10 Pratt (Reformed Church 
House) Aug 29 - Sept 6. Info at 
cuccs.org.

SERVICES FOR RENT WANTED FOR SALE

7/26 Open Fleet 
Race 1

1st  Colgate 6314

2nd Ensign 343       



JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

In the upstairs of Strohl 
Art Center, “Likeness” 
celebrates portraiture 

in all its many forms. Cu-
rated by Associate Director 
of CVA Galleries Erika Dia-
mond, “Likeness” is on view 
through Aug. 19.

The exhibition pays 
homage to portraiture as 
an artform, spanning me-
diums and techniques as 
artists approach the long-
standing subgenre in inno-
vative, experimental ways. 
From the embroidered pho-
tographs created by Beizar 
Aradini to the needlefelt 
fiber sculptures created by 
Nastassja Swift, each artist 
brings a fresh approach to 
the field.

For painter Ashley Cecil, 
“Likeness” is an exhibition 
that takes a critical look at 
how we engage with and 
experience the world.

“I think the title of 
the exhibition is a lovely 
prompt to think about the 
ways that we more loosely, 
more creatively interpret 
what ‘likeness’ means and 
how we see ourselves out 
in the world,” Cecil said.

Cecil’s ecofeminist paint-
ings reimagine the imagery 
of flags and symbolic icons 
in a way that asks the viewer 
to question if the flags that 
surround us truly represent 
all people equally. She said 
she finds “a lot of striking 
parallels” between the way 
society treats women and 
the planet.

Cecil described her flag 
portraits as “matriotic,” ex-
plaining that she aims to shed 
light on how flags — often as-
sumed to represent everyone 
equally — employ many mas-
culine design traits.

“These flags are very 
male-centric, so that was 
my contribution to this no-
tion of likeness,” she said. 
“What we do to symbolize 
this nation alienates half 
the population.”

Her background in tra-
ditional portraiture later 
evolved into her current 
body of work, which she 
views as a different kind 
of portraiture. While her 
paintings on view in the ex-
hibition don’t depict specif-
ic individuals, they aim to 
transcend individuality to 
start a conversation about 
their broader context.

“They’re really people 
that are not anyone in par-
ticular, and meant to be re-
latable in the sense that the 
context of the objects in 
the background, the scenes 
that they’re in, are sup-
posed to elicit some sense 
that the viewer sees them-
self in the portrait even 
though they’re not looking 
in a mirror,” Cecil said.

Rooted in painting but 
incorporating other tech-
niques like block printing, 
silkscreen and the use of 
textiles, her practice har-
bors a fondness for the dec-
orative arts. She said she 
enjoys both the accessibility 
of fine art in everyday do-
mestic settings and the in-
corporation of textiles and 
other domestic patterns 
and mediums because their 
traditional associations 
with femininity inform the 
concept of her practice.

Taking the medium of fi-

ber in a different direction, 
Gregory Climer said his ex-
perimental quilt portraits 
draw attention to his expe-
riences as a queer person 
growing up in the South 
and questioning what it 
means to be a gay man in 
the world.

Coming from a back-
ground as a theater cos-
tume designer, Climer said 
he felt attracted to portrai-
ture because it was a log-
ical extension of his work.

Costuming explores “how 
we adorn the body, how 
things change our identi-
ty, how the stuff we wear 
gives us confidence, gives us 
a sense of empowerment, a 
sense of identity,” he said, and 
the next step was to explore 
that through portraiture.

Experimenting with the 
intersection of fiber art and 
video, Climer’s “Nathan & 
Bryan” is actually made up 
of two pieces of art — an an-
imation and a quilt, demon-
strating his ability to push 
the boundaries of portrai-
ture out into new directions.

For Luis Alvaro Sahagún, 
art is a form of medicine 
and healing for himself and 
those around him.

By combining natural 
and industrial materials in 
his work, Sahagún draws 
attention to the “invisible 
threats” we are binded by.

“When we are born, 
we’re born into certain 
structures in society, 
whether that’s family tra-
ditions, whether that’s your 
community, the expecta-
tions that are placed from 
your families, your parents, 
your community,” he said. 
“We’re all, in certain ways, 
stamped with certain types 
of stereotypes, the weight 
of expectations.”

For Sahagún, the audi-
ence is an integral part of 
the meaning-making ex-
perience in his art. In his 
“Limpia” portrait series, 
he engages in healing rit-
uals with family members 
to address familial baggage 
and generational trauma 
through art.

“That ritual, in order for 
it to come full-circle and 
be completed, the audience 
needs to come and experi-
ence it,” Sahagún said. “It 
needs to be part of it as well.”

For him, portraiture is 
an opportunity for “intima-
cy” and “connection” rather 
than translating an experi-
ence into an image.

“It’s less about trying to 
make something look real 
and performing a skill, and 
it’s more about being inti-
mate with my family and 
learning what’s weighing 
heavy in their hearts that 
they want to release,” Sa-
hagún said.

Also exploring the theme 
of familial relationships, 
Beth Lo’s narrative plates 
are the product of a cre-
ative collaboration with 
her sister. The vessels are 
illustrations from her sis-
ter’s children’s book Auntie 
Yang’s Great Soybean Pic-
nic. For Lo, collaborating 
with her family is a joyful 
experience.

“When my mom was alive, 
she did some Chinese paint-
ing, and we did some collab-
orative work. That was a joy 
for me,” she said. “It’s a plea-
sure to share the joy of cre-

ation with someone. That’s 
been a really good thing for 
me and my sister.”

In her practice, her ves-
sels are simultaneously 
functional and incredibly 
vibrant art pieces. Lo said 
she enjoys the idea of these 
pieces being incorporated 
into daily use because it can 
bring happiness to the user.

“I’ve always loved func-
tionality, and I like daily use. 
I like the idea that people 
can live with their artwork 
in a tactile way and in a use-
ful way that I think can make 
life more meditative and joy-
ful in daily use,” she said.

In her work, Lo consid-
ers what crosses cultural 
boundaries and brings her 
lived experience as a mem-
ber of a minority group in 
the United States to ex-
plore the role of culture in 
our lives.

“Every artist is making 
a self-portrait out of their 
need to express their indi-
viduality or their individual 
vision in their work,” she 
said. “In my work, in partic-
ular, because I’m so inter-
ested or fixated on identity 
and my own personal story, 
it was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to use that guide-

line to show my practice, to 
show the ideas that I have.”

Painter Marcus Dunn uses 
portraiture as a way to ex-
plore the notion of communi-
ty and, specifically, the delin-
eations between self-identity 
and assigned identity.

Dunn, who is of Tuscaro-
ra and non-Native descent, 
explained the subjects of his 
portraits are individuals who 
shared Indigenous commu-
nity, culture and customs, 
but were not officially rec-
ognized by the government 
as being Indigenous.

For him, portraiture 
provides an opportunity to 
see past the archival pho-
tographs.

“One thing I want peo-
ple to look at when they see 
these paintings is they’re 
not photographs, so they’re 
still somewhat abstracted, 
but I want people to look at 
these as ‘These are Indige-
nous people who were not 
recognized,’ ” he said.

The individuals he por-
trays in the works displayed 
in “Likeness” are people 
from his hometown and 
community. Dunn said these 
paintings are a way to bring 
attention to the overarching 
narrative through the use of 

visual storytelling.
“It’s almost like looking 

through a family photo al-
bum,” Dunn said. “When 
you’re doing representa-
tional painting, it’s some-
thing that draws people 
into a larger narrative. 
When you decide to paint 
something that’s coming 
from a photograph, it’s a 

way of extending it to visu-
al storytelling.”

For Dunn, portraiture 
offers a window into the 
lives of his subjects, so 
viewers may consider what 
their experiences were.

“You not only see these 
faces,” Dunn said, “but you 
also think about what kind of 
lives they might have lived.”
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‘Likeness’ explores portraiture in all its forms
DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR

From left, Marcus Dunn’s “Henry,” “Dacedia,” “Locklear (Girl)” and “Elisha” are displayed in the exhibition “Likeness” through Aug. 19 in Strohl Art Center.

Beth Lo’s “Illustration from Auntie Yang’s Great Soybean Picnic.”

Luis Sahagún Nuño’s “Barrida: Gloria ‘Lochita’ Nuño & Maria 
‘Toñita’ Nuño.”

Beth Lo’s “Illustration from Auntie Yang’s Great Soybean Picnic.”



6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. Sign 
up with payment one to two days 
before event at 716-357-6281 or 
sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: David 
Gluck (Hindu-based Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:30 (8:30–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 

Peace Through Compassion. Hall of 
Missions Grove

9:00 Jack’s Nature Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall

9:00 Member Coffee Hour. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) CWC 
House

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Rabbi 
Peter Berg, senior rabbi, The Temple. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Jewish Mysticism and Philosophy.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:00  (10-3) Archives Exhibitions Open. 
“True and False Artifacts.” Oliver 
Archives Center 

10:00 School of Music: Chamber Concert 
#7. Fletcher Music Hall

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Alsu Kurmasheva, editor, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty. Roger Carstens, 
former U.S. special presidential envoy 
for hostage affairs. Almar Latour, 
CEO, Dow Jones; publisher, The Wall 
Street Journal. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

11:30 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 

Behind Colonnade

12:00   (12-2) Workshop. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage House.) 
“The Dance of Opposites: Resilience in 
a Polarized World.”  African American 
Heritage House, 40 Scott

12:15 Summer On The Steps. A Reading 
and Open Mic with Chautauqua 
Literary Arts Staff. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Challah Baking Class. (Programmed by 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

12:15 Twelve-Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:30 Betsy’s Garden Talk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club) 
“Amphitheater Gardens & Carnahan 
Jackson Garden.” Betsy Burgeson, 
supervisor of gardens and landscapes, 
Chautauqua Institution. Odland Plaza

12:30   (12:30-1:30) Origami. Money folds.  
Workshop for adults and youth ages 10 
and up. Smith Memorial Library

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) Lutheran House

12:30 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim Prayer. 
Jumu’ah Prayer Service will follow. Hall 
of Christ Sanctuary

12:45 Catholic Speaker Series. “Sisters of 
St. Joseph: Unifying Love Here, There, 
and Everywhere.” Sr. Pat Trovato, SSJ 
and Sr. Pat McDermott, SSJ, Sisters of 
St. Joseph, Rochester, NY. Methodist 
House Chapel

1:00 School of Music. Opera 
Conservatory Sing-Out. Fletcher 
Music Hall

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 
free instruction, then opt to play for fee. 
Bowling Green

1:00 (1-3) Open House. (Programmed by 
the African American Heritage House.) 
African American Heritage House, 40 
Scott

1:00 (1-3) Mah Jongg. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Memberships available at the door. 
CWC House

1:15 Informal Critique Session. 
(Programmed by the Friends of the 
Chautauqua Writers’ Center.) Bring 10 
copies of one page of poetry or prose. 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Garden Room

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Matthew D. Taylor, senior scholar, 
Institute for Islamic, Christian and 
Jewish Studies. Hall of Philosophy and 
CHQ Assembly

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) U.U. House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) Episcopal Cottage

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Sponsored 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office.) Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall

3:30 Jewish Lecture Series. (Sponsored by 
the Department of Religion and Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House.) Updated topic: 
“Everyday Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin, Talmudical Seminary of 
Brooklyn. Hall of Philosophy

4:00 School of Music: Percussion 
Ensemble Concert. Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall

4:00 School of Music Piano Program Play 
Out. Sherwood-Marsh 101 

4:00    (4-5) Neurodiverse Families 
Gathering. (Sponsored by the IDEA 
Office.) Invitation to individuals and 
families to connect and informally 
network at Chautauqua. Jessica 
Trapasso Memorial Pavilion at 
Children’s School

5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening Service. 
“Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcoming the 
Sabbath.” Cantors Jodi Sufrin and Roy 
Einhorn. Post-Service Pizza Picnic in 
the Park. Bring your own beverage. 
Bring salad or dessert to share. Miller 
Park (Rain location Smith Wilkes Hall)

5:00 Chautauqua Men’s Softball League. 
Sharpe Field

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Flow.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

6:00  THEATER. New Play 
Workshop Staged Reading. All 
the Little Boxes, by Vichet Chum; 
directed by Mei Ann Teo (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors Center 
ticket offices and one hour before 
curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Talkback to 
follow. Bratton Theater

6:15 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. Anyone 
interested in singing for Sunday 
worship must attend one rehearsal; 
two or more recommended. Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

7:30 Sung Compline. (Programmed by the 
Episcopal Cottage.) Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. The Avett 
Brothers. Amphitheater 

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. “Soundtrack 
To A Coup D’etat.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

Sa
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AUGUST 2

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:15 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Carol 
McKiernan (Silent Meditation/
Centering Prayer.) Hall of Philosophy

8:00 Annual Old First Night Run/
Walk Race. (Programmed by the 
Sports Club.) Sign up in advance at 

oldfirstnight.com. Sports Club

9:00 Old First Night Youth Fun Runs. 
(Programmed by the Sports Club.) 
1-mile, 100-yard dash, Toddler Trot 
and Diaper Crawl. Sign up in advance 
at oldfirstnight.com. Ages 1-13. Sports 
Club

9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House

9:30 Shabbat Music Morning Service. 
(Programmed by the Hebrew 
Congregation.) Roy Einhorn, cantor; 
Jodi Surfin, cantor; Josh Stafford, 
organist; Chautauqua Motet Choir. 
Kiddush lunch to follow. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

10:00 NOW Generation Summerfest. Youth 
Activities Center

12:30 Chabad Jewish House Lunch n’ Learn. 
“Ethics of our Fathers.” Rabbi Zalman 
and Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

1:00 (1–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:00 Contemporary Issues Forum. 
(Programmed by Chautauqua Women’s 
Club.) “The Biology of Alzheimer’s 
Disease and the Challenge of 
Treatment.” Arthur S. Levine, M.D., 
distinguished university professor, 
medicine, molecular genetics, and 
neurobiology; senior vice chancellor 
emeritus, Health Sciences; dean 
emeritus, School of Medicine, University 
of Pittsburgh. Hall of Philosophy

4:30 Cinema Film Screening. “Soundtrack 
To A Coup D’etat.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:15 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. Anyone 
interested in singing for Sunday worship 
must attend one rehearsal; two or more 
recommended. Fletcher Music Hall

7:30  THEATER. New Play 
Workshop Staged Reading. All the 
Little Boxes, by Vichet Chum; directed 
by Mei Ann Teo (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate Welcome 
Center or Visitors Center ticket offices 
and one hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Talkback to follow. Bratton 
Theater

8:00 Cinema Film Screening. “Flow.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

8:15 LAUFEY WITH THE CHAUTAUQUA 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. “Laufey: 
A Night at the Symphony” with the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. 
Amphitheater
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