
KAITLYN FINCHLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Since Roe V. Wade 
was overturned 
through the Dobbs 
decision, abor-
tion laws and de-
bates have heavily 
centered a Chris-
tian perspective 
of what abortion 
should look like in the 
United States. However, 
these conversations do 
not include other reli-
gious perspectives, such 
as Judaism, where abor-
tion is permissible.

Lisa Fishbayn Joffe, the 
Shulamit Reinharz Director 
of the Hadassah-Brandeis 
Institute at Brandeis Uni-
versity, will deliver her 
lecture “Do Abortion Bans 
Violate Jews’ Religious 
Freedom?” at 2 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Philosophy 
for the Week Seven Inter-
faith Lecture Series theme, 
“Whose Body, Whose 
Choice? Religion, Sexual 
Politics, and the Law.”

“I’m going to talk about 
Jewish approaches to 
abortion and the ways in 

which regulations 
that have come 
into effect since 
the Dobbs decision 
are inconsistent 
with what Jewish 
law and tradition 
have to say about 
the situations in 
which abortion 
may be permissible 

and sometimes required,” 
Fishbayn Joffe said.

Jewish law permits, and 
actually requires, abortion 
in order to preserve the life 
and health of the pregnant 
person, she said.

“It’s important to un-
derstand that there are re-
ligious perspectives that 
support abortion rights 
that are well-founded in 
a range of religious tra-
ditions,” Fishbayn Joffe 
said. “It calls into ques-
tion the legal and moral 
validity of laws that have 
come into effect in states  
around the country post-
Dobbs that impair the 
ability of minority reli-
gions, like Judaism.”

SUSIE ANDERSON  
& GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

When celebrity chef Car-
la Hall teaches her culinary 
masterclass this evening in 
Norton Hall, she not only aims 
to share her love for the meal 
she’s preparing, but make a 
point that one can never get 
too high-brow to make some-
thing you love. 

She’ll be making hot dogs.
“I want to make some-

thing approachable,” Hall 
said. “Most chefs, if they leave 
a fine dining restaurant, the 
thing that they want to make 
is a hamburger or something. 
Hot dogs, pizza or tacos, too, 
because those are the dishes that have memo-
ries, and it’s just comforting.”

But before her masterclass, for the Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series Week Seven theme 
“Kwame Alexander and Friends: The Power of 
One,” chef, author and television personality 
Hall will discuss the importance of cooking 
with love at 10:45 a.m. today in the Amphithe-
ater in conversation with Alexander.

In curating this week, Alexander had two 
primary considerations: “Who am I going to 
be interested in hearing from? That’s going 
to make it just a huge deal for me,” Alexan-
der said. “So that was the first thing. Second 
thing, who has a story that I think will reso-
nate with Chautauqua? I just want interesting 
people who have a story to tell.”

Honored with the Grande Dame Award 
from Les Dames d’Escoffier for contribu-
tions in the field of food and recipient of an 
NAACP Image Awards nomination, Hall defi-
nitely fits the bill.

Hall first became a fan favorite when she 
competed on “Top Chef” and “Top Chef: All 
Stars” and shared her philosophy of food as a 
source of connection. 
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Alexander, Hall to 
talk importance of 
cooking with love

Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class of 2025 
celebrated with pomp, circumstance of Recognition Day
SUSIE ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday night, the Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scien-
tific Circle Class of 2025, 
named “The Connection 
Seekers,” processed from 
the Literary Arts Cen-
ter at Alumni Hall to the 
Hall of Philosophy to the 
tune of Coldplay’s “Yellow,” 
shrouded in darkness ex-
cept for the light of can-
dles. After forging cama-
raderie among themselves 
as a class on Sunday, by 
the end of the Recognition 
Day ceremonies today, they 
will transform into CLSC 
alumni, establishing con-
nections stretching back to  
a 147-year history of liter-
ary tradition.

After a morning filled 
with faith and song in 
the Baccalaureate during 
morning worship and the 
Sacred Song Service, the 
Vigil Ceremony brought the 
100-member class to a qui-
eter contemplation of the 
week ahead. CLSC Class of 
2025 Co-Presidents Nieve 
Kelly and Susan Turnquist 
highlighted the connec-
tions that tie class mem-
bers to one another: a 
shared love of books, an af-

fection for Chautauqua and 
a desire to graduate into a 
storied literary community.

The ceremony included 
a reading of Meghri Sarkas-
sian’s “Ode to Aspen Tree” 
and Joe Cole’s “The Tranquil 
Place,” a musical interlude of 
“Rainbow Connection” and 

an address from the class 
honoree, local artist Kirsten 
Engstrom. From the Baptist 
House to the Hall of Mis-
sions, Engstrom’s statues 
are themselves fixtures of 
Chautauqua as they grace 
the lawns of a number of de-
nominational houses. From 

the Hall of Philosophy podi-
um, Engstrom addressed the 
class by discussing her artis-
tic career and the class sym-
bol, her sculptures of hu-
mans gathered together with 
arms outstretched, looking 
to the sky with a smile.

Fishbayn Joffe offers 
Jewish perspective, 
rules on abortion

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class of 2025 make their way to the Hall of Philosophy for 
their Vigil Ceremony Sunday, during a candlelight procession from the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 

Puccini’s ‘La bohème’ to be staged 
once more by Chautauqua Opera

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Cast members of La bohème rehearse alongside the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Chautauqua Opera 
Company General and Artistic Director Steven Osgood, Monday in the Amphitheater.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Apprentice Artists Cara Bender, soprano, and Eric Botto, 
tenor, perform as Mimì and Rodolfo during dress rehearsal 
Monday in the Amp.

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 82° L 60°
Rain: 6%
Sunset: 8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
H 81° L 61°
Rain: 6%
Sunrise: 6:17 a.m. Sunset: 8:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY
H 82° L 62°
Rain: 17%
Sunrise: 6:18 a.m. Sunset: 8:27 p.m. 
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LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

S cènes de la vie de bohème (Scenes of Bohemian 
Life) by Henri Murger has provided theatrical in-
spiration for centuries. In 1896, Giacomo Puccini 

used the book as inspiration for his opera La bohème, 
and 100 years later, using the same text as inspiration, 
Jonathan Larson wrote the musical Rent.

In its only full-length production this season, the 
Chautauqua Opera Company will present La bohème at 
8:15 p.m. tonight at the Amphitheater.

The production stars Chautauqua Opera’s Appren-
tice Artists, with Cara Bender as Mimì, Victoria Lawal 
as Musetta, Eric Botto as Rodolfo, Joel Balzun as Mar-
cello, Erik Tofte as Schaunard, Seoyong Lee as Colline 
and Robert Feng as Benoît and Alcindoro.
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JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

On the second floor of Fowl-
er-Kellogg Art Center, a se-
lection of works by Chau-
tauqua Visual Arts’ guest 
faculty members are on view 
in “Harmony” through Aug. 
10. Curated by Susan and 
John Turben Director of CVA 
Galleries Judy Barie, the ex-
hibition highlights the per-
sonal practices of the art-
ists teaching the residents 
enrolled in this summer’s 
six-week program, which 
recently concluded.

Two summers into the 
role, CVA Artistic Director 
Erika b Hess said her expe-
rience with the program has 
been “incredibly rewarding.” 
Charged with revitalizing 
the artist residency program 
in the School of Art, Hess 
helmed the six- and two-
week residencies and brought 
a wide selection of visiting 
faculty members to the pro-
gram to work with students.

“The artists we have 
brought in as residents and 
students have been wonder-
ful to work with,” Hess said. 
“They not only are making 
progress in the studio, they 
have been able to go to con-
certs and performances at 
Chautauqua and allowed that 
to seep into their artwork.”

The faculty members fa-
cilitating the program are 
“leading voices in the field,” 
according to Hess, but are 
also acting as mentors and 

teachers for the emerging 
artists in the residency pro-
gram. To Hess, the guest fac-
ulty who teach residency stu-
dents are “essential,” bringing 
their unique perspectives 
and artistic practices to the 
grounds to introduce current 
students to new materials, 
mediums and techniques.

She said it is “rare” for 
artist residency programs 
like this one to have the 
same level of access to es-
tablished practicing artists. 
For her, the exhibition offers 
a glimpse into their practic-
es and a chance for Chau-

tauquans to experience the 
creativity of the faculty.

“The show offers a com-
pelling snapshot of their 
practices and gives Chau-
tauquans a chance to en-
gage directly with the cre-
ative energy shaping this 
summer,” she said.

Hess said “Harmony” re-
flects the “depth and diver-
sity” of artists who taught 
in this season’s program 
and offers a glimpse into 
the conversations and in-
vestigations happening in 
the artists’ studios.

“It’s a chance for Chau-
tauquans to experience the 
caliber of artists we bring to 
the grounds and the energy 
they infuse into our com-
munity,” she said.
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STEAMBOAT ADVENTURES

aboard the

Cruise the lake on one of only four authentic steam-
powered vessels left in America! Historically narrated

excursions depart from the Bell Tower!

• Cruise and picnic
• Private parties
• Dinner cruises
• Cocktail cruises

Check website for 
cruise information 
and daily schedule
www.269belle.com

Check website269belle.com for daily schedule

For all trip
information and 
accurate daily 
Chautauqua

weather report, 
scan here!

STEAMBOAT ADVENTURES

aboard the

CVA, School of Art come together in ‘Harmony’ faculty exhibition

Adilene Rosales’ “Infant” and “Hope.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Pieces are displayed in the exhibition “Harmony: 2025 School of Art Faculty” on the second floor of Fowler-Kellogg Art Center.

See HARMONY, Page 3



While the galleries and school 
are separate branches of CVA, 
they often intertwine and in-
tersect through collabora-
tions during the season. Hess 
sees exhibitions as part of the 
learning experience because 
residents and community 
members alike find inspira-
tion through the works on 
display during the season. 

“Residents and Chautau-
quans benefit from dynamic, 
idea-driven programming,” 
she said. “It creates a vibrant 
exchange that enriches both 
artists and audiences.” 

She said she hopes Chau-
tauquans will understand the 
importance of their support 
in fostering a place where the 
visual arts can continue to 
evolve and thrive. For emerg-
ing and established artists 
alike, the residency program 
is a valuable opportunity to 
connect with other artists 
and expand their practices.

“I want Chautauquans to 
know how impactful their 
support is,” she said. “This is a 
place where artists grow, take 
risks and form lifelong con-
nections. I’m excited to keep 
building on that momentum 
while staying rooted in Chau-
tauqua’s creative spirit.”

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

“Likeness” exhibiting artist 
Luis Alvaro Sahagún Nuño 
will deliver the penultimate 
presentation in the 2025 
Chautauqua Visual Arts 
Lecture Series at 6:30 p.m. 
tonight in Hultquist Center.

For Sahagún Nuño, lec-
tures like this one are a way 
to foster vulnerability and 
openness through candid 
dialogues about his artistic 
practice.

“I really love doing artist 
talks,” he said. “I’m working 
toward perfecting them, 
whatever that means for 
me, but it does bring up in-
securities. There’s a group 
of people coming to listen 
to me talk about something 
that is like sharing my dia-
ry. The work that I’m doing, 
this isn’t coming through 
ego, but it’s coming through 
vulnerability where it’s like 
uncharted territory.”

Sahagún Nuño sees visual 
art as being a healing prac-
tice with immense potential 
for restoration. His practice 
incorporates many materi-
als — some industrial, some 
natural — to enact healing 
for the subjects of his paint-
ings. For him, painting is a 

ritual of healing in which he 
engages with his subject to 
explore and heal from the 
adversity they have faced in 
their lives.

During his lecture, Sa-
hagún Nuño said audience 
members may “expect a fel-
low human that is experi-
encing life.” He said that he 
“doesn’t have things figured 
out,” but uses art as a meth-
od of community-building 
and finding ways to be en-
gaged in and support the 
communities he is a part of.

He said he hopes to en-
gage with audience mem-
bers in an “honest, sincere” 
conversation and foster a 
trusting space that allows 
everyone to be open and 
vulnerable.

“Maybe if the opportunity 
arises, (we can) have critical 
and important conversa-
tions (about) things that are 
currently happening in our 
times,” he said. “Whether it’s 
the political administration, 
whether it’s about healing, 
whether it’s about suffering.”

For the artist, his work 
transcends the individual 
nature of each portrait. In-
stead, it’s a way of under-
standing his community and 
finding ways to heal and re-

store the emotional, psycho-
logical and physical well-be-
ing of those he is close with.

“This work really doesn’t 
belong to me, and this work 
really isn’t about the individ-
ual portraits. It’s really about 
us,” he said. “It’s really a re-
flection about how we are 
all currently  — regardless of 
race, class and gender  — go-
ing through a moment where 
we need healing, where we 
need community, where we 
need attention and we need 
love and we need patience 
and we need forgiveness.” 
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

A free, 90-minute workshop to 
help create a Chautauqua where 
everyone belongs! 

Monday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 

Registration encouraged.  
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

Creating an  
Inclusive Chautauqua

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 

Ask the Staff Tent Time: Time Change
This week, Ask the Staff Tent Time will be held from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. today on Bestor Plaza. The format 
of Tent Time has shifted to a small group format for the 
remainder of the season. This change is intended to ac-
commodate the anticipated number of Chautauquans 
interested in sharing their ideas on financial sustain-
ability. Staff members participating this week include 
Interim Chief Executive Kyle Keogh, Vice President of 
Performing and Visual Arts Laura Savia and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Angela Schuettler.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Betsy Burgeson will lead Gloves-on Gardening Lessons 
at 8 a.m. today at the picnic tables in lower Miller Park. 
Burgeson relocates her hands-on gardening instruc-
tion to a different location, offering a new waterside 
setting for practical garden learning. This session cov-
ers late summer garden maintenance, plant care tech-
niques and seasonal gardening strategies. Participants 
are encouraged to bring gloves if available. 

Jack Gulvin leads the Tree Walk at 4:15 p.m. today 
starting at Smith Wilkes Hall’s lakeside patio. Gulvin 
continues his arboricultural education series, focusing 
on summer tree identification and the role of trees in 
supporting local ecosystems.

Join the Chautauqua Choir
Sing with the Chautauqua Choir this season for per-
formances in the morning and evening Sunday worship 
services. This choir is open to those who have expe-
rience singing in choirs and the ability to read music. 
Anyone interested must attend one out of three week-
ly rehearsals, although two or more are recommend-
ed. Rehearsals are from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. at Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall or Fletcher Music Hall. (See Daily calendar 
for days and dates; look for directional signage near 
Lenna Hall.) New members should arrive early for their 
first rehearsal to register and be assigned a music fold-
er. Email choir@chq.org or call 716-357-6321 for more 
information.

CLSC Class of 2011 news
The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class of 
2011 will meet at 8:30 a.m. today on Bestor Plaza be-
hind our Class of 2011 banner to march to the Hall of 
Philosophy.

CLSC Class of 2023 news
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle Class of 2023 
members, please join us at 8 a.m. today in the Luther-
an House for a light breakfast (coffee and fruit). After-
wards, we will march together in the Recognition Day 
Parade to celebrate this year’s graduates!

Free CPR class today
There will be a free Stop the Bleed, Hands-Free CPR 
class from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. today in the Chautauqua 
Volunteer Fire Department Hall on Massey. For more 
information, call 941-716-1729.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The Flea Boutique is open from noon to 2 p.m. today 
behind the Colonnade.

Language Hour is from 1 to 2 p.m. today in the CWC 
House. 

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library hosts a Fiber Arts Get To-
gether at 9:15 a.m. today in the listening room. Bring 
your project to share with friends. At 3:45 p.m. today 
in the upstairs classroom, join museum educator Annie 
Storr for the workshop “Exercises for the Quiet Eye: 
Learn New Techniques for Viewing Art.” All library pro-
grams are free and in-person; limited seating is first-
come, first-served.

Twelve Step meeting
There will be a Twelve Step meeting from 12:15 to 1:15 
p.m. today in the Marion Lawrence Room, located up-
stairs in Hurlbut Church.

Homeboys Group Talk held today
At 12:15 p.m. today in the UCC Randell Chapel (a change 
from the time listed in the weekly calendar insert) 
the Department of Religion welcomes Homeboys and 
Homegirls from Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles. 
They will share their stories and are always happy to 
answer questions. 

‘Likeness’ exhibiting artist Sahagún Nuño 
to deliver lecture tonight for CVA series

SAHAGÚN NUÑO

ChautauquaNYHomes.com
DebbieRoweRealtor@gmail.com
1 Morris Ave., Chautauqua, NY

@ChautauquaNYHomes

Debbie Rowe
Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

Congratulations to
the CLSC Class 

of 2025

homeIT'S GOOD TO BE

716.640.6507

While “briefly” on page 3, the Briefly column appears 
on page 2 daily and is intended to provide space for 
announcements from Institution-related organizations. If a 
meeting or activity is featured that day in a story, it should 
not be repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information 
to Alexandra McKee in the Daily’s editorial office. Please 
provide the name of the organization, time and place of 
meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

HARMONY
FROM PAGE 2

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Pieces by Andrea Myers are displayed in “Harmony: 2025 School of Art Faculty” on the second floor of Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

Adrienne Tarver’s “Thresholds (Diptych).”

James Stanley’s “Lands of fools.”

chqdaily.com



Going to culinary school at 
30 years old, Hall first start-
ed her own lunch delivery 
service as a “fluke” while she 
was in Paris modeling; her 
colleagues’ first question 
was “Who’s cooking?” The 
models had Sunday dinners, 
going back and forth about 
their favorite family dish-
es when Hall realized she 
didn’t know her mother’s 
recipes so well.

While she did hang out 
in the kitchen while her 
grandmother cooked, Hall 
was uninterested in her 
methods and stuck around 
in hopes of a taste test or 
getting a bowl to lick clean. 
The role of connection 
around food is paramount, 
Hall said, as it brings people 
together in the moment and 
through memory.

“What I love was the so-
cialization that took place 
in the kitchen, and that’s 
what it was like at home. 
In hindsight, I was recreat-
ing the Sunday suppers at 
my grandmother’s house,” 
Hall said. “When I’m feeling 
homesick, I’m either looking 
for people to eat with or a 
particular dish. Even when 
I was on ‘Top Chef,’ when I 
was really nervous, I made 
food for a challenge that I 
wanted to eat later — the 
chicken pot pie.”

Plus, chicken pot pie is 
one of her absolute favor-
ites. Hall considers herself a 
“food whisperer,” in that she 
can always taste someone’s 

heart in the food — or lack 
thereof.

“I think there are a lot of 
people who cook with ego. 
They’re more concerned 
with what the dish looks 
like, not how it’s going or 
sharing a part of yourself,” 
Hall said. “I think it’s female 
energy versus male energy. 
I’m not saying you have to be 
a woman, but it is that nur-
turing energy that wants to 
hug somebody versus look 
at what I can do, which I 
think is male energy.”

Family recipes and shared 
stories through food influ-
ence who people are. When 
Hall cooks for her mother 
— who has dementia — food 
like her grandmother’s oat-
meal sandwich creams help 
Hall’s mother remember 
that her own mama used to 
make them; that kind of im-
pression is something she 
enjoys from other’s dishes, 
as well.

“A potluck is the ultimate 
community-building event. 
Everybody’s bringing some-
thing, and you get to talk 
to people about their food 
and how they made it. If you 
have like, 10 macaroni and 
cheese dishes, each maca-
roni and cheese comes from 
some memory of that per-
son,” Hall said. “In hearing 
those stories, you’re build-
ing community. Even with 
my cookbook, every dish has 
a reason, even if I just want-
ed to learn how to make it, 
but I wanted to learn how to 
make it because of a reason, 
event or experience.”
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Since the Dobbs decision, 
she said there have been a 
number of cases brought in 
states around the country.

“Jewish parties, indi-
viduals, groups and clergy 
people have argued that 
their ability to follow their 
faith and live the values of 
their religious tradition are 
impaired by laws that ban 
abortion, ban use of certain 
reproductive technologies 
or prevent clergy from of-
fering advice based on what 
Jewish law has to say to 
people who are considering 
whether to have an abor-

tion,” Fishbayn Joffe said.
Fishbayn Joffe also ad-

vocates for women through 
the Boston Agunah Task 
Force. As a co-founder of 
the Boston Agunah Task 
Force — devoted to re-
search, education and ad-
vocacy for women under 
Jewish family law — Fish-
bayn Joffe said Jewish mar-
riage cannot be dissolved 
by a rabbinical court.

“It has to be something 
that is delivered from the 
husband to the wife,” she 
said. “The husband basi-
cally has a veto power over 
whether a marriage can 
end, and that means that 
Jewish law gives a signif-

icant bargaining endow-
ment to husbands that may 
allow them to keep their 
wife in a marriage.”

A woman who is not able 
to secure a divorce is called 
an “agunah,” which Fishbayn 
Joffe said technically means, 
“chained woman” or “chained 
to a dead marriage.”

“The work that we do on 
the Agunah Task Force is 
to provide advice, educa-
tion and support to people 
going through this (and) to 
engage in advocacy, to do 
research about possible 
solutions,” she said, “... and, 
to educate the community 
about the problem, to try 
to create a consensus that 

this behavior, on behalf of 
some men who refuse to 
release their wives, is un-
acceptable.”

Fishbayn Joffe said she 
wants people to under-
stand the “restrictive laws 
and abortion bans” both 
reflect and accommodate 
a conception some Chris-
tians hold about the per-
missibility of abortion.

“It amounts to a form of 
establishment, and … it im-
pairs the ability of Jewish 
people to make important 
life choices with reference 
to their religious values and 
to freely exercise their reli-
gion,” Fishbayn Joffe said.

The CLSC’s Class of 2025’s 
Kate Kimball gift — named 
in honor of the first ex-
ecutive secretary of the 
CLSC and a woman known 
as its “Mother Superior” — 
was a donation in honor of 
the preservation of Eng-
strom’s sculptures stand-
ing throughout the Chau-
tauqua grounds.

Vigil Committee mem-
ber Jim Steadman offered 
closing remarks on the 
quaking aspen, chosen as 
the class plant due to its 
unique root system that 
allows the trees to com-
municate, share resourc-
es and support each other. 
Just like the quaking aspen, 
members of the CLSC Class 
of 2025 are stronger as a 
collective than they are 
alone. The class recessed to 
Alumni Hall to John Cross’ 
performance of “Quak-
ing Aspen,” as CLSC alum-
ni lined up and applauded 
from the Brick Walk.

The CLSC Class of 2025 
will gather at 8:15 a.m. today 
at the Hall of Christ for the 
reveal of their class banner, 
its final appearance a mys-
tery to everyone besides 
the banner committee.

“It’s a really special mo-
ment for the class,” said 
Stephine Hunt, managing 
director of literary arts, “It’s 
not something that anyone 
has seen except for the peo-
ple who designed it.”

At 8:30 a.m. today on 
Bestor Plaza, CLSC alumni 

will gather behind their re-
spective class banners and 
parade toward the Hall of 
Philosophy while the CLSC 
Class of 2025  processes 
to the Golden Gates with 
their banner held by the 
clubbers of Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club, following the lead of 
Grand Marshal and Interim 
Chief Executive of Chau-
tauqua Kyle Keogh.

While the gatekeeper 
and messenger who open 
the Golden Gates typical-
ly represent Chautauqua 
founders John Heyl Vincent 
and Lewis Miller, this year 
marks a shift in tradition 
as two women will lead the 
class for the first time in 
CLSC history.

Community members Bi-
jou Clinger and Deb Blodgett 
will serve as gatekeeper and 
messenger in the roles of 
Kate Kimball and Ida Tarbell, 
reciting a poem together 
before opening the Golden 
Gates to the Class of 2025. In 
1883, Tarbell began writing 
for The Chautauquan, a mag-
azine published by Theodore 
Flood that covered temper-
ance, education and labor 
issues and helped Chautau-
quans communicate with 
and grow CLSC membership.

“People who couldn’t have 
books could subscribe to The 
Chautauquan journal, and 
it would have lots of things 
for them to read that could 
count toward their gradua-
tion from the CLSC,” said Pat 
McDonald, president of the 
Alumni Association.

Tarbell also contribut-

ed to The Chautauquan 
Assembly Herald, an eight-
page paper covering the 
many happenings in Chau-
tauqua Institution, now 
known as The Chautau-
quan Daily.

“This unique little pa-
per will be enriched by the 
pen of Miss Ida M. Tarbell, 
a young lady of fine liter-
ary mind, endowed with the 
peculiar gift of clear and 
forcible expression,” reads 
the description of Tarbell’s 
work for the Youth’s CLSC 
in an edition of the Assem-
bly Herald from Aug. 6, 1884.

With skills honed at the 
Assembly Herald, Tarbell 
channeled her “peculiar 
gift” into writing about 
women’s rights and tem-
perance, cementing her 
reputation as one of the 
most renowned “muckrak-
er” journalists of the 19th 
and 20th centuries.

Following the recitation 
and opening of the gates by 
representatives of Tarbell 
and Kimball, the CLSC Class 
of 2025 will ascend through 
the lakeside entrance of the 
Hall of Philosophy to their 
graduation ceremony, ac-
companied by the songs 
of the Motet Choir and a 
shower of flowers from 
Group One children from 
Children’s School and Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club.

“We try to get them to 
pelt the flowers at their feet, 
but some pelt more gently 
than others,” Hunt said.

Once seated in the Hall 
of Philosophy, the cere-

mony will commence with 
addresses from Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair of 
Education Jordan Steves and 
Michael I. Rudell Artistic Di-
rector of Literary Arts and 
Inaugural Writer-in-Resi-
dence Kwame Alexander, as 
well as a responsive reading 
led by Hunt. While celebrat-
ing the literary accomplish-
ments of the CLSC Class 
of 2025, for McDonald, the 
Recognition Day ceremony 
reflects a broader celebra-
tion of learning.

“It makes you feel the 
love for Chautauqua and 
the love for our country. 
It’s like, ‘Look at us — we’re 
celebrating learning,’ ” Mc-
Donald said. “I was a teach-
er and librarian, so that’s 
what I can’t ever get over.”

Leaving the Hall of Phi-
losophy as alumni, the 
CLSC Class of 2025 will 
proceed to the Amphithe-
ater for Alexander and Car-
la Hall’s 10:45 a.m. lecture.

“We purposely pick peo-
ple who are literary-mind-
ed and fun for that lecture, 
and I think Kwame and 
Carla Hall will be great for 
our CLSC folks,” said Hunt.

While celebrating the 
CLSC Class of 2025, Mc-
Donald emphasized the 
importance of Chautauqua 
community members join-
ing in the festivities, one 
that makes Chautauqua 
unique in a particular way.

“Nowhere else in the 
world are we parading for 
people who read books,” 
said McDonald.

The Studio Artists and one 
Apprentice Artist will com-
prise the chorus, including 
Kathiana Dargenson, Em-
ily Finke, Lwazi Hlati, Joel 
Clemens, Rosamund Dyer, 
Lindsey Weissman, Ch-
uanyuan Liu, Carlos Ahrens 
and Antonio Domino. 

“It’s featuring our Young 
Artists, (and) for many of 
them, it’s their first chance 
to sing big roles — these spe-
cific roles in a classic,” said 
General and Artistic Director 
Steven Osgood said. “Some of 
them, if they’ve sung the role 
before, it hasn’t been with a 
full orchestra — so this is a 
unique career opportunity 
for the singers who are sing-
ing the principal roles.”

Osgood is the conductor 
for La bohème, and Keturah 
Stickann is the stage direc-
tor. Stickann is no stranger 
to Chautauqua Opera, hav-
ing worked on the companies 
productions of The Mother of 
Us All, L’Orfeo and last sum-
mer’s Hansel and Gretel. Prior 
to her directing work, Sticka-
nn was a professional dancer 
and known for originating the 
role of the gazelle in Zandra 
Rhodes’ 2004 production of 
The Pearl Fishers. 

Stickann is a director and 
choreographer for operas 
both new and old; notably, 
she’s been involved in Jake 
Heggie and Gene Scheer’s 
Moby-Dick from its world 
premiere in 2010 with Dallas 
Opera, to its run at the Met-
ropolitan Opera in March of 
this year.

For La bohème, even 
though it first debuted over 
100 years ago, Stickann feels 
that modern audiences can 
still resonate with the tale’s 

message.
“It’s a timeless story. It’s 

a story of love and death, 
young love and grappling 
with death at a young age, 
and a group of friends that 
are just trying to make it in 
the world without having 
money and status,” Stick-
ann said. “I think that it’s 
all things that we still deal 
with today, so it lends itself 
to today’s world in the same 
way that it would have in its 
own time.”

From opera aficionados 
to newbies, La bohème is a 
timeless story and is rep-
resentative of the verismo 
operatic tradition, which 
emphasizes realism in por-
traying the world.

“It really is a perfect first 
opera: the music is glorious 
(and) it’s very tuneful,” Stick-
ann said. “It’s also tunes that, 
even if you haven’t been into 
opera, I can guarantee you’ve 
heard some of them — they’ve 
just been in the air, they’re 
in commercials, they’re in 
soundtracks. You’ll recognize 
the music.”

The Italian classic’s fram-
ing has a slight twist in this 
production — not just the 
lens through which the op-
era is framed, but in the 
chamber chorus bringing 
the characters to life.

The result is an intimate 
performance that is cham-
ber in scale but with all the 
power and grandeur of La 
bohème in its emotional im-
pact. He emphasized that, al-
though some elements of the 
opera’s framing are new, it is 
still La bohème with its same 
beloved score.

“La bohème is usually a big 
splashy production, and so in 
order to do it with a compa-
ny of 16 singers requires some 
imagination, and that’s what 

Keturah Stickann, our direc-
tor, has really poured into 
this,” Osgood said.

This La bohème incorpo-
rates a staging concept Stick-
ann first used in 2020. 

“I’ve done this concept 
(before, and) I’ve put on 
bohème four times, and then 
I’ve assisted bohème twice,” 
Stickann said. “So this is my 
sixth bohème, and I never get 
tired of it.”

The twist in this rendi-
tion was born out of specific 
staging requirements vocal 
productions faced amidst the 
pandemic. 

“I had to think about, 
how do I tell this love story? 
How do I tell this story of La 
bohème if no one can touch 
each other?” Stickann said. 
“I started thinking about the 
fact that Henri Murger, who 
wrote the original Scènes de 
la vie de bohème (Scenes of 
Bohemian Life), he was writ-
ing essentially using himself 
as the protagonist and writ-
ing about his friends — and 
so I thought, well, what if  
we set the scene 15 years in 
the future?”

Because opera is an art-
form highlighting vocals and 
emotions, they had to find a 
way to preserve those ex-
pressive elements with ade-
quate distance between the 
singers. With the San Diego 
Opera, Stickann directed 
The Drive-In La bohème, 
where audience members 
listen through their car ra-
dios, as is customary at 
drive-in movie theaters.

“Our production is set in 
the 1950s with Rodolfo, but 
when we see his memories, 
they’re set in the 1930s — so 
we’ve got the war in between, 
which puts a whole other 
perspective on what Rodolfo 
may have gone through,” 

Stickann said.
Stickann was sur-

prised that, when they 
first reimagined La bohème 
through this concept in 
2020, they did not have to 
change much at all. 

“The concept works quite 
well, and we don’t change a 
word — we don’t change a 
thing. We tell the story ex-
actly as we would tell the 
story; the only difference 
is that we’re in Rodolfo’s 
apartment the entire time, 
and he can’t touch anybody 
because none of them are 
real,” Stickann said. “But 
otherwise, if you come to 
see La bohème, you will ex-
perience the story the way 
the story is told. We’re just 
framing it in a slightly dif-
ferent way.”

In a final note on the plau-
sibility of singing opera with 
tuberculosis, Stickann re-
minds us what the heart of 
the artform is all about.

“In the most glorious of 
ways, opera is not realistic, 
and it’s why we do operas,” 
Stickann said. “When you 
have emotions that are so 
heavy that you can’t speak 
about them, there’s nothing 
to do but to sing about them.”

I think there are a lot of people who cook with ego. 
They’re more concerned with what the dish looks 
like, not how it’s going or sharing a part of yourself.”

— CARLA HALL
Chef, Author

When you have 
emotions that are so 
heavy that you can’t 
speak about them, 
there’s nothing to do but 
to sing about them.”

— KETURAH STICKANN
Stage Director, 

La bohème
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PARADE ROUTES*
Alumni Association of the CLSC Banner Parade:  

Bestor Plaza to Hall of Philosophy along the Clark Brick Walk

Class of 2025:  
Hall of Christ down Haven to Hall of Philosophy

Parade of Classes; Graduates and Alumni:  
The two parades converge at the Hall of Philosophy. After the 
ceremony, all participants march down Cookman, along South Lake 
Drive and up Bowman to the Amphitheater for the morning lecture.

RECOGNITION DAY SCHEDULE
 8:15 a.m. CLSC Class of 2025 Class Photo and banner reveal, 
  Hall of Christ*
 9 a.m. Alumni Parade, Bestor Plaza to Hall of Philosophy
 9 a.m. Recognition Day Ceremony, Hall of Philosophy
 10 a.m. Parade of Classes
 12 p.m. CLSC Class of 2025 Reception, Alumni Hall Porch*

In Case of Rain:
  * The parade will continue as planned, but with umbrellas  
    and vinyl banners
 * The class photo and banner reveal will occur in the Hall of Philosophy
 * The class reception will be held on the first floor of Alumni Hall

“CONNECTING THROUGH THE WRITTEN WORD”
Susan Adler
Hootan Altafi
Whitney Altafi
Susie Anderson
Donice Applequist
Patricia A. Armstrong
George L. Arnold
Laura Arnold
Barbara Bachman
Scott Bassin
Billie Terrell Blosser
Christine Boniface
James Boniface
Cathy Calamia-Downing
Margaret Calamia-Downing
Craig Turner Carr
Greg Carr
Julee Carr
Rose Carr
Gwendolyn Cartledge
Elinor Hagerman Castle
Molly Castle
Rick Castle
John Comeau
Jane E. Conroe

David J. Dávila
Pauline Deal
Gregory W. Duncan
Pauline Edwards
Laura Eggers
Rachael Lynn Ellis
Lauren Maggie Eluard
Carolyn D. Fanaro!
Brooke M. Foster
Joanna Fox
Rannie French
Lauren Garber
Pamela Gardner
Maximilian Lukas Gersch
Gary Glover
Sally G. Glover
Betsy Callicott Goodell
Sally Betts Goss
Thomas Marks Goss
Jane Haenle
Michelle Hannahs
Jane Haritan
Kitty Hess
Beth Lynn Hinman
Hillary Hirsch

Jennifer Hostutler
Mark Hrabe
Wendy Morton Hudson
Catherine Hunter
Heather N. Jahrling
Clare Kelly
Liz Kelly
Nieve E. Kelly
Beth Kromer
Lori Lampel
Michael Lucke
Marty McClain
Teresa McClain
Carol A. McVetty
Bob Melton
Patrice Mitchell
Ellen A. Morgan
Jackie Goodell Mugnos
Margaret S. Muldoon
Gri"n Olowin
Cynthia Peterson
Susan H. Polos
Amy L. Postigo
Sarah A. Postigo
Linda E. Price

Sandra Redmond, PhD
Amy J. Reimer
Martha Rogus
David K. Rowe
James A. Rowe
Laura Rowe
Nicholas James Rowe
Alison Kaplan Russell
Carrie Blosser Scheckelho!
Melissa Young Schmidt
Brian Selden
Catherine Selden
Julia Seymour
Evelyn Snow
James R. Steadman
Wendy Stephens
Kathleen Link Sullivan
Kerry L. Sweatman
Rebecca J. Thomas
Susan S. Turnquist
Rebecca Young Walsh
Melissa Wassink
Julia Weber
Megan Clark Young
Molly Youngling

RECOGNITION DAY 2025

GUILD OF THE SEVEN SEALS 2025 GRADUATES 
“TO LEARN, TO TEACH, TO SERVE, TO ENJOY”
GUILD OF SEVEN SEALS
Mitchell Alegre
Gwendolyn Alegre
Robert Armstrong
Dean Baker
Diane Baker
Marjorie J. Bass
Linda Thompson Benette
Edna Mae Berkey
Barbara Brandwein
Hildegarde Buvoltz
Margaret Chappen
Elizabeth China
Julia Coale
Melinda G. Falko!
Donna J. Font
Gail Gilliland
Katherine Gortz
Lauren Guth

Ellen M. Hoke
Elaine Hooker
Jennifer Hudson
Catherine Hunter
Mary V. Hustead
Barbara Klingman
Susan Kolze
Penny Krug
Kerrie Ellen Lovercheck
Janice Lovercheck
Sarah Katharine Masters
Thomas McCray-Worrall
Dawn McGri!
Susan McKinley
Shane A. Miller
Joan Mistrough
Marlee Mitchell
Jeremy Musher
Robin Musher

Judy Kirk Parker
Pamela Planchon
Ruth Powell
Michael J. Randall
Deborah Rowe
Joy Herald Rutan
Nancy Saunders
Tobin Schermerhorn
Erin Stine
Marla J. Wasson
Alicia V. Williams
Terry Wilson
Gregory A. Wright
PARNASSIAN
Alice Alessi
Carol Aron
Sandra Cline
Caroline Cocoran
Mary Ann Dombrowiak

Benjamin Doolittle
Patricia Fine
Peter Franklin
Amy Gardner
R. Thomas George
David A. Gortz
Linda Gortz
Kathleen Jones Harris
J. Mark Hurst
Marilyn G. Link
Shelley McVea
Sabeeha Rehman
Susan M. Scott
Joanne L. Sorensen
Maria Testa
Jo Ann Wolfe
OLYMPIAN
James B. Boerst
Glenna J. Cameron

Sharon Castle
Margaret Clarkson
Laura Comay
Peter R. Franklin
Caitlin Galloway
Robert Gardler
Maura Giannini
Welling Hall
Shawndra Holmberg
Laura Plascynski
Amber Sipior
Bill Smith
George South
Melinda Valencia
CENTURION
Arlette Berlin
Stuart Blersch
Suzanne Brandon
Ellen Chamberlin

Joseph H. Cruickshank
Shelley Dahlie
Christine Dawson
Kathryn Ford
Kent Francois
Ann W. Hartmann
James Hubbard
Susan Miceli
Andrew Milks
Margaret R. Peterson
Liz Propst
Laurie Weatherlow
Stephanie Wilson
Pamela Wolfram
MILLER ECHELON
Rosalie Stoll Bailey
Barbara Baker
Margaret B. Champion
Stephanie Hall Engdahl

Stephen Engdahl
Bonnie Faulkner
Terriann Hilbinger
Alexis McAvoy
Kathleen Olowin
Kathryn Peate
Patrica Rowe
Sandra Sandoz
Ellen Shay
VINCENT ECHELON
Willow Brost
Patricia M. Brown
Diedre Diane Gregory
Thomas Bradford Gregory
Carolyn Muriel Klinge
Cynthia A. Murray
Catherine Rathmell
John Rathmell
Denise Rewers
Judith Wagner

KAITLYN FINCHLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Just 13 days before his proba-
tionary period at the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration would end, 
Tom Di Liberto was forced 
out of his federal position as 
a public affairs specialist and 
climate scientist.

About 600 other people 
found themselves in sim-
ilar positions to Di Liber-
to, thanks to purges by the 
Department of Government 
Efficiency earlier this year.

“(It was) a lot of layoffs,” 
said Di Liberto, who had 
worked as a NOAA contrac-
tor for 13 years. “NOAA saw 
11%, roughly, of its workforce 
already either fired, took 
early retirement or took a 
buyout. That’s pretty con-
sistent across a lot of other 
agencies, too. I think the NIH 
saw even more than that.”

Di Liberto, now a media 
director for the nonprofit 
Climate Central, will deliver 
his lecture, “Climate Science 
and Disaster Preparedness in 

a Post-DOGE World,” at 12:15 
p.m. today in Smith Wilkes 
Hall for the Chautauqua Cli-
mate Change Initiative.

“We’ve seen data sets 
disappear,” he said. “We’ve 
seen projects and grants 
that focused on building 
resilience to extreme heat 
or dealing with coast-
al flooding disappear, and 
a lot of the research that 
goes along with it.”

Universities are also 
“scrambling for funds,” Di 
Liberto said, because the 
money they thought they 
had for grants is threat-
ened. He said “it’s scary” 
because the United States 
was “always the global lead-
er” in researching climate 
and science in general.

“I always say the real su-
perpower of the United 
States has been science and 
its innovation,” Di Liberto 
said. “We’re seeing a huge at-
tack on it all, especially in cli-
mate science. The rest of the 
world would have to invest 

so much to even match what 
the United States already 
did, and now we’re seeing a 
drastic reduction in that.”

Climate change is going to 
happen regardless of whether 
or not research around it is 
funded, Di Liberto said. The 
rest of the world is moving 
on without the United States, 
and he said the country will 
still have to deal with the “in-
creasing extremes” without 
“any of the benefits” of invest-
ments in renewable energy.

“I’m one of the few that ac-
tually has gotten a job, and I 
was lucky enough to find a job 
in the world of climate com-

munication,” Di Liberto said. 
“I’m a climate scientist by 
training. … Now I’m … (at) Cli-
mate Central, whose mission 
is to not only help communi-
cate the impacts of climate 
change, but help others do so 
as well.”

As climate scientists and 
those at nonprofits navigate 
these new changes, Di Lib-
erto said the “scary parts” 
are what they don’t know and 
learning how to prepare for 
disasters in the wake of cuts.

“There’s been dras-
tic cuts to the National 
Weather Service,” he said. 
“We’ve not even gotten to 

the busiest time of the hur-
ricane season. We’ve seen 
so much flash flooding so 
far this year.”

Di Liberto said what con-
cerns him is how prepared 
the National Weather Ser-
vice is to deal with extremes, 
due to cuts in research.

“A lot of communities, 
now, won’t be able to improve 
the business codes or build 
the things to deal with flash 
flooding in the future,” he 
said. “We’re going to see an 
increase and continued trend 
in these really destructive de-
signs if we don’t fund any of 
these things.”

Di Liberto to discuss budget cuts, future of climate research 

DI LIBERTO

CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY & SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE
CLASS OF 2025
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“I learned about Jesus in Spanish, and I learned 
about misericordia in Spanish. My teacher, 
Sister Linda, put the word ‘miseri’ on one side 
of the blackboard and ‘cordia’ on the other 

side. She put a heart in the middle and an arrow pointing 
toward the word ‘miseri,’ to put our hearts in the pain of 
others, in human suffering,” said Sister Teresa Maya.

Sister Teresa preached at the 9:15 a.m. Tuesday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. Her sermon title was 
“The One Who Showed Mercy,” and the scripture reading 
was Luke 10:25–37, the story of the Good Samaritan.

As Sister Teresa studied theology, she learned that in 
English “mercy” carries more the meaning of forgiveness 
or clemency. “It doesn’t matter how you say it. We always 
pair misery with compassion,” she told the congregation. 
“Our times are desperate for compassion. It is the only 
way to have hope today, and the only way to be a Chris-
tiam today.”

Before the pandemic, there were many unaccompa-
nied children, women and people with families coming 
into the San Antonio area. Sister Norma, a friend of 
Sister Teresa’s, was running a shelter to help newly ar-
rived families. A local sheriff came in one day and asked, 
“What is going on?” Sister Norma said, “We are restoring 
human dignity.” The sheriff came back later with more 
people and diapers and other supplies for the people.

Another friend of Sister Teresa’s, Fernanda, was 
working with migrant children who had arrived alone. 
They were drawing pictures of their hopes, and one child 
asked for a home for her parents, another for peace, but 
the third said, “I can’t dream; my heart is broken.”

Sister Teresa said, “Twenty-five percent of the mi-
grants are children. Most Rev. Mark. J. Seitz, bishop of 
the dioceses of El Paso, reminds us of this statistic. He 
noted that a Jewish donor to the work to help the chil-
dren said, ‘I was once one of those children.’ Networks 
were created; we were all good Samaritans.”

But Catholic Charities is no longer funded to do this 
work. The migrants, Sister Teresa said, have nowhere to 
go. “The children are still here, and they are still chil-
dren, but they are afraid and alone. Which one is the 
neighbor? The response is barely audible. How can we 
still be good Samaritans?”

Border Bishops and Bishops Responsible for Ministry 
with Migrants in North America, Central America and 
the Caribbean issued a pastoral letter in December 2024: 
“He Saw Them, He Drew Near To Them & He Cared For 
Them, — Walking with those who migrate, refugees, in-
ternally displaced persons and survivors of trafficking.”

Sister Teresa used the title, “He Saw Them, He Drew 
Near to Them & He Cared for Them,” as the outline for 
the rest of her sermon.

The first invitation, she said, is to see them. The 
robbers saw the man walking the road to Jericho and 
attacked him. The priest and the Levite saw the man 
but moved to the other side of the road. “This was not 
a scandal at that time because they would have been 
unclean. The scandal was that the Samaritan, the ‘other,’ 
saw the man and had compassion. He did not just see the 
person. He saw as God sees — with compassion,” said 
Sister Teresa.

She continued, “The Samaritan was closest to God. 
What did he see? How did he see? Does it make us won-
der or uncomfortable that we see too much suffering, 
and we feel empathetic, yes, but compassionate? No. The 
children who are hungry, have no medicine, no home, no 
school, do we see them with compassion?”

The second invitation in the pastoral letter is to draw 
near to them. Sister Teresa told the congregation, “We 
need to be able to move closer, we need to stand close 
and know people’s names, their journeys. There is a bus 
station ministry in San Antonio where interfaith volun-
teers provide a welcome to migrants. They are told by 
the border patrol to find the abuelas, the grandmothers. 
They can help you read a map, find the right bus and ex-
plain winter in Nebraska if you are from Honduras.”

Drawing near helps us find the human side of the sto-
ry. “When we draw near, we hear the hope and resilience 
of these families. We learn their names, their fears, and 
they become part of the fabric of our lives, and we be-
come part of theirs,” she said.

The third invitation is to take care of them. The Sa-
maritan did something, and “we need to pay attention,” 
Sister Teresa said.

Jesus was having an honest conversation with the law-
yer. The lawyer wanted to know what he needed to do 
to inherit eternal life. Jesus asked him what his faith, his 
tradition told him, and the lawyer answered. Jesus told 
him his answer was good, but the lawyer pressed Jesus, 
asking, “Who is my neighbor?”

“We might ask, ‘What is a neighbor?’” said Sister Te-
resa. “How is a neighbor different from a friend or from 
family? Is it possible to know who our neighbor is?” We 
answer that, she told the congregation, by our response 
to human suffering.

When Jesus asked the lawyer who he thought the 
neighbor was to the man who was robbed, how long did 
it take the lawyer to answer? “Our answer is a commit-
ment. Responding is a vocation,” she said.

The lawyer’s answer, “the one who showed mercy,” is 
not the end of the parable, Sister Teresa told the congrega-
tion. “Jesus said, ‘Go, and do likewise.’ Generations before 
us opened hospitals, soup kitchens, shelters, nonprofits. 
Christianity is at its best when we go and do likewise.”

She continued, “It is our turn. How are we going and 
doing likewise, to be the one who saw, who drew near 
and took care? How do we restore human dignity? Go 
and do likewise.” The congregation applauded.

The Rev. Scott Maxwell, a Lutheran pastor serving 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church and an Episcopal church, 
presided. Elaine Hooker, prospect research associate for 
advancement at Chautauqua Institution, read the scrip-
ture. Owen Reyda, organ scholar, performed “Mit innigem 
Ausdruck,” from Six Canonic Studies, Op. 56 No. 2 by Rob-
ert Schumann, for the prelude on the Massey Memorial 
Organ. The Motet Choir performed “The Secret of Christ,” 
music by Richard Shephard and text from Isaiah 42:14–16, 
Revelation 22:1–3 and “The Pilgrim Prayer” (based on 
Colossians 4:2–4) by the Rev. Canon Derrick Walters. The 
choir was under the direction of Joshua Stafford, direc-
tor of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist, and accompanied by Laura Smith, organ schol-
ar, on the Massey organ. Stafford performed “Nicht zu 
schnell und sehr markiert,” from Four Sketches for Pedal 
Piano, Op. 58, No. 2, by Robert Schumann. Support for 
this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is provided by the 
Reverend Leonard J. Ebel Chaplaincy.

To restore human dignity see, draw near, take care, says Sister Teresa

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

The Rev. Shavon Ar-
line-Bradley became 
president and chief 
executive officer for 
National Council of 
Negro Women in 2023 
— the first in the or-
ganization’s 90-year 
history, following a 
change in its gover-
nance structure. To 
this new role at the head of 
the NCNW — an “organiza-
tion of organizations,” com-
prised of 330 campus and 
community-based sections 
and 32 national women’s or-
ganizations — Arline-Bradley 
brought 21 years of experi-
ence in healthcare; diversity, 
equity and inclusion (DEI); 
government affairs; and ex-
ecutive leadership. 

Now, she brings that ex-
pertise to Chautauqua as 
well, when she speaks at 
3:30 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy for the Week 
Seven African American 
Heritage House Lecture.

Founded in 1935 by Mary 
McLeod Bethune, the NCNW 
is the only Black women-led 
organization based on Penn-
sylvania Avenue. In a June 
interview with the Chicago 
Defender, Arline-Bradley de-
scribed how her work wasn’t 
just honoring the NCNW’s 
legacy, but pushing it forward 
by fighting the forces trying 
to erase Black voices, while 
organizing to meet Black 
women’s everyday needs.

“That legacy is in my 
bones,” she said in her in-
terview.

The NCNW’s mission is 
to lead, advocate for, and 
empower women of Afri-
can descent, their families 
and communities. In 2025, 
that work means promot-
ing education with a special 
focus on: science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math 
(STEAM); encouraging en-
trepreneurship, financial lit-
eracy, and economic stabili-
ty; educating women about 
good health and HIV/AIDS, 

and promoting 
civic engagement 
and advocating for 
sound public policy 
and social justice.

“Our relevance 
has been connect-
ed to the needs of 
the people,” she said 
in a June interview 
with Word in Black. 

“When people needed to be 
fed, when families needed to 
be fed, when housing chal-
lenges were in place, when 
we needed a piece of legisla-
tion passed — NCNW has al-
ways been at the forefront of 
those conversations.”

Arline-Bradley is also 
the founding principal and 
CEO of R.E.A.C.H. Beyond 
Solutions, a public health, 
advocacy, and executive 
leadership firm.

Prior to starting 
R.E.A.C.H., Arline-Brad-
ley served as senior advis-
er and director of exter-
nal engagement during the 
Obama Administration in 
the Department of Health 
& Human Services for the 
19th U.S. Surgeon Gener-
al, Vivek H. Murthy. Prior to 
that, she served as executive 
vice president of strategic 
planning and partnerships, 
as well as former chief of 
staff, at the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement 
of Colored People. In 2024, 
Arline-Bradley became the 
youngest person ever to 
keynote the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Beloved Communi-
ty Commemorative Service, 
the annual celebration of 
King’s birthday organized by 
the King Center.

Arline-Bradley earned 
her undergraduate degree 
in exercise science and 
master’s in public health 
from Tulane University and 
graduated from the Samu-
el Dewitt Proctor School of 
Theology at Virginia Union 
University with a Master of 
Divinity, where she too be-
came an ordained minister.

NCNW CEO Arline-Bradley 
to lecture for AAHH series

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sister Teresa Maya delivers her sermon “From the Greatness and 
Beauty of Created Things” on Sunday in the Amphitheater.

ARLINE- 
BRADLEY



MEGAN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

As Ada Calhoun arrived at 
Chautauqua Institution on 
Monday, a question burned 
in her mind.

“Is this a cult?” she asked. 
“I would like to join whatever 
it is. Just let me know how.”

Calhoun joined Kwame 
Alexander at 10:45 a.m. Tues-
day in the Amphitheater as 
part of Chautauqua Lecture 
Series’ Week Seven theme, 
“Kwame Alexander and 
Friends: The Power of One.” 
The pair discussed growing 
up, their parents and Cal-
houn’s writing journey.

Calhoun has published 
five books under her own 
name and ghostwritten 
many more. She is the au-
thor of Crush, a novel; Also 
a Poet, a biography of Frank 
O’Hara and a memoir about 
her and her father; and Why 
We Can’t Sleep, an explora-
tion into what keeps Gen X 
women up at night.

Since November 2023, 
Alexander has served as the 
Michael I. Rudell Artistic Di-
rector of Literary Arts and 
Inaugural Writer-in-Resi-
dence. As part of his work at 
Chautauqua, he helped craft 
the Week Seven theme — and 
people have been curious 
about what “the power of 
one” means.

For Alexander, “the pow-
er of one” is the idea that 
“one person can impact the 
life of many people, that one 
person can actually change 
the future.”

An example of that kind 
of person is Bella, whom Al-
exander met on Monday 
and characterized as a “cu-
rious, smart, thoughtful, al-
ways-smiling kid.”

“I remember leaving Bella, 
and walking around Chau-
tauqua just smiling, like I was 
a grandparent who had just 
figured out FaceTime,” Alex-
ander said. “The smiling is 
contagious. And I think, for 
me, that’s the power of one 
to influence many.”

When Calhoun thinks 
about “the power of one,” 
she is reminded of a talk 
she heard Marilynne Rob-
inson give.

“Puritans believe we are 
judged twice: once upon our 
death and then once when 
the effects of every decision 
we make play out,” she said. 
“... You never know what the 
choices you make are going 
to do, how they are going 
to reverberate through time 
and through people that you 
love and care about.”

Growing up as the daugh-
ter of an actress and an art 
critic in the midst of New 
York City, Calhoun imagined 
escaping to the countryside.

“I wanted nothing to do 
with (my father’s) world,” she 
said. “I wanted to be a farmer.”

However, that dream was 
short-lived.

“Then I worked on farms, 
and I did not like it very 
much,” she said.

She pivoted to Sanskrit, 
where she thought she could 
realize her love of grammar 
as a translator.

While she was in school 
at the University of Tex-
as at Austin, she took a job 
as a journalist for The Aus-
tin Chronicle to support her 
Sanskrit habit.

“I basically said, ‘I’ll do 
whatever you want,’  ” she 
said. “They had me review 
books. They had me review 

theater. I was a photographer 
for a while, and it was so in-
credibly fun.”

From there, she became an 
editor, wrote a parenting-re-
lated book for the magazine 
at which she worked (which, 
she said, she leaves off her 
resume) and then a publish-
ing house asked her to ghost-
write. After being a ghost-
writer, she started to write 
her own nonfiction books, 
starting with St. Marks Is 
Dead. In 2025, her debut nov-
el Crush hit the bookstores.

When the “Today” show 
asked Alexander to pick five 
books he loved, Crush was 
included on that list. Alex-
ander read the first draft 
of his review: “Crush is a 
memoir about the dissolu-
tion of Ada Calhoun’s 20-
year marriage. This is a love 
story, but it’s an unusual 
one. While Calhoun and her 
husband have an active sex 
life, they rarely kiss —”

“— It’s a novel, you guys,” 
Calhoun said.

Calhoun had watched the 
clip of the “Today” show in 
which Alexander discussed 
the book. While Alexander 
was excited to talk about 
Crush, his cohosts had a dif-
ferent reaction.

“The other people on the 
show were horrified. … I have 
a screengrab of their faces 
just looking very confused 
and displeased,” she said. 
“Thank you for championing 
a book that was probably dif-
ficult for your cohosts.”

Calhoun sees Crush fitting 
into the narrative of “The 
Power of One” because the 
narrator rediscovers herself 
throughout the book.

Much like Calhoun, the 
unnamed narrator puts oth-
ers before herself — perhaps 
to a fault.

“I took pride, as my narra-
tor did, in always doing the 
right thing and then being 
faithful and true and respon-
sible. And what she finds is 
that what that tends to get 
you is very distant from your 
own desires, from your own 
self,” Calhoun said. “If you’re 
always serving other peo-
ple, you’re always trying to 
manage other people’s feel-
ings, what can happen is you 
forget how to have fun, what 
you actually enjoy.”

When Alexander was 
12, he remembers coming 
home from vacation Bible 
school and finding the car 
fully packed. As he, his sis-
ters and his mom left in the 
car, Alexander wondered 
where they were going.

“We’re going to stay in a 
hotel, and we’re leaving your 
father,” his mother had said.

Alexander sobbed and 
demanded that his mother 
call his dad to make things 
work. Although Alexander 
is unsure if his mom actu-
ally called his dad when she 
got out of the car, they did 
return home. After Alexan-
der’s youngest sister gradu-
ated from college, his mom 
left his dad, moving a block 
away from the home they 
had shared.

“Do you think that — I 
hate to make a general state-
ment — but do you think that 
women tend to do that? Tend 
to sacrifice themselves to put 
other people ahead of them-
selves?” Alexander asked.

In her response, Calhoun 
drew from the knowledge 
she gained writing her book 
Why We Can’t Sleep. When 
Gen X women reached mid-
dle age, what lay before them 
wasn’t necessarily what they 
had been promised — there 
was a cost and “it is often 

sleeping,” she said.
Alexander empathized 

with feeling overwhelmed 
with concern. In recent 
days, his concern over the 
state of the United States 
has led him to consider 
leaving the country.

“(I’m) just becoming so 
disillusioned, fed up, afraid, 
worried about the state of 
our democracy, about the 
lives of friends and family,” 
he said. “Then I began to 
think, Ada, about the peo-
ple who came before us and 
how they resisted and how 
they fought back and how 
they refused to give up.”

When Calhoun feels this 
way, she looks to the philos-
ophy of Mister Rogers: look 
for the helpers.

“The worse things get, 
the more I think it’s nec-
essary to look at the peo-
ple who are doing good and 
who are on the side of right 
and kindness and empathy 
and justice and to celebrate 
them,” Calhoun said. “I 
think sticking around to try 
to be one of those people, to 
be one of the helpers, and to 
celebrate other people who 
are doing that, I think is 
very important.”

Looking to music, wheth-

er writing it or being inspired 
by it, is one way to process 
tough feelings. One of the 
great artists of the 20th cen-
tury, Joni Mitchell, turned to 
writing lyrics when process-
ing upheaval in her own life.

Maritri Garrett, a singer 
and songwriter who led one 
of the Week Four Chautau-
qua Writers’ Center class-
es, came to the Amp stage 
to perform Mitchell’s “Both 
Sides Now.”

“I’ve looked at life from 
both sides now / From win 
and lose and still somehow / 

It’s life’s illusions I recall / I 
really don’t know life at all.”

Calhoun read a passage 
from Crush in which the nar-
rator tells of her life with Da-
vid, the man she loves.

“They say if Shakespeare 
plays, the way you know if 
one was a tragedy or a com-
edy is whether it ended with 
a death or a wedding. In life, 
it is harder to tell. Usual-
ly a wedding or pregnancy 
doesn’t wrap everything up 
in a bow of joy, so what does a 
truly happy ending look like? 
I think it’s always a surprise.”
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L E C T U R E

T H A N K  Y O U

Nancy G. Bargar
for giving to the Chautauqua Fund.

Every gift makes a difference!

Philanthropy  
in Action

With Alexander, Calhoun discusses writing journey, finding self

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above, Ada Calhoun and Kwame Alexander speak Tuesday in the 
Amphitheater. In their conversation for the Chautauqua Lecture 
Series, Calhoun spoke with Alexander on the trauma she has faced 
in recent years and how it led to greater growth in her career and as 
a person. At right, Calhoun speaks on the impact reading has had on 
her as a person and the thousands of books she currently has in her 
apartment in New York City. 

I took pride, as my narrator did, in always doing the 
right thing and then being faithful and true and 
responsible. And what she finds is that what that 
tends to get you is very distant from your own desires, 
from your own self. If you’re always serving other 
people, you’re always trying to manage other people’s 
feelings, what can happen is you forget how to have 
fun, what you actually enjoy.”

— ADA CALHOUN
Author,
Crush
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206
FOR RENT

WEEK 5: ST ELMO 1st FLOOR 
S T U D I O  -  2 0 2 6 .  V E R Y 
D E S I R A B L E  C E N T R A L 
CHAUTAUQUA LOCATION! 
FIRST Floor BEAUTIFULLY 
appointed ST ELMO Studio avail-
able week 5 in CHQ 2026 Season. 
Call or text MARC for photos and 
detaiils: (908) 385-1299.

The George and Julie Fol-
lansbee Family Fund is sup-
porting the 10:45 a.m. lec-
ture today with Carla Hall 
and Kwame Alexander in 
the Amphitheater. 

The George and Julie Fol-
lansbee Family Fund was 
founded in 2009 by the Fol-
lansbees and added to in suc-
ceeding years, including at 
her death, by Julie Follansbee. 

The fund was established to 
honor the Institution’s central 
role in the life of their family.  

George “Shorty” Follans-
bee came to Chautauqua for 
94 of his 96 years. Julie came 
often during her youth and 
each summer subsequent to 
1941. During the summer of 
1944, Shorty asked Julie Bar-
num to attend the movies 
with him in Mayville, and she 

accepted. Eleven months lat-
er, they married in Minneap-
olis, Julie’s hometown. At the 
time, he represented the third 
generation of his family to 
come to Chautauqua, and Ju-
lie represented the fifth, with 
her great-great-grandmother 
Sophia Sanborn having come 
to Chautauqua in the 1870s. 
Now, their great-grandchil-
dren represent the sixth gen-
eration of Follansbees and the 
eighth generation of the San-
born family to participate in 
the life of the Institution.    

Shorty Follansbee, a 
teacher for 40 years, served 
Chautauqua in numerous 
capacities, including as di-
rector of Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club, president of the Chau-
tauqua Property Owners As-

sociation, trustee, chief de-
velopment officer and acting 
president. He was the Chau-
tauqua Golf Club Champion 
in 1932 and again in 1937, 
but he was best known for 
his passion for baseball as 
expressed at the ball field 
on the south end of the 
grounds. Shorty had been 
captain of the Princeton 
University baseball team in 
1934. Julie Follansbee served 
as a volunteer for the Chau-
tauqua Fund and an engaged 
volunteer for the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle, particularly her Class 
of 1963’s sponsorship of Pi-
oneer Hall. Between them, 
they served as the coordi-
nator of Sunday ushers for 
nearly 50 years. 

Follansbee Fund supports Hall, Alexander

Chautauqua Institution 
 Annual Corporation Meeting 

August 9, 2025
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 9, 2025, beginning 
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution,

 Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation 
will review the Institution’s !nancial statements and elect 
an individual to serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of 
Trustees pursuant to the Institution’s bylaws. Chautauqua 
Institution’s audited !nancial statements may be found at

https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/. 
The 2025 Class B Trustee Nominee is George “Rick” Evans 

and his statement may be found at:
https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees.  

SHOULDER SEASON ROOMS 
at 10 Pratt (Reformed Church 
House) Aug 29 - Sept 6. Info at 
cuccs.org.

New Pastor, First Presbyterian 
Church Jamestown in need of ~3 
month temporary housing start-
ing September 1. Willing to house 
sit and/or negotiate rent. Call 
412-316-7187

YOUR BREAKFAST IS READY. 
7:45 TIL 9:45. Tally Ho. 16 
Morris. Our Famous Buttermilk 
Pancakes…Sour Dough French 
To a s t … G o u r m e t  3  f i l i n g 
Omele t tes ,  F ru i t  Par fa i t s . 
Veranda or dining room seating.

OFF SEASONWANTEDSERVICES

WA L K I N’  T H E  WA L K ,  S I N G I N’  T H E  B LU E S

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, a packed crowd cheers for bluesman Austin Walkin’ Cane after his performance of the opening theme to “SpongeBob Squarepants” 
Sunday in Smith Wilkes Hall. Top left, the Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, Chautauqua’s senior pastor, grabs a selfie with Cane after his 
show. Above left, Chautauqauns stretch out on blankets, bringing a festival vibe to the intimate venue.

chqdaily.com
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A coed college-prep boarding and 
day school for students, 

grades 5 - Post Graduate, 
with dyslexia and similar language-based 

learning disabilities. Gow provides not 
just another opportunity to try again,  

but a real opportunity to succeed. 
Located in Western New York.

!e Gow School

Interested to 
learn more about Gow?

Call 716.687.2001 
www.gow.org

“My child is now a leader, confident, 
and able to read and write.

I honestly don't know where 
we would be without  

The Gow School!”
~ Parent of '25 Graduate

THE LEADING LANDSCAPING COMPANY
SERVICING CHAUTAUQUA MAYVILLE NY & THE SURROUNDING AREAS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • LANDSCAPING • LAWN CARE • SNOW REMOVAL

Contact Our Landscape Contractors Today! 716-753-2787 • randrmayville.com
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P R O G R A M

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 6

CLSC RECOGNITION DAY
6:00 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 

Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-6281 
or sportsclub@chq.org. Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leaders: 
Muinuddin Smith and Kainat 
Norton (Sufism.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:00 Gloves-on Gardening Lessons 
with Betsy. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of gardens and 
landscapes, Chautauqua Institution. 
Hall of Philosophy Lake Side 

8:30 (8:30–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart. Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:30 Alumni Association of the CLSC 
Banner Parade. Gather on Bestor 
Plaza

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Creating an Inclusive Chautauqua 
Workshop (Programmed by the IDEA 
Office.) Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Garden Room

9:00 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 

Circle Class of 2025 Recognition 
Day Ceremony. Hall of Philosophy.

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Sister 
Teresa Maya, senior director, 
theology and sponsorship, 
Catholic Health Association (USA). 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Positive Living.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

9:15  (9:15-10:15) Fiber Arts Get 
Together. Bring your projects. The 
Smith Memorial Library

10:00   (10-3) Archives Exhibitions Open. 
“True and False Artifacts.” Oliver 
Archives Center

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Carla Hall, chef, author, television 
personality. Kwame Alexander, 
poet, New York Times bestselling 
author; Michael I. Rudell Artistic 
Director of Literary Arts, Chautauqua 
Institution. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

11:30 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

11:30 (11:30-1:30) Ask the Staff Tent 
Time. Kyle Keogh, interim chief 
executive, Laura Savia, vice 
president for performing and visual 
arts, Angela Schuettler, chief 
financial officer. Bestor Plaza

12:00 Play CHQ. Puffy Slime. Bestor Plaza.
12:00 CLSC Class of 2025 Reception. 

Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall
12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed 

by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Behind Colonnade

12:15 Twelve-Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions
12:15 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua 

Stafford, Laura Smith, Organ 
Scholar. Amphitheater

12:15 Lecture. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative.) “Climate Science and 

Disaster Preparedness in a Post- 
DOGE world.” Tom Di Liberto, former 
public affairs specialist and climate 
scientist, NOAA. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 Homeboys Group Talk. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion.) UCC Randell Chapel

12:30 Archives Tent Event. “Saving our 
History by Saving Old Paper: The 
Case of Edward Everett Hale.” Bob 
Hopper. Oliver Archives Center Tent

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

12:30 Lunch and Learn Special Event. 
(Programmed by the Hebrew 
Congregation.) Gabby Deutch, senior 
national correspondent, Jewish 
Insider. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. Guided 
historic tour along the Chautauqua 
shore. Fee. Sports Club

1:00 Docent Tours. Strohl Art Center
1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 

free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:15 Docent Tours. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. Lisa 
Fishbayn Joffe, Shulamit Reinharz 
Director, Hadassah-Brandeis 
Institute, Brandeis University. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:00 Cinema Film Screening 
“Chautauqua at 150: Wynton 
Marsalis’ All Rise.” Free with 
Traditional Gate Pass. Chautauqua 
Cinema

3:30 African American Heritage House 
Lecture. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.)
The Rev. Shavon Arline-Bradley, 
president and CEO, National Council 
of Negro Women. Hall of Philosophy 
and CHQ Assembly

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored by 
the Everett Jewish Life Center) “The 
Stronghold.” Everett Jewish Life 
Center

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 7

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Kate 
Mayberry. Corner of Massey & 
Hawthorne

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leaders: 
Muinuddin Smith and Kainat 
Norton (Sufism.) Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Programmed 
by Unity of Chautauqua.) Hall of 
Missions left side door

8:30 Gentle Stretch Stand Up 
Paddleboard Class. Sports Club

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:15 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Sister 
Teresa Maya, senior director, 
theology and sponsorship, 
Catholic Health Association (USA). 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

9:15 Tasting & Exploring Jewish Holiday 
Cuisine, Purim. (Programmed by 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Hamantashin and More.” Esther 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

10:00   (10-3) Archives Exhibitions Open. 
"True and False Artifacts." Oliver 
Archives Center

10:00  (10-1) Classics with Brian Hannah on 
WQLN NPR. Live radio broadcasting. 
Author’s Alcove

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Amna Nawaz, co-anchor, PBS 
News Hour. Amphitheater and CHQ 
Assembly

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza (Rain 
location: Smith Memorial Library)

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Strohl Art Center and Fowler-Kellogg 
Art Center

11:30 (11:30-2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:00 Play CHQ. Fish Puppets. Bestor 
Plaza

12:00 (12-2) Workshop. (Programmed 
by the African American Heritage 
House.) “Dance of Opposites: 
Resilience in a Polarized World.” 
African American Heritage House, 40 
Scott

12:15 CTC Theater Chat. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Theater Company.) 
CTC’s World Premiere: The Witnesses 
(formerly titled Tell Me You're Dying). 
A conversation with the playwright, 
dramaturg, and CTC's new works 
associate. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 Tallman Tracker Organ Recital. 
Hall Of Christ Sanctuary

12:30 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Seminar (Practice and 
Discussion.) Muinuddin Smith 
and Kainat Norton (Sufism.) Hall of 
Missions

12:30  BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s Perspective 
on the Theme of the Week. Allison 
Hyde and Lee-Ellen Marvin, Friends 
of the Week (Chaplains). Quaker 
House, 28 Ames.   

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
“Imaginative Prayer.” The Rev. J. 
Michael Sparough, SJ, spiritual 
director, Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat 
House, Barrington, IL. Methodist 
House Chapel.

12:45 Duplicate Bridge. Fee. Sports Club
1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute 

free instruction, then opt to play for 
fee. Bowling Green

1:30 (1:30-3:30) Miller Cottage Tours. 
Free. Tickets required. Miller Cottage

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 

wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Mary Anne Case, Shure Professor 
of Law, University of Chicago Law 
School. Hall of Philosophy & CHQ 
Assembly

3:00 (3-5) CVA Exhibition Opening 
Reception. “Inside/Outside: Open 
CVA Members Exhibition.” Fowler-
Kellogg Art Center

3:15 Chautauqua Opera Company. An 
Afternoon of Song. Fletcher Music 
Hall

3:15 Cinema Film Screening. "Liza: A 
Truly Terrific Absolutely True Story." 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. My Documents, by 
Kevin Nguyen. Hall of Philosophy 
and CHQ Assembly

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Baptist 
House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) United 
Methodist House

3:45  (3:45-4:15) Dementia and Long 
COVID conversation. John Haughton, 
M.D. Smith Memorial Library

4:00 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Dedicated 
to week’s AAHH lecture. African 
American Heritage House, 40 Scott

4:00 Play CHQ. Obstacle Course. 
Timothy's Playground

4:15 Twan's Thursday Bird Walk. 
(Programmed by the Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club.) Twan 
Leenders, ecological restoration 
manager, Chautauqua Watershed 
Conservancy. Pier Building

4:30 Masters Series Town Hall. "Climate 
in the Crosshairs.” Tom Di Liberto 
and Shawn Norton. Fee. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

4:30 Beach-to-Beach Color Sprint. 
(Programmed by the Sports Club.) 
Ages 6+. $12 Fee. Sign up at Sports 
Club before 4:15. Sports Club

4:30 CLSC Alumni Gala. (Programmed by 
the Alumni Association of the CLSC.) 
Fee. Athenaeum Hotel Parlor. 

5:00 Dr. Vino Event. (Programmed by the 
Chautauqua Women's Club.) Leading 
Women Winemakers: Italy. Fee. CWC 
House

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. "Liza: A 
Truly Terrific Absolutely True Story." 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:15 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. Anyone 
interested in singing for Sunday 
worship must attend one rehearsal; 
two or more recommended. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Disciples 
of Christ House 

6:45 Pre-Concert Lecture. David. B. 
Levy. Hultquist 101

8:15 CHAUTAUQUA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA. Timothy Muffitt. 
"Legend and Triumph." Amphitheater

• Gabriel Faure: Pelleas et Melisande 
Suite, Op. 80

• Sergei Prokofiev: Symphony No. 5 in 
B-flat major, Op. 100

8:45 Cinema Film Screening. 
"Sacramento." Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

CANCELED

(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Catholic 
House

3:45  (3:45-4:45) Scholars @ The Smith. 
“Exercises for the Quiet Eye: Learn 
New Techniques for Viewing Art.” 
Annie Storr. Smith Memorial Library

4:00 Play CHQ. STEM by the Water with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
Timothy’s Playground

4:15 Jack’s Tree Walk. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Jack 
Gulvin, forester. Smith Wilkes Hall

4:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: Kim 
Hehr (Gong Meditation.) Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

5:00 Chautauqua Opera Company.
Operalogue: Puccini’s La bohème. 
Smith Wilkes Hall 

5:00    (5-6:30) The Porch Connection: 
Supper Circle @ Catholic House. 
Bring your own dinner. Catholic 
House, 20 Palestine

5:00 Masters Series Culinary 
Masterclass. Carla Hall. Fee. Norton 
Hall

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
“Sacramento.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

6:30 CVA Lecture Series. CVA Galleries 
exhibiting artist, Luis Sahagun 
Nuño. Hultquist Center 101

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Lutheran 
House

7:30 Christian Science Testimony 
Meeting. Christian Science Chapel 

8:15 OPERA. Puccini’s La bohème. 
Amphitheater

8:15 Cinema Film Screening. “Liza: A 
Truly Terrific Absolutely True Story.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema.


