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A sold-out Chautauqua crowd packs the house for Morgan Freeman’s Chautauqua Lecture Series presentation Tuesday in the Amphitheater. DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
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Atlanta History Center CEO Hale closes 2025 
African American Heritage House Lecture Series

ZITTRAIN STEVENS

HALE

Harvard’s 
Zittrain to 
speak on AI 
technology, 
governance

Stevens to 
use Thistle 
Farms as 
sharing point 
for healing 
communities

LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

Jonathan Zittrain has an 
eerily fitting metaphor for 
AI: asbestos.

“Only semi-jokingly, I think 
of AI like asbestos: extreme-
ly useful, embedded every-
where — if invisibly — and 
potentially very dangerous in 
ways that will prove difficult 
to remediate after a frenzy 
of building it out — and in,” 
Zittrain said. 

Continuing Week Nine’s 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
theme “Past Informs Pres-
ent: How to Harness History,” 
Zittrain will speak on AI tech-
nology, governance and eth-
ics at 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater. 

Zittrain is co-founder and 
director of Harvard’s Berk-
man Klein Center for In-
ternet & Society, Vice Dean 
for Library and Information 
Resources at Harvard Law 
School, George Bemis Profes-
sor of International Law and 
a professor of computer sci-
ence as well as public policy. 
He is on the board of direc-
tors of the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation and a member 
of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences.

Today, Zittrain plans to 
“highlight just how unusual 
the predominant AI tech-
nology — ‘machine learning’ 
— is, and what makes the 
large language models like 
ChatGPT that are based on it 
so eccentric.” 

“That, in turn, highlights 
some of the choices we face 
both individually and as a 
society in figuring out if and 
how to embrace it,” he said,  
“and how it might be de-
signed differently than what 
we’ve seen so far.”

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.
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WEATHER
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When the women in a com-
munity are invested in, the 
community will thrive — 
and for those putting in the 
effort, their work can make 
a difference.

Becca Stevens, found-
er and president of Thistle 
Farms, will deliver her lec-
ture, “The Alchemy of The-
ology: The Magic of Love,” 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy for the Week 
Nine Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries theme, “Past Informs 
Present: Traditioned Inno-
vation in Spiritual Life.”

“I think there’s a lot of 
people who have a lot of 
worries about our society 
(and) our culture right now,” 
Stevens said. “They want to 
have some hope and to be-
lieve what it is that we do 
can make a difference.”

In her lecture, Stevens 
said she hopes to inspire the 
audience, give them some 
practical takeaways and 
share hope through the sto-
ries of Thistle Farms.

Thistle Farms is a glob-
al movement for women’s 
freedom founded by Ste-
vens in 1997 in Nashville. It 
started out with residential 
communities and then grew 
into a global marketplace for 
women artisans.

“I started Thistle Farms 
in 1997 in Nashville, Tennes-
see, to offer long-term free 
housing for women survi-
vors of addiction and traf-
ficking,” Stevens said. “Early 
on, I learned that most of the 
women who were survivors of 
childhood trauma, one of the 
main things they needed was 
practical economic help along 
their journey to recovery.”

See STEVENS, Page 4

wo-time Grammy-win-
ning and four-time Gram-
my-nominated artist Nicole 
Zuraitis first performed at 

Chautauqua back in 2014 as part of 
the opening act for Tom Chapin and 
Livingston Taylor. Now she’s back — 
this time as the star of the show.

“I remember that being one of 
the highlights of my entire career, 
playing in that stunning Amphi-
theater,” Zuraitis said. “To return 
back as a headliner is quite literally 
blowing my mind.” 

At 8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amp, 

Zuraitis will run the gamut of the 
Great American Songbook, pop, 
country and jazz. Since first sing-
ing  with her folk group Jammin’ Di-
vas 11 years ago in the Amp, Zuraitis 
has established herself as a distinct 
force in the jazz community and the 
musical world at large. 

Zuraitis wasn’t initially accepted 
on the jazz scene since many felt like 
she wasn’t a “cookie-cutter” jazz art-
ist. However, she finds that this 
cemented her own unique 
voice in two specific ways.

Jazz 
singer-songwriter 
Zuraitis brings unique 
voice back to Amp

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

See ZURAITIS, Page 4
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As president and CEO of 
the Atlanta History Cen-
ter, Sheffield Hale main-
tains the 175,000-square-
foot museum dedicated 
to preserving and explor-
ing Atlanta’s history. 

At 3:30 p.m. today in 
the Hall of Philosophy, 
Hale will discuss this 
work in the closing in-
stallment of the 2025 Af-
rican American Heritage 
House Lecture Series.

In 2021, Hale received 
the Georgia Governor’s 
Award for Arts & Human-

ities from Gov. Brian Kemp 
for his work at the Atlanta 
History Center, which at 
the time had just launched 
a new strategic plan fo-
cused on connecting peo-
ple, history and culture 
to strengthen community 
and democracy.

“We will hold democ-
racy at the center of our 
research, scholarship and 
storytelling,” Hale said in 
a blog post on the center’s 
website following the an-
nouncement. “As people 
across our city, state and 

country consider what 
it means to create a de-
mocracy functioning by 
and for everyone, Atlanta 
History Center will use 
its resources to explore 
the history of the compo-
nents that make a healthy 
democratic system. We 
will be a home for mean-
ingful conversations.”

The Atlanta Histo-
ry Center will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary  
in 2026.

See HALE, Page 4

ZURAITIS

See ZITTRAIN, Page 4
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Rachael Zoe Miller exists to 
protect oceans.

“That’s my job,” she said. 
“That is why I’m on the 
planet.”

Part of that work is con-
necting others, through sci-
ence, conservation, sports, 
and art, to the water sourc-
es near them. Sometimes 
that’s a snow-capped moun-
tain, other times it’s a gla-
cier-made freshwater lake 
like ours, as was the case last 
summer when she took to the 
Amphitheater stage as part 
of the morning lecture series 
during Week Eight, presented 

in partnership with Nation-
al Geographic, titled “Water: 
Crisis, Beauty and Necessity.”

Miller — expedition sci-
entist, inventor and NatGeo 
explorer — will be returning 
to Chautauqua for a trio of 
events, all leading up to the 
launch of her debut book 
which she, ever the multi-hy-
phenate, researched, wrote 
and illustrated.

First, at 3:30 p.m. today in 
Smith Wilkes Hall, Miller will 
deliver her lecture, “Micro-
plastics: Solutions to Save Our 
Seas” in which she’ll provide a 
hopeful talk sharing some of 
her favorite ways to mitigate 
marine debris from around 
the world. Following that, 
at 5 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary, Miller will 
lead a workshop for children 
and adults titled “Microfi-
bers in a Whole New Light: 
See What You’re Breathing 
and How to Protect Yourself,” 
a hands-on look at how the 
very clothing you’re wearing 
impacts the planet.

And finally, at 12:15 p.m. 
Thursday in the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Ballroom, Miller will offi-
cially launch her book, De-
cision-Making in the Age 
of Plastics: A Choose-Your-
Own-Adventure Style Guide 
to Purchasing While Balanc-
ing Your Health, the Planet 
and Your Budget, copies of 
which are available for pur-
chase at the Chautauqua 
Bookstore.

“Chautauqua was my first 
choice for launching the 
book  — not just because of 
the incredibly warm wel-
come, astute questions, and 
enthusiasm for protecting 
the planet I received and 
observed last year,” Miller 

said. “If there is ever a place 
to drop a figurative stone in 
the water — in this case, that 
stone is a mixture of sci-
ence, conservation, action 
and stories — and watch the 
ripples flow, this is it.”

As the founder of the 
Rozalia Project for a Clean 
Ocean, co-inventor of the 
microfiber-catching laundry 
hack Cora Ball, and Explorers 
Club Fellow, Miller has spent 
over 15 years studying our 
planet’s vast waterways and 
fielding questions from those 
eager to be a part of the solu-
tion to minimize microplas-
tics and save our seas. While 
these conversations have 
been impactful and meaning-
ful — indeed, such talks last 
summer with Chautauquans 
galvanized her to finish her 
book — she wanted to devise 
a system to help people make 
decisions on a larger, but just 
as personable, scale.

Her solution was to create 
a choose-your-own-adven-
ture style book, inspired by 
the ones she read as a child, 
complete with playful sketch-
es and compassionate writing 
that gives the book a familiar, 
approachable feel, while also 
serving as a tool readers can 
reach for again and again.

“It is totally giving people 
agency,” Miller said. “I have 
included the most up-to-date 
science in a palatable way 
that specifically relates to the 
path that they’re going down.”

This could mean choosing 
between a wool and poly-
ester fleece to keep warm 
in winter, or deciding which 
laundry detergent suits your 
budget, needs and environ-
mental concerns — everyday 
decisions that have massive 
and long-term implications 

on our communities’ health 
and sustainability, said Mark 
Wenzler, Peter Nosler Direc-
tor of the Chautauqua Cli-
mate Change Initiative.

“At a time of rising concern 
about microplastics in our 
oceans and bodies, the global 
treaty to reduce plastic pollu-
tion collapsed last week due 
to opposition from petroleum 
and plastics-producing coun-
tries,” Wenzler said. “For the 
foreseeable future, it will fall 
to all of us to reduce plastics 
and protect the health of our 
planet and ourselves. That’s 
precisely what Rachael Miller 
wants to help us do through 
her new book, Decision-Mak-
ing in the Age of Plastics.”

As someone who sees 
large, seemingly endless 
bodies of water and wants to 
jump in, heart first, Miller is 
no stranger to vast, uncertain 
depths. In the face of this, she 
is a fierce proponent of the 
power of one.

As Miller put it: “Every-
one who wears and launders 
clothing is part of this prob-
lem. But everyone who wears 
and launders clothing can be 
part of the solution.”
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Acceptance Garden Listening Session held today
From noon to 1 p.m. today in Smith Wilkes Hall, all are 
welcome to attend a facilitated listening session on a 
proposed Acceptance Garden that underlies Chautau-
qua Institution’s values. Community leaders who are 
proposing this garden will be joined by Institution staff 
partners to provide a quick update on the status of the 
proposed garden, conceptual design and use features, 
and gather feedback from community members. The 
session will be facilitated by trained facilitators from 
the Chautauqua Dialogues program.

Ask the Staff Tent Time
The weekly afternoon tent time with staff (3 to 5 p.m. 
today on Bestor Plaza) has shifted to a small group for-
mat for the remainder of the season. This change is 
intended to accommodate the anticipated number of 
Chautauquans interested in sharing their ideas on fi-
nancial sustainability. Staff members participating this 
week include Kyle Keogh, interim chief executive; Va-
nessa Weinert, vice president of marketing and com-
munications; and Shannon Rozner, senior vice presi-
dent, general counsel and corporate secretary.

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news
Betsy Burgeson leads a Gloves-on Gardening Lesson at 
8 a.m. today at the picnic tables in lower Miller Park. 
This late-summer session covers garden maintenance 
strategies, plant care techniques and preparation for 
the upcoming seasonal transition. Participants are en-
couraged to bring gloves if available.

Jack Gulvin leads a Tree Walk at 4:15 p.m. today 
starting at the lakeside patio of Smith Wilkes Hall. Gul-
vin leads another educational tree exploration, focus-
ing on late summer tree characteristics and the vital 
role trees play in supporting local ecosystems. This af-
ternoon walk examines tree health indicators, identifi-
cation techniques and the relationships between trees 
and wildlife.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
The final Flea Boutique of the season is from noon to 2 
p.m. today behind the Colonnade, featuring the annual 
bag sale!

Language Hour is from 1 to 2 p.m. today at the CWC 
House.

Smith Memorial Library news
The Smith Memorial Library hosts a Fiber Arts Get To-
gether at 9:15 a.m. today in the listening room. Bring 
your project to share with friends! 

Twelve Step Meeting
There will be a Twelve Step meeting from 12:15 to 1:15 
p.m. today in the Marion Lawrence Room, located up-
stairs in Hurlbut Church.
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WEEK
 NINE

NatGeo Explorer Miller returns, tackling microplastics, 
protecting oceans with talk, workshop, book launch

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from 
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or 
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be 
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to 
Alexandra McKee in the Daily’s editorial office. Please 
provide the name of the organization, time and place 
of meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

MILLER

A S K  T H E  S TA F F  T E N T  T I M E

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Chautauquans gather to ask executive sta! questions about the Institution and o!er suggestions, while Interim Chief Executive Kyle Keogh 
answers questions about budgeting and the 2026 themes on Aug. 6 on Bestor Plaza. Above left, Monte Thompson speaks on the importance of the 
arts at the Institution and the need to protect them during shaky financial times. Above right, Jason Pearson talks about the microagressions he 
and his family have witnessed on the grounds. The final Ask the Sta! Tent Time of the season is from 3 to 5 p.m. today on Bestor Plaza.  
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L E C T U R E

Freeman discusses creation of blues club, previews ‘Symphonic Blues’

LAKEWOOD NEW YORK
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LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

Continuing Week Nine’s 
Chautauqua Lecture Series 
theme, “Past Informs Pres-
ent: How to Harness History,” 
Tuesday’s morning lecture in 
the Amphitheater featured 
an array of the musicians and 
creative team behind “Mor-
gan Freeman’s Symphonic 
Blues Experience,” with Mor-
gan Freeman himself at the 
heart of it all.

In a discussion moderated 
by Chautauqua Institution 
Chief Program Officer Deb-
orah Sunya Moore, Freeman 
and Eric Meier — co-own-
ers of the Ground Zero Blues 
Club in Clarksdale, Missis-
sippi — started off the lec-
ture and were later joined 
by tour manager Tameal 
Edwards, conductor Mar-
tin Gellner and blues musi-
cians Anthony “Big A” Sher-
rod, Adrienne “Lady Adrena” 
Ervin, and Keith Johnson. 
The lecture served in many 
ways as an introduction to 
Freeman’s Symphonic Blues 
Experience, which would be 
performed in the Amp just 
hours later with the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orchestra.

“I was raised primarily in 
Mississippi with a few excur-
sions outside, but the best 
of my growing up was spent 
in Mississippi in the Delta 
— Greenwood, Mississippi, 
to be exact,” said Freeman, 
who — beyond his role as 
Ground Zero’s co-owner — is 
an Academy Award-winning 
actor, producer and narrator, 
considered by many to be 
one of the greatest actors of 
all time. 

Rather than any formal in-
troduction to the blues, Free-
man came to know it by sim-
ply being there in the Delta.

“My association with the 
blues is really not an associa-
tion at all,” Freeman said. “It’s 
just there in the air. You start 
hearing it at a very young 
age, because there are a lot 
of guys going around pluck-
ing on guitars and singing sad 
songs. The blues has this be-
ginning with African Ameri-
cans because working in the 
fields, they had a work holler, 
as it were.”

Meier, unlike Freeman, 
isn’t a native of the Mississip-
pi Delta, but he was struck by 
the area and its history upon 
his very first visit.

“It’s a very unique place. 
The culture is unique, (and) 
the stories are unique,” Mei-
er said. “… Whether it’s rock 
or gospel or hip-hop, it all 
started with the founda-
tional music of the Delta, 
which were work songs, to 
Morgan’s point.” 

Beyond the blues, Meier 
explained how he became in-
volved with Ground Zero.

“By a weird series of 
events, I was lucky enough to 
meet this guy and the may-
or of the town of Clarksdale, 
who is a lifelong friend of 
Morgan’s,” Meier said. “They 
had started this blues club 
called Ground Zero with 
Howard (Stovall), which was 
a cotton warehouse convert-
ed into a place to hear world-
class, authentic blues.”

They’ve been partners for 
eight years now.

“We have had a blast doing 
it,” Meier said. “… I feel bless-
ed to work with Morgan and 
Howard and frankly the peo-
ple of the community.”

Freeman spoke about one 
of the original co-founders 
and former Clarksdale mayor, 
Bill Luckett, who passed away 
in 2021. 

“My partner at the time, 
my friend, was a lawyer. His 
name was Bill — William 
Oliver Luckett,” Freeman 
said. “He was a people per-
son, and one day we were 
working on refurbishing a 
building that we were going 
to put this restaurant in. 
And across the street were 
these two young people, 
obviously backpackers.”

Luckett approached them, 
asking what they were look-
ing for and if he could help.

“And they said, ‘Where 
can we hear blues?’ And we 
couldn’t tell them. There was 

no place in Clarksdale that 
we could say, ‘this club’ — it’s 
nowhere,” Freeman said. “So 
we decided, ‘OK, got to do 
something about that.’ … Not 
long after that, we opened 
Ground Zero Blues Club, and 
over the years, it grew in 
popularity so that now, 30% 
of our audience will be from 
out of the country.”

Meier recalled his first visit 
to Ground Zero.

“I took a trip down to 
Clarksdale to see what Mor-
gan and Bill had built,” Meier 
said. “In my heart, I felt this 
was a great American brand. 
It’s a genre that’s largely 
not known by a lot of folks 
— hopefully more tonight — 
and (I) said, this would be a 
fun way to spend time with 
amazing people.”

More than the enjoyment 
it brought him, however, was 
what it could do for the Mis-
sissippi Delta.

“Morgan and Bill, who’s 
since passed, were renais-
sance guys — and Howard  
(Stovall) as well, (who) grew 
up on his farm (and) felt like 
this would be a fun way to 
spend time in, frankly, a part 
of the country that needs 
help,” Meier said. “Through 
the graciousness of Morgan 
and others, there’s people 
leaning in, and I thought this 
would be an important way to 
spend time.” 

Blues musician Keith John-
son joined Freeman and Mei-
er onstage, introducing him-
self to the Amp audience.

“Muddy Waters’ dad’s 
name is Ollie Morgan-
field, so that would be my 
great-great-grandfather,” 
Johnson said. “(He) was a 
self-taught guitar player. 
His first son was Fred, my 
great-grandfather, and the 
next son is McKinley.”

Muddy Waters, or McKin-
ley Morganfield, is an iconic 
bluesman and considered a 
pioneer of the Chicago blues 
scene — a legacy that fol-
lowed Johnson.

“I went to Delta State Uni-
versity to study audio engi-
neering, and of course I joined 
the band,” he said. “When 
they found that out — ‘You 
have to play a Muddy Waters 
song. You have to do this.’ ”

So, he performed Muddy 
Waters’ “Hoochie Coochie 
Man,” from 1954.

“From then on, I got into 
it and decided to carry on 
the legacy of the Morganfield 

family — Muddy Waters’ lega-
cy,” Johnson said. “My grand-
father, my mom — everyone 
in the family — is a self-taught 
musician, self-taught guitar-
ist and harmonica player. It’s 
in the DNA for us to do what 
we do today.”

Recounting her first time 
inside Ground Zero, Sym-
phonic Blues Experience tour 
manager Tameal Edwards ex-
plained how she initially had 
doubts about the place.

“I’m fussing the entire way 
until I open the door, and I 
stood at the door and said, 
‘What is this place?’ And I 
come in,” Edwards said. “I 
still remember what I ate: a 
pulled pork sandwich, onion 
rings, and a stress-reliev-
er rum punch cocktail. I had 
folks from France to the right, 
Florida on the left, and a big 
table of people from Italy.”

Of course, the ambiance 
wasn’t all that struck her 
about Ground Zero.

“I was sitting on the bar 
stool, and the first (perfor-
mance) I saw there was LaLa 
Craig. She’s an awesome pia-
no player, and her hair is fly-
ing,” Edwards said, and she 
remembered thinking, “I have 
to work at this place. I want a 
piece of it.”

Musician Keith Johnson’s 
first encounter with the club 
came about differently.

“Actually, Ground Zero 
made their way to me,” John-
son said. “... It’s this famous 
club, and I’m a guy on the col-
lege campus eating beans and 
rice, trying to make a living. 
So when I got the opportunity 
and put on the best suit that I 
had in the closet — one of two 
— and I got on stage and just, 
the energy was wild.”

While that energy was 
wild, it was far from unfa-
miliar.

“It reminded me so much 
of home and Glen Allan, Mis-
sissippi, where we fry fish, 
where we cook the beans. 
The energy — it reminded me 
so much of home,” Johnson 
said. “… By then in Clarks-
dale, Mississippi, everything 
aligned. … It was destiny for 
me. It was my destiny, and I 
haven’t left since, and I hope 
I don’t leave.” 

Meier described how 
Ground Zero fits into the city 
of Clarksdale.

“I think it’s part of the 
community,” Meier said. “The 
one thing that’s no different 
from here is you want to keep 

it authentic. Clarksdale has 
made the experiences au-
thentic — the look and feel of 
the club, the musicians. We’re 
fortunate that a number of 
our musicians hail from the 
Delta, like Keith (Johnson).”

Their work not only 
serves the community in 
the Mississippi Delta, but 
the blues as well.

“I think the club and the 
music and the history of the 
blues has done wonders for 
the community,” Meier said. 
“But the other point is this is 
that it’s living, which I think 
aligns with really the focus of 
this week. … The blues is alive 
and well. The majority of the 
musicians here tonight are 
under the age of 40, which I 
think bodes incredibly well in 
the music’s evolving.”

With the club founded in 
2001, that success didn’t sim-
ply occur overnight.

“This experience — not 
just the Symphonic Experi-
ence, but the club itself — it’s 
something that got started, 
and it’s now running on its 
own energy,” Freeman said. 
“… I think the experience of 
just, blues itself — Ground 
Zero Blues Club has its own 
momentum, and now we are 
here to interact with all of 
you, and I’m certain you’re 
going to enjoy it.”

Conductor Martin Gell-
ner elaborated that when 
one learns to play guitar, 
the first thing they learn is 
the blues scale. 

“It’s five notes and you 
cannot go wrong when you 
play them,” Gellner said. “… 
I became a pop producer, 
but always studied classical 
music. I wanted to learn to 
play guitar, so this is exactly 
where I live. I love (classical) 

music, I love the blues, I love 
rock, and this is the cross-
over happening.”

Weaving together an or-
chestra and the blues is a 
unique task for arranging 
music.

“This is the whole interest-
ing magic about it, to marry 
these two worlds. … The blues 
is all about (the) parallel fifth 
— so how do you do this?” 
Gellner said. “... An orchestra 
is a beautiful body of music. 
Blues, pop, rock, is a lot about 
interpretation and sound, and 
you have to keep that.”

Typically, the older the 
blues song, the less formal 
notation. 

“Some of the early songs 
were the hardest, but these 
turned out to be my most-
loved arrangements now. It’s 
two, three chords and how 
do you arrange that?” Gell-
ner said. “... So I arranged this 
beautiful guitar playing of the 
blues masters, who play ev-
erything on one guitar with 
two hands, into an orchestra. 
So what you hear is the or-
chestra playing a big guitar.”

Anthony “Big A” Sherrod, 
who now teaches in Clarks-
dale in addition to perform-
ing, shared some of his mu-
sical background. His father 
had a regular gospel group at 
their house, he said, and Big A 
was the only of 12 kids to stay 
up for those nights, joining in 
with spoons.

“One day, my dad sur-
prised me with my first guitar 
at the age of 2 years old (and) 
sat it in my lap,” Big A said. “… 
I found the key that they were 
singing in. So the manager of 
the group, he’s like, ‘Every-
body be quiet. Y’all listen. He 
found our key. One day, he’s 
going to be something else.’ ”

Adrienne “Lady Adre-
na” Ervin also became ac-
quainted with music early 
on as a kid.

“I’m a Southern Baptist and 
started singing at the age of 
5,” she said. “… I did my first 
solo, and my mom told me I 
had a standing ovation.”

That performance was 
only the tip of the iceberg.

“Early on, I snuck out of 
the house to a party across 
the street where they were 
playing blues and sung three 
songs and snuck back inside,” 
Lady Adrena said. “I grew up 
on the blues. My family loves 
the blues, so I was always 
musically inclined. I didn’t 
choose the blues, the blues 
chose me.”

One of the songs Lady 
Adrena was set to perform 
Tuesday night was Robert 
Johnson’s “Traveling River-
side Blues” — more of a rock 
song, she said, and “I was 
scared of that song at first. It 
was a little out of the box for 
me, but Martin (Gellner) said, 
‘Just go in there and sing it. 
Sing it like you know how to 
sing it.’ And when I did that, I 
fell in love with the song. I lis-
ten to it every day now.”

The panel was joined by 
more musicians, including 
Jaxx Nassar, a multi-instru-
mentalist. The group of blues 
musicians performed “I Lied 
To You,” from the film “Sin-
ners,” with Freeman ending 
on a note of pride for the au-
thentic juke joint.

“This young lady over here 
on the guitar, she’s been do-
ing that since she was a lit-
tle girl,” Freeman said. “She 
started at Ground Zero.”

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top, Symphonic Blues Experience musicians from the Ground Zero Blues Club and conductor Martin 
Gellner join the club’s co-owners Morgan Freeman and Eric Meier for a portion of the morning lecture 
discussion Tuesday in the Amphitheater. Above, musicians of the Symphonic Blues Experience give a 
preview of the works to be performed that evening in the Amp.  At right, Freeman discusses his early 
years as an actor, during a larger conversation on his work with the Ground Zero Blues Club and its 
Symphonic Blues Experience.



Page 4 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com  Wednesday, August 20, 2025

F R O M  P A G E  O N E

The Chautauquan Daily
Celebrating 149 Years of Nearly-Continuous Publication

chqdaily.com

EDITORIAL STAFF
 Sara Toth Editor 
 Dave Munch Photo editor 
 Alexandra McKee	 Editorial	Office	manager

  
 Megan Brown Copy editor 
 Cody Englander Staff writer  
 Susie Anderson  Staff writer
 Gabriel Weber Staff writer
 Julia Weber Staff writer
 Liz DeLillo Staff writer 
 Mary Lee Talbot Staff writer
 Deborah Trefts Staff writer 
 

 George Koloski  Photographer
 Joseph Ciembroniewicz Photographer 
 Tallulah Brown Van Zee Photographer
 Von Smith Photographer 

 Shelbi Bale Design editor
 Laura Quisenberry Design editor
 Olivia Asp Design editor
 Antonella Rescigno Design editor 
 HG Biggs Contributing Designer 
 
 Patricia Beagle Contributing writer
 Emma Francois Contributing writer 
 Abraham Kenmore Contributing writer
 Kaitlyn Finchler Contributing writer 
 John Warren Contributing writer, writing coach

ADVERTISING & BUSINESS OFFICE
 Raymond Downey Publisher
 Stacy Stone Advertising Manager
 Jackson Howe Business	Office	Associate 
 Lily Runkel Business	Office	Associate 
 Jennifer Webler	 Business	Office	Associate
 Evan Riedesel Circulation Manager

Advertising telephone   716-357-6206 
Business telephone   716-357-6235 
Circulation telephone   716-357-6235
Editorial telephone   716-357-6205
Email	address	 	 	 daily@chq.org
Fax	number	 	 	 716-357-9694
Published by Chautauqua Institution, P.O. Box 1095, Chautauqua, N.Y. 14722,  
daily, Monday through Saturday, for a period of nine weeks, June 21 
through	August	23,	2025.	The	Institution	is	a	not-for-profit	organization,	
incorporated and chartered under the laws of the state of New York.

Entered	at	periodical	rate,	July	11,	1907,	at	the	post	office	at	Chautauqua,	N.Y.,	 
under the act of 1870: ISSN 0746-0414.

55	issues;	home	delivery	by	carrier,	$78.75;	mail,	$128.25.
Postal	regulations	require	that	mail	subscriptions	be	paid	in	advance.

Chautauqua Institution is a non-profit organization, dependent     
upon your gifts to fulfill its mission. Gate tickets and other revenue 

cover only a portion of the cost of your Chautauqua experience.       
Your gifts make our mission possible. giving.chq.org

“One, by being incredibly 
stubborn.	Number	two,	real-
izing	that	being	an	imitator	is	
a short-lived career, but being 
an	 innovator	 means	 you’re	
smoothing	a	path	for	not	only	
yourself, but everyone else,” 
Zuraitis	 said.	 “I	 don’t	 believe	
I could sing the standards 
better	 than	 Ella	 Fitzgerald;	
I	 learned	 from	 her,	 but	 I’d	
rather	 write	 my	 own	 music	
so	 that	 she’s	 honored	 with-
out	 me	 just	 trying	 to	 sound	
exactly like those traditions, 
while also trying to push ev-
erything forward.”

In creating her own lane, 
Zuraitis holds the balance 
by	 finding	 inspiration	 in	 the	
Great	American	Songbook.	
“All	 the	 elements	 of	 jazz,	

pop,	 folk	 and	 blues	 make	
American	 music	 so	 amaz-
ing — and a real dedication 
to the art of storytelling — 
which kind of got lost a little 
bit	in	jazz.	People	tend	to	say,	
‘Oh,	jazz,	it	makes	me	sleepy,’	
or	‘I	don’t	like	it.	It’s	boring.’	I	
believe that, especially with 
modern	songbooks,	it’s	a	way	
to	get	people	back	into	realiz-
ing	why	jazz	was	the	pop	mu-
sic back in the day,” she said.

Zuraitis was singing as 
soon as she could speak, 
relying	 on	music	 as	 a	 uni-

versal language. 
“As I travel around the 

world to places where En-
glish	 isn’t	 the	 first	 language,	
no	 matter	 what	 I’m	 saying,	
the	music	 still	 penetrates	 to	
them;	it’s	really	 important	to	
see,”	Zuraitis	said.	“Humor	or	
sadness is clear, even if the 
words are not.”
Jazz	 first	 got	 its	 hooks	 in	

Zuraitis when she heard Ella 
Fitzgerald.	
“I	 love	 theater,	 and	 (jazz)	

felt like theater, but without 
the	 costume,”	 Zuraitis	 said.	
“There’s	 that	 arc	 of	 story-
telling within one single 
song, and a lot of those Great 
American	 Songbook	 stan-
dards	 came	 from	 musicals,	
so it kind of bridged the gap 
for	me.	Then	there’s	also	the	
element	 of	 improvisation.	
I	didn’t	know	 it	at	 the	 time,	
but I was also a songwriter; 
I	was	 like,	 ‘Oh,	so	 I	can	 just	
make	 up	 my	 own	 melody?	
OK,	that’s	exciting.’		”
Growing	up,	she	didn’t	see	

herself as a professional sing-
er	 for	 many	 years,	 despite	
her apparent interest, and 
remembers	 scanning	Down-
Beat	magazine’s	polls.	It	made	
it	 all	 the	 more	 sweet	 when	
Zuraitis	 was	 recognized	 by	
DownBeat for her songwrit-
ing	and	dynamic	vocals.	
“I	didn’t	come	up	 through	

the	 ranks	 of	 the	 jazz	 educa-

tional	system	—	I	was	an	op-
era singer. I started singing 
jazz	 later	 in	 the	 game,	 and	
I	 didn’t	 have	 the	 language	
to	 move	 and	 hang	 with	 the	
true	legends	of	jazz,”	she	said.	
“Still,	to	this	day,	I’m	just	hon-
ored to even be part of the 
jazz	 community;	 it’s	 such	 a	
deep cultural institution. The 
roots of it are so, so deep, and 
it’s	Black	American	music,	so	
to	even	say	I’m	a	jazz	singer	is	
an honor in itself.”
There	are	many	challenges	

in	navigating	the	music	indus-
try, and Zuraitis has learned a 
lot	 from	 being	 a	 part	 of	 the	
music	community.	
“It’s	 a	 very	 lonely	 busi-

ness. We have to constantly 
be	amping	ourselves	up,	try-
ing to sell ourselves, trying 
to	sell	our	music,	our	tickets	
—	 it	 can	 be	 very	 lonely.	 I’ve	
learned that obviously hav-
ing	support,	but	mostly	look-
ing ahead and setting goals 
makes	you	feel	like	you’re	not	
nebulous,	 floating	 in	 space	
in	 a	 very	 difficult	 industry,”	
Zuraitis said. “Also, not to be 
precious with what you put 
out	 there	 —	 just	 make	 the	
thing.	It’s	not	going	to	be	per-
fect,	so	you	just	need	to	finish	
it. The Live (at Vic’s Las Vegas) 
album,	there’s	tons	of	imper-
fections,	 and	 that’s	 kind	 of	
where the beauty lies.”

While Zuraitis has estab-

lished herself as a power-
house, she feels as though 
she is still discovering her 
audience.	Her	newest	album,	
Live at Vic’s Las Vegas,	 just	
came	out	and	features	origi-
nal songs along with arrange-
ments	 of	 Stevie	 Nicks,	 Dolly	
Parton,	 Jimmy	Webb,	 Thelo-
nious	Monk,	Nina	Simone	and	
many	more.
Referencing	 Nina	 Sim-

one’s	 saying,	 “an	 artist’s	
duty	 is	 to	 reflect	 the	 times	
in which we live,” Zuraitis 
feels art is best served with 
a	 side	 of	 activism.	 Many	
albums	 are	 influenced	 by	
social change; How Love 
Begins was inspired by en-
vironmental	 photography,	
and	some	songs	were	com-
posed balancing hard top-
ics	and	without	coming	out	 
too	melancholy.

“I feel like the perfor-
mance	 itself	 offers	 a	 mo-
ment	 of	 catharsis	 and	
release, as opposed to re-
minding	 us	 how	 shitty	 ev-
erything is,” Zuraitis said. 

Zuraitis hopes Chautau-
quans	 come	 open-minded	
and leave having an expand-
ed understanding of what 
jazz	can	be.
“Jazz	 can	 be	 fun,	 enter-

taining,	moving	and	exciting,”	
Zuraitis said. “It is exciting to 
hear a songwriter read their 
diary to you.”

ZURAITIS
FROM PAGE 1

More than the operative de-
cisions faced with large lan-
guage	 models	 (LLMs),	 that	
technology poses particular 
ethical questions, as well.
“Among	 many	 implica-

tions,	we	 truly	need	 to	fig-
ure	out	when	flexible,	 gen-
eral	 AI	 systems	 should	 be	
working for us — required 
and designed to be loy-
al to us as individuals, the 
way	 lawyers	must	 zealous-
ly represent their clients, 
and doctors look after their 
patients — and when they 
should be looking out for so-
ciety,	such	as	when	someone	
asks for help in, say, building 
a	bomb,”	Zittrain	said.	“It’s	a	
profound question when AI 
is encapsulating technol-
ogy’s	 broader	 promise	 to	
grant	much	more	power	 to	
humanity.	How	 should	 that	
power	be	distributed?”

This question of when 
people should and should 
not	 utilize	 AI	 is	 far	 from	
consensus.
“I	see	three	communities:	

accelerationists, who tend 
to view AI as a revolutionary 
force	 for	 human	 progress	
and want to hasten its de-
velopment;	 safetyists,	 who	
warn of its potentially cata-
strophic risks; and skeptics, 
who	see	AI	as	an	incremen-
tal, over-hyped technology 
that yet carries dangerous, 
if	more	 prosaic,	 near-term,	
practical consequences,” 
Zittrain said.
Ethical	 disagreements	

often divide people, but 
Zittrain suggests these 
divergences should not 
preclude collaborative 
solutions.

“Each of these perspec-
tives	has	something	import-
ant to offer to understand 
AI’s	rapid	evolution,”	Zittrain	
said, “and their isolation 
from	 one	 another	 hinders	
meaningful	 public	 and	 ex-
pert dialogue, collaborative 
progress on identifying and 
resolving issues, and the 
pursuit	of	meaningful	policy	
development.”
Beyond	 more	 effectively	

tackling such concerns with 
AI, shared discourse can 
help	pave	a	new	path	mov-
ing forward.

“At stake is a safe and eq-
uitable future where prog-
ress	and	empowerment	are	
available to all, especially 
those sidelined by previous 
transformational	 technolo-
gies,”	Zittrain	said.	“I’m	hop-
ing to start reconciling the 
various points of view.”
Though	there	is	much	go-

ing on in the ever-evolving 
sphere	of	AI,	 today’s	morn-
ing lecture offers Chautau-
quans a fuller picture.
“I	 hope	 they’ll	 see	 a	 role	

for	themselves	in	shepherd-
ing our new technologies, 
understanding better both 
the nuts and bolts of how 
they work — with AI, to the 
extent anyone can, which is 
not	 so	 much	 —	 and	 where	
the	experts	themselves	cur-
rently	 don’t	 agree	 on	 what	
could and should happen 
next,” he said.

ZITTRAIN
FROM PAGE 1

This is when Stevens 
started	 manufacturing	
bath and body care prod-
ucts, opened a cafe and 
started a national net-
work	 and	 global	 market-
place — which is now the 
largest national network 
for	 free,	 long-term	 beds	
for	women.
“It	is	the	largest	justice	

enterprise	 run	 by	 wom-
en survivors in the Unit-
ed States,” Stevens said. 
“Along the way, we start-
ed	 working	 with	 women	
in all kinds of countries 
who are experiencing the 
same	 universal	 issues	 on	
their backs.”
International	work	first	

started in Rwanda, then 
“moved	 out	 from	 there,”	
especially	 for	women	who	
were affected by war or 
were refugees, she said. 
This is why Stevens shares 
stories	 from	 around	 the	
world — they share the 
same	themes	of	“how	love	
heals” and “how love is a 
strong force of change.”

“I was inspired by a 
number	 of	 things	 to	 start	
Thistle	 Farms,	 including	
my	 own	 story	 —	 which	

is	 a	 survivor	 story	 from	
early childhood,” Stevens 
said.	“(There	are)	so	many	
beautiful people in history 
who	have	worked	 in	com-
munity	to	create	change	in	
the world.”
Women	 survivors	 are	

“one of the oldest” topics 
and a universal topic, Ste-
ven said.
“When	you	heal	women,	

you	heal	communities,”	she	
said.	“When	you	rape	wom-
en,	 you	 kill	 communities.	
That’s	 just	fact,	and	all	the	
data supports when you 
invest	 in	 women,	 you	 re-
ally	are	 impacting	a	whole	
community	of	people.”

Stevens also said she 
hopes	 to	 make	 some	
friends through the lec-
ture, because creating re-
lationships is “how Thistle 
Farms	continues	to	grow.”
“I	hope	that	maybe	some	

of the ideas that I share 
might	 spark	 something	 in	
people that are already 
on that path of wanting to 
have	 a	 positive	 impact	 on	
the world,” Stevens said. 
“I also hope that people go 
back	 into	 their	 own	 com-
munities	 and	 share	 our	
story as an advocate and 
as	a	Thistle	Farmer.”

STEVENS
FROM PAGE 1

HALE
FROM PAGE 1

Under	 Hale’s	 leadership,	 the	
Atlanta History Center has 
led the Confederate Monu-
ment	 Initiative,	and	Hale	has	
served as co-chair of the Ad-
visory	 Committee	 on	 City	
of	 Atlanta	 Street	Names	 and	
Monuments	 Associated	 with	
the Confederacy. In addition 
to his work at the Atlanta 
History Center, Hale is chair 
of the advisory board of the 
Museum	 of	 Early	 Southern	
Decorative	Arts,	an	ex-officio	
member	 of	 the	 board	 of	 the	
Old	Salem	Museums	and	Gar-
dens,	 and	 a	 member	 of	 the	
Advisory Board for the Center 
for	the	Study	of	the	American	
South. He is also past chair of 
the Georgia Trust for Historic 
Preservation.

An Atlanta native, Hale re-

ceived his Bachelor of Arts in 
history	from	the	University	of	
Georgia	and	his	J.D.	from	the	
University of Virginia School 
of	Law;	prior	to	joining	the	At-
lanta History Center in 2012, 
Hale served as chief counsel 
of	the	American	Cancer	Soci-
ety and was a partner in the 
firm	 of	 Kilpatrick	 Townsend	
& Stockton. 

“If you want to be persua-
sive, you have to approach 
people where they are,” Hale 
told UGA Today in 2023, re-
flecting	 on	 his	 pivot	 from	
law.	 “You	have	 to	give	 them	
the ability to be surprised 
or	 to	 learn	 something	 that	
might	shift	their	viewpoint	a	
little bit. And this crosses all 
ideologies.	No	one	has	a	mo-
nopoly on truth or knowl-
edge. We all can use a little 
bit	more	perspective.”

A free, 90-minute workshop to 
help create a Chautauqua where 
everyone belongs! 

Monday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 

Registration encouraged.  
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

Creating an  
Inclusive Chautauqua

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 
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Scenic Design Fellow Zavalza talks CTC’s 
‘The Witnesses,’ creating worlds in theater

CLSC Young Readers to 
explore turmoil, traditions 
in Week 9’s book selections
SUSIE ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

In a week themed “Past 
Informs Present: How to 
Harness History,” young 
readers will explore his-
tory to learn about their 
present and future in a 
story about life during an 
epidemic and a celebration 
of a young girl’s heritage.

The CLSC Young Read-
ers program will feature 
Mindy Nichols Wendell’s 
Light and Air and Cynthia 
Leitich Smith’s Jingle Danc-
er at 12:15 p.m. today on the 
porch of the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall. 

Community members 
Amber Sipior and Marga-
ret Edwards will lead the 
discussion. 

Light and Air situates 
young readers in 1935 at 
the height of the tuber-
culosis epidemic as Halle 
and her mother are sent 
to the J.N. Adam Tuber-
culosis Hospital. Tucked 
away in the woods of up-
state New York, they are 
far from home and the 
rest of the world. 

However, it is not a 
prison. Halle finds that, 
freed from her difficult 
father, she discovers the 
healing power of the chil-
dren’s ward. When her 
mother suffers a hemor-
rhage, the future comes 
into question. In a tender 
glimpse into life during 
an epidemic, the book can 
situate the COVID-19 pan-
demic in broader terms 
for young readers. 

“It provides context for 
the tuberculosis epidemic 
and can help kids, young 
readers, understand or ex-
plore their own experiences 
of the (COVID-19) pandemic 
in different ways,” said Ste-
phine Hunt, managing di-
rector of literary arts.

Because Wendell is a lo-
cal author, the setting of 
her story feels natural to 
Chautauqua readers as it 
grounds itself in a familiar 
landscape. Beyond local 
familiarity and a well-re-
searched story, Light and 
Air introduces the tensions 
of disparate treatment for 
people with illnesses.

“Its a really imperative 
look at how we deal with 
illness in our communi-
ties and how we can de-
monize humans that have 
particular illnesses and 
how overcoming that is 
important,” Hunt said.

Early Readers will turn 

to a familiar favorite in 
Week Nine with author 
Cynthia Leitich Smith’s 
Jingle Dancer. Smith was 
featured in the Kwame 
Alexander’s Writers’ Lab 
& Conference in Chautau-
qua in 2024.

Jingle Dancer, written 
by Smith and illustrated 
by Cornelius Van Wright 
and Ying-Hwa Hu, follows 
Jenna, a young Muscogee 
girl daydreaming of join-
ing her grandmother’s 
tradition of jingle danc-
ing. She seeks jingles from 
her family in a story of 
community and culture to 
join in the powwow.

“It’s a beautiful look at 
how these historical cere-
monies and traditions get 
carried forward in Native 
American communities 
today,” Hunt said.

In a recognition and 
celebration of the cere-
mony, the story connects 
readers to sound, music 
and culture through Jen-
na’s eyes.

“It’s a family and larger 
community narrative be-
cause the jingle dress — as a 
tradition — connects gener-
ations of women and danc-
ers and narratives of hope in 
hard times,” Hunt said.

Following the discus-
sion of Light and Air and 
Jingle Dancer, young read-
ers are welcome to join in 
a Play CHQ event on the 
lawn of Alumni Hall.

JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany continues its world 
premier of C.A. Johnson’s 
The Witnesses with a per-
formance at 4 p.m. today in 
Bratton Theater.

The Witnesses tells the 
story of a group of individuals 
participating in a peer sup-
port group in the midst of an 
apocalyptic plague wreaking 
havoc on the world around 
them. The play was commis-
sioned by CTC Producing 
Artistic Director Jade King 
Carroll two years ago and 
was brought to the Institu-
tion as a New Play Workshop 
last year under the name Tell 
Me You’re Dying.

Scenic Design Fellow and 
The Witnesses Scenic Design 
Assistant Sebastián Zaval-
za said that in conversations 
with Scenic Designer You-
Shin Chen, the main chal-
lenge the play posed was 
creating different locations 
that were still coherent and 
grounding as a whole. Scenes 
in the play include various 
apartments, a car, a meet-
ing room and more, and the 
scenic design had to adapt to 
portray each of those spaces 
in a cohesive way.

“All of that had to some-
what differentiate itself from 
one another but at the same 
time make sense onstage,” 
Zavalza said. “You don’t want 
to put a lot of random loca-
tions onstage and call it a day. 
That doesn’t look cohesive 
and looks odd to the eye.”

When assisting Chen in 
bringing the scenic design 
to its final state, Zavalza said 
unifying elements like color 
and texture helped to bring 
the scene together in a co-
herent way. Employing these 

common features while still 
experimenting with attri-
butes like hue, saturation and 
texture make the scene uni-
fied but not repetitive.

The Witnesses employs el-
ements of familiarity to the 
viewer — after all, we all know 
what it is like to live through a 
pandemic — but also depicts a 
world devolving into an apoc-
alypse. By collaborating with 
the sound department, the 
scenic design team designed 
a set that struck a balance be-
tween familiarity and unease 
through sensory effects.

“There’s moments of ten-
sion where you understand 
people are trying to have 
their most normal life, but 
there’s something out there,” 
Zavalza said. “They have no 
power. It’s more psychologi-
cal; you cannot see it, but it’s 
out there.”

Zavalza said he invites 
audience members to “be 
attentive to the different 
small details” as they ex-
perience the play and take 
note of how smaller cre-
ative decisions influence 
the overall atmosphere of 
The Witnesses.

While the decisions that 
contribute to the scenic de-
sign and set dressing might 
seem small, Zavalza said each 
one “lets you know more 
about the characters them-
selves and where they’re lo-
cated in spacing and their 
personalities as well.”

“Everything has a reason-
ing of positioning and helps 
you visually flow along bet-
ter,” he said.

As this summer’s scenic 
design fellow, Zavalza said 
one of the challenges in de-
veloping a set in Chautauqua 
as opposed to in a concen-
trated city is there can be less 

opportunity to make quick 
changes. For him, the “main 
takeaway” is ensuring quality 
control by designing sets and 
troubleshooting in advance 
so problems can be addressed 
ahead of time.

For Zavalza, learning to 
work with people and fos-
ter connections “both from 
a professional and a person-
al standpoint” has been an 
invaluable skill he has de-
veloped throughout the sea-
son. He said the company in 

CTC was one that was tre-
mendously supportive and 
healthy, and he said he will 
take these relationships he 
has formed with him as he 
continues his career.

“You’re just connecting be-
cause you love the art,” Zaval-
za said. “You’re kind of the ad-
vocate of your own persona 
and your professional self as 
well, so learning how to fos-
ter those and maintain those 
in the future is the biggest 
takeaway for me.”

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Actors Nedra Marie Taylor, as 
Millicent, and Daniel Pearce, as John, perform during a rehearsal of 
C.A. Johnson’s The Witnesses Aug. 8 in Bratton Theater.

chqdaily.com
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The Joseph H. Defrees Me-
morial Lecture is provid-
ing support for Jonathan 
Zittrain’s 10:45 a.m. lecture 
today in the Amphitheater. 
The Joseph H. DeFrees Me-
morial Lecture supports 
lectures in science, environ-
ment and technology. The 
fund, established in 1991 by 
the DeFrees Family Founda-
tion of Warren, Pennsylva-
nia, memorializes Joseph H. 

DeFrees, who died in 1982 at 
the age of 76. DeFrees was 
a Warren, Pennsylvania, in-
dustrialist who held more 
than 70 patents on products 
he designed throughout his 
lifetime. He was particular-
ly interested in the study 
of fluids and water. He was 
a 1929 graduate of Cornell 
University with a degree in 
civil engineering. DeFrees 
spent his life in the petro-

leum and tank transporta-
tion industries. He was an 
officer of the Pennsylvania 
Furnace and Iron Company, 
the Tiona Manufacturing 
Company and Ray Indus-
tries before he formed the 
Allegheny Valve Company 
and the Allegheny Coupling 
Company in the 1950s. He 
worked actively to preserve 
historic buildings in Warren 
and donated considerable 

land to the community for 
parks. DeFrees married the 
former Barbara Baldwin of 
Jamestown in 1945. Barba-
ra DeFrees began visiting 
Chautauqua as a child. She 
studied voice and piano here 
and later, as an adult, be-
came an active supporter of 
opera at Chautauqua. Bar-
bara DeFrees, an Institution 
trustee from 1976 to 1984, 
died in 1992. 

The H. Parker and Emma O. 
Sharp Lectureship Fund is 
providing support for Bec-
ca Stevens’ Interfaith Lec-
ture at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy. The fund 
was established in 1988 to 
provide support for the af-
ternoon religious lecture 
series. Mr. Sharp was born 
in 1903 and raised in Pitts-
burgh. He attended Harvard 
University and Harvard Law 
School before returning to 
Pittsburgh to join the firm of 
Reed Smith Shaw & McClay. 
He passed away in 1994.

Emma Sharp was born in 
Pittsburgh and graduated 
from Westminster College 
in New Wilmington, Penn-
sylvania, with a bachelor’s 
degree. She received an ad-
ditional library degree from 
Carnegie Mellon Library 

School and became librarian 
at Bellevue High School in 
Pittsburgh. Married in 1937, 
the Sharps celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary at 
Chautauqua in 1987. Emma 
Sharp’s parents brought her 
to Chautauqua in her youth. 
This early interest in Chau-
tauqua attracted the Sharps 
back to the grounds after 
they became grandparents. 
Commenting on the cou-
ple’s establishment of the 
religion lectureship, Emma 
Sharp noted, “We are very 
much interested in Chau-
tauqua’s remembrance of 
her religious beginnings. We 
feel the spiritual side of life 
is just as important as the 
physical and mental sides 
of life, and we want the re-
ligious programming to be 
strengthened.” 

The John T. and Kather-
ine G. Bailey Family Fund 
is providing support for 
Nicole Zuraitis at 8:15 
p.m. tonight in the Am-
phitheater. The fund was 
established in 1997 to 
support jazz music at the 
Institution, including per-
formance, teaching and 
scholarship. Jack Bailey 
served in the U.S. Coast 
Guard from 1944 to 1946, 
graduated from Harvard 
University in 1950 and at-
tended graduate school 
at Columbia University. 
He retired as chairman 
of a major public rela-
tions consulting firm in 

Cleveland and previous-
ly served as an execu-
tive with The New York 
Times. Jack was a trustee 
of Chautauqua Institution 
from 1975 to 1983. Kay was  
a graduate of Wells Col-
lege and held a master’s 
degree in library sci-
ence from Case Western 
Reserve University. She 
worked for the Rockefel-
ler Institute for Medical 
Research in New York 
and volunteered for many 
years at the library of 
the Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History. She also 
served on the board of 
trustees of Wells College.

Bailey Fund supports 
Zuraitis’ performance

Sharp Lectureship 
supports Stevens

DeFrees Memorial Lecture supporting Zittrain

B UILDIN G TRUS T S IN CE 1 9 7 3  
CUS TOM H OMES

REMODELIN G AN D RES TORATION
S US TAIN ABLE D ES IGN

CUS TOM CABIN ETRY/MILLWORK

 5073 WEST LAKE ROAD, MAYVILLE, NY 14575 I WWW.MAYSHARK.COM 
 716.386.6228

YOUR BREAKFAST IS READY. 
7:45 TIL 9:45. Tally Ho. 16 Morris. 
O u r  F a m o u s  B u t t e r m i l k 
Pancakes…Sour Dough French 
To a s t … G o u r m e t  3  f i l i n g 
Omelettes, Fruit Parfaits. Veranda 
or dining room seating.

SHOULDER SEASON ROOMS 
at 10 Pratt (Reformed Church 
House) Aug 29 - Sept 6. Info at 
cuccs.org.

Fun in the sun!  Pontoon and 
F i s h i n g  B o a t  R e n t a l s  @ 
C h a u t a u q u a  M a r i n a . 
7 1 6 . 7 5 3 . 3 9 1 3  w w w .
ChautauquaMarina.com

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be submitted electronically, no more 
than 350 words and are subject to editing. Letters 
must include the writer’s signature including name, 
address and telephone number for verification.  
The Daily does not publish anonymous letters. 
Works containing demeaning, accusatory or libelous 
statements will not be published. 
Submit letters to:  Sara Toth, editor 
    stoth@chq.org 

Call our o!ce to get 
the Daily at your door! 
716-357-6235

SUBSCRIPTIONS

FITNESS CENTER
Chautauqua Health and 
Fitness is a full-service 
exercise and strength 
training facility located 
at Turner Community 
Center. (716) 357-6430

 » ON THE GROUNDS
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R E C R E A T I O N

In a powerful display of 
compassion and commu-
nity spirit, the Chautauqua 
Women’s Golf Association 
mobilized its members and 
supporters to raise more 
than $6,500 for victims of 
the devastating floods last 
month in Texas Hill Country. 

Concerned for those im-
pacted by the tragic loss 
of lives caused by the July 
flooding event in Texas, 
CWGA dedicated their an-
nual charity tournament and 
donation drive to this relief 
effort, bringing together 

golfers, residents, and visi-
tors in a shared effort. 

“We typically target our 
philanthropy to local orga-
nizations, and that remains 
a priority,” said Debbie Per-
ry, a member of the CWGA 
Charity Committee. “The 
scope of devastation and 
impact on girls, in particu-
lar, motivated us to change 
our focus this year.” 

CWGA member and San 
Antonio, resident Rainy 
Evans accepted the gift 
on behalf of the Commu-
nity Foundation of the 

Texas Hill Country. Evans’  
granddaughter was a 
camper at Camp Mystic 
when it flooded. She was 
rescued, but lost a close 
friend in the flood. 

“I’m so grateful to the 
CWGA for making this their 
focus this year,” Evans said.  
“Long after the headlines 
stop telling this story, peo-
ple are in need and people 
are grieving. I’m proud that 
our beloved Chautauqua 
family is part of this recov-
ery and relief effort.” 

“Our members felt a 

deep calling to respond,” 
Perry said. “Chautauqua is 
a place where values like 
empathy, action, and com-
munity are lived every day. 
We wanted to extend that 
spirit beyond our summer 
community and offer sup-
port to those facing un-
imaginable loss.” 

Proceeds from the event 
have been directed to the 
Community Foundation 
of the Texas Hill Country, 
a trusted organization in 
that region.

Chautauqua Women’s Golf Association raises record-
breaking funds for Texas Hill Country flood victims

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Women’s Golf Association Charity Day Committee Member Debbie Perry, center left, joined by fellow committee members, 
presents a check for $6,549 to committee member Rainy Evans, center right, on behalf of the Community Foundation of the Texas Hill 
Country on Aug. 12 at the Chautauqua Golf Club. 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Alli Bowman, left, and her mother Janet Bowman, center left, 
with Chautauqua Golf Club Director of Golf Kirk Stau!er and 
tournament co-chair Colleen Reeve. The Bowmans placed first 
in the Fifth Annual Amelia’s Landing Ladies Invitational on July 
25, along with fellow team members Sheryl Johnson and Diana 
Ordains. The tournament raised $700 for the Zonta Club of 
Jamestown’s Amelia Earhart Fellowship, which supports women 
pursuing advanced degrees in aerospace engineering. 

A M E L I A’S  L A N D I N G  
T O U R N A M E N T  W I N N E R S

 » ON THE GROUNDS

BICYCLE SAFETY RULES
1. Bikes must be maintained in a safe operating condition and 
shall have adequate brakes, a bell or other signaling device, and 
the proper reflectors.
2. In accordance with New York State law, bicyclists shall observe 
all traffic signs and signals, including stop signs and one-way 
streets. Additionally, the state requires a white headlight and red 
taillight when operating a bicycle from dusk to dawn.
3. Operators under 14 years of age are required by New York 
State law to wear a protective helmet. Bicycle helmets are 
recommended for all active cyclists on the grounds.
4. Bikes are not to be ridden on brick walks or other paths 
reserved for pedestrian use.
5. Bikes must be operated at a speed that is reasonable and 
prudent and in no instance at more than 12 mph.
6. Bicyclists should always give the right of way to pedestrians.
7. Parents must ensure that their children ride responsibly by 
enforcing the rules and by setting a good example. 

We strongly encourage 
riders to lock or secure 
their bicycles when not 
in use.
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P R O G R A M

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 20

6:15 Sunrise Kayak & Paddleboard. 
Sign up with payment one to two 
days before event at 716-357-
6281 or sportsclub@chq.org. 
Sports Club

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Sharon Wesoky (Mahanaya 
Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the  
Good Shepherd

8:00 Gloves-on Gardening Lessons 
with Betsy. (Programmed by the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) Betsy 
Burgeson, supervisor of gardens 
and landscapes, Chautauqua 
Institution. Picnic tables in lower 
Miller Park

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:30 (8:30–8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Leader: Monte Thompson 
(Movement and Meditation.) Hall 
of Philosophy Grove

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 21

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Tennis Center.) 
Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Kate Mayberry. Corner of Massey 
& Hawthorne

7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Sharon Wesoky (Mahanaya 
Buddhist Meditation.) 
Presbyterian House Chapel

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. 
Episcopal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd

8:00 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 
side door

8:00 Buffalo Bound Day Trip 
(Programmed by Chautauqua 
Women's Club.) Meet at Main Gate 

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. 
Hall of Missions Grove 

9:00 (9-5) Art Exhibit. "The West 
Branch of the Neversink Under 
Threat Under Stress." Hovey 
Brock. Smith Memorial Library

9:15 Master Series Workshop. 
African American Literature, 
National Healing, and The 
Discourse of Mercy. Fee.  
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Ballroom

9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON.  
Brian D. McLaren, Dean of 
Faculty, Center for Action and 
Contemplation. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. (Programmed 
by Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.) 
“Tasting and Exploring Shabbat 
Cuisine—Shavout, Cheesecakes, 
Blintzes and Other Dairy Foods.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:00   (10-3) Archives Exhibitions 
Open. "True and False Artifacts." 
Oliver Archives Center

10:00 (10-12) Play CHQ. Drops on a 
Penny & Parachutes. Bestor Plaza

10:00  (10-1) Classics with Brian 
Hannah on WQLN NPR. Live radio 
broadcasting. Author’s Alcove

10:15 Service of Blessing and 
Healing. UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Sabrina Lynn Motley, director, 
Smithsonian Folklife Festival. 
Jeffrey Rosen, president and 
CEO, National Constitution Center. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

10:45 Children’s Story Time. All families 
welcome. Bestor Plaza. (Rain 
location: The Smith Memorial 
Library Upstairs Classroom)

11:30 (11:30–2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

12:15 CTC Theater Chat. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Theater 
Company.) Sneak Peak to 
2026. A Conversation with CTC 
Leadership. Smith Wilkes Hall

SOLD OUT

8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:55 (8:55–9) Chautauqua Prays For 
Peace Through Compassion. Hall 
of Missions Grove

9:00 Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua Workshop. 
(Programmed by the IDEA Office.)
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall 
Prose Room

9:00 (9-5) Art Exhibit. "The West Branch 
of the Neversink Under Threat 
Under Stress." Hovey Brock. Smith 
Memorial Library

9:15  (9:15-10:15) Fiber Arts Get 
Together. Bring your projects. Smith 
Memorial Library

9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON.  
Brian D. McLaren, Dean of 
Faculty, Center for Action and 
Contemplation. Amphitheater and 
CHQ Assembly

9:15 Jewish Discussions. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) “Positive Living.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House

10:00   (10-3) Archives Exhibitions 
Open. "True and False Artifacts." 
Oliver Archives Center

10:00 (10-12) Play CHQ. Paper 
Puppets & Newspaper Tube 
Building. Bestor Plaza

10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Jonathan Zittrain, co-founder 
and director, Berkman Klein Center 
for Internet & Society, Harvard 
University. Amphitheater and  
CHQ Assembly

11:00 (11–5) Gallery Exhibitions Open. 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center and 
Strohl Art Center

11:30 (11:30–2) Kosher Food Tent. 
(Programmed by Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.) Bestor Plaza

11:30 Beyond Plastics at CHQ. 
(Sponsored by the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative). Learn 
about Chautauqua’s efforts to 
move beyond single-use plastic. 
Bestor Plaza

12:00 (12–2) Flea Boutique. (Programmed 
by the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) 
Bag Sale. Behind Colonnade

12:00 (12-1) Acceptance Garden Listening 
Session. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15 CLSC Young Readers Book 
Discussion. Light and Air: A 
Novel by Mindy Nichols Wendell. 
Presented by Margaret Edwards 
and Amber Sipior. Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall Porch

12:15 Women in Ministry. Hall of Missions

12:15 Twelve-Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

12:15 Massey Organ Recital. Joshua 
Stafford, director of sacred music, 
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist. Amphitheater

12:30 Archives Tent Event. (Programmed 
by the Oliver Archives Center.) 
“Chautauqua Lake and History.” 
Oliver Archives Center Tent

12:30 Masters Series Masterclass. 
Delta Blues Live: An Authentic 
Juke Joint Experience. Fee. 
Norton Hall

12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Presbyterian House

12:45 Guided Group Kayak Tour. 
Learn about the Institution 
grounds at a guided historic tour 
along the Chautauqua shore. Fee. 
Sports Club

1:00 Language Hour. (Programmed by 
the Chautauqua Women's Club.) 
German, French, Spanish, Italian 
and more. CWC House

1:00 Docent Tours. Strohl Art Center

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:15 Docent Tours. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall and Pioneer Hall

12:15 BYO Lunch Bible Trivia. Christian 
Science House.

12:15 Climate Change Initiative Book 
Talk and Signing. Decision 
Making in the Age of Plastics, 
by Rachael Zoe Miller, National 
Geographic Explorer; inventor, 
Cora Ball. Literary Arts Center at 
Alumni Hall Ballroom

12:30 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Seminar (Practice and 
Discussion.) Leader: Sharon 
Wesoky (Mahanaya Buddhist 
Meditation.) Hall of Missions

12:30 BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s 
Perspective on the Theme of 
the Week. Sarah Gillooly, Friend 
of the Week (Chaplain). Quaker 
House, 28 Ames.   

 12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Everett Jewish Life Center

12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. 
Methodist House Chapel

12:45 Duplicate Bridge. Fee.  
Sports Club

1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 
20-minute free instruction, then 
opt to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 (2-4) Play CHQ. Mini Golf & 
Bell Tower Painting. Timothy’s 
Playground

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Haroon Moghul, founder and 
president, Queen City Diwan. Hall 
of Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 THEATER.  Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents the world 
premiere and CTC commission 
of The Witnesses (formerly Tell 
Me You’re Dying). (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

2:00 (2:30-5) CVA Open Studios  
and Resident Group Exhibition. 
Arts Quad

3:15 Cinema Film Screening. "Sorry, 
Baby." Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE AUTHOR 
PRESENTATION. Debra Magpie 
Earling, author, The Lost 
Journals of Sacajewea. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

3:30 Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua Workshop. 
(Programmed by the IDEA Office.)
Literary Arts Center at Alumni 
Hall Prose Room

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Baptist House

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
United Methodist House

4:00 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Dedicated to discussion of 
previous day's AAHH lecture. 
African American Heritage House, 
40 Scott

4:15 Chautauqua Softball Kids Pick-Up 
Game. Extra gloves available. 
Sharpe Field

4:45 The Annual Kazoo Chorale. Smith 
Memorial Library Front Porch

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
"Familiar Touch." Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

6:15 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. 
Anyone interested in singing for 
Sunday worship must attend 
one rehearsal; two or more 
recommended. Fletcher  
Music Hall

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Disciples of Christ House

7:30 THEATER  Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents the world 
premiere and CTC commission 
of The Witnesses (formerly Tell 
Me You’re Dying). (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. The 
Band Perry. Amphitheater

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. "Sorry 
Baby." Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour 
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave 
from Main Gate Welcome Center

2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Becca Stevens, founder, 
president, Thistle Farms. Hall of 
Philosophy and CHQ Assembly

2:00 (2-4) Play CHQ. CCE Lego Robots 
& Sidewalk Chalk. Timothy’s 
Playground

3:00 (3–5) Ask the Staff Tent Time. 
Kyle Keogh, interim chief 
executive; Vanessa Weinert, 
vice president of marketing 
and communications; Shannon 
Rozner, senior vice president, 
general counsel, corporate 
secretary. Bestor Plaza

3:30 Climate Change Initiative 
Lecture. "Microplastics: 
Solutions to Save Our Seas." 
Rachael Zoe Miller, National 
Geographic Explorer; inventor, 
Cora Ball. Smith Wilkes Hall

3:30 Cinema Film Screening. 
"Familiar Touch." Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

3:30 African American Heritage House 
Lecture Series.  (Programmed 
by the African American Heritage 
House.) Sheffield Hale, president 
and CEO, Atlanta History Center. 
Hall of Philosophy

3:30 Jewish Film Series. (Sponsored by 
the Everett Jewish Life Center) “Janis 
Ian.” Everett Jewish Life Center

3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Catholic House

4:00 THEATER.  Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents the world 
premiere and CTC commission 
of The Witnesses (formerly Tell 
Me You’re Dying). (Reserved 
seating; purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center or Visitors 
Center ticket offices and one 
hour before curtain at Bratton 
kiosk.) Bratton Theater

4:15 Jack's Tree Walk. (Programmed 
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 
Jack Gulvin, forester. Smith 
Wilkes Hall Lakeside Patio

4:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Kim Hehr (Gong Meditation.) 
Hurlbut Sanctuary

5:00    (5-6:30) The Porch Connection: 
Supper Circle @ Catholic House. 
Catholic House, 20 Palestine

5:00 Climate Change Initiative 
Workshop. "Microfibers in a 
Whole New Light." Rachael Zoe 
Miller. Hall of Christ.

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
"Familiar Touch." Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office.) 
Lutheran House

7:00 Christian Science Testimony 
Meeting. Christian Science Chapel

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Nicole Zuraitis. Amphitheater

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. "Sorry 
Baby." Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

CANCELED


