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ach and every
O.AR. concert “is
a snowflake,” said the
band’s guitarist, saxo-

phonist and backing vocalist Jerry

DePizzo. “No one is the same.”

Never playing the same set list twice
— and rarely following the set list when they

make it, O.A.R. prefers reacting to the experience of

the audience and environment rather than sticking to
a plan, and that’s what is in store for Chautauqua at
8:15 p.m. tonight in the Amphitheater as the rock band
makes the latest stop on its Lost Weekend Tour, with

special guests Fitz and the Tantrums and Ripe.

Lead vocalist and guitarist Marc Roberge; lead

Chris

Culos;

bass-

ist Benj Gershman;

and DePizzo will
joined by Mikel Paris

be
on

keys, backing vocals and per-

cussion, and Jon Lampley, playing

trumpet and singing backing vocals.
O.A.R. — short for “Of a Revolution”
— found commercial success in the mid-

guitarist and backing vocalist Richard On; drummer

2000s with the release of their album Stories of a
Stranger in 2005 and a sold-out Madison Square
Garden show the next year. Their sixth studio al-
bum, All Sides, came in 2008 and featured the ra-
dio single “Shattered (Turn the Car Around)” which
later was certified platinum by the RIAA.

See O.A.R., Page 4
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Al-Shamabhi to
close season with
cooperative story
of humanity

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Evolutionary biologist,
anthropology doctoral
candidate and comedi-
an Ella Al-Shamahi isn't
always sure what she
thinks of homo sapiens
as a whole. At 10:45 a.m.
today in the Amphi-
theater, she’ll close out the Week Nine
theme “Past Informs Present: How to
Harness History” — and the 2025 Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series — by discussing
why homo sapiens’ domination became
so all-encompassing, along with the nu-
ances of what comes with that.

“I want to communicate our story and
how remarkable it is that we started off as
one of many, many, many human species
— arguably the underdog — and now we’re
the only species of human left,” Al-Shama-
hi said. “.. We became an incredibly co-
operative species, and that gave us this
massive advantage; that cooperation is
wonderful, but it is also tribalism which
obviously can have its negative effects,
as well. There’s this thing that’s hiding in
plain sight called cooperation; it influenc-
es so much of our behavior and we don't
even know it.”

As evolutionary underdogs, humans
have leveraged all of the advantages at
our disposal. While our forward-thinking
march hasn't necessarily faltered for quite
some time, the effects on the species we
share space with is less than balanced.

“We are an incredibly complicated spe-
cies. On the one side, our ancestors were
incredibly brilliant; they were inventive,
resilient, creative and cooperative. If they
weren't so magnificent, you and [ wouldn’t
be here. On the flip side, their success was
so extreme that it seemed to be at the det-
riment of all of those around (them). It is
just this very, very complicated dichoto-
my,” Al-Shamabhi said. “It is brilliance, and
it is also brilliance at a cost.”

See AL-SHAMAHI, Page 4
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Moore to analyze secular Episcopalians,
secular Protestants in final ILS lecture

KAITLYN FINCHLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When looking at the
religious versus the
secular, most think it
may be all or nothing.
But that isn't always
the case — religion,
demographics, poli-
tics and culture have
always been intertwined.
Russell Moore, editor in
chief of Christianity Today
and the former president of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Ethics & Religious Lib-
erty Commission, will deliver
his lecture, “Secular Episco-
palians vs. Secular Pentecos-
tals: Why the Crisis of Amer-
ican Religion Matters for
Everybody,” at 2 p.m. today in
the Hall of Philosophy, clos-
ing the Week Nine Interfaith
Lecture Series theme, “Past
Informs Present: Traditioned
Innovation in Spiritual Life.”
“I'm wanting to talk about
the changing religious land-
scape in American life — that
it's not what really any side
in the culture war expected,”’
Moore said. “There has been
secularization, but it’s worked
in both directions and it's
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worked differently.”

This shows a sec-
ularized left, or secu-
larized Episcopalians,
with the collapse of
mainline Protestant-
ism and the rise of
the “nones.” As well as
on the right, there’s a
move toward a pop-
ulist, politicized religious
movement where politics and
tribalism have replaced the
“theological anchor,” he said.

“If people don't under-
stand what’s happening in
American culture, in Ameri-
can politics or even in Ameri-
can technology, not to under-
stand those things means a
blinkered vision,” Moore said.

While it’'s not as much
about moving left or right
politically, Moore said a
shift in fundamental prior-
ities, such as when religion
becomes a “means to some
other end,” changes the na-
ture of the religion.

“One of the most import-
ant aspects of American re-
ligion and of the American
church particularly, is as one
of those places in the found-

ing era of American life that
demonstrated that the state
is not everything,” Moore
said. “Politics is not every-
thing. When that becomes
another vehicle of politics,
you really lose that check on
state power.”

To further his lecture,
Moore said the same patterns
in the Episcopal Church on
the American left — urban,
professional, highly educated
and “in many ways, belea-
guered” — can be seen on the
American right and in Pen-
tecostalism with decreased
concern about character in
leadership, prosperity, gospel
themes and populist rhetoric.

“Those sort of things that
were kind of test run in those
religious communities have
now happened in a broader
framework,” he said. “I think
there are a lot of factors, but
one of those being class dif-
ferences. So, you see the same
sorts of distinctions that you
see with, say, the political
differences between highly
educated and less-educated
American voters.”

See MOORE, Page 4

Archivist Schmitz to deliver final talk in
2025 Assembly’s Heritage Lecture Series

EMMA FRANCOIS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Just as there’s lore sur-
rounding Chautauqua,
there’'s lore surround-
ing its archivist and his-
torian Jonathan David
Schmitz, who has spent
most of the 2Ist century
serving the Institution as
its keeper of records, ob-
jects and stories.

As the season winds
down and Schmitz looks to
stepping back from some of
his responsibilities at the In-
stitution, he will present the
summer’s final installment
of the Heritage Lecture
Series at 3:30 p.m. today in
the Hall of Philosophy. His
talk will, fittingly, highlight
the importance of record-
keeping — not without a
reference to the mytholog-
ical muse of history herself
— titled “Clio in the Stacks:
Archives Between Progress,
Praxis Et alia.”

“Without history, it's not
just that youre destined to
repeat it — sometimes we'd
be lucky if we could — but
no, it's more that we give up
the chance for establish-

ing common experience,’
Schmitz said.

Schmitz grew up mov-
ing around frequently, with
stints in Los Angeles, his
birthplace, as well as Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin; Bloom-
ington, Indiana; Washing-
ton D.C.; and even Germany
for a year. Throughout his
family’s moves, one con-
stant remained: his love
for history. From a young
age, he delighted in going
to the library to check out
books or reenacting his-
torical events with friends,
placing himself in the mo-
ments to try to understand
them better.

By the time he was a
teenager, his family had
settled in Canada. He at-
tended high school in To-
ronto where he lived for
many years, working as di-
rector of the Record Man-
agement and Archives De-
partment of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons
of Ontario and teaching
records management, ar-
chives and preservation at
George Brown College in
Toronto before interview-

ing at Chautauqua in 2001.

At that time, “the Ar-
chives” referred to a couple
of boxes in the basement of
the Smith Memorial Library.
One of Schmitz’s first tasks
when he assumed his role in
2002 was to find a new loca-
tion for a more permanent
setup. After much deliber-
ating across the grounds, he
settled on what is now the
Oliver Archives Center.

“The task was immense,
and Jon worked with skill,
patience and his charac-
teristic sense of humor to
modernize and make acces-
sible the treasures of Chau-
tauqua’s past,” said Richard
R. Redington, Chautauqua’s
former vice president of ed-
ucation and planning, and
the man who hired Schmitz.
“To many current Chautau-
quans, the Archives may be
invisible; they are, however,
the important record and,
indeed, the soul of the In-
stitution, and Jon tended
them with affection for the
past and determination to
inform the future.”

See SCHMITZ, Page 3
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WHO TELLS THE
STORY OF HISTORY?

s " Smithsonian’s Motley, National

w Constitution Center’s Rosen

DARKNESS OF THE
WOMB, NOT TOMB

In Thursday sermon, McLaren
preaches we must give birth to new
traditions out of the old.

A STAR IS BORN

In Chautauqua Theater Company’s

world-premiere production of ‘The
Witnesses,’ feline guest actor makes

theatrical debut. discuss civic role of institutions.
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NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Bird, Tree & Garden Club news

Jack Gulvin leads the Nature Walk at 9 a.m. today
starting at the lakeside patio of Smith Wilkes Hall.
Gulvin guides participants in examining seasonal
changes and the interconnected relationships of Chau-
tauqua’s ecosystems.

Betsy Burgeson leads the Garden Talk at 12:30 p.m.
today starting at Children’s School. Burgeson presents
“Seed Collecting and Saving,” teaching participants es-
sential techniques for harvesting and preserving seeds
for future growing seasons.

Friends of Chautauqua Theater news

There is a play discussion about The Witnesses at 12:30
p.m. today at the Jessica Trapasso Memorial Pavilion at
Children’s School. Join Friends of Chautauqua Theater
and the Bob McClure CHQ Play Readers for “Highlights
from Our 2024-25 Season” at 10 a.m. Saturday in Smith
Wilkes Hall.

Chautauqua Women’s Club news

Member Coffee Hour is from 9 to 10 a.m. today in
the CWC House. Mah Jongg is at 1 p.m. today in the
CWC House.

Twelve Step Meeting

There is a Twelve Step Meeting at 12:15 p.m. today in
the Marion Lawrance Room in Hurlbut Church.

Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’ Center events

An informal critique is at 1:15 p.m. today in the Liter-
ary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Garden Room. Bring 10
copies of one page of work for feedback, guided by a
published author.

Memorial services held this weekend

A service honoring the life of the Rev. Joan Brown
Campbell, longtime director of the Department of Re-
ligion, will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday in the Hall of Phi-
losophy with music and remembrances from colleagues
and family. A reception will follow.

A Celebration of Life for Chautauquan Bob McClure
is at 4 p.m. Sunday in Hurlbut Church. A reception
will follow.
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LA L =¥ chautauquahandyman@gmail.com
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Services

Carpentry - Drywall - Painting - Siding
Plumbing - Lighting - Interior - Exterior
Restorations - Remodeling - Tile/Flooring
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.’
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, Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling
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Chautauqua Lake Area
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B House Painting

Interior and Exterior

Fresh Finish Contracting LLC

~Free Estimates~

814-730-4927

Fine Arts and Fine Crafts
by 40 Regionally and

Nationally Known Artists
Open Year Round

Home of Audrey Kay Dowling's Clay,
Painting and Mixed Media Studios

“A visit to Portage Hill Art Gallery ~
a Chautauqua Tradition”

L ] 8 miles from Chautauqua. Go out the
Main gate and turn right. We are on

l 1)( )I-l'l()-c the left halfway between Mayville

| | || sz and Westfield. 6439 Portage Road
H?“ (Rte 394), Westfield, NY

= Hours: Wed.-Sat. 11-5

www.portagehillgallery.com 716-326-4478

Philanthropy
in Action

CHAUTAUQUA FOUNDATION

Jennifer & Andrew
Braham

Every gift makes a difference!

THANK YOU

PAWS OF PHILOSOPHY
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At top, feline Chautauquan Clyde — an avid attendee of the Interfaith Lecture Series — tries his paws at speaking from the dais on July 22
in the Hall of Philosophy. Above left, Program Production Crew Audio Apprentice Yseuldt Balcom, left, usher Wayne Nelson and Clyde

compare notes on the day’s lecture. Above right, Clyde lounges in the grove.

In CTC’s ‘The Witnesses. feline
guest actor makes theatrical debut

JULIAWEBER
STAFF WRITER

At just 6 pounds, Marlene
Lola Dietrich is an unrivaled
force in the world of feline
theater, and now she’s mak-
ing her Chautauqua debut in
the world-premiere produc-
tion of The Witnesses.

Audiences have just three
chances left to see Marlene’s
talents first-hand as Chau-
tauqua Theater Company
wraps its run of C.A. John-
son’s The Witnesses, with
performances at 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. today, and at 2 p.m.
Saturday, in Bratton Theater
(a talkback and book sign-
ing will follow today’s 2 p.m.
performance). First staged
in Bratton as a New Play
Workshop in 2024 titled Tell
Me Youre Dying, The Wit-
nesses was commissioned
two years ago by CTC Pro-
ducing Artistic Director Jade
King Carroll. When it came
time for building the cast
for this summer’s fully pro-
duced premiere, Carroll had
just the actor in mind for a
very special role.

“l just didn’t realize she
was going to take to the
stage so much,” said Car-
roll, Marlene’s human. “She

Friday at the
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Friday, August 22
PERFECT DAYS - 5:45 Hi-

rayama (Ko6ji Yakusho) seems
utterly content with his simple
life as a cleaner of Tokyo public
toilets in director Wim Wenders'
deeply moving and poetic re-
flection on finding beauty in
the everyday world around us.
"It's all about finding the simple
joys in your daily existence."
-Christy Lemire, Breakfast All Day
"Jonathan Livingston Lavatory
Cleaner. Zen and the Art of Lava-
tory Maintenance. But better than
that. Sharper, less sentimental,
less aphoristic. A film to live your
life by." -Donald Clarke, Irish Times
(PG, Japanese w/subtitles. 124m)

EVERYTHING'S GOING
TO BE GREAT - 8:45 Buddy
Smart (Bryan Cranston) wrestles
with his over-sized showbiz
dreams. His wife Macy (Allison
Janney) struggles to keep their
family afloat as they share a hu-
morous and heartfelt journey of
self-discovery. Director "Jon S.
Baird’s kind and cutting drama
about a family trying, faiﬁng, and
trying all over again to make it in
the theater is a heartening drama
and a great big smile of a com-
edy." -William Bibbiani, TheWrap

(R, 95m)

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR

Chautauqua Theater Company Feline Guest Actor Marlene Lola Dietrich performs with fellow Guest
Actor Fig Chilcott in The Witnesses. Marlene, the adopted companion of CTC Producing Artistic

Director Jade King Carroll, is making her theater debut in the world-premiere run of The Witnesses.

seems to like it.”

The Witnesses centers
on a peer support group
of survivors in the midst
of an apocalyptic pandem-
ic; Marlene portrays one of
these survivors.

Carroll adopted Marlene
in 2019, during her time at
the Philadelphia-based the-
ater organization PlayPenn.
Knowing Carroll was look-
ing to adopt a cat, her sister
rescued Marlene — who she
found under a porch — at
just a few weeks old. Marlene
was introduced to the world
of theater shortly thereafter.

“My sister didn’'t have a
container or a carrier or
anything for her, and I had a
reading, so I took the cat, I
put her in my purse and she
was in the theater with me
and was just completely qui-

et,” Carroll said.

During the COVID-19
pandemic when theaters
and live venues were shut-
tered to audiences, Carroll
said she worked on plays
that were produced on
film or live on Zoom, often
spending multiple hours per
day in rehearsals with Mar-
lene by her side.

“I don’t know if that’s how
she has the patience for
(acting), but she’s just been
great,” Carroll said.

Marlene has adapted to
traveling with Carroll, who
is based in New York City
and directs approximately
three to five regional shows
a year; as such, Marlene has
become quite accustomed
to the life of a creative. Car-
roll said her social personal-
ity and willingness to be in
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the spotlight made Marlene
a good fit for the role.

To prepare Marlene for
the role, Carroll hosted a
dinner at her house for the
cast and stage management
so Marlene “could meet ev-
erybody on her turf”

“We immediately knew it
was going to work because
she was excited to have com-
pany and very much felt the
party was for her;” she said.

Following the wrap on
The Witnesses and CTC’s
theater season at large
after this weekend, both
Carroll and Marlene plan to
take a break and catch up
on some much needed rest
and relaxation.

“She’s probably going
to miss the hubbub, be-
ing around people,” Carroll
said. “She seems to really
like people.”

For both Carroll and Mar-
lene, the partnership has
been a new experience of
collaboration.

“'ve had many inter-
views and talked about
many angles and perspec-
tives into a show; this is a
first for me and it'll proba-
bly be a unique experience
for Marlene,” Carroll said.
“This might be her debut
and swan song all in one.”
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The archives center, which
in its original geographic
configuration was located
off-grounds, had lived many
lives — much like Schmitz
himself who, among his
many accomplishments,
has worked as a caretak-
er, groundskeeper, park-
ing attendant, bartender,
housepainter, private tu-
tor, teaching assistant and
medical inspector.

The modest structure has
operated as a carriage house,
bindery, carpentry shop, vi-
olin and piano studios and
even a rehearsal space for
Chautauqua Opera before
being transformed into the
climate-controlled safe haven
that it is today.

Schmitz first liked the
building for its brick struc-
ture. It was on the edge of
grounds for easy access to the
gates, ideal for those coming
and going for research. The
building also has ground-lev-
el access on both its floors,
including a reading room on
the lower level.

“And it's a good size,
Schmitz said. “You don't want
ittoobigbecauseit’ll start be-
ing used for other things, but
you want it to be big enough
to house what you have. ...
Also, by not being too big, we
could establish a better envi-
ronmental control”

It's somewhat of an ar-
chivist'’s dream. Schmitz has
had visiting researchers from
across the globe, including
from the Library of Congress,
comment on the “excellent”
set-up, a result of the relative-
ly small size of storage areas.

“In corporate archives, ...
most of your effort is usually
dedicated toward survival,”
Schmitz said. “And here, 1
didn’t find that was the case.
I found the administration
was committed to having
its history preserved and
presented. So I've never had
to really fight that fight the
way that it would be typical
in most corporate settings. |
always appreciated that.”

Another aspect of his job
he’s enjoyed is its versatility.
In his role, he works on ac-
quisition, appraisal, arrange-
ment, description, copy-
righting, maintenance and so
much more, not to mention
education — through writ-
ing, lecturing and teaching
or mentoring — the joys of
which came up often in con-
versations with Schmitz and
those who worked with him.
His mentees have gone on to
work in archives across the
country, serving institutions
like the Smithsonian, uni-
versity libraries and even the
White House.

“At the end (of their time
at Chautauqua) 1 just tell
them, the only advice I can
give them is put God first,
keep Him first and treat ev-
ery single person you meet
with respect and charity,
Schmitz said. “And don’t
take them half so seriously
as they take themselves.”

Schmitz is a lover of fac-
toids — which is rather a
sneaky term, as he will tell
you, colloquially thought to

mean something like a fun
fact but really meaning an
untruth or uncertain truth;
a lie or saying so often re-
peated it becomes a story
in of itself. And anyway, as
he'll discuss in his talk, what
really is, and who decides,
a fact? And what’s its rela-
tionship to truth?

“Facts in the end are not
unquestionable kernels of
truth,” Schmitz said. “What
they are, are sort of prescrip-
tions for how an experience
can be represented or how
an event can be presented.”

Still, there are many fac-
toids — or perhaps facts is
more truthful here — that
Schmitz can rattle about
the Archives: how the build-
ing has twice as many fake
windows as real ones; how
the records span nearly 600
years, with the oldest spec-
imen being the Koberger Bi-
ble from 1501; or how many
of the books in the Reading
Room were actually bound
in the very same building,
years before during its spell
as a bindery.

In his commitment to
facts — not factoids — he
dispelled and corrected
many of our favorite go-to
Chautauqua sayings, noted
Sherra Babcock, former vice
president and Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for
Education, who worked with
Schmitz from 2007 until her
retirement in 2017.

“I know that Chautauqua’s
history would not be the same
without him,” Babcock said.
“He delighted in research-
ing, expanding,and disputing
some of the ‘legends about
Chautauqua.”

For example, Babcock
said, Schmitz discovered a
book club based in Peoria,
Illinois, that was founded the
same year as the Chautauqua
Literary and Scientific Cir-
cle — but three weeks earlier,
making it the nation’s oldest
book club, prompting the
CLSC to change its slogan to
the nation’s oldest “continu-
ous” book circle.

“The important thing is to
try to take Chautauqua and
make it connect into Amer-
ican history,” Schmitz said.
“You can only do that if you

are very honest about it.”
Among other favorite
mythbusters (though he

doesn’'t like that phrase,
and anyway, by his ac-
count, he’s busted as many
myths as he’s uncovered),
Schmitz gathered scien-
tific evidence against the
common adage that we
can thank Chautauqua’s
bat population for our few
mosquitos. He also con-
tradicted the common
boast that nine American
presidents have spoken at
Chautauqua, for there is no
proof that Ulysses S. Grant
uttered a single word.
And lastly, getting at the
heart of what Chautauqua
means, Schmitz complicat-
ed the belief that the word
“Chautauqua” came from a
Seneca term for “two bags
tied in the middle,” or even
“two moccasins tied to-
gether,” but instead, per-
haps, the Cherokee ter-
minology for “place from

which fish are taken.”

Beyond that, Schmitz em-
bodies and champions what
archives mean and do.

“Jon taught me that the
Archives is not a building
that stores things,” Babcock
said. “The Archives are peo-
ple who research history,
who accept and describe
historical artifacts, who
present programs and doc-
uments that preserve his-
tory and who maintain the
equipment and conditions
to make those items avail-
able to other historians and
interested people.”

Matt Ewalt, the former
Daily editor who served as
vice president and Emily
and Richard Smucker Chair
for Education from 2018 to
2023, echoed the sentiments
of his predecessor.

“As staff, board and com-
munity wrestle with what
Chautauqua is and what it
should be in a rapidly chang-
ing world, Jon has been a
steady, indispensable guide,
drawing on deep institu-
tional memory,” Ewalt said.
“Every conversation with
him not only challenged
my assumptions but also
strengthened my love for
Chautauqua and deepened
my appreciation of its place
in the world. Chautauqua is
stronger, more resilient, and
more impactful because of
Jon’s wisdom and work.”

Ewalt and Schmitz share
a birthday; for many years,
so the lore goes, they kept a
tradition of raising a glass to-
gether in celebration.

“(Working with Schmitz
was) always fun, and (you
were) always enjoying his
sense of humor,” Babcock
said. “Also he knows good
bourbon — after work, of
course.”

“He appreciates nourish-
ment,” said George Coopet,
former archives reporter and
“The Daily Record” columnist
for the Daily, “and he appre-
ciates taste in something that
is well done, something that is
prepared with love.”

According to  Cooper,
Schmitz is known for mak-
ing great spaghetti, com-
plete with homemade sauce,
a heartfelt meal he'd even stir
up for visiting researchers,

served right in the comforts
of his own home.

“It makes me cry — when I
got cancer, it was his prayers I
was thankful for,” Cooper said
of his longtime friend. “When,
you know, people say, T1l pray
for you, I'd go, ‘1 don't care’
When Jon said it, I knew it was
OK. He’s so devoted. If there
was anyone who [ wanted to
pray for me, it’s him.”

He brings the same de-
votion, Cooper said, to the
Archives.

“He’s so devoted to the
artifacts themselves,” Coo-
per said, “not necessarily
what they say. He has his
own view, but he'’s there so
that someone can come in
the door and look at them
and appreciate them.”

Schmitz embraces the
human reality of differing
opinions in a time when
fruitful debate can seem
like a lost art.

“He brings to life the Ar-
chives for people who may
not have ever thought that
archives were anything im-
portant,” Cooper said. “He
matches that humility of the
artifact with his own.”

One of the important mis-
sions over his decades with
Chautauqua has been to in-
crease its awareness in the
national memory. He also
oversaw a massive organiza-
tion, preservation and digiti-
zation campaign. In his ten-
ure, the bulk of the Archive’s
photographs have been made
accessible online, as well as
the newspapers from 1876 to
2006 and the CLSC’s maga-
zine, all within a limited bud-
get. His Heritage Lecture Se-
ries, too, went digital during
the pandemic, becoming
some of the most streamed
videos on CHQ Assembly.

In addition to curating
and accumulating, a large
part of Schmitz’s job is ed-
iting; the art, or trade, of
knowing what not to keep —
for if you keep too much, and
certainly if you keep every-
thing, you risk making the
records inaccessible.

“Sometimes people just
think history is about old,”
Schmitz said, “and if it’s
old, you've got to keep it.
Archives do find it neces-
sary to get rid of things. You

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Institution Archivist Jon Schmitz, pictured here in the Oliver Archives Center, will lecture at 3:30 p.m. today in the Hall of Philosophy.

can't keep everything.”

Such was the case with
the rebuilding of the Amphi-
theater, which Schmitz said
was one of the most “inter-
esting” projects he worked
on while serving Chautau-
qua. He describes the en-
deavor as a “historical re-
build,” preserving historical
accuracy as much as pos-
sible while enshrining the
metaphysical aspects that
make the Amp, the Amp. In
other words, keeping true to
its look, feel and function.

“Many people have the
idea that preservation is al-
ways what we call ‘fabric
preservation, where it’s the
stuff itself” Schmitz said.
For example, he said, in pre-
serving the Colosseum, it’s
the very stones that matter,
the very fabric. In the case
of the Amp, as Schmitz ex-
plained, very little of the
original fabric was still in
place. Much of the struc-
ture had been redone in the
last 50 years, and the exist-
ing structure wasn't even
the “original” Amp. What's
important is the gathering
place, the point of assembly.

“I think the Amphithe-
ater is the most important
building on the grounds,’
Schmitz said. “You lose the
Amphitheater, I think you
lose Chautauqua.”

With such high stakes, re-
building the Amp with histor-
ical accuracy and communi-
cating the project’s necessity
to opposing Chautauquans
proved a challenge, but a re-
warding one.

“We were particularly
thankful to Jon for recog-
nizing what the Amp actual-
ly is, which is a canvas upon
which art and words appear
rather than the main charac-
ter itself,” said Jordan Steves,
another former Daily editor
and the current Emily and
Richard Smucker Chair for
Education. “He helped frame
for us a way to think about
the Amp as a platform upon
which things happen, versus
the thing itself”

It's Schmitz’s ability to
take the objects for what
they are, handled with care
but not a blinding precious-
ness or oversentimentali-
ty. Indeed, one of the larg-

est tasks Chautauqua has
trusted Schmitz with all
these years is knowing what
to throw away, to prune so
that the buds may shine.

“Jon helped us realize
that what happens in the
venues is more import-
ant than the venues them-
selves,” Steves said. “I still
take that lesson and apply it
to my work today.”

While this will be the last
installment of the Heritage
Lecture Series — at least for
the short-term, as the season
concludes and Chautauqua
strives for financial sustain-
ability — Schmitz will con-
tinue to safeguard and serve
the Archives as a wealth of
knowledge and passion. He
also plans to continue work
on a book based on the Chau-
tauqua pamphlet series he’s
published over the years.

“The truth of it is, I have no
desire to retire, I have no de-
sire to grow old,” he said. “It’s
probably a good thing I do, ...
but that’s how one feels.”

When asked why archives
are important to a communi-
ty like Chautauqua, Schmitz
said that history is its iden-
tity: “You can’t understand
Chautauqua without looking
at its history, even if you try
to match it with other exist-
ing institutions.”

“The thing that I love most
about the way Jon talks about
Chautauqua is when I'm with
groups where he is present-
ing, and they dont know
Chautauqua,” Steves said, “he
tells them the most miracu-
lous thing about Chautauqua
is that it’s still here.”

The theme of resilient
communion is crucial to un-
derstanding Schmitz’s impact
as a historian and Chautau-
qua’s role in history — present
day included.

“One of the features of
Chautauqua that I hope is
never lost,” Schmitz said, “is
the common experience. Peo-
ple come to one place, sit next
to each other, have the same
experience. That is more im-
portant than presenting all
sides. You'll never present all
sides. Even the way one de-
fines the different sides, we'll
never agree on. What matters
is not a balanced platform,
but a big tent.”

CHQ Literary Arts holds open mic tribute to celebrate late poet Giovanni

SUSIE ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

While the late writer, poet,
activist, commentator and
educator Nikki Giovanni nev-
er visited Chautauqua, her
words and legacy will be cel-
ebrated in an open mic trib-
ute to conclude the summer
at the Literary Arts Center at
Alumni Hall.

“I wanted to bring her en-
ergy and spirit, even when I
couldn't bring her to Chau-
tauqua,” said Kwame Alexan-
der, Michael 1. Rudell Artistic
Director of Literary Arts and
Inaugural ~ Writer-in-Resi-
dence at Chautauqua.

For the final Summer on
the Steps program of the
summer, Chautauqua Liter-
ary Arts will host its tribute
to Giovanni at 12:15 p.m. today
on the porch of Alumni Hall.

All are welcome to bring the
words of the late poet that
resonate with them and share
with the community.
Giovanni was an inte-
gral piece of the Civil Rights
Movement, an iconoclast and
poet who used her words to
champion change. She was
the recipient of myriad ac-
colades, including the Ruth
Lilly Poetry Prize, the Rosa
L. Parks Woman of Courage
Award, and honorary doctor-
ates from over 30 universities.
She is an author of numer-
ous poetry books, children’s
books and essays. In the 35
years that she taught at Vir-
ginia Tech, she established
the Giovanni-Steger Poetry
Prize and became a mentor
to a young Kwame Alexan-
der. Since taking her class as
a sophomore undergraduate,

Alexander and Giovanni de-
veloped a 37-year friendship.
“The plan had been for
Nikki to be one of the guests
for (Week Seven’s Chautau-
qua Lecture Series theme)
‘Kwame  Alexander and
Friends,” Alexander said. “It
would've been her first time
in Chautauqua. I was excit-
ed for her to be able to walk
the grounds, and this is her
demographic. She was like a
mother to me and so I wanted
her to experience this place.”
When Giovanni passed on
Dec. 9, 2024, Alexander felt it
as aloss of a second mother.
“It sort of sent my life into
a tailspin of just emotional
chaos — just not being able to
figure out how to move for-
ward in the immediate future
with my birth mother, having
passed away in 2017, and now

Nikki having passed away,” Al-
exander said. “So it’s this idea
that you are so fortunate and
you feel like you're so lucky to
have two mothers and then,
of course, you never real-
ize that could also mean you
have to bury two mothers.”

While Giovanni had not
visited = Chautauqua, her
words reached audiences far
and wide, including Chautau-
quans of all ages.

“She was also a big propo-
nent of never talking down
to kids and inspiring and
entertaining young people,”
Alexander said.

Extending the celebration
of Giovanni’s legacy beyond
her poetry, the Summer on
the Steps event will include
a reading from young writ-
ers who participated in the
Book-in-a-Day workshop

during Week Six Young Writ-
ers’ Institute. Their work was
compiled and published into a
book this past week. Where’s
the Lollipop? Creating a Com-
munity Through Poems is
available for purchase at the
Chautauqua Bookstore.

In a culmination of a sum-
mer of literary arts pro-
gramming, the event invites

community members to cel-
ebrate the legacy of the late
poet and the power of the
written word.

“Our tribute to her will be
through some of the most
powerful things that we can
remember her with — the
words that she shared with us
all,” said Stephine Hunt, man-
aging director of literary arts.
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‘We need political, moral, values-based revolution,” McLaren preaches Tuesday

c N
MORNING WORSHIP

COLUMN BY NIA-HYATT ELDOSOUGI & MARY LEE TALBOT

he air was full of anticipation at the 9:15 a.m. Tuesday

morning worship service in the Amphitheater. The pews

were fuller than normal as people arrived early for the

Morgan Freeman lecture, just as they had come early to
hear Doris Kearns Goodwin on Monday.

The Rev. Brian McLaren seized the moment to preach on “The
Biblical Prophets as Visionaries of a Renewed Tradition.” The
scripture reading was Hosea 6:1-6. The combination of preaching
and the hymns and anthems for the day brought the congregation
to their feet.

René Girard was a literary critic and anthropologist, and he
was obsessed with a question: How did the bizarre, ugly tradition
of human sacrifice pop up in diverse places around the world? It
wouldn't have spread from one place to the other. It seemed to just
keep popping up in cultures around the world.

“Girard found that human sacrifice then was kind of down-
graded to animal sacrifice,” McLaren said. “As he traveled around,
speaking about his theories, someone came up to him and said,
‘Dude, you ought to read the Bible. He had never been that inter-
ested in the Bible, but he began to read the Bible. When he got
to the passage in Hosea, his mind was blown. When Girard read
these words, ‘For I desire mercy or compassion or love and not
sacrifice, he said it was a breakthrough moment in human ethical,
moral and spiritual development.” In the past, religion was every
bit intertwined with culture and not a distinct category. This
embedded quality allowed priests to maintain norms and keep
them highly — or holy — regarded. “Priests are the ones who carry
on the traditions and the rituals and the ceremonies that provide
continuity. They do a kind of quality control for the moral lives of
the people. They try to keep the values going that are necessary
for people to not tear each other apart.”

To be seen as a priest during this period of history was no
casual thing. The entrance into priesthood was tightly controlled
in most cultures. McLaren noted that it was a very exclusive
group. “You had to pass a lot of qualifications to be seen as a
priest. You often had to grow up in a family where your father was
a priest, because that way you would be instructed in this from
your childhood.” McLaren then contrasted the priesthood with
prophets — those who sprung up on occasion, not out of training,
but eloquence and fury. These prophets often came to redirect
people, including priests, back to God’s will. They would show the
gap between how religious communities thought they were and
how they actually were. McLaren said, “It took tough language.

It sometimes took incisive poetry or powerful storytelling. It
took what we might call art to get people to face the truths about
themselves. Prophets had an artistic dimension to them. In fact,
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many of them, when we have their writings today, they're in the
form of poetry. ... Priests help maintain, keep you from backsliding,
Prophets try to keep you evolving, to try to keep you growing, and
both were very, very important.”

Hosea — who showed up 750 years before Christ — had the
signature line “God has some news for you all.” Hosea asked the
people to return to God’s love that was based in justice, empathy
and mercy. “At the heart of God is no desire for vengeance and
bloodshed and violence. The whole idea of sacrifice isn't really
what’s at the heart of God,” McLaren said. “What’s at the heart of
God is infinite, unending, radical, revolutionary love, compassion,
empathy. We should be pretty nervous when empathy is being
called a toxic trait.”

He also said: “And when Hosea speaks up for the word love or
kindness or empathy or mercy, it kind of reminds me of (Episcopal
Bishop Mariann Budde) earlier this year who had the courage to
confront our nation’s leaders, not with an insult, but simply with a
plea to not forget to be merciful”

Richard Rohr, in his book The Tears of Things: Prophetic Wis-
dom for an Age of Outrage, wrote that a lot of times the prophet’s
message begins with anger — anger about the arrogance and
ignorance of people who think they're exceptional, when really
they're poor and pathetic and pitiful and blind. Rohr found “anger
is an essential first stage, and people who don't feel it haven't be-
gun to awaken morally. But if anger is not just your first step, but
also your last step, you haven't gone on the journey of the prophet.
Anger often leads to deep sadness and the sadness brings tears.”

“This pattern of anger leads to sadness, and when the sadness
does its work in us, something happens, Richard realized. He
realized that the anger is transformed into sadness, and sadness is
transformed into love. And that seems to be what happens in this
passage in Hosea.” McLaren gave a nod to modern prophets like
Martin Luther King Jr and Desmond Tutu, but also musicians like
Bob Dylan and Joni Mitchell, and historian Doris Kearns Good-
win. “Did you hear her revolutionary words? She held up the high
standard of some of our past leaders, and she didn’t have to say
much to show us the tragic gap between our past and our present,
and what’s needed going forward. She said we need a political and
moral and values-based revolution.” The congregation applauded.
He concluded, “So brothers and sisters, Hosea said listen, what's
at the heart of things, what matters most is compassion.” The con-
gregation applauded again. And they applauded after the singing
of the final hymn, “My Soul Cries out with a Joyful Shout,” text by
Rory Cooney. The text of the refrain ends with the words, “And the
world is about to turn.”

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, Doctor of Philosophy, presided.
William “Bill” Bates, umpire for the Chautauqua Softball League,
read the scripture. The prelude, performed by organ scholar Owen
Reyda on the Massey Memorial Organ, was Prelude, Op. 105, No. 3
by CV. Stanford. The Motet Choir sang “See I Make all Things New”

by Alfred V. Fedak under the direction of Joshua Stafford, director
of sacred music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organist,

and accompanied by Reyda. Stafford played “The People Respond
— Amen!” by Dan Locklair for the postlude. Support for this week’s
chaplaincy and preaching is provided by the Robert D. Campbell
Memorial Chaplaincy and the Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund.
Thank you to the 2025 Abrahamic Program for Young Adults Co-
ordinators — Ori Edgar, Nia-Hyatt Eldosougi, Evans Nyamadzawo
and Lizzy Schoen — for serving as guest columnists this summer,
and to Mary Lee Talbot for coordinating the opportunity.

cover only a portion of the cost of your Chautauqua experience.
Your gifts make our mission possible. giving.chq.org

AL-SHAMAHI
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Al-Shamahi became a paleo-
anthropologist in a round-
about way; when she applied
to study evolutionary biology
at Imperial College London,
Al-Shamahi — at the time, a
creationist missionary — was
looking to disprove the theo-
ry. Due to her rigorous stud-
ies, AlI-Shamahi finds that we
are fundamentally a tribalist
species who take on the opin-
ions of our own tribe.

“That means that we will
happily forgo nuance, if it
doesn't necessarily serve our
purpose,” Al-Shamahi said.
“On the flip side of that, if
youve been through an ex-
perience like the experience
I went through, which was
effectively leaving my tribe
because there wasn't any nu-
ance, it makes you incredibly
desperate to encourage peo-
ple to see the nuance. I think
there are some things around
us which encourage a lack of
nuance — social media and
the kind of the more partisan
nature of news.”

With social media, the peo-
ple closest to us geographi-
cally don't necessarily have
to be a part of our tribe, as
would have been the case his-
torically. Though this could
denote freedom of choice, it’s
led to a loneliness epidemic,
Al-Shamabhi said.

“We are capable of a lot
when we cooperate; the prob-
lem comes when our cooper-
ation is exceeded by tribalism.
In this day and age, tribalism
is particularly complicated.
Previously, your tribe was the
people who lived closest to
you, and, even if you had to
experience the negative sides
of tribalism, the people close
to you were keeping you alive.
... If we could do one thing,
for me, it would be to reduce
tribalism, but encourage the
people closest to us geo-
graphically to be our tribe.”

The history of human evo-
lution, written by humans,
skews toward the idea of hu-
manity’s greatness. While our
ancestors contended with
life-threatening events every

day, our lives have been con-
sumed with comparatively
trivial decisions that cement
our apparent superiority over
other species.

“In written memory, we
have always been the most
dominant form of life on
Earth. I think when that hap-
pens, it’s really, really easy
to portray us as the pinnacle
of human evolution, to por-
tray us as having always been
destined for this as if it was
written in the stars from the
moment we were put onto the
scene. Actually, that’s just not
the case, but you don’t know
that unless you really study
human evolution,” Al-Shamahi
said. “Twenty years of discov-
ery within paleoanthropology
made it difficult to deny the
nature of our origin as being
actually humble in origin; we
didn't erupt onto the scene.”

As part of Chautauqua’s
2025 Masters Series, at 5 p.m.
today in the Hall of Christ
Al-Shamahi will give an ad-
vance screening of her new
PBS/BBC show “HUMAN.
The show traces the surpris-
ing story of human origins
using fossil evidence, DNA
sequencing and other cut-
ting-edge scientific tools.

“I think people have been
deeply moved by our sto-
ry and also fascinated and
shocked by it. For whatev-
er reason, we just haven't
been telling our story right,”
Al-Shamahi said. “T've never
received a response to one of
my shows like this before. It's
just incredibly different,”

Al-Shamahi believes audi-
ences won't have seen a show
like it. She finds that telling
the story of humanity beyond
reducing humans to data
points has influenced the re-
sponse to the show — it's see-
ing good ratings in the United
Kingdom where it has already
been released.

“When we tell science sto-
ries, we often take the emo-
tion out of them, which to
some extent is understand-
able,” she said. “But when it
comes to human evolution,
you can't take the human
out of human evolution — by
definition, you need the hu-
man part.”

MOORE

FROM PAGE1

The rhetoric of Christian
nationalists presents a chal-
lenge to the entire country,
Moore said. It’'s symptomat-
ic of something seen across
the world, such as with Is-
lamic nationalism and Hin-
du nationalism.

“It has a number of im-
plications,” he said. “One
of them being there are a
lot of people who associate
Christian nationalism with
Christianity itself. And so,
they move away from Chris-
tianity because of what they
have seen. The other is that
you have increased sort-
ing in American church life,
very few purple congrega-
tions anymore. People tend
to be, with a few exceptions,
mostly in congregations
that think politically and
vote the same way they do.”

Moore said he hopes
the audience gains “a little
deeper insight” into what’s
happening in American re-
ligion and how it affects
even those who are nonre-
ligious, or of different faiths
in American life.

“You can see trends hap-
pening in religious bod-
ies that later pick up in the
broader culture,” he said.
“Religion has with it an in-

herent power either for
good or for evil — we've seen
it used in both ways. When
you have a loss of genuine
authority, often the traction
to that is authoritarianism.”

For a long time, Moore
said there was a hope
among nonreligious Amer-
icans that religion would
“wither away” and complete
secularization would evolve.

“I think we're at a place
right now where we can
see that that's not how
things are going to play
out, even for those who
hoped it would be,” he said.
‘I would argue that’s not
what we should be hoping
for in any case.”

There’s a  difficulty
around defining what peo-
ple mean by being religious,
Moore said. There’s different
metrics — such as church
attendance and engage-
ment, self-identification and
theological commitment —
which are hard to measure.

“Let’s say my kind of
person would have wanted
a revival of genuinely vi-
brant, theologically orient-
ed evangelical Christiani-
ty,” Moore said. “That’s not
happening either. So, it’s a
completely different pres-
ent that we find ourselves
in than that most people
prepared for.”

O.A.R.

FROM PAGE 1

Founded nearly 30 years
ago, the original bandmates
— Roberge, On, Culos and
Gershman — all attended
Thomas S. Wootton High
School in Rockville, Mary-
land, and later met DePizzo
at Ohio State University.

The sheer size of Ohio
State, and the fact that Co-
lumbus is home to more
than a dozen colleges, aid-
ed in building the bedrock
for O.A.R. pursue their
music-making passion.
DePizzo met Roberge at
freshman year orientation
and became fast friends; it
turned out that DePizzo of-
fered a missing piece of the
puzzle. Starting off with
house parties, bars and
anything else they could
book, DePizzo said, their
jam sessions would take on
a free-form structure with
improvisation.

“That kind of jamming
helps solidify our relation-
ship onstage together, be-
cause you really know the
folks around you. It also
allowed us to create and
cultivate a live environ-
ment that you hopefully
feel better when you leave
than when you got there,”
DePizzo said. “We take a
lot of pride in the fact that,
if you want to go there
and hang out with your
friends, there’s an experi-
ence for you. If you want
to bring the family there,
there’s an experience for
you. If you want to make it
date night, we work really
hard to make it an elevat-
ed, premium experience
so that it’s worthy of a date
night with a babysitter and
everything else that goes
along with that.”

The longevity of the
group is a feat in itself. Ex-
ternal or internal factors,
stagnation and inconsistent
direction can lead to groups
debanding — but not for
O.A.R. DePizzo attributes
their endurance to a mutual
respect and appreciation of
one another.

“First and foremost, be-
ing in a band, there are a lot
of parallels between long-
term partnerships, like a
marriage or any other fa-
milial relationship. We don’t
take that for granted,” he
said. “This is a ‘get to, not
a ‘have to’ type of job. Not
everybody that goes out
there and tries to do this
job, gets to do this — we get
to do it at a pretty high lev-
el, and I've done it for three
decades now. If we tried to
replicate it, we couldn’t do
that, so there’s something
kind of unique and special
about that we appreciate.”

The musical themes

O.AR. tends to gravitate
toward have to do with
friends and family. They
have found that an authen-
tic perspective resonates
with the audience and has
made O.A.R’s distinctive
sound what it is.

“O.A.R. is inherent-
ly O.A.R. — if we tried to
play anything, it would
sound like O.A.R.,” DePizzo
said. “The guys especially
have a really strong sense
of home and where they
came from, with a great
deal of pride and admira-
tion from that. That was
really the primordial soup
of what O.A.R. turned into.
[ think what we really
write about is friends and
family, our experiences
through life — and provid-
ing an honest perspective
really resonates with folks.
We cherish that, and we
don't take it for granted.”

DePizzo first wanted to
play guitar after watching
his uncle, who was about
11 years older than him,
play in a band. When De-
Pizzo wanted to play the
drums in the sixth grade
band — where there were
19 drummers out of 35 kids
— he changed his mind, as
his uncle already had a
saxophone.

“I'had great teachers and
band directors throughout
my youth,” DePizzo said.
“I was fortunate that they
fed my passion for music,
so they would let me play
saxophone. They'd let me
play drums in the march-
ing band and play trumpet
in the concert band. They
let me play bass, guitar
and jazz band to do all the
Southern top sets, so I kit-
ted the passion, and they
fed it; it just so happened
to work out.”

O.AR. sees creating sim-
ilar opportunities as a mor-
al obligation. Through their
creation of the Heard The
World Fund, they support
youth and education in the
United States; O.A.R. has
also provided a yearly full
scholarship to students at-
tending Ohio State, done
volunteering work in Flint,
Michigan, and offered re-
sources to public schools.

“We're very much a ‘find
a need, fill a need’ type of
philosophy with our phil-
anthropic efforts,” De-
Pizzo said. “We focus on
helping kids and family
because some folks gave
us helping hands through-
out our lives, and you nev-
er know where it's going to
come from or what it’s go-
ing to lead to. ... We create
opportunity where oppor-
tunity needs to be created.
For me, that's one of the
more rewarding elements
of this job.”
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Motley, Rosen discuss who tells story of history, why it matters

GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

During the 2026 season, the
Chautauqua Lecture Series
will devote a full week to
“The Importance of Gath-
ering” in collaboration with
the Smithsonian Folklife
Festival, and another week
devoted to the National
Constitution Center and
The Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation to celebrate the
United States’ semiquincen-
tennial. At 10:45 a.m. Thurs-
day in the Amphitheater,
Chautauqua got a preview
of these weeks and a taste
of why storytelling matters
and how lifelong learning
keeps democracy alive.

On Thursday morning in
the Amphitheater, director
of the Smithsonian Folklife
Festival Sabrina Lynn Motley
and president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Nation-
al Constitution Center Jef-
frey Rosen discussed putting
history into context, keeping
in theme with Week Nine’s
Chautauqua Lecture Series
“Past Informs Present: How
to Harness History.”

Motley dove into what
the Smithsonian is do-
ing to prepare for Ameri-
ca’s semiquincentennial in
2026, the 250th year since
the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence.

“We understand in a
clearer light now why the
work of the Smithsonian is
so important to the fabric
of this country, to its future
and how we think about this
moment together,” Motley
said. “I also want to quickly
— as I do with any moment
that I am fortunate enough
to speak with a large group
of people — take a moment
to acknowledge the ances-
tors that brought us here
and to recognize that we
do this work for genera-
tions of people that we will
never meet but whose lives
we will impact.”

Secretary of the Smith-
sonian Lonnie G. Bunch III
oversees 21 museums, 21
libraries, the National Zoo,
numerous research centers
and several education units
and centers. In reflecting on
the nation’s history, Motley
referenced his breaking it
down into three separate
parts: commemorating 250
years as a historic event,

celebrating the nation’s
successes along with con-
templating the conse-

quences of our history, and
recognizing the sacrifices
of those who have worked
to uphold the country’s ide-
als while committing to ad-
vancing democracy.

This coming year, the
Smithsonian will have an ex-
hibition on state fairs and the
National Mall will host the
Folklife Festival; alongside
many of their 200 affiliate
museums across the coun-
try, they'll join various insti-
tutions and host activities.

“So there’s a lot going on.
But again, it is grounded in
this moment of reflection
and hope. Under Secretary
Bunch’s guidance — he is a
historian — and he has re-
minded us of the importance
of unpacking history with a
critical eye in all the work we
do, so that will be the Smith-
sonian next year,” Motley
said. “I do invite you to join
us whenever and wherever
you can to be part of this mo-
ment in our shared history.”

In celebration of Ameri-
ca’s semiquincentennial, the
National Constitution Cen-
ter is releasing a free civic
tool kit on Constitution Day,
Sept. 17, and Rosen — named
earlier this summer as the
2025-26 Chautauqua Perry
Fellow in Democracy — has
written extensively about
the founders’ vision, the
pursuit of happiness, and
the idea of one nation.

“It’s the idea that Jefferson
embraced at the beginning
of the Declaration, declaring
independence in the name of
one nation and one people,
then sparking a debate about
which people were sovereign.
Was that the people of the

United States as a whole, as
Alexander Hamilton would
come to say, or the people of
each state as Jefferson would
come to say — leading ul-
timately to the Civil War?”
Rosen said. “Agreement about
the basic principles of the
Declaration of Independence
and Constitution were nev-
er part of the original plan.
Debate and disagreement is
not a bug: it’s a feature of the
American experiment.”

Considering the role that
cultural institutions play in
fostering healthy civic dia-
logue, Rosen believes that
the National Constitution
Center should feature only
constitutional debate, rath-
er than political debate.

“History is about story-
telling. That is what that
great Ken Burns teaches,
and I've learned from him
as we all have, the riveting
power of storytelling and its
complexity — there are no
simple answers in history.
By honestly following the
story and letting the nar-
rative unfold, you both riv-
et and engage, and also can
spread truth,” Rosen said.
“We are inviting all Ameri-
cans to be lifelong learners,
to engage in this rigorous
project of self-education, to
hear the arguments on both
sides of liberals and con-
servatives, historians and
scholars, and make up their
own mind. With that basic
principle in mind, we feel
like there’s nothing we can'’t
talk about, and there is so
much light we can spread.”

In opening up dialogue,
the Smithsonian Folklife Fes-
tival balances the difficult
aspects of history with the
celebration of what America
has accomplished. Motley
finds that, while it may sound
“soft” to some, the arts are
what keep us going, and the
embracing of difficult mo-
ments is what ultimately al-
lows for triumph.

“It's yin and yang — they
belong together. These mo-
ments, our most difficult
moments in our history, are
also the ones we really need
to unpack, so we do see the
things that move us, that
make us better and call us to
our truer and higher selves,”
Motley said. “There has not
been a time when this fes-
tival has not been created,
curated and presented that’s
not fraught — that’s part of
the work. We lose our way
when we don't take every
opportunity to demonstrate
the best of us; that comes
through the work of weav-
ers, potters or a song.”

Having brought a bound
copy of the program from
the 1976 Festival of American
Folklife, Motley referenced
an article by Margaret Mead
from a time when the com-
memoration of America’s
bicentennial aroused criti-
cisms amidst an economic
recession, a presidential res-
ignation and the tragedy of
the Vietnam War.
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Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of the National Constitution Center, joins in conversation with Sabrina Lynn Motley, director of the
Smithsonian Folklife Festival, and Chautauqua Chief Program Officer Deborah Sunya Moore Thursday in the Amphitheater.

“(Mead) goes on to say
that life does not stop for
difficult times. The celebra-
tion of our 100th anniver-
sary as a nation also took
place in times of trouble.
It’s a good reminder that we
come to this moment again
carrying weight but also
paving the way for opportu-
nity through the work that
we do,” Motley said. “It’s
certainly the thing that gets
me out of bed every day and
makes me remember why
this work is important. Not
only now but for the future.”

Rosen aims for a solid
equilibrium in looking back
at history while moving
through everyday life. When
he visited Chautauqua last
year, Rosen discussed his
book The Pursuit of Happi-
ness: How Classical Writers
on Virtue Inspired the Lives
of the Founders and Defined
America and how it changed
the way he thought about
happiness as being good over
feeling good.

“When I wake up, before
I can make a hash out of the
day and bungle everything
up, I deep read or listen
for half an hour or an hour.
That is something we can
all do on our own and we
have the duty, a responsi-
bility to use our day as well
as we can for lifelong learn-
ing. At the same time, arti-
facts and encounters with
history in physical places
are crucial,” Rosen said. “It
is such a privilege to lead
the Constitution Center in
Philadelphia because every
street you walk down there
is a plaque or place where
Benjamin Franklin founded
the fire department or the
Junto or the University of
Pennsylvania; he founded
something on almost every
block and you can see it.”

As Rosen discusses the
importance of sources like
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texts and artifacts, Motley
finds that human encoun-
ters to be particularly en-
riching. At its conception,
the Folklife Festival was
all about discovery; now,
they're settling into the age
of encounter.

“Our primary texts are
actually people at the Folk-
life Festival,” Motley said.
“With that encounter, you
have said so beautifully,
comes a responsibility to
be present and to do the
deep thinking and the lis-
tening to be present and in
community with one anoth-
er. Those are our primary
sources — our people, our
stories — they allow us to do
that deep work that comes
with encounter and carry
the responsibility of being
with one another in that
deep exchange. Those pri-
mary sources anchor us but
they also lift us and allow us
to go deeper, both into our
own worlds and communi-
ties, and into each other’s.”

Deciding which stories
to tell can seem inherent-
ly political, noted Deborah
Sunya Moore, Chautauqua’s
chief program officer who
served as moderator for the
discussion. Neutrality is a
stance that more often than
not benefits those in power
- does that mean it’s some-
thing to strive for?

“You said the ‘n’ word
which I dread — that ‘neu-
tral word. I look at the
Smithsonian as a whole and
It's a word that I struggle
with. I am not sure honestly
if our role is to be neutral or
to be expensive, and we get
perhaps to something more
meaningful when we are ex-
pansive. Now again, the hard
part about being expensive
is it requires nuance,” Mot-
ley said. “Those histories
bump up against each other
and make people uncom-

fortable as we know, but it is
critical that we tell them.”

Rosen thinks about ex-
pansiveness in terms of
knowledge and devouring
all the sources one can. He
references Ruth Bader Gins-
burg’s idea of an embra-
cive Constitution with open
arms to show there is always
more history to learn.

“The more history you
learn, the more you know
how little you learn. It is so
urgently important to keep
digging in deep to the pri-
mary sources and learning
the stories that you hav-
en't yet heard before,” Ros-
en said. “It’s a great time to
study history, many voices
are being resurrected but
it’s so important to let them
speak in their own voices
and for all of us to actually
read them. When you read
the text, you see the same
questions we're having now:
did the Declaration extend
to all human beings or not?”

Studying history is not
only a duty of citizenship, it
is a pleasure and privilege.

“The founders think that
the whole experiment will
collapse if we go the way of
Rome and Greece and sur-
render our liberties in ex-
change for cheap entertain-
ments and cheap luxuries,
unless you have the virtuous
self-mastery to learn about
history,” Rosen said. “It’s im-
possible to learn too much
history but you have to take
the time to do it, recognize
that it's complicated and
recognize that almost every
question has been a matter
for debate then make up your
own mind.”

Considering the com-
plications of remaining
in service to something
bigger than the institu-
tion, Smithsonian Folklife
Festival has evolved since
their conception in 1967.

Defining the themes for
next year’s Folklife Festi-
val, Motley said they will
be centered around “re-
membering together, har-
monizing together, moving
together and growing to-
gether,” and will be opening
around Juneteenth.

“Who gets to shape the
American promise? Who is
it for and why does it mat-
ter? How does culture play
a role in our understanding
of what it means to be an
American? Those questions
have shifted a bit,” Motley
said. “We would have a much
more global approach into
how we do our work. We
are making links between
source countries and dias-
pora communities. We are
asking what is going to be-
come of us. And again, how
does cultural production
both inform what that would
be and reflect our values
— the things that bring us
together. So the mission of
the center that produces
the festival really is to think
about issues of belonging,
connection and the impor-
tance of gathering, of face-
to-face interaction.”

The Smithsonian was
created to be a part of de-
veloping American nation-
al identity, so Motley had a
question about Rosen’s book
that detailed how classic
writers on virtue inspired
the lives of the founders and
defined America.

“It is crucial also to re-
alize that the debate itself
— that defined America.
We cannot say what the
future will hold, that’s in
the hands of fortune and
fate and providence,” Ros-
en said. “But we can do
our part, which is to learn
about history and partici-
pate in the debate; by par-
ticipating in the debate, we
can define America.”
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Smith Wilkes Hall

Admission is free, but we hope you’ll want to support
programming endowment for the Roe Green Theater Center
with a donation.

role in the life of their family.
Shorty Follansbee came to
Chautauqua for 94 of his 96
years. Julie came often during
her youth and each summer
subsequent to 1941. During
the summer of 1944, Shorty
asked Julie Barnum to attend
the movies with him in May-
ville, and she accepted. Eleven
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of Follansbees and the eighth
generation of the Sanborn
family to participate in the
life of the Institution. Shorty,
a teacher for 40 years, served
Chautauqua in numerous ca-
pacities, including as director
of Boys’ and Girls’ Club, presi-
dent of the Property Owners
Association, trustee, chief de-
velopment officer and acting
president. He was Chautau-
qua Golf Club Champion in
1932 and again in 1937, but was
best known for his passion for
baseball as expressed at the
ball field on the south end of
the grounds. Shorty had been
captain of the Princeton Uni-
versity baseball team in 1934.
Julie served as a volunteer
for the Chautauqua Fund and
an engaged volunteer for the
Chautauqua Literary and Sci-
entific Circle, particularly her
Class of 1963's sponsorship of
Pioneer Hall. Between them,
they served as coordinator of
the Sunday ushers for nearly
50 years.

CHQIBIA
R

<CARISERV

Airport Transportation
Wine Tours
Community Tours

LAKEWOOD NEW YORK
BUF TO CHQ
$169
$20 each additional person.
$20 surcharge 12am - 6am
CHQ TO CLE $275 « CHQ TO PIT $295
ALL FARES ARE PLUS GRATUITY

813-992-4804

chgblackcar@gmail.com or
chgblackcar.com

. -+ STEDMAN CORNERS
- COFFEE ROASTERS

Fresh Roasted Gourmet Coffee
Fresh Cold Press Juicing

Try our delicious espresso drinks and
our single brewed by cup coffee

o Baked Goods
o Cold Brew & Coffee

o Frozen Blended Coffee
Drinks & Smoothies

169 W. Fairmount Ave., Lakewood, NY 14750 - 716-763-7777

Mon. - Sat. 8:30 am - 2:00 pm - Closed Sunday

f—
OFF SEASON
September - May

$700/MONTH
INCLUDES ALL UTILITIES

1 bedroom, fully equipped, WIFI,
Cable TV, tastefully furnished,
Central Air/Heat, pet friendly,

free shared laundry, parking, patio,
1 mile from Chautauqua.

Call

845-216-8002

8-22

ZPM K

IGKH V]

GR ZFK

G I G

CRYPTOQUOTE

GM RAGCLP JCVZ G

RPIJ-CPGIYXGAYVM
W GR AWPU KGM JCVZ

K H V] T CP GN

— CYKWGCN ECYQWA
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: ROSES ARE RED, MUD

IS BROWN,

THE WOODS ARE BETTER THAN

ANY NIGHT ON THE TOWN. — EARL DIBBLES JR.

SUDOKU

Sudoku is a humber-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to
9 in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level
of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.

4

N
~J

(@)
O
S
»
©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc

Difficulty: %%

8/22 |

»*

00

QOO O[WIN N
NOOIWIN O O|—

O WIN=O N[O

6

QO[NNI N =[O OW
N O WA OOD[—|NO
N2 (O OWN N
PRI ONNW -~
S NOIN W BR[OOIN
WININO| =0~ O1©O
©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

4

Difficulty: Y%

oo
~.
o



Friday, August 22, 2025

The Chautauquan Daily - www.chqdaily.com

Page 7

RELIGION

Present darkness could bring forth new birth, new traditions, preaches McLaren

he Rev. Brian McLaren attended his 50th high school
reunion in 2024. In high school, in his hippie days, he
had long hair, a big beard and wore bell bottoms and
a T-shirt.

“My friends would look at me and wonder who this old,
bald guy was, but suddenly there was recognition in their
eyes and we picked up where we had left off.”

He continued, “I remembered afterward feeling that we
were sincerely interested in each other. Not like people you
meet at a party and you find out everything there is to know
about them but they learned nothing about you. Or, I was the
person who never found out anything about you. I think reli-
gion is like that — so concerned with self, status and survival
— that we forget that if we try to save our life we will lose it,
but if we let go of our life, we will find something grand.”

McLaren preached at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was
“Paul’s Tradition in Travail,” and the scripture reading was
Romans 8:18-27.

He told the congregation that he knew the Apostle Paul
got mixed reviews. “Paul was certainly concerned about the
fledgling movement that would later become Christianity,
but I think Paul knew that this movement did not and could
not exist for itself. It had a bigger vision, a larger vision for the
common good; a vision for the whole world, a vision not just
for human beings, but for all of creation.”

McLaren said all faiths face this challenge, to move from
concern about the well-being of the tradition to the survival
of all. In the letter to the Romans, Paul’'s concern is for all cre-
ation, not just the little Christian movement. Paul mentions
creation a number of times: Creation awaits to be set free
from decay, creation looks to obtain the glory of the children
of God, it suffers the pains of labor and humans feel that
groaning all around them.

Quoting Father Richard Rohr, McLaren said, “He taught us
that the great lesson of life is that life is not about us. We are
about life.”

Paul suggested that the same Spirit that hovered over cre-
ation is still alive in every breath of creation. “It is groaning in
labor pains, looking for liberation from decay,” McLaren said.

He noted that the traditional interpretation for the decay
of creation was to punish Adam and Eve. “I think that is bon-
kers. (There was applause from the congregation.) It doesn't
make sense at all. I think what is a much more obvious and
more legitimate way to read the text, and others who think
that, there are two of us — you and me, I hope.”

Mclaren continued, “I believe that creation has been sub-
ject to human beings and human beings have walked on the
earth with such arrogance and carelessness wanting to ‘till,
baby, till, and ‘drill, baby, drill' and never care for this precious
earth that is our home. Worse than a teenager who lives in
his room for six months without ever picking up a dirty sock,
dirty underwear or ever cleaning under the bed, we've soiled
our home. We subjected the earth to imbalance and decay.
What needs to happen, Paul says in Romans, is that the hu-
man species has to finally grow up and start actually acting
like human beings are supposed to act — responsible, not

c N
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COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

arrogant; caring about everyone, not just ourselves.”

Paul was not the uptight, religious fundamentalist, McLar-
en said. He used a female metaphor to describe the pain the
world was in — labor pains. “It is one of the most powerful
metaphors in all of human experience — that creation is suf-
fering labor pains, trying to give birth to something new.”

McLaren continued, “Just imagine for a few moments,
especially if you have a bad opinion of Paul — which I can’t
blame you for having, not so much because of Paul, but
because of the colonizer men who have used Paul for their
purposes. I would like you to imagine that Paul was a deep,
visionary, spiritual mystic to whom something happened that
shook up his arrogant colonizer mindset.”

Things are not as they should be in the nation, our civili-
zation, our species, even within ourselves. McLaren said even
the trees, the fish, the birds can feel it. “They all experience
the same malady — that humans have a knee on the neck of
the living earth, they won't let it breathe.”

If humans don't feel the death pains, if we don't feel the
doom, we are not paying attention, he told the congrega-
tion. Paul, though, suggests that these could be labor pains,
that something new is trying to be born. The new life can-
not come to fruition lightly, there has to be pain, contrac-
tions and transitions.

In 2025, McLaren said, we hear the groaning of the ice
sheets in the Arctic and Antarctic as they crack and split and
melt into tears. He told the congregation that we hear the
ground tonight in the beautiful call of the crickets, and also
hear the lament for the great die-off reducing the biomass
of insects that play such an important part in the beautiful
balance of the whole.

He said, “You feel it in yourself as you look around at what
humans are doing to each other, what we're doing to hallowed
traditions, values that have sustained our ancestors. You even
feel it in yourself and you ask yourself, who subjected the
earth to this oppression, this exploitation, this harm? It was
our species, our species in a lustful orgy of arrogant domina-
tion and decadent profit-taking “

Something is trying to be born — a new humanity, not up
in heaven with a harp but embodied on earth. “Jesus saw the
need for all our species to be born again and Paul saw a new
way of being human on earth,” McLaren said.

He shared a story from Sikh activist Valarie Kaur about
giving birth. In birthing labor, Kaur said, there is a stage that
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DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Rev. Brian D. McLaren preaches Sunday in the Amphitheater.

is the most painful stage, the final stage in labor, where the
body expands to 10 centimeters. The contractions come so
fast that there’s barely time to breathe. It feels like dying, and
is called transition.

“I'would not have called it that,” Kaur said. “During my tran-
sition I remember the first time the midwife said she could
see the baby’s head, but all I could feel was a ring of fire. And
I turned to my mother and I said, ‘I can't And my mother, her
hand on my forehead was whispering in my ear, ‘You are brave,
you are brave. Just then I saw my grandmother stand behind
my mother and her mother behind her, and her mother behind
her, a long line of women who had pushed through the fire
before me. I took a breath. I pushed. And my son was born.”

McLaren said, “What if the darkness in our country and in
our world is not the darkness of the tomb, but the darkness of
the womb? What if all of our ancestors who pushed through
the fire before us, who survived genocide, and colonization,
slavery, and sexual assault, what if they are standing behind
us now whispering in our ears, ‘You are brave, you are brave’?
What if this is our great time of transition?”

He continued, “Will we give birth to new traditions
from old traditions? There is a world waiting to be born
with an identity in the divine community. We can redis-
cover our identity as children of God. May something new
be born from our traditions. May something new be born.”
The congregation applauded.

Melissa Spas, vice president for religion at Chautauqua,
presided. Alicen Robert, student minister in the Department
of Religion for 2025, read the scripture. For the prelude, Bar-
bara Hots, flute, and Willie LaFavor, piano, both members of
the Motet Consort, performed “Nocturne - Piéece courte,” by
Lili Boulanger. The Motet Choir sang “O Thou who Cam-
est from Above,” music by Philip W.J. Stopford and text by
Charles Wesley as the prelude. The choir was under the
direction of Joshua Stafford, director of sacred music and
Jared Jacobsen Chair for the Organ, and accompanied by
Owen Reyda on the Massey Memorial Organ. Reyda played
“Allegro con Spirito,” by Frank Bridge on the Massey Or-
gan for the postlude. Support for this week’s preaching and
chaplaincy is provided by the Robert D. Campbell Memorial
Chaplaincy and the Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund.
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Contact Our Landscape Contractors Today! 716-753-2787 ¢ randrmayville.com

THE LEADING LANDSCAPING COMPANY
SERVICING CHAUTAUQUA MAYVILLE NY & THE SURROUNDING AREAS
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8:45 Catholic Mass. Episcopal Chapel of 12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. 2:00 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 5:00 Masters Series. Meet the 7:15 Chautauqua Mystic Heart
the Good Shepherd (Programmed by the Department Russell Moore, editor in chief, Filmmaker: Ella Al-Shamahi presents Meditation Program. Leader:
8:55 (8:55-9) Chautauqua Prays For of Religion and IDEA Office.) Christianity Today. Hall of Philosophy "Human." Fee. Hall of Christ Carql IV_IcKiernan_(SiIent
Peace Through Compassion. Hall Lutheran House and CHQ Assembly 545 Ginema Film Screening, "Perfect I\/Le;irllt"atlonfentermg Prayer.) Hall
of Missions Grove 12:30 Betsy's Garden Walk. (Programmed ~ 2:00 THEATER Chautauqua Theater Days." Fee. Chautauqua Cinema of Fhilosop y _
9:00 (9-5) Art Exhibit. "The West Branch by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) COmpany presents the V\_Ior!d 6:5 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. Anyone 9:00 (Qf—t?]) A’\:t Exhlpllt(. UTge V¥§st Btranch
of the Neversink Under Threat Betsy Burgeson, supervisor premle_re and CTC commission of interested in singing for Sunday of the Severs[[] nder reaS _
Under Stress." Hovey Brock. Smith of garden and landscapes, The Witnesses (formerly Tell Me i : Under Stress.” Hovey Brock. Smith
FRIDAY Yy You're Dying) (Reserved seating; worship must attend one rehearsal; Memorial Library
Memorial Library Chautauqua Institution. Children's Y .g. ) 9
AUGUST 22 hase tickets at Main Gat two or more recommended. Fletcher ) .
] . School North Side purchase tickets at Main Gate Music Hall 9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community
9:00  Jack's Nature Walk. (Programmed S _ Welcome Center or Visitors Center usic Ha Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman
by the Bird, Tree & Garden Club.) 12:30 Play Discussion. The Witnesses ticket offices and one hour before ~ 7:30 THEATER Chautauqua Theater Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish
Jack Gulvin, naturalist. Smith Wilkes (Programmed by Friends of curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Talkback Company presents the world House
. i Hall Lakeside Patio Chautauqua Theater) Jessica iani i issi
6:15 s.unrlse Kayak & Paddleboard. utauqu : ) >SS and book signing to follow. premiere and CTC commission of The  10.00 Season Highlights. (Programmed
Sign up with payment one to two 9:00 (9-10) Member Coffee Hour. Trgpasso Memorial Pavilion at Bratton Theater Witnesses (formerly Tell Me You're by Friends of Chautauqua Theater
days before event at 716-357- (Programmed by the Chautauqua Children’s School 3:30 Heritage Lecture Series. Dying). (Reserved seating; purchase and the Bob McClure CHQ Play
6281 or sportsclub@chg.org. Women's Club.) CWC House 12:45 Catholic Seminar Speaker Series. (Programmed by the Oliver Archives tickets at Main Gate Welcome Center Readers.) “Highlights from Our
Sports Club 9:15 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF "Top Ten Spiritual Classics." Jeff Center.) “Clio in the Stacks: Archives or Visitors Center ticket offices and 2024-25 Season.” Donations
7:00 (7-11) Chautauqua Farmers WORSHIP AND SERMON. Brian D. Wood, retired attorney, River Forest, Between Progress, Praxis et alia.” one hour before curtain at Bratton accepted to benefit Roe Green
Market. Massey and Miller McLaren, Dean of Faculty, Center Illinois. Methodist House Chapel Jonathan D. Schmitz, archivist and kiosk.) Bratton Theater Theater Center programming
7:00  (7-9) “Dawn Patrol” Round for Action and Contemplation. 1:00 English Lawn Bowling. 20-minute E‘Sﬁ”}a;ﬁ_lcha“t:”q“a Institution. 7:30  Sung Compline. (Programmed by the endowment. Smith Wilkes Hall
Robin Doubles. (Programmed by Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly free instruction, then opt to play for all o |osop. y Episcopal Cottage.) Episcopal Chapel ~ 1:00 Memorial Service Honoring the Life
the Chautauqua Tennis Center) 10:00 (10-3) Archives Exhibitions Open. fee. Bowling Green 3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. of the Good Shepherd. of thefReV- Joan Brown Campbell.
; W : T Hall of Phil h
Chautauqua Tennis Center True and False Artifacts." Oliver — 1.00 open House. (Programmed by %?;L?}";’:g?g&iﬁ;pfmeﬂ;ﬁfse 8:15  AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 0.AR.: all ot Fhilosopny
7:45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Archives Center the African American Heritage T Lost Weekend Tour. Amphitheater MEM Chauttal:gua Thlgater
o . . . . ' ) : i ) ompany presents the wor
Meditation Program. Leader: 10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. House.) African American 3:30 cPhautauquad[:)laiﬁgLE)es et 845 Cinema Film Screening. prem?ereyaﬁ 4 CTC commission of
Sharon Wesoky (Mahanaya UCC Randell Chapel Heritage House, 40 Scott (Programmed by the Departmen ) ina's Goi ] y
i itati i ' of Religion and IDEA Office Everything's Going To Be Great. The Witnesses (formerly Tell Me
Buddhist Meditation.) Presbyterian 10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE ) g1 ice.) . ¢ )
House Chapel : Q _ 1:00 Mah Jongg. (Programmed by Episcopal Cottage Fee. Chautauqua Cinema You're Dying). (Reserved seating;
SERIES. Ella Al-Shamahi, the Chautauqua Women’s Club.) . . urchase tickets at Main Gate
. . A ) - ) 3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. p
7:45  Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal National Geographic Explorer, Memberships available at the (Programmed by the Department of Welcome Center or Visitors Center
Chapel of the Good Shepherd palaeoanthropologist, door. CWC House o yine . . ticket offices and one hour before
] o ) . ) Religion and IDEA Office.) Literary . . .
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. evolutionary biologist. 115 Informal Criti . . curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Closing
. : que Session. Arts Center at Alumni Hall
(Programmed by Unity of Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly , _ _ Performance. Bratton Theater
o (Programmed by the Friends 5:00 Hebrew Congregation Evening
Chautauqua.) Hall of Missions left 12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion of the Chautauqua Writers’ " Service. “Kabbalat Shabbat: 2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds.
side door Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church Center.) Bring 10 copies of . b o Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate
enter.) Bring 10 copies o Welcoming the Sabbath.” Rabbi Weleoms Canter Leave from Mal
8:30 (8:30-8:45) Chautauqua Mystic 12:15 Summer on the Steps. one page of poetry or prose. i i elcome Center.) Leave from Main
) L Rob Morais, rabbi, Temple Anshe Gate Welcome Center
Heart Meditation Program. (Programmed by Chautauqua Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hesed, Erie, Pennsylvania. Jessica SATURDAY _ _
Leader: Monte Thompson Literary Arts.) An Open Mic Tribute Hall Garden Room Thorpe Rhoades, cantorial soloist. AUGUST 23 5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
(M_ovement and Meditation.) Hall of to Nikki Giovanni. Literary Arts 1:30 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. Shabbat'zza — Post-Service Pizza 6:00 Cinema Film Screening.
Philosophy Grove Center at Alumni Hall Porch Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Picnic in the Park. Bring your own "Everything's Going To Be Great."
Gate Welcome Center. This tour beverage, salad or dessert to share. Fee. Chautauqua Cinema
is wheelchair accessible.) Leave i r;lin, Sser:Vil;:lf et‘t Smi't\::_l\lNilll()esll(-Iall 7:.00 (7-11) Chautauqua Farmers 6:15 Chautau_qua Choir Beh_ear_sal.
Now the day is over, night is from Main Gate Welcome Center ana no shabbat zza. Miller Far Market. Massey and Miller Anyone interested in singing for
. . Sunday worship must attend one
draw_mg mgh’ Shadows of the S rehearsal. Fletcher Music Hall
evening steal across the sky. To the team, CHAUTAUQUA 8:15_ AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Sweet
F Honey in the Rock “Celebrating
Jesus, give the weary calm and YOU are the Al visiona ry. t I “ E " ll 50 Years." Amphitheater
sweet repose; With Thy tenderest (even if you're still figuring it out) At the corner of Hurst & Wythe ' 716-357-2352 |  g.3() (inema Film Screening. "Perfect

) cl 2
may | arise Pure, and fresh, and Conﬁ ence. 124m
sinless in Thy holy eyes. Your culture + AL
Building Friday 8/22 8:45 - RENT ALS
on the imited 30 / readiness sprints
Foundation Glory to the Father, Glory to the Son, LR ROSCYR PeCTIn S

And to Thee, blest Spirit, while all

blessing may our eyelids close.

When the morning wakens, then

ages run.

Sabine Baring-Gould (altered, https://attainable.ai v 103m www.ChautauquaMariqa.com
g ( )] AYTAINAELE G | www.chq.org/things-to-do/chautauqua-cinema | 104 W Lake RD (Rt 394)’ Maywlle, NY
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Gow School Parent
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