
LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

Three-time Grammy-nominated Af-
rican American vocal ensemble 
Sweet Honey in the Rock will sing 
out Chautauqua’s 2025 Popular En-

tertainment Series at 8:15 p.m. Saturday in 
the Amphitheater.

Sweet Honey in the Rock was founded in 
Washington D.C. in 1973 with missions of em-

powerment, education and entertainment. An 
ambassadorial African American organization 
and a capella vocal ensemble, they have re-
leased over 20 albums, with their most recent 
studio album, #LoveInEvolution, released in 
2016. In 2021, they co-wrote and performed 
When Day Comes, their first theatrical piece, 
in collaboration with Crossroads Theater 
founding director Ricardo Khan.

MARY LEE TALBOT
STAFF WRITER

“When Being Right Is 
Wrong” is the title of the Rt. 
Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton’s 
sermon for the season’s final 
10:45 a.m. Sunday morning 
worship service in the Am-
phitheater. Sutton, the se-
nior pastor of Chautauqua 
Institution, has served as lit-
urgist for the Sunday morn-
ing services all season. 

Reflecting on what he 
might highlight in his ser-
mon, Sutton wrote, “It’s 
a pain to be around ‘the 
world’s foremost authori-
ty’ on everything! We need 
more humility in these 
times when everyone thinks 
they’re right. Authority is 
granted to those who serve, 
not based on what they say.”
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The sun sets over the grounds Friday as Chautauquans fill the Amphitheater for O.A.R.’s performance. DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
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SUTTON

MARY LEE TALBOT
STAFF WRITER

Rebecca Richmond, a Chau-
tauqua writer and one of the 
founders of the Sandwich 
Poets at Chautauqua — a 
precursor to the Chautau-
qua Literary Arts program 
of today — in her 1944 poem 
“To Chautauqua - Moment of 
Farewell,” wrote: “Sometimes 
I wish that I would love you 
less, For when the summer 
ends and I must go, Almost it 
is a rending of the soul - You 
are part of me and I of you.”

It is that love of Chautau-
qua that feeds many people 
during the winter and fuels 
the excitement of arriving 
on the grounds as the sea-
son begins. The Chautauqua 
Assembly begins and ends 
with tradition, and the Sa-
cred Song Service is part of 
that tradition. 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Trustee for Life George T. Snyder opens the 152nd Assembly 
with his Three Taps of the Gavel address “Don’t Let Anything Go 
Unnoticed” June 22 in the Amphitheater. 

Season ends with final Sacred 
Song Service, closing Three Taps

Sutton to preach 
for final Sunday 
morning service

See SWEET HONEY, Page A4

See SUTTON, Page A4

See SACRED SONG, Page A4 See WEBINAR, Page A3

Sweet Honey in 
the Rock to take 

Amp stage in final 
evening concert 

of 2025 season

CODY ENGLANDER
STAFF WRITER

Three weeks after Chau-
tauqua Institution Interim 
Chief Executive Kyle Keogh 
told the community that 
the organization was facing 
a $4 million to $6 million 
budget shortfall, he provid-
ed an update Monday via 
Zoom, sharing what he’d 
heard from the community 
in response, and what staff 
would be facing when the 
season ends.

He began by noting 
Chautauqua is coming off 
“the best week in a long 
time,” with the weekend of 
Aug. 1 to Aug. 3 seeing three 
sell-out shows in a row 
from the Avett Brothers and 
two back-to-back nights of 
Laufey with the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra.

“It filled Chautauqua, 

and they were actually the 
best nights we’ve ever had 
at (the Athenaeum Hotel), 
which includes the bar, 
Heirloom Restaurant and 
other areas,” Keogh said. 

He cited shows like these 
as bringing in a younger au-
dience to Chautauqua, a step 
toward getting a more di-
verse crowd on the grounds. 

He noted no major oper-
ational challenges or inter-
ruptions for programming, 
even saying that the inno-
vations to the calendar this 
year have yielded positive 
results.

“Special Studies has 
had its best year ever,” Ke-
ogh said, and highlighted 
Week Seven’s mainstage 
programming in particu-
lar. “Kwame Alexander as a 
host sort of harkened back 
to (theme weeks of) ‘Roger 

Rosenblatt and Friends,’ but 
Kwame is a big name in and 
of himself, and so he actu-
ally innovated new formats 
right on the scene.”

He noted other upsides 
the grounds saw this sum-
mer. Keogh believed that 
food service has improved 
on the grounds compared 
to previous years, see-
ing improved satisfaction. 
Week Nine also looked to be 
the best financial week of 
the summer, which he be-
lieved could be attributed 
to the 10:45 a.m. Chautau-
qua Lecture Series, which 
included Morgan Freeman. 

Despite the end of the 
summer closing on a pos-
itive note, Chautauqua 
Institution has had issues 
with attendance since the 
pandemic. 

In update to July 28 announcement 
of millions in deficits, Keogh lays 
out timeline for budget cut decisions

SWEETASHONEY

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

SATURDAY’S 
WEATHER

H 78° L 61°
Rain: 24%
Sunset: 8:05 p.m.

MONDAY
H 65° L 52°
Rain: 58%
Sunrise: 6:35 a.m. Sunset: 8:02 p.m. 

SUNDAY
H 72° L 56°
Rain: 24%
Sunrise: 6:34 a.m. Sunset: 8:04 p.m. 
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LIZ DELILLO
STAFF WRITER

Thematicizing authori-
ty, sanity, rebellion, per-
ceived reality and human 
nature, “The Cabinet of Dr. 
Caligari” is a quintessential 
piece of silent film, horror 
and German expressionist 
cinema. Directed by Robert 
Weine and written by Carl 
Mayer and Hans Janowitz, 
it takes place during the 
Weimar Republic, following 
a hypnotist and his som-
nambulist within the dark, 
sharp and twisted visuals 
of German expressionism.

At 3 p.m. Sunday in the 
Amphitheater, Chautau-
quans can experience this 
classic first-hand with Josh-
ua Stafford taking the bench 
for the Great Massy Movie 
presentation of “The Cabi-
net of Dr. Caligari.”

A native of Jamestown, 
Stafford is an international-
ly renowned, award-winning 
organist, and the director of 
sacred music and Jared Ja-
cobsen Chair for the Organ-
ist of Chautauqua Institution. 
He was unanimously named 
the Pierre S. du Pont First 
Prize Winner at the 2016 
Longwood Gardens Interna-
tional Organ Competition.

The Institution began fea-
turing silent films with Staf-
ford on the Massey Memo-
rial Organ as the final Amp 
performance several years 
ago. Often, the films were 
comedies, Stafford said, 
“which are a broad appeal, 
but the most difficult to play 
because of timing because 
you have to time all the gags 
(and) stresses right.”

While Sunday’s Massy Or-
gan Movie selection is often 
regarded as the first horror 
film, it doesn’t feature graph-
ic violence and is more of a 
psychological thriller.

“Horror is a little more 
fun because you can be kind 
of moody with it. With ‘The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari’ being 
a German expressionist film, 
it has such a distinct visual 
style that it then informs the 
music,” Stafford said. “You’re 
just sort of creating this at-
mosphere, that the movie 
has already started for you, 
and then you get to create it 

in that space.”
Silent movies in the 1920s 

often featured the theater 
organ, developed for sound 
film specifically. 

“I was not raised as a the-
ater organist. I was raised a 
little more traditionally, and 
I did a lot of improvisation 
study, especially when I was 
in grad school, in the French 
cathedral tradition, sort 
of the Paris improvisation 
style,” Stafford said. “… And 
I feel like that sort of style 
works better for a horror 
film than it does a comedy.”

Shedding light on the im-
provisational element he’s 
bringing to Sunday’s perfor-
mance, Stafford shared how 
he approaches that with film 
accompaniments.

“My tradition has usual-
ly been to sort of create my 
own sort of spread, to cre-
ate themes for characters 
and then improvise from 
that,” Stafford said. “For 
this particular film, I’m ac-
tually working off of an ex-
isting score.” 

Stafford is working with 
the score he’s “pretty sure” 
is by Giuseppe Becce, the 
Italian film score composer 
who wrote the music for the 
movie’s 1920 release.

“I feel like this is going 
to be a fun movie for using 
some really quiet ethereal 
effects, just some moments 
with the organ sort of rum-
bling quietly beneath what’s 

happening,” Stafford said.
An improvisational silent 

movie accompaniment is a 
dynamic endeavor, especial-
ly with the sharp dramatiza-
tion of horror and German 
expressionism.

“I always thought, playing 
a movie like this, it’s never 
the same twice,” Stafford 
said. “It’s sort of the gener-
al idea of what you’re doing 
— in the moment, whatever 
mood I’m in — but more im-
portantly, whatever I’m get-
ting off the audience. There’s 
a lot of audience feedback 
that plays into the way I play 
a film, which is a really cool 
experience.”

With movie screenings 

with orchestral accompani-
ments growing in popular-
ity, Stafford noted how ac-
companying silent films is “a 
unique art form.”

“I think it was sort of lost 
for a while, but has had a real 
resurgence in recent years,” 
Stafford said. “… It’s really 
fun to rediscover these films 
that are sometimes forgot-
ten, or at least films that au-
diences are unlikely to have 
seen before. And even if 
they have experienced silent 
films, like watching them 
at home, watching it with a 
pre-recorded soundtrack is 
not the same as experienc-
ing it live in person.”
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

Massey silent film ‘The Cabinet of 
Dr. Caligari’ to thrill Chautauquans

Friends of Chautauqua Theater news
Join Friends of Chautauqua Theater and the Bob Mc-
Clure CHQ Play Readers for “Highlights from Our 2024-
25 Season” at 10 a.m. Saturday in Smith Wilkes Hall. Ad-
ditionally, a Celebration of Life for McClure is at 4 p.m. 
Sunday in Hurlbut Church. A reception will follow.

Twelve Step Meeting
There is a Twelve Step Meeting at 12:15 p.m. Sunday in the 
Marion Lawrance Room in Hurlbut Church. 

DAVE MUNCH /  
DAILY FILE PHOTO

Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist and Director of Sacred 
Music Joshua Sta!ord performs 
the score to the Charlie Chaplin 
film “The Gold Rush” on the 
Massey Memorial Organ July 
25, 2021, in the Amphitheater.

FALL SALE
 - in progress - 

(716) 357-4629 | 1 AMES AVE.

Please call for our current 
hours before visiting.

October!September &
:H’UH�RSHQ�LQ
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N E W S

PATRICIA BEAGLE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Visitors often remark about 
Chautauqua Institution’s 
breathtaking grounds and 
spectacular trees. Some 
might be surprised to learn 
how much behind-the-scenes 
time and expertise supports 
the glory of this canopy.

Betsy Burgeson, super-
visor of gardens and land-
scapes, leads a seasonal crew 
of over 30 individuals who 
maintain and improve the 
gardens and trees. Burgeson 
has been looking after Chau-
tauqua Institution’s land-
scape since 2015 and has 27 
years of earth science, biol-
ogy, master gardening and 
teaching experience. In ad-
dition to leading her team 
and providing frequent edu-
cational sessions for patrons, 
she can be found digging, 
pruning and removing inva-
sive plants alongside team 
members.

“I have never seen a more 
dedicated, incredible group,” 
Burgeson said of her crew. 
“They range in age from 14 
to 75 and look out for each 
other. They are all willing to 
learn and have a desire to 
share knowledge and answer 
questions.” 

Burgeson also appreci-
ates Chautauquans’ curios-
ity and appetite for making 
a difference. 

“They can’t do that if they 
don’t have the knowledge,” 
she added.

Fortunately, Burgeson and 
her team have a strong part-
ner in their fervent effort to 
maintain and restore our 
canopy: Chautauqua’s Bird, 
Tree & Garden Club. 

“The BTG is amazing in 
every sense of the word,” 
Burgeson said. 

BTG President Leslie 
Renjilian has taken arbor-
ist courses, serves as acting 
chair of the BTG arboretum 
committee and works to ed-
ucate and fundraise in sup-
port of trees.

BTG members have affixed 
labels to 1,000 Chautauqua 
Institution trees. These are 
linked to self-guided walks 
and educational information 
through BTG’s free Explore-
CHQ app. This year, the Arb-
Net Arboretum Accredita-
tion Program rewarded that 
effort by designating the en-
tire 250 acres inside Chau-
tauqua Institution’s gates as 
the Chautauqua Bird, Tree 
and Garden Club Arboreta, a 
Level II arboretum. 

BTG member Dennis Mc-
Nair brought forward the 
idea to pursue this accredi-
tation, and said following the 
rules associated with Level II 
increases protection of the 
arboretum. McNair led the 
four-year effort to obtain 
this prized designation. 

“It’s absolutely fantastic,” 
said Burgeson. “We have al-
ready seen partnership op-
portunities with research 
students studying pine 
sawfly larvae.” 

Destructive insects pose a 
constant threat to the canopy 
— damage from the emerald 
ash borer, Burgeson said, led 
to the loss of 450 of the Insti-
tution’s ash trees from 2015 to 
2017.  BTG pays for the treat-
ment of the 20 surviving ash 
trees every other year to pro-
tect against the destructive 
green beetle, whose larvae 
tunnel under ash bark. 

But now, an alarming in-
sect threat is the hemlock 
woolly adelgid, or HWA, 
which Renjilian said first ap-
peared on the grounds in 
2021, near the Literary Arts 
Center at Alumni Hall.

“This aphid-like insect 
sucks the sap from hem-
lock trees,” Renjilian said. 
“In summer, look for crawl-
ing black spots, and in win-
ter, the branches may look 
flocked with white.”

During a recent Tree Walk 
— which routinely attract 60 
to 80 Chautauquans each 
week — Jack Gulvin, a for-
ester in his 26th year as the 
BTG’s naturalist, explained 
that native Eastern hemlocks 
were used by pioneers to 
make tea and tan hides. He 

pointed out white flocking 
on needles, clear evidence 
that HWAs have been dam-
aging Chautauqua’s trees.

Speaking at a recent Chau-
tauqua Property Owners As-
sociation meeting, Renjilian 
stated that the Institution’s 
hemlocks are “fully infested.” 
If left untreated, some now 
have a life expectancy of as 
little as three years. 

Burgeson is equally con-
cerned about the HWA pest, 
as hemlock trees “keep 
streams cool and have a 
huge impact on snow melt,” 
she said. Burgeson engaged 
the gardens department 
in identifying 400 Institu-
tion-owned hemlock trees 
that must be treated to pro-
tect against the devastat-
ing insect. A certified pro-
fessional treated 190 of the 
trees this year, and 200 more 
will be treated in 2026.

The Institution is not 
responsible for private-
ly-owned trees, so home-
owners may protect small 
hemlock shrubs by spraying 
needles with neem oil ev-
ery spring and fall, Renjil-
ian said — but for full-sized 
hemlocks, HWA treatment 
on exposed bark can be ad-
ministered only by a certified 
professional, according to 
New York State law. Condi-
tions must be perfect.

“Hemlocks are wind-pol-
linated, and the treatment 
must avoid nearby trees that 
are visited by pollinators,” 
Renjilian cautioned. “... If the 
tree is beside or behind your 
house, it is yours. Your trees 
are probably infected.” 

Because it can be difficult 
to hire an arborist to care for 
one or two privately-owned 
trees, BTG is exploring the 
possibility of a community 
treatment plan that proper-
ty owners could purchase. A 
BTG hemlock survey is avail-
able at chautauquabtg.org 
and can also be found on the 
ExploreCHQ app. The survey 
will be open through Sept. 30 
to enable BTG to determine 
whether there is enough in-
terest in a spring 2026 com-
munity treatment plan. 

Anticipating questions 
about cost, Renjilian said that 
“if you can wrap your hands 
around a tree, treatment will 
cost $50 to $60. If you can 
wrap your arms around it, 
the cost will be about $250. 
Professional treatment on 
exposed bark can last for 
three to five years.”

Yet another threat to 
Chautauqua’s canopy is 
tree vandalism. In late July, 
gardens department mem-
bers discovered consider-
able damage to a basswood 
tree on South Lake Drive at 
South, near the Youth Ac-
tivities Center. Nearby, they 
also found large, improperly 
cut branches from the tree 
that had been thrown into 
the lake.

“Someone may have been 
trying to improve a view 
or lake access,” said John 
Shedd, vice president of 
campus planning and op-
erations. “It is prohibited to 
damage trees belonging to 
Chautauqua Institution. The 
minimum penalty for van-
dalizing a tree is $5,000 and 
the maximum is $10,000. … 
On your own property, you 
may trim but may not re-
move a tree without the In-
stitution’s permission.”

The first 50 feet of land 
along the shore belongs to 
Chautauqua Institution, 
except at Packard Manor, 
where the Institution owns 
25 feet, Shedd said. Some 
trees close to roads also be-
long to the Institution, al-
though distance is not the 
same on every street.

“These trees are Institu-
tion property for the enjoy-
ment of the entire commu-
nity,” said Shedd. “If a tree is 
pruned incorrectly, it could 
die.” For public safety and 
for tree health, he said, trees 
are trimmed during summer 
only in urgent situations. 

To report information re-
garding acts of tree vandal-
ism, Shedd advises contact-
ing Safety and Security at 

716-357-6225. To report an 
Institution tree that may need 
trimming or to verify wheth-
er a tree is owned by the In-
stitution, the call should be to 
Campus Planning and Opera-
tions at 716-357-6245. 

“We are happy to have a 
conversation about a tree, 
and if pruning is appropri-
ate, we can put it on the 
list,” he said. 

At times, the Institution 
engages an arborist to ad-
dress certain trees. “A ribbon 
around a tree means that 
tree health will be evaluat-
ed,” said Renjilian. Unfortu-
nately, when an aging tree 
becomes dangerous, it must 
be removed. A tree trunk 
painted with an X marks an 
unhealthy or unsafe tree that 
will be taken down. 

“This year, we had to re-
move a big oak on South 
Terrace that was near power 
transmission lines,” Burgeson 
said. “The removal cost for 
that tree was $12,100.” 

BTG is helping to miti-
gate tree loss with a fund-
raising campaign to restore 
and maintain the canopy. To 
honor Chautauqua’s 150th 
birthday, the organization 
initiated the 150 Trees for 
150 Years campaign in 2024. 
Through the effort, BTG in-
tends to plant 150 trees with-
in three years. 

BTG member Jean Fulk-
erson is leading the project, 
and hopes to bring attention 
to canopy stressors. 

“Unfortunately, we have 
a lot of trees near the end 
of their lifespan,” she said. 
“Growing zones are shifting 
from climate change. Sud-
den warmups followed by 
return to cold put a lot of 
stress on trees.”

A $1,500 donation to 150 
Trees provides a new tree 
and supports canopy care. A 
$1,000 donation funds sym-
bolic “adoption” of a beau-
tiful existing tree. New and 
adopted trees receive mark-
ers recognizing the honoree, 
and donors are encouraged 
to provide information about 
the person or group hon-
ored. That information will 

be visible through the Ex-
ploreCHQ app. Donations of 
$150 to support canopy care 
are also welcome.

Replacements are need-
ed in many places where 
dangerous aging trees have 
been removed. One such lo-
cation is lower Miller Park, 
where 10 new trees will be 
planted this fall. 

Tracing the roots of partnership caring for Chautauqua’s tree canopy

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Gardens and Landscaping team works to remove pieces of a Chautauqua Institution-owned basswood tree on July 30 near South 
and South Lake. The limbs were cut in an act of arboreal vandalism by an unknown individual.

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Above left, Bird Tree & Garden 
Club President Leslie Renjilian, 
left, and Supervisor of Gardens 
and Landscapes Betsy Burgeson 
hammer a stake marking the 
place where a new tree will 
replace a felled sugar maple Aug. 
13 in Miller Park. Above right, a 
sign marks a red maple seeking 
a sponsor, near South Lake. At 
right, Hemlock Woolly Ageldid 
clings to a hemlock bough.

See TREES, Page A4
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He continued, “It’s not about 
having the right answers but 
finding	 the	 right	 questions	
to ponder.  Being curious is 
more	 life	 giving	 than	 being	
right.	 That’s	 why	 we	 come	
to Chautauqua — not to have 
our	biases	confirmed,	but	 to	
expand our worldviews to 
‘see’ the world as it is.”

Melissa Spas, vice presi-
dent for religion at Chautau-
qua Institution, will preside. 
Kyle	Keogh,	interim	chief	ex-
ecutive for Chautauqua Insti-
tution, will read the scripture. 
The Chautauqua Choir, under 
the direction of Joshua Staf-
ford,	director	of	sacred	music	

and the Jared Jacobsen Chair 
for the Organist, will sing 
“Unless the Lord Build the 
House,” by Alfred V. Fedak and 
“Dear	Lord	and	Father,”	music	
by C.H.H. Parry, arranged by 
H.A.	 Chambers	 and	 text	 by	
John Greenleaf Whittier. 

Sutton served as the bish-
op of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Maryland and canon pas-
tor of Washington National 
Cathedral, where he direct-
ed the Cathedral’s Center for 
Prayer	 and	 Pilgrimage.	 He	
has also served as a college 
chaplain, parish priest and 
professor	 of	 homiletics	 and	
liturgy at Vanderbilt Universi-
ty Divinity School. A frequent 
leader of retreats focused on 
spirituality, nonviolence and 

social	justice,	he	has	led	mul-
tiple	missions	to	South	Africa.	
He	cofounded	Contempla-

tive Outreach of Maryland 
and Washington, an ecu-
menical	network	of	churches	
and	individuals	committed	to	
centering prayer and renew-
ing	 the	contemplative	gospel	
for	daily	living.	He	is	a	prolific	
writer and has contributed to 
multiple	books,	including	The 
Diversity of Centering Prayer 
and Reclaiming the Gospel of 
Peace: Challenging the Epi-
demic of Gun Violence. Sutton 
has	been	named	by	the	Cen-
ter	for	American	Progress	as	
one of “Fourteen Faith Lead-
ers to Watch” for his faith-led 
efforts	to	promote	nonviolent	
solutions	to	conflicts.

The	 ensemble	 marked	
their 50th anniversary in 
2023, kicking off a three-
year celebration both 
honoring its past and in-
vigorating its future.

Currently, Sweet Honey 
in	 the	Rock	comprises	 vo-
calists Carol Maillard, Lou-
ise Robinson, Aisha Kahlil, 
Nitanju Bolade Casel and 
Rochelle	Rice,	with	Romeir	
Mendez	on	upright	acous-
tic/electric bass as well as 
American	 Sign	 Language	
interpreter Barbara Hunt.

In a 2023 interview with 
John Soltes in Hollywood 
Soapbox, Maillard shared 
how Sweet Honey in the 
Rock got started.
“When	 we	 first	 started	

out, we weren’t thinking 
we’re going to be a sing-
ing group forever,” Maillard 
told Soltes. “We all were 
doing our theater and act-
ing careers, not trying to 
be a professional singing 
group. The singing group 
came	out	of	 the	work	 that	
we were doing in our the-
atrical	 studies	 —	 music,	
dance,	scene	study,	impro-
visation and stagecraft.”
Ensemble	members	take	

turns	programming	shows,	
Maillard said in her Holly-
wood Soapbox interview.

“Each person has their 
own style in how they want 
to engage the audience and 
tell Sweet Honey’s story 
and	 share	 the	 music	 and	
the	 messages,”	 she	 said	

then. “Everybody has their 
own way of doing it, so it’s 
always exciting.”

The original intention 
for Sweet Honey in the 
Rock	 was	 to	 perform	 in	
the D.C. area, Maillard 
said	 in	 the	 same	 inter-
view. Over 50 years later, 
they are an international-
ly	acclaimed	vocal	ensem-
ble, sharing a capella as 
well	 as	 African	 American	
music	and	culture.

“The fact that we’ve 
been here for 50 years 
blows	my	mind,	and	that’s	
the best way I can say it,” 
Maillard said in Hollywood 
Soapbox.	 “It	 blows	 my	
mind	because	I	can’t	think	
of	a	 female	group	singing	
the	kind	of	music	that	we	
sing, traveling the way we 
do.	 We’re	 not	 commer-
cial, so everything is very 
basic	 in	 terms	 of	 how	we	
get around and the places 
where	we	perform.”
The	 ensemble	 has	 per-

formed	 all	 over	 the	world,	
from	Carnegie	 Hall	 to	 the	
Sydney Opera House — and 
on every continent, save 
for Antarctica.

Maillard and Robinson 
made	up	half	of	the	original	
ensemble	in	1973,	alongside	
Mie Fredericks and found-
er Bernice Johnson Reagon. 

“I was there in the be-
ginning,	 and	now	 I’m	here	
years later,” Maillard said 
in Hollywood Soapbox. “… I 
hope there’s always going 
to be Sweet Honey in the 
Rock in the world.”

At	 8	 p.m.	 Sunday,	 the	 final	
Sacred Song Service of the 
summer	will	 be	 held	 in	 the	
Amphitheater.	 The	 Rt.	 Rev.	
Eugene Taylor Sutton, se-
nior pastor for Chautauqua, 
will preside. Melissa Spas, 
vice president for religion, 
and George T. Snyder, trust-
ee for life of Chautauqua In-
stitution, will be the readers. 

The Chautauqua Choir 
will sing under the direc-
tion of Joshua Stafford, di-
rector	of	sacred	music	and	
Jared Jacobsen Chair for 
the	Organist,	accompanied	
by Owen Reyda, 2025 organ 
scholar. Stafford creates 
each Sacred Song Service 
during	the	summer	season.

Like	 the	 first	 Sacred	
Song Service of the season, 
the Sunday evening service 
will be based on the 1903 
Chautauqua Hymnal and 
Liturgy.	A	prayer	by	Thom-
as	 A.	 Kempis	 will	 be	 read	
as	 a	 litany.	 A	 statement	 by	
Lewis Miller, co-founder 
of	 Chautauqua	 from	 the	
introduction to John Heyl 
Vincent’s book The Chau-
tauqua Movement reminds	
readers that Chautauqua 
was founded to be all-de-
nominational	and	universal	
as to creeds. 

“It was, at the start, 
made	catholic	as	to	creeds;	
not	 undenominational,	 but	
all-denominational,	 —	 a	
place	 where	 each	 denomi-
nation	or	 organizations,	 as	
at the great feasts, brings 

its best contribution which 
the particular order would 
develop as a consecrat-
ed	 offering	 for	 magnify-
ing God’s word and work; 
and, when gathered, each 
to bring its strongest light, 
and with the lights blend-
ing and the rays strength-
ened and focussed, with 
square	 and	 plumb,	 with	
compass	and	sun-dial,	with	
telescope	 and	 microscope,	
with	 steam-engine	 and	
telegraph, with laboratory 
and	black-board,	with	ham-
mer	 and	 spade,	 search	 out	
the	 deep	 and	 hidden	mys-
teries of the Book,” Miller 
wrote	 from	 Akron,	 Ohio,	
in	February	 1886,	fitting	as	
many	 clauses	 and	 creative	
punctuation into one sen-
tence as possible.

The	 music	 in	 Sunday’s	
service,	 from	 the	 opening	
“Day is Dying in the West,” 
to closing “Now the Day is 
Over,” and “Largo,” will also 
include	 the	 hymn	 “Break	
Thou the Bread of Life,” 
written	 by	William	 F.	 Sher-
win and Mary Lathbury for 
Chautauqua in 1877. The 
Chautauqua Choir will sing 
“The	House	of	Faith,”	music	
by Craig Philips and text by 
Carl P. Daw Jr. and “The Lord 
Bless You and Keep You,” 
music	 by	 John	 Rutter	 and	
text	from	Numbers	6:24.
Immediately	 after	 “Lar-

go,” Snyder will give the 
Three Taps of the Gavel 
address to close the 152nd 
Chautauqua season. His ti-
tle is “Did You Notice?”

L I V I N G  H I S T O R Y

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Lisa Bliss shakes Jon Schmitz’s hand after the Institution’s archivist and historian gives the summer’s  final Heritage Lecture Friday in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

Being curious is more 
life giving than being 
right. That’s why we 
come to Chautauqua — 
not to have our biases 
confirmed, but to expand 
our worldviews to ‘see’ 
the world as it is.”

— THE RT. REV.  
EUGENE SUTTON

Senior Pastor, 
Chautauqua Institution

“We will work with you to 
choose a tree and location,” 
Fulkerson said. “We would 
encourage friends, neigh-
bors,	 or	 community	 groups	
to collaborate to plant or 
adopt	 a	 tree.”	 For	 example,	
BTG is grateful to the Mc-
Clure	 family	 members	 who	
are planting a tree near Brat-
ton	 Theater	 in	 memory	 of	
Bob and Sally McClure. 

BTG provides annual sup-
port through tree plant-
ings,	 treatment,	 endowment,	
maps,	markers	and	education	
—	 Renjilian	 said	 in	 the	 first	
year of adoptions and spon-
sored plantings, BTG expects 
its tree spending to be at least 
$32,000	—	and	works	closely	
with Chautauqua Foundation. 

Based upon contributions 
so far this year, trees donated 
to	150	Trees,	along	with	some	
Tribute Trees given directly 
to Chautauqua Foundation, 
will lead to the planting of at 
least 31 new trees. 

Renjilian is passionate 
about	 the	 importance	 of	
growing the Tree Fund with-
in Chautauqua Foundation. 

“Every tree donation and 
tree adoption through the 150 
Tree	campaign	adds	$1,000	to	

the	 Tree	 Fund	 endowment,”	
she said. “We need that fund 
to	be	so	much	larger.”

Debbie Moore, executive 
director of Chautauqua Foun-
dation, expressed gratitude 
for BTG’s close collaboration 
and	commitment	 to	building	
the	 Tree	 Fund	 endowment,	
now	exceeding	$100,000.	The	
Tree Fund generates approx-
imately	$4,000	each	year	 for	
canopy care. 

“This initiative is further 
strengthened by the Walter 
C.	Shaw,	Jr.	Family	Tree	Fund,	
established by Andrew and 
Gayle	Shaw	Camden	in	honor	
of Gayle’s father,” Moore said. 
“Most recently, Caroline Van 
Kirk Bissell has taken inspir-
ing steps to create her own 
endowment	 for	 trees	 with	
plans	to	begin	funding	it	im-
mediately	 as	 well	 as	 grow	 it	
further	 through	 a	 gift	 from	
her estate.”

Nurturing our shaded 
paths and leafy canopy for 
current and future gener-
ations will require the un-
ceasing effort and support 
of	 many	 Chautauquans.	
Burgeson’s insightful words 
remind	 us	 that	 it	 is	 not	 too	
late	to	make	a	difference.	
“People	do	not	realize	the	

importance	 of	 trees,”	 she	
said, “until they are gone.”
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CODY ENGLANDER
STAFF WRITER

During the Week Nine 
Forum Dialogues ses-
sion Monday in the Hall of 
Christ, Interim Chief Ex-
ecutive Kyle Keogh, mem-
bers of the board’s Finan-
cial Sustainability Working 
Group, and other executives 
at the Institution fielded 
questions and propositions 
about forecasted budget 
cuts scheduled to hit in the 
days and weeks after the 
season end. Monday’s was 
the third town hall- style 
conversation following Ke-
ogh’s announcements of the 
budget cuts on July 28, and 
the first since an update he 
gave earlier Monday.

Keogh recognized what 
has improved over the past 
year, focusing on ticketing 
and food services. The main 
issue continues to be low-
er-than-expected atten-
dance levels, mainly from 
one-week ticket holders — 
which isn’t helped by the 
lack of housing inside the 
Institution’s gates.

“We think we’ve lost be-
tween 15 and 25% of our 
rental capacity,” Keogh said. 

He also hopes that 
philanthropy and endow-
ments may be the future 
of certain aspects of the 
grounds going forward.

The Chautauquan Daily 
doesn’t appear to be going 
away in print, though Ke-
ogh noted a price hike. He 
also noted that he’s learned 
it’s not just a job, but an 
educational program for 
young journalists, espe-
cially in the age of artificial 
intelligence. 

Going forward, Keogh 
wants to continue to appeal 
to the younger crowd and 
diversify the age groups 
within the grounds.

“We’ve done very well 
this year with the under-20 
crowd,” Keogh said. “Club 
has had one of its best 
years. How do we sustain 
that? How do we continue 
to evolve those areas?”

The first idea from com-
munity members was the 
suggestion to add camp-
grounds outside the In-
stitution as a solution for 
housing. Keogh believes it’s 
a bit of a risk. Most peo-
ple want to stay inside the 
grounds, which this pro-
posed idea doesn’t offer.

A potential solution to 
the Chautauqua housing 
crisis is adding condos. The 
board has consulted with 
real estate developers about 
housing on the grounds. 

Michelle Shader, a com-
munity member, suggest-
ed short-term economical 
apartment units.

Another community 
member, Jimmy Carroll 
suggested “mini” houses, 
described as “100-square 
feet on a slab with a com-
munity kitchen.”

Those wouldn’t have the 
proper density needed to 
solve the issue at large, Ke-
ogh said, though they may 
be good options outside 
the grounds. He proposed 
more denominational 
houses as a way to supple-
ment accommodations.

He noted about 25% of 
single-week attendees stay 
at denominational houses. 
While it doesn’t solve the 
entire issue, it does offer 
some housing and increas-
es diversity on the grounds, 
another point of emphasis 
for Keogh. The main issue is 
the density on the grounds 
and where to develop.

The conversation then 
transitioned to program-
ming, where Keogh stated 
there are no planned cuts to 
any “specific large area.” He 
looks to cut around some 
of the edges, and pull back 
funding in certain areas. 

Senior Vice President 
and Chief Program Officer 
Deborah Sunya Moore dis-
cussed the cost of larger 
evening acts. 

“A lot of these big artists 
might have the largest fees, 
anywhere from $100,000 to 
$250,000 for a night,” she 
said. “Those are huge fees 
for Chautauqua.”

However, Chautauqua 
makes that money back 
from parking, tickets, food 
and drinks. 

“You might be surprised 
to know that where you 
make the least money or 
lose money, is on nights 
where we have a low- or 
middle-fee artist that might 
cost $10,000, $20,000 but it 
might have zero single tick-
et sales,” Moore said, clari-
fying a point from an ear-
lier Forum Dialogues about 
booking emerging artists. 

A community member 
who did not state his name 

brought up the idea of using 
the grounds for more con-
ferences during the shoul-
der seasons, but Moore ref-
erenced the increasing lack 
of accommodations to host 
more conferences — es-
pecially during the winter 
months. 

Keogh stressed philan-
thropy as an answer to 
some of the cuts. 

“If we don’t rely on philan-
thropy, we would need to 
increase our prices pretty 
substantially,” he said.

Some ideas were sug-
gested to innovate online. 
Packaging lectures togeth-
er online was a proposed 
idea from an attendee who 
did not state her name. 
Moore stated that this 
could result in different 
structural contracts with 

speakers, though it may be 
a future plan. 

Another suggested idea 
was the reintroduction of 
the Food Festival — which 
has been announced as re-
turning for two weeks in 
2026 — from a community 
member who did not state 
her name. 

Keogh closed the last 
of the season’s Forum Di-
alogues by thanking those 
present.

“Thank you for taking 
the time and for your love 
for Chautauqua,” he said. 
“This is a special place. It’s 
a special place to me, to my 
family, to all of you. We have 
a great past, a good pres-
ent, and probably an even 
more impressive future, if 
we all do this together.”
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Keogh, staff hold final Forum Dialogues session of 2025 season

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquans give a show of hands to demonstrate who attended the “Pathway to Financial Resilience” 
community update webinar earlier Monday, prior to the Forum Dialogues that day in the Hall of Christ.

“Our long-term attendance 
will not meet our objec-
tives,” Keogh said. “This is 
actually the first year in a 
long time we’ve actually 
seen attendance decline 
slightly from last year.”

Compared to 2019, the 
grounds are down 13% in 
overnight or long-term pa-
trons. There is a decline of 
190 people per day at Chau-
tauqua since 2019 — not 
dramatic, and recoverable, 
he said.

Heading into the 2026 
Summer Assembly, Keogh 
and the board of trustees 
have four goals: focus on the 
nine-week season, invest 
$4.2 million in annual cap-
ital preservation, maintain 
an adequate cash balance 
and position Chautauqua to 
attract and retain the best 
talent, including the next 
president of Chautauqua. 

Plans have been put in 
place already to achieve 
these goals and attempt to 
draw in new guests. 

“We’re going to reduce 
the staff housing use next 
year inside the gates,” Keogh 
said. “That does two things. 
One, it lowers our costs, be-
cause it’s very expensive, 

as you know, to rent inside 
the Institution. And two is, 
it frees up that space to get 
part of those 190 people 
back that we need.”

One of the decided cuts 
is the Grounds Access Pass. 
Originally introduced after 
the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Keogh said it was 
a work-around — and more 
affordable — option for pa-
trons that also prevented 
a crowded Amphitheater. 
The office in Washington 
D.C. will also be closed as a 
cost-saving measure. 

Lastly, while nothing is 
official, Keogh said he and 
the board are eyeing reduc-
tions in personnel, expenses 
not directly related to pro-
gram, and certain invest-
ments aligned with both de-
mand and philanthropy.

“Some of the areas, like 
the symphony, like the the-
ater, like the opera, you’d 
usually expect 50%  to 70% 
of the revenue required for 
that to come from philan-
thropy, and right now we 
get some portions of that, 
but not anywhere near that 
level,” Keogh said.

He spoke on short-term 
areas of focus, noting 
off-season work hosting 
conferences and weddings, 
both profitable areas. 

Next, an area of focus 
the Institution will look 
at is the return rates of 
new Chautauquans. Sev-
enty-eight percent of new 
Chautauquans don’t return, 
but 20% do. One of the 
ways to retain new Chau-
tauquans is with housing 
—  and the Institution has 
limited spaces to house 
newcomers. 

“Between 2015 and 2025 
our rental capacity declined 
15% in terms of the build-
ings, and 27% actually fewer 
units to rent,” Keogh said.

Moving staff off grounds 
will help, as well as the 
creation of a subcommit-
tee on the board dedicat-
ed to solving this problem. 
He noted a potential long-
term solution, hoping to 
add condo-style housing 
on the grounds.

The target for budget 
cuts, he said, remains $4 mil-
lion to $6 million, and he’s 
heard community support 
for shuttering the D.C. of-
fice and discontinuing the 
Grounds Access Pass. He’s 
also received feedback that 
the Institution’s IDEA (in-
clusion, diversity, equity and 
accessibility) work is a prior-
ity, and reported that philan-
thropy for that department 
has already been pledged.

Keogh has also heard the 
community’s response to 
The Chautauquan Daily’s 
projected $170,000 defi-
cit, and the sentiment ex-
pressed has been that read-
ers want to continue the 
print edition of the news-
paper — but this means an 
increase in subscription 
costs and ad rates.

Keogh closed with a dis-
cussion of Chautauqua’s 
mission going forward, and 

an outline of next steps. 
The Chautauqua Institu-
tion Board of Trustees has 
its quarterly meeting Sat-
urday, in which trustees 
will receive a report on the 
2025 season. According to 
the presentation, “broader/
deeper staff engagement” 
will happen between Mon-
day’s webinar, in the final 
week of the season, and 
Sept. 5, the week immedi-
ately following. 

The board of trustees 
will have a special meeting 
on Sept. 13, and staff will 
have a 2026 budget before 
the board for preliminary 
review in early November.

Community updates 
should be expected in ear-
ly October, mid-November, 
and again in mid-Decem-
ber after the board’s final 
approval of the 2026 bud-
get and the $4 million to $6 
million in reductions.

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquan Bob Schloss suggests that the Institution attempt to 
procure a river boat to moor on its shores as a means to address the 
housing problem during the Forum Dialogues session Monday in the 
Hall of Christ.



Author David Brooks has offered compelling insights 
on how to live a purposeful life — emphasizing deep 
commitments, character formation, engagement 
with “thick communities” and service to others. He 

argues that meaning is found through deep relationships and 
the ability to “see others deeply and be deeply seen.” I’ve been 
reflecting on purpose a lot lately, so I thought I’d write about 
it for this season’s closing column. 

When I first interviewed at Chautauqua, I felt a profound 
sense of being “called” to this place. It was clear to me that I 
would have the opportunity to engage in meaningful, pur-
pose-driven work. My higher calling — or life’s purpose, as 
some might say — is to gently and thoughtfully help transform 
communities to become more inclusive, diverse, equitable 
and accessible: IDEA. I believe I’ve played a small role in mov-
ing Chautauqua along that path. 

My late mentor and I had a tradition of meeting the week 

after graduation to reflect on the highs and lows of the aca-
demic year. He encouraged me to intentionally identify and 
appreciate the moments where I found meaning and purpose 
in my vocation. He would ask me to recount no fewer than 
five examples that nourished my professional soul. I’d like to 
share a few of those Chautauqua moments with you. 

One early moment was a two-hour mobility scooter ride 
alongside Terrie Vaile Hauck. Experiencing Chautauqua from 
the perspective of someone who relies entirely on a scooter 
to access spaces and events transformed my thinking. Terrie 
began as a vocal critic, but our relationship evolved — she 
became a mentor, a friend and a champion of my work. I cried 
deeply when I learned of her passing earlier this year. 

Another moment of affirmation came from pain. After a 
challenging incident left an artist feeling unsafe and othered, 
I sat with him to process his experience. We sat on the floor, 
his tears releasing not only the hurt from that moment but 
also the weight of past trauma. As a former college dean, I’ve 
had many such conversations with young people. Somehow, I 
knew what to say and how to be present — to be a bridge over 
troubled waters. These moments are difficult, but they are 

also sacred. They remind me of the gift of human connection. 
There are countless stories like these. I feel vocational 

purpose when a patron tells me he was considering not re-
turning because he could no longer hear lectures — until the 
new ListenWifi technology changed everything. Now, he can’t 
wait to come back. I share the joy of a new patron of color 
who described his first visit as a “magical day.” I see the pride 
of a parent watching her neurodiverse child bloom at Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club. I hear the booming voice of a blind patron 
singing hymns in the Amphitheater, finally able to participate 
thanks to braille access. In each of these moments, I quietly 
think: What a gift to have played a small part in making this 
moment possible. 

Let me be clear — I didn’t write this column to pat myself 
on the back. I wrote it to share a personal ritual of reflection 
I engage in at the end of each season. These stories feed my 
soul and affirm my calling to be here. More importantly, I 
wrote this to invite you into your own practice of reflection, 
gratitude and meaning-making. 

What are your Chautauqua moments that remind you 
that you are called to be here? What transformed you this 
season? What acts of service did you engage in? Where did 
you “see” others, and where did you “feel seen”? Where did 
you find meaning, purpose, joy and human connection? I hope 
you had many of these magical moments — and that they lead 
you to say, as I do: I am called to be here. 

Until we meet again, 
Amit Taneja 
Senior Vice President for Community Relations
Chief Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Accessibility Officer 

Dear Chautauquans, 
As the final words and melodies of the 2025 

Summer Assembly echo through our grounds and 
hearts, one sentiment rises above all: deep and 

abiding gratitude. 
Gratitude for your presence, your passion and your unwav-

ering belief in Chautauqua’s mission. This season has been a 
tapestry woven with your ideas, your energy, and your love 
— for learning, for community and for one another. And that’s 
before we even begin to speak of the extraordinary program-
ming that shaped our nine weeks together. 

We extend heartfelt thanks to the speakers, artists, 
preachers and teachers who guided us through conversations 
that were both timely and timeless. To our staff — who cu-
rated, supported and stretched alongside us — we offer deep 
appreciation. And to our recreation teams, who reminded us 
that caring for the body is as vital as nurturing the mind and 
spirit, we say thank you. 

I also want to ask the entire community to join me in 
offering a special word of thanks to our leadership groups: 
the Chautauqua Institution Board of Trustees, Chautauqua 
Foundation Board of Directors, Chautauqua Hotel Compa-
ny Board of Directors, and the executive team, all of whom 
have stepped up in extraordinary ways this summer to buoy 
Chautauqua during a unique period of transition. Wheth-
er it is Trustee for Life George Snyder stepping in to open 
and close our Assembly by delivering the Three Taps of the 

Gavel Addresses, Tim Renjilian offering the Bestor Society 
Address, or trustees, directors and executive team members 
helping to host special programs and events, we have all 
gotten to know our organization’s leaders in a slightly differ-
ent way this summer, and I know we have enjoyed this shift. 
Who knows? Maybe we’ve created some new traditions, 
soon to be cherished! 

As we turn the page toward 2026 (and yes, even 2027), our 
planning continues with your voices at the center. Please 

share your ideas at 2026.chq.org — your input is essential to 
shaping what comes next. 

Before we say goodbye for the season, we invite you to join 
us for a special post-season concert on Sept. 5, featuring Bon-
nie Raitt and Jimmie Vaughan & the Tilt-A-Whirl Band. This 
event marks the beginning of a new pilot initiative to enhance 
the Amphitheater experience with food and beverage conces-
sions — including beer and wine — available in and around the 
venue. We’re approaching this thoughtfully, with community 
dialogue guiding our steps, and we’ll share what we learn as 
we consider future possibilities. 

We’re also navigating important changes to ensure Chau-
tauqua’s financial resilience for generations to come. Updates 
will be shared through email, webinars and our Community 
Portal at chq.org. 

Whether you call Chautauqua home year-round, are 
preparing to return next summer, or split your time between 
communities, please know this: You are part of something 
enduring and extraordinary. We look forward to staying con-
nected throughout the year and to the next moment we can 
lean fully into Chautauqua’s mission — together. 

With gratitude, anticipation and all the best,
Kyle Keogh
Interim Chief Executive
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GABRIEL WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Like they say, “The winner 
takes it all,” and the loser 
goes extinct?

At 10:45 a.m. Friday in 
the Amphitheater, Ella 
Al-Shamahi closed out the 
Chautauqua Lecture Se-
ries for 2025, and its Week 
Nine theme of “Past Informs 
Present: How to Harness 
History.” Al-Shamahi is a 
National Geographic Ex-
plorer, paleoanthropologist 
and evolutionary biologist 
whose research has focused 
on Neanderthals.

Clips of her new show “Hu-
man” — premiering Sept. 18 
on PBS — showed Al-Shama-
hi investigating the story of 
humanity’s evolution and 
opened up the lecture refut-
ing the idea of humans’ pre-
destined greatness. 

“We were not the great-
est species of human. We 
were not the fastest, not the 
strongest, not the smartest. 
We were just the latest in a 
long line of other humans. In 
fact, some would call us the 
underdog. And yet, in the 
space of just a few thousand 
years, look around — we are 
the only ones left and the 
most dominant form of life 
on this planet,” Al-Shamahi 
said. “How on earth did this 
happen? They say that histo-
ry is written by the victors. 
What if the others didn’t just 
lose? What if they went ex-
tinct? This is our story, the 
story of Homo sapiens. But 
then again, folks, there real-
ly is no one left to refute it.”

Al-Shamahi finds two big 
problems with the image of 
human evolution typically 
presented to the public: the 
lack of women involved and 
a linear march forward that 
isn’t indicative of humanity’s 
fascinating nuance.

Al-Shamahi compares the 
world of our ancestors to 
The Lord of the Rings; when 
humans first turned up on 
the scene 300,000 years 
ago, we shared Earth with 
at least six other species of 
humans — but Al-Shamahi 
believes that number is just 
the tip of the iceberg. A team 
of archaeologists found an 
unexpected skeleton at least 
70,000 years old on the In-
donesian island of Sulawesi; 
while the skeleton belonged 
to an adult, it came up to 
only about 1 meter and 6 
centimeters tall. 

“This was a bomb shell of a 
discovery. (The adults) were 
the size of a 4-year-old child 
and lived on the island, only 

on this island in Indonesia 
with giant Komodo dragons, 
giant storks taller than me 
and giant rats,” Al-Shamahi 
said. “Just imagine it. In our 
world, there were once hu-
mans the size of penguins 
hunting elephants the size 
of cows. When I say it was 
like Lord of the Rings, I am 
not kidding. It was fantasti-
cal, only it was real.”

Archaeology is like a jig-
saw puzzle in that there 
are different techniques 
like stones, fossils, DNA and 
bones to parse out where we 
come from geographically. 
The Out of Africa Theory 
maintains that humans first 
evolved in Africa, then mi-
grated to other areas. 

“It turns out that all of 
us from outside of Africa, 
we can trace our ancestry 
to about 10,000 people who 
left Africa 60,000 years ago. 
Only, we started as a species 
300,000 years ago. So did 
we never leave Africa? Turns 
out we left Africa loads. We 
kept trying to leave Africa 
and populate the rest of the 
world — only it never took,” 
Al-Shamahi said. “We were 
constantly going locally ex-
tinct outside of Africa. It was 
like we hadn’t cracked the 
code of how to exist outside 
of Africa when so many of 
the other species had.”

Al-Shamahi referenced 
a time when Neanderthals 
and humans lived together 
at the same time under the 
same mountain in Israel in 
two different caves. Only 
one species went extinct. 

“The only possible expla-
nation in my mind for why we 
kept leaving Africa and dis-
appearing, not being able to 
get a foothold, is that those 
other species were formida-
ble,” Al-Shamihi said. “They 

were incredible competition. 
And that doesn’t suit us, does 
it? In the way we tell our sto-
ry, we paint ourselves as the 
pinnacle of human evolution, 
as if we arrived on the scene 
and were immediately us. But 
actually, that’s not the case.”

When Al-Shamahi en-
tered a Neanderthals’ cave 
and saw adult and children 
handprints on the walls, 
she immediately burst into 
tears. This could serve as 
evidence of art, or juvenile 
delinquents, or spirituality 
or even warnings — like the 
hand on stop signs. 

“I personally think those 
handprints are all of the 
above. They’re the ground 
zero of all of it. The hand-
prints with time become 
the Sistine Chapel, reli-
gion, Banksy. Those hand-
prints, with time, become 
road signs,” Al-Shamahi 
said. “Isn’t it hard to not be 
impressed with these oth-
er human species? We have 
done them dirty in the way 
we have talked about them. 
In fact, there are a lot of pa-
leoanthropologists today 
that will tell you, if we were 
to line up all of the other 
species of human and you 
were to ask who was going 
to make it, I will be honest 
with you, I would not be put-
ting the money on us.”

However, something 
started to change about 

100,000 years ago due to two 
big adaptations: a change in 
brain organization as seen 
by skull shape, and sheer 
numbers. The combination 
leads to cumulative culture, 
the idea that every single 
generation builds upon the 
previous generations’ sci-
ence, art and technology. 

“More people allows for 
more specialization. And 
what do you think fosters the 
kind of cooperation which 
our species is famous for? 
Something when you might 
not guess — tribalism. Trib-
alism fosters cooperation,” 
Al-Shamahi said. “Tribalism 
is all around us.”

Ritual is one way that hu-
mans cultivate shared mean-
ing that bonds us to our 
tribes. This kind of bonding 
is a part of what makes leav-
ing tribes so hard; Al-Shama-
hi recently started talking 
about her own experience 
leaving her creationist tribe 
when she found herself be-
lieving in evolution as a col-
lege student. 

“That reaction that I had 
to leaving my tribe, crying 
my eyes out about it, was the 
correct response. As some-
body who studies human 
evolution, that is a response 
that was baked into us,” 
Al-Shamahi said. “It’s not 
supposed to be easy to leave 
your tribe. It’s not supposed 
to be good. It’s supposed to 

be hard. Because your tribe 
keeps you alive.”

Dancing is another way 
humans bond with one an-
other, even through social 
media trends. There was a 
study done where strangers 
participated in a silent dis-
co, dancing together for just 
a few minutes; at the end, 
the dancers really believed 
the others were “their kind 
of people” — even imagining 
them to have the same polit-
ical beliefs. 

“If you really want to 
bring two people together, 
one of the best things you 
can do scientifically is to 
play music and get them to 
dance together. It’s incredi-
ble. Tribalism can be beauti-
ful. It brings us together. But 
tribalism is marvelous for 
the in-group,” Al-Shamahi 
said. “It can be an absolute 
disaster for the out-group.” 

When Al-Shamahi was 
looking to conduct a proj-
ect on the Yemeni island of 
Socotra, she had significant 
problems getting there. A 
flight into the Yemen main-
land would have landed the 
team in an Al-Qaeda strong-
hold, a private charter re-
quired high level clearance, 
and a cargo ship would have 
sailed through pirate waters. 

“It is a tragedy for science 
and these places if we’re 
not doing research there. 
It’s what you call low-hang-
ing fruit,” Al-Shamahi said. 
“This is the golden age, in 
my opinion, of paleoanthro-
pologists; the discoveries 
being made by colleagues 
are mind boggling.”

The discovery of a tiny 
finger bone of a Neanderthal 
turned out to actually be a 
discovery of a whole new 
species of ancient humans 
— the Denisovans. The mu-
tation that allows Tibetans 
to exist at extremely high al-
titudes actually comes from 
mixed-species breeding 
with the Denisovans. 

There are many different 
theories as to why the oth-
er species of humans went 
extinct. Numbers were a big 
part of Homo sapiens’ as-
cendency as it meant a re-
plenishing source in Africa 
and the ability to invent bet-
ter technology. 

“Numbers are a pretty 
unsexy answer to why we 
made it. I will give you one 
more answer. It goes back 
to us crossing to Australia. 
No other species of human 
had ever crossed to Aus-
tralia. If you think about it, 
it is an insane act we did. 
Our ancestors looked out 
to an open ocean with no 
idea what was on the other 
side,” Al-Shamahi said. “Us-
ing rafts, because we hadn’t 
invented boats, they went 
out and sailed into the open 
ocean. It was an act, in my 
opinion, of pure madness, 
and it was not done by just 
a few people. It was done, 
we think, by hundreds of the 
first Australians.”

Al-Shamahi finds that 
time is who we are. It of-
fers perspective on the true 
adaptability of humanity 
while contextualizing the 
balance that has historically 
been respected. 

“  I do not know what to 
make of our species. On 
the one hand, our ances-
tors were so inventive. They 
were so resilient and cre-
ative; it’s hard to not be im-
pressed. It’s impossible to 
not be impressed. And we 
should be incredibly grate-
ful for them,” Al-Shama-
hi said. “Truthfully, if they 
hadn’t been so successful, 
would we really be here? On 
the other hand, our success 
is so extreme that it con-
stantly seems to be at the 
expense of those around us. 
Other human species and, as 
we can see today, other an-
imals. I don’t know what to 
do with that.”

In season’s final lecture, Al-Shamahi presents reasons for human dominion

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ella Al-Shamahi, palaeoanthropologist, evolutionary biologist and National Geographic Explorer, lights candles as an example of tribal ritual 
as she delivers the final morning lecture of the season Friday in the Amphitheater. 

They say that history is 
written by the victors. 
What if the others didn’t 
just lose? What if they 
went extinct? This is our 
story, the story of Homo 
sapiens. But then again, 
folks, there really is no 
one left to refute it.”

— ELLA AL-SHAMAHI
Palaeoanthropologist,  

Evolutionary Biologist,  
National Geographic Explorer
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Thank You To Our Readers

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
The Acrobats of Cirque-Tacular troupe members James Ryan, left, and Harold Moeller read the Daily article previewing their 
performance Aug. 5 in the Athenaeum Hotel Lobby Lounge following their performance in the Amphitheater that evening. 

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Nick and Sandy Stupiansky read the Daily’s coverage of Ida by Lamplight 
and Sitcom while waiting for the performance to begin Aug. 8 in 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall.

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Dottie Harnish reads the Daily before Robin 
Wright’s morning lecture Aug. 13 in the 
Amphitheater.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Julie Osborn reads the Daily Tuesday on Bestor Plaza after 
attending Morgan Freeman’s Chautauqua Lecture Series 
presentation.

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Hubert and Rose Spears, who have been visiting Chautauqua for 35 years, share a copy of The Chautauquan Daily’s weekend edition during the final Art in the Park of the season Aug. 3 in Miller Park.

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Daily readers before a performance by the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra July 31 in the Amphitheater.

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Parker Smith reads the Daily Aug. 6 amidst the floral colors of 
Odland Plaza.

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Don Friedman reads the Daily on Library Day, July 31, at the 
Smith Memorial Library.

Each June, editors Sara Toth and Dave Munch welcome 
a new batch of student interns to the newsroom of The 
Chautauquan Daily. Many in the group, selected from 

leading journalism programs across the country, have just 
set foot on the grounds for the first time. On that first day 
of orientation, we tell them that this is a newpaper unlike 
anything they have encountered before — due to the richness 
and diversity of the programming they will cover, yes — but 
also because this newspaper has a readership unlike any they 
have ever served. We open that first day by explaining that 
Chautauquans love this newspaper. We tell them that no one 
besides their parents — and, of course, their editors here — 
will engage more deeply with the stories they write, the photos 
they take and the pages they design. 

You, the readers, have never failed to live up to that promise. 
Each summer you welcome the Daily sta! with open arms; you 
greet them as they walk to and from their assignments, welcome 
them onto your porches and into your homes, and invite them 
not just to cover this community, but to be a part of it. 

Former Daily interns will go on to work in newsrooms around 
the country. To them, the name Chautauqua will always evoke 
memories of the place where they did some of their best work, 
where they built the foundations that have carried them on to 
the positions they hold now, and where a community of astute 
and engaged readers made their summer at Chautauqua a 
uniquely formative experience.

As we close out the final hours of the Daily’s 149th season, we 
look forward to celebrating our sesquicentennial next summer with 
you, the readers. Next June, a new cohort will walk through the 
newsroom doors, and again the promise will hold true that their 
summer at the Daily will be unlike anything they have experienced, 
because of a readership that is uniquely Chautauquan.

Thank you for reading. 
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STAFF WRITER

As Chautauquans walk into 
the Hall of Philosophy any 
number of events — from 
the Interfaith Lecture Se-
ries or the Chautauqua Lit-
erary and Scientific Circle 
presentations during the 
summer, to a wedding or 
gathering in the off-season 
— they will notice a new 
shine beneath their feet. 
Fourteen of the 51 historic 
class mosaics of the CLSC 
have been restored, mark-
ing the second full year in 
a five-year repair plan to 
preserve a unique part of 
Chautauqua’s legacy.

“It’s an encyclopedia on 
the ground, and it’s telling 
you the history of Chautau-
qua,” said Karen Paul, vice 
president of the CLSC Class 
of 2000. 

Each mosaic embedded 
into the floor of the Hall 
of Philosophy represents 
a CLSC graduating class — 
often depicting its symbol, 
plant and motto — dating 
back to the earliest days of 
Chautauqua’s reading pro-
gram. The Class of 2000, 
the last to be memorialized 
in the floor, is now spear-
heading the campaign to 
repair the integral part of 
CLSC history.

Paul has partnered with 
Ryan Boughton — Associ-
ate AIA Member and the 
Institution’s administrator 
of architectural and land 

use regulations and capi-
tal projects manager — and 
local artist Denise Stebbins 
to breathe life back into the 
mosaics. Since the inaugu-
ral “Pioneer Class” of the 
CLSC graduated in 1882, 
the wear and tear of activ-
ity on the site has result-
ed in 37 of the 51 mosaics 
needing repair. 

The project began in 
2000 under the guidance 
of CLSC Class of 2000 
President Tom Rowe, who 
worked on repairs for 17 
years until his health be-
gan to decline, and the In-
stitution oversaw minor 
repairs for the next seven 
years. Initially a $10,000 
endowment, the efforts of 
Paul and community mem-
bers have garnered $51,000 
across 250 people to work 
toward the goal of comple-
tion. Anyone interested in 
contributing to the cause 
can do so at donorbox.
org/the-mosaic-project .
That funding will be used 
not only for artistic res-
toration, but also for sur-
rounding concrete repairs 
and protective sealing to 
prevent further damage.

Paul emphasized that 
the community has ral-
lied to the cause, inside 
and outside the gates. 
From community members 
such as Ruth Nelson sell-
ing T-shirts and tote bags 
decorated with mosaics 
to Jamestown Kitchen and 

Tile generously gifting Paul 
free tiles, the community 
has risen to the cause.

The repairs are more 
than tilework — they are a 
preservation of Institution 
history. Stebbins herself 
was married in the Hall of 
Philosophy. Paul recalled 
a time in which Stebbins 
spent an entire night retil-
ing a mosaic, with her hus-
band holding up a flashlight 
at 11:30 p.m. in advance of a 
wedding the next morning.

“I’ve learned so much 
by working with an artist,” 
Paul said. “She is so partic-
ular.”

The effort of tile-match-
ing and acquiring tile is 
no easy feat. Paul shared 
that she has reached out to 
over 100 public and private 
companies in an effort to 
find proper fits for a largely 
unknown tile history.

“We had no record of 
where any tiles came from,” 
Paul said.

To prevent further gaps 
in knowledge, Paul and the 
others are consciously cat-
aloguing details about the 
tiles to help with future 
maintenance. Boughton 
emphasized the impor-
tance of the shift.

“Moving forward, we’ll 
have all the information — 
products, specs, tile types 
— and Karen’s also com-
piled the history behind a 
lot of the mosaics,” he said.

Paul is working with 
Daily reporter and author 
Mary Lee Talbot to compile 
the history of the mosaics 
into a book, adding a liter-
ary dimension to the artis-
tic restoration.

The Hall of Philosophy, 
a National Historic Land-
mark and included on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places as part of the 
Chautauqua Historic Dis-
trict, is one of Chautauqua’s 
most beloved and iconic 
structures. The restoration 
is not merely aesthetic, but 
a reflection of the commu-
nity’s commitment to pre-
serving its shared heritage.

“With restoration proj-

ects like this that have 
been fully grassroots-led 
by enthusiastic communi-
ty members, it really shows 
how much this community 
cares about the place and 
how much they want to 
support things that mean a 
lot to everybody that comes 
here,” Boughton said.

As the project aims for 
completion in 2028 to cele-
brate the 150th anniversa-
ry of the CLSC’s creation, 

Paul has given lectures 
throughout the summer 
to update Chautauquans 
on the progress and been 
approached by ushers to 
compliment the difference 
that has been made.

“I think it’s brought a lot 
of awareness to people who 
never before stopped to look 
at the mosaics,” she said.

Alongside the physi-
cal restoration, the In-
stitution’s grounds team 

has changed its approach 
to maintenance — wash-
ing the floor by hand and 
avoiding placing benches 
on them to reduce damage. 
Looking to the future of 
the project, Paul expressed 
gratitude to the communi-
ty members involved and 
the Institution.

“We couldn’t have done 
the project without Chau-
tauqua helping us,” Paul 
said.

Hall of Philosophy mosaic restoration 
efforts see more success in 2nd year

HG BIGGS / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Fourteen of the 51 historic Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle class mosaics in the Hall of 
Philosophy have been restored as of this year. 

Bryant Day welcomes in new reading year, themed ‘Translation’
SUSIE ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

Last weekend, 12 bells and 
four books rang in the new 
reading year for the Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scien-
tific Circle. 

At 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
a crowd of Chautauquans 
gathered outside the Miller 
Bell Tower to commemorate 
a new reading year and cel-
ebrate the recent graduates 
from the CLSC. 

The ceremony includes 
a reading from a poem, 
call-and-responses related 
to the power of reading and, 
perhaps most importantly, 
the reveal of the very first 
CLSC reading selections for 
the year.

Originally held in the fall, 
the celebration commemo-
rates William Cullen Bryant, 
an early proponent for the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle, which was 
founded in 1878. 

“Bryant encouraged the 
CLSC that Chautauqua should 
not just exist here within the 
gates in what was then a two- 
to three-week season, but in-
stead project outward,” said 
Jordan Steves, the Emily and 
Richard Smucker Chair for 
Education.

The ceremony opened 
with Alumni Association 
of the CLSC President Pat 
McDonald reading from a 
poem by Mrs. Grace Living-
ston-Hill-Lutz — an annual 
tradition — and Chautau-
qua’s Motet Choir led the 
crowd in a song reflecting 
on the joys of reading.

Steves announced the 

2025–26 CLSC vertical 
theme: “Translation.”

“Translation is more than 
a rendition of words from 
one language to another,” 
he said. “Translation invokes 
how we convey meaning to 
one another, person-to-per-
son, country-to-country 
and page-to-page.”

In 2026, Chautauquans are 
encouraged to explore what 
it means to translate global-
ly, locally and personally in a 
year that celebrates Ameri-
ca’s semiquincentennial.

Managing Director of Lit-
erary Arts Stephine Hunt 
unwrapped the first book, 
This is the Only Kingdom: A 
Novel by Jaquira Díaz, se-
lected for a CLSC Unbound 
webinar scheduled for 
mid-November.

“We started the CLSC 
Unbound program this past 
spring, and the goal is to 
extend the CLSC reading 
year, extend our list of books 
and, of course, extend the 
reading experience beyond 
the gate via Zoom webinar,” 
Hunt said.

Díaz’s novel follows a 
mother and her child in the 
wake of a murder, set against 
the backdrop of a work-
ing-class barrio in Puerto 
Rico. In an immersive and 
moving portrait of family, 
Díaz delivers a love letter to 
mothers, daughters and the 
communities that build them.

The second selection 
was for Week One in 2026: 
Anna North’s forthcom-
ing Bog Queen: A Novel. In 
a week themed “Icons and 
Instigators: Women Who 

Change the World,” the 
novel follows a forensic an-
thropologist’s discovery of 
a body in a bog in northern 
England, quickly absorbing 
her into a tumultuous his-
tory that links two young 
women across a landscape 
more complex than they 
could have ever imagined.

North will return to 
Chautauqua after present-
ing her novel Outlawed for 
the CLSC in the 2022 sum-
mer season.

For Week Five’s theme 

“Art and Artists Against the 
Odds,” the CLSC selection 
is Feeding Ghosts: A Graph-
ic Memoir, by Tessa Hulls. 
Across three generations 
of Chinese women, Hulls 
traces reverberations of 
Chinese history in a novel 
that explores grief, exile 
and identity.

Growing up with her 
grandmother, a journalist 
during the turmoil leading 
up to the 1949 Communist 
Victory, Hulls bears witness 
to mental illness and trau-
ma that plague her grand-

mother and mother while 
carrying the love that ties 
the three of them together.

In addition to the CLSC 
selections, Hunt revealed a 
CLSC Young Readers selec-
tion for Week Six, commem-
orating America’s 250th 
anniversary: Rebellion 1776: 
A Novel, by Laurie Halse An-
derson. The middle-grade 
historical fiction novel fol-
lows a girl struggling to sur-
vive the smallpox epidemic, 
the public sphere of inocula-
tion and the seething Revo-
lutionary War.

The ceremony closed with 
a call-and-response from 
Steves, a celebratory song 
with the Motet Choir and 
the ringing from the Miller 
Bell Tower 12 times in honor 
of the 12 books required to 
graduate from the CLSC.

“All that humankind has 
done, thought, gained or 
been, is lying as is in mag-
ic preservation in the pages 
of books,” Steves read in the 
call-and-response. “They are 
our chosen possessions.”

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Managing Director of Literary Arts Stephine Hunt reveals the CLSC Unbound selection, This Is The Only Kingdom, by Jaquira Díaz, during last 
weekend’s Bryant Day celebration at the Miller Bell Tower.
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What’s on your nightstand?
O N E  L A S T  Q U E S T I O N

Throughout the summer, Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle authors 
encouraged readers to grow — in per-
spective, empathy and understand-

ing. As the 2025 reading season comes to an 
end, they have offered a final gift: the oppor-
tunity to grow an off-season reading list.

At the end of each Daily interview with CLSC 

authors, they were asked a simple but revealing 
question: What are you currently reading? 

Ranging in genre and content, the CLSC 
authors shared a variety of reads that are 
currently sparking their interests. Here are 
a few of the selections that found a home on 
the nightstand of the authors who shared 
their words with Chautauquans this summer.

SUSIE ANDERSON
STAFF WRITER

JONATHAN EIG
Author, King: A Life

Austerlitz, by W. G. Sebald 
Crux, by Gabriel Tallent

“I’m reading Austerlitz by W. G. Sebald, which is a fic-
tional story connected to the Holocaust. It’s just 
really incredibly moving to me,” Eig said. “And I 
got an advanced copy of Gabriel Tallent’s new 
novel, Crux. I think next year, next summer, 
a lot of people in Chautauqua are going 
to be talking about this amazing novel.”

DAMON YOUNG
Editor, That’s How They Get You:  
An Unruly Anthology of Black 
American Humor

Luster, by Raven Leilani

Young said he is currently 
re-reading fiction while writing 
his first fiction novel. He said he 
made the mistake of not reading 
as much while writing his first 
collection, the memoir-in-es-
says What Doesn’t Kill You Makes 
You Blacker.

“I didn’t read anything during 
that, and I realized kind of after-
wards how dumb that is, because 
that’s how we breathe and live and 
think,” Young said. “We have to be 
reading, right? And taking a viable 
part of my experience of life away 
from myself is dumb.”

GEORGE SAUNDERS
Author, Liberation Day

100 Great Operas And Their 
Stories: Act-By-Act Synopses, 
by Henry W. Simon

“Well, it’s funny. I am reading a book 
called 100 Great Operas. It’s an old-
er book, and it’s just a collection of 
100 great operas,” Saunders said. “... 
So it’s really been fun to look at that 
and think, ‘Oh, I wonder if I could just 
write a libretto or write an outline 
of a novel or an opera and see how 
that works.’ So it’s just kind of a guilty 
pleasure just to pile through 100 syn-
opses, basically.”

ELIZABETH CAMARILLO GUTI-
ERREZ
Author, My Side of the River

The Cost of Being Undocumented: 
One Woman’s Reckoning with Amer-
ica’s Inhumane Math, by Alix Dick 
and Antero Garcia

CAT BOHANNON
Author, Eve: How the Female Body 
Drove 200 Million Years of Evolution

The Burning Earth, by Sunil Amrith

“My nightstand is covered in sci-
entific papers,” Bohannon said. 
A recent judge for the 2025 PEN 
awards, Bohannon enjoyed several 
books from the selections. 

“(The Burning Earth) is a his-
tory of ideas project, about how 
human beings have always ma-
nipulated our environments 
to concentrate power among 
some groups and not others,” 
Bohannon said, “and (Amrith) 
did it really well.”

NANA KWAME ADJEI-
BRENYAH
Author, Chain-Gang All-Stars

Maggie; Or, A Man and a Woman 
Walk Into A Bar, by Katie Yee

“I knew you were going to ask me 
that,” Adjei-Brenyah said. “... I read 
the first 10 pages today, and I can al-
ready tell it’s a great book.”

KEVIN NGUYEN
Author, Mỹ Documents

Nothing More of This Land, by Joseph Lee

“(Lee) is Wampanoag, and he grew up on Martha’s 
Vineyard, so he goes around the country and talks 
to Indigenous communities,” Nguyen said. “Similar 
to not knowing about Japanese-American incar-
ceration, I had never thought about Indigenous 
groups on Martha’s Vineyard before it became 
the place where the Obamas vacation. So it’s 
kind of a memoir and reporting.”

STEFAN BINDLEY-TAYLOR
Author, “Bread, Meat and Water,”  

winner of 2025 Chautauqua Janus Prize

Lady Chatterley’s Lover,  
by D. H. Lawrence

“That’s a good question. Funny 
enough, it’s a strange one,” Bind-

ley-Taylor said. “I just finished 
reading Lady Chatterley’s Lover for 

the first time. And it was great. I had a 
great time with it.”

NAOMI SHIHAB NYE
Author, The Tiny Journalist

Bard, Kinetic, by Anne Waldman

Nye is a friend of Waldman’s and re-
cently read with her at the Poetry Soci-
ety Summer Festival.

“Anne is a brilliant writer. So this 
is her memoir, but what I love 
about it is that it involves so 
many other poets and the 
time in which she grew up 
and all this interesting po-

etry action,” Nye said. “And 
when it’s someone you know 

and you say, ‘Gosh, I didn’t know 
that she did that.’ I woke up last 
night at 3 a.m., and I was reading 
it again. I couldn’t stop thinking 
about it.”

E. ETHELBERT MILLER
Author, the little book of e

A Biography of a Mountain: 
The Making and Meaning of 

Mount Rushmore,  
by Matthew Davis

“It’s a fascinating book,” Mill-
er said. “I don’t have to inter-
view Matthew until late Oc-
tober, but that’s one of the 
books I have on my bed.”

ELIZABETH O’CONNOR 
Author, Whale Fall, winner of 
the 2025 Chautauqua Prize

The House on Via Gemito: A 
Novel, by Domenico Starnone

“It’s a fantastic novel,” O’Con-
nor said. “It’s about an Italian 
family in the 20th century, 
from the Second World War 
to now. And it’s just really 
moving and really beautifully 
written. I think he’s a really 
masterful writer.”

DEBRA MAGPIE EARLING
Author, The Lost Journals of 

Sacajewea: A Novel

North Woods,  
by Daniel Mason

“There are many books on 
my nightstand,” Earling said. 
“I do have ones that I would 
definitely recommend. I love 
the book by Daniel Mason, 
North Woods. I think that’s 
just an astonishing book. 
He just offers such a unique 
perspective on a particular 
patch of land, and I love that.”

ILLUSTRATION BY LAURA QUISENBERRY / DESIGN EDITOR
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L I T E R A R Y  A R T S

“Warning For What Is To Come” 

Tonight I hear the warning
In the silence, can feel
Whole species disappear 
 
Can spy the words
That have been censored
 
Or watch the artifact
Turn memory keeper
Rub against the grain of whims
 
Blind to truth 
We watch our collective history
Disappear 
 
I walk the Hall of Philosophy 
I find there to be
No Socrates
 
Only defeathered angels
On the ground
 
Removing the cotton 
From my ears
 
I heard their muffled
Cries:
Dogma won’t do–
Only the doggedness
Of love
Can save you now

Contributors: Octagon Bookstore, Fred Dahl, Martha 
McGovern, David Walsh, Lisa Williamson

Edited by: Camille Carter, Liana Lopez, Ayaana Nayak

The Chautauqua 
Community Poem

‘WARNING FOR WHAT IS TO COME ...’

Chautauquans, we’re writing a poem together. We want to 
hear your thoughts, read your words, feel your feels about 
the lectures, about what you’ve learned or liked, or been 
inspired by, about what’s been on your mind and what’s 
being talked across the grounds. So, each week, we will 
give you a prompt then invite you to submit an original 
poem, or meaningful thought or phrase (10-30 lines max) 
by 5 p.m. Thursday each week, responding to the week’s 
theme. Then, we will select lines or words or stanzas from 
some of your submissions and combine them into one 
single community poem. The final poem, representing the 
combined work of multiple contributors, will be read at 
Summers on the Steps at 12:15 p.m. Fridays at the Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall. Here, the Daily is pleased to 
present the Community Poem from Week Nine:

Week Nine 

Past Informs Present:
 How to Harness History

What is a message that you want to be heard by those in 
political o!ces? What are you worried about? Are their 
parallels that you have noticed in current events to past 

ones? How can we use history to mold our paths for 
something better? In your entry please start or include 

this phrase in your entry: Warning for what is to come ...

 H O W  C A N  H I S T O R Y  H A R N E S S  U S ?

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Debra Magpie Earling admitted that she threw readers into the darkness with her book.
“The Lost Journals of Sacajewea is a very di!cult book,” Earling said Thursday afternoon in the Hall of Philosophy. “It’s a di!cult book for 

many reasons because I don’t give you a glossary. I throw you in.”
Earling’s sophomore novel, The Lost Journals of Sacajewea, was the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle selection for Week Nine’s 

theme of “Past Informs Present: How to Harness History.”
While Earling included a primer, describing her unconventional use of capitalization and faded text, launching the reader into the thick of 

things was intentional. When researching Lewis and Clark for the bicentennial of their exploration, Earling found few mentions of Sacajewea, 
all of which identified her as a teenager or older. 

“Non-Native historians — they have no information or no true documents to prove this — say that Sacajawea was born in 1788, which 
conveniently would have made her 16 years old, which is still very young, when they arrived and she was pregnant,” Earling said. “But I don’t 
believe them.”

In reality, Earling imagines that Sacajewea would have been 10 or 11 when she was captured. Her age is one of the many contested 
mythologies surrounding the translator and guide, another of which is her supposed lack of understanding of French and English. 

“I think about survival,” Earling said. “When you have to survive something, the language comes to you so quickly, doesn’t it?”
While Earling described literary muses coming to her while she slept, she called upon Chautauqua audiences to embrace the muses that 

surround them every day.
“There’s a spirit in this place that has long been here. You feel it when you arrive here,” Earling said. “And if you don’t believe it, just take o" 

your shoes and step on the earth itself.”
Earling compelled audiences to recognize the stories that live within them and the environment they interact with every day. She 

highlighted that the experience of storytelling is not unique to any one community, but instead connects all humans. 
“I had a student come up to me and they go, ‘Well, I wish I were Native because then I’d have a lot of stories,’ ” Earling said. “Wake up. All 

people have stories.”
In a subversion of the week’s theme, Earling asked not how Chautauquans might harness history, but how history harnesses them. She 

described the necessity of sharing stories and connecting with one’s past in order to look to the future.
“We have stories that are powerful. Tell your stories to your grandchildren. Tell your stories to your children, tell your stories to your 

neighbor and to your community,” Earling said. “If you had a storytelling circle, that would be a good thing.” — Susie Anderson

LAKEWOOD NEW YORK
BUF TO CHQ

$169
$20 each additional person. 
$20 surcharge 12am - 6am  

CHQ TO CLE $275 • CHQ TO PIT $295
ALL FARES ARE PLUS GRATUITY
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CAR SERVICE

Airport Transportation
Wine Tours

Community Tours
 

813-992-4804 
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chqblackcar.com

The Bob McClure 

CHQ Play Readers

proudly present
  

Highlights from our 

2024-25 Season

Saturday, August 23rd at 10am

Smith Wilkes Hall

Admission is free, but we hope you’ll want to support 
programming endowment for the Roe Green Theater Center 

with a donation.
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C O M M U N I T Y

Gardens & Landscapes crew member Teets building to-scale Bell Tower
JULIA WEBER
STAFF WRITER

Mark Teets, an employee 
in Chautauqua Institution’s 
Gardens and Landscapes 
department, found a pas-
time in making miniatures. 
What first started as build-
ing fairy garden miniatures 
for his granddaughter has 
since morphed into a series 
of intensive miniature archi-
tectural feats. His latest? The 
historic Miller Bell Tower.

When he initially set out 
on this mission, Teets said he 
wanted to recreate a recog-
nizable feature of the Insti-
tution. At first he considered 
replicating the Athenaeum 
Hotel, but wanted to opt for 
a less intricate structure. 
After some debate, he set-
tled on the iconic bell tower 
for his project.

“I was looking at the Mill-
er Bell Tower, and I said ‘I 
don’t know.’ I decided to do 
it,” he said.

Teets got the dimensions 
of the bell tower and set to 
work. First, he had to scale 
the building down to a man-
ageable size — set to be 6 
feet tall by the time it is 
complete. He said that while 
the measurements aren’t 
exactly to scale, he works to 
make the miniature versions 
as close in resemblance to 

their full-size counterparts.
“If you look at the real 

one, you see there’s a lot of 
unique characteristics. The 
colors of bricks, the size of 
bricks, some bricks are very 
skinny,” he said. “Mine is the 
same way.”

Teets had never worked 
with brick in miniatures be-
fore, and he had to learn how 
to make his own in the right 
proportion when scaled 
down. He said he relied on 
tutorial videos of how to 

make standard-size bricks 
— and a healthy dose of trial 
and error — to come up with 
a successful method.

Teets said one of the chal-
lenges he has faced in creat-
ing the miniature bell tower 
so far has been navigating 
the curvature of the door 
frames and window arches. 
As he continues building the 
tower, he’ll need to figure 
out how to install the bells 
in his miniature to resemble 
the original’s structure.

“If you look at (the bell 
tower) very closely, the top 
part is very intricate,” he 
said. “I’m going to try to 
maintain the integrity as 
much as I can.”

He said that while other 
artists who make miniatures 
sometimes conduct exten-
sive planning before they 
begin making the structure, 
his process is much more 
organic. He said while he 
makes mistakes sometimes 

because of this, he appreci-
ates seeing the variations in 
form on the real bell tower.

“(My process is) basically 
all in my head, but sometimes 
I make mistakes because of 
that,” Teets said. “When I 
thought that, I looked at the 
tower, and I went, ‘Look at all 
of those “mistakes” that are 
on this thing.’ ”

Teets has been asked 
on occasion why he makes 
miniatures and, in partic-

ular, why he felt inspired to 
recreate Chautauqua’s bell 
tower. He put it simply: “I do 
it because it’s fun. I just en-
joy it.”

For Teets, Chautauqua is 
a place of community, and 
he appreciates that it feels 
“almost like a family.” He 
said he enjoys the communi-
ty’s engagement and shared 
sense of purpose.

“I like it,” he said. “I love it 
here, I do.”

For CVFD Auxiliary, spirit of volunteerism is spark of giving back

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Mark Teets works on his scale-model of the Miller Bell Tower 
Tuesday in his home workshop. Teets lays each brick by hand, and 
makes them in bulk with rubber molds. He plans for the final model 
to be about 6 feet tall. 

PATRICIA BEAGLE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Thirty energetic members 
of the Chautauqua Volun-
teer Fire Department Aux-
iliary support the brave 
men and women of Chau-
tauqua Volunteer Fire De-
partment throughout the 
year. Some are spouses of 
firefighters, and others are 
simply motivated to serve 
the community.

Auxiliary President Amy 
Snyder, an 18-year member, 
explained that the Auxilia-
ry’s mission is to assist CVFD 
members whenever possible 
and to assist the community 
in times of disaster. Mem-
bers must live within the 
17.5-square-mile fire district 
for more than six months 
of the year. “They are also 
required to help with at 
least half of the Auxiliary’s 
events,” Snyder said — and 
some of their work is un-
scheduled. “When there is 
a fire, we make sandwiches 
and bring food and drinks 
for the firefighters.”

The Auxiliary does ex-
tensive fundraising to help 
the CVFD to purchase fire-
fighting and emergency 
care equipment. During the 
Summer Assembly Season, 
the Auxiliary holds chicken 
barbecues every other Sun-
day — in 2024, those four 
Auxiliary-run barbecues 
brought in $15,000, Snyder 
said — and they help with 
the five Sunday barbecues 
run by the CVFD. 

“The firefighters need 
backup for their barbecues 
because they could be called 
to an emergency at any mo-
ment,” Snyder said.

Mary Houstead, a 17-year 
member, leads the Auxilia-
ry’s chicken fundraisers. She 
has the tricky job of decid-
ing how many dinners to or-
der for each one. 

“I look at the weather, 
what’s happening on the 
grounds, and I talk to people 
to find out how the bookings 
are,” she said. “I ended up 
doing this job because no-
body could make a decision 
about how much chicken to 
order. I can decide, and I am 
usually spot on.”

As members prepared for 
the final Auxiliary barbe-
cue of the summer, held last 
weekend, they laughed when 
asked what has changed 
over the years. Some told 
stories about the old days 
when the dinners were less 
frequent, and women had to 
pluck the remains of feath-
ers from raw chickens.

“The women used to 
boil chickens and then the 

men barbecued them,” Di-
ane Gleason remembered. 
“(Vice President) Marilyn 
Scarpino’s mother used to 
make the potato salad.”

Houstead recalled that the 
late Carolyn Murray, a past 
president, used to stir up 
business by walking around 
in a chicken costume. 

“Thankfully, the location 
of that costume is unknown,” 
she sighed — Murray had ex-
pected Houstead to be the 
next chicken mascot.

These days, the Auxilia-
ry uses signs to publicize 
the fundraisers, but the 
best advertisement for the 
barbecues may be the en-
ticing aroma that blankets 
the grounds well before 
noon on Sundays. Known 
for their delicious marinade, 
Chiavetta’s Barbecue pre-
pares the chicken on site. 
An experienced Chiavet-
ta’s grill specialist named 
Mike explained that each 
half-chicken portion weighs 
1.5 pounds. Once the char-
coal is hot, he can cook 500 
pieces in two hours.

A line of hungry Chautau-
quans forms 30 minutes be-
fore dinners start flying out 
the door at 11:30 a.m. Chau-
tauquans Harvey and Bar-
bara Feldman have a strate-
gy of arriving early, because 
the front of the line is in the 
shade. They come every Sun-
day, and last year purchased 
fire blankets to support 
the Auxiliary, as well. Jerry 
O’Connor of South Carolina 
raved about the marinade: 
“The chicken at home is not 
as good. Here, they do it 
right. It’s pretty incredible.”

Meanwhile, a kitchen as-
sembly-line team of eight 
fills cardboard clamshells 
with chicken, baked beans, 
coleslaw and rolls. CVFD 
member Doug Ireland helps 
the Auxiliary every week. He 
has the special role of bring-
ing cartloads of hot chicken 
from the grill to the kitchen. 

“By the end of the season,” 
he confided, “I can’t look at 
another chicken!”

Outdoors, an Auxiliary 
front-line team sells the 
dinners along with CVFD 
bags, T-shirts and fire 
blankets. Two kitchen run-
ners restock the front lines 
with steaming hot meals. 
This well-oiled machine 
can sell 500 dinners within 
90 minutes.

The Auxiliary keeps busy 
with fundraising activities 
throughout the year. Each 
May, members prepare 
homemade baked goods, 
jams and other treats. On 
Saturday of Memorial Day 
weekend, the group holds its 
bake sale on the porch of the 
Colonnade. Favorite finds 
include Sylvia Faust’s choco-
late chip cookies, Scarpino’s 
delicious pies, and unusual 
sweets crafted by Michele 
Jones and Diane Gleason.

In October, the Auxiliary 
celebrates National Make 
a Difference Day through a 
fund drive for the Mayville 
food pantry. Members col-
lect thousands of dollars 
each year by asking friends 
and neighbors to support the 
effort. Cash donations al-
low the pantry to make bulk 
purchases of most-needed 
items.

Every December, the 
Auxiliary decorates the 
Fire Hall for the holidays, 
complete with wreaths, 
lights, a Christmas tree and 
an eye-catching firefight-
er Santa suit handmade by 
member Carol Minnerly. 
They generously sponsor 
one or two families with-
in the fire district by pro-
viding wrapped gifts and 
gift cards to Tops Friendly 
Markets to ensure a memo-
rable holiday dinner.

The Auxiliary’s famous 
annual Christmas bazaar 
draws patrons from across 
the region to the Fire Hall on 
the first Friday and Saturday 
in December. Scarpino, who 
runs the fundraiser, proudly 
shared that the 2024 event 
raised $9,000 in support of 
the CVFD.

The bazaar is a spectac-
ular place to shop for bar-
gain-priced unique artwork, 
craft items, decorations, 
housewares, home furnish-
ings, jewelry, books and 
puzzles. Offerings include 
new and gently used qual-
ity clothing, one-of-a-kind 
treasures and gift certifi-
cates donated by Chautau-
qua Institution. In addition, 
the bazaar includes another 
mouth-watering Auxiliary 
bake sale.

Faust, a past organizer of 
the bazaar, said that various 
area businesses and gener-
ous individuals donate love-
ly gift baskets, and shoppers 
can take chances on favorite 
items by purchasing basket 
raffle tickets.

Many hands join the ef-
fort to obtain, sort and price 

bazaar donations, and the 
Auxiliary is already col-
lecting items for this year’s 
event. (To make a donation, 
contact any Auxiliary mem-
ber. All proceeds support 
the CVFD.)

What motivates these 
tireless volunteers to pro-
vide so much service? For 
15-year volunteer Marsha 
Butler, “it is a joy, and it helps 
Chautauqua. I love the ca-
maraderie and being a part 
of it.” Shirley LaMancuso, 
who has been volunteering 
for 22 years, said that “you 
not only help the firemen, 
you also help the commu-
nity.” Mary Ugoletti, whose 

husband is a firefighter, 
has been involved for three 
years. “I love it,” she said. “It 
is a nice year-round com-
munity of friends.”

Houstead shared words 
that echoed the sentiments 
of so many members: “I just 
love the community the Aux-
iliary provides, the cama-
raderie, the hard work and 
fun. What a dedicated group 
they are — so supportive of 
the whole community inside 
and outside the grounds! … 
The one thing I can’t give up 
is the fire auxiliary. If some-
body needs something, we 
put a chain out there, and it 
gets done.”

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Amy Snyder, president of the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary, hands chicken meals to 
customers during the Auxiliary’s chicken barbecue on Aug. 10 at the CVFD Fire Hall on Massey. JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Mary Hustead, left, participates in an assembly line putting 
together meals during the chicken barbecue. Hustead has run the 
barbecue for what she estimates is 10 years. 



Page B6 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com  Final Edition, August 23 & 24, 2025

M U S I C

A  G R A N D E  G E R S H W I N

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At left, pianist Aaron Diehl joins the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
and Music Director and Principal Symphonic Conductor Rossen 
Milanov to perform George Gershwin’s Concerto in F on last Saturday 
in the Amphitheater. Diehl was the first to play a new Steinway 
Concert Grande, the “Gershwin D,” donated by Ann and Bob Fletcher 
through the Fletcher Family Foundation in celebration of the  100th 
anniversary of Gershwin’s Concerto in F, composed in one of the 
practice cabins right here on the grounds of Chautauqua. Above, Diehl 
receives applause from the audience after the performance.

Celebrating memorable musical moments in season’s chamber series
Chautauqua Chamber Mu-
sic is a beloved series that 
provides exquisite moments 
in an intimate setting. The 
2025 concerts have been 
standing-room-only per-
formances, with audiences 
pouring onto the porch of 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall, all 
made possible by a beloved 
Chautauquan’s enduring 
support and commitment.

“The Kay Hardesty Lo-
gan Foundation has given 
us the gift of preserving 
deeply moving experienc-

es of music so close you 
can breathe in every note,” 
said Chautauqua Institu-
tion Senior Vice President 
and Chief Program Officer 
Deborah Sunya Moore. 

Chamber music is a core 
and long-established pro-
gram within Chautauqua’s 
musical DNA and Kay Lo-
gan was — and through her 
foundation, continues to be 
— its champion. 

Marty W. Merkley, Chau-
tauqua’s former vice president 
and director of programming 

and now the president of the 
Logan Foundation, recalled 
Mrs. Logan’s favorite saying: 
“I don’t teach music, I use mu-
sic to teach.” And her philan-
thropic commitment remains 
vital to keeping music alive 
and making a difference. 

“She believed in paying it 
forward no matter what the 
situation, both professionally 
and personally,” Merkley said.

Kay was a professional 
musician — first a student 
at Chautauqua in the 1950s 
— an ardent advocate of the 

arts and arts education, and 
loved performing in orches-
tras and chamber ensembles. 
She believed that chamber 
music was an essential part 
of the training of musicians. 
The presence of cham-
ber music for the students 
and the public was always a 
passion of hers. The Logan 
Chamber Music Series was 
especially important to her.

“Kay would be thrilled 
with the variety of the pro-
gramming, the quality of 
the artists on the Monday 

series, and the inclusion 
of the Chautauqua family 
of musicians on the Satur-
day series,” said longtime 
friend Suzanne Shull.

Upon her passing in 2016, 
the Kay Hardesty Logan 
Foundation began the pro-
cess of endowing the series 
to ensure its longevity. 

“In the current financial 
climate, however, it is in-
creasingly important that 
on-going funding from sup-
portive Chautauquans be 
added to the endowment 

to secure chamber music’s 
presence on the grounds,” 
said Merkley. 

As we toast a stellar season 
of memorable performanc-
es, we acknowledge chamber 
music at Chautauqua needs 
more champions. Before the 
curtain rises on the 2026 sea-
son, designating a gift to the 
Kay Hardesty Logan Fund 
Endowment or creating your 
own chamber music endow-
ment will help you share your 
passion for chamber music in 
a most lasting way. 

MARY LEE TALBOT
STAFF WRITER

Chautauquans are used to 
having different generations 
in the same family contin-
ue a family legacy — sail-
ing, golf, ushering at Sunday 
worship, carrying a banner 
for the Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle’s Rec-
ognition Day parade. 

But, it is not often that 
three siblings carry on a 
family tradition at the same 
time. For Rob, Dave and Eric 
Nickeson, that tradition is 
singing in the Motet and 
Chautauqua Choirs.

Earlier this season in 
Week Two, all three broth-
ers were in the Motet 
Choir. Rob, a retired pedi-

atric rheumatologist from 
the Tampa, Florida, area; 
Dave, a retired internist 
from Galveston, Texas; and 
Eric, a retired healthcare 
finance accountant who 
lives in Chautauqua year-
round, were among the 
choir’s members — a group 
that ranges in size depend-
ing on the week.

Rob and Dave started 
singing with the Motet in 
the late 1980s; Eric started 
around 1998. Eric has be-
come involved in the Com-
munity Music Project in 
Jamestown, in both the CPM 
Chorale and the Chamber 
Choir, and he sings with the 
Community Choir in Fre-
donia. That choir is joining 

other choirs in London in 
June 2026.

Their family bought a 
house at the corner of Hurst 
and Andrews in 1961 and 
their father, Robert Nick-
eson, an ophthalmologist, 
sang in the Motet Choir in 
the 1980s. Their mother, 
Jean, sang in the Chautau-
qua Choir. Their sister Bet-
sy sang in the Chautauqua 
Choir; sisters Carol and 
Nancy play piano; and sister 
Priscilla is a graphic artist. 

“Singing is so reward-
ing,” Eric said. “It is a plea-
sure to blend with other 
voices. The Motet is like a 
family, even though dif-
ferent members come and 
leave at different times.”

Three Tenors have nothing 
on three brothers in Motet

PHOTO COURTESY OF NICKESON FAMILY
From left, brothers Eric, Dave and Rob Nickeson all performed with the Motet Choir in Week Two.

T H E  P O W E R  O F  T H E  B LU E S

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Members of the Ground Zero Blues Club and Morgan Freeman’s Symphonic Blues Experience perform 
during a masterclass on Wednesday in Norton Hall.
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ERIC GRODE
GUEST CRITIC
 
It’s the end of the world, and 
the five survivors (for now) 
at the center of C.A. John-
son’s The Witnesses feel … 
bereft, horny, aggrieved, 
wistful, wary, resentful and 
resolute. And very chatty.

Johnson’s flavorful if 
narratively overstuffed 
dystopia, which is receiv-
ing its world premiere at 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany, opens in the middle of 
a monologue in the middle 
of a weekly support group. 
Led by a no-nonsense for-
mer doctor named Milli-
cent (a shrewdly under-
stated Nedra Marie Taylor), 
the group features virtual-
ly the only survivors of an 
unnamed plague within a 
four-block radius. Each has 
experienced unimaginable 
horrors in “this backward 
version of a world,” each 
has displayed at least a few 
of the symptoms that will 
eventually kill them, and 
each has cause to discuss 
one or both of these things 
at some length.

Two members are look-
ing to talk their way into 
Millicent’s heart: the love-
struck philosopher Em-
manuelle (Fig Chilcott) 
and the erudite John (Dan-
iel Pearce), who hopes to 
amend for a decades-old 
mistake. Rounding out the 
group is the 17-year-old 
Tori (Alicia Pilgrim), the 
sole survivor of her fami-
ly, and Caleb (a refreshing 
Nicholas Byers), who hopes 
to cross state lines and visit 
his young daughter before 
his worsening condition 
prevents travel. (The char-
acters’ freedom shrinks 
as their illness “levels up,” 

one of many convincing 
world-building touches in 
Johnson’s script.)

Recent works of 
post-apocalyptic fiction 
like Mr. Burns, a Post-Elec-
tric Play and Station Eleven 
have used the act of perfor-
mance as a way for charac-
ters to give purpose to and 
make sense of their rapid-
ly fraying world. Johnson 
and Producing Artistic Di-
rector Jade King Carroll 
achieve a similar goal but 
in a more oblique manner: 
Here the acting out is con-
fined to the emotional and 

intellectual poses struck in 
the support group. This is 
a group where last names 
suffice when discussing 
James Baldwin and Toni 
Morrison, one where “sup-
port” frequently devolves 
into verbal attacks, one 
where the imminent disso-
lution of the group seems 
to come up for discussion 
every week. 

But it is also a group 
anchored by what Ca-
leb describes as “resil-
ient-as-fuck women who 
kept building their days.” 
Johnson’s writing is at its 

strongest when it shows 
the effort that Millicent 
puts into maintaining some 
level of stability within 
the group, even convening 
it next to one character’s 
deathbed, while simultane-
ously trying to make sense 
of her own messy personal 
life. (You-Shin Chen’s sce-
nic design and Amith Chan-
drashaker’s lighting design 
play a strong role in con-
veying both the characters’ 
atomized surroundings and 
the forces that have pulled 
them together.) 

Johnson overlays this 

end-times tale — each ses-
sion ends with the mantra 
“Till next week or not at all” 
— with her share of nods to 
Greek drama. News about 
John’s lineage leave him 
stumbling blind like Oedi-
pus, while Tori buries her 
dead brother with the con-
viction and anger of a mod-
ern-day Antigone. By the 
time John parses the ety-
mology of the word “mar-
tyr” from Greek, where it 
originally meant “witness,” 
it becomes clear that this 
long-dead civilization still 
has plenty to teach us — if 

we care to learn.
Does she harbor similar 

hope for our own civiliza-
tion? A jolting lurch into 
melodrama at the very end 
of The Witnesses would ap-
pear to cast some doubt. In 
this backward version of a 
world, even steps toward 
liberation can look and 
sound a lot like the makings 
of a Greek tragedy.

Eric Grode is a longtime 
freelance theater critic and 
reporter for The New York 
Times. He currently teaches 
arts journalism at Syracuse 
University.

REVIEW

In ‘The Witnesses,’ themes from antiquity offer lessons for modernity

DAVE MUNCH / PHOTO EDITOR
Chautauqua Theater Company Guest Actors, from left, Nicholas Byers, Alicia Pilgrim, Nedra Marie Taylor, Daniel Pearce and Fig Chilcott perform during a rehearsal of C.A. 
Johnson’s The Witnesses in Bratton Theater.
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Open for business
10-year-old Chautauquan Fiona Sacks advertises her lemonade business on Aug. 8 from the Bestor Plaza fountain, with 
the help of her father, Randy Sacks. Fiona’s lemonade was fully handmade with real sugar and lemons (again, with help 
from her father, who made the trip to the grocery store).

PHOTOS BY VON SMITH

Siblings Felix and Henry Roantree-Bull revel in their profits after 
selling Gatorade to passersby July 8 on the Vincent Brick Walk.

Handmade origami creations, from 9-year-old Rafa Fraser, are 
displayed with various prices July 11 on Bestor Plaza.

Hand-drawn Chautauqua-themed art pieces sit on display July 23 
along the Clark Brick Walk en route to the Hall of Philosophy.

Brothers Ellis, Finn and Avery Larson advertise their lemonade business with their little cousin Ollie Hopkins-Pugh, second 
from right, July 6 on the Vincent Brick Walk. The kids donated half of their earnings to Moms Demand Action, a grassroots 
organization advocating for gun control in America.

Felix and Henry get bored of running their Gatorade stand on 
Vincent, as Felix dips into their supply.

Chautauqua’s youngest 
small business owners spend 

the summer showcasing 
their entrepreneurial spirit

From left, new employee August Schultz, full-time employee Issy Kane, new employee Brooke Schultz, manager Anagrace 
Vitters, and full-time employee Kiki Kane advertise their hand-drawn art sale to Chautauquans heading to the Interfaith Lecture 
Series July 23 along the Clark Brick Walk. The young entrepreneurs had spent all winter break planning for their startup business.

Young entrepreneur Max Barensfeld of Pittsburgh talks with his 
grandfather, David Barensfeld, while running his handmade paper 
airplane stand during Friends of Chautauqua Visual Arts’ first Art 
in the Park of the summer on July 6 in Miller Park. Max originally 
had $7, but spent it on a plush octopus from one of the vendors. 
He hopes his new business venture can make enough money to 
buy more.
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THE BIG SHOT
JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Smith Memorial Library Director Scott Ekstrom conducts the annual Kazoo Chorale Thursday on the steps 
of the Smith. Maestro Ekstrom led Chautauquans in performances of everything from The Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones, to the Star-Spangled Banner. Originally part of the annual Library Day celebration, the Kazoo 
Chorale was split o! into its own event post-pandemic — because sometimes, you just need more kazoos.



JOAN BROWN CAMPBELL
The Rev. Dr. Joan Brown 
Campbell, at the tender age 
of 93, passed peacefully on 
March 29, 2025. It was the 
final chapter of an extraordi-
nary life.

Joan was born in Novem-
ber 1931, in Youngstown, 
Ohio. She graduated from 
Boardman High School and 
attended the University of 
Michigan, graduating with 
a degree in speech and En-
glish. She earned the hon-
or as top woman debater 
at the university. She met 
and married Paul Barton 
Campbell, who was study-
ing law at the University 
of Michigan Law School. 
Their first child, Jane Lou-
ise Campbell, was born in 
1953 in Ann Arbor.

Jane became a success-
ful and dedicated politician 
and public servant. She was 
elected to several promi-
nent offices, culminating in 
her election as the first and 
to date only female mayor 
of Cleveland, in 2001. She is 
currently the president and 
CEO of the United States 
Capitol Historical Society 
and resides in Washington 
D.C., and Cleveland.

After finishing their ed-
ucation at Michigan, the 
couple moved to Shaker 
Heights, Ohio, and Paul 
joined the firm of Squire, 

Sanders and Dempsey in 
Cleveland, where he stayed 
for 45 years and became a 
senior partner. They had 
two more children. Their 
first son, Paul Barton 
Campbell Jr., recently re-
tired as a senior head of the 
International Baccalaure-
ate Organization, oversee-
ing IB‘s work with schools, 
school districts, govern-
ments, and universities in 
the Americas.

Their youngest child, 
James W. Campbell, M.D., 
is a beloved family practice 
doctor with a specialty in 
geriatrics. He recently re-
tired after a long career 
serving patients in Cleve-
land. He was the director 
and founder of the Metro-
Health Senior Health and 
Wellness Center and a pro-
fessor of medicine at Case 
Western Reserve University.

While raising her family, 
Joan’s faith led her to become 
deeply involved in social is-
sues in the Cleveland area. 
Her home became a cross-
roads for various activists, 
particularly those involved 
in the quest for racial justice 
and the end to the Vietnam 
War. Amongst many other 
causes, Joan worked hard to 
help Clevelanders elect the 
first Black mayor of a major 
American city, the Honorable 

Carl Stokes, in 1967.
After she and Paul di-

vorced in 1974, Joan devoted 
her energies to the ecumen-
ical movement. At age 49, 
the National Baptist Church, 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s denomination, was 

first to ordain Joan to Chris-
tian ministry. Soon after, the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) recognized her or-
dination. She was later also 
ordained by the American 
Baptist Church. She was the 
first woman to serve as the 

assistant executive director 
of the Greater Cleveland In-
terchurch Council. She was 
the first woman to serve as 
the executive director of 
the U.S. office of the World 
Council of Churches. She 
was the first ordained wom-
an to serve as the General 
Secretary of the Nation-
al Council of Churches of 
Christ in the USA. She was 
the first woman to serve as 
the director of religion at 
Chautauqua Institution.

In these various roles, the 
Rev. Campbell participated 
in several high profile causes 
and events. She led a delega-
tion to meet with Pope John 
Paul II, to present His Holi-
ness with a copy of the New 
Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible. She was part of 
the delegation led by Pres-
ident Bill Clinton to attend 
the funeral of Prime Minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin of Israel. 
Along with her friend, the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, she trav-
eled to Belgrade during the 
Balkan wars and negotiated 
the release of imprisoned 
American soldiers, working 
with the Serbian Orthodox 
Church. She and Carl Sagan, 
the renowned astronomer, 
helped co-found the Nation-
al Religious Partnership for 
the Environment. She served 
as an election observer when 

Nelson Mandela was elected 
as the first Black president 
of South Africa. She was the 
only woman in the proces-
sion of over 200 clergy at the 
enthronement of Desmond 
Tutu as the archbishop of the 
Anglican Church in South Af-
rica. Towards the end of her 
tenure at the National Coun-
cil of Churches, a young Cu-
ban boy named Elian Gon-
zalez survived a shipwreck 
and ended up in the home of 
relatives in Miami. Working 
with the Clinton administra-
tion, the Cuban government, 
and the Cuban churches, she 
helped negotiate Elian’s safe 
return to his family in Cuba.

Archbishop Tutu called 
Joan “a woman of cour-
age and compassion. She 
helped put an end to the 
evil of apartheid.”

She won numerous 
awards. Amongst them was 
the Walter Cronkite Faith 
and Freedom award from 
the Interfaith Alliance. She 
has been inducted into the 
Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame 
and the Ohio Civil Rights 
Hall of Fame. She has re-
ceived 14 honorary degrees 
from institutions as diverse 
as Wake Forest University, 
St. Bonaventure University, 
and Monrovia University in 
Liberia.
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C O M M U N I T Y

MILESTONES
IN MEMORIAM

DAVE MUNCH / DAILY FILE PHOTOBRIAN SMITH / DAILY FILE PHOTO BRIAN SMITH / DAILY FILE PHOTO

See MILESTONES, Page C3

We can all dream impossible dreams, we can all beat 
unbeatable foes, and we can bear with unbearable 

sorrow and roam where the brave dare not go. And 
yes, my friends, the world will be better for this. 

Amen.”
—THE REV. DR. JOAN BROWN CAMPBELL 

Morning Worship Sermon, 
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2013

Above left, the Rev. Joan Brown Campbell laughs with a parishioner on Aug. 18, 2013, backstage in the Amphitheater after the conclusion of Campbell’s final Sunday Morning Worship Service as director of the 
Department of Religion at Chautauqua Institution. Above center, Campbell joins hands in prayer with the Rev. Jesse Jackson and the Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson following their morning lecture conversation on 
Aug. 17, 2018, in the Amp. Above right, Campbell reacts to the congregation at the conclusion of her final sermon in 2013.
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C O M M U N I T Y

T H A N K  Y O U

Peter and Ellie Brodhead
for giving to the Chautauqua Fund.

Every gift makes a difference!

Philanthropy  
in Action

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
CORRESPONDENCE FROM OUR READERS

Despite these accolades, 
Joan was happiest when she 
was gathered with friends 
and family around a table, 
celebrating a holiday or 
just the chance to be with 
those closest to her. She 
was a marvelous cook, and a 
woman of passion, purpose, 
and appetite for life.

Besides her three chil-
dren, Joan is survived by 
eight grandchildren — Jes-
sica Merrill (Tyler), Katie 
Campbell-Morrison, Alex-
ander Campbell (Meg), Julie 
Campbell, Erin Campbell, 
Lucy Campbell (Bailey), 
Ryan Campbell, and Sarah 
Campbell Harris Tran (Alex). 
She has four great-grand-
children with a fifth on the 
way. In 2017, at age 86, Joan 
married the Rev. Albert 

Pennybacker, who had been 
both her long-time mentor 
and partner in engaging  
organized religion in a col-
lective response to injus-
tice. “Penny” predeceased 
her in 2022.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, 
her family has asked that 
you direct your generos-
ity towards the African 
American Heritage House 
at Chautauqua Institution 
and/or the James W Camp-
bell, M.D. Endowment in 
Geriatric Medicine through 
the MetroHealth foun-
dation. A memorial ser-
vice was held in Plymouth 
Church of Shaker Heights.

A Chautauqua service 
will be held at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday in the Hall of Phi-
losophy, with a reception 
to follow at the home of 
Jane Stirniman and Jeanne 
Weibenga, 22 Lowell.

MILESTONES
FROM PAGE C2

TO THE EDITOR:
There’s an old saying that an organization is the shadow 

of its leader. So we all owe a big debt of thanks to our lead-
er, Kyle Keogh, for stepping into the breach and taking on 
his role in this difficult time. He has operated with integrity, 
honesty, frankness, competence and caring, and has involved 
himself with every aspect of our Institution and engaged with 
everyone here, regardless of their station. As a result, the at-
mosphere of the whole Institution has reached a new level of 
calm, steadiness, and a belief that we are turning the corner.

We realize there are some difficult times ahead, but we have 
confidence that we will get through them and come out better 
on the other side.

Thank you again, Kyle.
WILLIAM E. BATES

P.O. BOX 1352

TO THE EDITOR:
I wish to give kudos and thanks in a public way to the gentle-

man, whose name is unknown to me, and “Bill,” the tram driver, 
who came to the aid and assistance of my husband during our 
stay at Chautauqua Institution. My husband became overcome 
with heat prostration while walking near the intersection of 
Ames and Pratt on the afternoon of July 30, 2025, at around 
5 p.m. The gentleman and Bill asked my husband whether 
he wanted medical attention. When he declined and instead 
chose to return to our accommodation, they encouraged him 
to drink cool water and assisted him to a seat on the tram. 
Bill then drove the tram towards our accommodation, while 
speaking to him calmly and explaining the signs and effects 
of dehydration, and the need to drink water and other fluids 
to counter it. My husband recovered nicely by getting into the 
air conditioning of our unit and, once there, followed Bill’s ad-
vice to drink plenty of water and sports drinks to replace his 
electrolytes.

We are grateful for the kindness of these men. Chautauqua 
Institution is a special place, filled with special people.

CAROL GARDNER
MERRICK, NY

TO THE EDITOR:
I sang with Chautauqua Opera in 1965, and heard the young 

Placido Domingo sing his role debut as Samson in Saint-Saens’ 
Samson and Delilah. 

We were all impressed with both his singing and his acting, 
and we predicted that he would go on to have a brilliant career 
in opera (which is exactly what happened).

It is nostalgic to remember those years when Chautauqua 
had a real season of opera performances. Norton Hall would 
be filled to capacity with lovers of opera and operetta, with 
soloists from the Metropolitan Opera and other regional com-
panies, fine conductors such as Henry Janiec and Julius Rudel, 
and a large chorus of enthusiastic singers, many of whom were 
music students who would go on to have careers as profes-
sional singers and music professors, passing on the skills which 
they learned as members of Chautauqua Opera.

JOHN LLOYD
LONDON, OH

TO THE EDITOR:
We have come to the end of a simply splendid 2025 sea-

son. Chautauqua is starting to look and feel like her old self 
again. The four pillars are back. We have tested our “Interim” 
Chief Executive Kyle Keogh and he has come through with 
flying colors. He has been very approachable and solicitous of 
our needs, views and suggestions. He understands and loves 
Chautauqua to her core and faces the daunting task of bring-
ing her back to financial stability. Let’s save time, money, and 
energy and look no further for a permanent president. I believe 
we cannot do better if he would take the position.

The listening sessions have been terrific, and we homeown-
ers and patrons have once again felt respected and acknowl-
edged for the critical role we play in the success of Chautau-
qua. I am so pleased that I endowed my “Tree Fund” in advance 
of my death. I will once again become a member of the Bestor 
Society. I invite all of you to also give what you are able to help 
diminish our staggering deficit. I plan to take very good care of 
myself this winter, because I am so excited to experience the 
2026 season!

Gratefully,
CAROLINE VAN KIRK BISSELL

22 EMERSON

TO THE EDITOR:
At a discussion I was facilitating last Tuesday at the Literary 

Arts Center at Alumni Hall, there were a number of folks who 
were visiting Chautauqua for the first time. A common theme 
they expressed was about how they came to check out Chau-
tauqua after hearing about us for years. Diversity and a wel-
coming environment were top qualities on their list of what 
they are looking for. These are not simply buzz words. Wel-
coming expresses warmth, openness, and the ability to grow 
and expand. Diversity is about inclusion, a vision of the future 
that attracts people to come here. The younger generations 
are all about this. They get it. If they don’t feel welcome, if their 
differences aren’t valued, then as I see it, Chautauqua’s future 
and attendance will diminish. The vision of the people who 
staff the top tiers of this institution must be visionaries. I truly 
hope that the finances of Chautauqua can continue to employ 
and seek out the level of staff who are themselves visionaries 
and can ensure a future here for all of us.

CATIE MILLER
MAYVILLE, NY

TO THE EDITOR:
I’ve been cogitating about the budget concerns of Chau-

tauqua Institution — and was gladdened to hear Interim Chief 
Executive Kyle Keogh’s assurances about The Chautauquan 
Daily during his Monday Zoom “Financial Resilience” webinar. 
Bottom line: this historically important publication, which has 
launched so many journalism careers and informed untold 
numbers of Chautauquans, will continue — but readers will 
need to pay more for it going forward. 

I’m thankful. My last job before retirement was for a region-
al general circulation newspaper which, thanks to COVID-19, 
“temporarily” reduced from six to three issues a week. The 
pandemic is long over, but the paper is still at three editions 
every seven days. Newspapers, the vanguard of so-called 
“old” media, are dying almost daily across the United States as 
Americans find faster and faster ways to be informed.

The Daily may itself someday succumb to monetary pres-
sures, but that day is not today.

Inspired by Wednesday’s 10:45 a.m. AI speaker, Harvard’s 
Jonathan Zittrain, my brief note of gratitude is derived from 
ChatGPT with gentle editing by this writer:

“Chautauqua Institution, accept my sincere gratitude for 
making space in the budget, during these uncertain times, for 
the Daily — a vital and valuable resource with a rich tradition 
of communication and connection. Thank you for recognizing 
the Daily’s importance and your ongoing support of the Chau-
tauqua community.”

Not bad for a chat bot.
JEFF LONG

13 AMES

TO THE EDITOR:
In his Amphitheater presentation, Thomas L. Friedman 

reminded us our society is losing our mangroves. That is, 
we are destroying our social norms. Proof of this, even 
here at Chautauqua, became evident during the ecumeni-
cal worship service.

A group of at least four people wandered through the lower 
rows, looking for and then discussing options, until they found 
agreement on the best place to seat 10 people for Friedman’s 
later lecture. After a further conference, they left one person 
to guard their staked-out claim. Their motions and actions all 
occurred while the preacher of the week reminded us how, like 
Mary Magdalene, Christ accepts us all.

The sentry then sat as everyone else rose, turned around to 
show his silence as all others prayed aloud, and conspicuously 
did not clap for the organist concluding the service.

Likely, even after they applauded Friedman’s observations, 
these people remained oblivious to their own bulldozing of the 
mangroves.

JOHN GENECZKO
14 FOREST

TO THE EDITOR:
During the last decade, our brilliant friend Roger Doebke 

has diligently darned the tapestry of Chautauqua. Roger’s la-
bors bring to mind the wise teachings of Winnie the Pooh. The 
sage Pooh has written: “Weeds are flowers, too, once you get 
to know them.”

Till we meet again on this heavenly shore,
TWIG BRANCH

50 PECK

TO THE EDITOR:
The song “I Love the Mountain” was composed in 1957 in 

Connecticut. At the UCC State Conference that year, I was a for-
eign student and the camp counselor; I heard it was composed 
a week before. We loved this round of song. So I’m thrilled Deb 
Lyons and the sunrise paddle group liked it. Where else but 
Chautauqua can you sing a round song I’ve known since 1957?

MICHI MORGAN
OBERLIN, OH

ANSWERS TO THIS EDITION’S PUZZLES

Saturday’s Crossword

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

DAILY PHOTO REPRINTS
The Chautauquan Daily is pleased to o!er reprints 
of photos that appear in its pages through a new 
online service that will allow you to purchase even 
after you’ve left the grounds. Prints are available 
for order in three sizes — 5”x7”, 8”x10” and 11”x14” 
— and will be delivered to your preferred address, 
whether at Chautauqua or at home.

Visit chqdaily.smugmug.com today  
to order your favorites



Page C4 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com  Final Edition, August 23 & 24, 2025

R E L I G I O N

Hebrew Congregation celebrating 65th anniversary at Chautauqua

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

Jewish Life at Chautauqua: 
Origins and Growth
The Jewish presence at 
Chautauqua Institution is a 
vibrant and evolving story 
of faith, education and com-
mitment to social justice. 
From its modest beginnings 
to a rich summer communi-
ty, the Hebrew Congrega-
tion of Chautauqua has be-
come a spiritual and cultural 
anchor at Chautauqua while 
spearheading a meaningful 
Holocaust initiative that res-
onates far beyond the lake.

Though Jews may have 
been part of the broader 
Chautauqua milieu from its 
earliest decades, it wasn’t 
until 1959 that the first or-
ganized Jewish worship took 
place on the grounds. Two 
music students from Buffa-
lo, seeking Shabbat services, 
reached out to Rabbi Julius 
Kerman from Jamestown, 
who agreed to officiate a 
Saturday morning service. 
About 35 people attended 
that inaugural gathering in 

the Hall of Missions.
Officially established in 

1960, the Hebrew Congre-
gation of Chautauqua has 
shaped Jewish life on the 
grounds for over six decades. 
In 2025, the congregation 
celebrates its 65th anniver-
sary — a milestone marked 
by a special Buffet Dinner & 
Celebration on Aug. 17, 2025 
— honoring 65 years of wor-
ship, education and commu-
nity at Chautauqua.

When the Chautauqua ad-
ministration initially denied 
use of the Hall of Missions in 
the early years, Bishop Wil-
liam Crittenden intervened, 
and services were moved to 
Hurlbut Church, where they 
continue to this day.

Despite periods of lead-
ership uncertainty in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, 
volunteers like Eva Rosen-
berg and Rebecca Lister 
maintained services and 
programming until the con-
gregation regained stable 
leadership, thanks to com-

munity support and tzeda-
kah contributions.

Over six decades, the 
congregation has grown 
into a well-attended sum-
mer institution offering 
Friday evening Kabbalat 
Shabbat, Saturday morning 
Torah Study and services, 
Shabbat’zza pizza potlucks, 
Sunday evening lectures 
and social events for res-
idents and visitors alike. 
The Shirley Lazarus Speak-
er Series, named for its 
founder, brings nationally 
renowned speakers — often 
exploring Jewish themes 
and history — to Chautau-
qua County each summer.

The Holocaust & Social 
Justice Education Program
A signature initiative led by 
the Hebrew Congregation 
is the Holocaust and Social 
Justice Education Program, 
designed to bring Holocaust 
awareness, human rights 
and empathy-building to 
students and educators in 

Chautauqua County.
Every year, freshman to 

senior high school students 
and their teachers partic-
ipate in workshops, sym-
posia and a culminating 
three-day educational trip 
to Washington D.C., where 
they visit the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and oth-
er meaningful sites. The 
congregation underwrites 
transportation, lodging and 
programming costs, sup-
ported by donors such as 
the Theodore and Pauline 
Cohen Trust and individual 
contributions.

Teachers like Leigh Anne 
Hendrick and Emily Dor-
man, both longtime educa-
tors and program found-
ers (with Hendrick named 
a Museum Teacher Fellow 
in 2005), lead the program 
with passion. They also help 
integrate Holocaust and so-
cial justice themes into cur-
ricula across participating 
schools, ensuring that les-
sons reach students beyond 

the formal classes.
In 2023, 96 students 

from seven schools trav-
eled to Washington D.C. 
for the program. Students 
attend lectures through-
out the year and partake 
in student symposia — re-
cently centered on the crisis 
in Ukraine — and an award 
component, the Anne Frank 
Humanitarian Award, hon-
oring students who act as 
“upstanders” promoting em-
pathy and activism.

Former participants re-
flect on the transformation: 
one alum noted the program 
“open(s) our eyes … since 
we’re in such a privileged 
community,” while another 
shifted her academic and 
professional trajectory to-
ward peace and security 
studies inspired by her ex-
perience on the trip.

A Legacy of Faith, 
Education and Engagement
From its humble origins with 
four dozen worshippers, 

the Hebrew Congregation 
of Chautauqua has grown 
into a cornerstone of Jewish 
summer life at Chautauqua 
Institution — offering spir-
itual services, cultural en-
richment and community 
connection each year.

Meanwhile, its Holocaust 
and Social Justice Education 
Program stands as a vital 
bridge between history and 
modern responsibility — 
empowering young people 
to remember, reflect and re-
spond. Through education, 
reflection and action, the 
congregation ensures that 
Jewish presence at Chau-
tauqua is both rooted in tra-
dition and forward looking, 
uplifting both local commu-
nity and broader society.

To learn more or support 
the Holocaust and Social 
Justice Education Program, 
visit the Hebrew Congre-
gation’s website or the pro-
gram portal at https://ch-
qsocialjustice.org.

Baptist House
Our weekly service is at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday at the 
Baptist House.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Weekend Mass is at 5 p.m. 
Saturday in the Hall of 
Philosophy. There will be 
no Sunday Mass on the 
grounds this weekend. 

Chabad Jewish House
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
leads the Chabad Jewish 
House Community Shabbat 
Service at 9:30 a.m. Satur-
day in the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House.

Christian Science House
“Mind” is the subject of this 
week’s lesson at the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday service in the 
Christian Science Chapel. 
Our Study Room is open 
24/7 for reflection and 
prayer.

Disciples of Christ
The Rev. Richard Hull, 
president of the board of 
the Chautauqua Associa-
tion of Disciples of Christ, 
presides at the 9:30 a.m. 
service Sunday at the Dis-
ciples of Christ Headquar-
ters at 32 Clark. His sermon 
title is “Why Are We Here” 
and the readings are Psalm 
111 and Mark 1:21-28.

Episcopal Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd
The Rev. Joseph Kozlowski, 
supply priest of the West-
ern New York Diocese, pre-
sides at services of Holy 
Communion at 7:45 and 9 
a.m. Sunday in the Epis-
copal Chapel of the Good 
Shepherd.

Food Pantry Donations
Hurlbut Church is accept-
ing nonperishable food 
items for the Ashville Food 
Pantry. Donations may be 
dropped off any time at the 

Scott entrance of Hurlbut 
Church.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church
A Service of Songs, Prayers, 
Communion & Meditation 
is at 8:30 a.m. Sunday in 
Hurlbut Church.

Labyrinth 
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends. 
It is located next to Turner 
Community Center. It is ac-
cessible through the Turn-
er building or through the 

Turner parking lot if arriv-
ing via Route 394. Bus and 
tram services are available 
to Turner. Remember your 
gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Jeff Laustsen of 
Zion Lutheran Church in 
Stratford, Ontario, Cana-
da, presides at a service of 
Holy Communion at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday at the Luther-
an House. Jeffrey Nelson 
will serve as pianist. Com-
munion is served in indi-
vidual sealed cups. The Lu-
theran House is located on 

the Brick Walk at the cor-
ner of Peck and Clark, near 
the Hall of Philosophy.

Mystic Heart Meditation
Carol McKiernan leads Si-
lent Meditation/Centering 
Prayer at 7:15 a.m. Saturday 
in the Hall of Philosophy.

Presbyterian House
The Presbyterian Associa-
tion thanks all guests, staff, 
board members, volunteers 
and visitors for a great 2025 
season. Blessings upon all 
Chautauquans for a safe 
and healthy year. See you 
next summer! 

Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) 
Our service is at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday in the Quaker 
House on 28 Ames. Church 
of the Wild is at 4 p.m. Sun-
day in the Burgeson Nature 
Classroom.

Unitarian Universalist 
The Rev. Neal Jones is our 
guest minister for the ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. Sunday in 
the Hall of Philosophy. His 
message is “The Discipline 
of Joy.” “Still” Bill Moran, 
American folk music vocal-
ist and guitarist, is guest 
soloist.

United Church of Christ
Our Worship Service is at 
9 a.m. Sunday in the UCC 
Randell Chapel.

United Methodist
The Rev. Ted Anderson re-
turns to Chautauqua for 
the 9:30 a.m. worship ser-
vice Sunday in the United 
Methodist House Chapel. 
Join us at 8:45 p.m. Sunday 
on the porch for a Three 
Taps Ice Cream Social. 

Unity of Chautauqua
Our service is at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday in the Hall of Mis-
sions.

“Our readings were from Revelation, the 
last book of the Bible and one that many 
people believe was written while on LSD,” 
said the Rev. Brian McLaren. “It’s filled 

with ugly, bloody violent stories of collapse of ecosys-
tems, collapse of economic systems, collapse of religious 
traditions, collapse of civilizations. Nightmarish mon-
sters arise that do seem a bit hallucinogenic. Unless you 
read the news.”

McLaren preached at the 9:15 a.m. Friday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title 
was “Apocalypse as Tradition Disrupter,” and the scrip-
ture readings were Revelation 21:9-12, 22:1-5.

The book of Revelation deals with two types of literature: 
apocalyptic literature and the literature of the oppressed. 
Some think that Revelation is a road map to the end of the 
world. “I think that is a mistake. This literature is a warning 
to people that if they keep going in the current trajecto-
ry, here is what to expect,” McLaren said. “The purpose of 
apocalyptic literature is not to predict, but to prevent.”

Think of Jonah when he got to Nineveh and preached 
destruction — the people repented, even if Jonah was 
disappointed that they did.

McLaren said the literature of the oppressed flourish-
es during an authoritarian regime. “If you speak against 
an authoritarian leader or regime, they will hunt you 
down and they will punish you. They will drive you out 
of business, call you an enemy of the state, imprison you, 
banish you, disappear you, torture you, or kill you.”

He continued, “Here’s the dilemma: If you know that 
that’s what they do to you if you speak up and you decide 
then to remain silent, in a sense, you become complic-
it with the regime. You obey them. You lose your voice 
voluntarily, which means to some degree you lose your 
integrity and to some degree, you lose your soul.”

In the literature of the oppressed, the regime is not 
attacked directly but through a story about a literal mon-
ster who rises out of the sea and destroys people. “Or in 
contemporary terms,” McLaren said, “instead of telling a 
story about a president who doesn’t want to tell the truth 
about climate change, you make a movie about an asteroid 
that’s coming with a president who says ‘don’t look up.’ ” 

This is called “speaking the truth slant.” Revelation is 
not predictions about the end of the world, but is telling 
the people what the Roman empire was like for everyone 
but the elite.

Where does the new Jerusalem come from, he asked 
the congregation. “It comes down from heaven to earth. It 
is not an evacuation plan, but a transformation of bringing 
the values of heaven to the corrupted, polluted earth.”

He continued, “People in power don’t like apocalyptic 
literature because it signals the end of the economy that 
has made them rich, the end of the class system that has 

put them at the top, the end of the political and military 
system that has given them the power to exploit the 
poor and the earth.”

If this exploitation is not challenged, the earth begins 
to groan and the people begin to groan. These groans 
become prayers and these prayers say, “If there is a God 
out there, set us free from this corrupt, decadent, power 
hungry, money grubbing, suicidal system,” McLaren 
said. “And eventually, that system will fall — because all 
systems in overshoot eventually do fall. And all the king’s 
horses and all the king’s men can’t put them back to-
gether again.”

Eventually things will be better, as the death of what 
is corrupt becomes the birth pangs of something new. 

What does better look like, McLaren asked the con-
gregation. “There is a big wall. Lots of people like big 
walls, but this wall has 12 gates that are always open. 
People are welcome — but not their greed and lust and 
hate and bigotry and racism and all the rest. People wel-
come, corruption excluded.”

Inside the gates there is no temple, “which might be 
a surprise for those of us in the prayer business,” he 
said. The Garden of Eden did not have a temple because 
everything was good and sacred and God’s presence was 
there. The tree of life is there to help people maintain the 
balance of caring for each other and caring for the earth.

“That vision of a desired future becomes a lure, it 
becomes a magnetic force that draws us forward, even 
when the world around us seems to be falling apart,” Mc-
Laren said. “A tradition without a vision of a desired fu-
ture, a tradition without a vision that makes us yearn for 
and dream for something even better, leaves us stuck in 
the status quo. It feels like you found yourself in a park-
ing lot with no exit. A European philosopher quipped not 
long ago that ‘for most people today, it’s easier to imag-
ine the end of the world than the end of capitalism.’ ”

A new tradition, a tradition fulfilled that draws people 
forward, helps us see what it was we really loved about the 
current tradition in a new way, he told the congregation.

“What we loved was the treasure without the pack-
aging,” he said. “It wasn’t the hymns and organs, it was 
the beauty to which they introduced you. It wasn’t the 
architecture, it was the sacred community and belonging 
that you experienced within the architecture. It wasn’t 
the words of the liturgy or the sermons, it was the word-
less reverence and transcendent awe of the sermons that 
lead us — like a trail through the woods in the Grand 
Canyon and suddenly you come and your feet are at the 
edge of something vast and splendid and glorious.”

McLaren continued: “It wasn’t the stories that told you 
about the past, it was the way those stories inspired you 
to show up in the present and to move into the future. 
It wasn’t the dogma about which you debated, it was 
the life-changing encounter with the living light, the 
encounter with the bush that burns but isn’t consumed. 
The experience in you of a spring of living water bub-
bling up within your own heart.”

Tradition succeeds only when it helps us see that it 
is not about itself but points to the source, points to the 
great love that is our source and destiny, he told the 
congregation. “We are in this living tradition together. 
And God is with us as we move forward. Amen.” McLaren 
received sustained applause and a standing ovation.

The Rt. Rev. Eugene T. Sutton, senior pastor for Chau-
tauqua Institution, presided. Evans Nyamadzawo, one of 
the Abrahamic Program for Young Adults coordinators this 
summer, read the scripture. The prelude was “Lebhaft, Op. 
58, No.3,” by Robert Schumann, performed by Joshua Stafford, 
director of sacred music and Jared Jacobsen Chair for the 
Organist, on the Massey Memorial Organ. The Motet Choir 
sang “The Secret of Christ,” music by Richard Shephard, 
text from Isaiah 42:14-16, Revelation 22:1-3 and The Pilgrim 
Prayer (based on Colossians 4:2-4) by the Rev. Canon Derrick 
Walters. Stafford conducted the choir and Brett Miller, a stu-
dent at Eastman School of Music, provided accompaniment 
on the Massey Organ. The service ended with “Toccata,” from 
Symphony No. 5 by Charles-Marie Widor, played by Stafford 
on the Massey Organ. Support for this week’s preaching and 
chaplaincy was provided by the Robert D. Campbell Memorial 
Chaplaincy and the Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund. Many 
thanks are extended to Annie Leach, Alicen Roberts, Ori 
Edgar, Elizabeth Schoen, Evans Nyamadzawo, and Nia-Hyatt 
Eldosougi for writing this column on days when Mary Lee 
Talbot was absent. The Motet Choir gave Joshua Stafford a 
small token of thanks that contained these words: “I encoun-
tered Josh Stafford at three, / Where were at Twelve-thirty? 
/ Spitting consonants, shaping phrases, / and breathing, if at 
all, in very odd places, / all for reluctant precious few prais-
es, said s(he)...For putting the zip in our choir/ Staffords the 
man of the hour! / We’re all on his team / Though he threat-
ens to scream / If we screw up his “current of power.” 

Many thanks to the entire worship team.

Revelation is warning, not roadmap, preaches McLaren

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT
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P O S T- S E A S O N

2 Ames 
Weeks 10 & 11: 
Friday - Sunday 5 p.m.- 9 p.m. 

Chautauqua Wearhouse 
Week 10: 
Open daily from 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Week 11: 
Open Thursday- Sunday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Gretchen’s Gallery 
Week 10:  
Monday - Saturday from 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Sunday from 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.  
Week 11: 
Friday - Saturday from 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Sunday from 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Weekdays are appointments only. 

GG My Love 
Open daily from 9:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. 

Lumi Cafe 
Open through Week 10: 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
Offering dinner specials, salmon/chicken with a starch 
and salad, and pasta dishes.  

Spruce 
Open through Week 10; closed Labor Day. 
Monday – Saturday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

St. Elmo Spa 
Open all year long, by appointment only.  
stelmospa.com

LOCAL BUSINESSES

What’s open Weeks 10 & 11

(Institution-operated) 

Lobby Lounge @ Athenaeum:  
Open through Oct. 25 
Continental Breakfast and Coffee will again be available 
for anyone interested on the grounds. See the front desk 
for details. 
Continental Breakfast: $12.00 
Coffee only: $2.50 

Three Taps / A Truck:  
Week 10: 
Sunday, Aug. 24 - Monday, Sept. 1 (except Sunday),  
from 11 a.m.- 11 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 31 from 11 a.m.- 8 p.m. 
Week 11:
Friday, Sept. 5 - Saturday, Sept. 6 from 11 a.m.- 11 p.m. 

Coffee Gazebo:  
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. daily through Sept. 6 

Double Eagle Café:  
Week 10:  
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. (or dusk)  
Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Week 11: 
Thursday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. (or dusk)  
Sunday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

FOOD VENUES

For the convenience of Chautauquans, here is a list of Chautauqua 
Institution-operated venues and local businesses that are open during 

Weeks 10 & 11 (Aug. 24 – Sept. 7). These hours are for WEEKS 10 & 11 ONLY, 
and in some cases, off-season hours are also noted below. 

GOLF COURSE
Open daily 7 a.m. – dusk (Pro Shop closes at 6:30 p.m.) 
Learning Center is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 716-357-6211 to book your tee time. 

SMITH MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Week 10: 
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Aug. 30- Sept. 2 
Will resume off-season hours on Sept. 3: 
Mondays 12 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Wednesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Saturdays 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sundays 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

TICKETING OFFICE

TURNER COMMUNITY CENTER

GARBAGE AND RECYCLING

Fitness Center Hours 
Monday – Friday: 6:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Saturday – Sunday: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Chautauqua Health & Fitness operates year-round 
Beginning the weekend of Sept. 6, the fitness center 
will return to off-season weekend hours (8 a.m. - 1 p.m.) 

Pickleball and Tennis: 
Pro Shop will be staffed Monday – Saturday: 8 a.m. – 3 
p.m. 

Swimming:  
Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays 6:45 a.m.- 10:40 a.m. 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 6:45 a.m. - 9:40 a.m. 
Afternoon hours Monday - Friday, 4:15 p.m. to 7:10 p.m. 
Beginning the weekend of Sept. 6, the pool will return 
to off-season weekend hours (8:15 a.m.- 11:10 a.m.) 

Season pick-up schedule is already in effect (until Sept. 7) 

Garbage: 
Mondays and Thursdays: 
Residents north of Vincent Avenue. 
Tuesdays and Fridays: 
Residents south of Vincent Avenue. 
Any Day: 
On-ground residents can take landfill waste to the 
dumpster at the rear of the Green Lot. Use the Main Lot 
entrance. 

Recycling: 
Wednesdays: 
All residents 
Any Day: 
On-ground residents can take recycling to the dump-
ster at the rear of the Green Lot. Use the Main Lot 
entrance.

Will resume off-season hours Aug. 25:
Tuesday – Friday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

NOTE: The Chautauqua USPS Post Office will be closed on 
Monday, Sept. 1, in observance of Labor Day. 

Encore Choral Institute returns for Week 10 
The Encore Summer Cho-
ral Institute is returning to 
Chautauqua Institution in 
Week 10, with more than 
100 Encore singers staying 
at the Athenaeum Hotel. 
From Sunday through Fri-
day, singers from across the 
country interested in honing 
their vocal technique will be 
in rehearsals with Encore’s 
distinguished artistic staff 
in preparation for a concert 
at 1:30 p.m. Friday in Eliza-
beth S. Lenna Hall.

Encore Creativity for 
Older Adults is the nation’s 
largest choral arts orga-
nization for adults 55 and 
over. With more than 2,000 
singers and 60 ensembles 
nationwide across many 
states, Encore is a leading 
organization in the field of 
creative aging. The organi-
zation was founded after a 
study funded by the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts 
and the National Institutes 
for Health found that older 
adults receive tremendous 
physical, mental, and emo-
tional benefits by partici-
pating in professionally-led 
choral arts programs. 

Encore’s programs include 
Encore Chorales, traditional 
choirs singing choral classics 
in four-part harmony;  En-
core ROCKS groups, singing 
rock ‘n’ roll hits from the ’50s, 
’60s and beyond; Arts for Life 
ensembles, which connect 
individuals with cognitive 
change and their care part-

ners through song; and En-
core University, online edu-
cational classes focusing on 
key areas of artistic wellness. 

Friday’s performance 
will be led by conductor 
Stephen Harouff, who will 
also be giving a concert on 
the Massey Memorial Or-
gan at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Amphitheater. Harouff 
is the conductor for sever-
al Encore Chorale ensem-
bles in Maryland, and the 
music director and organ-
ist at Towson Presbyterian 
Church. As a collaborative 
artist he has performed 
with the Annapolis Opera 
Company, Peabody Opera, 
the US Naval Academy Band 
and Annapolis Wind Sym-
phony. He holds a Master 
of Music degree in Organ 
from Peabody Conservato-
ry and has undergraduate 
degrees in music education 
and piano from West Vir-
ginia University.

The   Encore Summer 
Choral Institute in many 
ways embodies the spirit 
of Chautauqua; the insti-

tute recently announced 
the publication of a new 
choral composition with 
deep roots on the grounds. 
“Beautiful Chautauqua,” 
celebrating the spirit and 
heritage of Chautauqua 
Institution, has emerged 
from a unique collabora-
tion across time between 
mother and daughter.  
The song was complet-
ed this year by Sherry 
Hall, who found a draft of 
the piece 30 years after 
her mother, now long de-
ceased, began the compo-
sition and left it in a drawer 
with other treasured items 
and compositions.

Manoka Hall, a retired 
choral music teacher, en-
joyed participating in 
Chautauqua Institution 
for many years during her 

summer vacations. Sherry 
Hall continues the tradi-
tion, visiting annually as 
a singer with the Encore 
Summer Choral Institute at 
Chautauqua.

Last August, the group 
helped Hall finalize the 
composition by singing the 
four-part harmony so she 
could hear it live for the 
first time. The sheet mu-
sic is now available online 
through choral music pub-
lisher J.W. Pepper.  

Hall, a mother and 
grandmother, is also the 
author of children’s books 
that help children cope 
with relevant topics related 
to social-emotional learn-
ing. She lives in Ashburn, 
Virginia, and sings with the 
Encore Chorale of Ashburn.  

Chautauqua Institution 
is making history this 
September, as legendary 
singer-songwriter Bonnie 
Raitt takes the Amphithe-
ater stage on Friday, Sept. 
5. This concert marks  
the first major post-sea-
son event, signaling 
the possibility of more 
shows in the Amp out-
side of the traditional  
summer schedule. 

Raitt, a 13-time Gram-
my Award winner and 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
inductee, brings her ac-
claimed “Just Like That…” 
tour to Chautauqua, 
joined by special guest 
Jimmie Vaughan & The 
Tilt-A-Whirl Band. While 
Raitt is no stranger to 
the Amp stage, her return 
comes on a night of firsts: 
Chautauqua’s first major 
post-season concert, and 
the first time beer, wine 
and soft drinks will be 
available to patrons in-
side the venue. It’s a re-
turn that celebrates the 
past while helping secure 
Chautauqua’s future, with 
proceeds from the eve-
ning supporting the nine-
week Summer Assembly 
that is the core of Chau-
tauqua’s mission. 

By hosting a concert 
of this scale in Septem-
ber, Chautauqua is test-

ing how the Amp can be 
a gathering space and 
revenue generator in 
the shoulder weeks that 
frame the summer sea-
son. The intention is to 
welcome new audienc-
es, bring back dedicated 
concertgoers, extend the 
summer for Chautau-
quans, and generate reve-
nue to strengthen Institu-
tion’s ability to deliver the 
nine-week season. 

Because the event falls 
outside the summer sea-
son, concertgoers and 
community members can 
expect a few changes. All 
tickets will be reserved 
seating, a departure from 
the general admission 
format used during the 
summer. Children 12 and 
under, who attend sum-
mer events for free, will 
require a paid ticket for 
this performance. On the 
day of the event, Institu-
tion gates will close at 4 
p.m. on Friday and reopen 
at 6 a.m. Saturday, with 
Main Lot parking fees ap-
plying for all visitors. 

Tickets are available at 
tickets.chq.org or by call-
ing 716-357-6250. 

With Bonnie Raitt lead-
ing the charge, this fall 
event could be the begin-
ning of a vibrant new tra-
dition at Chautauqua. 

Raitt to headline 
historic concert

WIFI
The network is called 
“CHQ Guest” and is 
available throughout the 
Institution grounds. 

 » ON THE GROUNDS
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C L A S S I F I E D S
ROOMS FOR RENT DINING DINING

YOUR BREAKFAST IS READY. 
7:45 TIL 9:45. Tally Ho. 16 Morris. 
O u r  F a m o u s  B u t t e r m i l k 
Pancakes…Sour Dough French 
To a s t … G o u r m e t  3  f i l i n g 
Omelettes, Fruit Parfaits. Veranda 
or dining room seating.
Enjoy Sunday Brunch. Tally Ho. 
“All you care to Eat” 12 Noon til 2 
PM. $18.95. Carved roasts, Pasta 
favorites, Broiled Atlantic Scrod, 
Local Farm Vegetables, Salad 
Bar and dessert included.

Tally Ho. 5 PM til 7:30 PM. Buffet 
Dinner $24.95 or Ala Carte Menu. 
Featur ing Gri l led Steaks.. .
Maryland Crab Cakes...Rack of 
Lamb.. .Fresh Salmon Fi let 
Shrimp Cocktails...Our Stuffed 
Cabbage.  Bro i led  At lan t ic 
Haddock...Dessert and Salad Bar 
included. TAKE OUT BUFFET 
$10.95 per pound. 

SHOULDER SEASON ROOMS 
at 10 Pratt (Reformed Church 
House) Aug 29 - Sept 6. Info at 
cuccs.org.

POST OFFICE
A full-service post office is 
located on Bestor Plaza. 
During the season, the 
lobby is open weekdays 
7 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.; the 
window, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
On Saturdays, the lobby is 
open 7 a.m. to noon; the 
window, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Closed Sundays.  
(716) 357-3275

 » ON THE GROUNDS

WIFI
The network is called “CHQ 
Guest” and is available through-
out the Institution grounds. 

 » ON THE GROUNDS

The Marie Reid-Edward 
Spencer Babcox Memorial 
Fund is providing support 
for the Rt. Rev. Eugene Sut-
ton, who will preach at the 
10:45 a.m. ecumenical ser-
vice of worship and sermon 
Sunday in the Amphithe-
ater. The Babcox Fund was 
first established in memory 
of Mrs. Babcox, who died in 
1962. After Mr. Babcox died 
in 1970, their children, Reid 
B. Babcox and Mrs. Hugh F. 
Bell, changed the chaplaincy 
to a memorial for both par-
ents. Mr. and Mrs. Babcox’s 

lives exemplified the Chau-
tauqua ideal, and both were 
devoted to Chautauqua. 

Mrs. Babcox was a life 
member of the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club, the Chau-
tauqua Women’s Club and 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle; a member 
of the YWCA Committee; 
and an active participant 
in the Chautauqua Confer-
ences of the National Fed-
eration of Music Clubs. She 
was an honorary trustee of 
the Chautauqua Congre-
gational Association. As a 

member of the YWCA World 
Service Council, she visited 
many YWCAs abroad. 

As a young man, Mr. Bab-
cox was unable to attend col-
lege after his father’s sudden 
death. His success as a sales-
man prompted an invitation 
from Harvey Firestone to 
become advertising direc-
tor of the Firestone Tire and 
Rubber Company. Ten years 
later, Mr. Babcox established 
Babcox Automotive Publica-
tions, a firm still operated by 
members of the family. 

Mr. Babcox received na-

tional acclaim when he re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Ak-
ron at age 84. The universi-
ty also honored him at that 
time with a doctorate of 
humane letters in recogni-
tion of the influence he had 
exerted over students and 
faculty alike during his four 
years of study. Mr. Babcox 
was so deluged by mail from 
people of all ages who were 
inspired by his significant 
achievement that the uni-
versity provided an office for 
his correspondence.  

Reid-Babcox Fund supports closing sermon from Sutton

ANSWERS TO THIS EDITION’S
PUZZLES ON PAGE C3

A  S U M M E R  O F  D I A L O G U E

VON SMITH / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Chautauquans from di!erent faiths and backgrounds discuss capitalism in America during a Week Five session of the Chautauqua 
Dialogues on July 24 in the Disciples of Christ House. The Dialogues are small-group facilitated conversations focusing on the theme and 
lectures of each week — and on how to talk across di!erence — held at denominational houses and other locations across the grounds.

At right, Barbara Belle, left, 
facilitator Cathy Digel, center, 

and Carol Revilock participate in 
a Chautauqua Dialogues on July 

23 in the Lutheran House. Below 
left, Caroline Lane introduces 

herself during a July 10 session 
at the African American 

Heritage House. Below right, 
Joanne Huskey, left, listens to 

Dean Shostack, center, while he 
discusses a point with facilitator 

Susan Laubach July 24 on the 
porch of the Everett Jewish Life 
Center. Chautauqua Dialogues 

have been a staple of the 
summer — and grown in size and 

importance — for 15 years, first 
established by Lynn Stahl and 

Roger Doebke, who is stepping 
down from his role at the end of 

the season.   
JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

GEORGE KOLOSKI / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERTALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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P R O G R A M

7:00 (7 – 11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:15 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Leader: 
Carol McKiernan (Silent 
Meditation/Centering Prayer.) Hall 
of Philosophy

9:00 (9-3) Art Exhibit. “The West Branch 
of the Neversink Under Threat 
Under Stress.” Hovey Brock. Smith 
Memorial Library

9:30 Chabad Jewish House Community 
Shabbat Service. Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House

10:00 Season Highlights. (Programmed 
by Friends of Chautauqua Theater 
and the Bob McClure CHQ Play 
Readers.) “Highlights from Our 
2024-25 Season.” Donations 
accepted to benefit Roe Green 
Theater Center programming 
endowment. Smith Wilkes Hall

1:00 Memorial Service Honoring the Life 
of the Rev. Joan Brown Campbell. 
Hall of Philosophy

2:00 THEATER.  Chautauqua Theater 
Company presents the world 
premiere and CTC commission of 
The Witnesses (formerly Tell Me 
You’re Dying). (Reserved seating; 
purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center or Visitors Center 
ticket offices and one hour before 
curtain at Bratton kiosk.) Closing 
Performance. Bratton Theater

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main Gate 
Welcome Center.) Leave from Main 
Gate Welcome Center

5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy

6:00 Cinema Film Screening. 
"Everything's Going To Be Great." 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:15 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. 
Anyone interested in singing for 
Sunday worship must attend one 
rehearsal. Fletcher Music Hall

8:15 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Sweet 
Honey in the Rock  “Celebrating 
50 Years." Amphitheater

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. "Perfect 
Days." Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

Sa
SATURDAY
AUGUST 23

Su
SUNDAY

AUGUST 24

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

8:30 Songs, Prayers, Communion & 
Meditation. Hurlbut Church 

9:00 United Church of Christ Worship 
Service. UCC Randell Chapel

9:00 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Episcopal 
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

9:30 Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) Service. Quaker House, 
28 Ames

9:30 Services in Denominational Houses

9:30 Unitarian Universalist Service. Hall 
of Philosophy

9:30 Christian Science Service. 
Christian Science Chapel

9:30 Unity Service. Hall of Missions

10:45 ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AND SERMON. 
Bishop Eugene Sutton, senior 
pastor, Chautauqua Institution. 
Amphitheater and CHQ Assembly

12:00 (12-3) Art Exhibit. "The West 
Branch of the Neversink Under 
Threat Under Stress." Hovey Brock. 
Smith Memorial Library

12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Marion 
Lawrance Room, Hurlbut Church

1:00 Porch Chat. (Programmed by the 
African American Heritage House.)
Athenaeum Hotel Porch

2:00 Public Shuttle Tour of Grounds. 
Fee. (Purchase tickets at Main 
Gate Welcome Center. This tour is 
wheelchair accessible.) Leave from 
Main Gate Welcome Center

3:00 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL.
The Great Massey Movie. "The 
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari." Josh 
Stafford, Jared Jacobsen Chair for 
the Organist. Amphitheater

4:00 Church of the Wild. (Programmed 
by Quaker House.) Burgeson 
Nature Classroom

5:45 Cinema Film Screening. 
"Everything's Going To Be Great." 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:30 LGBTQ+ and Friends Reception. 
Athenaeum Hotel porch

8:00 SACRED SONG SERVICE. 
Amphitheater

8:30 CLOSING THREE TAPS OF 
THE GAVEL. “Did You Notice?” 
George T. Snyder, trustee for 
life, Chautauqua Institution. 
Amphitheater

8:30 Cinema Film Screening. "Perfect 
Days." Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

8:45 Three Taps Ice Cream Social. 
United Methodist House Porch

O N  T H E  Q UA R T E R  H O U R

JOSEPH CIEMBRONIEWICZ / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Pittsburgh-based artist Sayak Mitra paints the Miller Bell Tower Tuesday near the Pier Building. Mitra, 
whose work has been exhibited across the country and in his native India, was visiting his wife, who was 
on the grounds as part of Chautauqua Visual Arts’ two-week resident artist program.
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