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Florida State University De-
partment of Religion faculty 
member Sonya S. Cronin is 
“by trade, a storyteller and a 
biblicist,” she said. 

At 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy, she’ll 
deliver an Interfaith Lec-
ture informed by her ob-
servations of contempo-
rary punitive systems in 
the U.S. and her experience 
working with carceral sys-
tems. She will connect this 
background to parables of 
Joseph and his brothers, 
Cain and Hagar the Egyp-
tian in her lecture. 

“What prisons do is they 
magnify a problem that 
plagues everyone,” Cronin 
said, “So prisons almost be-
come a parable, even though 
they’re also a reality.”

Cronin is the founder of 
The Carrier Pigeon Post, 
a nonprofit newspaper 
composed of stories, es-
says and poetry designed 
to instill knowledge, liter-
acy and hope in people in 
prisons and reentry facil-
ities. Within her work on 
prison education, Cronin 
saw incarcerated people 
face many obstacles in  
accessing literature.

She said getting read-
ing materials into prisons 
is tricky and costly but can 
be transformative. Cro-
nin referred to these eight 
pages of volunteer-made 
newsprint as a periodical 
of hope. 

“What we’re trying to 
do is instill hope into re-
ally dark places through 
the power of story,”  
Cronin said.

In conjunction with the 
weeklong Interfaith Lecture 
Series theme, “The Eth-
ics of Enough,” Cronin said 
she will draw connections 
to a disposable society and 
faith’s role in offering hope.

According to Cronin, 
the U.S. prison system 
represents a “throwaway  
culture.”

“Most prisons are about 
two hours away from any-
thing,” she said. Cronin ar-
gues that society’s treat-
ment of people in prisons 
reflects a similar desire to 
hide trash. 

“There’s psychological 
reasons that we want these 
people gone, and some of it 
has to do with what they 
remind us of ourselves,” 
Cronin said.

By sending people out-
side of society’s sightline, 
she said prisons reinforce 
an “out of sight, out mind” 
mindset that makes it diffi-
cult to focus on rehabilita-
tion or reform.

She described prisons 
as a microcosm that can 
magnify already existing 
problems in society.

Cronin will discuss the 
idea that within prisons — 
which she described as a 
place of a disposable cul-
ture — there is also the 
power of hope. 

She said interfaith dis-

cussion also enters her lec-
ture through exploring her 
sentiments that “hope is not 
owned by one tradition.”
She said many of the people 
The Carrier Pigeon Post has 
encountered describe hope 
and transformation in spir-
itual terms.
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Citizens in today’s soci-
ety face a tough trade-off: 
“You can’t have healthcare, 
but you can have a shop-
ping spree at H&M.” Mod-
ern consumption patterns 
are intrinsically linked to 
histories of colonization 
and are detrimental to the 
environment, as writer and 
sustainability consultant 
Aja Barber explained in an 
interview with journalist 
Myriam François. 

In her alliterative debut 
novel, Consumed: The Need 
for Collective Change: Co-
lonialism, Climate Change, 
and Consumerism, Barber 
detailed where systems of 
power, sustainability, fash-
ion and culture meet. She 
will bring her insights to 
Chautauqua Institution at 
the 10:45 a.m. lecture to-
day in the Amphitheater, 
continuing Week Four’s 
theme, “Wasted: Our Era 
of Disposability.”

Grounded in her lifelong 
interest in fashion, Barber 
looks beyond sheer fab-
ric and sees the systems 
that have established and 
enabled consumer pat-
terns today, exacerbating 
wealth inequality and the  
climate crisis. 

“From the minute we 
are born, we’re trained to 
be consumers. That’s the 
society we live in,” Barber 
said in a 2021 interview 
with Vogue. 

Through the growth of 

social media, enabled by a 
lack of widespread education 
on the dangers of overcon-
sumption, continuous buying 
became “our entire culture,” 
Barber said in the interview 
with François. Purchasing 
goods can quickly become an 
easy dopamine hit in a world 
where larger structural suc-
cesses like a steady job mar-
ket, an affordable housing 
market or accessible health-
care are increasingly harder 
to come by. 

“The things that are real-
ly important and really mat-
ter, those social safety nets 
we all love … that stuff is go-
ing away, but instead we’re 
being flooded with cheap, 
accessible goods that are 
made by the exploitation of 
someone else,” Barber ex-
plained to François. 

This exploitation has 
roots in colonization, Bar-
ber said. From underpaid, 
mistreated people working 
in dangerous conditions to 
neighborhoods acting as 
dumping grounds for lit-
tle-worn clothing, “tradi-
tionally pillaged” countries 
— Barber’s preferred term, 
as opposed to the labels 
“developing countries” or 
“third world” — take the 
brunt of overconsumption’s 
negative impact. 
In Consumed, Barber wrote, 
“… colonialism shows up 
all over our planet, espe-
cially in the places where 
our products are manufac-
tured, but also in the places 
our trash goes and our used 
clothing gets dumped.”

CRONIN
BARBER

Author Barber to share insights 
on consumer exploitation

Cronin to discuss U.S. prison 
system issues through faith lens

ROCCO PRIOLETTI
STAFF WRITER

For Timothy Muffitt, artistic director of the 
School of Music, Ludwig van Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 3, “Eroica,” is a “watershed work,” act-
ing not only as a turning point for the composer, 
but for music at large.

“... You can’t follow [up] the ‘Eroica’ Sympho-
ny with anything. It’s such a powerful and mas-
sive statement,” he said about tonight’s monu-
mental closing masterpiece, performed by the  
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra.

“He ushered us over the hump of the 18th into 
the 19th century, incorporating so many ideas 
from the Age of Enlightenment,” Muffitt said. “But, 
ultimately, embracing the age of the individual — 
which is how we live now.”

Beethoven’s adoption of the interior human 
experience as being a valid source for artistic 
expression made the composer exceptionally 
groundbreaking and “radical” in 1803.

“So, in contrast to Mozart and Haydn and Bach 
and the people before Beethoven — who were just 
trying to often create something of extraordinary 
beauty — Beethoven was one of the first compos-
ers to really embrace the idea of personal expres-
sion in music, (as if Beethoven was saying) that 
this is something about what I’m feeling, right 
now, as a composer,” Muffitt said. 

CSO to perform 
‘Rainbow Body,’ 
Beethoven’s ‘Eroica’ 

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Conductor Rossen Milanov leads the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra as they perform Holst’s ‘The Planets’ Saturday in the Amphitheater. See CSO, Page 4

‘A POWERFUL & MASSIVE STATEMENT’

See BARBER, Page 4 See CRONIN, Page 4

The things that are 
really important and 
really matter, those 
social safety nets we 
all love … that stuff is 
going away, but instead 
we’re being flooded 
with cheap, accessible 
goods that are made 
by the exploitation of 
someone else.”

—AJA BARBER
Author of Consumed 

What we’re trying to do 
is instill hope into really 
dark places through the 
power of story.”

—SONYA S. CRONIN
Florida State University 

Department of Religion Faculty
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The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from 
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or 
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be 
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to 
Gracie Szablewski in the Daily’s editorial office. Please 
provide the name of the organization, time and place of 
meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

Women’s Center news
G. James Sammarco, M.D., will speak at 9:15 a.m. today 
at the CWC House for Chautauqua Speaks. His topic 
is “A Boy’s Story: Columbus Boychoir.” The Chautauqua 
Women’s Club will host Duplicate Bridge from 12:45 to 
4 p.m. at the CWC House. $12 fee to play.

Chautauqua Women’s Golf Association
Join CWGA to connect with local golfers, enjoy friendly 
competition and play a historic course at 8:30 Tues-
day mornings at the Chautauqua Golf Club. The annual 
league membership is $50. Reduced rates for both 18 
and 9 hole players. GHIN handicap required. Call the 
CGC Pro Shop at 716-357-6211.

CLSC Class of 2018 news
The CLSC Class of 2018 is meeting for “Books and Tea” 
to discuss your favorite CLSC books at 3 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall Dining Room. 
The CLSC scholarship recipient that our alumni class 
is sponsoring will also be attending. Cookies, tea and 
lemonade will be provided. 

CLSC Class of 2000 news
Important class meeting at 4 p.m. Tuesday at Alumni Hall. 
The class must elect new officers, make decisions about 
financial contributions to programs and update the class 
list. If you are interested in serving as a class officer, leave 
your name and contact information addressed to Pres-
ident Margaret Minor, Class of 2000, at the Alumni Hall 
at the Alumni Association Desk. For the meeting, tell the 
book you read this year that you liked best. Refreshments 
will be served. Questions? Email Ellen Chamberlin erc@
nweb.com or 440-346-4498. See you soon.

Learn life-saving skills at Firehouse Hall
A free “Stop the Bleed” and hands-only CPR course 
will be offered from 9 to 9:45 a.m. Wednesdays at Fire 
House Hall throughout the season. Walk-ins are wel-
come. For more information, contact Sid Holec, M.D., 
FACS, at 941-716-1729.

Library news 
At 12:30 p.m. today in Smith Memorial Library, adults 
and youth ages 10 and up are invited to “Origami! — 
Fold a Calico Cat” with Carol Comstock Bussell. At 9:15 
Wednesdays, join Carrie Jacobus and friends for a “Fi-
ber Arts Get-together.” Bring your projects!  

David Levy pre-concert lecture
David Levy’s pre-concert lecture at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
Hultquist Center will feature an interview of one of CSO’s 
youngest and newest members, cellist Daniel Kaler.

Tennis tournament
The tennis center will be holding the team tennis tour-
nament at 9 a.m. Saturday July 25. Check in will be at 
8:30 a.m. at the pro shop. To receive the team roster 
and T-shirt, sign up at the Pro Shop or call (716) 357-
6276 to reserve your spot.

Busch to present free masterclass as part of Miami 
partnership
At 12:30 p.m. Wednesday in Smith Wilkes Hall, Andrew 
Busch will present a free masterclass titled “Progress 
and Waste: Is it Possible to Uncouple these Historic 
Partners in Pollution?” It will explore progress in the 
context of human and environmental waste. Busch is 
director of Western Center for Social Impact and In-
novation at Miami University of Ohio and a 2026 Mi-
ami-Chautauqua Faculty Fellow.

BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS
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An enchanting evening

At top, from left, Hannah 
Verduzco, soprano, Eleanor 
Streisfeld, Haley Guerra, 
soprano, and Brenden 
Christie, tenor, perform as 
Spirits 2, 3, 1 and Tamino 
in the Chautauqua Opera 
Conservatory’s production 
of Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte 
Saturday in Norton Hall. 
At right, from left, Antoin 
Marshall, tenor, Elizabeth 
Palumbo, soprano, and 
Luke Randazzo, baritone, 
perform as Monostatos, 
Pamina and Papageno.

Above, Antoin Marshall, tenor, and Palumbo, perform as 
Monostatos and Pamina. At top right, Randazzo and Sarah Cao, 
soprano, perform as Papageno and Papagena. At right, Christie and 
Poppy Teague, soprano, perform as Tamino and Queen of the Night.

Opera Conservatory returns to Norton Hall for 
second performance of Mozart’s ‘The Magic Flute’

Correction
In the July 18 edition of The Chautauquan Daily, Chau-
tauqua Literary and Scientific Circle author Marie Ara-
na was incorrectly quoted as saying “testimonial” during 
her author presentation Friday. Arana said “testimonio,” a 
Spanish word referring to telling a story of what one has 
lived and witnessed. The Daily apologizes for this error.

SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK

Scan the QR code below 
and let us know how The 
Chautauquan Daily is doing! 

Your input will help inform 
decisions made for the 
2027 Chautauqua Summer 
Season and beyond.
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ARIANNA NEVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

At 10:45 a.m. Monday in the 
Amphitheater, David Wal-
lace-Wells opened Week 
Four’s Chautauqua Lecture 
Series theme, “Wasted: Our 
Era of Disposability,” with a 
lecture on the topic of climate 
change and pollution.

Wallace-Wells is a colum-
nist and staff writer for The 
New York Times, where he 
writes a weekly newsletter on 
climate change, technology 
and the future of the planet. 
He is also the author of the 
NYT bestselling book The 
Uninhabitable Earth, which 
investigates the consequenc-
es of global warming.

Wallace-Wells began his 
lecture by defining “cathe-
dral thinking,” a term that he 
said is “meant to both lament 
some shortcomings about 
modern life and to point us in 
a better direction.” He con-
textualized this by explaining 
that relatively recently, hu-
mans gathered to design proj-
ects that took generations to 
make and were meant to last  
for centuries.

Now, he said, there is a 
shift in this thinking. In-
stead, people are looking for 
things that are made quick-
ly and inexpensively, yet 
society doesn’t give much 
thought to how long these 
projects will endure.

“We can think of the world 
in those terms: disposability, 
waste, ephemerality,” Wal-
lace-Wells said. “… But the 
thing is, nothing really ever 
gets discarded — only passed 
along, deposited somewhere. 

… But what we call ‘dispos-
able’ is often just a different 
kind of permanent, a differ-
ent place of permanence; out 
of sight, out of mind perhaps 
for now, but not for long and 
not for everybody.”

When people think 
about climate change, Wal-
lace-Wells said most consider 
global warming as a “problem 
of centuries” and “caused by 
our great-great-great-grand-
parents,” but half of all car-
bon in the atmosphere can be 
attributed to the burning of 
fossil fuels that has occurred 
in the last 25 years.

Other aspects of climate 
change, he pointed out, are 
the speed of global warming 
and “horrifying disasters.” 
Wallace-Wells said events 
like “500-year storms,” which 
are defined by extreme rari-
ty, are now occurring more 
frequently and thus losing 
their meaning.  

Though carbon dioxide, 
the main driver of climate 
change, is often described 
as an invisible gas, it is a 
measurable substance, ac-
cording to Wallace-Wells. 
He said the carbon humans 
have put into the atmo-
sphere weighs more than 
“everything we have ever 
built on the surface of this 
planet” and “more than 
the total mass of all life on 
Earth” combined.

“This blanket of carbon, 
which is the most significant 
thing, the most visible thing 
and the most lasting thing we 
have ever beamed out into 
the universe, it’s beautiful 
in its way. Anything so large 

and lasting has to be,” Wal-
lace-Wells said. 

On the topic of fossil fu-
els and their effects, Wal-
lace-Wells said at least five 
million people die prema-
turely annually due to the 
burning of fossil fuels. He said 
on days with high levels of 
smog or air pollutants, living 
in Delhi, India, is equivalent 
to “smoking several packs of 
cigarettes,” and the city has 
the highest rates of respira-
tory illness in the world. Air 
pollution has been linked to 
mental illness of all kinds, 
worsened memory, as well 
as attention-deficit/hyper-
activity disorder and autism 
spectrum disorders, accord-
ing to Wallace-Wells. 

Wallace-Wells continued 
discussing the detriments 
that accompany even small 
increases in air pollutants. 

“Those breathing dirt-
ier air in childhood exhib-
it significantly higher rates 
of self-harm and adulthood 
… Depression in teenagers 
quadruples. Suicide becomes 
more common, too. 

Stock market returns are 
lower on days with higher air 
pollution. Surgical outcomes 
are worse. Crime goes up. 
… A 10% reduction in pollu-
tion could reduce the cost of 
crime by $1.4 billion a year,” 
Wallace-Wells said. “In 2019, a 
comprehensive global review 
found that air pollution dam-
ages every organ and virtual-
ly every cell in the body.”

Plastic pollution was an-
other aspect of waste Wal-
lace-Wells addressed; he said 
an explorer in 2019 found that 

plastic has been deposited in 
the ocean more than natural 
light has ever reached.

Wallace-Wells also said 
plastic has been found in 
ovarian follicular fluid and 
testicular tissue, “already 
embedded in not just the 
yet-to-be-born, but the yet-
to-be-conceived.” He said 
scientists call this the “ex-
posome,” which is “the sum 
of external exposures en-
countered by each of us over 
a lifetime, which portion and 
shape our fate alongside hu-
man behavior.”

Wallace-Wells acknowl-
edges the “bleakness” of all of 
the information. 

“Even while we tell our-
selves seemingly every day 
we are masters of our own 
destinies, I wonder why we 
look back at that evolution-
ary history and refuse to see 
clearly that we today are also 
the product of the conditions 
which we make, which we are 
therefore in control of, which 
we are the authors of — if we 
dare to acknowledge respon-
sibility,” he said. 

To close, he made three 
final points: There is almost 
no such thing as real dispos-
ability or recyclability; this 
generation will live through 
and with the waste; and “the 
effects, all things considered, 
are relatively limited.” He also 
said humanity is “past the 
peak of global air pollution.”

“We are — most of us — 
living flourishing, reward-
ing lives, even in the face 
of environmental contagion 
and climate crisis,” Wal-
lace-Wells said. “Almost 

certainly, that will always 
be the case, and that means 
this is not a fight to avoid 
extinction, and it is not 
a fight to avoid cinemat-
ic disaster enwrapping the 
whole globe. It is a fight to 
make life in the future bet-
ter than it is right now. We 
can’t let the size of the chal-
lenge push us into fatalism. 
Perhaps we can be com-
forted that the size of the 
challenge today seems on  
the margins.”

He said that in this situa-
tion, humans must look past 
their own fate at an individual 
level and think about others 

around them. 
“It’s a perverse and pro-

found lesson that the prob-
lem of pollution teaches us. 
Whatever we tell ourselves, 
however our culture in-
structs us otherwise, we 
are not autonomous from 
one another or from the 
world around us,” he said. 
“The person is an inviolable 
unit, but we are in fact con-
nected to each other and 
to everything that all of 
us does every day. Every-
thing we burn, we breathe. 
Everything we discard, we 
discover. And everyone is in 
it all together.”

Wallace-Wells presents candid view of climate change, effects of pollution

McKibben calls for climate solutions to use ‘energy from heaven, not from hell’ 

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Columnist and staff writer for The New York Times David 
Wallace-Wells speaks about the state of climate change and 
waste Monday in the Amphitheater.

LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

During his 2 p.m. Interfaith 
Lecture Monday in the Hall 
of Philosophy, Bill McKibben 
said he would be optimistic 
while discussing environ-
mentalism, but it would take 
him a minute to get there. 
He said he needed to “start 
with some realism” about 
the climate crisis.

“We’ve raised the tem-
perature of the Earth as much 
as scientists said we would,” 
McKibben said. “It has had 
more dramatic effects faster 
than they expected because 
science is basically a con-
servative business, and their 
predictions have been sur-
passed by what’s going on on 
our planet right now.”

McKibben pointed to 
several areas where he has 
seen environmental dev-
astation and responses to 
that devastation. He said 
the locations differ in pub-
licity, from places like Los 
Angeles, California, which 
receive frequent media 
coverage, to Derna, Lib-
ya, where he said there are 
fewer eyes. He spoke of a 
flood three years ago that 
drowned out Derna in just 
one hour.

He said there is a pattern 
in countries that contribute 
the least to climate change 
bearing the worst of its con-
sequences. He pointed to the 
conversation of taking ac-
countability. The U.S., he said, 
represents 4% of human be-
ings, but has produced about 
a quarter of all greenhouse 
gas emissions.

McKibben said reducing 
natural gas energy dictates 

the ability for many humans 
to live healthy lives.

“At this point, every tenth 
of a degree we raise the tem-
perature moves 100 million of 
our brothers and sisters from 
a safe to a dangerous climate 
zone.” He said this harm is 
motivation for people to act 
quickly and consider the im-
pact of societal institutions.

“The wounds of our plan-
et are now going beyond the 
superficial flood and fire to 
the deeper, systematic level,” 
McKibben said.

He said simultaneous 
with environmental devas-
tation across the world are 
new kinds of autocracy and 
authoritarianism.

He transitioned from 
“the bad stuff” to what he 
said is “the one big good 
thing happening on our 
planet.” He said he sees the 
rapid rise in cheap, clean 
energy as “big enough 
and good enough that 
it gives us some hope of 
taking a bite out of both 
the climate crisis and  
authoritarianism crisis.”

Learning to control 
combustion of coal, gas and 
oil, McKibben said, “gave us 
modernity.”

However, McKibben said 
describing renewable energy 
as “alternative energy” un-
dermines the technology he 
sees as a necessity.

With his work as the 
founder of Third Act — an 
organization focused on en-
gaging people 60 and older 
in climate action and justice 
— he highlighted the credi-
bility of this demographic, 
who, he pointed out, have 
lived for a fourth of the Unit-

ed States’ existence.
He said green energy re-

quires a “fight” because it 
directly opposes authori-
tarian powers in the fossil 
fuel industry.

He gave examples of green 
energy initiatives in other 
countries, including Pakistan, 
which he said was led by the 
people rather than a govern-
ment or organization, and 
Cuba, which implemented a 
rapid spread of solar pow-
er out of necessity after oil 
embargoes left the country 
without power.

McKibben said he thinks 
the trend of renewable ener-
gy will continue.

“It’s a beautiful idea to 
imagine people around the 
world relying on energy that 
comes from where they are. 
Think about the sun coming 
our way today. Think about 
the breezes that have been 
blowing through this hall as 
we speak.”

McKibben emphasized re-
newable sources of energy 
are not just realistic, but in 
fact necessary. 

“Every corner of this plan-
et is stocked with enough en-
ergy from above to get the job 
done,” McKibben said, adding 
that this is good news for all 
— except owners of oil wells 
and coal mines.

He called for people to 
seek “energy from heaven, 
not from hell.”

McKibben said speeding 

up the transition to sun and 
wind power is necessary to 
address climate change and 
function on a more stable and 
less costly energy system. 
He said, however, if it takes 
40 years to get to that point, 
then Earth will be a “broken 
planet” by then.

He said creating a soci-
ety that is possible to sustain 
comes with fighting authori-
tarian powers within the fos-
sil fuel industry.

McKibben said this fight 
must also take place at the 
federal level, which includes 
gearing up for upcoming 
elections. McKibben said he 
has concentrated his recent 
efforts in Republican dis-
tricts and states, and his ef-
forts have focused on “trying 
to get some foothold back in 
D.C. so that we have some 
chance of getting America 
back on track.”

Regarding the question 
of who should be engaged 
with this fight, he boiled 
it down to “old people like 
[him]” and “people of faith.” 
He said people over 60 
have several advantages, 
including political and so-
cial movements being like 
“muscle memory” given the 
era they grew up with.

McKibben also ad-
dressed the crowd, saying: 
“Politicians pay attention 
to us because they know 
that every single person in 
this room voted in the last 

election. There is no known 
way to stop old people from 
voting; we might as well 
make the most of it.”

For people of faith, he said, 
environmental stewardship is 
central. Regarding the Bible, 
“the very first page is filled 
with the story of the good 
Lord creating this beautiful 
place and giving us our first 
job, which was to take care of 
it, to exercise dominion over 
it,” McKibben said, adding 
this is something society has 
“done a very poor job of.”

He said that hope lies in 
motivations of faith and high-
er powers that connect indi-
viduals to nature.

“We were not supposed 
to cook the planet. We were 
supposed to take care of it,” 
McKibben said.

McKibben called peo-
ple of faith to action, say-
ing that their obligation is 
clear. He said seeing re-
ligion enter the environ-
mentalism movement has 
been beautiful to watch, 
and “that’s begun to be a 
very important part of this 
movement.”

McKibben said while 2026 
will induce questions of 
what Christianity will look 
like politically, he said with 
certainty: “This is not what 
the good Lord had in mind.”

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Author, activist and educator Bill McKibben discusses the impacts 
of climate change and the rising role of renewable energy Monday 
in the Hall of Philosophy.



Marginalized communities 
are disproportionately af-
fected by the climate crisis, 
according to Barber, which 
overconsumption contributes 
to on a massive scale through 

resource overuse, emissions 
from product production and 
masses of discarded goods. 

The cycle of consumption 
is largely driven by fast fash-
ion brands whose priority is 
to sell as much as possible, 
as cheaply as possible. How-
ever, in the interview with 

François, Barber said plac-
ing blame on corporations 
— though accurate — doesn’t 
relinquish individuals from 
their obligation to action. 

“People love the conver-
sation about, ‘It’s not on the 
individual, it’s on the corpo-
ration,’” Barber said. “Well 

yeah, obviously. Who is going 
to regulate a system if we as 
individuals do not change 
ourselves a little bit? … I still 
think that we have to start 
unlearning for ourselves be-
fore we can change anything.”

This unlearning can look 
like everyday efforts to make 

the most with what one has. 
Over time, practices like 
questioning just how much 
one really needs to consume, 
learning how to repair one’s 
clothes and swapping clothes 
with friends can change over-
consumerist habits.

Consumed ends with a 

message reminding readers 
of their value as individuals 
and the power that even one 
action holds.

“Go ahead and put that 
back on the rack. Remove it 
from your shopper basket. 
You don’t need it, because 
you’re good as you are.”
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The colossal stature of Bee-
thoven’s “Eroica” Symphony is 
felt throughout every aspect 
of the work. For perspective, 
the program’s opening piece, 
Christopher Theofanidis’ 
“Rainbow Body,” is shorter in 
its entirety compared to Bee-
thoven’s first movement.
“The first movement, 

alone, is as long as some of 
the symphonies that Haydn 
and Mozart wrote,” Muffitt 
said. “He created something 
of a completely different 
weight and level of gravitas in 
this symphony.”
Under Muffitt’s baton, the 

CSO will open their program 
with Theofanidis’ “Rainbow 

Body” and conclude with 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 3, 
“Eroica,” at 8 p.m. tonight in 
the Amphitheater. 

Despite being composed 
in 2000, the foundation of 
“Rainbow Body” sprung from 
old traditions, such as the an-
cient music of Hildegard of 
Bingen — a female composer 
during the High Middle Ages.

“After an introduction, 
[the] music reaches out to 
us with these echoes of an 
earlier time, that, I think, 
immediately kind of bring[s] 
the listener into the picture 
and set[s] a certain tone,” 
Muffitt said. 
Theofanidis’ influences 

encompass not only the out-
reaches of musical tradition, 
but spirituality as well. The ti-
tle, “Rainbow Body,” refers to 

the Tibetan Buddhist belief of 
the “recycling of positive en-
ergy” after death through en-
ergy’s absorption and return 
into the universe. 

“Those are two power-
ful ingredients to mix into a 
work of music,” Muffitt said. 
“Theofanidis has a great skill 
at bringing these ideas to life 
and mixing them together 
and creating a beautiful arc 
of an experience over the 
course of the approximately 
12 minutes of the work.”

Contextualized beside 
each other, the two pieces 
ebb and flow through con-
trasting periods and perspec-
tives. Theofanidis harkens 
back to ancient song and uni-
ty through spirituality, while 
Beethoven looks inwards to-
wards the self, introducing 

modern artistic expression 
via individuality.

“It ends up creating kind of 
an arc form, doesn’t it?” Muf-
fitt said. “We go back centu-
ries, centuries and centuries 
and fold it over into this time 
of Beethoven who brings us 
a little bit more up to date — 
even though the first work is 
the more recent of the two.”
Muffitt shared his excite-

ment for the performance. 
“It’s always a pleasure for 

me to make music with my 
friends and colleagues in 
the CSO. 

I enjoy listening to them all 
summer long,” Muffitt said. 
“And so, I always look forward 
to this opportunity to share 
the stage with them.”

CSO
FROM PAGE 1

BARBER
FROM PAGE 1

She said hope is psycho-
logical, emotional and  
contagious.

In her time working on 
sending books into prisons, 
Cronin said obstacles include 
tailoring to individuals and, 
sometimes, getting the book 
there at all.

“It could arrive at a prison 
mail room, and for whatever 
reason somebody looks at it 
and goes, ‘No, we’re not let-
ting this in,’” Cronin said. Al-
though she said she is not sure 

where these rejected packag-
es have gone, she knows that 
these discarded books have 
led to a loss of funds at an un-
sustainable rate.

“We began to realize that 
we wanted reading materi-
als that were reading-lev-
el appropriate, that were … 
Department of Corrections 
compliant,” Cronin said.

She said providing a news-
paper as an alternative has 
influenced cultural change in 
prisons and reentry facilities.

“Multiple people are read-
ing the same thing, which 
then allows for conversation 
and community and the abil-

ity to dialogue on something 
other than prisons and how 
bad the food is.”

In the earliest stages of 
The Carrier Pigeon Post 
in September 2024, Cro-
nin said they distributed 
3,000 copies, and they’re 
now printing 25,000 copies  
a month.

“We have writing that’s 
donated, and we have peo-
ple that are really concerned 
about the fact that the United 
States incarcerates two mil-
lion people,” Cronin said.
As a first-time speak-

er at Chautauqua, she said 
she is excited to introduce 

The Carrier Pigeon Post and, 
through a spiritual lens, share 
her experiences observing 
how literature instills hopes 
of brighter futures. She ex-
pressed how the support net-
work around the nonprofit 
newspaper is part of the emo-
tional support it provides.

“[The Carrier Pigeon Post 
is] a way of telling people 
that are in prison that they 
have not been thrown away, 
that they are not alone, that 
there are people on the out-
side that do genuinely care 
about them and we’re mak-
ing efforts to make their lives 
better,” Cronin said.

CRONIN
FROM PAGE 1

David B. Levy is the author of Symphony Notes, 
an in-depth exploration of each Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra performance program. 
Levy is professor emeritus of music at Wake 
Forest University. He holds a doctorate in 
musicology from the University of Rochester and 
remains actively involved in scholarly pursuits. His 
primary focus has been on the music of Ludwig 
van Beethoven, about which he has published 
numerous articles and a book, Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony, published by Yale University Press. 

Levy will give a pre-concert lecture at 6:30 p.m. 
tonight in Hultquist 101.

READ SYMPHONY NOTES ONLINE
BY DAVID B. LEV Y

You can read Levy’s full analysis 
of and expertise on tonight’s 

program at chqdaily.com or by 
scanning this QR code.

LEAVING 
FOR THE 
SUMMER?
To get your 
subscription of the 
Daily through the 
mail, either stop 
into our office on 
Bestor Plaza or 
call us at 716-357-
6235 

THE 
CHAUTAUQUAN 
DAILY

T H E  G R E AT  A M E R I C A N  P I C N I C

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above left, Matt Fitzgerald cooks hot dogs during the Great American Picnic Sunday outside Alumni Hall.  Above right, Tom Harris-Adam and his 
father Si Harris-Adam play a game of checkers. Below right, Welling Hall and Kitty McLaren serve hot dogs to Chautauquans during the picnic.



Baptist House
All Chautauquans are invit-
ed for cookies and punch 
at 3 p.m. today followed by 
a hymn sing at the Baptist 
House (35 Clark).

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
The service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 a.m. to 
10:40 a.m. weekdays in UCC 
Randell Chapel located on 
Odland Plaza. 

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Join us for Mass at 8:15 am 
Monday–Friday at Hurlbut 
Church. (NEW worship site 
and time). All Chautauquans 
are welcome at our social 
hour at 3:15 p.m.

Chabad Jewish House
Chabad invites all Chautau-
quans to the following pro-
grams. On Tuesday, Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin teaches 
“Jewish Ethics,” exploring 
everyday moral dilemmas 
through the wisdom of the 
Talmud and other Jewish 
sources, from 9:15 to 10:15 
a.m. at Zigdon Chabad Jew-
ish House.

On Wednesday, Vilenkin 
teaches “Positive Living,” a 
class on practical principles, 
wisdom and tools for de-
veloping a positive outlook, 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. at Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House (23 
Vincent on the Brick Walk).

At 9:45 p.m. Chabad will be 
hosting a Tisha B’Av service — 
Lamentations reading at the 
Zigdon Chabad Jewish House.

Chabad’s Kosher food 
tent/trailer is available at the 
following times and locations:

From 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday through Wednesday 
on Bestor Plaza

From 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
Friday on Bestor Plaza

For dinner service and 
specialized dining needs, 

individuals are encouraged 
to pre-order from a full 
lunch and dinner menu by 
visiting cocweb.org.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
Cantor Julie Newman will lead 
Jewish Mindfulness Medita-
tion sessions from 7:45 to 8:30 
a.m. Monday through Friday 
in the lower-level chapel of 
the Presbyterian House. 

Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. weekdays around 
the Peace Pole in the Hall of 
Missions Grove. The all-faith 
prayer is led by a different 
denomination each week, 
and prayer handouts are 
distributed daily. 

Christian Science House
The social hour is at 3:15 p.m. 
today on the porch.

The evening testimo-
ny meeting is at 6:45 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Christian 
Science Chapel. Readings 
of citations from the Bible 
and Christian Science text-
book are followed by con-
gregants sharing examples 
of benefits of their study 
in their daily lives. All are 
welcome to use our Study 
Room 24/7 for reflection 
and prayer. You are invit-
ed to study this week’s Bi-
ble lesson, “Truth,” to read 
Christian Science period-
icals including The Chris-
tian Science Monitor and 
use our computer-based 
church resources.

Disciples of Christ House
David S. Liebschutz will 
present a talk on “Resilient 
Leadership” during our so-
cial hour at 3:30 p.m. today 
at the Disciples of Christ 
House (32 Clark).

Episcopal Cottage
A Bible study, led by the Epis-
copal chaplain of the week, 
will take place from 8:30 to 9 
a.m. each Wednesday at the 
Episcopal Cottage. 

Everett Jewish Life Center
Appelbaum continues at 12:30 
p.m. Tuesday with a lunch talk 
titled “The Jews Who Brought 
You the Weekend,” uncov-
ering the untold story of the 
real origins of the American 
five-day work week and ask-
ing whether ancient practices 
might offer unexpected relief 
from the digital overload of 
contemporary life.

Hebrew Congregation and 
Everett Jewish Life Center
From 3:30 to 4:30 pm. Tues-
day, the Hebrew Congrega-
tion and Everett Jewish Life 
Center will hold a meet and 
greet to welcome Cantor Ol-
ivia Brodsky, the Chautau-
qua Chaplain of the Week, 
on the porch of Everett Jew-
ish Life Center.

Hurlbut Memorial 
Community Church
A service of meditation, 
scripture, prayer, songs and 
Communion is held from 
8:30 to 9:15 a.m. Sunday at 
Hurlbut Church.

Hurlbut Meal Ministry
Hurlbut Church will be serv-
ing lunch from 11:45 a.m. to 
1:15 p.m. Monday through 
Friday in Truesdale Hall. Tur-
key Dinner will be held from 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Thursdays 

in Truesdale Hall. Cash and 
card accepted; proceeds go 
toward our local and global 
ministry partners, including 
the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief. See our 
website for menu options.

Labyrinth
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends.  
Enter through Turner Com-
munity Center or the Turner 
Gate. The Labyrinth is on the 
right under the trees. Re-
member your gate pass.

Lutheran House
Be sure to stop by starting 
at 3:15 p.m. for our denom-
ination house social with 
cookies and refreshments 
provided by members of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in 
Erie, Pennsylvania.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invited 
for coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and lemonade in between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture each week-
day morning on the porch. 
The house porch overlooking 
the Amphitheater provides a 
good place to find old friends 
and make new ones.

Join us at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Presby-
terian House for “United 
Church of Christ (UCC) and 
Disciples and Their Response 
to the Crisis in the Middle 
East,” a presentation by Pe-
ter E. Makari. Makari, an 
Egyptian American, has lived 
in the Middle East, serves as 

Global Relations Minister for 
the Middle East and Europe 
with the Common Global 
Ministries Board of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ.

Quaker House
Join us for “BYO Lunch: A 
Quaker’s Faith Into Action” 
at 12:30 p.m. at the Quak-
er House (28 Ames) to hear 
three Quakers’ journeys of 
how faith transforms their 
life’s work and experience. 

Liz Nicholson, director of 
Quaker Leadership Scholar-
ship Program, Friends Cen-
ter, Guilford College, Friend 
of the Week (Chaplain) will be 
joined by Jonny Costello and 
Clara Fuehler, Quaker Volun-
tary Service fellows. 

Join us for “Social Hour: 
Quaker Art Speaks: Exhibi-
tions and Discussions.” In-
teract with Quaker artist Cai 
Quirk’s quilts and eat deli-
cious snacks at 3:30 Tuesday 
at the Quaker House.

Join Chautauqua Quak-
ers for an unprogrammed 
meeting for worship in the 
Burgeson Nature Classroom 
at 8 a.m. Thursday mornings 
throughout the season.

On Wednesday all are in-
vited to hear young Quaker 
Voluntary Service Fellows 
Jonny Costello and Clara 
Fuehler talk about their ex-
perience at 12:30 p.m. at the 
Quaker House.

United Church of Christ
Join Chaplain of the Week the 
Rev. Amy Cleere during our 
Social Hour at 3:15 p.m. today 
in the living room of the UCC 
Headquarters (6 Bowman). 

United Methodist House
Join us at 3:30 p.m. Friday at 
the UM House for the pre-
sentation, “Do Palestinians 
Exist?” by Dr. Houssam Ab-
dul Al. Houssam Abdul Al was 
born in Damascus in 1965 to 
a successful attorney who 
was displaced from Palestine 
in 1948. In 1989, the values 
of resilience, discipline and 

perseverance instilled by his 
father’s story led Houssam to 
immigrate to the U.S., train in 
Internal Medicine and build 
his career in Pennsylvania — 
all while maintaining a deep 
connection to Palestinian 
history and identity.

Unitarian Universalist
All are invited to join us for 
our “UU Tea” for beverages, a 
delicious array of snacks and, 
of course, fellowship at 3:15 
p.m. Tuesday on our beautiful 
back patio at the UU House (6 
Bliss). The Rev. Bill Lyon, this 
week’s guest minister, will be 
in attendance to engage in 
conversation.

At 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Hall of Philosophy, the 
Cultural Ethics Series will 
take place. Our guest speak-
er this week will be Elias Or-
tega, president of Meadville 
Lombard Theological School. 
His talk will be, “A Theologi-
cal Education for the Social 
Good: Restoring Our Dem-
ocratic Project and Com-
munities of Care.” Ortega is 
dedicated to advancing social 
theory and ethical leadership; 
these initiatives contribute to 
a culture of inclusivity, crit-
ical inquiry and transforma-
tive learning that aligns with 
organizational goals.

Unity of Chautauqua
From 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in Turner Com-
munity Center, the Rev. Kathy 
Harwood Long will present a 
Positive Path for Spiritual Liv-
ing lecture titled “Post Doom 
Spirituality.” Chautauqua res-
idents bring gate passes.

Long works as a mentor 
and emissary for sacred ecol-
ogy, spirituality and The New 
Story of evolutionary change.

Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
and a Sunday Celebration 
service at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Hall of Missions. For de-
tails, visit unitychq.org.
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The J. Everett Hall Memori-
al Chaplaincy and The Ran-
dell-Hall Memorial Chaplain-
cy generously support this 
week’s Cantor Olivia Brodsky, 
at 9:15 a.m. in the Amphithe-
ater. Cantor Brodsky serves 
as cantor and co-clergy of 
East End Temple in Manhat-
tan and is dedicated to pre-

serving Jewish culture and 
tradition while making it ev-
ermore applicable to daily life 
and accessible for people of 
all generations.

The J. Everett Hall Me-
morial Chaplaincy was es-
tablished in 1960 through 
thoughtful gifts from Mrs. 
Hall in loving memory of her 

husband. Through her vision, 
Mr. Hall’s legacy lives on, sup-
porting meaningful worship 
experiences for generations 
to come. 

The Randell-Hall Memo-
rial Chaplaincy, created in 
1963 by Mrs. E. Snell Hall of 
Jamestown, honors two dis-
tinguished individuals whose 

lives were closely intertwined 
with both Jamestown and 
Chautauqua: the Rev. Alfred 
E. Randell and E. Snell Hall. 

Randell, minister emeri-
tus of Jamestown’s historic 
First Congregational Church, 
served as director of Religion 
at Chautauqua for 14 years, 
beginning in 1943. His lead-

ership came at a pivotal time, 
and his dedication helped 
shape the Institution’s reli-
gious life in lasting ways. In 
1946, following distinguished 
service in New York City as 
assistant superintendent of 
the New York State Congre-
gational Churches, Randell 
and his wife chose to make 

Chautauqua their permanent 
home, devoting themselves 
fully to its community. 

Together, these chaplain-
cies represent a legacy of 
generosity and devotion. The 
families’ enduring support 
continues to nurture Chau-
tauqua’s traditions of worship 
and spiritual reflection. 

Hall, Randell-Hall Chaplancies support Cantor Brodsky as Week Four chaplain

Religion has ability to anchor deeply thoughtful, moral, just society, says Brodsky

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

C antor Olivia Brodsky often gets asked a provocative 
question. “I am sure you do too,” she told the con-
gregation. “People ask why they should participate in 

religious life if their beliefs are not certain, if the sacred texts 
raise more questions than they answer or they can’t affirm all 
the beliefs the community holds. Why bother?”

Brodsky used her sermon at the 9:15 a.m. Monday morn-
ing worship service in the Amphitheater to give answers to 
those questions. Her sermon title was “Action, not Belief,” and 
the scripture reading was Deuteronomy 6:1–9. She began her 
sermon by singing “I Have a Voice” by Elana Arian. She was 
accompanied by Sonya Subbayya Sutton, interim director of 
Sacred Music, on the Steinway piano.

“People often think that the primary gateway to religious 
life is through theological certainty. But this is a misguid-
ed notion of why someone should participate in religious 
life,” Brodsky said. “Too many people deprive themselves of 
religious community because they think they have to have 
theological convictions before they join.”

The anthem sung by the Motet Choir, “Kehillah Kedoshah,” 
means holy community. The anthem described how each 
person must help, give, pray, heal and live in the community, 
to do the work of the community. 

“People can value the community because of its lifelong 
learning, praying with their feet, teaching children or sim-
ply carrying on family traditions,” Brodsky said. “Religion 
offers far more than doctrine or commandments. Religion 
helps us to sanctify time rather than just manage it, teach-
es us to disagree respectfully and that we are just a small 
part of the whole story. It has inherent value whether or 
not you believe in God.”

In Deuteronomy, Moses and the Hebrew people stand at 
the foot of Mount Sinai and Moses gives a commandment, the 
Shema: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your might.”

Brodsky said, “The people respond, ‘We will do and we 
will hear.’ Why ‘do’ before they ‘hear’? Shouldn’t understand-
ing come before commitment? In Hebrew, to hear can also 
mean to understand, or to internalize or come to appreciate. 
Therefore, Judaism moves toward an enduring insight about 
human experience: Understanding, meaning and connection 
can grow through action itself.”

Philosophers have long distinguished between proposi-
tional knowledge, knowing that something is true, and ex-
periential knowledge, the kind of understanding that comes 

only through live encounter. As an example, Brodsky said to 
understand the color blue, a scientist can talk about rods and 
cones and ways light gets into the eyes. But for a person who 
cannot see, it is hard to understand what blue looks like. “We 
can’t suspend our intellect, but some understanding only 
comes through lived experience.”

In Judaism, love is not just an emotional state but is some-
thing actional. When we say we love God with all our heart 
and soul and might, the community rituals and practices 
cultivate conditions so that feelings can grow. 

“Teaching children to do these ritual acts, to bind them 
on the hand and to the doorpost, means that by love we are 
nurtured and sustained. We are called to honor our mother 
and father — not love, only honor — but with acts of devotion 
over time, our affections deepen, relationships mature. Love 
itself grows through deeds. Judaism doesn’t simply command 
love. It teaches us how to love,” Brodsky said. 

“The heart follows the deed” is part of a 13th-century 
Spanish text, Sefer HaChinukh. Brodsky said, “We often 
speak about the commandments as obligations and restric-
tions rather than gifts that contain formative value. They 
can cultivate passion, generosity, responsibility, gratitude, 
humility and belonging.”

She continued, “Their value is not exhausted by their theo-
logical justification. It is also made evident by the lives that 
they help us to build, the communities they help us to sustain 
and the people they invite us to become.”

Religion has undeniably been used to justify hatred, 
violence, exclusion and oppression; any honest account of 
history must acknowledge that reality, Brodsky told the 
congregation. But the abuse of religion does not negate 
its intended purpose any more than the abuse of medicine 

neutralizes its healing effects or the abuse of law nullifies 
the quest for justice.

Brodsky said, “At its best, religion has the capacity to 
anchor a deeply thoughtful, moral and just society. It offers 
practices that cultivate habits, relationships and rhythms 
through which meaningful lives are built.”

A meaningful life is not just stumbled upon. “For Judaism 
or other faiths to flourish, we need to recover the richness of 
our traditions to appeal to people. A tradition that teaches us 
to stop one day a week in order to remember that our worth 
is not only measured by our productivity has something im-
portant to teach a society,” she said.

She concluded, “A tradition that insists no one should 
mourn alone has something to say during an epidemic of 
loneliness. A tradition that gathers around a dinner table 
year after year to retell our story has wisdom to impart on a 
society that struggles to remember where it came from and 
the people who got us to where we are today. A tradition that 
preserved centuries of disagreements within its own sacred 
texts has something invaluable to teach the world increasing-
ly plagued by polarization.”

Many people understand faith as requiring certainty in 
things that cannot be proven. “This perception causes many 
thoughtful people to conclude that religion is not for them. 
But perhaps by engaging in religious ritual, faith will deepen 
and our understanding of God will evolve. Or perhaps, all of 
our questions will remain,” Brodsky said.

She concluded, “What matters most is the willingness to 
enter the conversation, to join the community, to open your-
self up to the possibility of discovering something new and 
to engage in whichever aspect of tradition most resonates 
within you. The enduring relevance of religion lies not in what 
it asks us to believe, but in who it asks us to become.” 

The Rev. Mary Lee Talbot, Ph.D., a member of The Chautau-
quan Daily editorial staff, presided. Leslie Adler, president of 
the Hebrew Congregation of Chautauqua, read the scripture. 
Sonya Subbayya Sutton, interim director of Sacred Music, 
played “Melody” by Myroslav Skoryk, arranged by Jonathan 
Dimmock, for the prelude on the Massey Memorial Organ. 
The Motet Choir, under the direction and accompanied by 
organ scholar Owen Reyda, sang ”Kehillah Kedoshah,” music 
by Dan Nichols, text by Mike Moskowitz. Reyda played Fünf 
Fest-Präludien: No. 1 by Louis Lewandowski on the Massey 
Organ. Support for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is 
provided by the J. Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincy and the 
Randell-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy.

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT



JENNA OUTCALT
STAFF WRITER

According to Rachael Zoe 
Miller, there’s not just one 
way people can connect to 
the water. Miller herself is a 
fan of watersports, includ-
ing paddling, sailing and 
swimming. Beyond recre-
ation, the water also ignites 
her creativity and curiosity.

“Whether some-
one makes a connection 
through motion and sport, 
or through curiosity and 
understanding and knowl-
edge, or through creativity 
and inspiration, all of those 
end up with a similar out-
come, which is an energy 
and enthusiasm to protect 
those places,” Miller said.

Miller, an ocean conser-

vationist, author and Na-
tional Geographic Explor-
er, will speak about the era 
of disposability and launch 
her new book at 12:30 p.m. 
today in Smith Wilkes Hall 
in partnership with the 
Bird, Tree & Garden Club 
and Chautauqua Climate 
Change Initiative.

The first part of Miller’s 
lecture will present some of 
her stories about protect-
ing the ocean, particularly 
focusing on marine debris. 

“The water, because you 
can only see so much when 
you’re standing next to it, 
holds such a lore and mys-
tery for people,” Miller said.

She will play a game with 
the audience called “Source 
or Sink,” asking attendees 

to guess whether particu-
lar places around the globe 
create more waste or ab-
sorb more waste from oth-
er places. Miller will also 
introduce a new citizen sci-
ence program that recently 
opened for participants.

Her lecture will lead 
into a book launch where 
she will introduce Deci-
sion-Making in the Age 
of Plastics: Kitchens! The 
new book looks at essential 
kitchen products and how 
people can reduce their 
exposure to microplastics 
and other chemicals with 
their purchasing choices.

“It’s an opportunity for 
people to understand more 
about these categories 
of products, what they’re 

made of, what the conse-
quences of those materi-
als might have in terms of 
their health, environmental 
health and even on their 
wallets,” Miller said.

According to Miller, kitch-
ens are “one of the most sig-
nificant vectors for micro-
plastics becoming inhaled or 
ingested.” However, her book 
lays out ways to minimize po-
tential harm in the kitchen.

“And the good news is it 
doesn’t have to cost a for-
tune,” she added. “It doesn’t 
have to mean that you com-
pletely change all of your 
kitchen habits, and it is pretty 
low-hanging fruit for person-
al and environmental impact.”

Week Four’s theme focus-
es on the era of disposability; 

Miller, an expert in the way 
waste can affect the world, 
said the theme goes to the 
root of many issues she works 
with, such as marine debris 
and exposure to plastics or 
plastic-related chemicals. 
However, Miller also hopes 
disposability is a bell curve, 
and society is past the peak.

“We’ve learned a lot about 
the consequences, and I do 
think that collectively we 
are moving towards seeing 
the value in materials, and 
seeing the value in things, 
and seeing the negative val-
ue that the end of life pro-
duces,” she said.

Miller said finding solu-
tions to disposability re-
quires everyone from con-
sumers and small businesses 
to national governments and 
large corporations.

“This is complex, and 

complexity doesn’t mean 
that we can’t overcome it,” 
she said. “It just means that 
it requires interdisciplinar-
ity and that we need to ad-
dress this complex problem 
from multiple disciplines, 
with multiple stakeholders.”

JENNA OUTCALT
STAFF WRITER

Waste disposal is one of the 
most ubiquitous environ-
mental concerns that sur-
rounds us — and one of the 
most undervalued, accord-
ing to John Atkinson.

“We take it for granted 
that the trash is going to dis-
appear, that it’s out of sight, 
out of mind,” Atkinson said.

Atkinson is an environ-
mental engineering profes-
sor and the Scott and Coleen 
Stevens chair in engineering 
sustainability at University at 
Buffalo. He will speak at 9:15 
a.m. today in Hurlbut Sanctu-
ary for Chautauqua Science 
Group and the Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative 
about changes in recycling 
and waste management.

“I think many people still 

have the same view of re-
cycling systems and waste 
management systems as 
they had probably for the 
past 40 years because 
what they see hasn’t really 
changed,” he said. “It’s still 
a truck that comes up once 
a week, collects their trash 
and then disappears.”

Atkinson plans to dis-
cuss what is changing be-
hind the scenes in waste 
management, alongside 
the societal implications of 
those changes. Atkinson, 
who was originally trained 
as a chemist, said his favor-
ite part of teaching about 
waste was the fact that 
anyone could understand 
it and he could see tangible 
results in the field.

“I am not diminishing the 
importance of fundamental 

science. It is absolutely es-
sential, but it’s not for me,” 
he said. “I wanted to study 
something that I could talk 
to everybody about.”

He believes conversations 
about waste systems are es-
pecially important because 
many people don’t fully un-
derstand them.

“If you can’t understand 
the system, you can’t be ex-
pected to engage with it,” 
Atkinson said. “You can’t be 
expected to improve it.”

And, according to Atkin-
son, not many people really 
understand where trash goes.

“If you pull a random per-
son off the street and you say, 
‘What happens to your trash?’ 
— it doesn’t matter who they 
are; they can be a 7-year-old 
or they can be a lawyer — 
they will tell you the same 

thing, and they will tell you a 
story that sounds like a magic 
trick: ‘I roll my bin out in the 
morning, I come back from 
work and it’s gone,’” Atkinson 
said. “And that is the extent of 
their knowledge.”

He said the biggest mis-
conception about waste dis-
posal is that it doesn’t work.

“Recycling is not broken. 
It needs to be improved. It 
can be improved. There’s a 
lot of smart people thinking 
about how to improve it,” At-
kinson said. “But at the end 
of the day, I think the stan-
dard methods still hold a lot 
of weight and we will still 
continue to rely on them for 
a long time.”

Atkinson said he plans to 
highlight the value of new 
technology versus tradi-
tional methods like physical 

sorting of garbage.
“Some of the tried-and-

true methods are still good. 
We read a lot about robots 
and we read a lot about 
chemical recycling and turn-
ing plastic into oil and things 
like that. And there’s cer-
tainly value there,” Atkinson 
said. “ There’s certainly op-
portunities there, but I think 
one of the things that I want 
to do in this talk is ground 
those opportunities.”

However, he is also excited 
for a conversation about life-
style change, which he sees 
as the most important factor 
in improving waste systems.

“At the end of the day, 
waste management is dic-
tated by each and every one 
of us. The amount we gen-
erate, the type we generate 
and what we do with it — 

that’s what’s going to solve 
the waste problem,” Atkin-
son said. “It’s not going to be 
some billion dollar company 
that comes up with a new 
magic trick. It’s going to be 
you and I giving a damn.”

LAYLA VINSON
STAFF WRITER

Opening the doors of its home 
and conversation, the African 
American Heritage House 
welcomes award-winning 
author and educator Shonda 
Buchanan for a discussion 
centering “hidden Black In-
dian figures and the heritage 
of America,” according to the 
AAHH. Weaving the compli-
cated web of history and lived 
experience in her memoir 
Black Indian, Buchanan will 
share her insights at 4 p.m. 
today at the AAHH.

“Writing about someone 
who is not a savory charac-
ter — how do you give them 
their humanity?” Buchanan 
asked, detailing the chal-
lenging process of balanc-
ing nuance, complexity and 
truth as she navigates the 
path that led many individ-
uals toward complicity or 
perpetuation within unjust 
systems. “It’s a fun exercise, 
but also for some people it’s 
painful because we just re-

member the villainous part 
of it. And sometimes we 
can’t get past that.”

An associate professor for 
the Department of English 
at Western Michigan Univer-
sity and faculty member for 
the creative writing program 
at Alma College, Buchanan 
tackles that challenge further 
in her writing workshop, “The 
Funny Thing About Memory.” 
Conveying the oral narratives 
of others while also maintain-
ing that their lived experienc-
es do not necessarily equal 
fact requires a certain tech-
nique she frequently utilizes 
in her writing and covers in 
her workshop.

“My story is only one 
story of the millions; I’m 
one person writing about 
my family,” Buchanan said.

Buchanan emphasized 
the importance of personal 
dialogue to recognize dis-
tinctions and avoid distort-
ed classifications.

“There are millions of 
people who have had the 

same kind of bi- and trira-
cial experiences.”

Buchanan said racial 
identities are “construc-
tions” of categories “for pur-
poses of classifying, divid-
ing and then providing — or 
not providing — services or 
rights.” These classifications 
impact everything from le-
gal language to healthcare.

“The things that we call 

in the Constitution inalien-
able rights — we don’t all 
get that,” she said.

In her extensive re-
search of these societal 
systems spanning centu-
ries, Buchanan urged indi-
viduals to realize the pillars 
of racism in which society 
continually engages have 
been taught for generations 
through schools, books and 

healthcare. In identify-
ing these facilitators and 
how they impact younger 
generations, she said indi-
viduals should ask them-
selves to consider possible 
approaches for addressing 
these issues.

“For me, writing is defi-
nitely an act of resistance. 
Writing is an act of recovery 
of the lost and hidden heri-
tage or lost stories that we 
lost on the migration trail,” 
Buchanan said. “… It is our 
responsibility as storytell-
ers, as writers, to uncover 
these narratives that live 
under the land and that are 
represented when we talk 
about boundaries and why a 
boundary was drawn.”

Despite deeming her 
work as an “act of resis-
tance,” Buchanan said she 
found it incredibly import-
ant that Black Indian does 
not attempt to provide all 
of the answers. Instead, she 
finds it critical that the di-
alogue remains open with-

out constraint to ensure 
each voice has an opportu-
nity to be heard.

“We need everyone’s sto-
ry and everyone’s narrative 
so that we can just essen-
tially say, ‘Oh, we have this 
in common. This is differ-
ent, but I still respect you. 
I still respect you and I can 
live next to you and we can 
make a community,’” Bu-
chanan concluded.
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MILLER

ATKINSON

BUCHANAN

Atkinson to talk trash, waste disposal for CSG, CCI lecture

From the ocean to the kitchen, Miller to discuss sustainability big, small

Author Buchanan to discuss hidden heritage of America for AAHH

For me, writing is definitely an act of resistance. Writing 
is an act of recovery of the lost and hidden heritage 
or lost stories that we lost on the migration trail. ... It is 
our responsibility as storytellers, as writers, to uncover 
these narratives that live under the land and that are 
represented when we talk about boundaries and why a 
boundary was drawn.”

— SHONDA BUCHANAN 
Author, 

Black Indian
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JENELL TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

Last Thursday, a collection 
of dreamlike classical pi-
ano fantasies filled a room 
of the Carnahan-Jackson 
Dance Studios, providing 
the pre-professional di-
vision of the Chautauqua 
School of Dance with a 
gently pensive accompa-
nying score for their 9 a.m. 
ballet rehearsal. 

At the front of the stu-
dio, dressed in baggy blue 
jeans and a paint-splat-
tered white T-shirt, sat Joel 
Nessim, cross-legged and 
sketching silently.

The 22-year-old is a ris-
ing senior at the Rhode 
Island School of Design, 
spending his first summer 
in Chautauqua Institution 
focused on enhancing his 
artistic knowledge and 
practice in Chautauqua Vi-
sual Arts’ 2026 School of 
Art residency program. 

Nessim will participate 
in the immersive, six-week 
faculty-led program that 
mentors emerging artists 
in a variety of fields such as 
drawing, fiber arts, ceramics, 
woodwork and printmaking.

Artists-in-residence will 
often sit in on dance re-
hearsals to observe and 
draw the dancers as they 
move, providing the artists 
with live subjects to refer-
ence while refining their 
techniques.

“[The residents] have 
classes with visiting art-
ists, which is really amaz-
ing,” Nessim said. “It’s all 
pretty self-paced.”

As far back as his mem-
ory can take him, Nessim 
has nurtured his creative 
interests through the ex-
ploration of many artistic 
mediums, though he re-
mains partial to oil paint. 
However, for this session, 
he swapped out his paint 
palette in favor of a black 
ink brush pen, a pencil and 
a large sketchbook.

The task of capturing 
moving subjects — dancers 

in particular — can prove 
to be a trying one. Rather 
than remaining in a state 
of stagnant comfort, Nes-
sim invites the challenge. 
He feels it adds a necessary 
intrigue and depth to his 
sketches that allows him to 
capture impermanence in 
transitional stages. 

“Drawing is a way of ex-
periencing,” he said. “I like 
to watch [the dancers], and 
sketching them is just a dif-
ferent way of watching.” 

Drawing the dancers 
means more to Nessim than 
a live backdrop for prac-
tice. When he finds him-
self away from his brushes 
and paints, he also likes to 
dance. The act of move-
ment brings him to a space 
similar to where he goes 
mentally while painting.

Using swift pen strokes, 
Nessim draws his figures 
with a control that mirrors 
the precision of the pirou-
ettes and grand jetés that 
flowed in front of him. In 
less than 10 minutes, he’s 
drawn about eight forms — 
all in various stages of mo-
tion and position.

The forms appear face-
less and ambiguous upon 
first glance, but Nessim’s 
technique works to quickly 
reveal the dancers’ adagio: 
the sequence of sustained, 
controlled movements that 
are foundational to ballet.

“I don’t feel like any of 
the poses that I’m draw-
ing really exist, because 
I’m catching them in be-
tween movements,” he said. 
Pointing to the figures in 
his sketchbook, he contin-
ued, “Maybe this is when 
they were spinning — like 
this, with their arms up.” 

Nessim said he’s excited 
for more opportunities like 
this to arise while he con-
tinues his residency. These 
up-close, interactive expe-
riences enable him to fur-
ther cultivate his practice 
and enrich the breadth of 
his artistic capability. 

“I love this collaboration 

with the dancers,” he said. “I 
really admire them and what 
they are able to do with their 
bodies — it’s crazy!”  

So far, Nessim’s residen-
cy experience has been an 
impactful one. Although his 
time in Chautauqua is cen-
tered around advancing his 
education and evolving in his 
craft, he is also concerned 
with spotlighting the indi-
viduals who are willing to 
lend their talents so he can 
strengthen his own. What 
he asks of readers is simple: 
“Go watch the dancers.”

SOA artist-in-residence hones practice through observation

Spanish pianist Méndez to perform human experience through piano

SAM HUFFMAN /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Joel Nessim, a School of Art 
artist-in-residence, sketches 
pre-professional School of Dance 
students during a rehearsal 
Thursday in Carnahan-Jackson 
Dance Studios.

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  A  M A S T E R

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
At left, Chautauqua Opera Conservatory Director Jonathan Beyer 
coaches Conservatory artist Sarah Cao, soprano, on her vocal 
delivery during his master class Friday in McKnight Hall. During 
the public master class, Beyer critiqued artists’ performances and 
coached them on posture. Above, Beyer embraces Conservatory 
artist Ethan Neal, baritone, at the conclusion of his performance 
during the master class. 

CODY ENGLANDER
STAFF WRITER

To José Ramón Méndez, 
music is a cornerstone of 
the uneven world in which 
people reside.

“It’s so important that we 
keep [the arts] going,” Méndez 
said. “I think in a world where 
we’re seeing so much uncer-
tainty and war and conflict, 
the arts are more important 
than ever before. It’s basical-
ly what keeps us human and 
what makes life worth living.”

At 4 p.m. today in Eliza-
beth S. Lenna Hall, Méndez 
will return to Chautauqua 
Institution to grace the 
performance venue with 
sounds of Johann Sebastian 

Bach, Joseph Haydn and Ni-
kolai Medtner. 

He has previously per-
formed with the Cuban Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra 
and the Nittany Valley Sym-
phony, with various solos 
and chamber music perfor-
mances spanning the Unit-
ed States, Europe and Asia. 
Today, he plans to perform 
pieces by Haydn then two 
pieces by the Russian com-
poser Medtner, culminat-
ing in a performance about 
the human experience.

“The whole program is 
trying to depict something 
very human,” Méndez said. 
“… The idea of the program 
is to go from an invocation 

to God through the tragic 
moments of human exis-
tence, [to] a sense of relief 
and peace at the end.”

Méndez has gone 
through his own spiritual 
journey, especially as his 
piano-playing career has 
progressed, and he noted 
that the experience has 
made him more humble and 
appreciative of everything 
that has come his way.

“When I was much 
younger, I was slightly 
self-centered and slightly 
preoccupied with the prac-
tical aspects of the career 
and with the practical as-
pects of making a living in 
music,” Méndez said. “Then 

there were moments in my 
life that opened my eyes to 
seeing that, at the end of 
the day, I am not that rel-
evant, that all these prac-
ticalities are important to 
a point, but music is a lot 
more important than that. 
From that moment, I real-
ized that what I was try-
ing to do personally was to 
communicate with people 
and glorify God.”

Much of the program is 
based around the idea of what 
it means to be human and the 
exploration of the human ex-
perience, which Méndez has 
found increasingly more rel-
evant to his own life.

“Basically, this program 

is pretty much based on 
the idea that the whole 
phenomenon of music can-
not be truly explained as 
just simply a collection of 
pitches and frequencies, 
but there is something in-
herently human about mak-
ing music,” Méndez said. 
“Fundamentally, music has 
always played that role in 
human evolution. You think 
about the use of chant in 
rituals and religious ex-
periences, that is some-
thing connected to human 
emotions and the human 
understanding of the tran-
scendental that I don’t think 
[artificial intelligence] will 
ever get to capture.”

MÉNDEZ



Page 8	 The Chautauquan Daily · www.chqdaily.com � Tuesday, July 21, 2026

C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT

Newly renovated home 2 blocks 
to the Amphitheater and Hall of 
Philosophy. Available to rent last 
three weeks of 2026 season and 
ALL of  2027 season. Four 
Bedrooms, King size bed, Three 
Bathrooms w Walk in Showers, 
Completely Remodeled Kitchen, 
Spacious Porch,  ON SITE 
PARKING, Outdoor Dining area, 
Flatscreen TVs, washer and 
dryer,   zero gravity recliner, 
MUST SEE. Call Marc or Paulina 
954-520-8264. 

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 8, 2026
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 8, 2026, beginning at 12:00 
p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, 
New York. At that time, the Corporation will review the Institution’s 
financial statements and elect an individual to serve as a Class B 
Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the Institution’s by-laws. 
Chautauqua Institution’s audited financial statements may be found at 
https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee must 
be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be identified 
in writing to the Secretary of       Chautauqua Institution not more 
than thirty (30) (July 8, 2026) and not less than fifteen (15) (July 24, 
2026) days in advance of the scheduled date (i.e., the annual meeting 
of the Members of the Corporation) for their election to provide the 
Secretary with sufficient time to ensure that each such nominee 
is eligible for election as a Class B Trustee under Section 5 of the 
Charter, to ensure the compliance by the nominee(s), prior to election, 
with the requirements of the Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy 
as required by New York State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and 
to make adequate arrangements for the time-consuming logistics 
associated with presentation of multiple nominees for the position 
of Class B Trustee at the annual meeting of the Members of the 
Corporation. To be placed on the ballot for election, each nominee 
for the position of Class B Trustee must submit to the Corporate 
Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the third (3rd) business day 
after a request by the Corporate Secretary, any and all documents and 
related information reasonably requested by the Corporate Secretary 
to verify the nominee’s eligibility as a Class B Trustee. For purposes of 
the election of any Class B Trustee, the Members of the Corporation 
entitled to vote at any annual meeting (and their voting designees or 
holders of proxies) shall be as reflected on the books and records of 
the Chautauqua Institution on and as of a record date that is fifteen 
(15) (July 24, 2026) days prior to the date of the annual meeting of the 
Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other 
members. Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should request 
a Nomination Form by contacting the Secretary at aschuettler@chq.
org or 716-357-6222.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the 
Saturday, August 8, 2026, Annual Corporation meeting must assign 
and complete the voter designation form, which must be received and 
filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later than 15 days (July 
24, 2026) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact 

the Corporate Secretary, Angela Schuettler, at aschuettler@chq.
org. Voters wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than 
July 24, 2026.

Note
All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be 

issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the 
Corporate Secretary, Angela Schuettler, at aschuettler@chq.org. 

Published in the Chautauquan Daily, July 9, 10, 11 & 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18 & 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25, 2026. Posted on chq.org Board 
of Trustees webpage as of July 8, 2026.

The Agnes H. and Hal A. 
Fausnaugh Fund for The-
ater Programming, The 
Helen Moe Fund for The-
ater and The Arnold and Jill 
Bellowe Fund for Theater 
proudly support today’s 
performance in Bratton 
Theater featuring Best for 
Baby by Sharyn Rothstein, 
directed by Oliver Butler. 

The Agnes H. and Hal A. 
Fausnaugh Fund for The-
ater Programming was es-
tablished in the Chautau-
qua Foundation by Agnes 
H. and Hal A. Fausnaugh 
of Rocky River, Ohio. Hal 
was a former member of 
the Chautauqua Institu-
tion’s Board of Trustees 
and the Chautauqua Foun-
dation Board of Directors. 
In honor of the Fausnaughs’ 
50th wedding anniversa-
ry, members of Friends of 
Chautauqua Theater creat-
ed this fund to which Aggie 
and Hal also contributed. 

The Helen Moe Fund for 
Theater was established to 
provide vital financial sup-
port for Chautauqua The-
ater Company and its pro-
gramming, honoring Helen 
Moe’s enduring legacy. 

The Arnold and Jill Bel-

lowe Fund for Theater, es-
tablished in 1998, also pro-
vides support for today’s 
performance. Arnie and Jill 
Bellowe have maintained a 
residence at Chautauqua 
Shores since 1972 and have 
demonstrated a deep, mul-
tigenerational commitment 
to the Institution. 

Arnie served on the 
Chautauqua Board of 
Trustees from 1997 to 2005 
and played a key role in 
major campaigns, includ-
ing the Challenge and Re-
newal Campaigns, where 
he served as Theater Team 
Chair. Jill served on the 
board of trustees from 
2007 to 2015, chairing the 
Program Policy Committee. 
A passionate advocate for 
theater, she was a found-
ing member of Friends of 
Chautauqua Theater and 
later served as its president 
from 1997 to 1999. 

Through the generosity 
of these funds and fami-
lies, Chautauqua’s theater 
programming continues to 
flourish, bringing dynamic 
performances and mean-
ingful storytelling to audi-
ences each season. 

The 2 p.m. Interfaith Lec-
ture today with Sonya S. 
Cronin in the Hall of Philos-
ophy is generously support-
ed by The David and Joan 
Lincoln Family Fund for Ap-
plied Ethics and The Rachel 
Alice Miller Memorial Fund. 

David Lincoln visited 
Chautauqua Institution 
every season with his par-
ents. Throughout his life, 
Lincoln supported the 
Institution in numerous 
ways. He donated to the 
Chautauqua Fund, con-
tributed numerous en-
dowments — including the 

maintenance of Lincoln 
Dormitory, established by 
his parents — and estab-
lished the Lincoln Applied 
Ethics Series in 1997. Be-
fore his passing, Lincoln 
established a $1 million 
endowment to sustain  
the program.

The Rachel Alice Miller 
Memorial Fund was estab-
lished in 1973 and revised 
in 1978 to support Depart-
ment of Religion lectures. 
It was established in hon-
or of a granddaughter of 
Chautauqua co-founder 
Lewis Miller. 

The Kathryn A. and David 
B. Levy Fund for the Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orches-
tra and The Mary Peter-
son Chalfant Fund for the 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra generously support 
tonight’s CSO performance 
of Beethoven’s “Eroica” at 8 
p.m. in the Amphitheater. 

Established in 2021, the 
Levy Fund provides gen-
eral support for the CSO 
and honors Kathryn Levy’s 
nearly five decades as prin-
cipal piccolo of the CSO. 
Kathryn and David Levy 
have dedicated their ca-
reers to music education 
and performance as long-
time music professors at 
Wake Forest University.

Since 2015, David Levy 
has enriched audienc-
es’ appreciation of music 
through program annota-
tions and pre-concert lec-
tures for the CSO. Kathryn 
is principal flutist with the 
Winston-Salem Sympho-
ny, where David also gives 
concert commentary. Their 
lifelong dedication to per-
formance, education and 
musical engagement fos-
ters a deep appreciation for 
classical music.

The Mary Peterson Chal-
fant Fund for the Chautau-
qua Symphony Orchestra 
is a lasting expression of 
Mary Peterson Chalfant’s 
dedication to preserving 
and advancing classical 
music at Chautauqua. Held 
as a permanent endowment 
by the Chautauqua Founda-
tion, the fund helps ensure 
the long-term strength and 
artistic vitality of the CSO 
by supporting musical pro-
gramming that enriches 
Chautauqua Institution’s 
cultural life.  

Chalfant’s philanthropy 
reflected both a deep ap-
preciation for the arts and 
a thoughtful commitment 
to creating enduring im-
pact. By establishing the 
Mary Peterson Chalfant 
GST Trust, she transformed 
personal resources into a 
permanent source of sup-
port for the orchestra and 
its audiences. Her gener-
osity continues to sustain 
performances of extraordi-
nary artistry while helping 
future generations experi-
ence the inspiration, joy and 
shared community that live 
symphonic music brings to 
Chautauqua each season. 

The Marjorie and Frank 
Sterritte Memorial Lecture-
ship and The Travis E. and 
Betty J. Halford Lectureship 
Endowment generously 
support today’s 10:45 a.m. 
lecture in the Amphitheater 
featuring Aja Barber. 

Established in 1998, the 
Sterritte Lectureship re-
flects Marjorie Sterritte’s 
deep love for Chautauqua 
Institution. She first visit-
ed in 1970 and soon made 
it a permanent part of her 
family’s life, purchasing 
homes on Bliss and later in 
the Longfellow. In 1982, she 

and her daughters graduat-
ed in the 100th class of the 
Chautauqua Literary and 
Scientific Circle.

Marjorie’s generosity ex-
tended widely. She fund-
ed the Sterritte Serendip-
ity Serpentine Path and 
supported improvements 
to the Presbyterian and 
Methodist Houses. Beyond 
Chautauqua, she contribut-
ed to Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Columbus and 
supported the installation 
of a pipe organ at Moor-
ings Presbyterian Church in 
Naples, Florida. She passed 

away in 2014, leaving a leg-
acy of curiosity, generosity 
and community spirit.

Established in 2012, the 
Halford Lectureship En-
dowment reflects Travis 
and Betty Halford’s strong 
commitment to Chautau-
qua’s mission. Though rel-
atively recent members of 
the community, they have 
become deeply engaged 
supporters, contributing 
both philanthropically and 
as volunteers for the Chau-
tauqua Fund and Promise 
Campaign. The Halfords 
have also included the In-

stitution in their estate 
plans, ensuring future gen-
erations benefit from its 
transformative programs.

Travis earned a law de-
gree and MBA and retired 
from Equifax as CEO and 
president of Equifax Eu-
rope. Betty earned a B.A. in 
business and retired from 
IBM as a director of human 
resources. In retirement, 
both pursued Master of 
Arts degrees in theological 
studies and served as chap-
lains in hospice and assist-
ed-living settings, as well 
as in church ministry.

Levy, Chalfant Funds support 
CSO ‘Eroica’ performance

Lincoln, Miller Funds support 
Cronin interfaith lecture

Fausnaugh, Moe, Bellowe 
Funds support ‘Best for Baby’

Sterritte, Halford Lectureships support Barber

Call our office to get 
the Daily at your door! 
716-357-6235

SUBSCRIPTIONS
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T H E  A R T S

wasted 
our era of 

disposability

A 4-part series featuring 

Pardes Institute faculty

Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies
 Everett Jewish Life Center | Chautauqua Institution

july 19 - 23 | 12:30–1:30 pm

What does it mean to live in an age of disposability?

Through four dynamic sessions, Pardes faculty bring 
classical Jewish texts into conversation with one of the 

What should never be treated as disposable?

PARDES.ORG.IL

The Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies is a 
vibrant center of Jewish learning based in 
Jerusalem, bringing together students and 
educators from across the Jewish world for deep, 
open, and text-centered learning.
Made possible through the generous support of the Lippman-
Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah and an anonymous donor.

Sunday 
July 19 
Water, Torah,  
& Friendship

 
Epstein

Monday 
July 20
Property, 
Responsibility,  
& Sharing
Rabbi Will 
Friedman

Wednesday 
July 22 
Waste Not 
Rabbi Sara 
Rich

Thursday 
July 23 
Tisha b’Av 
Nothing Is  
Wasted  
Rabbi Leon  
A. Morris

Tuesday  at   the 
CINEMA

Tuesday, July 21

POWER BALLAD - 8:30 
When Rick (Paul Rudd), a past-
his-prime wedding singer, meets 
fading boy-band star Danny 
(Nick Jonas) during a gig, the 
two bond over music and a late-
night jam session. But when 
Danny turns one of Rick's songs 
into the hit that reignites his 
career, Rick sets out to reclaim 
the recognition he believes he 
deserves. Writer-director John 
Carney (Sing Street, Begin Again, 
Once) brings us "another catchy 
valentine to the transcendent 
properties of music." -Ian Freer, 
Empire Magazine "Utterly, thrill-
ingly satisfying." -Angie Han, The 
Hollywood Reporter  (R, 98m)

MARY OLIVER: SAVED 
BY THE BEAUTY OF THE 
WORLD - 6:00  If poetry had 
a pop icon, Mary Oliver would 
be it. Celebrated best-selling 
poet, Pulitzer Prize-winner, lover 
of dogs and long walks in the 
woods, openly queer but intense-
ly private, Oliver was America's 
unlikely contemporary mystic, 
stalking the ponds and forests of 
Cape Cod for nearly fifty years in 
order to open herself—and her 
readers —to the known and un-
knowable world. (NR, 91m)

Volunteer Recognition Tuesdays
 

Common Grounds  
Betsy Goodell 
Deb First 
Holly Martineau 
Joan Mistrough 
Kathy Greenhouse 

Linda Hepp 
Linda Prechtl 
Marilyn Scarpino 
Mary Rappole 
Nancy Waasdorp

Chautauqua Institution is 
grateful for the community 
groups and their volunteers 
that help create a sense of 
welcome and belonging. 
Please thank the volunteers 
listed below if you see them 
around this week! Each 
week, two or three groups 
will be recognized at the 
Tuesday CSO concert!

Presbyterian Association of Chautauqua  
Alice Hood 
Betsey Crimmins 
Bob Wolfe 
Cyndy Brown 

Dede Gregory 
Jo Wolfe 
Steve Brown 
Tom Gregory 

chqdaily.com

A N  O P E N  C O L L A B O R AT I O N

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Music School Festival Orchestra cellist Luis Bernardo Castro Sánchez rehearses with pre-professional dancers Natalie Bowman, Molly Nyhan, Bess Millard and Lily Peeta Saturday in Carnahan-Jackson Dance 
Studios for their open recital at 2:00 p.m. today in Fletcher Music Hall.
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P R O G R A M

7540 N. Gale St., Westfield

July 24, 25 & 26  
Friday and Saturday 9-4 

Sunday 9-1

Stop by for great bargains, a 
chance to win themed raffle 
baskets, and most of all to help 
support our dogs!

NCCR is in the process of fund raising for a new 
shelter to be built next to our current building. Ask 
how you can contribute. All funds raised will help 
that goal!

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Bhante 
Chipamong Chowdhury, Theravada 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Meditation. 
Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church Sanc-
tuary. 21 Scott

8:30	 Beginning SUP Class. $59. Sign 
up with Special Studies. Sports Club 
Waterfront

8:30	 (8:30–12:30) Bestor Fresh Market

8:30	 (8:30–2) Chabad Kosher Tent. Bestor 
Plaza

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of Philos-
ophy Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Cantor 
Olivia Brodsky. Amphitheater 
and online

9:15	 Chautauqua Science Group Lec-
ture. “Are Technical Improvements 
Actually Improving Recycling?” John 
Atkinson. Hurlbut Church Sanctuary

9:15	 (9:15–10:15) Jewish Discussions. 
“Jewish Ethics.” Rabbi Zalman Vilen-
kin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish House. 
23 Vincent

Tu
TUESDAY
JULY 21

9:15	 Chautauqua Speaks: G. James 
Sammarco, MD. CWC House. 30 
South Lake

10:00	 (10–10:30) Roe Green Theater Cen-
ter Tour. Roe Green Theater Center

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:00	 Coffee/Tea on the UM House Porch

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Aja Barber. Amphitheater and 
online

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. (Programmed 
by Smith Memorial Library). Rain 
location in library. Bestor Plaza

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center

12:00	 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs). 
Juggling w/ Zach Fish. Bestor Plaza

12:00	 Chaplains Chat and Lunch. “Cel-
ebrating Two American Treasures: 
Chautauquas & Camp Meetings.” 
Charles Yoost. UM House porch

12:15	 Authors’ Hour. (Programmed by 
Friends of the Chautauqua Writers’  
Center). Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 LGBTQ+ and Friends discussion. 
“Our Disposable Selves: the 
challenge of remaining relevant.” 
Dining room at Alumni Hall. Bring 
your lunch

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. Presbyte-
rian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Bhante Chi-
pamong Chowdhury, Theravada 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Medita-
tion. Hall of Missions

12:30	 Origami! with Carol Comstock 
Bussell. Calico Cat. Smith Memorial 
Library Classroom

12:30	 Lunch Talk: “The Jews Who 
Brought You the Weekend.” Yoni 
Appelbaum. Everett Jewish Life 
Center. 36 Massey

12:30	 BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s Faith into 
Action. Liz Nicholson, Friend of 
the Week (Chaplain) with Jonny 
Costello and Clara Fuehler, Young 
Friends of the Week. Quaker 
House. 28 Ames

12:30	 BTG Lunchtime Lecture: Decision 
Making in the Age of Plastic, 
Bagged lunch available at the 
door, $10. Rachael Zoe Miller, Na-
tional Geographic explorer. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. “Good Samaritan-
ism: The Politics and Economics of 
Christianity.” The Rev. Kevin Nadolski, 
OSFS. UM House Chapel. 14 Pratt

12:45	 (12:45–4) Duplicate Bridge. $12 
Fee. CWC House. 30 South Lake

1:00	 Archives Tent Talk with Jon 
Schmitz. Oliver Archives Center

1:00	 Athenaeum Hotel History 
Lecture “Past, Present and Future 
of the Athenaeum.” Athenaeum 
Parlor

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. Free tips 
1–1:15. Stay and play for $12. 
Bowling Green

1:00	 (1–3) Mah Jongg. Experienced 
players only. Sports Club

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler Kellogg Art 
Center and Strohl Art Center. Meet 
in Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Sonya S. Cronin. Hall of Philoso-
phy and online

2:00	 School of Music: Open Recital. 
Fletcher Hall

3:00	 CLSC Class of 2018 Tea. 50 Wythe 

3:00	 Social Hour. Lutheran House. 25 
Peck on the Brick Walk

3:00	 Social Hour. Ecumenical Communi-
ty of Chautauqua

3:15	 Social Hour hosted by Christ UMC 
(Buffalo). All are welcome!

3:15	 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
“UU Tea.” UU House Back Patio. 6 
Bliss

3:15	 (3:15–4) Social Hour with Chaplain 
of the Week Faith Journey. UCC 
Headquarters. 6 Bowman

3:15	 Social Hour. Catholic House. 20 
Palestine

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. Everett 
Jewish Life Center. 36 Massey

3:30	 Creating an Inclusive Chautauqua 
& Beyond. Registration at chq.org/
ally. Alumni Hall Prose Room

3:30	 Islam 101. “Family Life and Women 
in Islam.” Khalid and Sabeeha 
Rehman. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

3:30	 Social Hour: Quaker Art Speaks: Ex-
hibitions and Discussions. Cai Quirk, 
quilting. Quaker House. 28 Ames

3:30	 (3:30–4:30) Hebrew Congregation 
and Everett Jewish Life Center. 
“Meet and Greet” Cantor Olivia 
Brodsky, Chautauqua Chaplain 
of the Week. Everett Jewish Life 
Center. 36 Massey

4:00 	 School of Music Piano Faculty 
Recital: José Ramón Méndez. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

W
WEDNESDAY

JULY 22

6:00	 (6–7) Sunrise Paddle - Kayak/SUP.
Fee. Sign up in advance at 716-
357-6281. Sports Club Waterfront

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Bhante 
Chipamong Chowdhury, Theravada 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Meditation. 
Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:00	 Gloves on Gardening. Ellie Nickeson. 
Miller Bell Tower

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary. 21 Scott

8:30	 Movement and Meditation with 
Monte Thompson. Hall of Philoso-
phy Grove

8:30	 (8:30–2) Chabad Kosher Tent. 
Bestor Plaza

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:00	 (9–10:30) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua & Beyond. Alumni 
Hall Ballroom

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Cantor 
Olivia Brodsky. Amphitheater and 
online

9:15	 Fiber Arts Get Together. Bring your 
projects! Smith Memorial Library 
Listening Room

9:15	 (9:15–10:15) Jewish Discussions. 
“Positive Living.” Rabbi Zalman 
Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. 23 Vincent

10:00	 School of Music: Opera Con-
servatory Masterclass. Kevin 
Murphy. McKnight Hall 

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:15	 Coffee/Tea on the UM House Porch

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Ron Gonen. Amphitheater and 
online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open. Fowl-
er-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl Art 
Center

12:00	 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs in Part-
nership with CLSC Young Readers). 
Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. Behind the 
Colonnade

12:15	 CLSC Book Discussion: My 
Friends by Fredrik Backman. 
Presented by B. Welling Hall and 
Toby Schermerhorn. Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:15	 Women In Ministry. Hall of Mis-
sions

12:15	 (12:15–1:15) Men In Ministry. UCC 
Randell Chapel

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Marion Lawrance Room

12:15	 Homeboy Industries. Representatives 
on campus this week will share their 
stories. UCC Randell Chapel

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. Presbyte-
rian House

12:30	 CSO League Annual Picnic and 
Open Rehearsal for CSO and 
CSOL members. Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall Porch

12:30	 Miami of Ohio Lecture — Andrew 
Busch. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:30	 Quaker Voluntary Service. Jonny 
Costeelo and Clara Fuehler with 
Liz Nicholson, Friend of the Week 
(Chaplain). Quaker House. 28 
Ames

12:45	 Guided Kayak Historic Tour. Sign 
up in advance at 716-357-6281. 
Fee. Sports Club Waterfront

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. Free tips 
1–1:15. Stay and play for $12. 
Bowling Green

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler Kellogg Art 
Center and Strohl Art Center. Meet 
in Fowler-Kellogg Art Center

1:00	 (1–2) Language Hour. CWC House. 
30 South Lake

1:15 	 Informal Critique. Published 
author will lead a discussion of 
one page of your prose or poetry. 
Bring 10 copies. Ballroom, Liter-
ary Arts Center at Alumni Hall

1:15	 Docent Tours of Alumni and 
Pioneer Halls. 50 Wythe

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Rita Nakashima Brock. Hall of 
Philosophy and online

3:00	 Knitting etc. Everyone is welcome. 
UM House Porch

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Catholic 
House

3:30	 Islam 101. “Shia-Sunni Sects and 
Religious Hierarchy.” Khalid and 
Sabeeha Rehman. Hall of Christ 
Sanctuary

3:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mary 
Oliver: Saved By The Beauty Of 
The World.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

3:30	 UU Cultural Ethics Series: J. D. 
Stillwater, president of Religious 
Naturalists. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Jewish Film Series. “The Last 
Spy.” (Sponsored by the Everett 
Jewish Life Center). Everett 
Jewish Life Center. 36 Massey

3:30	 (3:30–5) “Prayer and Ritual for 
Social Change:” George D. Mc-
Clain, social activist & author. UM 
House Chapel

4:00	 Piano Faculty Masterclass: José 
Ramón Méndez. Sherwood-Marsh

4:00	 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed 
by Youth and Family Programs). 
Bottle Bubble Blower. Miller Park

4:00	 “Hands Across the Century” 
with Sonya Sutton, pianist and 
playwright (Ticketed Event). CWC 
House. 30 South Lake

4:15	 Jack’s Tree Walk. Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall 
lakeside patio 

4:30	 CLSC Class of 2026 Graduation 
Preparation Meeting. Alumni 
Hall Kate Kimball Room

4:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Therapeutic 
Gong Meditation with Kim Hehr. 
Hall of Christ Sanctuary

5:00	 (5–7) CPOA Annual Picnic. Check 
with your area representative for 
location

5:00	 OPERA. Chautauqua Opera 
Company Operalogue: The 
Music Shop / A.E. Reverie / Ida 
by Lamplight. Smith Wilkes Hall

5:00	 (5–8) Men’s Softball League. 
Sharpe Field

6:00	 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee. 
Bratton Theater

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Power 
Ballad.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). 
Lutheran House

6:30	 CVA Lecture Series: Elizabeth 
Mooney, School of Art faculty. 
Hultquist 101

6:30	 Unity’s Positive Path for Spir-
itual Living. Turner Conference 
Room

6:30	 Eventide: Henry Turner Baily: Am-
bassador of Beauty and Director 
of the Chautauqua School of Arts 
and Crafts 1906-1917. Alumni 
Hall  50 Wythe

6:45	 Testimony Meeting. Christian 
Science Chapel. 12 Center

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Opera.The Music Shop / A.E. Rev-
erie / Ida by Lamplight. Steven 
Osgood, conductor. Ned Canty, 
director. Amphitheater

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mary 
Oliver: Saved By The Beauty Of 
The World.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

9:45	 Tisha B’Av Lamentations Service. 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House. 23 Vincent

4:00	 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs). TP Roll 
Painting. Miller Park

4:00	 African American Heritage 
House Lecture. Shonda Buchan-
an. 40 Scott 

4:30	 2026 Guild of Seven Seals 
Preparation Meeting. Kate Kim-
ball Room. Alumni Hall

5:00	 Chautauqua Opera Conservatory: 
Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte. Fee. 
Norton Hall

5:00	 (5–7:30) Drop-in Softball. 
Sharpe Field

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mary 
Oliver: Saved By The Beauty Of 
The World.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

6:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medi-
tation Program. Labyrinth History 
and Meditation. Bring gate pass. 
Outside Turner Community Center

6:30	 Pre-Concert Lecture with David 
Levy. Hultquist 101

6:30	 (6:30–7:30) Grief Support Group. 
UCC Randell Chapel

7:00	 Bible Study led by the Rev. Rachel 
Erin Stuart and Rabbi Marc Labow-
itz. UM House Chapel

7:30	 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee. 
Bratton Theater

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Chautauqua Symphony Or-
chestra. Beethoven’s “Eroica.” 
Timothy Muffitt, conductor. 
Amphitheater

• Christopher Theofanidis: Rainbow 
Body

• Ludwig Van Beethoven: Symphony 
No. 3 in E-flat major, op. 55, “Eroica”

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Power 
Ballad.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

chqdaily.com
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