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“Want to help the world. 
Be connected with the 
Earth. Change the way I 
live.” These are the words 
author Katharine Wilkin-
son scrawled in her journal 
at the age of sixteen while 
overlooking a ridge in Pis-
gah Forest, North Carolina. 
They are also the words 
that open the first chapter 
of her new book, Climate 
Wayfinding: Healing Our-
selves and the Planet We 
Call Home. 

Wilkinson is an author 
and the founding executive 
director of The All We Can 
Save project, a nonprof-
it that facilitates climate 
learning and leadership 
development. She will give 
a lecture on Climate Way-
finding at 10:45 a.m. today 
in the Amphitheater.

Wilkinson said she has al-
ways had an affinity for the 
more-than-human world. 
In high school, she spent a 
semester at an experien-
tial school called The Out-
door Academy in western 
North Carolina, nestled in 
the heart of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. There, she lived 
in the woods with a hand-
ful of teachers and 25 other 
students — one of whom was 
Leah Naomi Green, who will 
present the Interfaith Lec-
ture at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

Wilkinson 
to discuss 
moving 
beyond 
climate fears

GREEN

WILKINSON

See WILKINSON, Page 4
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LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

Leah Naomi Green sits on the 
quiet, reflective outskirts of 
the climate movement with 
pen, paper and students she 
hopes to instill with the same 
sense of thoughtfulness.

Green, an author of en-
vironmental poetry, views 
sitting and thinking as a ne-
glected yet essential part of 
progressing toward a more 
environmentally conscious 
and connected society. She 
will deliver a lecture at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philoso-
phy, which she titled “Don’t 

Just Do Something, Sit There,” 
after a quote from Zen Master 
Thích Nhất Hạnh.

She said her lecture will 
explore that quote through 
conversation with the writ-
ings of Robin Wall Kimmerer, 
Ross Gay, Wendell Berry, Ada 
Limón, Nhất Hạnh and herself.

At Katharine Wilkinson’s 
10:45 a.m lecture today in 
the Amphitheater, Green 
will be giving “a little taste” 
of her environmental po-
ems, and at her Interfaith 
Lecture, she will discuss 
the thought behind them.

Green is the writer-in-res-

idence at Washington and 
Lee University, where she 
teaches both English and en-
vironmental studies.

“Technically there’s no 
religion in there, but ask 
anyone who’s ever taken my 
classes — it’s definitely part 
of what we do,” Green said.

When Director of Religion 
Robert Wilson-Black provid-
ed the lecture prompt, “spir-
itual responses to a throw-
away world,” Green said she 
immediately thought, “This 
is the talk I was born to give.” 
She said her lecture will offer 
her reflections from 20 years 

of her thoughts on this topic.
Green’s perspective is also 

shaped by her life as a home-
steader. “My family and I grow 
most of our own food and live 
in an ecological community 
where we heat with wood and 
forage and grow food.”

The spiritual perspective 
she will bring to her Inter-
faith Lecture reflects a range 
including Buddhism, Quak-
erism and Judaism. 

Currently, she said Bud-
dhist practice is the faith 
tradition from which she is 
learning the most. “My part-
ner and I met at a Buddhist 

monastery and have spent 
the last 20 years living in this 
homesteading life inflected 
by that tradition.”
Quakerism, she said, pre-
ceded her current chapter. 
“I was lucky enough that 
my mom taught English at 
a Quaker school when I was 
growing up, so I got to go 
for free.” In her 20s, Green 
said she went to a Quak-
er college, where she lived 
in an interfaith house and 
led backpacking trips for a 
Quaker program.

Green to provide spiritual, poetic reflection on climate movement

When Chautauqua Sympho-
ny Orchestra Music Di-
rector Rossen Milanov re-

ceived the opportunity to have two 
rehearsals for tonight’s program, 
a rarity amid the CSO’s nonstop 
schedule, he ventured for repertoire 
that the orchestra was previously 
unfamiliar with. 

“I personally have never conduct-
ed any of these two pieces. I always 
wanted to program the ‘Mysterious 
Mountain’ and it never really materi-
alized, for some reason,” Milanov said. 

For the first time, Chautauquans 
will see Milanov guide the CSO 
through spiritual and political revolu-

tion in Hovhaness’ Symphony No. 2, 
“Mysterious Mountain,” and Shosta-
kovich’s Symphony No. 12, “The Year 
1917,” during the 8 p.m. CSO perfor-
mance tonight in the Amphitheater. 

Milanov noted that, despite being 
written immediately after the end of 
World War II, the “Mysterious Moun-
tain” Symphony does not embody 
the overtly avant-garde sensibili-
ties of the period. Instead, the piece 
harkens back to the Baroque style of 
Johann Sebastian Bach. Visible even 
in the piece’s title, Hovhaness’ inter-
ests here lay within the elusive.

Milanov to conduct Hovhaness’ Symphony No. 
2, ‘Mysterious Mountain,’ Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 12, ‘The Year 1917’ in CSO debut

ROCCO PRIOLETTI
STAFF WRITER

See CSO, Page 4

This is music of living, 
through the course of 
this 20-some minutes 
of music, and feeling 
that we are spiritually 

elevated.”
—ROSSEN MILANOV

Music Director, 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra

revolution  
spirituality &

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Music Director Rossen Milanov leads the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra as they perform Holst’s “The Planets” Saturday in the Amphitheater.



NORA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

It’s quite a feat to turn 95. 
Whether as an individual, 
organization, building or so 
forth, a landmark birthday 
warrants a big party — and 
today is exactly that.

From 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
today, Friends of Smith Me-
morial Library will host the 
annual Library Day bash for 
literary lovers of all types at 
Smith Memorial Library in 
celebration of the library’s 
95th birthday.

“It is a fundraiser for the 
Friends of Smith Memo-
rial Library who support 
the library and do special 

projects,” Scott Ekstrom, 
director of Smith Memo-
rial Library, said. “So, [at-
tendees] are invited to give 
at any amount, but even if 
they don’t give, we want 
them to come and enjoy 
the time because it is just a 
celebration for what this li-
brary means for the great-
er Chautauqua community. 
So, all are welcome.”

Library Day is a morning 
of socializing, refreshments 
and word games. If the 
weather permits, the block 
in front of the library will be 
closed off so the celebration 
can take place in front of 
the library and on the front 

steps. If these festivities 
alone weren’t enough, the 
library will invite attendees 
to wear their favorite books 
with pride via the quint-
essential red “my favorite 
book” stickers.

“[There’s] baked goods 
from the area and coffee, 
word games, a chance to 
get the annual, one day only 
a year, ‘my favorite book’ 
sticker,” Ekstrom said.

The sticker is a great ice-
breaker for attendees to 
spark conversations with 
one another while still pre-
serving the book theme of 
the event as they write their 
favorite book title, or what-

ever book they’re current-
ly into at the moment, on a 
sticker and a name tag they 
place on their shirt.

Ekstrom said part of the 
Library Day tradition con-
sists of inviting local librar-
ians throughout the region 
to the grounds to celebrate 
not only the Smith, but li-
braries as an institution, 
and experience a day at 
Chautauqua.

“One thing that we do, a 
long-standing tradition, is 
invite area librarians from 
around the region to come 
and enjoy Chautauqua for 
the day,” Ekstrom said. “So, 
I hope to see a lot of them.”

JENNA OUTCALT
STAFF WRITER

A lot can be learned from 
trash, according to Sherri 
“Sam” Mason. Trash sorting 
workshops like the ones she 
leads can provide valuable 
information not only for sci-
entists like her, but for the 
public, too.

“I think the important 
thing [is] we’re there to have 
fun. We’re there to educate, 
but in a fun way,” she said.

Mason is leading a sum-
mer camp for high school 
students that goes to dif-
ferent areas in the Lake Erie 
coastal zone and explores 
local ecology with field ex-
perience and laboratory 
analysis. At 12:30 p.m. today 
at Heinz Beach, the camp 
will sort trash and discuss 
the information they learn 
from the waste.

“A good way to learn 
about a society is by looking 
at the trash, the things we 
throw away, the things that 
we don’t consider import-
ant,” Mason said.

Mason researches plastic 
pollution at Gannon Uni-
versity, where she oversees 
multiple environmental ed-
ucation and conservation 
initiatives. Mason encour-
aged Chautauquans to pick 

up trash around Chautau-
qua Institution and join 
the summer camp for the 
hands-on workshop.

“Come prepared to get a 
little bit dirty,” she said.

Rachael Zoe Miller, an 
ocean conservationist and 
National Geographic Ex-
plorer, will join the work-
shop as well.

“What I’m excited to do 
with Sam and her students 
is attach some three-dimen-
sionality to the problem and 
to do it locally,” Miller said.

Miller emphasized it’s not 
just the cleanup that mat-
ters, but the information and 
dialogue that stems from it.

“I think public sorts are 
one of the most powerful 
ways to make a beach clean-
up have impact,” she said. 
“I’m a fan of cleaning up, 
obviously, but the way I see 
it is: Cleanups are good, but 
data cleanups are what pre-
vent the problem.”

Mason explained that 
many people think plas-
tic is only a pollutant once 
it is discarded. However, 
pre-production plastic pel-
lets are one of the most 
common pollutants in the 
environment.

“I think it’s really import-
ant to recognize that plastic 

pollutes at every stage of its 
life cycle. It’s not something 
that just happens at the 
end,” she said. “It happens 
from the moment it’s ex-
tracted as crude oil.”

Mason said disposabili-
ty and plastic go hand-in-
hand, and they disrupt the 
cyclical systems of the nat-
ural environment.

“Disposability is a linear 
process … what that means 
is that you’re taking valuable 
resources and you’re con-
stantly turning them into 
trash, to invaluable resourc-
es,” she said.

According to Mason, hav-
ing a society based on a lin-
ear process is a danger to 

humans as a species.
“Every time we buy some-

thing that is disposable, we 
are voting for a disposable 
world and a disposable peo-
ple, a disposable species, be-
cause in the end the planet 
will continue on without us,” 
Mason said.

However, Mason said so-
ciety can move more toward 
the natural order.

“I really want us to be 
thinking much more circu-
lar. That’s what moving be-
yond the era of disposability 
is,” she said. “It’s thinking 
about how we can operate 
more in line with nature. 
You have to work on cycles.”
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BRIEFLY
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from 
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or 
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be 
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to 
Gracie Szablewski in the Daily’s editorial office. Please 
provide the name of the organization, time and place of 
meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

This course surveys English history between the Crownings of Henry 
VIII and James I. During this ninety-four year period, nearly 1,000 

years of Catholicism in England ended. At the same time, Anglicanism 
was born and fully developed. The course will delve into the underlying 
historic, political, theological, and social development during the reign 
of each of the Sovereigns. The international intrigues which resulted 
from the religious turmoil in England will also be covered.

Henry VIII 1509: The Tudor Dynasty Begins in a Thorny Bush on 
     Bosworth Field

"Divorced, beheaded, died, divorce, beheaded, survived"

Edward VI 1547: Anglican Theology and Practice take hold
     Principally by Act of Parliament

"The Monstrous Regimen of Women"

Mary I 1553: Catholicism Comes Roaring Back in all of its 
     Bloody Excesses 

"The most unhappy and unsuccessful of England's Sovereigns"

Elizabeth I 1558: Anglicanism Returns with the Elizabethan Settlement
"The battle between elevating the Host above or keeping it below the eyes"

James I 1603: The Church and State in Tandem Become 
More Centralized and Tyrannical 
"Opponents of the established will be harried out the land or do worse'
More Centralized and Tyrannical 
"Opponents of the established will be harried out the land or do worse'

Busch to facilitate end-of-week discussion as part of 
Miami partnership
At 12:30 p.m. Friday in Smith Wilkes Hall, Andrew Busch 
will facilitate a post-lecture discussion to help attend-
ees unpack Week Four’s lectures and programs. Busch 
is director of Western Center for Social Impact and In-
novation at Miami University of Ohio and a 2026 Mi-
ami-Chautauqua Faculty Fellow.

Library news
Smith Memorial Library programs Children’s Story Time 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Bestor Plaza (rain loca-
tion in library).  At noon today, join Friends of the Chau-
tauqua Writers’ Center on the porch for “Locals at The 
Library!” — this week featuring authors Martha J. Rogus 
(Quillyshine), Joan Wahl (Summer Love in Music City), 
and Jason Bussman (Fumble: A Memoir: Just a Dad Try-
ing Not to Drop the Ball). 

David Levy pre-concert lecture
The beginning of David Levy’s pre-concert lecture at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday in Hultquist Center will feature an 
interview with CSO violinist Lenelle Morse. Morse has 
served in the orchestra since 1992. 

Tennis tournament
The tennis center will be holding the team tennis tourna-
ment at 9 a.m. Saturday. Check in will be at 8:30 a.m. at the 
pro shop. To receive the team roster and T-shirt, sign up 
at the Pro Shop or call 716-357-6276 to reserve your spot.

TALLULAH BROWN VAN ZEE / DAILY FILE PHOTO
Chautauquans of all ages gather to celebrate last year’s Library Day July 31, 2025 at Smith Memorial Library, discussing their favorite 
books over coffee and treats. 

Mason, Miller to lead trash sort, workshop at Heinz Beach

Smith Memorial Library celebrates its 95th year

MILLERMASON

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one of the Insti-

tution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing in 

the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one. 

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings 

for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BULLETIN
BOARD

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION SPONSOR

P.E.O. 
Reunion

BYO Lunch on the 
porch Today Noon Porch of Sarah Hughes 

Rice, 27 Ramble

Free film 
screening “No Other Land” Today 6:30 p.m. UCC Randell Chapel

Chautauquans 
Seeking Healing 
for Palestinians 
and Israelis

THE CHQ DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters should be 
submitted electronically, 
no more than 350 
words and are subject 
to editing. Letters must 
include the writer’s 
signature including name, 
address and telephone 
number for verification. 
The Daily does not 
publish anonymous 
letters. Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to:	
Dave Munch, Interim 
Managing Editor

dmunch@chq.org 



LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

Rita Nakashima Brock ex-
plained that humans have 
existed for 300,000 years 
and were largely hunt-
er-gatherers until the Ice 
Age ended only 10,000 
years ago. Then, about 
5,000 years ago, Brock said, 
empires began. The schol-
ar, editor and writer spoke 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Hall of Philosophy about 
“empire and paradise.”

Brock looked beyond the 
origins of empire to reflect 
on what it means for hu-
mans to only see “paradise” 
— in accordance with wide-
spread Abrahamic religions 
— as something impossible 
to pursue until the afterlife.

She said empire and its 
inherently unequal distri-
bution of resources con-
trasts ancient religious 
texts and foundational 
theological beliefs. 

Brock explained that 
humanity’s pursuit of par-
adise on Earth is contin-
gent on the mindset of not 
extracting more resources 
than is necessary to sustain 
life. The power structures 
that uphold empire, she ex-
plained, take advantage of 
religious understandings of 
the afterlife to make people 
perceive paradise as some-
thing they cannot pursue 
while they’re alive.

This shift in core beliefs, 
she argued, damaged hu-
manity’s innate understand-
ing of how to live in unity 
with nature and finite re-
sources. She said the desire 
for more power and resourc-
es stemmed from empire, in 
which a select few grow in 
power when people are obe-
dient at their own expense.

In contrast to pre-em-
pire norms of redistribution, 
wherein no one person or 
group sought to accumulate 
exorbitant wealth, she said 

empires rely on “massive 
resource extraction” that is 
accumulated “in pockets of 
a few people.” 

Brock shared her expe-
riences visiting the Arc-
tic, which she described as 
transplanting her into a way 
of life she said represented 
the 300,000-year-old hu-
man lifestyle of only taking 
necessities from the Earth.

“For most of our exis-
tence as a species, humans 
lived as arctic peoples in 
tribal units with season-
al migrations that followed 
food sources,” Brock said. In 
hunter-gatherer societies, 
she explained, “excess sur-
plus is a liability because it 
takes more calories to carry 
it than redistribute it.”

She said that before the 
development of empires, so-
cieties were naturally reliant 
on redistribution as a sur-
vival strategy. “Sharing is a 
central value. If you have too 
much, give it away.” 

Traditional Indigenous 
feasts called “potlatches,” 
marked by times of celebra-
tion like weddings, reflected 
this norm. In these feasts, 
leaders signified their status 
by giving away possessions 
and valuables. Brock said 
the U.S. and Canada banned 
these “because they don’t fit 
the good capitalist values.”

Referencing the work of 
scholar and author Luke 
Kemp, Brock named the 
“dark triad of traits” that 
characterize empire: sociop-
athy, narcissism and Machia-
vellianism. Brock continued, 
saying Kemp said the col-
lapse of empires is inevitable. 

Brock also named sever-
al of the reasons that Kemp 
listed for empire’s collapse: 
decisions from the lower 
class to return to hunt-
ing-gathering, pandemic, 
internal revolt, invasion 
from other empires, cli-
mate change, massive in-

equality from bloat at the 
top and “feckless, incom-
petent rulers.”

“Of course, we can see 
some common current appli-
cations of this,” Brock said.

Empires, according to the 
patterns analyzed by Kemp, 
collapse after 400 years. She 
said Kemp warned that if the 
cycle through various forms 
of empire continues, hu-
mans will face extinction in 
the next 500 years. Accord-
ing to Brock, Kemp sees de-
mocracy as the alternative 
to empire; it is “fragile” but 
“perhaps, our best hope.”

Brock used history and 
modernity to explore the 
question of whether religion 
can help save society from 
the resource drainage and 
inequality she argued are the 
result of imperial mindsets.

“What if a core problem 
is the very idea of power 
and authority itself that is 
carried forward in imperial 
religions and orients people 
to obedience to an invisible 
ruler?” Brock asked.

She pointed to the role 
of religious texts in rein-
forcing empire.

“We tend to separate out 
these ideological elements 
of religion and human rul-
ers as political, but gods 
parallel the hierarchical 
imperial systems they en-
dorse …” Brock said.

She said constructs with-
in empires have enabled 
monotheism to support un-
questioned obedience in 
ways that perpetuate the 
maintenance of power at the 
top of an empire. Pointing 
to examples from Judaism, 
Brock said it is positive for 
faith practices to encourage 
questioning and interroga-
tion. In her perspective, the 
mindset of unquestioning 
loyalty is contrasted by faith 
practices — also in ancient 
texts — that are rooted in 
stability and cooperation 

with the natural world rath-
er than at its expense.

In association of Abra-
hamic religions with “ethi-
cal monotheism,” she spoke 
about how ancient religious 
texts applied moral laws 
equally to all people.

Feeding the hungry, 
healing the sick and ques-
tioning theology, according 
to Brock, are teachings that 
support sustainable human 
practices in conjunction 
with the pursuit of para-
dise on earth.

“It was only in college that 
Christianity began to make 
sense to me in an Old Tes-
tament class, which taught 
me to see Jesus in the long 
prophetic trajectory of re-
sistance to oppressive pow-
er and a commitment to jus-
tice and human flourishing,” 
Brock said.

These biblical teachings, 
she said, are a guide to fight-
ing empire.

“I confess, I was a re-
bellious child,” she said. “I 
didn’t like to be ordered to 
do things, and I questioned 
authority — which pre-

pared me to be a feminist 
but not a faithful person in 
an empire.”

She said ancient texts 
describe the mission of the 
church as being “paradise in 
this world so that human life 
could flourish.” According 
to Brock, literature about 
paradise is concentrated on 
ancient texts, which holds 
implications about the dilu-
tion of this mission when it 
does not benefit empire. She 
named several descriptions 
of and terms for paradise 
from different traditions.

“We can see these stories 
and descriptions of paradise 
as nostalgia for a lost world, 

perhaps. But we might also 
hold them as a vision for 
creating communities of 
resistance against survival 
as we struggle through the 
many years ahead.”

Brock concluded with 
an excerpt from her book 
with Rebecca Ann Park-
er, Saving Paradise: How 
Christianity Traded Love 
of This World for Crucifix-
ion and Empire that called 
for people to be “more re-
sponsive to and responsi-
ble for life in this world.”

“All is not lost,” Brock said. 
“There is still beauty and life 
here. Let us save it.”

ARIANNA NEVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

At 10:15 a.m. Tuesday, Ra-
chael Zoe Miller, an ocean 
conservationist, author and 
National Geographic Ex-
plorer, was told she was go-
ing to be on the Amphithe-
ater stage at 10:45 a.m. the 
following day. She said this 
was the biggest “put me in, 
coach” moment, but it was 
also a “it takes a village” mo-
ment to help “upgrade her 
informal wardrobe to reach 
the magnitude of this stage.”

At 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
in the Amp, Miller took the 
stage with a discussion fo-
cused on her marine debris 
expeditions and microplas-
tics in the ocean. 

Miller is a co-founder 
of the Rozalia Project for 
a Clean Ocean, which is 
“dedicated to protecting 
the ocean, lakes and rivers” 
and “conserving a healthy, 
thriving marine ecosys-
tem.” She said the team 
works on a marine de-
bris model and uses “data 
cleanups” to understand 
specific microdebris in dif-
ferent areas. 

“We are optimistic in the 
face of an overwhelming 
problem at beaches …,” Mill-
er said. “We remain optimis-
tic because we recognize 
that the collective ‘we’ got 
us into this literal and figu-
rative mess, and we believe 
that the collective ‘we’ can 
ultimately get us out of it.”

To contextualize the 
projects she works on, Miller 
highlighted her work on the 
Gulf of Maine. In a collabo-
rative program, the Rozalia 
Project collected 100,000 
pounds of waste. They also 
took note of the pieces of 
fishing gear they collected 
to understand how it got 
there and thus prevent it 
from re-entering the ocean.

Miller cited “the gener-
ation of plastic waste” as a 
starting point to locate her 
work in sustainability and 

oceanic conservation. She 
said marine debris or trash 
is often transported to 
the sea from rivers, whose 
routes are determined by 
winds and currents. She 
said locations of waste ac-
cumulations like the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch were 
portrayed in a hyperbolic 
manner. More realistically, 
Miller said, there is a “mi-
croplastic soup” at the cen-
ter of ocean gyres. 

“You can sail across the 
ocean and see some big 
fishing gear, but most-
ly, what you’ll see is a big, 
beautiful ocean,” Miller 
said. “But if you dip a net 
with fine mesh in there, you 
will come up with hand-
fuls of microplastics. Then, 
moving to understanding 
the exact location of all of 
this microplastic, what we 
find is that the science is 
still a little wide. It’s still a 
little new.”

As more microplastics 
show up in the ocean, they 
affect marine life, accord-
ing to Miller. She said about 
1,300 species have micro-
plastics in their body. Not 
only does this affect the 
creatures underwater, but 
the issue also transfers 
to humans. She said, “Mi-
croplastics and hydrofiber 
have been found in foods — 
alarmingly, in foods that are 
just grown with relatively 
limited handling.”

Besides food, Miller said 
microplastics are found in 
tap water, and even higher 
numbers of these plastic 
fibers are found in water 
bottles. At a microplastic 
summit a few years back, 
she said she sat next to a 
researcher who studied 
bottled water and micro-
plastics; she brought up the 
high number of microplas-
tics in such a small amount 
of water to him, and he 
replied by saying, “After 
doing the study, I don’t let 
anyone I love drink from a 

plastic water bottle.”
“Can’t get more powerful 

than that,” Miller said. 
Miller went on a National 

Geographic-Lindblad Expe-
dition Cruise to sample air 
and water, during which she 
sought out and investigated 
microplastics and microfi-
bers. She specifically looked 
for hotspots of microplastic 
or microfiber in the Arctic 
and Antarctic regions. 

Because the Arctic city 
of Svalbard, Norway, had 
one of the lowest popula-
tions in the region, it was 
an “unexpected” hotspot. 
With further research, the 
team found that the high 
microplastic concentration 
was due to currents. In the 
Antarctic region, Margue-
rite Bay had currents that 
brought microparticles from 
North America — specifical-
ly, microfibers from textiles.

“[Antarctica is] such a 
precious place that we want 
to make sure that our data 
are as specific as possible, 
so that we can communi-
cate with ships and their 
passengers and how they 
organize field staff …,” Mill-
er said. “We need to know 
who to talk to, and so part 
of our data collection is to 
identify the source of these 
microparticles.”

Miller visited landfills in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, on an-
other marine debris expedi-
tion. There were mountains 
of consumer debris “not 
really breaking down, but 
just hanging out,” including 
clothing, home textiles and 
plastic bags.

While Miller was visit-
ing, she said trucks kept 
bringing more and more 
trash. As this was happen-
ing, she observed people 
with baskets going through 
the landfills in hopes of 
finding something of val-
ue. She said there were “so 
many people involved in 
this exchange that there’s a 
guy selling snacks up there 

halfway up the mountain.”
“This, to me, is a system 

that isn’t working,” Miller said. 
“It is a study in inefficiency.”

However, there is good 
news about people try-
ing to find balance, Miller 
said. At the bottom of the 
mountains, multiple initia-
tives are trying to reduce 
the waste, from machines 
picking out the plastic bags 
people send with compost 
to Waste4Change, an ethical 
trash-sorting company.

“David Wallace-Wells 
used the term ‘small num-
bers in the big world.’ The 
way I say it is, ‘lots of lit-
tles make a big,’ and this 
is a great example,” Mill-
er said. “It is overwhelm-
ing to look at those trash 
mountains, but then think, 
‘What if there was one of 
these (initiatives) in pretty 
much every neighborhood 
hiring people that needed 
to work and diverting all of 
that trash?’”

Miller discussed sustain-
ability solutions targeting 
waste around the world. Al-
ternative materials in the 
textile industry can create 
more sustainable fashion, 

she said. Some examples she 
used included a green tea-
based leather alternative and 
a company in Finland that 
creates regenerated cotton. 

Miller said one way to 
advocate and support con-
servation efforts is to sup-
port policies requiring mi-
crofiber filters in washing 
machines. Countries have 
begun creating laws toward 
change on this issue. She 
said education can happen 
in many ways, like through 
art and books. Miller said 
“interdisciplinarity is a 
solution,” and “bringing 

together different people 
from different areas makes 
for better action.”

“What we’re here to do 
this week, and what we’re 
talking about — whether it’s 
with clothes or microplas-
tics or air pollution, or what-
ever it is — ultimately, is to 
preserve the opportunity, 
the option to be able to see 
ice as far as the eye can see 
for your kids, your grand-
kids and your great grand-
kids,” Miller said. “If anyone 
can make a big ripple effect, 
I know that it’s here.”
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SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ocean conservationist, author and National Geographic Explorer Rachael Zoe Miller shows photographs of 
waste sites located in Jakarta during her morning lecture Wednesday in the Amphitheater.

Miller discusses marine debris expeditions, explains microplastics’ effects

GABRIEL MILBY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Theologian, moral injury expert and co-author of “Saving Paradise” Rita Nakashima Brock speaks 
Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy.

Brock says rise of empire stripped humanity’s pursuit of paradise on earth

What we’re here to do this week, and what we’re 
talking about — whether it’s with clothes or 
microplastics or air pollution, or whatever it is — 
ultimately, is to preserve the opportunity, the option 
to be able to see ice as far as the eye can see for your 
kids, your grandkids and your great grandkids.”

—RACHAEL ZOE MILLER
Ocean Conservationist, Author, National Geographic Explorer
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David B. Levy is the author of Symphony Notes, an 
in-depth exploration of each Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra performance program. Levy is professor 
emeritus of music at Wake Forest University. He holds a 
doctorate in musicology from the University of Rochester 
and remains actively involved in scholarly pursuits. His 
primary focus has been on the music of Ludwig van 
Beethoven, about which he has published numerous 
articles and a book, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, 
published by Yale University Press. 
Levy will give a pre-concert lecture at 6:30 p.m. tonight 
in Hultquist 101.

READ SYMPHONY 
NOTES ONLINE

BY DAVID B. LEV Y

You can read Levy’s full 
analysis of and expertise 
on tonight’s program 
at chqdaily.com or by 
scanning this QR code.

WILKINSON
FROM PAGE 1

CSO
FROM PAGE 1

GREEN
FROM PAGE 1

During her four months 
at The Outdoor Academy, 
Wilkinson’s perspective on 
nature shifted from adora-
tion to activism. Her time in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains 
allowed her to live an eco-
logically conscious lifestyle 
for the first time, which she 
said she loved, but she also 
encountered the ecologi-
cal wounds of the Southern 
Appalachians — including 
clear-cutting in the Pisgah 
National Forest. After relish-
ing in nature and living “in the 
flow” of their surroundings 
for weeks, Wilkinson’s litera-
ture and environmental stud-
ies teacher took the students 
on a pivotal hike through the 
Pisgah National Forest.

“Unbeknownst to us, we 
were going to arrive out at the 
top of this ridge onto a fresh 
clear-cut, and I think that was 
a moment of my heart really 
breaking, “ Wilkinson said. “I 

think when our hearts don’t 
just break, but they break 
open, those can be really 
compass-setting moments,  
moments of conviction.”

As she reckoned with her 
own climate awakening, 
Wilkinson said she found 
herself the same questions: 
“What does this information 
mean? What do I do with it? 
Where do I go from here?  
How do I hold all of this?” 
Wilkinson found a plethora 
of helpful scientific resourc-
es, but none that helped 
her navigate how to answer 
these questions; then, she 
began her work at The All 
We Can Save Project.

Climate Wayfinding first 
existed as an experiential 
learning program before it be-
came a book. The All We Can 
Save Project has been training 
educators across the U.S. and 
Canada to facilitate Climate 
Wayfinding with their stu-
dents, with the program now 
active on 50 college and uni-
versity campuses. “But even 

with that facilitator network, 
we weren’t coming anywhere 
close to meeting the scale of 
the need,” Wilkinson said.

Thus, the book version 
was born. This work “ul-
timately makes Climate 
Wayfinding accessible and 
available much more wide-
ly, aspirationally to anybody 
with internet access and a 
library card,” Wilkinson said. 
“There’s so much informa-
tion, but we are often lack-
ing support for orientation.” 
In the first chapter of her 

book, Wilkinson outlined the 
three core practices of Cli-
mate Wayfinding that read-
ers can use as guides on their 
own journey: looking inward 
with care, looking outward 
with curiosity and looking 
forward with courage.

“If your heart is breaking 
about what’s happening to 
the planet, where do you go 
with that?” Wilkinson asked. 
“Who do you talk to? Where 
do you cry? I think so many 
people feel deeply isolated 

in their sadness, their fear, 
their anger. And those emo-
tions can be such powerful 
fuel, but not if we just start 
in the fetal position, holding 
them alone.”

This, she said, is where 
Climate Wayfinding seeks 
to bridge a gap. There is no 
single intended audience; 
the book is designed to serve 
unfamiliar readers and life-
long climate activists alike. 
An interactive book that asks 
audiences to pause, reflect, 
analyze their feelings and 
gather with others to dis-
cuss them, it features essays 
to provide structure for the 
lessons, poems and playlists 
to further highlight the emo-
tions that may arise while 
reading and includes journ-
aling and group discussion 
prompts to further the read-
er’s journey of self-discovery.  

The Climate Wayfinding 
lecture will act as a taste of 
the book at large, accord-
ing to Wilkinson. Following 
a week of impactful climate 

lectures, Wilkinson said she 
presumes many listeners 
may be grappling with the 
same questions she had be-
fore writing the book. She 
said she hopes audiences 
will take what resonates and 
leave what doesn’t, while 
still maintaining an open 
mind as “deeper moments 
of discovery or illumination 
come where we least expect 
them,” Wilkinson said.

Wilkinson dedicated 
the book to the “persistent 
shimmer of life.” Grati-
tude sits at the center of 

all of Wilkinson’s work, she 
said, and she is constantly 
“moved by the wow of it all.”

For her, the fact that life has 
existed for more than 3.8 bil-
lion years is a marvel against 
great odds. And nobody is 
severed from that history.

“When you have a sense 
that you are entangled with 
and a part of all of the rest 
of life, I think it creates a 
pull and a sense of calling to 
be the most generous and 
generative node of that web 
that you possibly can be,” 
Wilkinson said.

Green said she was born into 
Judaism, which set her apart 
from the Christian majority 
she grew up alongside in her 
rural North Carolina town.

“My best friends grow-
ing up were all the religious 
kids who, of course, were …
Methodist,” she said.

She said interfaith immer-
sion throughout her life has 
influenced how she views 
humanity’s treatment of the 

environment and how she 
conveys this through writing.

With her students, Green 
said she often express-
es gratitude for science. In 
addressing climate change, 
Green said she feels spiritu-
ality also has an important 
role to play in attending to 
the human mind and soul.
While she emphasized her 

belief that science is abso-
lutely necessary, Green said 
“if science were enough, we 
would have solved climate 
change in the 70s.” She said 
the gap in progress lies in 

getting people to subscribe 
to already existing science. 

“We have all the data we 
need. We even have all the 
technology we need.” she 
said. “There’s something 
about how humans relate to 
the more-than-human world 
that needs a lot of attention.”

“The power of deep lis-
tening” is something Green 
said she tries to practice and 
instill in her students.
“The way Thích Nhất 

Hạnh defines it is listening 
to someone else purely for 
the purpose of helping to 
ease their suffering,” Green 
said. She said this practice 
challenges the idea of lis-

tening merely to respond, 
determine accuracy or deci-
pher truth.

With applications beyond 
human-to-human interac-
tion, Green said the goal of 
this practice is “deeply listen-
ing for what it is that the being 
in front of you needs to say.”

Chautauqua Institu-
tion’s model of gathering 
for meaningful discussion, 
Green said, “is the oppo-
site of doomscrolling on our 
phones alone.”

Green said she hopes 
people leave her lecture 
more present, more con-
nected and more likely to sit 
and think for a moment.

If your heart is breaking about what’s happening to the 
planet, where do you go with that? Who do you talk to? 
Where do you cry? I think so many people feel deeply 
isolated in their sadness, their fear, their anger.”

—KATHARINE WILKINSON
Author, Climate Wayfinding

“The ‘Mysterious Mountain’ 
is different because it’s not 
about a mountain that exists 
somewhere geographically. 
It’s about the idea of climb-
ing our own spiritual moun-
tain,” Milanov remarked. “… 
Contrary to Shostakovich, 
this is not music based on 
conflict. This is music of 
living, through the course 
of this 20-some minutes of 
music, and feeling that we 
are spiritually elevated.”

In past seasons, the CSO 
ventured into the world 

of Shostakovich primari-
ly through the lens of the 
symphonies he wrote during 
World War II. However, Mi-
lanov wanted something dif-
ferent and more “enigmatic” 
for tonight’s program.

Continuing from where 
Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No. 11, “The Year 1905,” left 
off — which the CSO per-
formed in 2025 — “The Year 
1917” Symphony unfolds the 
events of the October Revo-
lution in a particularly “cin-
ematographic” fashion. 

Although the piece is 
rooted in the onset of social-

ism under Vladimir Lenin, 
Shostakovich’s symphony is 
defiant against one singular 
musical, narrative or philo-
sophical interpretation.

“But, for people that know 
the music of Shostakovich, 
there is always a meaning 
that is somewhat under the 
surface. In this particular 
piece, one could read a lot of 
things that were, probably, 
more current to the time 
when it was written in the 
1960s,” Milanov said. 

Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No. 12 can be viewed retro-
spectively, detailing how, 

as oppression then circum-
vented the initial freedoms 
that originally attracted so 
many to the revolution, ide-
alistic societal depictions of 
Lenin were corrupted un-
der Joseph Stalin’s leader-
ship. This is an aspect that 
Shostakovich has embraced 
throughout his life in music. 

“In that particular piece 
by Shostakovich, one could 
sense that repression, that 
repressive, repetitive music 
— the usage of genres that 
always feel almost as a mu-
sical abuse on the ears of the 
audience,” Milanov said. “… 

He does side from [the] gro-
tesque. He does not side from 
a musical caricature. And, he 
does not side from presenting 
the negative and the violent 
force[s] as something that we 
could physically live through 
as part of the performance.”

For Milanov, it’s important 
for audiences to know the 
symphony is not only a cele-
bration of an important his-
torical moment at large, but 
also Shostakovich’s “response, 
as an artist, to what he was 
[experiencing] as a human 
being and what many of his 
friends and compatriots were 

going through at the time.”
This evening concert 

follows in Milanov’s sea-
son-long mission to bring 
American music to Chautau-
quans in celebration of 250 
years of the United States. 
Tonight’s repertoire specif-
ically highlights longer, un-
derrepresented pieces. 

“The idea was to present 
some of the bigger works, 
which will continue through-
out the season,” Milanov said. 
“I think it will culminate with 
the ‘Jeremiah’ Symphony by 
Leonard Bernstein [at] our 
last concert.”

A free, 90-minute skill-building 
workshop. Learn skills that foster 
belonging at Chautauqua and beyond.

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 

Registration encouraged.  
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

Creating an  
Inclusive Chautauqua

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 



At the 9:15 a.m. Wednesday morning worship service 
in the Amphitheater, Cantor Olivia Brodsky again 
opened her sermon with a solo, “Yerushalayim Shel 

Zahav.” She was accompanied by Sonya Subbayya Sutton 
on the Steinway piano.

“I am going to begin with an easy topic today,” Brodsky said 
with a smile. “I just sang ‘Jerusalem of Gold,’ the unofficial Is-
raeli second national anthem. It perfectly captures the centu-
ries of Jewish longing for Jerusalem as an anthem of return.” 
Brodsky’s sermon title was “The Biblical Origins of Zionism,” 
and the Scripture reading was Ezekiel 37: 21–28.

The anthem, “Jerusalem of Gold,” was written in 1967 by 
Naomi Shemer. The longing for Jerusalem in the song came 
from Psalm 137: 5: “If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand wither!” Brodsky said, “The melody is modern, but the 
longing is ancient.” 

She asked, “Why does that one place — Zion, Jerusalem, 
the land of Israel — loom so large in Jewish life? How does it 
relate to political Zionism?”

Homeland is another dimension of Jewish identity. Brodsky 
visited Israel for the first time when she was 15. Before that, in 
her mind, from reading Biblical stories, Israel was like Narnia. 
“I truly came to appreciate it as the birthplace of Jewish civi-
lization and the place where that people, my people, continue 
to live today.”

Brodsky told the congregation that Zionism is a very 
misunderstood term. She said that people think they 
know what it means, but she believes a definition is 
needed before discussing the idea. “Zionism is the polit-
ical movement for the Jewish’s people’s right to self-de-
termination and their ancestral homeland. It is thought 
to establish a secure, recognized haven for the Jewish 
dispersed population to escape persecution.”

Originally, Zion referred to the fortress captured by King 
David, but over time it became the Bible’s name for Jerusalem 
and the term for the land of Israel more broadly, she told the 
congregation. “Modern Zionism is merely the latest chapter of 
a story that has been unfolding for nearly 3,000 years.”

God made a covenant with Abraham in Canaan, and the 
land was not incidental to the covenant, Brodsky said. “The 
land of Israel did not begin in 1948 but 3,000 years ago. Jacob 
took the people to Egypt to avoid a famine, but a place of 
refuge became a place of oppression.”

When the Jewish people left Egypt, they were not invading 
an unfamiliar land but going back to ancestral land. Jerusalem 
had a central role when David established the united monar-
chy there. Solomon built the temple and Jerusalem became 
the spiritual center. “Jerusalem became the spiritual center 
of Jewish life where worship and national identity converged,” 
Brodsky said.

The enduring problem for the Jewish people was to main-
tain sovereignty over the land. In 536 B.C.E., Babylon con-
quered Israel by destroying Solomon’s temple and taking the 
people into exile. 

“Removed from their homeland, Jerusalem was trans-

formed from being the center of Jewish life to the object of 
spiritual Jewish longing,” Brodsky said. “For many civiliza-
tions, exile marks the beginning of cultural collapse; but for 
the Jewish people, it became a new chapter, one in which 
ritual evolved to sustain memory. Speaking for the Jews in 
exile, the prophet Ezekiel declared, ‘for Zion’s sake I will not 
keep silent and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest.’” 

Memory is also an act of resistance, Brodsky told the con-
gregation. By carrying their homeland with the Jewish people 
and centering the longing for it in ritual, exile did not become 
amnesia. When the people were permitted to return and to 
rebuild the temple, “This first return to Zion, as it is called, 
became the pattern through which later generations imag-
ined other returns.”

In 70 C.E., the Romans destroyed the second temple and 
renamed the area Palestine, after the ancient enemy, the Phi-
listines. Palestine became the standard name, used for almost 
two millennia. 

The Jewish community never completely disappeared 
from the area, Brodsky said. The prophets, like Ezekiel, said 
God would take the people from the nations, gather them 
and make them one nation. “Jewish liturgy ensured that this 
vision would be remembered.” 

The anthem for the morning, “R’tzei,” is a prayer that is re-
peated three times a day by Jews. Brodsky said, “What began 
as prophecy became prayer. It asks God to accept our prayers 
and to restore worship. It concludes, ‘may our eyes behold 
your return to Zion in mercy.’ The language echoes the vision 
that Jerusalem and its temple would one day be restored.”

These visions by the prophets, whether taken literally, his-
torically or in a messianic context, predate modern Zionism. 
The ancient longing for Jerusalem remains part of Jewish 
ritual. The longing for Zion is not new.

What changed in the 19th century was the realization 

that the safety of the Jewish people was not guaranteed. The 
dream to exercise political sovereignty was given urgency by 
pogroms and the Holocaust, where one-third of the world 
Jewish population was murdered.

The survivors of the Holocaust, Brodsky said, knew that 
Jews could not survive without a homeland, and in 1948, the 
ancient longing came to fruition. She told the congregation 
that this island of safety came into being during an era where 
there were broad nationalistic desires. 

“Jews sought to restore self-government in their homeland. 
An ancient longing had been fulfilled. Almost half of all Jews 
live in Israel,” Brodsky said. “One of the oldest threads of con-
tinuity in Jewish ritual is at the end of the Seder when we say, 
‘Next year in Jerusalem.’”

For millennia, Jerusalem was a spiritual destination. 
The Jewish people endured during the diaspora through 
memory and ritual. “Israel remains central to Jewish 
life. You can’t separate Judaism from Zionism. This is an 
important step for understanding Judaism and the Jewish 
people,” Brodsky concluded. 

Robert Wilson-Black, director of the Department of Reli-
gion, presided. Arlene Hoffman, who oversees programming at 
the Everett Jewish Life Center, read the scripture. The prelude 
was Aeolian Sonata “Shalom” by Dan Locklair, played on the 
Massey Memorial Organ by Interim Director of Sacred Music 
Sonya Subbayya Sutton. For the anthem, the Motet Choir sang 
“R’tzei” by Stephen Richards. The choir sang in Hebrew under 
the direction of Sutton and accompanied by organ scholar 
Owen Reyda on the Massey Organ. Cantor Olivia Brodsky 
served as soloist. For the postlude, Reyda played “Toccata from 
Symphony No. 5,” by Charles-Marie Widor on the Massey 
Organ. Support for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is 
provided by The J. Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincy and The 
Randell-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy. 
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Baptist House
Visio Divina, Latin for “di-
vine seeing,” is a method of 
meditation, reflection and 
prayer through a process of 
intentional seeing. Visio Div-
ina extends the sixth cen-
tury Benedictine practice of 
Lectio Divina by use of visual 
imagery. Join us at the Baptist 
House at 7 p.m. to contem-
plate a piece of contemporary 
visual art using this struc-
tured process, led by the Rev. 
Laura Harris-Adam, chaplain.

Blessing and Healing Daily 
Service
The service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 a.m. 
to 10:40 a.m. weekdays in 
the UCC Randell Chapel, lo-
cated on Odland Plaza. All 
are welcome.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Join us for Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
Monday–Friday at Hurl-
but Church (NEW worship 
site and time). Our twice-a-
week seminar series is held 
from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. at the 
Methodist House Chapel. On 
Thursday, the Rev. Kevin Na-
dolski, OSFS, presents “Good 
Samaritanism: The Politics 
and Economics of Christian-
ity.” On Friday, Ziad Al Achkar, 
Ph.D., Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, will speak on “Faith in 
Action: Responding to Glob-
al Humanitarian Needs with 
Compassion and Innovation.” 
All are welcome.

Chabad Jewish House
Chabad invites all Chautau-
quans to the following pro-

grams. From 8:30 to 10:15 
a.m. Thursday, Tisha B’Av 
service, Torah Reading and 
Lamentations will take place 
at the Zigdon Chabad Jew-
ish House (23 Vincent on the 
Brick Walk). 

From 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Fri-
day, Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
teaches “Jewish Mysticism & 
Philosophy,” exploring Jew-
ish thought on G-d, the soul, 
free will and creation, at Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House.

The Miriam Gurary Chal-
lah Baking Series takes 
place from 12:15 to 1 p.m. 
at Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House; participants make 
and braid challah while 
discovering the meaning 
and significance of Shabbat 
foods and rituals.

Chabad invites all Chau-
tauquans to a Communi-
ty Shabbat Dinner at 6:30 
p.m. at Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House, with a tra-
ditional kosher Shab-
bat dinner, stories, To-
rah thoughts and Shabbat 
songs. RSVP is required at  
cocweb.org/shabbat-dinners.

Chabad’s Kosher food 
tent/trailer is available at the 
following times and locations:

From 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday at 
Bestor Plaza

From 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 
p.m. Friday at Bestor Plaza

For dinner service and 
specialized dining needs, in-
dividuals are encouraged to 
pre-order from a full lunch 
and dinner menu by visiting 
cocweb.org.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart
Bhante Chipamong Chow-
dhury will lead Therava-
da Buddhism/mindfulness 
meditation sessions from 

7:45 to 8:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday in the low-
er-level chapel of the Pres-
byterian House. 

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. weekdays around 
the Peace Pole in the Hall 
of Missions Grove. The all-
faith prayer is led by a dif-
ferent denomination each 
week, and prayer handouts 
are distributed daily. All  
are welcome.

Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 as a place 
of quiet study and prayer. 
You may study this week’s 
Bible lesson “Truth,” read 
Christian Science period-
icals, including The Chris-
tian Science Monitor, and 
use our computer-based 
church resources.

Hebrew Congregation
From 5 to 6 p.m. Friday, 
“Kabbalat Shabbat: Wel-
coming the Shabbat” ser-
vice will be held at Miller 
Park. If there is rain, the 
service will take place at 

Smith Wilkes Hall. If the 
weather is questionable, 
call 716-742-2228 for infor-
mation on service location. 
Cantors Jodi Sufrin and  
Roy Einhorn will lead ser-
vices. Sufrin and Einhorn 
were ordained in 1983, the 
first cantorial couple to 
graduate together from 
Hebrew Union College, 
Jewish Institute of Religion 
in New York. Sufrin is Can-
tor Emerita of Temple Beth 
Elohim in Wellesley, Mas-
sachusetts. Cantor Einhorn 
is Cantor Emeritus of Tem-
ple Israel in Boston.

From 6 to 7:15 p.m. Friday, 
Shabbat’zza — a post-ser-
vice pizza picnic — will be 
held rain or shine at the 
same location as the Kabba-
lat Shabbat service. We sup-
ply pizza! Bring your own 
beverage and a side dish or 
dessert to share.

From 9:30 to 10:25 a.m. 
Saturday, “Today’s To-
rah for Today’s Times” 
(Torah study), led by Su-
frin and Einhorn, will take 
place in the lower level of  
Hurlbut Church.

From 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. 
Saturday, Sufrin and Ein-
horn will lead Shabbat 
morning services in Hurl-
but Church sanctuary. Kid-
dush luncheon to follow.

Hurlbut Meal Ministry
Hurlbut Church will be serv-
ing lunch from 11:45 a.m. to 
1:15 p.m. Monday through 
Friday in Truesdale Hall. 
From 5 to 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
days, Turkey Dinner will be 
held in Truesdale Hall. Cash 
and card accepted; proceeds 
go toward our local and glob-
al ministry partners, includ-
ing the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. See our 
website for menu options.

Labyrinth 
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends.  
Enter through Turner Com-
munity Center or the Turner 
Gate. The Labyrinth is on the 
right under the trees. Re-
member your gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Aaron Baughman 
presides at 7 p.m. Vespers to-
day at the Lutheran House. 
The Lutheran House hosts 
Chautauqua Dialogues at 
12:30 p.m. Friday. We are lo-
cated on the Brick Walk at the 
corner of Peck Avenue.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are in-
vited for coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate and lemonade in 
between morning worship 
and the 10:45 a.m. lecture 
each weekday morning on 
the porch.

The Rev. David Bush pres-
ents “Understanding in the 
Length of Days: Transcen-
dence and the Extra Years 
of Life” at Vespers from 7 to 
7:45 p.m. in the Presbyterian 
House Chapel.

Quaker House
At 12:30 Friday, all are invited 
to learn about Quaker Volun-
tary Service from Jonny Co-
steelo and Clara Fuehler with 
Liz Nicholson, Friend of the 
Week (Chaplain). Bring your 
own lunch, at the Quaker 
House (28 Ames).

United Church of Christ
Chautauqua UCC Society 
hosts the group Chautau-
quans Seeking Justice for 
Palestinians and Israelis as 
they show the Oscar-win-
ning 90 minute documen-
tary film “No Other Land” 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

United Methodist House
Join us at 3:30 p.m. Friday 
at the UM House for the 
presentation “Do Palestin-
ians Exist?” by Dr. Houssam 
Abdul Al. Houssam Abdul 
Al was born in Damascus 
in 1965 to a successful at-
torney who was displaced 
from Palestine in 1948. In 
1989, the values of resil-
ience, discipline and perse-
verance instilled by his fa-
ther’s story led Houssam to 
immigrate to the U.S., train 
in internal medicine, and 
build his career in Penn-
sylvania — all while main-
taining a deep connec-
tion to Palestinian history  
and identity.

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
a Sunday Celebration ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. in the Hall 
of Missions. For details, visit 
unitychq.org.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

Brodsky explains Biblical roots of Zionism,  Jewish identity

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Cantor Olivia Brodsky preaches during Morning Worship Sunday in the Amphitheater. 
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR SALE
E-BIKE/TRIKE:  Raleigh Currie 
Cruiser step-thru frame, rear 
cargo basket, DUAL BATTERY 
SYSTEM.   Avoid new tar i ff 
hikes.   $1450 OBO Call/text 
727-512-3890.  Mary Khosh

The Boyle Family Lec-
tureship Fund generously 
supports today’s 10:45 a.m. 
lecture in the Amphithe-
ater featuring Katharine K. 
Wilkinson. 

The Boyle Family Lecture-
ship Fund was established 
through the generosity of Ed-
ward and Helen Boyle, whose 
lives reflected both profes-
sional accomplishment and 

a deep commitment to civic 
and cultural engagement. 

For many years, the Boyles 
were devoted and active 
members of the Chautauqua 
Institution community. Mr. 
Boyle served on the Chau-
tauqua Institution Board of 
Trustees from 1976 to 1984 
and continued his service as 
a director of the Chautauqua 
Foundation from 1984 to 1994. 

Mrs. Boyle’s contributions 
were equally meaningful and 
far-reaching. She was actively 
involved in the Opera Guild 
Board, the Bird, Tree & Gar-
den Club and the Chautauqua 
Society for Peace. In addition, 
her generosity made possible 
the Abrahamic Community 
Program, reflecting her ded-
ication to fostering dialogue, 
understanding and commu-

nity. Today, the Boyle fami-
ly’s legacy continues through 
their children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 
all of whom carry forward a 
deep connection to and ap-
preciation for Chautauqua. 
Their ongoing engagement is 
a testament to the enduring 
spirit of generosity and com-
mitment established by Ed-
ward and Helen Boyle. 

The Geller Family Fund for 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra and The Ger-
trude Aldredge Shelburne 
Fund generously support 
tonight’s CSO performance.
Established in 2023 by Marc 
Geller, the Geller Fami-
ly Fund honors the fam-
ily’s 60-year connection 
to Chautauqua and the 
central role of the Sym-
phony Orchestra in their 
summer traditions across  
four generations.

Founded in 1993, The 
Gertrude Aldredge Shel-
burne Fund honors one of 
Chautauqua’s most devoted 
supporters. The Aldredge 
and Munger families first 
came to Chautauqua in 1901, 
starting a legacy that spans 
generations. Gertrude was 
baptized by Bishop John 

H. Vincent, a Chautauqua 
founder, and her father was 
the first president of the 
Chautauqua Golf Club.

A Wellesley College grad-
uate, Gertrude Shelburne 
was a leader in civic, edu-
cational and cultural life at 
Chautauqua and in Dallas, 
Texas. She served as a trust-
ee from 1974 to 1982 and was 
a dedicated Symphony Pa-
tron and advocate for artis-
tic excellence. Her commit-
ment to Chautauqua’s arts 
mission lives on through the  
Shelburne Fund.

Generations of leader-
ship and devotion to the 
arts ensure Gertrude Shel-
burne’s legacy remains 
woven into Chautauqua’s  
cultural history.

The 2 p.m. Interfaith Lec-
ture today with Leah Nao-
mi Green in the Hall of 
Philosophy is generously 
supported by The David and 
Joan Lincoln Family Fund 
for Applied Ethics and The 
Margaret Miller Newman  
Lectureship Fund. 

Throughout his life, David 
Lincoln supported Chautau-
qua in many ways. He donat-
ed to the Chautauqua Fund, 
contributed to endowments 
including the Lincoln Dor-
mitory and established 
the Lincoln Applied Ethics 
Series in 1997. Before his 
passing, he created a $1 mil-
lion endowment to sustain  
the program.

Established in 1982, the 
Margaret Miller Newman 
Lectureship Fund reflects her 
dedication to Chautauqua, 
sustaining its tradition of re-
ligious dialogue and learning.

Margaret Miller Newman, 
granddaughter of Chautau-
qua co-founder Lewis Miller, 
was dedicated to preserving 
Chautauqua’s history and 
community. She served as 
historian of Smith Memori-
al Library and led historical 
organizations in Chautauqua 
and western New York.

Her lectureship contin-
ues her impact on educa-
tion, history and Chautau-
qua’s mission.

FOR RENT
Newly  renova ted  home 2 
blocks to the Amphitheater and 
Hall of Philosophy. Available to 
rent last three weeks of 2026 
season and ALL of 2027 sea-
son. Four Bedrooms, King size 
bed, Three Bathrooms w Walk 
i n  S h o w e r s ,  C o m p l e t e l y 
Remodeled Kitchen, Spacious 
Porch, ON SITE PARKING, 
O u t d o o r  D i n i n g  a r e a , 
Flatscreen TVs, washer and 
dryer,   zero gravity recliner, 
MUST SEE.  Ca l l  Marc  or 
Paulina 954-520-8264.

Chautauqua Institution 
Corporation Meeting Set For 

August 8, 2026
The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua 

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 8, 2026, beginning at 12:00 
p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, 
New York. At that time, the Corporation will review the Institution’s 
financial statements and elect an individual to serve as a Class B 
Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant to the Institution’s by-laws. 
Chautauqua Institution’s audited financial statements may be found at 
https://chq.org/about/board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations
Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for 

election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee must 
be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be identified 
in writing to the Secretary of       Chautauqua Institution not more 
than thirty (30) (July 8, 2026) and not less than fifteen (15) (July 24, 
2026) days in advance of the scheduled date (i.e., the annual meeting 
of the Members of the Corporation) for their election to provide the 
Secretary with sufficient time to ensure that each such nominee 
is eligible for election as a Class B Trustee under Section 5 of the 
Charter, to ensure the compliance by the nominee(s), prior to election, 
with the requirements of the Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy 
as required by New York State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and 
to make adequate arrangements for the time-consuming logistics 
associated with presentation of multiple nominees for the position 
of Class B Trustee at the annual meeting of the Members of the 
Corporation. To be placed on the ballot for election, each nominee 
for the position of Class B Trustee must submit to the Corporate 
Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the third (3rd) business day 
after a request by the Corporate Secretary, any and all documents and 
related information reasonably requested by the Corporate Secretary 
to verify the nominee’s eligibility as a Class B Trustee. For purposes of 
the election of any Class B Trustee, the Members of the Corporation 
entitled to vote at any annual meeting (and their voting designees or 
holders of proxies) shall be as reflected on the books and records of 
the Chautauqua Institution on and as of a record date that is fifteen 
(15) (July 24, 2026) days prior to the date of the annual meeting of the 
Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other 
members. Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should request 
a Nomination Form by contacting the Secretary at aschuettler@chq.
org or 716-357-6222.

Voter Designations
Members who are not the sole individual owner of their property 

and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class B Trustee at the 
Saturday, August 8, 2026, Annual Corporation meeting must assign 
and complete the voter designation form, which must be received and 
filed with the secretary of the Corporation no later than 15 days (July 
24, 2026) prior to the Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting
If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact 

the Corporate Secretary, Angela Schuettler, at aschuettler@chq.
org. Voters wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than 
July 24, 2026.

Note
All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be 

issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the 
Corporate Secretary, Angela Schuettler, at aschuettler@chq.org. 

Published in the Chautauquan Daily, July 9, 10, 11 & 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18 & 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25, 2026. Posted on chq.org Board 
of Trustees webpage as of July 8, 2026.

Boyle Fund supports Wilkinson climate discussion

The Agnes H. and Hal A. 
Fausnaugh Fund for The-
ater Programming, The 
Helen Moe Fund for The-
ater and The Arnold and Jill 
Bellowe Fund for Theater 
proudly support today’s 
performance in Bratton 
Theater featuring Best for 
Baby by Sharyn Rothstein, 

directed by Oliver Butler. 
The Agnes H. and Hal A. 

Fausnaugh Fund for The-
ater Programming was es-
tablished in the Chautau-
qua Foundation by Agnes 
H. and Hal A. Fausnaugh 
of Rocky River, Ohio. In 
honor of the Fausnaughs’ 
50th wedding anniversa-

ry, members of Friends of 
Chautauqua Theater creat-
ed this fund to which Aggie 
and Hal also contributed. 

The Helen Moe Fund for 
Theater was established to 
provide vital financial sup-
port for Chautauqua The-
ater Company and its pro-
gramming, honoring Helen 
Moe’s enduring legacy. 

The Arnold and Jill Bel-
lowe Fund for Theater, es-
tablished in 1998, also pro-
vides support for today’s 

performance. Arnie and Jill 
Bellowe have maintained a 
residence at Chautauqua 
Shores since 1972 and have 
demonstrated a deep, mul-
tigenerational commitment 
to the Institution. 

Through the generosity 
of these funds and fami-
lies, Chautauqua’s theater 
programming continues to 
flourish, bringing dynamic 
performances and mean-
ingful storytelling to audi-
ences each season.

Fausnaugh, Moe, Bellowe Funds support CTC’s ‘Best for Baby’

Lincoln and Newman Funds 
support Green ILS discussion

Geller and Shelburne Funds 
support CSO performance

The J. Everett Hall Memori-
al Chaplaincy and The Ran-
dell-Hall Memorial Chap-
laincy generously support 
this week’s Cantor Oliv-
ia Brodsky at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Amphitheater. Cantor 
Brodsky serves as cantor 
and co-clergy of East End 
Temple in Manhattan and 

is dedicated to preserving 
Jewish culture and tradition 
while making it evermore 
applicable to daily life and 
accessible for people of all 
generations.

The Randell-Hall Memo-
rial Chaplaincy, created in 
1963 by Mrs. E. Snell Hall 
of Jamestown, honors two 

distinguished individuals 
whose lives were closely in-
tertwined with both James-
town and Chautauqua: the 
Rev. Alfred E. Randell and E. 
Snell Hall. This tribute re-
flects not only their lasting 
contributions but also Mrs. 
Hall’s deep commitment to 
preserving their impact by 

continuing to support Chau-
tauqua’s religious mission.

Together, these chap-
laincies represent a leg-
acy of generosity and 
devotion. The families’ en-
during support continues 
to nurture Chautauqua’s 
traditions of worship and  
spiritual reflection.

Hall, Randell-Hall Memorial Chaplancies support Brodsky
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Saucy, smorgasbord, folksy 
and epic — each adjective 
belongs to one of four stu-
dio artists describing their 
unique repertoire as part of 
Chautauqua Opera Compa-
ny’s “An Afternoon of Song” 
at 3:15 p.m. today in Fletch-
er Music Hall. Brought to 
life in the light of pianist 
and singer collaboration, 
the program offers selec-
tions from classic to con-
temporary, bookended 
with six time-honored art 
songs: Johannes Brahms’ 
Liebeslieder Waltzes. 

“They’re fantastic. 
There’s just a little bit of 
Hungarian drive in them, 
and some of it sounds like 
Johann Strauss and some 
of it sounds like an art 
song,” Carol Rausch, Com-
pany music administrator, 
chorus master and pianist 
said. “They’re really var-
ied … and they’re for piano  
four hands.”

Of the five Company pi-
anists performing for the 
art song recital — Miriam 
Charney, Rick Hoffenberg, 
Nathaniel LaNasa, Allison 
Voth and Rausch — four 
will play the highly coveted 
duets in accordance with 
singers Lindsey Weissman, 
Jared Peterson, Gabriel 
Chona Rueda and Sydney 
Dardis; mezzo-soprano, 
bass, tenor and soprano,  
respectively.

“I’m finding a lot of free-
dom walking into the room 
with Carol and working 
on these Brahms songs 
and just absolutely collab-
orating together and not 
saying, ‘Oh, I had all these 
plans in my head and what 
I wanted to do,’ but actually 
just listening to what she’s 
playing, and reacting,” said 
Weissman, referencing her 
decision to tackle entirely 
new repertoire for the re-
cital. “We’re finding more 
and more ideas together. 
It’s a really fulfilling re-
hearsal period.”

In both discovering and 
revisiting repertoire for 
singers, Hoffenberg em-
phasized the fulfillment he 
feels when he finds what 
works best for each art-
ist. For his collaboration 
with Peterson, whom he 
deems as having a “wide 
enough range and solid 
upper range that he can 
sing songs that might have 
been written for a slightly 
different voice category,” 
navigating elements such 
as transposition are com-
mon components of the re-
hearsal process.

“Ultimately [we] decided 
to do them in Vaughn Wil-
liams’ original keys; [Peter-
son] does them well, and 
we’ve been figuring out the 
approach that works best 
for him,” Hoffenberg said 
in reference to Peterson’s 
choices from Williams’ 
song cycle, Songs of Travel.

For Peterson, the art of 
performance is highly vi-
sual, imaginative and re-
quires complete immersion 
in the story he shares with 
an audience.

“I imagine everything in 
front of me that is happen-
ing, and I can pretty much 
picture the scene,” Peterson 
explained. “Even if I’m in an 
audition setting or a recital 
setting, I am in the scene, 
and I can see the scene in 
front of me and I’m inter-
acting with things.”

Chona Rueda shares the 
same passion for associa-
tive imagery in his art, spe-
cifically relating to one of 
his chosen pieces, “The Red 
Vineyard” from the song cy-
cle Dear Theo, composed by 
Ben Moore. 

“[Van Gogh’s] brother, 
Theo, was his main benefac-
tor and supporter … in the 
scene where he describes all 
of the colors and all of the 
hues he uses in his imagi-
nation to describe it to his 
brother, it’s really profound 
to me as an artist having to 
prove our work — that we are 
working, that we are produc-
ing,” Chona Rueda said. 

Chonda Rueda empha-
sized the endeavor of trans-
lation spans not only artis-
tic imagery but language as 
well, highlighting the clas-
sical Colombian art song 

“Algún día” written by Dora 
Castellanos. With the title 
translating to “someday” 
or “one day,” Chonda Rueda 
revealed the unctuous ten-
dency of the Spanish lan-

guage and how it can dras-
tically impact the meaning 
of a song for each individual. 

“The beauty of this is … I 
don’t think there’s a right way 
or a wrong way,” Rausch said, 

reflecting on the preparation 
at large. “We’ve given each 
other permission — ‘Could I 
take this liberty? Why not? 
I’m taking this liberty.’ It’s just  
so rewarding.”

wasted 
our era of 

disposability

A 4-part series featuring 

Pardes Institute faculty

Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies
 Everett Jewish Life Center | Chautauqua Institution

july 19 - 23 | 12:30–1:30 pm

What does it mean to live in an age of disposability?

Through four dynamic sessions, Pardes faculty bring 
classical Jewish texts into conversation with one of the 

What should never be treated as disposable?

PARDES.ORG.IL

The Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies is a 
vibrant center of Jewish learning based in 
Jerusalem, bringing together students and 
educators from across the Jewish world for deep, 
open, and text-centered learning.
Made possible through the generous support of the Lippman-
Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah and an anonymous donor.

Sunday 
July 19 
Water, Torah,  
& Friendship

 
Epstein

Monday 
July 20
Property, 
Responsibility,  
& Sharing
Rabbi Will 
Friedman

Wednesday 
July 22 
Waste Not 
Rabbi Sara 
Rich

Thursday 
July 23 
Tisha b’Av 
Nothing Is  
Wasted  
Rabbi Leon  
A. Morris

Opera Company to perform final ‘Afternoon of Song’

GABRIEL MILBY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
From top left, Chautauqua Opera Company Young Artists Lindsey Weissman, mezzo-soprano, Jared Peterson, bass, Gabriel Chona 
Rueda, tenor, and Sydney Dardis, soprano, rehearse Monday for the Afternoon of Song performance today in Fletcher Music Hall.

SHARE  YOUR  FEEDBACK  ON 
THE  CHAUTAUQUAN  DAILY

Scan the QR code on the 
right and let us know how The 
Chautauquan Daily is doing! Your 
input will help inform decisions 
made for the 2027 Chautauqua 
Summer Season and beyond.

I’m finding a lot of 
freedom walking into 
the room with Carol 
and working on these 
Brahms songs and just 
absolutely collaborating 
together and not saying, 
‘Oh, I had all these plans 
in my head and what 
I wanted to do,’ but 
actually just listening to 
what she’s playing,  
and reacting.”

—LINDSEY WEISSMAN
Young Artist, 

 Chautauqua Opera Company
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P R O G R A M

Th
THURSDAY

JULY 23

LIBRARY DAY

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:30	 Forest Bathing. Kate Mayberry. Inter-
section of Massey and Hawthorne

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Bhante Chi-
pamong Chowdhury, Theravada 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Medita-
tion. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:00	 Mid-Week Meeting for Worship 
(Quaker). Burgeson Nature 
Classroom

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary. 21 Scott

8:30	 (8:30–10:30) Library Day 
celebration. Join the Friends of 
Smith Memorial Library! Smith 
Memorial Library

8:30	 (8:30–10:15) “Tisha B’Av – Morning 
Services & Lamentations.” Rabbi Zal-
man Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. 23 Vincent. Fast ends 9:19 p.m.

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Cantor 
Olivia Brodsky. Hall of Philosophy 
and online

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:15	 Coffee/Tea on the Porch. UM House 
Porch

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. (Pro-
grammed by Smith Memorial 
Library). Rain location in library. 
Bestor Plaza

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Katharine K. Wilkinson. Amphi-
theater and online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center

12:00	 Locals at the Library. Meet Friends 
of Chautauqua Writers Center au-
thors: Martha J. Rogus, Joan Wahl & 
Jason Bussman

12:00	 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs). Bottle 
Print Flowers. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 CTC Theater Chat: ERASERS: A 
Bloodthirsty Comedy. (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Theater Company). 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 Book Discussion: Welling Hall pres-
ents: Counting the Cost: A Summer 
at Chautauqua by Cornelia A Teal. 
Porch of Alumni Hall. 50 Wythe

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Everett 
Jewish Life Center. 36 Massey

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Bhante Chi-
pamong Chowdhury, Theravada 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Medita-
tion. Hall of Missions

12:30	 What’s In Our Waters? A Workshop 
on Microplastics. Sherri Mason and 
Rachael Zoe Miller. Heinz Beach

12:30	 BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s Perspective on 
the Theme of the Week. Liz Nicholson, 
Friend of the Week (Chaplain) with 
Jonny Costello and Clara Fuehler, 
Young Friends of the Week. Quaker 
House. 28 Ames

12:45	 (12:45–4) Duplicate Bridge ABCL 
Sanctioned. Fee. Sports Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. Free tips 
1–1:15. Stay and play for $12. Bowl-
ing Green

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Leah Naomi Green. Hall of Philoso-
phy and online

2:00	 Regional Summer School of Excel-
lence trash art project. Heinz Beach

2:00	 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee. 
Bratton Theater

3:15	 OPERA. An Afternoon of Song. 
Fletcher Music Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Baptist 
House. 35 Clark

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). United 
Methodist House

3:30	 Creating an Inclusive Chautauqua 
& Beyond. Registration at chq.org/
ally. Alumni Hall Prose Room

3:30	 Islam 101. “Shariah.” Khalid and Sa-
beeha Rehman. Hall of Christ Sanctuary

3:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Power 
Ballad.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

4:00	 Piano Faculty Masterclass: Charis 
Dimaras. Sherwood-Marsh

4:00	 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth and Family Programs). Juggling 
w/ Zach Fish. Heinz Beach

4:15	 Kids’ pick up wiffleball game, ages 
5–13. Extra gloves available. Sharpe 
Field

4:15	 Purple Martin Talk. Jack Gulvin, nat-
uralist. Sports Club by Purple Martin 
Houses

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mary 
Oliver: Saved By The Beauty Of The 
World.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:00	 Live music. Sarah James, musician. 3 
Taps

6:15	 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. Fletcher 
Music Hall

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Disciples of 
Christ House
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6:00	 (6–7) Sunrise Paddle - Kayak/SUP. 
Fee. Sign up in advance at 716-
357-6281. Sports Club Waterfront

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Bhante 
Chipamong Chowdhury, Theravada 
Buddhism/Mindfulness Meditation. 
Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary. 21 Scott

8:30	 Movement and Meditation 
with Monte Thompson. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. Jack Gulvin, 
naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall lake-
side patio 

9:15	 ECUMENICAL COMMUNION 
SERVICE. The Rev. Katie 
Campbell-Morrison, homilist. Hall 
of Philosophy

9:15	 (9:15–10:15) Jewish Discussions. 
“Jewish Mysticism & Philosophy.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House. 23 Vincent

10:00	Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:15	 Coffee/Tea on the UM House Porch

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Rainn Wilson. Amphitheater and 
online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center

11:30	 (11:30–1:30) Chabad Kosher Tent. 
Bestor Plaza

12:00	OPERA. Chautauqua Opera 
Guild: Annual Meeting & Picnic. 
Norton Hall

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. Behind the 
Colonnade

12:15	 Community Reading. Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Marion Lawrance Room

12:15	 “Challah Baking – Miriam Gurary 
Challah Baking Series.” Rabbi 
Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House. 23 Vincent

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). 
Lutheran House

12:30	 Quaker Voluntary Service. Jonny 
Costeelo and Clara Fuehler with 
Liz Nicholson, Friend of the Week 
(Chaplain). Quaker House. 28 Ames

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Visitor introduction at 
12:30 p.m. service at 1:05 p.m. 
Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Miami of Ohio Program — An-
drew Busch. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. “Faith in Action: 
Responding to Global Humanitar-
ian Needs with Compassion and 
Innovation.” Ziad Al Achkar, PhD., 
UM House Chapel. 14 Pratt

1:00	 Archives Tent Talk with Jon 
Schmitz. Oliver Archives Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. Free tips 
1–1:15. Stay and play for $12. 
Bowling Green

1:15	 Docent Tours of Alumni and 
Pioneer Halls. 50 Wythe

2:00	 THEATER. FutureNow New Play 
Lab 2: ERASERS: A Bloodthirsty 
Comedy. Fee. Roe Green Theater 
Center

2:00	 The 2026 Chautauqua Prize 
Presentation of Flashlight by 
Susan Choi. Hall of Philosophy.

2:30	 “Do Palestinians Exist?” Hussam 
Abdul. UM House Chapel

3:30	 School of Music: Violin 
Masterclass with Ilya Kaler. 
Fletcher Music Hall

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
gramed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Christian 
Science House. 10 Center

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
gramed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Episcopal 
Cottage

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
gramed by the Department of Re-
ligion and IDEA Office). Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship

3:30	 Islam 101. “Islam in America.” 
Khalid and Sabeeha Rehman. Hall 
of Christ Sanctuary

3:30	 Masters Series Masterclass: A 
Dialogue with Rainn Wilson. Fee. 
Norton Hall

4:00	 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee. 
Bratton Theater

5:00	 (5–6) Hebrew Congregation 
“Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcoming 
the Shabbat” service. Led by 
Cantor Jodi Sufrin and Cantor Roy 
Einhorn. Miller Park (rain location 
Smith Wilkes Hall). If the weather 
is questionable, call 716-742-2228 
for information on service location

5:00	 (5–8) Men’s Softball League. 
Sharpe Field

5:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Arco.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:00	 (6–7:15) Hebrew Congregation 
Shabbat’zza. Post-service pizza 
picnic. Miller Park (rain location 
Smith Wilkes Hall). We supply piz-
za! Bring your own beverage and 
a side dish or dessert to share

6:15	 Chautauqua Choir Rehearsal. 
Fletcher Music Hall

6:30	 “Community Shabbat Dinner.” RSVP 
required. Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. 23 Vincent

7:30	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Alison Krauss & Union Station 
featuring Jerry Douglas with 
special guest Theo Lawrence. 
Amphitheater

8:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “One 
Battle After Another.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

9:15	 Popcorn on the Porch (post-Amp 
program) UM House porch

10:00	 THEATER. Conservatory Improv 
Night! Fee. Roe Green Theater 
Center

Apartments, Standard Rooms, 
and Efficiencies Available 

Cell 954-901-8241  
Business 716-357-3325

for Dining or Lodging Reservations

Hotel & Restaurant 
16 Morris Avenue

Where Culinary Art  
is Expressed Amid a  
Cordial Atmosphere

Chautauqua Institution,  
in the heart of Bestor Plaza 

Breakfast: 7:45-9:30 am  
7 days/week 

Buffet: 12-2 pm on Sundays 
Dinner (Buffet or Menu):  
5-7:15 pm 7 days/week 

Enrich your  
Chautauqua Experience

Your Voice Matters

chq.org/dialogue

Listen 
Share your perspective
Learn from each other 

Bridge differences  
with understanding  

and build community

6:30	 Pre-Concert Lecture with David 
Levy. Hultquist 101

6:30	 (6:30–8) Join Chautauquans Seek-
ing Healing for Palestinians and 
Israelis as we view the 90 minute 
Oscar-winning documentary “No 
Other Land.” UCC Randell Chapel

7:00	 Vespers. Presbyterian House Chapel

7:00	 Vespers. Lutheran House. 25 Peck 
on the Brick Walk

7:00	 Pastor in the Parlor Program “A 
Visit with Peter Storey: Minister to 
a Nation Torn Apart.” The Dr. Rev. 
Yoost. UM House Chapel

7:00	 Visio Devina. Led by the Rev. Laura 
Harris-Adams, chaplain. Baptist 
House. 35 Clark

7:30	 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee. 
Bratton Theater

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Chau-
tauqua Symphony Orchestra. Hov-
haness and Shostakovich. Rossen 
Milanov, conductor. Amphitheater

• Alan Hovhaness Symphony No. 2 
“Mysterious Mountain”

• Dmitri Shostakovich	
Symphony No. 12 “The Year 1917”

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Power 
Ballad.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

7540 N. Gale St., Westfield

July 24, 25 & 26  
Friday and Saturday 9-4 

Sunday 9-1

Stop by for great bargains, a 
chance to win themed raffle 
baskets, and most of all to help 
support our dogs!

NCCR is in the process of fund raising for a new 
shelter to be built next to our current building. Ask 
how you can contribute. All funds raised will help 
that goal!

150 YEARS OF 
THE DAILY
The 2026 Summer 
Season marks the The 
Chautauquan Daily‘s 150th 
year of providing accurate, 
timely and high-quality 
news coverage to the 
Chautauqua Institution 
community. 

THE 
CHQ 
DAILY
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