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Krauss & Union Statlon o1>r|
bluegrass sound to Amp ekt
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JULIA WEBER
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Brad Paisley, Phish, Gillian Welch, El-

vis Costello, Def Leppard, Dolly Par-
ton, Sting, Emmylou Harris, Robert
§ Plant, Taylor Swift — relatively few art-
ists boast a list of creative collaborations
as robust and far-reaching as bluegrass
icon Alison Krauss.

At 7:30 p.m. tonight, Alison Krauss &
Union Station, featuring Jerry Douglas,
4 will bring their signature bluegrass sound
to the Amp stage alongside special guest
& Theo Lawrence.

y At 5 years old, Krauss started taking
& violin lessons but quickly pivoted toward
country and bluegrass music; by 8, she
was performing in talent contests in and
around her hometown of Champaign, Illi-
| nois. At 12, Krauss was already performing 3
4 with a band, was signed to a record label ; 5% I 3 i 7

by 14 and had released her debut album ' ; _L

@ Too Late to Cry by 16. : ' 5 s> e

See KRAUSS, Page 4
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15th Chautaugua
Prize winner Choi to
present ‘Flashlight’

NORA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

his year marks Chautauqua Institu-

tion’s 15th annual celebration of the

Chautauqua Prize — an award ded-
icated to celebrating literary and nar-
rative nonfiction, fiction or book-length
poetry collections that provide “a richly re-
warding reading experience” and honor the
authors for “a significant contribution to
the literary arts.”

Today, author Susan Choi returns to Chau-
tauqua to accept the 2026 Prize for her histor-
ical fiction novel Flashlight.

In addition to a $7,500 monetary prize, Choi
will receive a handcrafted ceramic prize and
will read from Flashlight at 2 p.m. today in the
Hall of Philosophy, followed by a reception at
5:30 p.m. in the Athenaeum Hotel Parlor.

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
The 2026 Chautauqua Prize, created by Chautauqua School of Art Visiting Artist Rick Sullivan, will be
presented to author Susan Choi for her novel “Flashlight.”

See FLASHLIGHT, Page 4
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10 YEARS OF
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Rehmans teach with a personal
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Muslim traditions.
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Author Wilkinson provides advice
for staying oriented, navigating
through climate crises with
community effort.
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WILSON

Wilson to
discuss ties
between
climate and
spirituality

LAYLA VINSON
STAFF WRITER

Rainnfall Heatwave Ex-
treme Winter Wilson —
more frequently recog-
nized as Emmy-nominated
actor, author and activist
Rainn Wilson — will share
his insights with Chautau-
qua Institution at 10:45 a.m.
today in the Amphitheater.
Adopting the comedical-
ly lengthy pseudonym on
social media accounts to
raise awareness about cli-
mate change, Wilson en-
gages ordinary people with
humor to tackle grave envi-
ronmental concerns.

“What happens in the
Arctic doesn't stay in the
Arctic. As the polar caps
melt, it drives up risks
throughout the world, in-
cluding extreme weather
events that affect all of us,”
Wilson said in an interview
with E! News, discussing
the viral climate awareness
campaign. “... I am an Arctic
risk name changer, which is
going to be a game changer.”

After producing the on-
line travel series “An Idiot’s
Guide to Climate Change”
as a part of his digital me-
dia and entertainment com-
pany SoulPancake, Wilson
joined the advisory board of
non-profit Arctic Basecamp
in 2019. Founded by Galil
Whiteman, professor of sus-
tainability at the University
of Exeter Business School,
the roster of research scien-
tists aims to “speak science
to power and to give power
to those scientists.”

See WILSON, Page 4
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COMMUNITY

The Bulletin Board is available to volunteer organizations who are at Chautauqua but are not one of the Insti-
tution’s official organizations and do not have access to the Institution’s usual promotional vehicles. Listing in

the community Bulletin Board is limited to event (speaker), date, time, location, sponsor and cost, if there is one.

The Bulletin Board will be published whenever there is a listing. The cost for each listing is $5, or three listings
for $10. Submissions to the Bulletin Board should go to the Daily Business Office in Logan Hall on Bestor Plaza.

BRIEFLY EVENT SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION
NEWS FROM THE GROUNDS E[jgﬁfbstinians Elr. Houssam Abdul Today 230 pm. UM House Chape

The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is
intended to provide space for announcements from
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to
Gracie Szablewski in the Daily’s editorial office. Please
provide the name of the organization, time and place of
meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.

Amphitheater water bottle guidelines

Personal water bottles of all types are welcome at all
events. On concessions nights, including Alison Krauss
& Union Station on July 24, bottles must be empty when
entering through the security perimeter, but may be re-
filled at water stations or with purchased water inside the
Amphitheater.

This requirement helps Chautauqua comply with New
York State Liquor Authority regulations and protect its
liquor license. Opaque bottles and bottles with large
openings may also be subject to additional screening
at any event. We understand that being asked to empty
your water bottle before entering the Amphitheater can
be inconvenient, and we appreciate your partnership as
we pilot this new offering at Chautauqua.

Busch to facilitate end-of-week discussion as part of
Miami partnership

At 12:30 p.m. Friday in Smith Wilkes Hall, Andrew Busch
will facilitate a post-lecture discussion to help attendees
unpack Week Four’s lectures and programs. Busch is di-
rector of Western Center for Social Impact and Innova-
tion at Miami University of Ohio and a 2026 Miami-Chau-

o A PAW-SOME RACE

Chautauqua Tennis Center will hold the Team Tennis
Tournament at 9 a.m. Saturday. Check in will be at 8:30
a.m. at the Pro Shop. To receive the team roster and

T-shirt, sign up at the Pro Shop or call 716-357-6276 to BOSCO Mlnl Marathon returns to Athenaeum
reserve your Spot. .
Hotel for its fifth annual small dog run

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Chautauqua Women’s Club news

The Flea Boutique will be open from noon to 2 p.m. to-
day behind the Colonnade. Members are invited to attend
a Member Social Hour from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Fridayat the

At top, small dogs race
CWC House. $20 entry fee.

to the finish line of the
Bosco Mini Marathon
Sunday on the lawn of

the Athenaeum Hotel. At
left, Racer No. 4, Cynthia,

receives pets From ayoung

Library news

The Smith Memorial Library basement book sale is on-
going: $1/book, $S6/bag, rare books priced as marked. All
proceeds benefit the library.

Chautauquan before
taking her position at the

Fine Arts and Fine Crafis

by 40 Regionally and e
Nationally Known Artists ==

Open Year Round falds ™\

Home of Audrey Kay Dowling's Clay, T g 1

Painting and Mixed Media Studios

Audrey's work... “rewards close repeated
looking that distinguishes art you truly
live with from art you merely own.”
~ Despina Turnberg. International Curator

8 miles from Chautauqua. Go out the
Main gate and turn right. We are on
the left halfway between Mayville

B oben o
l Ol t(l T and Westfield. 6439 Portage Road
B = 1 1 (Rte 394), Westfield, NY

starting line.

| Art Gallery Hours: Wed.-Sat. 11-3
. 716-326-4478
www.portagehillgallery.com akdowling80@gmail.com

CLIMATE
CHANGE
INITIATIVE

Donate Your
Unused Food

Reduce Landfill Waste
Help Families in Need

Unopened | SAM HUFFMZTI / STA.FF PHOTOGRAPHE
Non-perishable |

Does not need refrigeration

TRy

Summer Season Saturdays 9-11 AM ['_];u '

Turner Community Center

Outside Front Entrance
Year-round weekdays 9:00-5:00 Post Office lobby

SAM HUFFMA FF PHOTOGRAPHER
At top left, the Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton blesses all the racers
competing. Above, racer no. 21, Coco, scamps around the front lawn.
At left, Chautauquans stand for the Star Spangled Banner.
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Wilkinson provides advice for navigating climate crises

ARIANNA NEVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

With a rise of information
about climate change and
people seeing that the “places
we love are hurting,” Katha-
rine Wilkinson said it starts
to “feel personal” She said
“urgency and overwhelm
will keep us stuck.” Instead
of more information, she said
society needs orientation.

“To be so small in the face
of something so big is simply
disorienting,” Wilkinson said.
“We've been focused this
week on waste, disposability,
our climate and ecological
crises, but of course those are
entangled and run up against
the swift currents of political
change, authoritarianism, in-
equality, technological evolu-
tion that seems to be racing
forward by the day. It's no
wonder we have a sense that
the very ground beneath our
feetis not as steady as it might
have felt in decades past.”

At 10:45 a.m. Thursday in
the Amphitheater, Wilkinson
took the audience through
the practice of Climate Way-
finding and the best way to
answer the question, “What
can I do?” in the face of the
climate crisis.

Wilkinson is the author of
Climate Wayfinding, the an-
thology All We Can Save and
The New York Times best-
seller Drawdown. She also
co-founded and leads The
All We Can Save Project, a
climate leadership organiza-
tion, which includes All We

Can Save Circles and Climate
Wayfinding programs.

Wilkinson said the ques-
tion of what one can do is
heavy to think about in the
climate and environmental
movement, and the conven-
tional response of the move-
mentisto give peoplea “punch
list,” telling people to get an
electric car, asking them to
be educated about fast fash-
ion and to throw away clothes
and ensuring they're going to
vote in future elections. She
said it can feel “too small for
the immensity of what we are
grappling with.”

Though the world is at a
time when the majority wants
to see more climate action
from governments, Wilkinson
said people are “not active”
and can feel stuck, discour-
aged due to job loss or over-
whelmed by climate issues.

Wilkinson said the realiza-
tion of global fatigue helped
her think differently about
the question, “What can1do?”
From reflecting on the differ-
ent things that helped her,
she created Climate Wayfin-
ding as a way to “work our
way together towards clar-
ity, connection, possibility,
action, renewal” to create a
“deep, sustained, courageous
climate engagement.”

There is a three-part
approach to this process:
looking inward with care,
outward  with  curiosity
and forward with courage,
Wilkinson explained.

Wilkinson said more than

half of young people around
the world feel so worried
about climate change that
it impacts their day-to-day
lives, at school and at home.
She said as people look in-
ward, these strong emotions
are not wrong. Instead, peo-
ple need to “be able to speak
them, share them (and) work
with them, so that they can
be guides and fuel.”

Noting the impor-
tance of reflecting on
emotions, Wilkinson said
it doesn't all have to be
overwhelmingly negative.

“It’'s also about our gifts,
our superpowers, the ways
we each uniquely express life
force,” Wilkinson said. “In Cli-
mate Wayfinding, we use both
somatic and reflective prac-
tice that’s centered on the
intersection of power and joy,
paired lenses that we bring to
discern our strengths, how
we shine.”

Once the question shifts
from “What can I do?” to
“Who do I want to be to meet
the challenges of this time?”
Wilkinson said one can begin
to look outward. In looking
at solutions, she said people
need to look for things they
care about and are deeply in-
vested in. She also said this is
a place to “invite in the spirit
of the artist” and be creative,
“as we do that remaking of
our world.”

Wilkinson said this is also
something one can't do alone.

“When youre facing a
planetary crisis, just like a

personal one, it is absolute-
ly best practice not to do it
alone,” she said. “We need
one another to cope, but we
also need one another to get
things done, so building our
relational web is a fundamen-
tal part of climate action.”
Looking forward with
courage, Wilkinson said she
and the All We Can Save Proj-
ect are tapping into “imag-
inative wisdom,” which she
describes as thinking about
“the future we want to move
towards and the role we
might play within it.”
Wilkinson also brought up
the Climate Compass; she said
“inbuilt within us (there are)
capacities for orienting, for
navigating, for sense-mak-
ing and storying, for sending
ourselves from where we are
to where we want to go.”
Wilkinson invited the
Amp audience to engage in
an exercise to express what
they feel with joy and power
through body movement or
posture; she said she wanted
to give the audience a sense
of Climate Wayfinding, which
she said is a lifelong process.
“It is a fundamental pro-
cess we are called into as our
home planet trembles with so
much change, with so much
loss, and also still with possi-
bility. As the landscape shifts
and we evolve and our ques-
tions take new shapes, we
have to keep coming back to
the crossroads, to the lim-
inal space, and keep work-
ing with the questions again

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Katharine K. Wilkinson reads a passage from her book Climate

Wayfinding that contains advice on how individuals can grapple

with overwhelming climate crises during her talk Thursday

in the Amphitheater.

and again,” she said. “Some-
times we find ourselves back
at the crossroads because of
external conditions.”

In closing, she talked about
the impact of losing her fa-
ther to Alzheimer’s disease,
which includes memory loss.
She said this left her with “a
raft of new wonderings about
home, about meaning, about
what to do with this fleeting
and incredibly precious time
we have in these bodies.” She
then read a passage from

the last chapter of her book,
Climate Wayfinding.

“I cannot possibly prove it,
but I know we are all caught
in Earth’s net of unstinting,
unequivocal love,” Wilkinson
said. “Our deepest belonging
sources from it. Our deepest
learning resides there, and
our deepest invitation is to
participate in the exchange.
I long for climate healing,
motivated not from wanting
to fix something, but from
wanting to love something,”

Green finds truth, connection in ‘deep.,

LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

Leah Naomi Green lives in
the mountains of Virginia,
where she grows her own
food and writes a lot of po-
ems. This lifestyle, she said,
is rooted in spiritual pres-
ence and embodiment of liv-
ing in accordance as a part of
Earth'’s resources.

Green closed out Week
Four’s “The Ethics of Enough”
with a lecture titled “Don't
Just Do Something, Sit There.”
At 2 p.m. Thursday in the Hall
of Philosophy, Green deliv-
ered a talk that explored the
meaning and impact of being
present on Earth.

Green said she felt pro-
foundly moved by a quote
from her friend, a Buddhist
nun, who said: “The present is
where I know what to do.”

In her lecture, Green cov-
ered points relating to con-
nection with the present, hu-
manity’s understanding of its
place in the world and poetry
as a form of spiritual medita-
tion. Throughout the lecture,
she intertwined her own po-
ems with her reflections.

Looking out into the au-
dience to find eyes closed in
contemplation, Green said
she appreciated this action:
“If you get anything from
this talk, may it be a mo-
ment of peace.”

Green’s first main goal
was to instill in the audi-
ence an understanding that
environmental  problems
are not problems with the
environment, but rather
problems with humans in
the environment.

She explored the distinc-
tion between “real scarcity”
and “manufactured scarci-
ty” — she said only the latter
troubles her. She said the sun
is a resource that represents
true abundance and sources
“perpetual renewable” nour-
ishment for all on Earth. Be-
hind “manufactured scarcity,”
she said, is humanity’s per-
ception of “natural resources”
as “products or commodities”
rather than gifts.

For humans to operate in
the best interest of the en-
vironment, she called for a
more spiritual understanding
of this resource exchange.
While emphasizing that sci-
ence is extremely important,
she said, beyond science,
“there’s a missing link be-
tween data and behavioral

change.” She said this link is
precisely what Chautauqua
Institution is calling “spiritual
responses” to the problem of
throwaway culture.

She said “economy” and
“ecology” share a Greek root,
oikos, which means “house-
hold.” She said both of these
concepts are rooted in the
exchange of goods and ser-
vices, and the conceptu-
al separation of a “human
world” and “natural world”
has muddled reality: the fact
there is only one world that
provides resources for both
economy and ecology. She
said the link between these
concepts matters because,
to quote Walt Whitman, the
way humans live determines
whether or not all other life
on Earth lives.

In this same vein, her sec-
ond point suggested that how
humans conceptualize the
world, such as through lan-
guage, has real-world impli-
cations. She drew from writ-
ers who argue that humans
must change their language
in ways that contribute, rath-
er than detract, from life
forms’ interconnectedness.

To illustrate this point,
Green quoted Wendell Ber-
ry, saying, “.. people exploit
what they have merely con-
cluded to be of value, but

they defend what they love.
To defend what we love we
need a particularizing lan-
guage, for we love what we
particularly know.”

Green’s third point, she
said, is that “effective action
requires real, deep spiritu-
al presence.” Regarding the
name of her lecture, “Don't
Just Do Something, Sit There,”
she said though the quote
presents the message in good
humor, the true challenge
sets in. She said this quote
comes from Zen Master Thich
Nhat Hanh, who, amid bombs
dropping, practiced mindful-
ness and meditation.

“In wanting to take the
most effective action possi-
ble, he took spiritual action,”
Green said. She said this ap-
plies to everyone.

Green used spoken-word
poetry to evoke imagery of
energy of the land supplying
energy to her body, which
she said places all humans
in a cycle where “there’s no
avoiding connection.”

In her experience living
alone, she said, “I didn’t be-
come more interconnect-
ed with the world when 1
moved into the woods, I just
became better able to see
those connections.”

Green presented the idea
of presence as an intention-

al form of resistance, say-
ing that presence “is the
only place where I can make
the choice to not throw the
world away.”

As a form of being pres-
ent, Green said poetry is
powerful in its ability not
only to ground individuals in
their own selves, but also to
connect humans to one an-
other. Through poetry, she
said humans can translate
their abstract ideas and feel-
ings into concrete imagery
and experience.

This connected to her
fourth point of the lecture,
which she said explored
poetry as a practice of at-
tention and a way of spiri-
tually responding.

Referencing Ada Limon’s
quote about poetry pro-
vides the ability to inhabit
one another’s minds, Green
said poetry offers human-
ity in uncertain times by
making room for indi-
vidual differences in how
humans think.

She closed by giving ad-
vice on how to be engaged in
the present moment — even
without poetry.

Not interacting with one’s
senses, she said, prevents hu-
mans from recognizing the
connections they have to all
that surrounds them. Tran-
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spiritual

scending time and place, she
said human senses “bring us
back to what is here.”

Whether one eats a
homegrown vegetable or
fast food, there is no need to
feel guilt, she said; all food
comes from the Earth, and
thus carries its energy. She
said staying present while
eating is one way to embrace
connection with the Earth
and reconnect “with the one
we feel we have harmed.”

This mindset, she said,
represents broader shifts to-
ward humans adopting mind-
sets that reinforce an obliga-
tion to the Earth’s well-being
as it relates to their own.

“There are ecological im-
plications to the loneliness
epidemic. Until we realize
that we need connection to
survive, abstract ideas like
environmentalism will always
feel optional,” Green said.

She said this is an era
when distraction is com-
monly used to “throw away
the world.” She called for hu-
mans to resist distraction.

presence’

There are ecological
implications to the
loneliness epidemic.
Until we realize that

we need connection to
survive, abstract ideas
like environmentalism will
always feel optional.”

—LEAH NAOMI GREEN

Writer-in-Residence,

Washington and Lee University

“We can remember that
we are connected and here
and alive,” Green said. “Med-
itation and prayer are not
about escaping. They are the
opposite of distraction.”

To end the talk, she
thanked the audience for
their time and attention:
“They are your most valu-
able resources. May we use
them well.”
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Inclusive Chautauqua

Alumni Hall
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A free, 90-minute skill-building
workshop. Learn skills that foster
belonging at Chautauqua and beyond.

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 3:30-5 p.m.
Wednesday: 9-10:30 a.m.

Drop-ins welcome depending on space.

ﬂuﬂu Learn more and register at:

chg.org/belong
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KRAUSS per Airplane — following Arcadia is the first stu-
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By 17, she had performed
with the Grand Ole Opry (she
would later officially join the
Opry castat 21) and 18 saw her
first Grammy Award nomina-
tion for Two Highways.

Since then, she’s enjoyed
decades of success in the
music industry, bringing
bluegrass to contemporary
audiences worldwide.

The 27-time Grammy
Award winner and Nation-
al Medal of Arts recipient
has been playing alongside
Union Station for decades,
with the group’s latest re-
lease, Arcadia, having been
released in 2025 — 14 years
since their last album, Pa-

the departure of longtime
Union Station member Dan
Tyminski. In the time fol-
lowing, Krauss and Union

Station welcomed new
member Russell Moore into
the group.

“The way he sings, it’s the
epitome of that kind of blue-
grass singing where there’s
just no shuck and jive. It’s
just all power, and that’s who
he is. Even though he’s from
Texas, so he says things a lit-
tle bit differently, and it’s just
wild to hear that in the trio
now. He doesn’t change him-
self. And you hear, just like
Dan was always Dan, Russell
is always Russell, with how
he says what he says,” Krauss
said about Moore in an inter-
view with Variety.

dio release the group has
put forth since 2011's Pa-
per Airplane, which was
received with critical ac-
claim. Tonight's perfor-
mance celebrates the new
album as the group contin-
ues its Arcadia 2026 tour.

For Krauss, the process
of curating an album is an
intuitive one. She said the
albums she puts forth of-
ten contain both new songs
she discovered recent-
ly and old ones she’s sat
with for years.

“For a lot of songwrit-
ers, the writing is a tough
process; it's an emotional
process. It's heavy. For me,
when I find something it’s
only joy,” Krauss said in an
interview with ELLE.

For a lot of songwriters,
the writing is a tough
process; it's an emotional
process. It’s heavy.

For me, when | find
something it’s only joy.”

—ALISON KRAUSS

Bluegrass Musician

In an interview with The
Bluegrass Situation, Krauss
said songs can resonate with
listeners because they allow
listeners to change people’s
atmospheres and the way
they see themselves.

AMPHITHEATER CONCESSIONS

Beginning in the 2026 Season, concessions will be sold in the
Amphitheater during select Evening Entertainment performances

at the Odland Plaza Kiosk, including wine and beer. While food isn’t
allowed inside the Amphitheater, alcohol and other drinks purchased at
the Kiosk are permitted alongside water bottles, which must be empty
upon entry. The Kiosk will begin selling concessions 60 minutes prior

to the start of select performances.

July 24: Alison Krauss & Union
Station

July 31: Amy Grant
August 13: Josh Groban & CSO
August 14: The Revivalists

“It’s a magical thing, mu-
sic in general, and to be a
part of it is a really pow-
erful experience. I find it
— I don’t know what oth-

August 21: Renée Fleming with
Beéla Fleck

August 27: Kenny G
August 19: Tower of Power
September 10: Indigo Girls

er word to use, other than
magical. It’s costly to your
emotions. Done well, you'll
feel it. That’s what we're
here to do,” she said.

FLASHLIGHT
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“It’s a huge honor, just all by
itself, because 1 know how
seriously Chautauqua takes
books and takes literature.
I'm just incredibly honored
to be chosen because be-
ing chosen by a community
of really serious readers is
just particularly meaning-
ful,” Choi said.

For Choi, the experience
is especially meaningful
because of her firsthand
experience of this love for
reading, having previously
come to Chautauqua with
the Chautauqua Writers’
Center and as a Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific
Circle author.

Interim Michael I. Rudell
Director of Literary Arts
Stephine Hunt said she is
thrilled to welcome Choi
back to honor this work.

“It was kind of an obvi-
ous choice from the start
in conversations with the
jury members,” Hunt said.

“It was one of the first few
books that a couple of them
read, and really early on it
was obvious in conversa-
tion that this was a stand-
out book and it was obvi-
ously going to be a finalist,
if not the winner.”

Hunt said the Prize is
notably unique within the
literary world because it
is specifically awarded to
a book that provides a re-
warding reading expe-
rience and significantly
contributes to the field of
literary arts.

“[Flashlight is] just a
powerful story about a
family, about geopolitics
in this world, about the
impacts of border cross-
ings and boundary set-
ting and both the hu-
man life experience and
beyond,” Hunt said.

Guest judge
award-winning poet Oli-
ver de la Paz said he was
immediately taken by the
intergenerational voic-
es throughout Flashlight
and Choi’s ability to make
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the reader feel
of the story.

“Spanning from Japan to
North Korea to the United
States, I think that [Choi]
does a great job of allow-
ing you into the minds of
these characters, as flawed
as they are, so that you
understand the connect-
ed threads between them,”
Paz said.

Whenjudging, Pazlooked
for books with great depth
that could impact a broad-
er audience and encourage
larger conversations.

“The experience of read-
ing Flashlight is indeed re-
warding because you go
on this journey with these
characters that span gen-
erations, and I think that
ultimately there is a pay-
off in the book,” Paz said.
“You leave the book under-
standing how difficult their
lives had been and what
these particular myster-
ies ... had on the impact of
the family.”

During the writing pro-
cess, Choi was originally
interested in how a family
with a particular burden
of secrets and hardships
could survive.

“It was, for me, a fas-
cinating psychological
problem,” Choi said. “I was
like, ‘What would it be like
for these people to have
this happen?”

Choi said she hopes
readers can connect with

a part

the story, although they
might not have endured the
same circumstances pre-
sented in the book.

As guest judge and
Emmy award-winning poet
Jillian Hanesworth made
her way through the selec-
tion of books, she’'d usually
read the first 100 pages of
each to gather an opinion
before reading on. How-
ever, when reading Flash-
light, Hanesworth flew
through the first 100 pag-
es and continued to finish
the book over the span of a
couple of days.

“I've learned so much,
and it really caught my
attention,” Hanesworth
said. “It read like a mys-
tery thriller, but there were
also those components of
history, the multi-gener-
ational saga that it told.
It was amazing. I couldn’t
put it down.”

Hanesworth said she
hadn’t known about the
political tension between
Japan and Korea and hadn’t
thought about the perspec-
tive of a person coming
from these tensions and
immigrating to America.

“I was able to digest a
perspective that I had nev-
er really thought about,
Hanesworth said.

Hanesworth said every
submission honored what
an author and artist should
be doing throughout their
work:  educating, chal-

CHOI

~DEVASTATING.”

~The Washington Past

“ASTONISHING.”
= The Atlonfic

The experience of reading Flashlight is indeed
rewarding because you go on this journey with
these characters that span generations, and | think
that ultimately there is a payoff in the book. You
leave the book understanding how difficult their
lives had been and what these particular mysteries
.. had on the impact of the family.”

—OLIVER DE LA PAZ

Chautauqua Prize Guest Judge and Poet

lenging and sharing dif-
ferent perspectives. What
put Flashlight at the top,
however, was its ability to
bring a deeper conversation
to Chautauqua.

“I think that honors
Chautauqua the most,

Hanesworth said. “Intro-
ducing people to ideas and
perspectives that they may
not be familiar with, but
once they see it or [are]
exposed to it even a little
bit, they want to dive all in.
They want to know more.”

WILSON

FROM PAGE1

Amassing publicity and
wide-reaching recognition,
Wilson’s work with Arctic
Basecamp led to his found-
ing of Project Basecamp,
described on the project’s
website as “a unique blend of
scientific experts and social
trendsetters.” Committed to
fostering dialogue about cli-
mate change for all people
— not only scientists and ac-
tivists — Project Basecamp
uses the “five pillars of cul-
ture: food, entertainment,
sports, fashion and music”
to get people invested in the
state of the environment.

Friday at the

CINEMA

Friday, July 24
ARCO - 5:30 The year is 2075.

10-year-old Iris sees a mysterious
boy wearing a rainbow jumpsuit
fall from the sky. It's Arco who
comes from a distant future. Iris
befriends him as she tries to help
him return home. Featuring the
voice talents of Will Ferrell and
America Ferrera. "Reminds us
that suspension of disbelief is a
quality of youth worth preserv-
ing." -Chris Klimek, Washington
Post "Disarming, charming, and
unafraid to be sincere" -Michael
Leader, Little White Lies (PG, 88m)

ONE BATTLE AFTER AN-
OTHER - 8:00 Paul Thomas
Anderson's brilliant film stars
Leonardo DiCaprio as Bob, a
washed-up revolutionary who
lives in a state of stoned para-
noia, surviving off-grid with his
spirited and self-reliant daughter,
Willa (Chase Infinit). When his
evil nemesis (Sean Penn) resur-
faces and Willa goes missing, the
former radical scrambles to find
her as both father and daughter
battle the consequences of their
pasts. "It's impossible to over-
state how much fun this thing is."
-Max Weiss, Baltimore Magazine

(R, 162m)

Personalizing the direct
impacts of climate change,
Project Basecamp works
to generate unique ideas
that stress the far-reach-
ing impacts of the global
crisis through campaigns
such as “Save the Flavors.”
During New York Climate
Week 2023, Project Base-
camp gave “limited edition’
flavors a new meaning by
offering people their favor-
ite ice cream flavors before
they're gone ... for good.”

Founder of the spiritu-
al media movement, Soul
Boom, Wilson continues to
spread his message to the
world. From YouTube vid-
eos to podcasts, Wilson’s
newest book: Soul Boom
Workbook: Spiritual Tools
for Modern Living strives
to maintain the integrity of
inclusive media for all.

Written alongside co-au-
thor Shabnam Mogharabi, the

Folks in contemporary American culture don’t
really see spiritual ideas as tools that can be
transformative to their communities and to the
world at large ... How can you harness ancient

spiritual truths for societal change.

workbook exists as a guide
based on Wilson’s previous
novel Soul Boom: Why We
Need a Spiritual Revolution,
which explains why people
need spirituality in every-
day life. Despite its spiritual
emphasis, the workbook was
designed to remain relatively
practical, threading themes
of community engagement,
having a service mindset and
recognizing the individu-
al role each of us can play in

”»

—RAINN WILSON
Actor, Author and Activist

creating change.

“Folks in contemporary
American culture don't real-
ly see spiritual ideas as tools
that can be transformative
to their communities and to
the world at large,” Wilson
explained in a “Soulboom”
podcast, hoping to transcend
those barriers through his
work. “.. How can you har-
ness ancient spiritual truths
for societal change?”

THE CHAUTAUQUAN DAILY

WANT TO

Stop by our office on

through the mail.

SUBSCRIBE?

Bestor Plaza to order any

number of days, weeks or a full
season delivered directly to your
Chautauqua residence. Not on
the grounds? Call the Daily at 716-
357-6235 to get your subscription
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RELIGION

Brodsky discusses her faith journey with Senior Pastor the Rt. Rev. Sutton

Michigan, in an observant Conservative movement

Jewish home. “We kept Kosher and celebrated Shab-
bat dinners. My father still calls me on Friday night to give
me the priestly blessing,” she said. Brodsky shared her faith
journey at the 9:15 a.m. Thursday morning worship service
in the Hall of Philosophy. Bishop Eugene Taylor Sutton asked
her questions about her journey.

She attended a Conservative day school and found that
questions were not encouraged. “This is not the Jewish tra-
dition, and I had genuine questions. When I would ask, ‘why?’
the teachers would tell us, ‘because God told us to,” she said.

In fifth grade, Brodsky received detention because she
asked a question. Her class was reading the first part of
Genesis and translating it from Hebrew to English. As they
were reading, she realized that there were two creation sto-
ries about Adam and Eve.

“I asked, which one is it: created in God’s image or cre-
ated from dust (Adam) and Adam’s rib (Eve)? I got detention
because the teacher said I was trying to sow doubt about
the divine nature of the Torah in my classmates,” Brodsky
said. “If I am going to obey, I want genuine understanding.”

Sutton asked if the stories in the Bible are true. Brodsky said
some of them can be proved archaeologically, like the site of
the First and Second Temples at the Dome of the Rock. Others
are divinely inspired and could be interpreted in a variety of
ways.

Brodsky said she thinks of herself as an agnostic about the
existence of God. “I can feel the Spirit in nature, acts of kind-
ness and so I practice my faith as if God does exist. I believe
we can grow spiritually if we engage in practice over time. It
was Abraham Joshua Heschel who said that we can pray with
our feet and to engage in social justice is a Godly act.”

When asked about her Wednesday sermon on the bibli-
cal roots of Zionism, Brodsky said that to say the land be-
longs solely to Israel or solely to Palestinians is not correct.
“Jews have an historical commitment to the land and so do
others. We should be pro both peoples, living side by side
in peace, safe and secure and with sovereignty for both.”
The congregation applauded.

Sutton asked Brodsky if she felt safe in the United States
today. “I grew up in a Jewish bubble and I did not hear the
‘k-word’ until high school. October 7 was a rude awakening; I
am discouraged at how prevalent antisemitism is. But Iwon't
allow that to prevent me from being proud of my heritage.
hope this attitude does not bring me physical trouble.”

Another issue Sutton raised was about security at temple

Cantor Olivia Brodsky grew up in West Bloomfield,

c —_—
MORNING WORSHIP

COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

There is no right or wrong way to be Jewish or
religious. Find the hook in your religious community
and latch on to it. Find a home, a community,
because no one is judging.”

—CANTOR OLIVIA BRODSKY
Week Four Chaplain

services. Brodsky said she did not know of any temple that
did not have armed security. “It is a sad reality, but it is bet-
ter to hope for the best and prepare for the worst.”

Some people, Sutton said, ask how one can believe in God
when the people attacking temples or Christian churches say
they are doing God’s work. Why should they believe in God?

Brodsky answered, “I would tell them that they could be-
lieve in God, not that they should. Believing in God could
enrich their life. I would also tell them that [these attacks]
are not the work of God. We, as humans, have free will and
we are free to misinterpret God’s will. That is a reflection of
the fallibility of humans.”

East End Temple, where Brodsky serves as cantor, is “on
the small side,” with 400 families. She described it as warm,
low-key, tight-knit and a place that fosters genuine connec-
tions and “inspires people to act righteously.”

She concluded, “I hope my legacy will be that my life will

I |
SAM HljFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Week Four Chaplain Cantor Olivia Brodsky and Senior Pastor the
Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton invite Chautauquans to sing “Down
by the Riverside” Wednesday during Brodsky’s Faith Journeys
Service in the Hall of Philosophy.

reflect my Jewish and spiritual journey. There is no right or
wrong way to be Jewish or religious. Find the hook in your
religious community and latch on to it. Find a home, a com-
munity, because no one is judging.”

The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, senior pastor of Chau-
tauqua, presided. Flutist Colleen Law played “Pastorale” by
Germaine Tailleferre and “Suite Modale” by Ernest Bloch. Son-
ya Subbayya Sutton, interim director of Sacred Music, provid-
ed piano accompaniment. The Rev. Laura Harris-Adam, chap-
lain at the Baptist House this week, led the morning prayers
in English. Renee Andrews, who coaches bar and bat mitzvah
students at Temple Rodef Shalom in Falls Church, Virginia, ex-
plained the history of the song “Mi Shebeirach” by Debbie Fried-
man. Cantor Olivia Brodsky sang “Mi Shebeirach” as part of the
morning prayers. Friedman was one of the first composers to
combine Hebrew and English in her compositions for Jewish
services. Support for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is
provided by The J. Everett Hall Memorial Chaplaincy and The
Randell-Hall Memorial Chaplaincy.

Rehmans to teach with a personal touch to ‘demystify’ Muslim tradition

LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

Khalid and Sabeeha Reh-
man, who have taught Is-
lam 101 at Chautauqua In-
stitution for 10 years, want
people to think of them as
their “Muslim next-door
neighbors sitting on a stoop
and having a conversation,”
Khalid said. The couple is
dedicated to spreading a
foundational understand-
ing of Islam to anyone in-
terested in learning.

The Rehmans said they
have come to Chautauqua
since 2012 and, prior to Is-
lam 101, they were connect-
ed with the Department of
Religion during Joan Brown
Campbell’s tenure as direc-
tor of Religion.

They said they bring
no background in reli-
gious scholarship; Khalid
explained they both have
healthcare  backgrounds.
“So we are not Islamic
scholars. We have no de-
grees,” he said. “No cre-
dentials,” Sabeeha added
with a laugh. Rather, they
center the course around
their personal experience
as Muslims and adapt the
course content based on
feedback and common
questions.

At 3:30 p.m. today in the
Hall of Christ, the Rehmans
will conclude their last
week of Islam 101 for the
summer season with the
course’s final installment,
“Islam in America.” Today’s
topic, they said, incorpo-
rates their journey since
coming from Pakistan to
New York 54 years ago.

“We had to struggle to
bring faith to our children
and then also started to
assimilate and incorpo-
rate the American culture,”
Khalid said. Khalid said this
concluding topic for their
course allows them to ex-
plore how Muslim ethics
apply to topics relevant in
the modern U.S. but not
addressed in the Quran,
such as organ donation and
LGBTQ+ support.

The Rehmans began Is-
lam 101 in 2016, inspired
by the lead up to the 2016
election. Khalid thought
an educational course
on Islam might help ad-
dress concerns relating to
then-presidential  candi-
date Donald Trump’s lan-

guage toward Muslims.

Khalid told Sabeeha he
thought they should write
to Maureen Rovegno, for-
mer director of Religion, to
propose a course on Islam
as a response to the grow-
ing interest in it due its
presence in U.S. politics.

Because Sabeeha was
already in communica-
tion with Rovegno, Khalid
prompted her to initiate
the pitch. Sabeeha said
she thought the pitch was
audacious, but Khalid ul-
timately took the proposal
into his hands and created
the same five-day outline
they still use today.

To Sabeeha’s surprise,
Rovegno said yes, and the
course was underway.

For their first class, they
said, they thought it would
be sufficient to arrive 20
minutes early to the Hall of
Missions in order to set up
a few chairs. When they got
to the venue, Sabeeha said
there was a crowd.

She remembers someone
telling her, “You can’t go in,
the place is full.” She re-
sponded, “I'm the speaker.”

“Nobody knew who Kha-
lid and Sabeeha were,” Sa-
beeha said. “This was the
Chautauqua spirit of learn-
ing. They wanted to learn,
the topic interested them
and so they came.”

The couple said each day
of the course offers an op-
portunity for them to “demy-
stify” a part of the Islam faith.

Day one begins the
course with an overview
on “The Quran and What it
Says About Other Faiths.”

Day two is “Family Life &
Women in Islam,” which the
couple said covers mar-
riage, divorce, adoption,
abortion and rituals.

Day three is “Shia-Sunni
Divide & Religious Hierar-
chy,” in which Sabeeha said
she represents the Shia and
Khalid represents the Sun-
ni. They use a format that
engages the audience as
“the judge and the jury” in
an interactive mock trial.

Day four covers “Shari-
ah” — the body of religious
and secular law drawn from
Islamic tradition — some-
thing that Sabeeha called
“very misunderstood.”

Khalid said day five, to-
day’s installation, brings
anecdotal explanations

to “Islam in America, and
American Muslim Identity,”
including an exploration of
what it means for the Reh-
mans’ children to “practice
Islam in an American way,
not the Pakistani way.”

The two end each class
with an open Q-and-A. Par-
ticipants can also leave their
email to receive digital cop-
ies of the Quran and educa-
tional materials the couple
has developed over time.

Khalid said each year, at
least 200 people request
these materials.

Because the course’s high
demand during the first
year, Rovegno proposed
that, for the next summer,
the Rehmans instruct mul-
tiple weeks of Islam 101 and
use Hurlbut Church Sanc-
tuary as a venue.

“We came for four weeks,
and the church filled up,”
Sabeeha said. She said she
saw word-of-mouth invi-
tations succeed in growing
class attendance.

This year, Sabeeha said
attendance has ranged
from 40 to 100 people. The
couple said they worked
with Director of Religion
Robert Wilson-Black and
the department’s admin-
istrative assistant Carolyn
Snider to conduct an offi-
cial survey this summer.

Sabeeha said the 200
completed surveys pro-
cessed so far have been
“very generous indeed,”
with over 90% saying the
class is excellent.

Sabeeha said “at least
75% (of people) that have
returned their survey say
this is the first time that
they are listening to some-
thing about Islam.”

Because many partici-
pants are new to the content
of Islam 101, it is meant to be
easy to understand, accord-
ing to Khalid. “There are no
slides, there are no data,
there are no statistics.”

Through the class, Khalid
said they have made friends
and connected to opportu-
nities for teaching Islam 101
courses across the nation.

Sabeeha said the couple
offered to talk to any com-
munity that invited them,
and they would pay out of
their own pockets to do so.
This offer came at the time
of Trump’s election in No-
vember, when she said she
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Author Sabeeha Rehman listens to a question from Julianne Curtis about the interpretations of Jesus
in the Quran and the difference between he and the prophet Muhammad Monday during an Islam 101
session titled “The Quran and What it Says About Other Faiths” in the Hall of Christ.

noticed anti-Islamic ac-
tions “became very much
part of the news cycle.”

By plane, bus and train,
the couple said they trav-
eled to more than 100
U.S. cities and have given
around 250 talks.

Khalid acknowledged
the distinction between
the scholarly religion lec-
tures at Chautauqua and
the Rehmans’ more casual
approach, characterized by
banter and a “very folksy
point of view.”

After a session, Khalid
said a gentleman who be-
came familiar with their
classes through Chautau-
qua made a point to ex-
press his disappointment
that their banter was par-
ticularly lacking that day.

“We inevitably end up
contradicting one another,
arguing with each other”
Sabeeha said. From what
audiences have shared
about finding value in
watching the couple open-
ly disagree, Khalid said the
two have realized that this
less “scholarly” approach
holds its own unique edu-
cational value.

“People have told us that
they just love the fact that
a woman is challenging her
husband in public,” Sabee-
ha said.

Khalid reflected on how
their representation of a
marriage between Muslims
might be challenging pre-

conceptions.

“I think, subconsciously,
they see a Muslim wom-
an who's not covered (by
a traditional Muslim head
covering) taking charge
and pushing the husband
around a little bit ... and it
gives them a different im-
pression of what they think
Muslim is and what a Mus-
lim woman is,” Khalid said.

In the '80s, the couple
contributed to organizing
the addition of a mosque on
Staten Island. It was then
Khalid began to encourage
Sabeeha to write a book
sharing the stories of her
trailblazing efforts.

“And of course, life got in
the way,” Sabeeha said.

In 2010, she said their
8-year-old grandson was
detained at an airport be-
cause he had the same
name as a terrorist on the
No Fly List.

Sabeeha said amid their
family’s frustration, Kha-
lid encouraged her to just
tell the story so it may
reach people outside of
their usual interfaith dia-
logues. Without academic
discourse or references,
he said to let readers learn
about Islam by getting to
know her.

She recounts these
stories in her 2016 book,
Threading My Prayer Rug:
One Woman'’s Journey from
Pakistani Muslim to Ameri-
can Muslim.

The book also documents
the couples’ experience with
the Staten Island mosque
they helped to organize.

Although the men who
formed the mosque’s lead-
ership ultimately did not
allow Sabeeha to run as
a board member for the
mosque, Sabeeha said her
takeaways are positive be-
cause of the supportive
community.

“People from all faiths,
from all communities were
there standing by us, sup-
porting us, educating us,”
Sabeeha said.

She said today, it is com-
mon for women to be a part
of mosque leadership. “I
lost the battle, but we wom-
en won the war because it
started a movement.”

From this experience,
Sabeeha said they learned
“this can happen only in
America where there is
freedom of religion, there
is freedom of choice, there
is freedom of expression
and that the hearts of the
American people are so
open, they want to learn,
they want to know.”

Of her family’s story that
has led them to this point
as Islam 101 instructors,
Sabeeha said, “that’s one
of the key lessons: ... this is
the American experience.”
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in art history and visual
communications.

The Watters Family Eco-
logical Impact Fund advanc-
es sustainability initiatives
at Chautauqua, supporting
environmental awareness
and conservation efforts.

Established in 2009,
The Berglund-Weiss Lec-

dren continue this legacy
of engagement and giving.
Together, these funds
strengthen Chautauqua’s
mission by supporting
programs that inspire
learning, creativity and
responsible stewardship
for future generations.

Chautauqua Institution
Corporation Meeting Set For
August 8, 2026

The annual meeting of the members of the Chautauqua

Corporation will be held Saturday, August 8, 2026, beginning
at 12:00 p.m., at the Hall of Philosophy, Chautauqua Institution,
Chautauqua, New York. At that time, the Corporation will review
the Institution’s financial statements and elect an individual to
serve as a Class B Trustee on the Board of Trustees pursuant
to the Institution’s by-laws. Chautauqua Institution’s audited
financial statements may be found at https://chq.org/about/
board-of-trustees/

Class B Trustee Nominations

Any member of the Corporation is eligible to be nominated for
election as a Class B Trustee. Nominations for Class B Trustee
must be submitted by a member of the Corporation.

All nominees for the position of Class B Trustee shall be
identified in writing to the Secretary of =~ Chautauqua Institution
not more than thirty (30) (July 8, 2026) and not less than fifteen
(15) (July 24, 2026) days in advance of the scheduled date (i.e.,
the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation) for their
election to provide the Secretary with sufficient time to ensure
that each such nominee is eligible for election as a Class B
Trustee under Section 5 of the Charter, to ensure the compliance
by the nominee(s), prior to election, with the requirements of the
Corporation’s Conflict of Interest Policy as required by New York
State Not-for Profit Corporation Law, and to make adequate
arrangements for the time-consuming logistics associated with
presentation of multiple nominees for the position of Class B
Trustee at the annual meeting of the Members of the Corporation.
To be placed on the ballot for election, each nominee for the
position of Class B Trustee must submit to the Corporate
Secretary by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on the third (3rd) business
day after a request by the Corporate Secretary, any and all
documents and related information reasonably requested by the
Corporate Secretary to verify the nominee’s eligibility as a Class
B Trustee. For purposes of the election of any Class B Trustee,
the Members of the Corporation entitled to vote at any annual
meeting (and their voting designees or holders of proxies) shall
be as reflected on the books and records of the Chautauqua
Institution on and as of a record date that is fifteen (15) (July
24, 2026) days prior to the date of the annual meeting of the
Members of the Corporation.

Members may self-nominate or be nominated by other
members. Anyone wishing to nominate a candidate should
request a Nomination Form by contacting the Secretary at
aschuettler@chq.org or 716-357-6222.

Voter Designations

Members who are not the sole individual owner of their
property and who wish to cast a ballot for the election of Class
B Trustee at the Saturday, August 8, 2026, Annual Corporation
meeting must assign and complete the voter designation form,
which must be received and filed with the secretary of the
Corporation no later than 15 days (July 24, 2026) prior to the
Corporation meeting.

Proxy Voting

If you wish to assign a proxy for your vote, please contact the
Corporate Secretary, Angela Schuettler, at aschuettler@chg.org.
Voters wishing to assign a proxy must do so no later than July
24, 2026.

Note

All proxy, nomination, and voter designation forms must be
issued by the Corporate Secretary to be eligible. Please contact the
Corporate Secretary, Angela Schuettler, at aschuettler@chg.org.

Published in the Chautauquan Daily, July 9, 10, 11 & 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 & 25, 2026. Posted on
chqg.org Board of Trustees webpage as of July 8, 2026.

Hall, Randell-Hall Chaplancies
support Cantor Brodsky

The J. Everett Hall Memori-
al Chaplaincy and The Ran-
dell-Hall Memorial Chaplain-
cy generously support this
week’s Cantor Olivia Brodsky
at 9:15 a.m. in the Amphithe-
ater. Cantor Brodsky serves
as cantor and co-clergy of
East End Temple in Manhat-
tan and is dedicated to pre-
serving Jewish culture and
tradition while making it ev-
ermore applicable to daily life
and accessible for people of
all generations.

The Randell-Hall Memo-
rial Chaplaincy, created in
1963 by Mrs. E. Snell Hall
of Jamestown, honors two

distinguished  individuals
whose lives were closely in-
tertwined with both James-
town and Chautauqua: the
Rev. Alfred E. Randell and E.
Snell Hall. This tribute re-
flects not only their lasting
contributions but also Mrs.
Hall's deep commitment to
preserving their impact by
continuing to support Chau-
tauqua’s religious mission.

Together, these chaplain-
cies represent a legacy of
generosity and devotion. The
families’ enduring support
continues to nurture Chautau-
qua’s traditions of worship and
spiritual reflection.
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

PHX AHJIJC EPXOY, S
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TGXYBIJ

APKG EIBXB G FGR SA AHJJISIT
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: IF NOTHING IS GOING
WELL, CALL YOUR GRANDMOTHER. — ITALIAN

PROVERB

BUILDING TRUST SINCE 1973

V4

CusTtomM HOMES
REMODELING AND RESTORATION
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
CusToM CABINETRY/MILLWORK

MAYSHARK

ARCHITECTURE | DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION

5073 WEST LAKE ROAD, MAYVILLE, NY 14575 | WWW.MAYSHARK.COM
716.386.6228

EVANS

WINES & LIQUOR

986 Fairmount Avenue
Jamestown, NY
www.evanswinesandliquors.com

The area’s best and largest selection
of Local, Domestic, and Imported Wines.
Liquor - Bourbon - Champagne

Sun, 11am-8pm; Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-10pm; Fri & Sat, 8:30am-10pm

CURBSIDE AVAILABLE
716-488-2009
Download

App
All major credit LIKE
cards accepted USON & 8

SUDOKU

Sudoku is a humber-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 fo
9 in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level
of the Conceptis Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.
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THEATER

‘ERASERS: A Bloodthirsty Comedy’ satirizes office supplies

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

When Jenny Connell Davis’
alma mater, the University
of Chicago, approached her
last summer to participate
in a summer playwriting
residency, she immediately
began brainstorming ideas
that were of interest to her
and would entice the uni-
versity community.

“The thing we came to
was conversations that feel
very contemporary about
censorship,” Connell Davis
said. “... What can be said?
What can’t be said? Who
decides? What does overt
censorship look like versus
softer censorship or self
censorship? ... Those ques-
tions felt really alive and
electric to me, and they
made me mad.”

Connell Davis ap-
proached the answers to
these questions by writing
a play within a lighthearted
genre — more specifical-
ly, “a comedy about office
supplies and fascism” that
became ERASERS: A Blood-
thirsty Comedy, to be pre-
sented at 2 p.m. today in
Roe Green Theater Center
as the summer’s second Fu-
tureNow New Play Lab.

“ERASERS uses satire and
various forms of comedy to
talk about fascism,” Bronw-
en Carson, the play’s direc-
tor, said. “I kept envisioning
what happens when frogs
are boiled alive ... I think
were seeing it right now,
this boiling of our atmo-
spheric water, our societal
water, and the powers that
be are trying to normal-
ize things that are horrific.
I was really drawn to [this
play], but since it’s such an
intense topic, I thought it
was really smart to use sat-
ire and different forms of
comedy to explore that.”

Carson was drawn to
this project both by her
existing relationship with
Connell Davis from a past
project and the opportu-
nity to hone her skills as a
director of new work.

“Across America, there
are playwright-based fel-
lowships ... but this fel-
lowship is explicitly equal
partnership of the director
and the playwright, and so
in that way, it’s brand new,”
Carson said. “It's never
been done before. That was
the main thing that drew
me to it — working with a
playwright in a more col-

GABRIEL MILBY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above, Chautauqua Theater Company conservatory actors Roggi

Chuquimarca, Lydia Mushkatina, Brendan Lowry and Ashley
LaRoche rehearse for FutureNow New Play Lab 2: ERASERS: A
Bloodthirsty Comedy Thursday at Roe Green Theater Center. At

right, Chuquimarca performs a scene.

laborative way from an ear-
lier stage.”

Throughout the rehears-
al process, other members
of the company have been
made privy to the teamwork
that fuels the fellowship.
Emma Battle, stage manag-
er for both New Play Labs,
has enjoyed witnessing the
evolution of the play as the
minds of Carson and Con-
nell Davis continue to meld.

“Jenny’s work paired with
Bronwen’s is such a treat,
because the script in itself
... is hysterical, then Bronw-
en’s directing adding on top
of it this farce and physical
comedy,” Battle said. “... Be-
ing able to put all of those
things into a script that re-
ally could just stand on its
own is just so delightful.”

Unlike The Bone Wars,
the prior New Play Lab that
largely prioritized facts and
historical context, the focus
of ERASERS is the timing of
corporeal comedy — a chal-
lenging enough task without
the limited resources and

timeline of the program.

“It begins as a quiet
comedy, but by the end it is
a slam-door farce,” Connell
Davis said. “We are doing
it with a maximum of one
door, so ... thank God for
my brilliant director, Bron-
wen Carson. She is figuring
out how to solve a slam-
door farce in a thrust space
with only one door when
the script requires three,
but that’s the nature of the
lab. We're running that ex-
periment, and if it can hold
up to that, then it can hold
up to a lot.”

According to Battle, al-
most half of the script was
staged after the first day of
rehearsals, allowing the cast
to dedicate themselves to
pacing and comedic deliv-
ery. However, with a play like
ERASERS, another challenge
quickly presented itself in
the need for an audience.

“The challenges and the
highlights lie in the come-
dy of it,” Battle said. “I think
it can be really challenging

to be rehearsing a come-
dic piece in a room where
there is no laughter ... but
that’s also really the joy of
it, because when there is a
moment that just like clicks
.. and flows perfectly, and
the actors are really in it
with each other, that’s cer-
tainly the highlight.”
Presenting this play to
an audience will not only
help the actors land the
comic elements, but it will
also serve as another col-
laborative puzzle piece for
Connell Davis as she nears
the finish line of the work-

shopping process.

“I'll be listening during
the show for laughs, and
then I'm really going to be
listening after the show
for what are the ideas that
people are latching onto
and engaging with, and
maybe arguing with me
about,” Connell Davis said.
“It’s not a simple idea.”

Chautauqua Theater
Company will present ERAS-
ERS: A Bloodthirsty Comedy
four times over the course
of the weekend, providing
multiple chances for Chau-
tauquans to experience the

offbeat play and internalize
some of the broader impli-
cations offered by Connell
Davis’ script.

“On top of it being so hu-
morous, it’s just such a great
commentary of the world
right now,” Battle said. “It’s
really reflective. I find my-
self leaving rehearsal every
day thinking more about
the way that we work and
the things going on in our
world right now. I think that
pairing those two things
together of the humor, but
also the introspectiveness,
is just so beautiful.”

CTC Acting Conservatory brings improv comedy to Roe Green Theater Center

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

The art of improvisation is
as old as live theater itself.
For centuries, actors have
learned to think on their
feet to prevent flubbed
lines, enhance the comedy
of a scene or build an entire
performance with whatever
they can imagine in the mo-
ment. For Chautauquans in-
terested in the latter type of
entertainment, Chautauqua
Theater Company will pres-
ent “Conservatory Improv
Night” at 10 p.m. tonight in
Roe Green Theater Center.

One of the performers is
Mengwe Wapimewah, who
recently received her MFA
from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and
is spending her summer as
a member of the CTC Acting
Conservatory. Although her
experience with improv is
limited to a few sketch com-
edy and clown classes, she
said she often finds herself
leaning on those skills.

“Whenever were do-
ing scene work, we also do
improv as our characters,’
Wapimewah said. “.. I think
it's super useful. I do a lot of
commercials, and they always
want you to improv some-
thing for commercials, so it's
a skill that a lot of actors have
in their back pocket.”

Despite  the indus-
try-wide emphasis on the

value of improvising, walk-
ing on stage with no prepa-
ration is still nerve-wrack-
ing for experienced actors.

“They say, ‘If youre not
nervous, then it doesn't
mean anything,” Thaddeus
Fitzpatrick, another member
of the Acting Conservatory,
said. “.. Whether you can
pinpoint what you're nervous
about or why, it's good that
you are ... I'm nervous about
people coming and seeing us
... but to do the thing any-
way because you're nervous,
that’s where the magic is.”

Fitzpatrick said he has
also noticed a certain “mag-
ic” within the Acting Con-
servatory cohort since the
beginning of summer, which
he believes will translate
onstage during the night of
improv comedy.

“We have a really great
cohort of people that are
multi-talented and multifac-
eted in beautiful ways, and
each one of the people in the
cohort have this light,” Fitz-
patrick said. “.. [Audience
members] can expect for us
to share that light in really
fun and bright and beautiful
ways, and then also to see
us mess it up, have fun and
laugh with us.”

Wapimewah has expe-
rienced the same nerves
leading up to the perfor-
mance, as well as the same
kinship with the cohort that

helps calm anxiety around
improvised performing and
will make for an even more
rewarding night of comedy.

“There are some people
who haven’t done improv
before [and] there are some
people who hate improv,”
Wapimewah said. “Those of
us who ... hate improv are
going to do it because it’s
something that’s out of our
comfort zone and makes
us uncomfortable ... I don’t
know what we're doing,
but that’s exciting because
I'm not the only one. A lot

of people are like, T'm so
scared, and we're like, ‘Do
it. We're all scared, let’s just
do it together.”

Although the nerves
are essential to delivering
an emotive performance,
Fitzpatrick believes many
cohort members are more
prepared than they realize
based on the daily interac-
tions of the group.

“Nobody lets go of the
bit,” Fitzpatrick said. “Ev-
erybody will continue with
the bit. Nobody denies the
bit, and I'm like, ‘I don't

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Roe Green Theater Center, home of The Michael E. Hill & Peter M. Korns Black Box Theater, hosts the late-night event series.

know why everyone’s so
scared to do improv — we're
doing it right now. We just
let things build in a hysteri-
cal way, [and improv] is just
that, and remaining at home
with each other in a way
that is reminiscent of the
first day we got here. On the
daily, just never saying no to
the opportunity to create a
moment of comedic magic
with each other.”
“Conservatory Improv
Night” will feature a selection
of improv games and scenes,
but there is no way to know

what jokes or bits will be fea-
tured until tonight’s program
commences.

“I'm most excited to see
how diamonds are made
under pressure, seeing how
the thing shapes up and
comes out, especially with
a group of people this tal-
ented,” Fitzpatrick said. “I
can’'t articulate just how
talented everybody is
That’s what I'm most excit-
ed about, to see how that
pressure brings out the
most beautiful aspects of
everybody’s talent.”
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LEBRATING 95 YEARS AS CHAUTAUQUA S LIBRARY
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At left, Friends of Smith Memorial Library host the annual
Library Day bash Thursday in front of Smith Memorial Library.
The morning of socializing, refreshments and word games
celebrated the Smith’s 95th birthday. Above, Patti Fine writes
down her favorite book on a Library Day sticker.

7:45 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 12:15 Community Reading. Alumni Hall 3:30 School of Music: Violin Masterclass  7:30 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. tion Sabbath morning service. Led
of the Good Shepherd Porch with llya Kaler. Fletcher Music Hall Alison Krauss & Union Station by Cantor Jodi Sufrin and Cantor
8:00 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro- 12:15 Twelve Step Meeting. Hurlbut Church ~ 3:30  Chautaugqua Dialogues. (Pro- featuring Jerry Douglas with Roy Einhorn. Hurlbut Church sanc-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). Marion Lawrance Room gramed by the Department of special guest Theo Lawrence. tuary. Kiddush luncheon to follow
Hall of Missions 12:15 “Challah Baking — Miriam Gurary Religion and IDEA Office). Christian Amphitheater 11:00 (11-3) CWC Tent Sale & Silent
8:15 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church Challah Baking Series.” Rabbi Science House. 10 Center 8:00 Cinema Film Screening. “One Auction. CWC Tent. 30 South Lake
Sanctuary. 21 Scott Zaiman Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad ~ 3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro- gﬁm‘: AﬁerAg_othe“ Fee. 12:15 Lunch 'n’ Learn - “Ethics of Our
8:30 Movement and Meditation Jewish House. 23 Vincent gramed by the Department of alltatiqua Linema Fathers.” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin.
FRIDAY with Monte Thompson. Hall of 12:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. Religion and IDEA Office). 9:15  Popcorn on the Porch (post-Amp Zigdon Chabad Jewish House. 23
JULY 24 Philosophy Grove (Programmed by the Department of Episcopal Cottage program) UM House porch Vincent
8:55 Chautauqua Prays for Peace Religion and IDEA Office). Lutheran 3:30 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro- 10:00 T!lEATER. Conservatory Improv  1.09 (1_5) Exhibitions open. Fowl-
through Compassion. Hall of House gramed by the Department of Re- Night! Fee. Roe Green Theater er-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl Art
Philosophy Grove 12:30 Quaker Voluntary Service. Jonny ligion and IDEA Office). Unitarian Center Center
6:00 (6-7) §unrlsg Paddle - Kayak/SUP. 9:00 Jack's Nature Walk. Jack Gulvin, C_ostgelo and Cla_ra Fuehler with Universalist Fellowship 2:00 THEATER. FutureNow New Play
Fee. Sign up in advance at 716-357- naturalist. Smith Wilkes Hall lakeside Liz Nicholson, Friend of the Week 3:30 Islam 101. “Islam in America.” Lab 2: ERASERS: A Bloodthirsty
6281. Sports Club Waterfront patio (Chaplain). Quaker House. 28 Ames Khalid and Sabeeha Rehman. Hall Comedy. Fee. Roe Green Theater
7:00 (7-11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 9:15 ECUMENICAL COMMUNION 12:30 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim of Christ Sanctuary Center
Massey and Miller SERVICE. The Rev. Katie Prayer. V|_S|tort|r11t.g);|uctlorll-laltl1?:30 3:30 Masters Series Masterclass: A 3:00 Contemporary Issues Forum: Pedro
7:00  (7—9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin Campbell-Morrison, homilist. Hall gr:" f‘j;“"c‘i attfop.m. halo Dialogue with Rainn Wilson. Fee. Reis (Programmed by Chautaugua
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center of Philosophy _”S ) anc u-ary Norton Hall Women'’s Club). Hall of Philosophy
7.45 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 915 (9:15-10:15) Jewish Discussions. 20 L] ‘grﬁ't'r:"v\:f&i'ﬂ':"_ AndréW - 4:00 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee. 4:00 THEATER. Best for Baby. Fee.
Meditation Program. Bhante “Jewish Mysticism & Philosophy.” _' _ o Bratton Theater SATURDAY Followed by LGBTQ+ and Friends
Chipamong Chowdhury, Theravada Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 12:45 Catholic _Semmar. “Faith in Ac_tloq: 5:00 (5-6) Hebrew Congregation JULY 25 reception. Bratton Theater
Buddhism/Mindfulness Meditation. Chabad Jewish House. 23 Vincent ﬁiﬁ%ﬂ"ﬁ:&g ézn(ig’::s'ls:g‘:;ﬁﬁ; “Kabbalat Shabbat: Welcoming 5:00 Catholic Mass. Hall of Philosophy
Presbyterian House 10:00 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian tion.” Ziad Al Achkar, PhD. UM House the Shabba.t” service. Led by 5:30 Cinema Film Screening. “Arco.”
House Chapel. 14 Pratt ggr;]tor J‘:\;’_'“S“f;'" E"d palntortBoy Fee. Chautauqua Cinema
. ; ; ; inhorn. Miller Park (rain location .
P t 10:15 Service of Blessing and Healing. .0 orooc qont Talk with Jon Smith Wilkes Hall If( the weather /12 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 6:00 THEATER. FutureNow New Play
ontoon UCC Randell Chapel Schmitz, Oliver Archives Center ' questionable, call 716-742- Meditation Program. Centering Lab 2: ERASERS: A Bloodthirsty
10:15 Coffee/Tea on the UM House Porch 1:.00 English Lawn Bowling. Free tips 2228 for information on service zfr?:”rov::)ttharol McKiernan. Hall gomedy. Fee. Roe Green Theater
10:45 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 1-1:15. Stay and play for $12. Bowl- location phy enter
Ral_nn Wilson. Amphitheater and ing Green 5:00 (5-8) Men’s Softball League. 9:00 (9-11) Food Rescue. Donate 6:30 LGBTQ+ and Friends receptlon.fol-
online 1:15 Docent Tours of Alumni and Sharpe Field your non-perishable tems to lowing CTC's Best for Baby. African
. _ - ' - help us reduce waste and feed American Heritage House, 40 Scott
Rentals Sa|eS Sel'Vlce 11:00 ::ﬂ |5) EKX'IIIIme:tsCopfn.& Strohl Pioneer Halls. 50 Wythe 5:30 Cinema Film Screening. “Arco.” communities in need. Turner _ . .
Dockage, Storage, and onier 1 elo0g ArLCenter & SON 2:00 _THEATER. FutureNow New Play Fee. Chautaugua Cinema Community Center 6:30 Pre-Concert Locture with David
g g An Conter Lab 2: ERASERS: A Bloodthirsty .,y (67:15) Hebrew Congregation 9:30 (9:30-10:25) Hebrew Congre Lew. Hultauist 101
Showroom 11:30 g e1 stso(:; ::2) Chabad Kosher Tent. gontredy. Fee. Roe Green Theater Shabbat'zza. Post-service pizza gation Torah study. “Today’s 6:45 OPERA. Opera Invasion. Hultquist
We_pu.mp enter picnic. Miller Park (rain location Torah for Today’s Times.” Led by Porch
12:00 OP_EHA. Chautauqu_a Opera_ ) 2:00 The 2026 Chautauqua Prize Smith Wilkes Hall). We supply Cantor Jodi Sufrin and Cantor Roy ~ 8:00 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL Chau-
Non Ethanol Fuel Guild: Annual Meeting & Picnic. Presentation of Flashlight by pizza! Bring your own beverage Einhorn. Lower level of Hurlbut tauqua Symphony Orchestra.
O 7 d k Norton Hall Susan Choi. Hall of Ph||030phy. and a side dish or dessert to share Church Carmina Burana. Rossen Milanov‘
p en a,y Sa W.ee 12:00 (12-2) Flea Boutique. Behind the 2:30 “Do Palestinians Exist?” Hussam 6:15 Chautaugua Choir Rehearsal. 10:00 (10-12) “Shabbat Service and Torah Conductor. Amphitheater
Chautauqua Marina Colonnade Abdul. UM House Chapel Fletcher Music Hall Reading” Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. * Carl Orff: Carmina Burana
716.753.3913 6:30 “Community Shabbat Dinner.” RSVP \Zl:ggg;‘tc"abad Jewish House. 23 4,09 Ginema Film Screening. “One Bat-
104 W. Lake RD (Rt 394),Mayvi||e, N.Y required. Zigdon Chabad Jewish tle After Another.” Fee. Chautauqua
: : L (13 H M House. 23 Vincent 10:30 (10:30-11:45) Hebrew Congrega- Cinema
Y But godliness with use. 2311 |
Air Conditioned
CHAUTAGGUA contentment is great KIKILU HOUSE OF STYLE
= —— CONCIERGE STYLING SERVICES ——
CINEMRA gain. For we brought N et A
nothing into the ever Let Age
s 530 Define Your Style®
world, and we can
nR‘ o ta ke n oth i n g out of Luxury styling. Thoughtfully curated. Exclusively you.
. . PERSONAL STYLING | WARDROBE CURATION ‘ EVENT STYLING
Blllldlllg It. B ut If we h ave Dressed for the life you lead. Less closet. More clarity. Show up unforgettable.
- 7/24 8:00 . Ondthte‘ food and clothing AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE « UTMOST DISCRETION
IIHE BATTLE pundation )
- GIFT CONCIERGE
AHER We WI II be co nte nt I% Thoughefully curared. Beautifully given.
. ” -
Wlth th at' Kimberly Anderson | KIKILUHOUSEOFSTYLECOM | 513.407.0378 | kimberly@kikiluhouseofstyle.com
1Ti th 6:6-8 CSO « CHIEF STYLE OFFICER
1mo U™ Chautauqua Lake has been part of my story for decades. I'm delighted to now become a small part of yours.

48 SOUTH LAKE - CHQ

=

Exceptlonal South End CHQ LAKE home w/
private dock membership & parking!
Wraparound porches, charming sleeping

porch, and beautiful LAKE views.

SHARE YOUR

FEEDBACK

] Mostly furnished. Scan the QR code
= B SES= & 5 BDRMS plus a bonus room/2 full BATHS. below and let us know
= e e == —_— £ how The Chautauguan
e R ;ﬁ_’ﬁ;ﬂ $2,690,000 - MLS# R1637536 Daily is doing! Your input

will help inform decisions

4028 WEST LAKE RD
Custom LAKEFRONT estate w/
6 BDRMS, 5.5 BATHS,
5 Bedroom Suites, Elevator
150 ft. lake frontage w/panoramic views,
incredible decks & porches and an outdoor
kitchen, fabulous dock, 4.2 acres, &

~ maintenance barn, Offered mostly furnished.
1 2 miles from CHQ.

$3,200,000 — MLS# R1676734

Karen Goodell @

Lic. R.E. Assoc. Broker

Direct: (917) 670-1900
_ KarenGoodell2@gmail.com
L - www.karengoodell.com

Tena Dills | Karen Goodell | Nickcole Garcia |Ejl chq.properties Q chq.propertieswithKaren Q chq.properties m Karen Goodell

made for the 2027
Chautauqua Summer
Season and beyond.

2N Team VP

RE&L ESTATE

chy.propertics
with Narea Goodell
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