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Groban to sing cinematic and theatrical favorites with CSO

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

The past decade has been 
quite busy for Miles Yu. 
During the first Trump ad-
ministration, he served as 
principal China policy ad-
visor under Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo. Since 
then, he has held positions 
at think tanks across the 
country, such as director 
of the China Center at the 
Hudson Institute and vis-
iting fellow at the Hoover 
Institution. In addition to 
these roles, Yu has taught 
military history and mod-
ern China at the U.S. Naval 
Academy for 32 years.

“My job is to basical-
ly force [my students] to 
think globally and to real-
ize the vital mission they 
will be carrying on once 
they graduate from the 
academy,” Yu said. “That 
forced me to focus on 
… geopolitical strategy 
globally, because the U.S.  
Navy is the most glob-
ally oriented service of  
America’s military.” 

At 10:45 a.m. today, Yu 
will trade his collegiate 
lecture hall for the Amphi-
theater stage as he engages 
Chautauquans in anoth-
er morning lecture on the 
week’s theme of “Global 
Power and Our Evolving In-
ternational Order.”

YU

Historian Yu 
to discuss US 
international 
influence

LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

Wes Granberg-Michael-
son, who has led an active 
life in political and ecu-
menical work, is inter-
ested in how religion can 
offer a functional role in 
its application to peaceful 
and inclusive communities  
and institutions.

He will deliver a lecture 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall of 
Philosophy about his reflec-
tions on how practices of 
one’s inward spiritual jour-
ney relate to one’s outward 
action — something Gran-
berg-Michaelson said he has 
spent a lot of time trying to 
figure out.

“That’s probably been the 
most important theme in 
what I’ve tried to contrib-
ute,” he said.

Granberg-Michaelson ex-
plained that his perspective 
draws on his practical back-
ground in policymaking.

From 1994 to 2011, Gran-
berg-Michaelson served as 
general secretary of the Re-
formed Church in America. 
He currently works as an 
author, contributing editor 
to Sojourners magazine and 
board member for both the 
Global Christian Forum and 
Church Innovations.

In his lecture, Gran-
berg-Michaelson said he 

speaks from a Christian tra-
dition, but said he has long-
time experience engaging 
with interfaith issues. “Many 
of the things I say, I try to 
relate to other religious tra-
ditions as well,” he said.

Granberg-Michaelson 
said his lecture will explore 
four questions related to 
Week Seven’s Interfaith Lec-
ture Series theme: “Religion, 
Power and the Moral Stakes 
of a Changing Global Order.”

The first is “What’s the 
indispensable contribution 
which religion can make 
to a moral foundation for 
a changing global order?” 
which he joked is “just a 

small, minor matter.”
The second, he said, is 

“Where and how has reli-
gion impacted this contem-
porary evolution of global 
politics, both positively and 
negatively?”

The third is “What future 
places, which now may be 
off the public radar, might 
we look to for the impact of 

religion on global develop-
ments?” Fourth and finally, 
he will address, “What prac-
tices should religious com-
munities cultivate to nur-
ture the contribution which 
they can make to the moral 
foundations of a changing 
global order?”

Granberg-Michaelson to explore impact of spirituality on community action 

GRANBERG-MICHAELSON

See INTERFAITH, Page 4

‘Close their eyes and let the curtains open’

See YU, Page 4

ROCCO PRIOLETTI
STAFF WRITER

For Josh Groban, singing along-
side a symphony orchestra is like 
“riding a wave.” 

“To be up there, to feel the power 
of these incredible musicians, and the 
greatest in the world, really playing to 
the fullest the arrangements … That’s a 
luxury, and that’s something that I know 
that the audiences in these venues don’t 
take for granted when they get to visit 
their orchestras every day of the sum-
mer,” Groban said. “But, I certainly don’t 
take it for granted as a singer either 
when I get to be up there and feel the 
weight of that behind me.”

Groban first performed with a sym-
phony orchestra when he was 16 years 
old during an inauguration concert at 
the ARCO Arena in Sacramento, Cal-
ifornia, held for the state’s former  
Gov. Gray Davis.

“That was the first thing that (music 
producer) David Foster ever asked me 

to sing at. Ever! And it was in an arena 
with a full orchestra, conducted by the 
great Bill Ross,” Groban said. “It was the 
song, ‘All I Ask of You,’ from Phantom of 
the Opera, because somebody else had 
backed out and he needed a student that 
could do it quickly.”

The singer will be spotlighted 

yet again, performing an orches-
tra-backed rendition of “All I Ask of 
You” nearly 30 years later on Chau-
tauqua Institution’s Amphitheater 
stage. This full-circle moment acts as 
a driving force behind the song, re-
calling the influence that performing 
as a teenager in his bedroom held. 

“In this world we’re in, where things 
are moving so quickly and there are so 
many distractions, these songs really  
recenter me in a way,” Groban said.

At 8 p.m. tonight, the Chautauqua 
Symphony Orchestra will accompany 
Groban in the Amphitheater for an eve-
ning of cinematic and theatrical favor-
ites. The pieces that comprise “Stage, 
Screen and Symphony” invigorate a 
sense of familiarity for Groban. He re-
membered watching “Casablanca” for 
the first time, hearing “As Time Goes 
By,” and collaborating with his father 
on his album rendition of “Moon River,” 
a song Groban grew up with.

GROBAN

See GROBAN, Page 4

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Music Director Rossen Milanov, performs “Also sprach Zarathustra” during the CSO’s “Sounds of 
Strauss” performance July 30 in the Amphitheater.

How do you nurture resources inwardly?”
—WES GRANBERG-MICHAELSON

Former General Secretary of the Reformed Church in America
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T H E A T E R

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

At 2 p.m. today, a garden 
of music stands will be-
come the Forest of Arden in 
Chautauqua Theater Com-
pany’s final New Play Work-
shop of the summer. As You 
Like It follows the banished 
Rosalind as she flees to the 
woods, disguises herself 
as a young man and puts 
the affection of her star-
crossed lover to the test. 
To accompany the ensuing 
chaos, Bandits on the Run 
composed almost a doz-
en songs for one of Shake-
speare’s classic comedies. 

The musical adaptation 
of As You Like It began as 
Peter Andersen’s gradu-
ate school thesis project at 
Carnegie Mellon University 
about five years ago.

“[Carnegie Mellon] has 
maybe the best musi-
cal theater school in the 
country, so I was like, ‘I’m 
not going to leave and not 
have the actors I work with 
sing,’ but my background is 
in Shakespeare; I do most-
ly Shakespeare and so I 
thought this was a really 
nice challenge for me,” An-
dersen, director of As You 
Like It, said. “I’ve always 
had Bandits [on the Run] 
in the back of my mind for 
this play since we met … 
because their music is so 
folksy and whimsical, and 
they all are actors. They all 
have a theater background, 
so they get what it needs.”

After a few years of work-
shopping the project with 
Andersen, Bandits on the 
Run came to Chautauqua in 
2025 for an unrelated con-
cert in the Amphitheater. 

“We’ve started doing this 
thing in our sets recently 
where we’ll play a few songs 
that we’re writing for mu-
sicals,” Sydney Shepherd, 
one of the band members, 
said. “… We thought, for 
a more theatrical setting 
like this, it’d be fun to play 
some songs for musicals 
that we’re writing … A cou-
ple months after that, we 
got an email from the the-
atrical side of Chautauqua, 
and they were like, ‘So, tell 
us more about this As You 
Like It show.’”

After returning to the 
Amp for a Sunday after-
noon performance, Bandits 
on the Run spent the week 
continuing to develop the 
musical adaptation of As 
You Like It alongside An-
dersen and performers in 
the Acting Conservatory.

“We’re really interested 
in presence over prepara-
tion,” Shepherd said. “We 
are preparing, but there’s 
something about getting 
into a room with all of these 
new personalities and tal-
ents and just seeing what 
emerges. I know some of 
these people play instru-
ments, so maybe we’ll have 
some of them do that. We’re 
just really looking forward 
… to [having] the resources 
and people and time to play 
around and see what we can 
discover about these songs.” 

Although many of the 
workshop’s songs were 
written by Bandits on the 
Run, the Bard had already 
set the folk trio up with a 
strong foundation on which 
to build. 

“It’s [Shakespeare’s] 
most musical play, so it al-
ready has six songs built 
into it,” Andersen said. “In 
the first draft, we add-
ed an additional five, and 
now we’ve already got two 
or three more since we’ve 
been here at Chautauqua, 
so it’s ever-growing … It’s 
about people falling in love 
and figuring out who they 
are, and so music just re-
ally suits that expression. 
I’d also say it’s about peo-
ple who leave a city envi-
ronment and go into the 
woods, so finding that 

folksy quality to it also sup-
ports the play.”

As You Like It is not only 
particularly adept for the 
addition of musical num-
bers, but Shakespeare’s 
writing also inherently 
lends itself to musicality. 

“So much of Shake-
speare’s text is already in 
a rhythm,” Shepherd said. 
“The way he writes in iam-
bic pentameter … is already 
a musical rhythm structure, 
so it’s fun to play around 
with … We’ve had a lot of 
freedom with taking certain 
lines and making them into 
choruses and making them 
feel a little more like a mod-
ern pop song than a poem, 
but the structure is really 
exciting because it’s some 
of the coolest language to 
use and … put more of our 
modern spin on it.” 

By modernizing a cen-
turies-old script, members 
of CTC are still able to fo-
cus on their passions for 
developing new work. Sa-
vanha Moore has been able 
to exercise her skills in new 
work development as an 

assistant stage manager at 
CTC for the past two sea-
sons, and is now serving as 
the stage manager for As 
You Like It. 

“This cut very much feels 
like a new work to me,” 
Moore said. “It’s been short-
ened, some things have been 
truncated, but also Bandits 
on the Run have come in 
… so while it is an old play 
and an adaptation, I think 
it completely is a new work, 
and that’s how we’re going 
to approach the process.” 

CTC Producing Artistic 
Director Jade King Carroll 
is also looking forward to 
bringing a fusion of new 
and old work to Chautau-
quans, who can experience 
the workshop in Bratton 
Theater until Aug. 15. 

“I fell in love with Chau-
tauqua through Shake-
speare and directing The 
Tempest here, and it’s such 
a joy to be ending the sea-
son … with a classical text 
with all of our Conserva-
tory in celebration of love 
and classic theater,” King 
Carroll said.

EVENT TITLE / SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION

PEO 
Reunion

BYO Lunch on the 
porch Today Noon Sharon Thawley, 22 Vincent 

on the Brick Walk
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Musical adaptation of ‘As You Like It’ 
to close season of New Play Workshops

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The cast of Chautauqua Theater Company’s New Play Workshop production As You Like It participate in a table reading Monday in Roe 
Green Theater Center.

Above, CTC Guest Actor Zo 
Tipp, in the role of Jaques, 
rehearses during the table 
reading. At right, Bandits on the 
Run’s Adrian Blake Enscoe plays 
guitar while workshopping the 
musical adaptation.

Amphitheater water bottle guidelines 
Personal water bottles of all types are welcome at all 
events. On concessions nights, including Josh Groban’s 
performance with the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra 
tonight, bottles must be empty when entering through 
the security perimeter, but may be refilled at water sta-
tions or with purchased water inside the Amphitheater.

This requirement helps Chautauqua comply with New 
York State Liquor Authority regulations and protect its 
liquor license. Opaque bottles and bottles with large 
openings may also be subject to additional screening 
at any event. We understand that being asked to empty 
your water bottle before entering the Amphitheater can 
be inconvenient, and we appreciate your partnership as 
we pilot this new offering at Chautauqua. 

CLSC Class of 2024
Class members are invited to a Porch Chat from 5 to 
6 p.m. today at the Episcopal Cottage (24 Peck on the 
Brick Walk). Kim and Dave Meyers have volunteered as 
hosts. Come prepared to share a bit about a favorite 
book. Light snacks will be provided.

Softball news
Chautauqua Softball League will host a kids’ (ages 5–13) 
pickup game at 4:15 p.m. today at Sharpe Field. Extra 
gloves are available. Contact carriezachry@gmail.com 
for more information.

Library news
At noon today at Smith Memorial Library, join Friends 
of Chautauqua Writers’ Center on the porch for “Locals 
at The Library!” featuring authors T. F. Herr (The Lost 
Gold of Chautauqua), Judy Shuler (The Nazi’s Daughter) 
and Deborah Madar (Boulder Point).

Sackeyfio to facilitate end-of-week discussion as 
part of Miami partnership
At 12:30 p.m. Friday in Smith Wilkes Hall, Naabor-
le Sackeyfio will facilitate a Post-Lecture Discussion 
to help attendees unpack Week Seven’s lectures and 
programs. Sackeyfio teaches courses on global and in-
tercultural studies; international studies; and African 
governance and development at Miami University of 
Ohio. She is a 2026 Miami-Chautauqua Faculty Fellow.

THE CHQ DAILY

Follow the 
2026 Daily 
staff as we 
document 
our season on Instagram:
@chqdaily

chqdaily.com



LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

At 2 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Hall of Philosophy, Naaborle 
Sackeyfio spoke about how 
religion and spiritual tradi-
tion can shape responses to 
human rights, migration and 
climate change.

She said understanding 
human interconnectedness 
through this tradition can 
“give us the moral courage 
to act with compassion … 
through reimagined dia-
logue that moves us those 
12 inches from the mind to 
the heart.”

In her first of three 
points, she said, “Obser-
vations on human rights, 
migration and climate 
change require a new ap-
proach that centers in-
ner development goals 
— a matter of collective 
wellbeing for which faith 
and spiritual tradition are 
well-tailored to address.” 
Within this point, she ex-
plained how “inner devel-
opment goals” can support  
sustainable transformation.

For her second point, she 
said each of these three 
challenges result from for-
getting intrinsic human 
nature. Her third point ar-
ticulated the need to lessen 
global dissonance through 
dignity-based frameworks, 
which she said come from 

humans remembering “our 
individual and collective 
energy currency.”

She explained how the 
plurality of views she was 
introduced to in West Afri-
ca laid the groundwork for 
her beliefs and scholarship; 
although not religious, she 
has identified a role for re-
ligion in combatting con-
temporary challenges.

“It is alarming to see what 
appears to be the crumbling 
framework of global norms 
and respect for human 
rights,” she said.

Individualistic ideas pre-
vent an understanding of 
human interconnectedness, 
she said, and because hu-
mans are responsible for 
others’ welfare, she began 
using a framework centered 
on “using inner develop-
ment to power outer change 
and transformation.”

According to Sackeyfio, 
“embodiment” provides a 
starting point to approach-
ing social and spiritual di-
vides within humanitarian 
and ecological issues.

She related these issues to 
authoritarianism, crimes of 
international law, repression 
of protests, mass deportation 
of refugees, racial discrimi-
nation and displacement of 
people across borders.

She said policy has ac-

celerated the “doomsday 
clock,” and the need for a 
changed approach is dire.

“Let’s return to human 
rights,” she said. She pointed 
to areas of incongruity and 
imperfections that inhib-
it progress and pose some 
challenges, but affirmed her 
view that the global frame-
work of human rights is 
worth upholding.

“Because human rights, 
migration and climate 
change, broadly speaking, 
are in fact human security 
problems, they really have 
to do with our collective 
well-being,” she said.

In thinking of Earth as 
“an international com-
munity,” she asked how to 
navigate rights, responsi-
bilities and protections she 
said are necessary.

“Faith and spiritual worl-
dviews matter because they 
offer belief systems that re-
mind us of what’s sacred,” 
Sackeyfio said.

She pointed to examples 
of faith-based networks that 
met needs by acting from 
values of hospitality and ref-
uge across faith traditions 
and emphasized dialogue as 
a driver of peace when it is 
“embodied” by these values.

“Recognizing our energy 
currency, recognizing in-
ner development goals and 

recognizing the potential 
for citizen action, citizen di-
plomacy, requires embodied 
approaches that move from 
the macro to the micro and 
in between,” Sackeyfio said.

She emphasized the 
importance of achieving 
progress through human-
ization, and said forgetting 
humans’ state of “interbe-
ing” deepens fractures in 
global frameworks.

“All faiths and religions 
have pathways that point to 
something inner — to the sa-
cred in us that we can bring 
out to deal with the present 
moment,” she said.

Sackeyfio questioned 
human responsibility in 
a modern life “organized 
around extraction” and not-
ed the timeless challenge in 
finding “balance between 
what we take from the bio-
sphere and what we leave 
for our descendants.”

“In our vast chain of exis-
tence is this beautiful chain of 
reciprocity of giving that ev-
erything around us is life-giv-
ing, life-affirming, yet we cre-
ate death worlds,” she said.

She said bridging intel-
lect and heart is part of the 
promise of faith and spiritu-
al tradition, which is neces-
sary to support “a flourishing 
planet in which we respect 
the dignity of all persons.”

“How do we ensure that 
justice isn’t occurring at 
a distance?” she asked, 
pointing to the contempo-
rary challenges that some 
audiences may be detached 

from. Sackeyfio said part 
of the hope that faith and 
spiritual tradition can offer 
is “tools for individual and 
collective engineering for 
outer change.”
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L E C T U R E

A free, 90-minute skill-building 
workshop. Learn skills that foster 
belonging at Chautauqua and beyond.

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 

Registration encouraged.  
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

Creating an  
Inclusive Chautauqua

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 

ARIANNA NEVAREZ
STAFF WRITER

Though he grew up in the 
United Kingdom, Robert 
Chatterton Dickson spent 
his childhood admiring the 
United States; he watched 
the moon landing and Pres-
ident Richard Nixon’s resig-
nation speech, which he said 
was a recognition of both the 
Watergate crisis and the re-
silience of U.S. institutions.

Dickson, an internation-
al affairs consultant and a 
former senior member of 
the British Diplomatic Ser-
vice, said the United States 
shaped his life in a positive 
way. He began to better un-
derstand the country when 
he later served in the British 
Embassy in the late 1990s 
and saw the transatlantic 
partnership in day-to-day 
bureaucratic action.

At 10:45 a.m. Wednesday 
in the Amphitheater, Dick-
son shared his experiences 
working with the U.S., the 
impact of the country’s un-
predictability on interna-
tional affairs and Europe’s 
next moves in current con-
texts. During the lecture, 
he spoke in a strictly per-
sonal capacity.

While working in the 
British Embassy, Dickson 
said he observed “pretty 
good years” for both the U.S. 
and the U.K., characterized 
by a growing economy, the 
end of the Cold War and 
traditional bilateral defense 
and intelligence ties that re-
mained strong.

Following that experi-
ence, Dickson served as 
consul general in Chicago, 
where he was responsible 
for representing the U.K. 
across 13 of the Western 
states. He described Chi-
cago as vibrant, and as he 
traveled, he saw “pockets 
of optimism throughout the 

Midwest.” Though he saw 
this hope, Dickson also no-
ticed more polarized politics 
compared to what he saw in 
the 1990s.

“There was a new sense 
… that traditional politics 
wasn’t really working, or 
people didn’t think it was 
working in delivering bet-
ter lives for them,” Dickson 
said. “That was the subject 
of much anguished debate 
among the politicians, the 
governors, the congressmen, 
the newspaper editors who I 
met, and I have to say these 
experiences over many years 
have shaped our scenes in 
the United States, both per-
sonally and professionally.”

With 36 years of British 
diplomatic experience, Dick-
son shared three examples of 
how he now forms his view on 
the United States as a Briton.

The United States is “an 
indispensable nation” and has 
an “incredible effectiveness” 
on the international scale, 
Dickson said. When Bosnia 
descended into civil war, the 
U.S. initially stayed out of the 
conflict. In late 1995, Dickson 
said Washington, D.C. “lost 
patience,” so Richard Hol-
brooke and his colleagues 
“delivered at Dayton a mas-
terclass in political persua-
sion backed by hard power.”

He said they resolved 
this conflict in a way no 
other country in the United 
Nations could.

“As a young diplomat, I 
could only admire the scale 
of the U.S. military resourc-
es, political resources and 
the discipline and care with 
which they are applied to 
well-defined and achievable 
objectives,” Dickson said. 
“That seemed to me to be 
a remarkable example of 
statecraft … in action.”

Dickson also said he has 
noticed “strong” U.S. power 

has been amplified by be-
ing grounded “in alliances, 
universal values and its own 
democratic traditions.” He 
said he saw this firsthand in 
North Macedonia. There, he 
worked with American and 
international colleagues to 
strengthen peace by offer-
ing the country a place in the 
international system while 
trying to promote free elec-
tions and curb the issue of 
killings by the police.

While experiencing ex-
tremism in the post 9/11 
world, Dickson said U.S. 
power, statecraft and ideal-
ism have still had their limits. 
Following 9/11, the U.K. came 
to the U.S.’s aid and suffered 
casualties in Afghanistan. He 
said the lessons he learned 
lay in the political aftermath, 
when the “overwhelming 
military superiority did not 
translate automatically into a 
successful outcome.”

Despite the sacrifices 
made by American and Brit-
ish allies, Dickson said they 
were unable to create a sus-
tainable government from 
the bottom up, and their 
ability to engage Afghans on 
the ground was increasing-
ly halted by Taliban attacks 
and security restrictions.

Overall, Dickson said Af-
ghanistan still faces a “rev-
eling humanitarian disas-
ter,” which has worsened 
due to cuts in international 
aid. He said the biggest les-
son he learned in all of this 
was honesty.

“I think we were almost 
willfully blind to the realities 
that we weren’t winning,” 
Dickson said. “The Taliban 
were winning, we hadn’t 
brought the Afghan people 
with us and we were set on 
a course to failure. … The 
biggest single lesson for Af-
ghanistan is the importance 
in confronting the world to 

deal with it as it is and not 
deal with it as we might want 
it to be.”

From the other side of the 
Atlantic, Dickson said that 
with the U.S.’s help, Europe 
rebuilt itself and is thriving 
following the world wars 
with great education op-
tions, healthcare and “an 
enduring social contract.” 
Yet, he said, the continent is 
feeling the weight of the cli-
mate crisis through worse-
than-ever wildfires and a 
summer that is on course to 
be the hottest on record. 

The U.K. has also had de-
mographic issues, accord-
ing to Dickson. He said they 
need more young people to 
work, but people aren’t hav-
ing enough children to fill 
these gaps. He also brought 
up technology as a challenge 
that is intensifying interna-
tional competition. 

“These issues are too big 
for any one nation, even the 
United States, to solve on its 
own, but they’re hitting us at a 
time when the old U.N.-based 
mechanisms for solving com-
mon problems have, as Kevin 
Rudd said, almost flailed away 

as practical problem-solving 
methods,” Dickson said. 

To add to the challeng-
ing times, Dickson said in-
ternational affairs have also 
affected Europe. From Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022 to China 
dominating the same ex-
ports Europe focuses on, he 
said there is “plenty for Eu-
rope to worry about.”

In Europe, the “shock” of 
the U.S.’s unpredictability 
is “profound,” according to 
Dickson. He said the U.S. is 
now approaching NATO in 
a transactional way and has 
threatened Greenland, a close 
ally. He said it has become an 
“incredibly uncomfortable 
position” where the bonds of 
trust have diminished.

“As Europeans, we know 
that we no longer live in a 
world where our security is 
underwritten by Article 5 
of the Washington Treaty,” 
Dickson said. 

With Europe and the U.S.’s 
relationship shifting, Dick-
son said the whole conti-
nent of Europe must revive 
its economy, equip itself in 
preparation for “a more dan-

gerous world” and rebuild 
democratic self-confidence. 
Though they need to build on 
their own, Dickson said the 
complementary strengths of 
“America’s dynamism” and 
“Europe’s steadiness” can 
create something neither 
continent can do alone. 

Even when things look 
difficult, there is still a pos-
sibility of renewal due to 
the free election process, 
Dickson said. In this pro-
cess, diplomats are needed 
to create this new future 
and “lasting peace,” accord-
ing to Dickson. Though the 
issues at the international 
scale seem daunting, he said 
the challenges won’t seem 
impossible if there are dip-
lomats ready to step up. 

“We’ve got hard work 
ahead, but it’s not hopeless. 
This doesn’t have to be a 
winner-take-all world. The 
advantage is strongest when 
both shores stand together, 
and when strength is under-
pinned by diplomacy,” Dick-
son said. “And I would argue 
that that is profoundly in our 
shared interest.”

Dickson examines personal experience with US, relationship with Europe

Sackeyfio explores religion as solution to connect intellect, heart

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Robert Chatterton Dickson, former senior member of the British Diplomatic Service, shares his per-
spective on the current state of the international world order Wednesday in the Amphitheater. 

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Miami University Global and Intercultural Studies Professor 
Naaborle Sackeyfio speaks about human interconnectedness 
through spiritual tradition Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy.
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“There’s such a nostalgia to 
this music. I think that one 
of the reasons why we chose 
some of these songs is that 
sense of smell, that saying, 
like when you open up a 
book and smell it — it brings 
you back to your childhood. 
That feeling is there for a lot 
of these songs,” Groban said. 

In contrast to the 
“fragmented” landscape 
of contemporary music 
business, which sees lis-
teners consuming songs 
as short bits, Groban ap-
proached the show with a  
cinematic perspective.

“We wanted to invite 
people the same way they 
would at a movie theater — 
close their eyes and let the 
curtains open and kind of go 
into that MGM kind of es-
capism that we all remem-
ber,” Groban said.

“Stage, Screen and Sym-
phony” succeeds Groban’s 
latest record, CINEMATIC 
— a love letter to the mu-
sic that allows the silver 
screen to come alive. Gro-

ban grew up with a deep 
admiration for film com-
posers like John Williams, 
Michael Kamen and James 
Horner. Likewise, he res-
onated with the inclusion 
of pop music in films like 
“Moulin Rouge!,” “Romeo 
and Juliet” and “The Body-
guard” growing up. 
“You mute the film and 

you realize just how vital 
their compositions are to 
the emotions that come 
out of these films,” Gro-
ban said, broadening the 
scope from the cinema and 
into the living room with 
TV.  “… Cartoons are what 
got me interested in clas-
sical music. … It’s a side 
door to appreciating the  
style of music.”

Whether onstage or in 
the recording studio, cre-
ating renditions of such 
beloved songs can prompt 
challenges, Groban said; for 
instance, a fine balance is 
needed when adhering to a 
composer’s original inten-
tions while simultaneously 
imbuing the artist’s individ-
ual personality into it. 

“It’s daunting, and it’s one 

of the reasons why it took 
me 25 years because it’s 
actually scarier in a lot of 
ways than putting your own 
things out there, because 
the songs are so iconic and 
you really want to treat 
them well,” Groban said.

Collaboration is an es-
sential component to the 
work; he listed producer 
Greg Wells and the arrang-
ers, who Groban called the 
“unsung heroes of these 
projects,” as being for-
mative to achieving the  
final product.

“By the time you’re stand-
ing in the studio with 80 
musicians behind (you), 
you’ve got something that 
you feel, hopefully, balanc-
es that world,” Groban said. 
“But, it’s a tightrope, and 
it’s a trust fall. That’s why 
when it all starts to come 
out of the speakers the way 
you want, it feels like a small 
miracle. But it’s really what 
we tried to do.”

Groban noted his ex-
citement for Chautauquans 
to experience the various 
surprises, duets and col-
laborations “Stage, Screen 

and Symphony” has to offer. 
“Skyfall” is a piece that he is 
particularly excited to share 
with audiences.

“I almost feel like it was 
recorded to sing live. It is 
so epic, and it really rep-
resents just the size and 
scope of what that orchestra 
can accomplish; we’re going 
to have a full choir on it as 
well,” Groban said. “… It’s 
going to be a really special 
night of full-circle and new 
interpretations of stuff that 
I’ve loved for a long time.”

Groban shared his ex-
citement about coming to 
the Amphitheater. 
“I’m just so excited to be 

at this amazing venue under 

the stars. I mean, I love the 
natural component of where 
these great amphitheaters 
are,” Groban said. “And to be 

honest, it makes me feel like 
I’m going to camp. It’s a lot of 
fun. [I’m] looking forward to 
seeing everybody.”

Granberg-Michaelson’s per-
spective blends an emphasis 
on a committed local com-
munity with national policy 
and global order.

“I actually spent 10 years 
watching and being pretty 
involved in the process of 
policy making, particular-
ly during the Vietnam War 
… and also around nuclear 
disarmament.” From 1968 to 
1976, he said he worked in 
the U.S. Senate for former 
Sen. Mark Hatfield. 

He also worked with the 
World Council of Church-
es, which he said consisted 
of traveling to international 
conferences and witnessing 
how the church is trying to 
grapple with global issues in 
different places around the 
world. Granberg-Michaelson 
said this position included 
aiding churches in accom-
panying the climate change 
movement early in its devel-
opment around 1990.

“When I began at the 
World Council, they asked 

me to address the issues 
around what they called ‘in-
tegrity of creation.’ It was 
when environmental issues 
were just beginning to come 
onto the stage of religious 
communities,” he said. 

To guide thought around 
global politics and glob-
al order, he named what he 
thinks are “three compelling 
convictions that should be a 
part of the foundations that 
religion can bring.”

Number one, he said, is 
designating peacemaking 
as the center point of all en-
gagement. He said this means 
prioritizing peace over na-
tional self-interest and power.

The second role of reli-
gion, he said, is its ability 
to undermine nationalistic 
ideologies amid the “rising 
problem” of authoritarian 
nationalism being accentu-
ated around the world.

His third point relates to 
religion’s reinforcement of 
the intrinsic human value of 
human life.

“Any religious contribution 
should start by affirming the 
intrinsic value of every hu-
man life, and as that is the 
moral reference for judging 

international actions,” he said.
Granberg-Michaelson 

said his most recent book, 
The Soulwork of Justice: Four 
Movements of Contemplative 
Action, is devoted to trans-
ferring inward spirituality to 
external impact.

Off the beaten path of 
his professional biogra-
phy, he said other forma-
tive experiences for him 
include weeks living in a  
Trappist monastery.
“I was trying to figure out 

in the midst of a really busy, 
active life in politics and in 
ecumenical work, how do 
you nurture resources in-
wardly?” he said.

Granberg-Michaelson is 
now in what he called “an 
interesting final chapter in 
a strange career.” He and his 
wife, Kaarin Granberg-Mi-
chaelson, who are both or-
dained, have been local 
pastors for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
He said the small Lutheran 
church came to them needing 
help, and they have pastored 
there for almost two years.
He noted this is his first vis-

it to Chautauqua Institution.

“I assume many people 
who come to Chautauqua 
are in a state of high anxiety 
about where our nation is and 
where our world is, and what 
can they do, and what kind of 
activism should they engage 
in,” he said. In answering the 
first of the four questions, he 
said his call to action is “not 
saying ‘What do we do?,’ but 
‘Who are we called to be?’ 
and ‘How do we nurture the 
kinds of inner resources that 
are going to be necessary for 
the long haul?’”

“The impact of the Unit-
ed States on global affairs 
has been tremendous, and 
I think most Americans are 
not aware of that … specif-
ically the extent to which 
America is vital in global 
peace [and] the American 
economy is vital to global 
commerce, the extent to 
which American ideals are 
incredibly inspirational, 
exemplary and also subver-
sive to regimes that are the 

opposite of the model of 
governance in the United 
States,” Yu said.  

In addition to these 
themes, Yu’s lecture will 
explore how American citi-
zens and their government 
can use the nation’s influ-
ence for the greater inter-
national good.
“We have to really fig-

ure out what we can do to 
promote global peace and 
prosperity, [and] in the 
meantime, to avoid some 
of the pitfalls we have been 
doing in the past,” Yu said. 
“I think to understand the 

global dynamics is very im-
portant, so that is basically 
what I want to talk about, 
and mostly about the 
U.S.-China rivalry. I’ll talk 
about the nature of that, 
I’ll talk about how we place 
the U.S.-China dynamic in 
the historical pattern of 
American struggle for its 
voice and also for its global 
prominence, and why this 
rivalry is very unique and 
very daunting.” 

Yu’s career-long fascina-
tion with China dates back 
to his birth in the Anhui 
province and upbringing in 
Chongqing, a municipality 
in southwestern China. Yu 
said he grew up during the 
“most devastating period” 
of the People’s Republic of 
China and then gained a 
new perspective by mov-
ing to the U.S. during 
one of the country’s most  

polarizing presidencies.
“I came here during the 

Reagan years,” Yu said. “… I 
have firsthand experience 
of the two systems … and 
that gave me a very import-
ant advantage in formulat-
ing American policy when I 
served in the government ... 
I have a strong understand-
ing of Americans’ values 
and principles, and deeply 
appreciate them. I think, in 
contrast, many of my col-
leagues, either in academia 
or in government, under-
stand the area and the re-
gions or countries of their 
expertise … but they real-
ly do not have a very sol-
id understanding of their  
own country.” 

As a week of global con-
versation begins to wind 
down, Yu hopes to bring his 
historical mindset to the 
Institution and leave Chau-

tauquans thinking about 
their place in the geopoliti-
cal context of the world. 
“We should not just study 

geopolitics in contempo-
rary terms,” Yu said. “The 

most important thing is to 
study history, to put what 
we do today in a historical 
perspective, and then that 
will give us a sense of di-
rection and purpose.” 

There’s such a nostalgia to this music. I think that one of the reasons why we 
chose some of these songs is that sense of smell, that saying, like when you 
open up a book and smell it — it brings you back to your childhood. That feeling 
is there for a lot of these songs.”

—JOSH GROBAN
Singer

AMPHITHEATER CONCESSIONS
Beginning in the 2026 Season, concessions will be sold in the 
Amphitheater during select Evening Entertainment performances 
at the Odland Plaza Kiosk, including wine and beer. While food isn’t 
allowed inside the Amphitheater, alcohol and other drinks purchased at 
the Kiosk are permitted alongside water bottles, which must be empty 
upon entry. The Kiosk will begin selling concessions 60 minutes prior 
to the start of select performances.

August 13: Josh Groban & CSO

August 14: The Revivalists 

August 21: Renée Fleming with 
Béla Fleck

August 27: Kenny G

August 19: Tower of Power

September 10: Indigo Girls

SHARE  YOUR  FEEDBACK  ON 
THE  CHAUTAUQUAN  DAILY

Scan the QR code on 
the right and let us know 
how The Chautauquan 
Daily is doing! Your input 
will help inform decisions 
made for the 2027 
Chautauqua Summer 
Season and beyond.

I think to understand the global dynamics is very 
important, so that is basically what I want to talk 
about, and mostly about the U.S.-China rivalry. I’ll 
talk about the nature of that, I’ll talk about how we 
place the U.S.-China dynamic in the historical pattern 
of American struggle for its voice and also for its 
global prominence, and why this rivalry is very unique 
and very daunting.”

—MILES YU
Senior Fellow and Director, 

China Center

Any religious contribution 
should start by affirming 
the intrinsic value of 
every human life, and 
as that is the moral 
reference for judging 
international actions.”

—WES GRANBERG-
MICHAELSON

Former General Secretary of the 
Reformed Church in America



“Would we be in this much trouble if our moral and 
spiritual centers had attended to their original 
purposes?” the Rev. Frank A. Thomas, Ph.D., 

asked the congregation at the 9:15 a.m. Wednesday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was 
“God’s House of Prayer,” and the Scripture reading was Luke 
19:41–46 from the New International Version.

In his sermons from Sunday through Wednesday, Thomas 
has examined the verses of the Scripture from Luke, and his 
theme has been “The Things That Make for Peace.” He said, 
“There are four movements in this series about the things 
that make for peace: loving kindness, be honest, brave and 
kind, give up on innocence in the journey to self and cleanse 
the temple to return it to be a house of prayer.”

The Temple was the religious heart of Jerusalem. “If we and 
Jerusalem are doomed (as the Scripture text says), what does 
that say about the Temple and its leaders?” Thomas asked. Je-
sus quoted Isaiah to remind the people that God would bring 
all nations to his holy mountain and the burnt offerings of all 
nations would be accepted.

“It would be a House of Prayer for all nations. All nations? 
Jesus highlights that the Temple is not for just one nation but 
every nation is welcome,” Thomas said. “Jesus is asking how 
we can be in this much trouble if we are doing our call right. 
Something has gone profoundly wrong. Jesus said, ‘You have 
made this a den of robbers.’ You might be peddling religion.”

Thomas said most sermons about this passage suggest 
that the merchants were bad, were selling shoddy goods and 
jacking up prices, that the problem was affordability. “This is 
a challenge, and I say Jesus is calling out the church. What if 
Jesus showed up at your church and started to clean it out, 
throw tables around? Jesus called all of us peddlers because 
the system is corrupt.”

He continued, “We love to be prophetic except when the 
church is under scrutiny. The crowd recognized that Jesus 
was some kind of king, but the temple leaders didn’t. They 
failed to see Jesus but the poor people, those he healed, even 
a criminal on a cross, saw him.”

Jesus was in the tradition of the rejected prophets of Israel 
but there was a profound difference. The prophets would 
speak saying, “Thus sayeth the Lord,” while Jesus spoke with 
the authority of being God. He called the temple “my house.”

Thomas said, “Jesus’ call to the religious centers has failed, 
and he has come to reclaim God’s house and people. He 
warns of the dangers of being religious peddlers.”

Thomas took the idea for his sermon series from theolo-
gian Frederick Buechner. “If you are going to steal, do it in 
broad daylight and name it,” Thomas said. In 2 Corinthians 
2:14–17, the apostle Paul writes of being captives in Christ in a 
triumphal procession to spread the aroma of Christ. Paul tells 
the Corinthians to not be peddlers of the word of God.

Thomas said, “Buechner said, ‘Peddlers are people with 
packs on their backs full of things they want to sell, and 
the things they try to sell hardest are the things they 
think will sell best. Peddlers are less concerned with what 
the world needs than with what the world wants or can be 
made to settle for. Peddlers are salespeople who are inter-
ested less in the quality of what they’re selling than in the 
success of their sale.’”

Thomas continued, “If a vacuum cleaner salesperson 
comes to my house, I ask what do you use in your house. 
You can’t give people what you don’t deeply need. If we don’t 

deeply need it, we can’t sell it. If we don’t pray, we can’t sell 
prayer. Preachers don’t often tell the real story, that they had 
to go to the house of God, see the mirrors and vomit up the 
truth. Light and dark, sin and grace, innocence and freedom 
are always with us.”

Buechner wrote that preachers are afraid of uneasy silenc-
es and blank stares. In 2 Corinthians, the triumphal parade is 
used by God to spread the aroma of Christ which brings both 
life and death.

“Who is equal to be the sweet fragrance for Christ? Those 
who speak with sincerity as those sent from God, they speak 
before God with sincerity. God is watching and waiting to see 
what we say about Jesus,” Thomas said.

He continued, “When we speak in sincerity, we are 
the aroma and fragrance of God. We need to reclaim 
the House of Prayer in Christ before God. These are the 
things that make for peace: We speak in sincerity, and 
that is the aroma of Christ.”

Thomas closed using the “Prayer of Loving Kindness” to 
pray for churches, then temples, then mosques. “I pray that all 
churches, temples and mosques will be God’s House of Prayer 
for all people.”

Robert Wilson-Black, director of the Department of Reli-
gion, presided. Allen Kitchen, a ruling elder in the Presbyte-
rian Church and part of the Bestor Plaza music jam, read the 
Scripture. The prelude, performed on the Massey Memorial 
Organ by Organ Scholar Owen Reyda, and on the Steinway 
piano by Interim Director of Sacred Music Sonya Subbayya 
Sutton was “Largo, from Concerto for Two Violins,” by Johann 
Sebastian Bach, arranged by Gerald Near. Rebecca Scarnati, 
oboe, joined the Motet Choir for the anthem, “O Holy Spirit, 
Praise to You,” music by Howard Helvey and text by Mary 
Louise Bringle, based on Hildegard von Bingen. The choir was 
conducted by Sutton and accompanied by Reyda on the Massey 
Organ. Reyda played Postlude, Op. 66, No. 4, by Horatio Parker, 
for the postlude on the Massey Organ. Support for this week’s 
preaching and chaplaincy is provided by The Rev. Leonard J. 
Ebel Chaplaincy.
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Baptist House
Visio divina, Latin for “divine 
seeing,” is a method of med-
itation, reflection and prayer 
through intentional seeing. 
Join us at 7 p.m. today at the 
Baptist House to contemplate 
pieces of visual art using this 
structured process, led by the 
Rev. Anna Miller, chaplain.

Blessing and Healing 
Service
The service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 a.m. 
to 10:40 a.m. weekdays in 
UCC Randell Chapel, lo-
cated on Odland Plaza. All  
are welcome.

Chabad Jewish House
Chautauqua Chabad invites 
all Chautauquans to the 
following programs. Rab-
bi Zalman Vilenkin teaches 
“Maimonides Thirteen Core 
Beliefs,” exploring the prin-
ciples of faith and their rel-
evance to Jewish belief and 
daily life, from 9:15 to 10:15 
a.m. today at Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House (23 Vincent Ave 
on the Brick Walk). 

At 3:30 p.m. in the Hall of 
Philosophy, Benjamin An-
thony, CEO of the MirYam 
Institute, will give a lecture 
on “Antisemitism — A De-
fining Moment.” The event 
is co-sponsored by Chabad 
Jewish House, The Hebrew 
Congregation and the EJL-
CC with the Department  
of Religion.

From 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. Fri-
day, Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin 
teaches “Jewish Mysticism & 
Philosophy,” exploring Jew-
ish thought on G-d, the soul, 
free will and creation at Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House.

The Miriam Gurary Chal-
lah Baking Series takes place 
from 12:15 to 1 p.m. at Zig-
don Chabad Jewish House; 
participants make and braid 
challah while discovering the 
meaning and significance of 
Shabbat foods and rituals.

Chabad invites all Chau-
tauquans to a Community 
Shabbat Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday in the Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House, with a tradi-
tional kosher Shabbat dinner, 
stories, Torah thoughts and 
Shabbat songs. The dinner is 
FREE but there is a suggested 
donation. RSVP is required at 
cocweb.org/shabbat-dinners.

Chabad’s kosher food 
tent/trailer is available at 
the following times and  
locations:

From 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday–Thursday in Bestor 
Plaza

From 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 Fri-
day in Bestor Plaza

For dinner service and 
specialized dining needs, 
individuals are encouraged 

to pre-order from a full 
lunch and dinner menu by 
visiting cocweb.org.

Chautauqua Catholic 
Community
Join us for Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
Monday–Friday at Hurlbut 
Church (NEW worship site 
and time).

The twice-a-week Semi-
nar Series is held from 12:45 
to 1:45 p.m. at the United 
Methodist House Chapel. 
Thursday, the Rev. Doug May, 
MM, will present “Dreams 
and Realities of a Priest En-
countering Life in Egypt 
and the Middle East.” Friday, 
Christine M. Bochen, Ph.D., 
professor emerita of religious 
studies at Nazareth Universi-
ty and founding member and 
past president of the Inter-
national Thomas Merton So-
ciety, will speak on “‘Already 
One’: Thomas Merton’s Way 
to Unity.” All are welcome.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
Kainat Norton and Muinud-
din Smith will lead Sufi Med-
itation sessions from 7:45 to 
8:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday in the lower-level 
chapel of the Presbyterian 
House.

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. weekdays around 
the Peace Pole in the Hall 
of Missions Grove. The all-
faith prayer is led by a dif-
ferent denomination each 
week, and prayer handouts 
are distributed daily. All  
are welcome.

Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 as a place 
of quiet study and prayer. 
You may study this week’s 
Bible lesson, “Soul,” read 
Christian Science period-
icals, including The Chris-
tian Science Monitor, and 
use our computer-based 
church resources.

At 12:15 p.m. today, come 
play Bible Trivia, a fun, 
non-competitive game. From 
Bible curious to Bible experi-
enced, all are invited to gain 
new views of this enduring 
book. At the Christian Sci-
ence House (10 Center).

Hebrew Congregation
From 5 to 6 p.m. Friday, 
the Hebrew Congrega-
tion will celebrate Kabba-
lat Shabbat: “Welcoming 
the Shabbat” in Miller Park 
(rain location: Smith Wil-
kes Hall). If the weather is 

questionable, call 716-742-
2228 for the service loca-
tion. The service will be led 
by Rabbi Elle Muhlbaum, 
who serves as a member of 
the inaugural clergy team 
of Congregation Mishkan 
Or in Beachwood, Ohio, 
and Cantor Vladimir Lapin, 
the inaugural holder of the 
Cantor Sarah J. Sager Chair 
in Cantorial Music at Con-
gregation Mishkan Or.

From 6 to 7:15 p.m. Friday, 
immediately after the ser-
vice, all are invited to Shab-
bat’zza, a post-service pizza 
picnic, held at the same lo-
cation as the service, rain or 
shine. We provide the piz-
za! Please bring your own 
beverage and a side dish or 
dessert to share.

From 9:30 to 11:45 a.m. 
Saturday, the Hebrew Con-
gregation will celebrate its 
annual Music Shabbat in the 
Hurlbut Church sanctuary. 
The service will be led by 
Rabbi Muhlbaum and Cantor 
Lapin. They will be joined by 
the Motet Choir under the 
direction of Sonya Subbayya 
Sutton, featuring a beautiful 
blend of classical liturgical 
music and contemporary, 
singable prayers. A Kiddush 
luncheon will follow the ser-
vice. Please note: There will 
be no Torah study this week.

Hurlbut Church Meal 
Ministry
Hurlbut Church will serve 
lunch from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
in Truesdale Hall. From 5 to 
6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Turkey 
Dinner will be held in Trues-
dale Hall. Cash and card ac-
cepted; proceeds go toward 
our local and global ministry 
partners, including the Unit-
ed Methodist Committee on 
Relief. See our website for 
menu options.

Humanist Community at 
Chautauqua
A Reception for Fish Stark, 
executive director of the 
American Humanist As-
sociation, will take place 
today in the parlor of the 
St. Elmo (1 Pratt). Stark 
will share updates on AHA 
initiatives and on excit-
ing joint efforts with the 
Unitarian Universalist Hu-
manist Association. Re-
freshments will be served. 

Labyrinth
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends. 
Enter through Turner 
Community Center or the 
Turner Gate. The Labyrinth is 
on the right under the trees. 
Remember your gate pass. 

Lutheran House
The Rev. John Macholz pre-
sides at 7 p.m. Vespers today 
at the Lutheran House.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invited 
for coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and lemonade in between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture each week-
day morning on the porch.

The Rev. Steve Scha-
ick presents “Practicing the 
Presence, a meditative indul-
gence in Psalm 51” at Vespers 
from 7 to 7:45 p.m. today in the 
Presbyterian House Chapel.

Quaker House
Join us for a “BYO Lunch: 
A Quaker’s Perspective on 
the Theme of the Week” to 
hear Bob Bowers, Co-Clerk, 
Switzerland Yearly Meeting, 
Friend of the Week (Chaplain) 
share connections between 
the theme and Quakerism at 
12:30 p.m. today at the Quak-
er House (28 Ames).

United Methodist House
Join the Rev. Mark Hurst 
at 7 p.m. today at the UM 
House (4 Pratt) to explore 
how we are “United for 
Service” and called to be 
one through the power of 
the Holy Spirit as our act of 
worship! All are welcome!

Time for Friday Popcorn 
on the Porch! Pop on over 
to the porch for some lem-
onade and popcorn after the 
Amp concert! The perfect 
closer to a wonderful week 
at Chautauqua!

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a weekday morn-
ing Daily Word meditation 
from 8 to 8:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday and a 9:30 
a.m. Sunday Celebration ser-
vice in the Hall of Missions. 
For details, visit unitychq.org.

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

To reclaim God’s House of Prayer for all people, speak with sincerity, preaches Thomas
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C L A S S I F I E D S
FOR RENT

Newly renovated home 2 blocks 
to the Amphitheater and Hall of 
Philosophy. Available to rent 
last three weeks of 2026 sea-
son and ALL of 2027 season. 
Four Bedrooms, King size bed, 
Three Bathrooms w Walk in 
S h o w e r s ,  C o m p l e t e l y 
Remodeled Kitchen, Spacious 
Porch, ON SITE PARKING, 
Outdoor Dining area, Flatscreen 
TVs, washer and dryer,   zero 
gravity recliner, MUST SEE. 
Call Marc or Paulina 954-520-
8264.

FOR SALE
12 place settings and extras, vin-
tage Haviland/Bavaria China in 
Apple Blossom pattern with white 
gold trim.  Asking $250 OBO. Call 
716-386-4821

SPORTS CLUB THURSDAY 
AFTERNOON BRIDGE SCORES 

AUGUST 6, 2026
North/South

1st 	 Lynne Gruel - Estelle Rauch
2nd 	 Peggy Blackburn - Bill Blackburn
3rd	 James Cornell - Rivona Ehrentein

62.89%
62.43%
58.88%

Please come enjoy our ACBL sanctioned games.
12:45 p.m. Thursdays at the Sports Club

East/West
1st 	 Jane Heintzelman - George Heintzelman      
2nd 	 Lauren Judson - Frank Mullen
3rd	 Mary Anderson - Ken Argentieri

63.83%
55.30%
49.41%

Chautauqua Jewish community to host lecture by Anthony
The Chautauqua Jewish 
community will host inter-
nationally recognized speak-
er Benjamin Anthony for a 
timely lecture, “Antisemitism 
– A Defining Moment,” at 3:30 
p.m. today in the Hall of Phi-
losophy. The program will 
examine the dramatic rise of 
antisemitism in the aftermath 
of the Oct. 7 attacks and ex-
plore how communities can 
respond thoughtfully while 
preserving the values of de-
mocracy and free expression.

Anthony is the CEO and 
co-founder of the MirYam 
Institute, a leading organiza-
tion dedicated to providing 
substantive, policy-focused 
briefings on Israel, the Unit-
ed States and the strategic 
relationship between the two 
nations. Widely recognized as 
one of the foremost voices on 
contemporary antisemitism 
and Middle East affairs, he is 
also the host of the weekly 
television program “OPIN-
IONATED with Benjamin An-
thony” on i24NEWS.

A respected commenta-
tor, Anthony regularly pro-
vides analysis on interna-
tional media outlets including 
Fox News, CNN, BBC, BBC 
World, Bloomberg, Sky News, 
NewsNation and i24NEWS. 
He has briefed senior officials 
throughout the U.S. govern-
ment — including members of 
the White House, U.S. Senate 
and House of Representatives 
— on issues relating to Israel’s 
security and international re-

lations. He also served in an 
advisory capacity to the U.S. 
administration on aspects of 
the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict and potential pathways 
toward its resolution.

Anthony’s experience ex-
tends well beyond policy cir-
cles. Having delivered more 
than 450 presentations on 
college campuses through-
out the United States, he has 
become a respected voice 
among students and facul-
ty alike, addressing issues 
surrounding Israel, Jewish 
identity and the challeng-
es facing universities to-
day. Since 2006, he has also 
worked closely with the Isra-
el Defense Forces and Israel 
National Police, preparing 
and overseeing educational 
briefings by senior officials at 
graduate schools and before 
international policymakers.

A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Manchester, where he 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
with honors, Anthony later 
completed a Master’s degree 
in International Relations 
at the University of Cam-
bridge. He has been a key-
note speaker for organiza-
tions including Israel Bonds, 
CAMERA, Christians United 
for Israel (CUFI), numerous 
Jewish Federations and ad-
dressed the plenary session 
of the AIPAC Policy Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C.

At Chautauqua, Anthony’s 
presentation will focus on 
the similarities and differ-

ences between the experi-
ences of Jewish communities 
in Europe and the United 
States over recent decades, 
with particular attention to 
the profound changes that 
have occurred since Oct. 
7, 2023. Central to the dis-
cussion will be the role of 
the State of Israel in Jewish 
identity and security, as well 
as the unique opportunities 
available to the American 
Jewish community to chart 
a different course from that 
experienced by many Euro-
pean Jewish communities.

Among the topics An-
thony will explore are the 
importance of political en-
gagement within American 
democracy, the exceptional 
role of American Jewish civic 
activism, the rapid rise of an-
tisemitism across the United 
States following Oct. 7, and 
the ways developments in 
Israel increasingly influence 
Jewish life around the world. 
He will also discuss practi-
cal measures that individuals 
and communities can take 
to strengthen Jewish life and 
ensure a secure future.

“Freedom of expression 
is one of democracy’s great-
est strengths,” Anthony said, 
“but protecting free speech 
should never mean tolerating 
the harassment or margin-
alization of Jewish students 
or any minority communi-
ty. Universities must remain 
places where vigorous de-
bate is welcomed, while en-

suring that all students are 
able to learn in safety and 
with dignity.”

Anthony also empha-
sizes the importance of 
understanding how an-
tisemitism has evolved in  
modern society.

“Antisemitism doesn’t go 
away on its own,” he said. “To 
combat it, we need to identify 
it, understand it and then act. 
Every person has influence 
— whether in a classroom, a 
courtroom or at the kitchen 
table. The more people are 
educated, the harder it be-
comes for hatred to thrive.”

His presentation is expect-
ed to provide both historical 
perspective and practical 
guidance. Through examples 
drawn from his extensive 
work in government, aca-
demia, media and military 
affairs, Anthony seeks to fos-
ter informed dialogue rather 
than division.

The lecture is open to all 
Chautauquans. It is co-spon-
sored by the Chabad Jew-
ish House, Hebrew Congre-
gation, Everett Jewish Life 
Center and the Department 
of Religion. Organizers an-
ticipate a thoughtful and en-
gaging discussion that will 
encourage participants to 
better understand the chal-
lenges facing Jewish commu-
nities today while exploring 
constructive ways to uphold 
both democratic values and 
human dignity.

The Jane and Tom Becker 
Endowment for Amphithe-
ater Programs, The Sym-
phony Patron Endowment 
Fund and The William D. 
Kuhns Fund generous-
ly support “Josh Groban: 
Stage, Screen & Sympho-
ny” at 8 p.m. tonight in  
the Amphitheater.

Established in 2016 to 
honor Tom and Jane Beck-
er’s 32 years of service, The 
Becker Endowment reflects 

their lasting impact on the 
Chautauqua Foundation and 
Institution. Supported by 
$1.8 million in community 
commitments, the fund un-
derwrites lectures, perfor-
mances and events in the 
Amphitheater, carrying for-
ward the Beckers’ legacy of 
inspiration and engagement. 

That spirit of philan-
thropic support is shared 
by the Symphony Patron 
Endowment Fund and The 

William D. Kuhns Fund. 
The Symphony Patron En-

dowment Fund reflects the 
collective generosity of do-
nors dedicated to sustaining 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra, helping ensure its 
continued artistic excellence 
and central role in Chautau-
qua’s cultural life.

The William D. Kuhns 
Fund honors a family with 
deep ties to Chautauqua 
and a longstanding com-

mitment to education and 
the arts. 

Together, these funds 
strengthen Chautauqua’s 
musical programming, 
making exceptional perfor-
mances possible and en-
riching the cultural life of 
the Institution. Chautauqua 
is sincerely grateful for the 
generosity of these sup-
porters and for their endur-
ing commitment to the arts.

The Locke-Irwin Fund gen-
erously supports Miles Yu’s 
morning lecture at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

Today’s program reflects 
the Locke-Irwin Fund’s 
longstanding commitment 
to advancing thoughtful 
dialogue, education and 
cultural experiences at 

Chautauqua. Established 
in 2000, the Locke-Irwin 
Fund provides vital sup-
port for both the Chau-
tauqua Lecture Series and 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra’s classical mu-
sic performances. Created 
in honor of the Locke and 
Irwin families, the fund re-

flects a historic connection 
to the Institution that spans 
nearly six generations, car-
rying forward a legacy of 
dedication to community, 
education and the arts.

Through the Locke-Ir-
win Fund, the family’s 
enduring commitment 
helps strengthen Chau-

tauqua’s traditions of in-
tellectual inquiry and  
artistic excellence. 

Chautauqua is deeply 
grateful for the Locke and 
Irwin families’ generosity 
and for the lasting impact 
their philanthropy contin-
ues to have on generations 
of audiences.

Theater, Rittman, Norton funds support mainstage play

Becker, Symphony Patron, Kuhns funds support Groban

Locke-Irwin Fund supports Yu’s Amphitheater lecture

The Eleanor B. Daugherty 
Fund generously supports 
Wes Granberg-Michaelson’s 
lecture at 2 p.m. today in the 
Hall of Philosophy.

Established by Eleanor 
B. Daugherty, a devoted 
Chautauquan and retired 
music teacher from Buffalo, 

New York, the fund honors 
her lifelong commitment to 
learning, music and spiritu-
al exploration. Her generous 
bequest to both the piano 
and religion departments 
created an enduring lega-
cy, expanding opportunities 
for generations of Chau-

tauquans to engage with 
the arts and faith traditions  
she cherished.

Daugherty’s impact con-
tinues through the Eleanor 
B. Daugherty Society, which 
recognizes individuals who 
support Chautauqua’s mis-
sion through planned giving.

Chautauqua is deeply 
grateful for Daugherty’s 
extraordinary generosity 
and for the lasting lega-
cy she created — one that 
continues to enrich the 
spiritual and artistic life of 
the Chautauqua communi-
ty for generations to come.

Daugherty Fund supports Granberg-Michaelson’s Interfaith Lecture

The Chautauqua Theater 
Fund, The Rittman Family 
Fund for Performing Arts 
and The Florence and Cyn-
thia Norton Fund for The-
ater generously support How 
I Learned What I Learned by 
August Wilson, directed by 
Jade King Carroll, running 
Aug. 8–16 in Bratton Theater.

Together, these funds re-
flect a shared commitment 
to sustaining Chautauqua’s 
tradition of exceptional the-
atrical programming and 
ensuring that audiences 
continue to experience pow-
erful storytelling on stage.

Established in 2002, The 
Florence and Cynthia Norton 

Fund for Theater provides 
general support for the Insti-
tution’s theater program. 

Also supporting today’s 
performance is The Ritt-
man Family Fund for Per-
forming Arts, established 
in 2000 by Patricia B. Rit-
tman in honor of her hus-
band, William Rittman. 

Together, these funds 
help ensure that Chautau-
qua Theater Company con-
tinues to present inspiring 
performances that engage, 
challenge and enrich audi-
ences. Chautauqua is sin-
cerely grateful for the en-
during generosity of these 
supporters.
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T H E  M I X

Food. Music. Community. 
Experience the best of Chautauqua County at this vibrant 
celebration of local food, craft beverages, art and live music.   

LEARN MORE AT  FOODFESTIVAL.CHQ.ORG

AUGUST 16–28, 2026

Taste of Chautauqua 
Featuring The Probables   
Wednesday, Aug. 26 • 3 p.m. • Bestor Plaza 

Featuring Local Restaurants, Wineries, Breweries, Distilleries  
& Artists Including: The White Inn, Andriaccio’s, Stella: A Kitchen 
& Bar, Portage Pie, Borsari Food Company, 21 Brix Winery, Johnson 
Estate Winery, Southern Tier Distilling Co. and many more  

Admission & Tasting Ticket — $35 
Fun for the Whole Family 

Purchase tickets:

JENNA OUTCALT
STAFF WRITER

The United States’ climate 
policy has seen no shortage 
of changes in the past de-
cade. Now, climate and tech-
nology journalist Clint Wild-
er is asking whether the U.S. 
is losing its edge in global 
clean energy leadership.

“The short answer is yes,” 
Wilder said. “But there’s 
some nuance to it.”

Wilder will speak at 12:30 
p.m. today in the Alumni Hall 
Ballroom for Chautauqua 
Climate Change Initiative. 
He will discuss the relation-
ship between clean energy, 
economics and politics.

Wilder covers clean en-
ergy technology and has 
co-authored two books on 
the subject with Ron Per-
nick. Wilder said although 
he is not necessarily a tech 
writer, he loves the business 
elements of technology.

“I covered the birth of the 
World Wide Web and how 
it just changed everything, 
and it was exciting and fas-
cinating and I loved it,” he 
said. “But I’ve always been 
an environmentalist, so the 
time came when I wanted to 
do something that’s … closer 
to my heart.”

Wilder said he will start 
by setting the scene of 

clean energy technology 
both in the U.S. and around 
the world.

“A really good news sto-
ry is that solar and wind are 
the cheapest and the fast-
est to build sources of new 
energy, and they are in fact 
far and away the most new 
energy that is being built,” 
Wilder said.

Wilder pointed out the 
“big contrast” between the 
current state of clean en-
ergy and the Inflation Re-
duction Act passed under 
former President Joe Biden 
in 2022, which made clean 
energy “a cornerstone of 
our economy, and partic-
ularly, our manufacturing.”

“It was called climate pol-
icy, but I think that was kind 
of misleading,” he said. “It was 
really an attempt to shore up, 
even restore, U.S. manufac-
turing capability — specifi-
cally for clean technologies.”

Wilder explained that 
policies like this also en-
couraged other govern-
ments to follow suit.

“When the IRA was roll-
ing out and drawing invest-
ment from other countries, 
some of those other coun-
tries were saying, ‘Damn, 
America has a really ag-
gressive policy on this. We 

got to get on this thing, and 
we want investments here 
too,’” Wilder said.

Although he acknowl-
edged the IRA was not per-
fect, Wilder said it created 
an exciting new investment 
in the U.S. from “companies 
and investors from all over 
the world.”

“I think that’s what I enjoy 
most, seeing those trans-
formations,” Wilder said, 
“which is why it’s been so 
hard since 2025 to watch 
what’s happened.”

Wilder said during his 
lecture, he will look at 
some of the projects that 
were beginning to ramp up 
before President Donald 
Trump passed the One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act.

“[The act] basically 
wiped all of it out. Some 
things stayed a little bit; 
some of the incentives that 
were in place to build wind 
and solar were left in place, 
but for only one more year, 
whereas under the IRA 
[they were] 20 years out,” 
he said. “And the effect has 
been pretty devastating.”

Wilder said clean energy 
is cheap and good for the 
market, but without the fed-
eral government’s support, 
it remains an open question 

who will build it.
“It could turn around, but 

it’s very hard to once all these 
supply chains get established 
and everything; it’s hard to 
turn that on a dime and re-
store it,” he said. “It’s basically 
not a pretty picture when you 
look at the federal level.”

Wilder emphasized that 
clean energy should not be 
attached to partisan issues, 
as it is the most fiscally re-
sponsible path forward.

“You want to keep the rates 
as low as you can, but that’s 
not what’s happening. [The] 
federal government is reviv-
ing the coal industry, which is 
expensive. The utilities don’t 
even want to keep these old 
coal plants going. They’re 
inefficient. They’re very pol-
luting, as we know,” Wilder 
said. “There’s an inherent bias 
against renewables, regard-
less of the free market. And 

that’s disappointing, for sure.”
However, Wilder said 

some places are stepping up 
to fill the gap in the U.S.

“The good news is, if you 
look at the state level and 
some cities as well, there 
are very progressive policies 
that are incentivizing clean 
energy use and clean energy 
manufacturing,” he said.

Wilder said even if it is not 
feasible to transition to 100% 
clean energy, the percentage 
should still be higher than it 
is now, especially with grow-
ing energy demands due to 
new technologies.

“We need a lot of energy, 
especially now with data 
centers and electric cars 
needing electricity from 
the grid, so what they call 
an all-of-the-above strate-
gy makes sense … but you 
want to do it in the most 
cost-effective way,” he said.

Wilder said even though 
the U.S. had lost its edge in 
clean energy, “another pivot 
is certainly possible,” espe-
cially as changes in state and 
federal leadership occur.

“I’m cautiously optimis-
tic that we can change and 
head in the right direction 
again,” he said.

LAYLA VINSON
STAFF WRITER

Embodying the innate values 
of storytelling and versatili-
ty, The Denyce Graves Foun-
dation will present its first 
performance, “Broadway and 
Beyond: The Music of Jason 
Robert Brown,” as part of 
the Generational Voices pro-
gram. Celebrating the 1999 
Tony Award winner for Best 
Score and 2023 Tony win-
ner for Best Revival of a Mu-
sical, Jason Robert Brown’s 
multi-hyphenate artistry and 
illustrious musical scores 
will be brought to life by the 
artists of Generational Voic-
es as a $20 ticketed event at 
6 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall.

“The stories and how 
[Brown’s] music supports 
the story — They’re always 
so … singable. The lyrics, 
the writing of those lyrics, 
is really, really incredible 
work and I think it’s natural,” 
Symone Harcum, artistic 
engagement coordinator at 
The Denyce Graves Foun-
dation and soprano, said. 
Harcum  first met Denyce 
Graves during her graduate 
studies at the Peabody Insti-
tute at John Hopkins in Bal-
timore. About Brown’s work, 
she said, “It’s not overdone, 
it’s not pushed; it’s really 
natural and allows a singer 
a lot of space to interpret 
and a lot of space to com-
municate with the audience, 
which is one of my favorite 
things to do.”

Entering opera later in 
her career at the tail end of 
her undergraduate studies, 
Harcum said she consid-
ers musical theater the site 

of her early beginnings as a 
singer. Exposed to promi-
nent singers such as Audra 
McDonald at an early age, 
Harcum first encountered 
Brown’s work through a Mc-
Donald cover of “Stars and 
the Moon.”

“I fell in love with it, and 
from there, I fell in love with 
all of his music,” Harcum 
said, recalling her first en-
counter with the narrative 
cabaret from the 1995 song 
cycle, Songs for A New World. 
“It’s so, so wonderful. There’s 
Sondheim and there’s Jason 
Robert Brown for me, like 
neck and neck. Right there, 
right there together.”

Harcum acknowledged 
opera’s communicative 
challenges, such as language 
barriers, but she said she 
finds the “expansiveness of 
opera as an art form as what 
fills in the blanks of that 
emotional arc.” She said the 
open nature of opera allows 
for expression and person-
ality, and she particularly 
admires the storytelling ele-
ment of Brown’s work.

“Sondheim’s music — 
emotionally, I think the 
writing is operatic,” Harcum 
said. “Jason Robert Brown is 
the same.”

Emphasizing versatility 
across genres ranging from 
musical theater to opera, 
Brown’s work mirrors the 
dynamic industry Harcum 
and countless young art-
ists within the Generational 
Voice Program and beyond 
navigate. This rising need 
for singers to be stylistically 
agile has become increas-
ingly necessary to break 
into the field of opera. 

“The last few orchestral 
concerts or contracts that 
I’ve gotten, they’ve asked 
me to sing hardcore op-
era, musical theater and 
jazz in the same program,” 
Harcum said. “Which was 
not heard of — you do one 
thing. [But] that’s not the 
case anymore. And being 
versatile is a sure way to be 
marketable now. And to en-
courage that is something 
that [The Denyce Graves 
Foundation] is doing.”

Harcum said the Gener-
ational Voices artists’ show-
case of Brown’s catalog is an 
ideal setting for that kind 
of versatility. Set to feature 
selections spanning Brown’s 
career from beloved Broad-

way favorites and power-
ful ballads to lesser-known 
gems, the concert will re-
flect the evolving essence 
of the performance indus-
try and offer audiences a 
glimpse into the breadth of 
artistry required of today’s 
emerging performers.

Wilder to discuss past, present, future of clean energy in US

Generational Voices to present versatile debut performance

WILDER

GABRIEL MILBY /  
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Above, Generational Voices 
artists rehearse for “Broadway 
and Beyond: The Music of 
Jason Robert Brown” Monday 
in McKnight Hall. At right, 
Generational Voices artists 
Henrique Carvalho, baritone, 
and Audrianna Hughes, mezzo-
soprano, rehearse.



7:30	 Forrest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club). Kate 
Mayberry. Intersection of Massey 
and Hawthorn

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Med-
itation Program. Kainat (Felicia) 
Norton and Muinuddin (Charles) 
Smith, Sufi. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:00	 Mid-Week Meeting for Worship 
(Quaker). Burgeson Nature Classroom

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:30 	 (8:30–2) Chabad Kosher Tent. 
Bestor Plaza

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. The Rev. 
Frank A. Thomas. Hall of Philosophy 
and online

9:15	 (9:15–10:15) Jewish Discussions. 
“Maimonides: Thirteen Core Beliefs” 
Esther Vilenkin. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House
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P R O G R A M

KIKILU HOUSE OF STYLE
CONCIERGE STYLING SERVICES

Never Let Age
De� ne Your Style®

Luxury styling. � oughtfully curated. Exclusively you.

PERSONAL STYLING

Dressed for the life you lead.

WARDROBE CURATION

Less closet. More clarity.

EVENT STYLING

Show up unforgettable.

AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE • UTMOST DISCRETION

Kimberly Anderson
CSO • CHIEF STYLE OFFICER

KIKILUHOUSEOFSTYLE.COM 513.407.0378 kimberly@kikiluhouseofstyle.com

Chautauqua Lake has been part of my story for decades. I'm delighted to now become a small part of yours.

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 13

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 14

6:00	 (6–7) Sunrise Paddle - Kayak/
SUP. Sign up in advance at 716-
357-6281. Sports Club Waterfront

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers 
Market. Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. Chautauqua 
Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Med-
itation Program. Kainat (Felicia) 
Norton and Muinuddin (Charles) 
Smith, Sufi. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel 
of the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautau-
qua). Hall of Missions

10:15	 Coffee/Tea on the Porch. UM House 
Porch

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. Rain loca-
tion in library. Bestor Plaza

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Miles Yu. Amphitheater and online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open. Fowler-Kel-
logg Art Center & Strohl Art Center

12:00	 Locals at the Library. Meet Friends 
of Chautauqua Writers’ Center au-
thors T. F. Herr, Judy Shuler & Deborah 
Madar. Smith Memorial Library

12:00 (12–2) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth & Family Programs). Tape 
Name Painting. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 CTC Theater Chats. Music and 
Playwrights: Adaptations and New 
Musicals (NPW 3). (Programmed 
by Chautauqua Theater Company). 
Bring lunch and join special guests, 
including actors and designers. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

12:15	 Bible Trivia. Christian Science 
House. 10 Center

12:15	 Book Discussion. Theo of Golden 
and The Correspondent. Alumni Hall. 
50 Wythe

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 BYO Lunch: a Quakers Perspective 
on the Theme of the Week. Bob 
Bowers, Friend of the Week (Chap-
lain). Quaker House. 28 Ames

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Med-
itation Program. Kainat (Felicia) 
Norton and Muinuddin (Charles) 
Smith, Sufi. Hall of Missions

12:30	 Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative talk. “Is the US losing 
it’s edge in global clean  

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:30	 Movement and Meditation with 
Monte Thompson. Hall of Philos-
ophy Grove

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. Jack Gulvin. 
Smith Wilkes Hall Lakeside Patio

9:15	 (9:15–10:15) Jewish Discussions.  
“Jewish Mysticism & Philosophy.” 
Rabbi Zalman Vilenkin. Zigdon 
Chabad Jewish House. 23 Vincent

9:15	 ECUMENICAL COMMUNION 
SERVICE. Hall of Philosophy

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Coffee/Tea on the UM House 
Porch

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Robert Kagan. Amphitheater and 
online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center 

11:30	 (11:30–1:30) Chabad Kosher Tent. 
Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique. Behind the 
Colonnade

12:15	 Community Reading. Selected 
readers from Writers’ Center 
workshops or staff, plus the Com-
munity Poem. Literary Arts Center 
at Alumni Hall porch. (Ballroom in 
case of rain)

12:15	 (12:15–1) “Challah Baking – 
Miriam Gurary Challah Baking 
Series.” Zigdon Chabad Jewish 
House. 23 Vincent

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Marion Lawrance Room

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Luther-
an House

12:30	 Facilitated End-of-Week Dis-
cussion: Naaborle Sackeyfio, 
Miami University of Ohio. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Visitor introduction at 
12:30 p.m.; service at 1:05 p.m. 
Hall of Christ Sanctuary

12:30	 Garden Talk: “The Ellen  
Biddle Shipman Garden.” 
(Programmed by the Bird, Tree 
& Garden Club). Betsy Burgeson, 
head of Gardens and Grounds. 
Miller Cottage Garden

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. “Already One”: 
Thomas Merton’s Way to Unity. 
Christine M. Bochen, Ph.D. UM 
House Chapel.14 Pratt

1:00	 Archives Tent Talk with Jon 
Schmitz. Oliver Archives Center

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-min-
ute free instruction, then opt to 
play for fee. Bowling Green

1:15	 Docent Tours of Alumni and 
Pioneer Halls. 50 Wythe

2:00	 THEATER. New Play Workshop 
3: As You Like It. Fee. Bratton 
Theater

2:00	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND 
SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE PRESENTA-
TION. Rebecca Nagle. By the Fire 
We Carry: The Generations-Long 
Fight for Justice on Native Land. 
Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). 
Christian Science House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Episco-
pal Cottage

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Unitari-
an Universalist Fellowship

4:00	 Generational Voices Master-
class. Claudia Catania. Fletcher 
Music Hall

5:00	 (5–6) Hebrew Congregation 
Kabbalat Shabbat: “Welcoming 
the Shabbat” service. Rabbi Elle 
Muhlbaum and Cantor Vladimir 
Lapin. Miller Park (rain location: 
Smith Wilkes Hall). If the weather 
is questionable, call 716-742-
2228 for the service location

6:00	 THEATER. How I Learned What I 
Learned. Fee. Bratton Theater

6:00	 (6–7:15) Hebrew Congregation 
Shabbat’zza. Post-service pizza 
picnic. Miller Park (rain location: 
Smith Wilkes Hall). We supply  
the pizza! Bring your own bev-
erage and a side dish or dessert 
to share

6:00	 Potluck Cookout. Advanced 
registration required. $10. Meat, 
baked beans, chips, beverage and 
ice cream provided. Please bring 
a side dish to share. Disciples of 
Christ House. 28 Janes

6:15	 Chautauqua Choir rehearsal. 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:30	 “Community Shabbat Dinner.” 
RSVP required. Zigdon Chabad 
Jewish House. 23 Vincent

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. The 
Revivalists with Olivia Barnes. 
Amphitheater

9:15	 Popcorn on the Porch (post-Amp 
program). UM House Porch

10:00	THEATER. Bratton Late Night. 
Fee. Bratton Theater

Don’t Miss this Classic American Memoir!

2026
Season

Tickets can be purchased online at tickets.chq.org, at the Main Gate Welcome Center, Visitors Center at 
Bestor Plaza, at the Bratton ticket kiosk one hour before the event or by calling 716-357-6250 (option 5).   

 

Co-Conceived by Todd Kreidler 
Directed by Jade King Carroll 

Aug. 7–16  
One of the greatest playwrights, August Wilson, invites 
audiences into the experiences that shaped both the 
man and the master playwright he became with this 
powerful autobiographical tour de force. Continue 
celebrating America’s 250th with August Wilson!  

August Wilson’s 

How I Learned What I Learned 

energy leadership?” Clint Wilder. 
Alumni Hall Ballroom

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. The Rev. Doug 
May, MM. “Dreams and Realities 
of a Priest Encountering Life 
in Egypt and the Middle East.” 
Methodist House Chapel. 14 Pratt

12:45	 (12:45–3:45) Duplicate Bridge. 
ACBL Sanctioned. $12. Sports Club

1:00	 English Lawn Bowling. 20-min-
ute free instruction, then opt to 
play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 Memoir-in-progress conversation. 
Evadne Giannini. The Ground We 
Stand On: Living Without Certain-
ty. UCC HQ Living Room

2:00	 THEATER. New Play Workshop 
3: As You Like It. Fee. Bratton 
Theater

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Wes Granberg-Michaelson. Hall 
of Philosophy and online

2:45	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Devil Wears Prada 2.” Fee. Chau-
tauqua Cinema

3:00	 Social Hour. Lutheran House. 25 
Peck on Brick Walk

3:00	 Life Member Tea. Alumni Hall. 50 
Wythe

3:30	 “Anti-Semitism - A Defining 
Moment.” Benjamin Anthony, 
CEO of The MirYam Institute. 
(Co-sponsored by the Chabad 
Jewish House, Hebrew Congre-
gation, EJLCC and Department of 
Religion). Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). 
Baptist House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). UM 
House. 14 Pratt

3:30	 (3:30–5) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua. Skill Building Work-
shop. Alumni Hall Prose Room

4:00	 (4–6) Play CHQ. (Programmed by 
Youth & Family Programs). Paper 
Chain Challenge. Heinz Beach

5:45	 Cinema Film Screening. “It Was 
Just an Accident.” Fee. Chautau-
qua Cinema

6:00	 “BROADWAY AND BEYOND: The 
Music of Jason Robert Brown.” 
Fee. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

6:00	 THEATER. How I Learned What I 
Learned. Fee. Bratton Theater

6:15	 Chautauqua Choir rehearsal. 
Fletcher Music Hall

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). Disci-
ples of Christ House

7:00	 Vespers. Presbyterian House 
Chapel

7:00	 Vespers. Lutheran House. 25 Peck 
on Brick Walk

7:00	 Pastor in the Parlor Program. The 
Rev. Mark Hurst. UM House Parlor. 
14 Pratt

7:30	 Forest Bathing. (Programmed by 
the Bird, Tree & Garden Club). 
Kate Mayberry. Intersection of 
Massey and Hawthorne Avenue

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Josh 
Groban: Stage, Screen & Sym-
phony. Amphitheater

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Devil Wears Prada 2.” Fee. Chau-
tauqua Cinema

150 YEARS OF 
THE DAILY

The 2026 Summer 
Season marks the The 
Chautauquan Daily‘s 
150th year of providing 
accurate, timely and high-
quality news coverage 
to the Chautauqua 
Institution community. 

THE 
CHQ 
DAILY
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