
LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

At 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy, Homeboy 
Industries’ Vice President 
of Operations Jose Arel-
lano will return to Inter-
faith Lecture Series to 
open Week Nine’s theme,  
“The Importance of Gath-
ering: Cultivating the Be-
loved Community.”

“Hope has an address: 
130 West Bruno,” Arellano 
said, referring to the loca-
tion of Homeboy Industries.

His lecture today will 
center around “experi-
ence, strength and hope,” 
he said. Tracing the jour-
neys of himself and oth-
er Homies, as members of 
Homeboy Industries are 
called, he said he wants to 
offer takeaways demon-
strating that hope prevails.

Founded by Week Nine 
chaplain Fr. Greg Boyle, 
S.J., Homeboy Industries 
is an acclaimed program 
for gang intervention, re-
habilitation and re-entry. 
Based in Los Angeles, the 

program is the largest of 
its kind in the world.

Arellano lived fully im-
mersed in the brutality of 
gang culture that had con-
sumed his family for three 
generations, but entered 
Homeboy Industries as a 
trainee in 2013. He then 
advanced to director of 
case management in 2017 
and to his current position 
in 2019, forging an entirely 
new life for himself. 

“There are organiza-
tions that instill hope into 
people, and just by giving 

a little bit of hope, you 
can watch how people can 
flourish,” Arellano said.

In his first Interfaith 
Lecture delivered in 2021, 
joined by Steve Avalos, his 
co-director of case man-
agement and navigation at 
Homeboy Industries at the 
time, Arellano shared how 
surviving a life marked by 
gangs and prison ultimate-
ly led him to find purpose 
in helping others break 
free as he did.

Alexander to pay homage to American storytelling in late night performance | Page 7
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One gathering at a time, 
Priya Parker, facilitator, 
strategic adviser, educa-
tor and author of The Art 
of Gathering: How We Meet 
and Why It Matters, helps 
people build and foster 
communities. 

At 10:45 a.m. today, Park-
er will bring this expertise 
to the Amphitheater stage to 
kick off Week Nine, “The Im-
portance of Gathering: A Col-
laboration with the Smithso-
nian Folklife Festival.” 

“I believe that everyone 
has the ability to gather 
well,” Parker wrote on her 
website. “My mission is to 
give you the courage, per-
mission and know-how to 
design meaningful, cre-
ative gatherings — in the 
places we work, live and 
play — without all having to 
be the same.” 

According to The Art of 
Gathering’s book description, 
“Parker takes us inside events 
of all kinds to show what 
works, what doesn’t and why. 
She investigates a wide array 
of gatherings — conferences, 
meetings, a courtroom, a 
flash-mob party, an Arab-Is-
raeli summer camp — and 
explains how simple, specific 
changes can invigorate any 
group experience.” 

In an interview on “The 
Ezra Klein Show,” Parker 
said today, people often 
overemphasize the space 
of the individual and the 
needs of the self rather 
than thinking about the 
larger group and gathering.

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 63° L 59°
Rain: 86%
Sunset: 8:04 p.m.
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H 71° L 54°
Rain: 24%
Sunrise: 6:35 a.m. Sunset: 8:02 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY
H 78° L 61°
Rain: 9%
Sunrise: 6:36 a.m. Sunset: 8:01 p.m. 
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A t 7:30 p.m. tonight, Dance The-
atre of Harlem, an American 
professional ballet company and 

multicultural dance institution, will 
command the Amphitheater stage with 
a performance that is both exhilarating 
and delightful.

According to the company’s website 
and a featured article by Djassi DaCosta 
Johnson, Dance Theatre of Harlem has 
been “raising the bar” since 1969, when 
Arthur Mitchell and Karel Shook found-
ed the company at the height of the Civil 
Rights Movement.

Mitchell was the first Black princi-
pal dancer in the New York City Ballet, 
where he performed in many dances, 
among which were two roles George 
Balanchine created for him: one half 
of the pas de deux comprising Agon 
and the role of Puck in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. About working with Bal-
anchine, Mitchell once said to The New 
York Times, “My relationship with him 
was totally different than with the other 
dancers. It wasn’t about, ‘What role am 
I going to dance?’ But ‘What would you 
like me to do? Use me.’ And he did.”

&delightful
EXHILARATING

See DANCE THEATRE, Page 4

Dance Theatre of 
Harlem to raise the bar

DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM



The Briefly column appears on page 2 daily and is 
intended to provide space for announcements from 
Institution-related organizations. If a meeting or 
activity is featured that day in a story, it should not be 
repeated in the Briefly column. Submit information to 
Gracie Szablewski in the Daily’s editorial office. Please 
provide the name of the organization, time and place of 
meeting and one contact person’s name with a phone 
number. Deadline is 5 p.m. four days before publication.
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ASL interpretation offered throughout week
Chautauqua Institution is proud to offer American Sign 
Language interpretation at all lectures and several eve-
ning artistic performances throughout Week Nine. Pa-
trons who wish to engage the services of the in-venue 
ASL interpreter should sit in the front rows of Section 2 in 
the Amphitheater, or in the front rows of the lake side of 
the Hall of Philosophy. ASL services are available through 
program support provided by Week Nine program collab-
orator Smithsonian Folklife Festival. 

Conversations with Kyle
As the 2026 Season draws to a close, the Chautauqua 
community is invited to gather at 1 p.m. Monday in Smith 
Wilkes Hall to celebrate and thank Kyle Keogh for his 
leadership and service during his time as interim chief 
executive. This informal, drop-in gathering will provide 
an opportunity for patrons and residents of Chautauqua 
to express their appreciation, reflect on the 2026 Season 
and share well wishes as Keogh’s tenure comes to a close. 
All are welcome. 

Library news
Join Dennis Galucki and friends for “Buffalo Day Eve” at 
3 p.m. today at the Smith Memorial Library, with Erie 
County Historian Douglas Kohler discussing “President 
William McKinley at the 1901 Pan American Exposition,” 
followed at 4 p.m. by “Art of Investing,” an informal con-
versation on finance, culture and community.  The Au-
thors @ The Smith series continues at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday 
with Jennifer Halls discussing her work You Know.: How 
to Invite & Nourish a Relationship with Your Intuition.

Audition for the 2027 Motet Choir
The Motet Choir leads our weekday worship services 
and the two services on Sunday in conjunction with the 
Chautauqua Choir. Singers need to have a choral singing 
experience and some sight-reading ability. Selected sing-
ers are compensated for their commitment with a gate 
pass for the week(s) they sing with the choir. A brief audi-
tion can be scheduled on Wednesday mornings, following 
the worship service. Email choir@chq.org, or call 716-357-
6321 to schedule in-person audition.

Tennis Center news
Dawn Patrol takes place from 7 to 9 a.m. Monday through 
Friday. All skill levels are welcome. No reservation neces-
sary to show up to the courts and play doubles.

“‘Whatever You Do to the Least of My Brothers and 
Sisters’: A Chautauquan’s Journey to Support Children 
and Families in Haiti”
Join lifelong Chautauquan Mike McCabe, CEO of Nues-
tros Pequeños Hermanos International (NPH) — “Friends 
of Our Little Brothers and Sisters” at 4 p.m. Monday in the 
United Methodist House Parlor for a conversation about 
what it means to put our faith into action and stand in 
solidarity with vulnerable children and families. 

McCabe will share his personal journey and NPH’s work 
supporting children, young people and families across 
nine countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. He 
will also highlight St. Damien Pediatric Hospital in Haiti, 
which provides approximately 47,000 treatments annually 
to children, including those living with chronic diseases. 

Learn how fellow Chautauqua families are sponsoring 
children and families through this faith-based network — 
and discover ways that each of us can walk the talk by 
standing in solidarity with the global NPH Family. All are 
welcome. Learn more at nph.org.

Women’s Club news
The Chautauqua Women’s Club will host Duplicate Bridge 
from 12:45 to 4 p.m. at the CWC House. $12 fee to play.

Wigdahl-Perry, Chesley to appear on ‘Chautauqua People’
Courtney Wigdahl-Perry, associate professor of Biology 
at Fredonia State and Chautauqua Lake researcher, ap-
pears on “Chautauqua People” at 1 and 7 p.m., followed 
by Kathryn Chesley, portraying Mina Edison, at 1:30 and 
7:30 p.m. Both are interviewed by “Chautauqua People” 
Producer John Viehe and can be seen daily until Friday. 
“Chautauqua People” runs on Access Chautauqua, cable 
channel 1301.

CINEMA
--- Monday Aug. 24 ---

GOOD BOY - 3:30 & 8:45 
Our canine hero, Indy, moves to a 
rural family home with his own-
er, only to discover supernatural 
forces lurking in the shadows. 
As dark entities threaten his hu-
man companion, the brave pup 
must fight to protect the one he 
loves most. "Horror at its best...
makes you look at life differ-
ently." -Mick LaSalle, San Francisco 
Chronicle "This excellent debut 
feature from Ben Leonberg may 
be unique among horror films in 
fairly attracting the compound 
adjectives “deeply unsettling” 
and “utterly adorable” -Donald 
Clarke, Irish Times  (PG-13, 73m)
ETERNITY - 5:45 In an 
afterlife where souls have one 
week to decide where to spend 
eternity, Joan (Elizabeth Olsen) 
is faced with the impossible 
choice between the man she spent 
her life with (Miles Teller) and 
her first love (Callum Turner), 
who died young and has waited 
decades for her to arrive. "A rom-
com that's smart, sensational, 
and swoon-worthy." -Kristy 
Puchko, Mashable  "A charming 
and ultimately moving comedy" 
-Keith Phipps, The Reveal  "One 
of the purest, sweetest movies 
you'll see all year." -Kristen Lopez, 
The Film Maven (PG-13, 114m)

Open daily: 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
Located in Hultquist Center

Your destination for elevated  
logo apparel and accessories. 

Premium Brands — lululemon, Peter Millar, 
Vineyard Vines, Johnnie-O, League and more 

ROCCO PRIOLETTI
STAFF WRITER

For Eric Reed, American 
Brass Quintet’s french horn 
player, beginning a concert 
by harkening back to early 
music has become akin to a 
ritual for the group. 

“There’s something 
about it — that we come 
out and we play something 
super cohesive and homo-
geneous and uplifting and 
beautiful — that I think 
defines us in a way,” Reed 
said. “It, right off the bat, 
shows the audience that we 
are on the same page and 
we’re playing in tune and 
really well together.”

Despite opening with a 
mashup of two John Dow-
land pieces by the quintet’s 
trumpet player Brandon 
Ridenour, the group offers 
an eclectic variety of works, 
ranging from the English 
Renaissance to American 
contemporaries.

“I think this program fits 
more into what you might 
consider a contemporary 
view of what brass is capable 
of. … Variety is part of that 
— that we can, and we will, 
show a lot of different colors 
and different sounds and dif-
ferent characters,” Reed said.

Their contemporary 
pieces — ranging from a 
commissioned piece from 
Juilliard friend Anthony 
Barfield and his spiritu-
al wheel-of-life-inspired 
“Samsara,” to a fast move-
ment from Jennifer Hig-
don’s “Book of Brass,” which 

they felt proud to commis-
sion, to Osvaldo Lacerda’s 
exploration into traditional 
Brazilian dances — each of-
fer something distinct. 

“The goal for us is to play 
music that is accessible and 
has a lot of variety,” Reed 
said. “Even though not a lot 
of the music that we play is 
stuff that people will be fa-
miliar with, we want people 
to leave the concert being 
curious to find out about the 
composers that we played.”

At 4 p.m. today in Eliza-
beth S. Lenna Hall, Amer-
ican Brass Quintet will 
deliver the Chautauqua 
Chamber Music Guest Art-
ist Series’ final performance 
of the season. 

Reed grew up in a musi-
cal household. He began by 
singing in choirs and playing 
the xylophone during mu-
sic class. In fifth grade, he 
picked up the french horn. 
After playing in marching 
band and orchestras, he de-
cided to study the instru-
ment in college. 

What distinguishes brass 
from other instrument fam-
ilies is its inherent festive 
traits; he noted that most 
performers initially start be-
cause it is simply fun. Wheth-
er triumphantly backing a 
football game in a marching 
band or with a profession-
al quintet in a concert hall 
setting, for Reed, this quality 
has not dissipated.

“There’s a social aspect 
to it. It’s not like a lot of 
string instruments — es-

pecially violin, I’d say, and 
pianists, you know? They 
start like [at] age 5 or 
something, and they start 
out by playing alone,” Reed 
said. “But this is a little dif-
ferent. We are all used to 
playing in small and large 
groups from the very, very 
beginning. And so, this is us 
celebrating that.”

Despite the revolving 
personnel throughout the 
group’s history, for more 
than 65 years, American 
Brass Quintet has show-
cased the capabilities of 
brass music through a va-
riety of accessible, often 
underrepresented reper-
toire of works both new and 
old. Since 1987, the quintet 
has served as the ensem-
ble-in-residence at The Juil-
liard School. The group’s 
current lineup all serve as 
faculty members.

“It’s sort of like family in a 
way,” Reed said of their rela-
tionship performing onstage. 
“We get to know each other’s 
idiosyncrasies quite quickly 
in this kind of setting.”

Without a conductor, the 
quintet is strengthened by 
an “autonomy of musical ex-
pression.” For Reed, large ges-
tures and even eye contact 
are not required to dictate a 

concert’s musical journey. In-
stead, American Brass Quin-
tet is united by each mem-
ber’s individual nuances. 

“… If you’re paying atten-
tion, you know what your 
colleagues’ ears do when 
they breathe; or, you know 
what they are going to do 
based on how they change 
their posture slightly, just 
move a little bit,” Reed said. 
“... We know what is going to 
come out. We know what’s 
going to happen when we 
all breathe together, when 
we move together.”

The concert will conclude 
with a commissioned piece 
by a friend of the group, 
David Biedenbender, titled 
“Sacred Geometry.” The dis-
tinct four-movement piece 
revolves around intrinsic 
designs found in both na-
ture and architecture; one 
movement is even dedicated 
to the “bizarre” and “whim-
sical” work of Catalan archi-
tect Antoni Gaudí. 

Reed said the piece is 
a “tour de force” they are 
proud to present, often 
placed at the end due to 
its “powerful” nature. In 
the third movement, titled 
“Nautilus,” Reed highlighted 
a particularly moving, beau-
tiful-sounding passage for 
him. Here, amid a chorale of 
low brass, a muted trumpet 
blends against it, sounding 
not too dissimilar to “back-
ward-sounding music.”

“I think it does exemplify 
us as a group in a way, be-
cause there is that homo-
geneity of the chorale, but 
also this funky, almost like, 
‘I-don’t-know-how-you’re-
doing-that’ kind of sound at 
the same time, and some-
how it works,” Reed said. 
“It’s super powerful. I love 
that moment.”

American Brass Quintet to conclude 
chamber series with diverse repertoire

AMERICAN BRASS QUINTET

Even though not a lot of the music that we play is 
stuff that people will be familiar with, we want people 
to leave the concert being curious to find out about 
the composers that we played.”

—ERIC REED 
French Horn Player, 

American Brass Quintet

chqdaily.com
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During the weekly “Conver-
sations with Kyle,” Interim 
Chief Executive Kyle Keogh 
reflected on Chautauqua’s 
patron housing status.

“We have seen about a 
10 to 20% decline, if not 
greater, in rental housing 
since [COVID-19],” he said. 
“If we look at the census, 
which we consider as any-
one who comes and buys 
a season ticket, we count 
that as 63 days. If you come 
for a week, we count that as 
seven days. Our attendance 
has been plus or minus 5% 
for about 25 years, but it 
looks like we’ve structurally 
reset 4% lower than [where 
we were] pre-COVID.”

On Aug. 17, Chautauquans 
gathered in Smith Wilkes 
Hall for Keogh’s weekly dis-
cussion forum about on-
grounds issues. This meet-
ing was specifically focused 
on patron housing within 
Chautauqua Institution.

The first topic of conver-
sation in the forum was the 
proposed plan to evaluate 
new housing options, in-
cluding new denomination-
al housing, condos and sin-
gle-family homes previously 
mentioned by Keogh. How-
ever, he noted implement-
ing these changes would not 
come without challenges.

“[We’ve] now used a fair 
amount of land, and that 
tends to be the spots where 
you’d actually have to tear 
down trees, right? You’d 
have to build fresh, and so 
those are trade-offs,” Ke-
ogh said. “If we were strict-
ly trying to be a real estate 
investment firm and we 
were trying to maximize 
the immediate return, we 
would probably build a lot 
more houses. But we were 
trying to maximize the 
long-term return and the 
impact on the community 
of Chautauqua.”

Another Chautauquan 
suggested University Park 

as an area for new housing 
developments.

“We partnered with out-
side folks to do this. When 
we look at it, single-family 
homes would be the easiest 
to do because it’s a non-fi-
nancial thing for folks,” Ke-
ogh responded. “You don’t 
buy a single-family house 
here at Chautauqua [think-
ing], ‘I’m going to make a 
business.’ You buy it be-
cause you think it’s going to 
transform your family, and 
it will, and that you’re going 
to hold it for 50 years, and 
you’re not really worried 
about the price of it too 
much. A condo is probably 
not that same way. You’re 
actually going to buy it, 
thinking, ‘I will probably 
sell this at some point.’”

While houses can ensure 
more longtime Chautau-
quans, Keogh noted con-
dos as an improvement for 
Chautauqua’s density.

“I would say we probably 
prefer more to have [de-
nominational housing], like 
the Presbyterian House, 
which is more housing then 
less programming space, 
versus, I believe, the Ev-
erett Jewish [Life] Center, 
which only has six or eight 
rooms,” Keogh said. “So 
we’d like to probably have 
three floors and have a lot 
more rooms.”

However, Keogh said he 
will not put forward any 
housing strategy to the board 
by the end of his tenure.  

“I’m not now recom-
mending to the board before 
I leave that they’d action any 
specific plan,” he said. 

As a basis to launching 
the project, Keogh noted 
that any changes made will 
be done in consultation with 
the Institution’s current 
master plan, which incom-
ing President Mark Coolidge 
Johnson will evaluate early 
in his tenure.

“[So], 12 to 18 months to 
get to a master plan that 
we wanted to bring out and 

share with the community, 
and then we would refine it 
after that,” Laurie Branch, 
chair of the Board of Trust-
ees, said. “Ideally, we might 
have some frameworks to 
share next summer and 
some more concrete things 
to share the summer after.”

Keogh concluded the fo-
rum with a reflection of the 
season at hand as his ten-
ure reaches its conclusion. 

“I think we’ve hopefully, as 
a staff, gotten this culture ex-
perimentation the same way 
you would in a good strong 
business, and hopefully we 
as a community have come 
around to the idea that we’ll 
try these things, and some 
of them will be permanent 
because some of them will 

work, and we’ll make them 
permanent, and others won’t, 
and we’ll go back and readjust 
those,” Keogh said. “Histor-
ically, we occasionally hear, 
‘Oh, you changed this, and 

no one consulted me,’ and I 
hopefully got to the point that 
said, ‘Hey, we can’t consult 
everybody in every decision, 
but a lot of these are two-way 
doors. We can exit back out, 

and hopefully, we can have 
this culture of experimen-
tation that continually im-
proves on the amazing places 
here.’ So, with that, thank you 
very much …”

Keogh discusses patron housing in ‘Conversations with Kyle’ forum

Evolution of comedy topic of Hopper’s Chautauqua Speaks presentation
DEBORAH TREFTS
STAFF WRITER

According to the National 
Institute for Play, people 
are “wired for play,” and 
neither play nor “the sci-
ence behind it” stops when 
childhood ends.

 At 9:15 a.m. Tuesday at the 
CWC House, Allison Hopper 
will conclude the Women’s 
Club’s 2026 Chautauqua 
Speaks program with an in-
teractive presentation titled 
“Laughter & Play: An Evolu-
tionary Perspective on the 
Healing Power of Comedy.”

Combining “science with 
comic interludes,” Hopper, 
a science communicator 
and board member of the 
Chautauqua Science Group, 
will discuss the importance 
of play. She will also pro-
vide examples from laughter 
yoga — an exercise program 
emphasizing playfulness 
and laughter, breathwork 
and mindfulness meditation 
— and from improvisation.

“Members of my improv 
comedy team will be joining 
me to demonstrate play,” 
she said. “I’ll talk about im-
prov and the connection 
between improv and play 
and evolution.”

Hopper is a member of two 
improv teams affiliated with 
The Highwire Center in Balti-
more: ImprovScape and Salty 
Tomatoes. “Highwire Improv 
produces shows, workshops, 
classes, community meetups 
and training programs,” ac-
cording to its website. 

At Chautauqua Institution 
during Weeks Two, Five and 
Nine, she collaborated with 
a colleague from Highwire 
Improv to co-guide a Special 
Studies course called “Dis-
cover the Magic of Improv.”

Although Hopper was 
born in Falls Church, Vir-
ginia, she said she lived 
most of her life in New York 
City until moving to Balti-
more about 10 years ago. 
Through her involvement 
in improv, she found a wel-
coming community.

“As a young person, I 
was involved with theater 
and filmmaking,” Hopper 
wrote on her website, Spi-
ral Zoom. “I came late to the 
world of science. … My in-
terest in evolution stemmed 
from my lifelong love of sea-
shells and the desire to un-
derstand how spiral shapes 
form in nature. In my work, 
the epic of evolution is told 

as a story that is full of in-
spiring characters, creativi-
ty and resilience in the face 
of hardship.”

Hopper also attributes 
her evolutionary science 
pathway to her parents’ 
church affiliation. “That 
pathway was from growing 
up as a Unitarian Universal-
ist,” she said. “I’m not very 
active now, but I grew up 
with a very secular view.”

She continued: “Because I 
grew up without a spiritual 
origin story, I personally feel 
it’s very important to know 
what your origin story is. 
And for me, that is evolution. 
I study it as a way of know-
ing, ‘Who am I? Where did I 
come from?’”

According to her, “the 
demographic that pro-
motes creationism is more 
of a unified voice that pas-
sionately believes kids need 
an origin story.”

At Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege in Yonkers, New York, 
where Hopper earned her 
Bachelor of Arts, she con-
centrated on writing and 
European history.

“Early in my career I 
worked on PBS documen-
taries,” she wrote on Spiral 

Zoom. “More recently I’ve 
been a graphic designer and 
project manager for a vari-
ety of financial institutions 
and companies that special-
ize in medical imaging. To-
day I’m a science communi-
cator with a Master’s degree 
in Educational Design from 
New York University.”

Approaches to teaching 
evolution are Hopper’s cur-
rent focus.

“There’s basically been 
censorship around evo-
lution for all ages in this 
country,” she said. “And one 
of the ways it’s been done, 
to the extent teachers are 
mandated to teach evolu-
tion, the materials are very 
scarce and boring.”

They are not fun and not 
colorful, she said. 

“Everything in the schools 
is made technical and ac-
ademically complex,” Hop-

per continued. “They’re not 
presented as something that 
might matter to you. It’s: ‘This 
is complex, and by law we 
must cover it in a day.’ For a 
long time — decades — one of 
the only books that Scholas-
tic Books published (on evolu-
tion) was on the evolution of 
Pokémon characters.”

 According to Hop-
per, there are hundreds of 
books and materials about 
creationism and only a few 
very academic offerings 
about evolution.

“My talk is about the 
evolution of play,” she said. 
“… I’ll be looking at how 
play creates the possibility 
of connection. … (Improv 
games) can connect us 
across language barriers, 
and … also species barriers 
when we play with our dogs 
and our cats.”

Hopper said that she will 

conclude her talk with a brief 
exploration of artificial intel-
ligence and research studies 
regarding the possibility ”for 
AI to exhibit play behavior.” In 
other words, “Can AI play?”

HOPPER

[We’ve] now used a fair amount of land, and that tends to be the spots where 
you’d actually have to tear down trees, right? You’d have to build fresh, and so 
those are trade-offs. If we were strictly trying to be a real estate investment firm 
and we were trying to maximize the immediate return, we would probably build a 
lot more houses. But we were trying to maximize the long-term return and the 
impact on the community of Chautauqua.”

—KYLE KEOGH 
Interim Chief Executive

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Interim Chief Executive Kyle Keogh answers Chautauquans’ questions about patron housing during “Conversations With Kyle” Aug. 17 in 
Smith Wilkes Hall. 
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“Our ancestors, whichever 
community you come from, 
if you go back long enough, 
were gathering,” Parker said 
in the interview. “Wheth-
er their cave was clean or 
whether they had a boil on 
their shoulder or wheth-
er they had an overbearing 
mother-in-law, they were 
gathering. And so in mod-
ern life, there are so many 
reasons that we choose not 
to gather or we feel like we 
can’t gather, and it is keeping 

us apart from one another.” 
Later in the same inter-

view, Parker said anyone can 
participate in this art of gath-
ering, but if Americans don’t 
start to gather more, larger 
conflicts can arise.  

“Every legal expert in au-
thoritarianism basically says 
the antidote to authoritari-
anism is connection,” Park-
er said in the interview. “It’s 
knowing your neighbors. 
It’s knowing, ‘Hey, how bad 
could they be? Their first 
concert was a Toni Braxton 
concert!’ It’s these tiny little 
social bridges.” 

Further, Parker examined 
aspects of group life, which 
she said is a balance between 
“we” and “I,” and she gave ad-
vice on how to maintain har-
mony between the two.

“Part of group life is the 
tools we have to make sure 
we have enough voice as an 
individual, and also the tools 
we have to choose to give up 
some amount of freedom to 
be part of something greater 
than ourselves,” Parker said. 

In addition to publishing 
The Art of Gathering in 2018, 
Parker provides The Art of 
Gathering Online Courses 
and multiple workshops and a 
variety of resources on gath-
ering, which are all accessible 
on her website.  

“Artful gathering is a life-
long practice that instills in 
you a curiosity, willingness 

and a generosity of spirit to 
ask: How might we do this 
differently?” Parker wrote on 
her website. “What does it 
look like to design a gathering 
that reflects who we are — in 
all of our differences — and 
the world we desire to build?” 

Coming in September, 
Parker’s newest book, The 
Art of Fighting: The Trans-
formative Power of Conflict, 
in which she “explains that 
we can’t form and grow ef-
fective relationships with-
out a fight,” according to the 
book’s description, will hit 
bookshelves. “She rejects 
the idea that conflict is ab-
normal or that good groups 
don’t fight. All groups 
change and evolve; indeed, 
it’s because people disagree 
that good groups flourish.” 

In his lecture today, Arel-
lano said he will imple-
ment more storytelling 
about his journey to his 
new life as a Homie.

He said his lecture will 
outline his journey of 
“what it was like (as a gang 
member), what happened 
and what it’s like now and 
what we’re doing as an 
organization to continue 
that for others.”

Homeboy Industries is 
an organization with in-
ternational acclaim, but 
for a week each summer 
since 2012, Chautauqua 
has become a home for a 
few Homies.

As recorded in a 2022 
Daily article, former Di-
rector of Religion Mau-
reen Rovegno said at the 
time of her tenure that 
when Boyle first came to 
Chautauqua in 2012, “ev-
erybody just fell in love 
with him, and people 
told him, ‘Come back, but 
bring the Homies.’ ” The 
following year, Boyle re-
turned with two Homies.

In his 2021 Interfaith Lec-
ture, Arellano spoke about 
gratitude toward Chautau-
qua as a place to share sto-
ries and receive acceptance.

“There’s something I 
feel here in Chautauqua,” 
Arellano said. “You guys 
make us feel like we’re a 
part of you, and that’s spe-
cial, and that’s divine and 
that’s holy.”

He said this kind of in-
clusivity is a catalyst for 
doing something greater 
with life: “When you’re in 
a safe place, you can find 
out the truth about who 
you truly are, and when 
you begin there, every-
thing in your life will begin 
to change.”

On many platforms, Arel-

lano has been candid about 
his childhood surrounded 
by gang culture, the devas-
tating loss of his cousin, the 
point in his life where he 
thought there was no hope 
left for him and how that 
led him to seek help from 
Homeboy Industries.

In a 2023 interview with 
local Spectrum News 1 in 
Rochester, he said, “When 
my mother died, I think 
something inside of me 
broke. I know it sounds 
crazy, but my mother did 
more for me in death than 
she was able to do for me 
in life. The death of my 
mother was like the begin-
ning of a new life for me.”

In his previous Interfaith 
Lecture, Arellano outlined 
his experience as a preteen 
witnessing his mom’s addic-
tion to methamphetamines.

“We became more 
and more poor,” he said. 
“Lights were getting 
turned off; even the wa-
ter got turned off.” He de-
scribed how his own home 
became a hub for gang 
members, and he was led 
down a tumultuous path 
to incarceration.

Today, he is dedicated 
to helping others break 
free from violence, ad-
diction and trauma. He 
has described the gratifi-
cation he feels from a life 
devoted to offering hope 
and guidance to others 
starting anew. 

“It’s my honor to be able 
to continue to be there 
now in a leadership posi-
tion, to help create experi-
ences that help people see 
the truth about their lives,” 
he said in his 2021 lecture. 
“That they’re exactly what 
God had in mind when 
God created them, that 
they’re worthy no matter 
what they’ve done or what 
they’ve been through.”

Following his time with the 
NYCB, Mitchell and Shook 
— his mentor and teacher — 
founded the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, which made its 
official performance debut 
in 1971 at the Guggenheim 
Museum.

“Their vision remains 
one of the most democrat-
ic in dance,” Johnson wrote. 
“In moments of extreme in-
justice and frustration the 
most impactful art is born. 
This is true of the inception 
of one of the most influen-
tial American ballet compa-
nies of the last five decades, 
Dance Theatre of Harlem.”

Dance Theatre of Har-
lem Artistic Director Rob-
ert Garland said this in-
volvement and engagement 
with the community gives 
the company a “unique 
perspective and meaning-
ful advantage.”

“When Arthur Mitch-
ell founded Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, many believed 
that Black people and the 
art form of ballet were in-
compatible,” Garland said. 
“His vision — and the com-
munity that embraced it — 
proved otherwise.” 

Prior to the 7:30 p.m. 
performance, Vice Presi-
dent of Performing and Vi-
sual Arts Laura Savia said 
Garland will give a pre-
show talk moderated by 
Chautauqua Dance Circle 
President Anita Lin at 6:15 
p.m. in Smith Wilkes Hall.

After the pre-show talk, 
the company will perform 
two pieces choreographed by 
Garland: “New Bach” and the 
first and fourth movements of 
Hailstork Symphony No. 1.

Garland said “New Bach,” 
a neoclassical ballet piece 
created by Balanchine and 
cultivated at Dance The-
atre of Harlem by Mitchell, 
was first performed in Sep-
tember 2001 following 9/11. 

The piece contains 
“‘post-modern-urban neo-
classicism,’ infusing pop-
ular vernacular dance and 
Africanist influences within 
a framework of George Bal-
anchine’s neoclassical ballet 
influences,” Garland said.  

Garland created Hailstork 
Symphony No. 1 and said it 
celebrates the music of Adol-
phus Hailstork, “whose work 
bridges classical tradition 
with the rich expressive lan-
guage of the African Ameri-
can musical experience.” 

Garland said, “It is an 
honor for Dance Theatre of 
Harlem to bring his music to 
life through movement and 
to celebrate the extraor-
dinary contribution he has 
made to American music.”  

In addition, Garland said 
the company will perform 
Robert Bandara’s “Take Me 
with You,” featuring cho-
reography and movement 
originally inspired by Ra-
diohead’s song “Reckoner.” 
He said the choreography 
comes close to “reflecting 
about our existence” and 
trying to understand the 

meaning of life.
“What is essential for 

the piece is metaphysical 
experience, an elusive at-
mosphere determining the 
relationship between the 
dancers on the stage,” Gar-
land said. “[Danza&Danza] 
magazine has said: ‘Bonda-
ra’s “Take Me with You” finds 
a soulmate in Radiohead’s 
restless beat, so skillfully 
employed ... The body lan-
guage is searingly honest 
connecting social relation-
ships and inner feelings.’” 

Lastly, Garland said the 
company will perform a 
commission for the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem, William 
Forsythe’s latest installment 
in The Barre Project: “Blake 
Works IV,” inspired by sing-
er-songwriter James Blake. 

“The Barre series be-
gan in 2021 at the height of 
the pandemic as a filmed 
dance that was streamed to 
a global audience facing the 
restrictions on live perfor-
mance at the time,” Garland 
said. “The live stage version 
for Dance Theatre of Har-
lem features choreographed 

sections that highlight the 
diverse and formidable tal-
ents of our ensemble and is 
a version of the ballet that is 
unique to Dance Theatre of 
Harlem alone.” 

Garland said he hopes 
audience members will 
leave the performance 
knowing that ballet is fun, 
exciting and that theater is 
always a great experience.

PARKER
FROM PAGE 1

When Arthur Mitchell 
founded Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, many believed 
that Black people and the 
art form of ballet were 
incompatible. His vision 
— and the community 
that embraced it — 
proved otherwise.”

— ROBERT GARLAND 
Artistic Director,  

Dance Theatre of Harlem

DANCE THEATRE
FROM PAGE 1

ARELLANO
FROM PAGE 1

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Chautauquans fill the Amphitheater stage and dance in their seats during the Community Gathering with Dance Theatre of Harlem 
Sunday in the Amphitheater. 

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Andre McGregor II, center, helps Caryl Yanow, left, and Christine Fulton 
with their dance moves.
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The end of a life calls for 
deeply personal decisions 
based on culture, faith tra-
ditions, spirituality and what 
a person believes is a life 
worth living. Dr. Shahid Aziz, 
an expert in medical ethics 
and palliative care, is in the 
business of fostering com-
munication to pursue more 
peaceful outcomes with the 
decisions that accompany 
this inevitable end.

Aziz will lead this Sum-
mer Season’s final session of 
“Courageous Conversations 
on Death and Dying” at 3:30 
p.m. today in the Presbyteri-
an House Chapel.

To Aziz, conversations 
about death and dying are 
worth the courage it takes. 
He stresses that thoughtful 
decision-making and com-
munication are essential to 
reducing unnecessary suf-
fering, both for patients who 
wish not to be kept alive 
through “artificial means” 
and those who must grapple 
with end-of-life decisions on 
behalf of their loved ones.

Aziz now devotes much 
of his life to helping people 
navigate decisions related to 
palliative and hospice care 
because he said he has seen 
insufficient conversation 
on these matters become a 
blockade to finding peace. 

“What happens at the end 
of life stays with you,” Aziz 
said. “If it’s a nice, peace-
ful, dignified death and you 
think about it, it gives you 
solace. If it’s not, it gives you 
a lot of aggravation.”

He said his weekly ses-
sions at Chautauqua Insti-
tution navigate the topics of 
advance care planning, life-
saving medical interventions, 
medical orders, hospice care, 
palliative medicine, demen-
tia, expediting death, ethics 
committees, grief and how 
to approach this subject with 
children and family.

The session always ends 
with Q-and-A, and Aziz said 
he will always stay for how-
ever long it takes to answer 
everyone who has questions.

“If somebody asks a ques-
tion, I have a story on almost 
everything,” Aziz said.

Aziz started his career as 
an academic pediatrician and 
eventually became chair of 
the ethics committee.

“I saw all these cases; they 
all had to do with end-of-
life. And I said, ‘Maybe this is 
where some work needs to 
be done,’” he said. Aziz docu-
mented his journey to identi-
fying this need in the preface 
of his 2018 book Courageous 
Conversations on Dying - The 
Gift of Palliative Care: A Prac-
tical Guide for Physicians, 
Healthcare Providers, & All 
the People They Serve.

“As soon as people know 
what I do for a living, they al-
ways have a story,” Aziz said.

A man Aziz met in Mexi-
co described how — still, 30 
years later — the decision to 
end his wife’s life-prolonging 
treatment weighed on him. 
He said no one had ever ratio-
nalized the decision to him, 
which left him wondering and 
suffering instead of seeing 
that her quality of life had al-
ready decreased.

“The word I use — which, 
actually, one of my patients 
used — is how it was a ‘gift’ to 
his wife not to let her suffer 
unnecessarily because she 
wasn’t going to get anything 
out of it,” Aziz said.

He said the two conversed 
honestly about the man’s ex-
perience and, through tears 
and laughter, were able to 
find solace through dialogue.

He said knowing some-
one’s answer to “When would 
you consider life to have lost 
its meaning?” prevents doc-
tors and families from get-
ting “stuck” in decisions to 
continue life-prolonging 
treatments such as medi-
cines, life support machines, 
artificial nutrition and dialy-
sis in those who lack the ca-
pacity to communicate these 
decisions themselves.

He said if this conversation 
does not happen in advance, 
the law dictates that the next 
of kin is the decision maker. 
”If they don’t have any idea 
what mom or dad or whoever 
considered a meaningful life, 
it’s the hardest decision for 
them to say, ‘Okay, stop pro-
longing their life.’”

He said he has patients 
who express confidence that 

their family will do what’s 
right for them, but according 
to Aziz, it isn’t as easy when 
the time comes.

“I can tell you multiple cas-
es, including a father, a moth-
er, a priest, a minister, and 
a nurse and a doctor, who, 
when it came time to make 
that hard decision, although 
the right decision, they said, 
‘I can make that decision. I 
know it is the right thing to 
do, but I can’t do it.’”

He explained how mod-
ern medical advancements to 
prolong lives introduced the 
need for people to have these 
“courageous conversations,” 
because “we became so good 
at not letting the organs die 
that even when a person 
sometimes doesn’t have any 
quality of life, we can still 
keep them ‘alive.’”

For example, one of his 
own determinants for this 
decision if he is no longer 
smiling, which he outlines in 
his book, among other ex-
amples of people’s criteria 
for their “minimum level of 
meaningful existence.” 

Aziz outlined three ques-
tions that can help determine 
or clarify what a person finds 
acceptable regarding mini-
mum mental function, min-
imum physical function and 
life-prolonging treatments. 
He said, like many decisions, 
the best way to find a reso-
lution is to “have everyone 
around the table.”

Maintaining an air of light-
heartedness on the topic, he 
jokingly compared this ap-
proach to limbo because he 
said it essentially asks, “How 
low can you go?”

He said this is where plan-
ning is key. “If you can define 
where it’s not meaningful in 
terms of your mental function 
and awareness, and in terms 
of your physical abilities, then 
we know now the time has 
come not to force you to live 
the life you don’t want to live,” 
Aziz explained.

He described that the 
simplest way to think about 
this ethical evaluation is to 
ask how good the decision 
is for the patient and if it is 
what the patient would have 
wanted. He said if it is no 
longer possible to ask them, 

the decision-maker should 
consider “the golden rule” 
and put themselves in the 
patient’s position.

Good ethics, Aziz said, “is 
really not anything more than 
rational reasoning” and cre-
ating outcomes that people 
see the good in.

He said, “80% of palliative 
medicine and hospice med-
icine is guiding people to a 
path that they feel comfort-
able with, feel peaceful with 
and is dignified.”

Aziz credits former Direc-
tor of Religion Maureen Ro-
vegno — whom he met when 
he sat next to her at a lecture 
in the Hall of Philosophy in 
2004 — with incorporating 
his sessions into the Depart-
ment of Religion’s programs. 
He said she saw his work as 
“ministering to the people” 
and suitable for Chautauqua’s 
pillar of Religion.

Before connecting with 
Rovegno, Aziz led Special 
Studies courses at the Insti-
tution, but he was motivat-
ed to reach more people. He 
said with the help of Roveg-
no and Nancy Bechtolt, they 
made his first “Courageous 
Conversations” lecture hap-
pen in the Hall of Philosophy 
in 2011 during a week fo-
cused on ethics.

Chautauqua’s platform is 
meaningful to Aziz because 

it allows him to reach more 
people about an approach to 
medical outcomes where the 
primary goal is peace. 

“There are other people 
who talk about advance di-
rectives a lot,” he said. 

His approach of talking 
about advance care planning 
takes “the quality of care 
route” rather than “just the 
disease and treatment route.” 
For Aziz, the work is centered 
on “helping people make ra-
tional decisions.” He said, 
“I’m helping them feel more 
at peace with their decisions. 
I’m having the family involved, 
so … when the time comes, 
everybody’s at peace that the 
things are being done.”

Aziz said he does not see 
this topic as morbid. “It’s just 
the normal cycle of life. We’re 
just trying to make that cycle 
good for you.”

His line of work has put 
him regularly close to death, 
including children. He said 
people ask him, “How come 
you are not depressed?” Aziz 
said his answer lies in ac-
cepting death and the ability 
to improve hard times, even 
if only in small ways. While 
he said the job can be “very 
morally distressing,” he de-
scribed how helping others 
find peace has also helped 
him find his own.

“I have accepted the fact 

that children are going to 
die. I don’t want it to happen. 
I don’t wish it on anybody, 
but it’s going to happen. 
Now, since I can help those 
children and their parents 
and the family get through it 
— this difficult time — a little 
bit better, and maybe make 
the ending a little bit better, 
then I’m doing something 
good,” Aziz said.

He said in the field of hos-
pice care, professionals talk 
extensively about avoiding 
burnout. For Aziz, finding 
other outlets to enrich life is 
important; he cited hobbies, 
such as sports, that allow him 
to take a break and step away 
from his work. As one hob-
by, he said he picked up the 
harmonica, which he plays 
during each Monday session. 
Amid heavy topics, Aziz in-
corporates humor and art.

In addition to his musical 
breaks, Aziz often turns to 
poetry during his sessions. 
During his Aug. 17 event,  
he read “If I can stop one 
heart from breaking” by Em-
ily Dickinson:

“If I can stop one heart 
from breaking, / I shall not 
live in vain; / If I can ease one 
life the aching, / Or cool one 
pain, / Or help one fainting 
robin / Unto his nest again, / 
I shall not live in vain.”
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Love is God’s religion, mercy is God’s love language, preaches Boyle

Dr. Aziz pursues more peaceful endings through education on end-of-life decisions

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Medical ethicist and hospice physician Dr. Shahid Aziz speaks about end-of-life planning, 
misconceptions about hospice care, ethics and grief during his class titled “Courageous Conversations 
on Death and Dying” Aug. 17 in the Presbyterian House Chapel.

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. delivers his sermon “Fill the Earth with Mercy” 
Sunday in the Amphitheater. 

I n Matthew 16:13–20, Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., told the 
congregation at the 10:45 a.m. Sunday morning worship 

service in the Amphitheater, “You know who Jesus is. It is not 
so much who he is, but how you say it.”

Boyle is the chaplain for Week Nine at Chautauqua. Refer-
ring to the rain that was coming in heavy downpours that 
morning, he said he went out for a walk. “Bob Marley said 
some people feel the rain, others just get wet. I got wet.”  He 
also noted that when he first came to Chautauqua, he had 
hair. “Just sayin,’ ” he quipped.

The title of Boyle’s sermon was “Fill the Earth with Mercy,” 
taken from signs all around the Colorado shrine to Mother 
Cabrini, founder of the Institute of the Missionary Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the first American to be canon-
ized as a saint. Boyle used stories about the Homies (members 
of Homeboy Industries) to illustrate his sermon points.

“Maybe you say it with a megaphone at the corner of First 
and Soto,” Boyle said. He had three Homies in the car and was 
taking them to Jack in the Box for a meal after getting them 
out of a housing project where they might have gotten shot.

A man with a megaphone was saying who he thought 
Jesus was and yelling about Jesus being his personal sav-
ior. There were people on every corner handing out fliers, 
Boyle said. “They came over to our car and little Rusty 
was sitting in the shotgun seat; they handed him a flier. 
Then the light turned green and we started going, and 
Rusty read from the flier haltingly, ‘Are you tired of being 
tired? There is a way out. Do you drink too much? Do you 
get high? Are you depressed? Do you gang bang? Do you 
have trouble in your marriage?’ He put the flier down and 
looked at me and said, ‘Damn, G. Three out of five.’”

Mercy, said Boyle, is larger than what we know. “If love is 
God’s religion, mercy is God’s love language, to feel cherished 
and unconditional love.” Louie, a Homeboy, had a conversa-
tion with his daughter. She was getting to the age that she 
realized that her father had a past that included drugs, prison 
and gangs. One day, she asked her father, “Daddy, are you a 
bad man? Even if you are, I still love you.”

Trappist monk Thomas Merton called this act mercy with-
in mercy within mercy. “This mercy is larger than love. We 
worship Jesus instead of holding out to follow him,” Boyle said. 
“Mirabai Starr said, ‘Once you know the God of love, you can 
fire all the others.’ Hold out for ‘no matter what-ness.’ Love is 
God’s religion and mercy is the language of God’s love.”

Michael, age 38, and Joe, age 20, went with Boyle on a 
speaking engagement. They both worked in the Homegirl 
Café, and Boyle asked Joe if that was his full name. Joe said, 
“My mom did not trust me with more words.” Boyle asked 
what Joe knew about his father. Joe said, “I have only met my 
dad like three times. Let’s face it, I was a mistake.” Michael, 
who had not said much, interjected, “I am going to stop you 

right there. You are no mistake.”
Boyle told the congregation, “When you have washed the 

world’s feet, your hands stop shaking. You are aligned with 
the God of love and you land at mercy, at cherished belonging. 
Mercy is essential; hold out for mercy.”

Saul had been left homeless at the age of 9. His mother 
packed up and left. Saul lived on the streets, was a dumpster 
diver and joined a gang. He ended up at Homeboy, and he 
came in one morning, excited to share something with Boyle.

“I was walking home on Soto and came to the park, and I 
saw an older guy on a bench, shivering with a half-empty 40 
ounce beer bottle. You know my favorite sweater, my favorite 
blue one? I took it off and laid it on him,” Saul said to Boyle. He 
continued, “Hey, I’m not telling you this because I am all that 
and a bag of chips. I’m telling you, ‘I know that bench.’ I have 
been on that bench.”

Boyle said, “James Finley writes that when love touches 
suffering, love turns suffering into mercy. We don’t want to 
settle for anything less than the merciful way God sees. Pope 
Francis used to say mercy is God.”

Homeboy Industries has a silk-screening enterprise that 
has been in business for 31 years. “They are high quality at a 
good price and we can UPS them to Mayville,” Boyle said.

Boyle shared the story of Youngster and Puppet, who 
were going to work together in the silk-screening shop. 
Youngster was new and as he met the crew, which included 
at least 15 members of rival gangs, he shook hands with all 
of them. But he and Puppet could not shake hands. “There 
was a hatred too deep to get past,” Boyle said. “I told them 
if they could not work together, there were other people 
waiting for those jobs.”

One night, Puppet went to the store and on his way home, 
he was waylaid in an alley by rival gang members. They beat 
him almost to death and would not quit kicking his head. 
He was taken to the hospital and kept on life support for 48 
hours, then the death certificate was signed. Boyle said, “I 
anointed him, said a blessing and we disconnected the life 
support. I buried him a week later.”

Youngster called Boyle while Puppet was still in the hospi-
tal. Youngster said, “That’s messed up. Is there anything I can 
do? Give blood? He was not my enemy, he was my friend; we 
worked together.”

Boyle said, “I am asked, ‘Can I say this always happens?’ 
I say yes. ‘Are there any exceptions?’ ‘I can’t remember any.’ 
When we wash the feet of others, our hands stop shaking. We 
are connected to each other. Are you my enemy? Even if you 
are, I love you.”

He continued, “We are called to be merciful. When love 
touches suffering, love turns suffering into mercy. Choose to 
go forth and fill the world with mercy, even if you are three 
out of five.” There was a loud clap of thunder, and the congre-
gation applauded.

The Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, senior pastor of Chau-
tauqua, presided. Gina Kudrav, host at the Catholic House for 
the last three weeks of the season, read the Scripture. This was 
the last Sunday for organ scholar Owen Reyda. He is return-
ing to Oberlin College’s Conservatory of Music for his senior 
year. He played “Innig, Op. 56” by Robert Schumann for the 
prelude on the Massey Memorial Organ. Aug. 23 was Interim 
Director of Sacred Music Sonya Subbayya Sutton’s birth-
day. For the anthem, she directed the Chautauqua Choir in 
Chichester Psalms: III, “Psalm 131 and 133, verse 1,” by Leonard 
Bernstein. The choir sang in Hebrew and was accompanied 
on the Massey Organ by Reyda. The offertory anthem, sung by 
the choir under the direction of Sutton and accompanied by 
Reyda on the Massey Organ, was “Fresh Fire,” music by Robert 
Benson and text by Michael Hudson. Reyda played “Fugue, Op. 
12,” by Maurice Duruflé on the Massey Organ. Support for this 
week’s preaching and chaplaincy is made possible by The Lois 
Raynow Department of Religion Fund and The Daney-Holden 
Chaplaincy Fund.
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C L A S S I F I E D S

TO ADVERTISE: 
716-357-6206

FOR RENT

2027 Week 8 (8/14/27-8/21/27) 
and/or (Week 9 (8/21/27-8/28/27) 
St.Elmo Week 8 and/or Week 9. 
First Floor studio apartment. 
Beautiful private porch. Brand 
new bath with walk-in shower. A 
perfect comfortable home away 
from home. Best location on the 
grounds! Possibility to extend to 
Labor Day. Call or text Marc for 
details: (908) 385-1299

A free, skill-based, 90-minute workshop 
to help create a Chautauqua where 
everyone belongs.
Select one of the following:  
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 

Creating an Inclusive  
Chautauqua & Beyond:
Interrupt microaggressions effectively

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Want to subscribe? Visit 
our website to view rates 
and call to get set up. 
The Daily can be mailed 
anywhere in the country.
chqdaily.com/subscribe
716-357-6235

Ami Eden, CEO and execu-
tive editor of 70 Faces Media, 
will lead the Everett Jewish 
Life Center at Chautauqua’s 
Week Nine and final pro-
gramming of the season 
with two talks exploring the 
state of Jewish media and 
the stakes of Israel’s next 
election for Jews in America 
and around the world.

Eden is CEO and execu-
tive editor of 70 Faces Me-
dia, the country’s largest 
and most diverse Jewish 
media company, whose 
properties include the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency, My 
Jewish Learning, Kveller, 
Hey Alma, The Nosher and 
the New York Jewish Week. 
He previously served as 
CEO and editor-in-chief 
of JTA, overseeing the 
groundbreaking merger 
that created 70 Faces Me-
dia — uniting legacy Jew-
ish journalism and digi-
tal innovation to meet the 
rapidly changing needs of 
Jewish audiences. He held 
earlier senior roles at the 
Forward and the Jewish 
Exponent in Philadelphia. 
An award-winning journal-
ist, his work has appeared 
in The New York Times, 
Ha’aretz, the Times of Is-
rael, the Jerusalem Post, 
the Forward and dozens of 
community Jewish news-
papers across the country.

At 3:30 p.m. Monday in 
the EJLCC, Eden will de-
liver “Meeting the Mo-
ment: How Jewish Media 
Can Help a Community in 
Crisis.” American Jews are 
navigating a period of pro-
found uncertainty — rising 
antisemitism, deepening 
political polarization and 
fallout from Oct. 7 have 
left many feeling isolated, 

distrustful of traditional 
institutions and searching 
for reliable information and 
meaningful connection. At 
a time when mainstream 
media often misses or mis-
understands the concerns 
of Jewish communities, 
Eden will explore how Jew-
ish journalism can help in-
form, connect, challenge 
and strengthen a commu-
nity facing one of the most 
consequential moments in 
its modern history.

Eden continues at 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday with a 
Lunch Talk titled “The Is-
raeli Elections: What’s at 
Stake for Israel, the Unit-
ed States and American 
Jews.” As Israel prepares 
for its next election, the 
stakes extend far beyond 
the makeup of the next 
governing coalition. Eden 
will lead a wide-ranging 
conversation on the politi-
cal, security, economic and 
social issues shaping the 
campaign — exploring the 
key personalities, emerg-
ing coalitions and compet-
ing visions for the country 
and why the results will 
matter well beyond Israel’s 
borders for the U.S.-Israel  
relationship and American 
Jewish communities.

The week’s Jewish Film 
Series screens Monday and 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. 
with “Among Neighbors,” a 
2025 American documen-
tary running 100 minutes. 
A Holocaust survivor and 
residents of Gniewoszów, 
Poland, discuss the compli-
cated history of their town 
and the interplay of love 
and hatred that shaped the 
lives of Polish and Jewish 
neighbors during World 
War II.

Eden to lead Week Nine 
programs at EJLCC

The SR Pieper Family Servant 
Leadership Lecture Fund 
generously supports Priya 
Parker’s lecture at 10:45 a.m. 
today in the Amphitheater.

Established in 2023, the 
fund is dedicated to ad-
vancing the principles of 
servant leadership by sup-
porting lectures and edu-
cational experiences that 
explore its impact on indi-
viduals and communities.

The fund’s focus on lead-
ership, learning and stron-

ger communities reflects 
values that have long been 
central to the Pieper fami-
ly’s work and philanthropy. 
Richard Pieper, president of 
the SR Pieper Family Foun-
dation, has long champi-
oned leadership develop-
ment and public dialogue. 
Through their generosity, 
the Pieper family continues 
to strengthen Chautauqua’s 
mission of lifelong learning 
and meaningful dialogue.

The Kay Hardesty Logan 
Fund generously supports 
the Chautauqua Cham-
ber Music: American Brass 
Quintet performance at 
4 p.m. today in Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall. Through its 
support, the Fund helps 
sustain Chautauqua’s long-
standing tradition of ex-
ceptional chamber music.

Created in 2017 to hon-
or longtime Chautauqua 
music patron Kay Hard-
esty Logan, the Fund 
reflects her belief that 
chamber music was an 
essential part of the Insti-
tution’s musical offerings. 
Along with additional 
support from the trust-
ees of the Kay Hardesty 
Logan Foundation, the 
Fund helps ensure that 
chamber music remains a 
vibrant part of Chautau-
qua’s musical life for gen-
erations to come.

Logan’s relationship 
with Chautauqua began 
in the 1950s, when she at-
tended the School of Mu-

sic on scholarship to study 
flute. She often described 
her time at Chautauqua as 
life-changing, an experience 
that shaped both her musi-
cal career and lifelong con-
nection to the Institution.

Today’s performance 
carries forward the mu-
sical legacy Logan worked 
so passionately to pre-
serve. Through the Fund’s 
generosity, Chautauqua 
can continue to present 
accomplished chamber 
musicians and create in-
timate opportunities for 
audiences to experience 
the artistry, collaboration 
and connection that de-
fine the genre.

Logan died in 2016, 
but her influence lives on 
through the many cham-
ber music performances 
presented at Chautauqua 
each summer. Her gener-
osity ensures that future 
generations can experi-
ence the inspiration and 
joy that music brought to 
her life.

The Thomas and Shirley 
Musgrave Woolaway Fund 
generously supports Jose 
Arellano’s lecture at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Phi-
losophy. We extend our 
sincere gratitude for the 
Fund’s generous support 
of Chautauqua’s interfaith 
programming and com-
mitment to ethical and 
civic dialogue.

Established as a perma-
nent fund to support eth-
ics-based programming, 
The Thomas and Shirley 
Musgrave Woolaway Fund 
advances conversations 
on civil discourse and 
religious understanding 
through the Interfaith 

Lecture Series. The Wool-
away family has main-
tained a deep and lasting 
connection to Chautau-
qua, with Thomas and 
Shirley spending many 
summers on the grounds 
and enjoying time sailing 
on Chautauqua Lake.

Through their generosi-
ty and lifelong engagement, 
the Woolaway family helps 
sustain Chautauqua’s tra-
dition of thoughtful con-
versation, ethical inquiry 
and spiritual exploration. 
Their support ensures that 
opportunities for dialogue 
across diverse perspectives 
remain an important part of 
the Chautauqua experience.

Logan Fund supports 
American Brass Quintet

Musgrave Woolaway 
Fund supports Arellano

Pieper Fund supports Parker



NORA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Saturday afternoon, the 
toll of the Bryant Bell 
echoed across Chautauqua 
Lake and Chautauqua Insti-
tution’s grounds, ringing in 
the new reading season of 
curiosity and three newly 
announced 2027 Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle selections.

“Bryant Day was the first 
of the memorial days that 
CLSC members would hon-
or throughout the year,” 
Mary Lee Talbot, grand 
marshal of the Banner Pa-
rade for the 2026 CLSC 
graduating class and his-
torian of the CLSC Alumni 
Association, said. 

Originally, Talbot ex-
plained, Bryant Day — 
named after William Cullen 
Bryant — was held in Oc-
tober, but in about the last 
10 years, it has taken place 
during the Summer Season, 
with the early announce-
ment of some of the book 
selections giving members 
more time to start reading.  

At 11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Chautauquans gathered 
below Miller Bell Tow-
er, waiting in anticipation 
for what the 2027 reading 
season would bring. Em-
ily and Richard Smucker 
Chair for Education Jor-
dan Steves presented the 
audience with a history of 
Bryant Day before welcom-
ing President of the Alum-
ni Association of the CLSC 
Pat McDonald to recite 
a poem by Grace Living-
ston-Hill-Lutz.

Harmonies filled the 
air as the Motet Choir led 
Chautauquans in “From 
Age to Age they Gather,” 
sung to the tune of “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic.”

Following the perfor-
mance, Steves welcomed 
Michael I. Rudell Director of 
Literary Arts Stephine Hunt 
to announce the 2027 read-
ing season’s theme: curiosity.

“Curiosity is thinking 
about the many ways that 
each book inspires us to 
ask questions, to pursue a 
responsibility for and the 
joy of revelation, to think 
about the many ways that 
curiosity has inspired and 
created innovation and ele-

vation and evolution for us 
here at Chautauqua and be-
yond and the world around 
us,” Hunt said.  

Hunt then announced 
the three 2027 CLSC se-
lections that selectively fit 
into each week’s theme and 
follow the season’s overall 
theme of curiosity.   

Hunt unwrapped the first 
selection, Bone Valley: A 
True Story of Injustice and 
Redemption in the Heart of 
Florida, by author as well 
as host and producer of the 
podcast “Bone Valley,” Gil-
bert King, who has previ-
ously been to Chautauqua 
for his Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning book Devil in the 
Grove: Thurgood Marshall, 
the Groveland Boys, and the 
Dawn of a New America. 
Hunt said Bone Valley will 
be celebrated during Week 
Three in honor of the theme 
of “Trust.”  

“I think it’s a really good 
one for ‘Trust’ Week, think-
ing about the trust we put 
into our justice systems, 
sometimes blindly so, and 
how it sometimes fails us 
and the trust that we put 
into strangers or into our 
neighbors, sometimes in 
uncomfortable ways or 
ways that we don’t expect 
arising,” Hunt said.

Next, Hunt revealed that 
Week Eight, “On Living 
Well: A Week Curated with 
Dr. Sanjay Gupta,” will cele-
brate two books by Ameri-
can poet and essayist Diane 
Ackerman that complement 
one another — one of which 
is not yet published.

Hunt said Ackerman’s 
A Natural History of the 
Senses was originally pub-
lished in 1991 but has been 
reprinted because Ack-
erman’s A Feast in Every 
Sense, a companion book, 
will come out in 2027.

“[A Natural History of the 
Senses] is a very lyrical, in-
credible history of what sci-
entific research we’ve done 
to understand the human 
senses,” Hunt said. “It also 
pulls in some really beau-
tiful depictions of those 
senses from literature.” 

Hunt said Ackerman ex-
pands this theme in A Feast 
in Every Sense. 

“While [A Natural His-

tory of the Senses] leans 
more into the science and 
the history of our study of 
the human senses, [A Feast 
in Every Sense] takes that 
thread that has a little bit of 
the lyrical and study of lit-
erature and leans into that,” 
Hunt said. “So, this one’s 
a beautiful expansion of 
the hard science that she’s 
looking at in the first book.” 

Hunt said Bone Valley 

and A Natural History of 
the Senses are available 
for purchase, but because 
A Feast in Every Sense will 
be published in 2027, it can 
only be pre-ordered. She 
said the other selections 
are currently in discus-
sion and will be announced 
through the fall, winter 
and spring on Chautauqua 
Literary Arts’ social media 

and clscchq.org.
After revealing the first 

2027 selections, Steves 
led Chautauquans in the 
call and response before 
the Motet Choir joined the 
crowd in singing the tune 
of “America, My Country 
‘Tis of Thee” before the 
bells rang in the new sea-
son of reading.

Talbot reflected on the 

legacy of Bryant Day and 
the tradition of the ringing 
of the Bryant Bell.

“I can sort of imagine a 
woman out on the prairie 
somewhere, going, ‘Oh, it’s 
October 2 at Chautauqua, 
and they’re ringing the bell, 
and I can start reading, and 
my magazine just came and 
the books are coming,’” 
Talbot said.
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JENELL TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

At 10 p.m. tonight in Roe 
Green Theater Center, in-
augural African American 
Heritage House Distin-
guished Fellow Kwame Al-
exander will entertain and 
enlighten Chautauquans 
with a special musical sto-
rytelling performance fea-
turing jazz accompaniment.

The performance, titled 
“On Being American,” will 
take place during Chautau-
qua Institution’s Week Nine 
theme, “The Importance of 
Gathering,” and consists of 
Alexander’s original stories, 
partly intended to reflect 
his background.

“When I do presentations,” 
he said, “It always involves 
some poetry, storytelling, 
talking and interacting with 
the audience — and this time, 
there will be some music.”

Alexander is a Newbery 
Medal-winning author who 
has written 45 books, in-
cluding the acclaimed chil-
dren’s book, The Undefeat-
ed, which received a 2020 
Caldecott Medal. Tonight’s 
performance celebrates 
the U.S.’s 250th anniversa-
ry, and for Alexander, that 
celebration would not be 
complete without acknowl-
edging the stories that 
have been shared and re-
told over the course of the 
nation’s history.

As he thought about the 
premise of the performance, 
Alexander said he mulled over 
one question in particular: 
“What are the individual sto-
ries that make up this coun-

try?” To address this query, 
the author reflected on the 
core functions of storytelling, 
its purpose for existence and 
the passage of stories through 
generational lineages.

“I think one of the things 
that stories do is con-
nect us,” Alexander said. 
“It makes us feel like we’re 
more of a community and 
helps us understand and re-
late to each other.”

He said people are more 
connected than they know 
— and much more alike 
than their differences make 
it seem.

“On Being American” mir-
rors that interconnectedness 
and is Alexander’s way of ex-
amining what democracy and 
community mean in America.

“I feel like the best way to 
do that is by getting person-
al,” he explained. “My goal is 
to make my personal [busi-
ness] the business of the au-
dience — and what better way 
to do that than with music?”

Thinking back on the 
function of storytelling, Al-
exander said the mind of an 
adult begins in the imag-
ination of a child. He de-
scribed how his first book 
— and subsequent animat-
ed series — Acoustic Roost-
er and His Barnyard Band, 
was inspired by and writ-
ten for his then-1-year-old 
daughter, Samayah.

“She was crying a lot, 
and I wanted her to stop, 
so I played jazz music,” he 
said. “I played Ella Fitzgerald 
and Duke Ellington, and she 
stopped crying.”

Because he had already 

written several books for 
adult audiences at the time, 
Alexander said he wanted to 
expand and write a poem ex-
plaining jazz to his daughter.

“So I wrote a picture book: 
a poem about jazz music, and 
it ended up being Acoustic 
Rooster, my first children’s 
book,” he said. 

This experience was 
eye-opening for Alexander 
and led him to the distinct 
realization that he wanted 
to “develop kind, empa-
thetic and connected hu-
man beings.”

He said storytelling 
helps children understand 
what’s possible, and books 
do so by opening up a 
world of possibility.

“They can see themselves 
and what’s possible. It’s a win-
dow — they can see you bet-
ter,” he said. “They’ll feel more 
connected to you.”

“On Being American” is a 
collaborative performance; 
Alexander’s friend and fre-
quent performance collabo-
rator, jazz bassist Amy Shook, 
will join him.

The two met in 2023 when 
Shook voiced a bass-playing 
kitten named Kitty Shook on 
the PBS Kids animated short-
form series “Acoustic Roost-
er: Jazzy Jams,” a companion 
show to the “Acoustic Roost-
er and His Barnyard Band” 
animated series.

“We needed some musi-
cians to do voiceovers,” he 
said. “And so we got Herbie 
Hancock — a jazz musician — 
then we needed a bassist.”

In addition to lending her 
voice to children’s entertain-

ment, Shook co-leads jazz 
quartet SR4tet and the all-fe-
male band, 3D Jazz Trio; she 
also plays in the Temporal 
Taal Collective ensemble.

The performance’s musical 
element serves as a story in 
itself, and the addition of jazz 
points to a much deeper his-
tory of musical storytelling.

“Jazz is a mirror for de-
mocracy,” Alexander said, 
quoting acclaimed jazz 
trumpeter and Chautauqua 
lecturer Wynton Marsalis.

Marsalis made the obser-
vation that, similarly to dem-
ocratic societies, jazz music 
requires individual freedom 
and creative expression that 
cannot be separated from 
collective responsibility.

“If you think about all these 
different jazz musicians on 
stage together — saxophon-
ists, the trumpet, drums, 
the keyboard, the vocalist — 
they’re all playing together,” 
Alexander said. “They all have 
to know their role and make 
it work so it sounds beautiful 
and create[s] a story.”

He said at the same time, 
at one point or another, some 
of the musicians step back, 
and allow a fellow performer 
to have a solo.

“They gracefully do it,” he 
said. “They allow them, they 
support and encourage them 
because they know the soloist 
is going to add to the story.”

The moment after the 
soloist steps back holds a 
palpable energy; Alexander 
said, “It’s a respectful mo-
ment, and they all have a 
chance to shine.”

He said this demonstra-

tion reminds him of his per-
sonal philosophy and man-
tra: “I am the greatest, not 
because I am better than 
anyone, but because no one 
is better than me.”

Alexander said his up-
bringing was a defining factor 
that led him toward his jour-
ney in writing and played a 
key role in how he learned to 
communicate and share sto-
ries with others.

“My father was a Baptist 
preacher, writer and story-
teller,” he said. “My mother 
was a storyteller and poet, 
so I bring all these things 
together.”

He said when he thinks 
about what he does, it can 
at times feel like church. “It 
feels like music, inspiration, 
message, storytelling, call-
and-response, fellowship and 
gathering,” he said.

“Yeah, I think that’s what 
it is!” he laughed. “It’s the 
church of Kwame.”

As Chautauquans join Al-
exander and Shook for “On 
Being American,” he hopes 
they feel part of something 
larger and leave feeling 
changed for the better.

“I want them to feel some 
hope,” he said. “I want them to 
feel some joy, and I want them 
to feel some love.”

Alexander to pay homage to American storytelling in late night performance

Bryant Day rings in a new reading season of curiosity

ALEXANDER

GUINEVERE MACLOWRY / MULTIMEDIA JOURNALIST
Michael I. Rudell Director of Literary Arts Stephine Hunt reveals the first 2027 Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle book selections 
during the Bryant Day Celebration Saturday at Miller Bell Tower. 

Diane Ackerman’s A Natural History of the Senses, Gilbert King’s Bone Valley and Ackerman’s A Feast in 
Every Sense, were revealed as the first 2027 CLSC book selections. 

Curiosity is thinking 
about the many ways that 
each book inspires us to 
ask questions, to pursue a 
responsibility for and the 
joy of revelation, to think 
about the many ways 
that curiosity has inspired 
and created innovation 
and elevation and 
evolution for us here at 
Chautauqua and beyond 
and the world around us.”

—STEPHINE HUNT
Michael I. Rudell  

Director of Literary Arts 
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P R O G R A M

311 Curtis St., Jamestown, NY
www.rtpi.org

Art Exhibitions
Unique Gift Shop
Nature Preserve

Learn about the father
of the modern field guide!

“The more you look, the more you’ll see!”
Roger Tory Peterson

2 for 1 Admission

with this ad!

Sliders and Bragging Rights
Four talented former Athenaeum Hotel executive chefs go 
head-to-head in a live culinary showdown judged by  
Chef Darian Bryan, Season 5 Winner of Next Level Chef.  

LEARN MORE AT  FOODFESTIVAL.CHQ.ORG

AUGUST 16–28, 2026

Battle of the Bites: 
Best Slider Showdown 
Monday, Aug. 24 • 3 p.m. • Bestor Plaza 

Featuring Chefs From: The Skunk and Goat Tavern, Stella:  
A Kitchen & Bar, Oliver’s Restaurant and Tulip’s Brunch House  

Scan the QR code to purchase a tasting ticket  
and sample all four sliders. 

Limited Tasting Tickets Available — $20 
Free Admission to Watch Darian Bryan

Apartments, Standard Rooms, 
and Efficiencies Available 

Cell 954-901-8241  
Business 716-357-3325

for Dining or Lodging Reservations

Hotel & Restaurant 
16 Morris Avenue

Where Culinary Art  
is Expressed Amid a  
Cordial Atmosphere

Chautauqua Institution,  
in the heart of Bestor Plaza 

Breakfast: 7:45-9:30 am  
7 days/week 

Buffet: 12-2 pm on Sundays 
Dinner (Buffet or Menu):  
5-7:15 pm 7 days/week 

 

 
          

     
      

 
    

           
  

 

M
MONDAY

AUGUST 24

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medita-
tion Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:30	 Movement and Meditation with 
Monte Thompson. Hall of Philoso-
phy Grove

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Fr. Grego-
ry Boyle, S.J. Amphitheater

9:15	 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Minister Talk Back. UU House Porch. 
6 Bliss

Tu
TUESDAY

AUGUST 25

BUFFALO DAY

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medita-
tion Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:00	 (8:30–12:30) Bestor Fresh Market. 
Bestor Plaza

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Priya Parker. Amphitheater and 
online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center

11:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 CLSC Book Discussion. White Cat, 
Black Dog: Stories by Kelly Link. 
Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 ECOC Mid-day talk: “Moving to 
a Continuous Care Retirement 
Community” Liz & John Propst. 
UCC Randell Chapel. Enter from 
Odland Plaza

12:30	 All Denomination House Chap-
lain of the Week Brown Bag 
lunch. Everett Jewish Life Center

12:45	 (12:45–1:45) Guided Kayak 
Eco Tour. Sign up in advance at 
716-357-6281. Fee. Sports Club 
Waterfront

1:00	 Bestor Plaza Demo/Talk. Maple 
Syrup Production in Chautauqua 
County. Cathy Redlecki, Red’s 
Maple Syrup. Bestor Plaza

1:00	 Conversations with Kyle. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

1:00	 (1–1:30) English Lawn Bowling. 
30-minute free instruction, then opt 
to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 (1–3) Mah Jongg. CWC House. 30 
South Lake

9:15	 ECCUMENICAL WORSHIP. Fr. 
Gregory Boyle, S.J. Amphitheater

9:15	 Chautauqua Science Group 
Lecture: “Science and Global 
Instability.” (Co-sponsored by 
the Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative). Eugene Linden. Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

9:15	 Chautauqua Speaks: Allison Hopper. 
CWC House. 30 South Lake

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:00	 (10–10:30) Roe Green Theater 
Center Tour. Roe Green Theater 
Center

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. Smith 
Memorial Library

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Lara Downes and John McWhorter. 
Amphitheater and online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center

11:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Authors’ Hour (FCWC). Janet 
Crosier, fiction, Weymouth House. 
Syd Goldsmith, memoir and fiction, 
Hong Kong on the Brink. David 
Walsh, poetry, Threads. Porch of the 
Literary Arts Center at Alumni Hall. 
(Ballroom in case of rain). 

12:15	 LGBTQ+ Friends discussion “Gath-
ering and Community, we need one 
another.” Dining room at Alumni 
Hall. Bring your lunch

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office.) Presby-
terian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medita-
tion Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Hall of Missions

12:30	 Lunch Talk. Ami Eden “The Israeli 
Elections;  What’s At Stake for 
Israel, the US, and American 
Jews”. Everett Jewish Life Center. 
36 Massey

12:30	 Bird, Tree & Garden Club lunch-
time lecture series: “Indigenous 
Ecological Wisdom.” (Co-spon-
sored by the Chautauqua Climate 
Change Initiative). Ken Parker. 
Bagged lunch available at the door 
– $10. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:45	 (12:45–4) Duplicate Bridge ($12 
Fee). CWC House. 30 South Lake

1:00	 NATURALIZATION OATH OF 
ALLEGIANCE (CITIZENSHIP) 
CEREMONY. (Buffalo Day special 
event). Amphitheater

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni and Pioneer 
Halls. 50 Wythe

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Jose Arellano. Hall of Philosophy 
and online

3:00	 Battle of The Bites. Best Slider. 
Fee. Bestor Plaza

3:00	 Buffalo Day Eve. “President 
William McKinley at the 1901 Pan 
American Exposition.” Douglas 
Kohler, Erie County historian. Smith 
Memorial Library Classroom

3:30	 “Courageous Conversation on 
Death and Dying” Shahid Aziz. 
Presbyterian Chapel

3:30	 (3:30–5) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua. Skill Building Work-
shop. Alumni Hall Poetry Room

3:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Good 
Boy.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

3:30	 Humanist Community Seminar. 
“Spirituality of Simplicity,” Francisco 
Burgos. UU House Porch. 6 Bliss

3:30	 Afternoon Talk: Ami Eden. “Meeting 
the Moment:  How Jewish Media 
Can help a Community in Crisis.” Ev-
erett Jewish Life Center. 36 Massey

4:00	 Art of Investing. Community 
discussion with Dennis Galucki. 
Smith Memorial Library Classroom

4:00	 Chautauqua Chamber Music: 
American Brass Quintet. Elizabeth 
S. Lenna Hall

4:00	 Creating in Community: Artmaking 
for All Ages. Kriss Miller, Friend in 
Residence (Host). Quaker House. 
28 Ames

4:00	 (4–5) “Whatever You Do to the 
Least of My Brothers and Sisters: A 
Chautauquan’s Journey to Support 
Children/Families in Haiti.” Mike 
McCabe. UM House Parlor

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center & Strohl Art Center (Meet in 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center)

1:00	 Archives Tent Talk with Jon 
Schmitz. Oliver Archives Center

1:00	 Athenaeum Hotel History Lecture. 
“Past, Present and Future of the 
Athenaeum.” Athenaeum Parlor

1:00	 Bestor Plaza Demo/Talk. Hydropon-
ics. Curtze Hydroponics. Bestor Plaza

1:00	 (1–1:30) English Lawn Bowling. 
30-minute free instruction, then opt 
to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 (1–3) Mah Jongg. Sports Club

3:00	 Social Hour. Lutheran House. 25 
Peck on Brick walk

3:15	 “Buffalo: 2nd Best City for Pres-
idential Stories.” Spencer Morgan 
and Rachelle Moyer Francis. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

3:15	 Ecumenical Community of 
Chautauqua Social Hour. Cookies & 
Lemonade. 25 Roberts

3:15	 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship “UU 
Tea.” UU House Back Patio. 6 Bliss

3:15	 Social Hour. UCC HQ Living Room

3:30	 Authors @ The Smith. You Know.:  
How to Invite & Nourish a Relationship 
with Your Intuition Jennifer Halls. 
Smith Memorial Library Classroom

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Everett 
Jewish Life Center

3:30	 (3:30–5) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua. Skill Building Work-
shop. Alumni Hall Prose Room

3:30	 Masters Series Culinary Mas-
terclass. Chef Darian Bryan. Fee. 
Norton Hall

3:30	 Social at the Disciples of Christ 
house. Practicing the Art of Conver-
sation. Natalie Wittman, life coach. 
32 Clark. 

3:30	 Social Hour Porch. Christian Science 
House. 10 Center

3:30	 Social Hour. Quaker Art Speaks: 
Exhibitions and Discussions. Welling 
Hall and Kriss Miller, Mourning Nap 
Installation. Quaker House. 28 Ames

3:30	 Social Hour. Catholic House. 20 
Palestine

4:15	 “Fall Garden Cleanup.” Carol 
Markham, conservationist. The 
Butterfly Garden at the corner of 
South and Massey

4:20	 “Roosevelt Rumble: FDR vs. TR!” 
Mark Poloncarz and Lindsay Lauren 
Visser. (Buffalo Day special event) 
Hall of Christ Sanctuary

4:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mr. 
Nobody Against Putin.” Fee. Chau-
tauqua Cinema

6:30 	 (6:30–7:30) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Labyrinth History and Meditation. 
Outside Turner Community Center

6:30	 (6:30–7:30) Grief Support Group. 
UCC Randell Chapel Parlor

7:00	 One Text, Two Voices. Bible study 
with the Rev. Rachel Stuart of 
Hurlbut and Danny Bachman of 
the Hebrew Congregation. UM 
House Chapel

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Lara 
Downes and Kurt Elling

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Christophers.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

5:45	 Cinema Film Screening. “Eternity.” 
Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:15	 CHQ Dance Circle’s preview with 
Anita Lin and the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem. Smith-Wilkes Hall

7:00	 Taize and Tea Meditation Wor-
ship. UCC Randell Chapel

7:30	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Dance 
Theatre of Harlem

8:45	 Cinema Film Screening. “Good 
Boy.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

10:00	 On Being American: An Evening 
of Poetry and Music with Kwame 
Alexander and Amy Shook. 
(In partnership with the African 
American Heritage House). Fee. Roe 
Green Theater Center
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