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At 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater, pianist Lara 
Downes will join linguist 
and scholar John McWhort-
er in a music-fueled con-
versation detailing pre-
vailing optimism through 
American song.  

Downes, a lifelong musi-
cian, said she often expe-
riences the world through 
music and the stories that 
help tie notes together.

“I often feel like the core 
of my music-making is sto-

rytelling,” Downes said. “My 
very first teacher, when I 
was 4 years old, really in-
stilled this deep sense of 
context for me. I’m nev-
er making music without 
thinking about the backsto-
ry. … Most of the way that 
I understand the world is 
through music and the sto-
ries behind the music.”

Experiencing the world 
through music is a per-
spective that McWhorter 
also shares, according to 
Downes. The music from 
the beginning of the 20th 

century through the 1940s 
will serve as Downes and 
McWhorter’s shared time-
line for the discussion. She 
described this period as 
being rife with change.

“This particular theme is 
about how music has been 
from the beginning of our 
[country’s] history. But cer-
tainly, in those years when 
American music was re-
ally coming into its own, 
[American] music has been 
always this insistence and 
persistence of optimism and 
hope and shining light in 

dark times,” Downes said. 
Downes spotlighted the 

adverse nationwide cir-
cumstances that back-
dropped the musical can-
on of The Great American 
Songbook’s curation. From 
the 1920s until the 1950s, 
the United States expe-
rienced events such as 
the Great Depression and 
World War II, and yet, the 
country’s musical outlook 
remained undying with a 
joyful perseverance. 

ROCCO PRIOLETTI
STAFF WRITER

In 1929, American com-
poser Harold Arlen and 
lyricist Ted Koehler 

wrote the song “Get Hap-
py.” Sung in a peppy swing, 
the standard proclaims 
for all to throw away their 
cares, sins and troubles for 
the happiness that judg-
ment day should provide. 
Despite the Black Thursday 
stock market crash that im-
paired the country, by 1930, 
the gospel-infused tune 
was within the top 10 on the  
pop charts. 

“That’s very incongru-
ous if you think about it,” 
pianist and scholar Lara 
Downes said. “[In] this 
country, where everybody 
is starving and suffering 
and desperate, that song is 
a popular song.”

For that very reason, 
Downes noted people “des-
perately needed some re-
assurance and some joy” 
throughout those trou-
bling times. This persever-
ance-through-opt imism 
is a facet that rings true 
throughout American song-
writing — especially during 
the period soundtracked by 
“Get Happy.” 

“The music is piping into 
every home in America. 
Your radio is your lifeline 
and your connection to the 
world. So, if that song is on 
the radio, you know that 
song. It’s almost like an an-
them,” Downes said. 

At 8 p.m. tonight in the 
Amphitheater, Downes and 
jazz vocalist Kurt Elling 
will retell America’s histo-
ry of optimistic musicality 
throughout their perfor-
mance titled “Get Happy.”

Chautauqua’s 
inaugural 
naturalization 
ceremony to 
welcome 30 
new citizens

See LECTURE, Page 4DOWNES MCWHORTER
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At 1 p.m. today, the Amphithe-
ater will legally transform into a 
federal courthouse to host the 
first naturalization ceremony 
at Chautauqua Institution. The 
ceremony will bring 30 new cit-
izens from 18 countries: Argenti-
na, Bangladesh, Belarus, Bhutan, 
Burma, Canada, Chile, Congo 
(Kinshasa), Cuba, France, India, 
Iraq, Jamaica, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Somalia, Spain and Ukraine.

The ceremony will include 
a keynote address from Judge 
George B. Daniels, a perfor-
mance of “The Star Spangled 
Banner” by Lara Downes and 
Kurt Elling, remarks by Erie 
County Executive Mark Polon-
carz, a presentation of motion 
from U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services Officer Cava-
rello, the administration of oath 
from Daniels, a recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by one 
of the new citizens and distri-
bution of certificates. The cere-
mony will close with remarks by 
Dennis Galucki, who founded 
Buffalo Day at Chautauqua and 
first proposed the idea of host-
ing a naturalization ceremony 
at Chautauqua.

“He brought the idea to us,” 
Interim Chief Advancement Of-
ficer and Senior Director of Be-
longing & Community Relations 
Amit Taneja said. “[Interim Asso-
ciate Director of Belonging and 
Community Relations] Makayla 
[Santiago-Froebel] and I were the 
two lead staff members who took 
this on as the Institution liaisons 
to say, ‘This is a really important 
thing for us to do because it really 
represents Chautauqua values.’”

In the event’s earliest plan-
ning stages, Galucki consulted 
with a contact who had retired 
from Homeland Security to ask 
about the naturalization cer-
emony; his contact affirmed 
Chautauqua would be a suit-
able venue.

He said he got a green light 
to proceed from Director of 
Communications Jill McCor-
mick and set up site visits with 
Homeland Security in October 
to scope out the smaller venues 
of the Hall of Philosophy and 
the Hall of Christ.

See NATURALIZATION, Page 4

R E A S S U R A N C E

See DOWNES /  
ELLING, Page 4

&Downes, Elling to perform songs of American  
perseverance in ‘Get Happy’ J OY

Downes, McWhorter to discuss American optimism through music
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C O M M U N I T Y

CINEMA
--- Tuesday Aug. 25 ---

MR. NOBODY AGAINST 
PUTIN - 6:00 Russian teacher 
Pasha Talankin secretly docu-
ments his small town school's 
transformation into a war re-
cruitment center during the 
Ukraine invasion, revealing the 
ethical dilemmas educators face 
amid propaganda and militariza-
tion. "Instructive and impactful." 
-G. Allen Johnson, San Francisco 
Chronicle  "An exemplary work 
of cinematic modernism." -Rich-
ard Brody, The New Yorker  "Riv-
eting, courageous" -Peter Howell, 
Toronto Star (NR, In Russian with 
subtitles. 90m)
THE CHRISTOPHERS - 
8:30  The children of Julian Sklar, 
a once-celebrated artist, enlist a 
forger to access his unfinished 
canvases in a deceptive bid 
to secure an inheritance."An 
electrifying Ian McKellen hits 
a new career peak and takes an 
early shot at Oscar in Steven 
Soderbergh’s unmissable tale of 
an artist and his forger, played 
by the brilliant Michaela Coel." 
-Peter Travers, The Travers Take "The 
verbal parrying is pure delight, 
smart and sharp. It reflects a very 
deep understanding of the world 
of art." -Nell Minow, Movie Mom 
"Exhilarating and funny," -Peter 
Bradshaw, Guardian  (R, 100m)

ASL interpretation offered throughout week
Chautauqua Institution is proud to offer American Sign 
Language interpretation at all lectures and several eve-
ning artistic performances throughout Week Nine. Pa-
trons who wish to engage the services of the in-venue 
ASL interpreter should sit in the front rows of Section 2 in 
the Amphitheater, or in the front rows of the lake side of 
the Hall of Philosophy. ASL services are available through 
program support provided by Week Nine program collab-
orator Smithsonian Folklife Festival. 

Library news
At 10:45 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday, Smith Memorial Li-
brary programs Children’s Story Time in the Smith Me-
morial Library Classroom.  At 9:15 a.m. Wednesday, join 
Carrie Jacobus and friends for a Fiber Arts Get-togeth-
er. Bring your projects! The Authors @ The Smith series 
continues at 3:30 p.m. today with Jennifer Halls discuss-
ing her work, You Know.: How to Invite & Nourish a Rela-
tionship with Your Intuition. At 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, join 
author Ron Schmidt to discuss How Am I Treating You?:  
Living with Civility & Dignity.  

Chautauqua Women’s Club news
Allison Hopper will speak at 9:15 a.m. today at the CWC 
House for Chautauqua Speaks. Her topic is “Laughter & 
Play: An Evolutionary Perspective on the Healing Power of 
Comedy.” The Chautauqua Women’s Club will host Duplicate 
Bridge from 12:45 to 4 p.m. at the CWC House. $12 fee to play.

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

For newlyweds Mark and 
Lindsey Lauren Poloncarz, 
it is a standard and frequent 
practice to debate the lega-
cies of two presidents who 
also happen to share a last 
name. At 4:20 p.m. today 
in the Hall of Christ Sanc-
tuary, the Erie County ex-
ecutive and City of Buffalo 
historian, respectively, will 
present “Roosevelt Rum-
ble: FDR vs. TR!” for Chau-
tauqua Institution’s annual 
Buffalo Day.

“We have been having this 
specific debate for a number 
of years,” Lindsey Lauren 
said. “I used to work at the 
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugu-
ral Site, and so while I have 
always loved FDR, I came to 
love TR in a different way, 
and Mark has always con-
sidered FDR to be one of his 
favorite presidents, if not his 
top choice overall.” 

The couple first public-
ly presented this debate in 
May at University Express, a 
free education program for 
aging adults in Erie Coun-

ty. According to Mark, their 
showdown was the most 
attended course ever held 
by University Express; an 
online version ended up in 
front of Buffalo Day founder 
Dennis Galucki, who asked 
them to reprise the pro-
gram this afternoon. 

“The first time we did 
this, we did not share our 
PowerPoints with each 
other in advance, so … we 
were going through the 
conversation and the other 
person was seeing it for the 
first time and reacting to it 
in real time,” Lindsey Lau-
ren said. “This time, hav-
ing done it … I think we’ll 
probably, if anything, be a 
little bit more targeted in 
how we go after each oth-
er now, knowing what the 
other person’s position is 
and their materials.” 

Both debaters base their 
arguments on deep histori-
cal knowledge and political 
understanding. For Mark, 
his position in local gov-
ernment shapes his per-
ception of all presidents, 
including the Roosevelt he 
chose to back.

“As an elected official, you 
look upon the achievements 
[FDR] has done, but also how 
he overcame great difficul-
ties to reach those achieve-

ments, and that’s an im-
portant figure when you’re 
thinking about just doing 
your day-to-day job,” Mark 
said. “What are the kinds of 
things that you need to do to 
think about not just yourself 
in the general picture, but 
the greater good?”

Looking beyond the spe-
cific parallels between the 
Roosevelts and the Polon-
carzes, both debaters have 
researched their subject 
matter intensely and identi-
fied talking points to sum-
marize their arguments. 

“FDR came from great 
privilege, but overcame a 
tremendous disability in his 
polio, which rendered him 
incapable of walking,” Mark 
said. “It opened up an empa-
thy in him that I don’t think 
he would have had other-
wise, but then he took on two 
of the greatest crises this 
country has ever seen — the 
Great Depression and World 
War II — and led the nation 
through some of its most 
perilous times … Everything 
that he did prior to the war 
and during the war set up the 
modern world as we know it.” 

Lindsey Lauren coun-
tered, “If you’ve had four 
terms, I would expect you 
to have done a lot of stuff. 
Theodore Roosevelt did as 
much in many respects. 

[He] had a prolific impact 
on so many different as-
pects of American life and 
American history, and he 
did it in half the time 30 
years earlier. I think a lot 
of what Franklin Roosevelt 
was able to do as president 
was heavily dependent 
upon Theodore Roosevelt’s 
expansion of the office.”

After the couple pres-
ents their arguments in 
detail, they will poll the 
audience for the crowd-fa-
vorite Roosevelt. The de-
baters said they are looking 
forward to hearing what 
Chautauquans have to say 
after witnessing the spir-
ited conversation on the 
same grounds where the 
Roosevelts once stood. 

“When it comes to FDR, 
I think it’s a totally appro-
priate place to be at Chau-
tauqua because he gave a 
famous speech there back 
in 1930,” Mark said, be-
fore Lindsey interjected to 
remind him of Theodore 
Roosevelt’s famous speech 
at Chautauqua in 1905. “… 
We’re talking about two 
New Yorkers who both 
spent a lot of time in Buf-
falo … This is going to be a 
very, very interesting de-
bate, then we have to drive 
home together.”

For Buffalo Day, Poloncarzes to debate 
presidential legacies in ‘Roosevelt Rumble’

LILY RESLINK / STAFF WRITER
At top, Chautauquans chat, reminisce and make connections during the CHQ Community Block Party Saturday at the African American 
Heritage House. The AAHH fostered community and raised funds with snacks, carbonated drinks and literature. Above left, AAHH Inaugural 
Distinguished Fellow Kwame Alexander chats with Lee Fredette and Michelle Gubolia. Above right, Cecilia Golden, who hosts the AAHH weekly 
“Porch Talks” series at 1 p.m. Sundays, engages in conversation with Barbara Britton and DeDe Hughes, leaders of LGBTQ+ and Friends at 
Chautauqua, during the block party.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz and his wife Lindsey Lauren Poloncarz, City of Buffalo historian, 
will debate the presidential legacies of Theodore Roosevelt and Franklin Delano Roosevelt in a Buffalo Day 
“Roosevelt Rumble.”

chqdaily.com



NORA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

For 153 years, Chautauquans 
have gathered together in 
Western New York each 
summer to share in con-
versation and companion-
ship. 10:45 a.m. Monday in 
the  Amphitheater was no 
different as Chautauquans 
listened to Priya Parker, fa-
cilitator, strategic adviser, 
educator and author of The 
Art of Gathering: How We 
Meet and Why It Matters, 
deliver a lecture on how and 
why people gather.

Born in Zimbabwe to an 
Indian mother and a white 
midwestern father who 
eventually divorced and re-
married, Parker said she tog-
gled between two entirely 
different worlds: her moth-
er’s Indian, English, Bud-
dhist, progressive and vege-
tarian family and her father’s 
white American, evangelical 
Christian, conservative and 
meat-eating household.

“I’ve always been inter-
ested in where and when 
and how we come together, 
and also when and where 
and how we come apart,” 
Parker said. “I became a di-
alogue consultant, that be-
came my profession, and so 
much of what I was taught 
about how we create a con-
nection, I realized it was not 
taught in popular culture.”

Parker said the COVID-19 
pandemic produced a no-
table absence of communi-
ty gatherings and, conse-
quently, an opportunity for a 
vulnerable reexamination of 
the act of gathering.

“By taking gathering from 
us, the pandemic began to 
actually make us look and 
ask first-order questions, 
which is when and where 
and how and why we should 
be gathering,” Parker said.

As a conflict resolution 
facilitator, Parker said she 
knew when a community is 
willing to ask those ques-
tions, a bigger question fol-
lows close behind: “Is how 
we gather how we want to 
gather? And if not, what 
might it look like?”

She said in workplaces, 
people are gathering too 
much, and the contrary is 
true of people’s lives out-
side of work and within their 

communities. She said in 
2000, people reported at-
tending a gathering eight to 
14 weekends per year, and 
that statistic has since fallen 
to less than two per year.

“I am worried about how 
we gather, and there’s so 
many different reasons for 
why we’re not gathering,” 
Parker said. “We’re busy. 
We’re distracted. We also are 
different from one another.”

One reason people are 
gathering less frequently, 
she added, can be attributed 
to the prioritization of indi-
vidualized help.

“I want to popularize 
group-help as much as self-
help and normalize the skills 
of, ‘How can anyone learn 
how to host a great gather-
ing?’” Parker said. “You don’t 
need a fancy house. You 
don’t need to be an extro-
vert. You don’t need a fan-
cy degree. You just need to 
know a few little steps and 
the courage to try.” 

Parker said one of the big-
gest mistakes people make is 
assuming the purpose of the 
gathering is obvious instead 
of pausing to ask each time, 
“What is the purpose of this 
gathering?” or “What is the 
need of this gathering?”

Parker presented an ex-
ample of a time she assisted 
someone who hosted a din-
ner party for fellow worn-
out moms; this gathering, 
she said, was born out of her 
asking, “What is the need in 
your life?”

Then, to give the gather-
ing some form, Parker asked 
that the host come up with 
“a pop-up rule,” which she 
defined as a shared goal to 
foster a shared experience. 
So, in the dinner party invi-
tation, the host clearly stat-
ed the pop-up rule: If the 
invitees were to talk about 
their kids, they would have 
to take a shot of tequila.

Parker referred to a 
gathering’s invitation as a 
sort of contract that poses 
the question: “Do you want 
to do this?” For example, 
first and foremost, invitees 
knew that if they attended 
the dinner party and talked 
about their kids, they would 
take a shot of tequila.

Parker said because gath-
erings often involve a vari-

ety of different people from 
different communities who 
practice different etiquette, 
it is crucial that a gathering 
has these shared goals.

“[In modern life] we don’t 
have shared etiquette, and 
so part of a pop-up rule, it’s 
a way for people to have a 
shared experience without 
all having to be the same,” 
Parker said. She gave the 
example of collecting every-
one’s phones in a pile at the 
center of a table at a dinner 
party. The rule is that the 
first person to check their 
phone must pay the bill.

Further, Parker said the 
first 5% of the gathering and 
what she considers to be 
the “temporary alternative 
world that you get to cre-
ate” is often when people 
ask, “Do I belong here? How 
do I behave here? What are 
the norms here? How do I 
be successful?” The start of 
a gathering, she explained, 
sets the stage for success 
and can increase feelings of 
warmth and belonging.

Parker said another im-
portant aspect of gather-
ing is handling ever-present 
power dynamics and consid-
ering, “At what point do you 
accept those and have that 
be an understood part of the 
gathering? And at what point 
do you try and mutualize 
those power dynamics?”

When taking on the role 
of the host, Parker said it 
is important to ask oneself 
what exactly one is inviting 
people to do and, therefore, 
what one is holding them 
to. Often, she said, there is 
a lack of boundaries set by 
the host, which can result 
in it straying from its origi-
nal purpose.

“One of the roles of a 
host is to practice what I 
call ‘generous authority,’ 
which is to use your pow-
er as a host to also protect 
your guests from each other 
and to temporarily equal-
ize them,” Parker said. She 
said it is important to create 
rules and enforce them con-
tinuously to keep the gath-
ering on course to its orig-
inal purpose.

In addition to generous au-
thority, Parker said “generous 
exclusion” is also important.  

“Often, we overinclude in 

our gatherings because we 
haven’t actually paused to 
think about what the purpose 
is, and gathering is line-draw-
ing; it’s the temporary cre-
ation of a world to figure out 
what’s the purpose and given 
this, who’s in, who’s out this 
time,” Parker said.

She said most hosts tend 
to say yes to everyone who 
may want to attend their 
gathering, but this weak-
ens the overall purpose of a 
gathering, which is crucial 
to protect.

“Start practicing what I 
call ‘group intelligence,’ to 
really step all the way back 
and first ask, ‘What is the 
purpose? And who needs 
to be there? But also, ‘Who 
threatens the purpose and 
how do you … develop some 
skills for healthy heat?’ ” 
Parker said. “To be able to 
have a conversation to say, 
‘No, you can’t come. I love 
you, but not this time.’ ”

One example Parker gave 
was Pixar preserving the 
purpose of a creative meet-
ing by not letting the CEO 
sit in on it. She said it would 
have led employees to act a 
certain way and affected the 
atmosphere. Another exam-
ple she used was someone 
who hosted a gathering to 
teach school-aged kids how 

to write but needed to en-
force boundaries, limiting 
the gathering to older chil-
dren only. She said young-
er children would distract 
from the intended purpose 
of the gathering, inhibiting 
the experience of all who 
were involved.

Parker’s upcoming book, 
The Art of Fighting, focus-
es on how healthy disputes 
are crucial for building 
long-lasting communities. 
She said she learned early 
on about healthy disputes 
following her parents’ di-
vorce, but she said their lack 
of fighting comes with a 
great loss in avoidance.

She emphasized the im-
portance of discernment 
in healthy conflict and the 
distinction between un-
healthy peace — which she 
defined as never having 
important conversations 
— and unhealthy heat — 
which she defined as domi-
nation and abuse.  

“There’s very few places 
in our public life where we 
allow conflict, rituals for 
conflict,” Parker said. She 
added that it is important 
for groups to have healthy 
heat, and she is curious 
about how places like Chau-
tauqua foster it.  

On a similar note, Parker 
spoke to the value of reex-

amining a tradition or ritual 
that may no longer serve its 
original purpose. She listed 
traditional family gatherings 
as an example.

She compared potential 
changes to gathering tradi-
tions to house renovations. 
She said it is important to 
first ask, “What do we keep? 
Then, what do we stop? 
Then, what do we change?”

Parker said, “We often 
have to see, ‘Where do our 
rituals serve us? And where 
are they no longer relevant 
or even hurting us?’”

At the end of her lecture, 
Parker spoke about main-
taining “good controversy” 
to help one another move 
forward and “holding the 
heat together.” She said it 
can be helpful to host “hot 
take parties” and defined a 
“hot take” as a strongly held 
opinion about something 
small and inconsequential. 
For example, “Thursday is 
the best day of the week,” or 
“There should be only one 
type of pasta.” 

Inviting these debates 
on topics deemed unim-
portant can help people 
feel comfortable enough to 
have the discussions that 
need to be had.  

“It’s like lambs learning 
to walk; these are skills, but 
we’re learning,” Parker said.
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DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Priya Parker, author of The Art of Gathering: How We Meet and Why it Matters speaks on the function of 
gathering and its importance in contemporary culture Monday in the Amphitheater. 

Parker discusses art of, approach to gathering, role in culture

Homeboy Arellano returns to Chautauqua as ‘hope in the flesh’
LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

At 2 p.m. Monday in the Hall 
of Philosophy, Homeboy In-
dustries Vice President of 
Operations Jose Arellano 
opened Week Nine’s theme 
of “The Importance of 
Gathering: Cultivating the 
Beloved Community” with 
a lecture that traced his 
journey from a gang-laden 
upbringing to a career in 
helping others break out of 
these traumatic situations.

He began by overviewing 
his childhood, which he de-
scribed as being plagued by 
gangs, addiction and mental 
health issues.

Having no interest in par-
ticipating in gangs, he said he 
enjoyed school and was on an 
advanced academic track. He 
said he had his cousin, Mar-
lo, as a protector. Marlo, who 
made a promise to Arellano to 
never join a gang, ended up in 
a gang himself.

He described moments 
from his upbringing in which 
support systems turned away 
from him. At a low point, he 
said he agreed to join a gang. 
He went through a violent 
initiation process, where he 
was beaten to the ground 
and then was picked up, em-
braced and told “I love you” by 
other members of the gang.

Later, he said Marlo was 
shot to death at 14 years old 
amid gang violence.

Arellano traced the rest 
of his young adulthood, 
during which he was in and 
out of incarceration. He said 
he saw himself as someone 

who “did not have a heart to 
be broken.”

In the middle of a plea 
bargain, his mother died. 
He said that experience 
changed him forever.

“Everything that I grew up 
hating, everything that I hat-
ed, I became,” he said.

He said he did what he 
needed to do to get out of 
prison, but when re-enter-
ing his life outside of carceral 
systems, he knew he felt like 
he “no longer fit in out there.”

Amid working some odd 
jobs, he said his father-in-law 
found the number of Home-
boy Industries in a newspaper 
and gave it to Arellano. 

When Arellano called, he 
said he asked if Homeboy was 
hiring and was met with four 
questions: if he had ever been 
locked up, if he had been in-
volved in gangs, if he was on 
probation or parole and if he 
had any visible tattoos.

He answered ‘yes’ to all 
and got the response: “‘OK, 
we’ll give you a job.’”

He recalled his first im-
pression of Homeboy Indus-
tries, characterized by what 
he saw as a dissonant coex-
istence of gang members ev-
erywhere and a hospitality he 
said was unfamiliar.

“I remember thinking to 
myself, ‘What is this place?’”

He said several early ex-
periences with Homies at 
Homeboy Industries changed 
his perspective on what gang 
members could be, including 
a Homie who delivered him 
boxers and socks, which he 
said seems “trivial to others, 

but (was) important to me.”
When Arellano said he 

was only just beginning to 
heal, his little brother came 
to Homeboy as well. Arel-
lano told his brother not to 
talk to anyone.

Having been raised this 
way himself, Arellano said, “I 
had conditioned my brothers 
to never cry.” Nonetheless, he 
said when Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., 
founder of Homeboy Indus-
tries, gave him a gift card to 
buy clothes, it drove his little 
brother to tears.

“He said, ‘Why the fuck do 
they care about us like this?” 
Arellano said he didn’t have 
the words at the time, but 
if he did, he would have an-
swered that it was because he 
was worthy, he was a good kid 
and he mattered.

“At Homeboy, we call it 
‘doses.’ I had got my first 
dose.” Arellano said he 
wishes he could say the 
rest was history.

When he fell back into his 
former life, he said, “Home-
boys always kept the door 
open for me.” 

Once again, he said, “I wish 
I could say the rest was histo-
ry.” He said they threw every-
thing “and the kitchen sink” at 
him in order for him to heal.

The third time around, he 
said he went from dealing 
with gang violence to facing 
addiction, which is when he 
experienced the Homeboy 
approach of “being spoon-
fed recovery.”

He said the director of 
substance abuse at Homeboy 
walked him through how im-

portant it was to get clean for 
his future. Being accepted to 
the treatment center in Santa 
Monica required applicants 
to test clean, which he re-
peatedly failed to do.

“I remember praying 
one night and just saying, 
‘Please God help me.’ And 
what’s so interesting about 
life is: Help comes in the 
form of human beings.”

Eventually, Arellano was 
accepted into a recovery 
program, where he stayed 
for 6 months. Four years 
later, the intake coordina-
tor called him and said he 
replaced Arellano’s sample 
with his own in order to get 
Arellano into the program.

“As a society, one of the 
things that we all need to do 
is diagnose some of these 
problems a little different-
ly,” Arellano said. He said the 
“gang issue” is deeper than 
gangs: it is trauma.

“No hopeful child joins a 
gang,” he said.

Returning to the met-
aphor of doses, he said he 
didn’t heal on the first or 
second shot, but he said 
Homeboy recognizes that 
“it takes what it takes.”

He said, “I’m just so hon-
ored to be a part of an or-
ganization that has this ap-
proach and is able to create 
the container in order for 
people to heal.”

He outlined the structure 
— also called the “method to 
the madness” — of Homeboy 
Industries. He said people 
who call him are guided down 
different pathways based on 

their situation. Incorporated 
in all the pathways, he said, is 
the understanding that “heal-
ing happens in relationships.”

He said the system is built 
on the recognition that peo-
ple come from mostly un-
healthy relationships, so the 
efforts are geared toward off-
setting that. “From the very 
beginning, you have someone 
you can talk to,” he said.

Every person who enters 
the program as a trainee is 
given a navigator to walk 
side by side with, a case 
manager to design a plan 
suitable for them and an 
employment counselor.

He said everyone in the 
program is first responsible 
for maintenance, cleaning 
and general support around 

the Homeboy building. When 
a person begins to “get their 
footing,” he said they begin 
to move into one of 16 social 
enterprises Homeboy Indus-
tries operates.

He said the ultimate goal 
for trainees is job place-
ment, whether internal or 
external, and each person 
is supported throughout 
the entire process. He said 
the hope is that trainees get 
placed in a full-time job, in-
ternally or externally.

“Right now, 75% of our 
staff are former trainees like 
myself. And it’s just so amaz-
ing to see our staff become 
hope in the flesh, to be able to 
provide the same experiences 
that help shape my journeys 
at Homeboy,” he said.

GUINEVERE MACLOWRY / MULTIMEDIA JOURNALIST
Homeboy Industries Vice President of Operations Jose Arellano 
speaks about his life in and out of incarceration and the work he has 
done at Homeboy Industries Friday in the Hall of Philosophy. 
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“When you look at the 
songs and the movies and 
the Broadway shows, and 
the role that they played 
— it was almost like a ma-
chinery, you know? To 
keep the American people 
going,” Downes said. 

For instance, she noted 
Irving Berlin’s “God Bless 
America.” It was initially 
written during World War 
I and was broadcast na-
tionwide via radio during 
World War II. 

“You look at the history 
of the American 20th cen-
tury, and you look at the 
songs and you’re like, ‘Oh, 
this is not a coincidence, 

right?’” Downes laughed.
Downes will once again 

take the stage at 8 p.m. 
tonight, during her con-
cert, “Get Happy,” with 
jazz singer Kurt Elling. She 
noted that she is excited 
to explore the topic in two 
different mediums with 
McWhorter and Elling. 

“To start this conver-
sation with John and then 
to really expand it in the 
evening with Kurt — let-
ting the music come to 
the foreground — that’s a 
rare opportunity,” Downes 
said. “I think we’re all 
lucky; artists and audienc-
es at Chautauqua are real-
ly lucky to have that kind 
of deep dive opportunity.”

Recently, during a collective 
rough period, Downes said 
she and many of her col-
leagues experienced a “cri-
sis of faith”; she questioned 
whether her role was as an 
entertainer or a documen-
tarian — whether her work 
was a reflection or a distrac-
tion to the present moment. 
However, meditating upon 
songs like the 1929-com-
posed “Get Happy” and Afri-
can American spirituals, she 
realized those two roles are 
one in the same.

“You can offer solace and 
sustenance and hope and 
encourage[ment] and joy,” 
Downes said. “At the same 
time, we can bring every-
body together in feeling this 
moment and feeling our way 
out of this moment.”

Though the 250th an-
niversary of the United 
States has passed, “Get 
Happy” acts as a “new 
chapter” and a “very nec-
essary page turn” with the 
country’s commemoration 
in mind, she said.

“For me, the value of 
history is lessons both 
of success and of failure. 
What has been successful 
before, in times like this, 
to bring people togeth-
er to move on to the next 
thing, to build better on 
a broken foundation? And 
I think that everything 
that I do, in my little way, 
is trying to point the way 
to that,” Downes said. “If 
what we need right now is 
empathy and encourage-

ment and hope across the 
board, but also in music, 
then let’s do that.”

Downes felt “Get Happy” 
was especially pertinent to 
the contemporary moment. 
During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, she realized a con-
nection between the coun-
try’s colloquially dubbed 
“unprecedented times” and 
the collective belief that 
these current experiences 
are completely new. Despite 
the fact that the country 
has experienced a pandemic 
previously, “we forget.” 

“It’s very helpful to un-
derstand that pretty much 
anything that any human 
is ever going to experience 
during their lifetime has 
happened to some other 
human at some other time, 
maybe some other place,” 
Downes said. “… Not only 
do they overcome things, 
but they made things bet-
ter. Because, when you’re 
thinking that something 
that is happening to you is 
unique and uniquely terri-
ble, that can just feel over-
whelming and hopeless 
and helpless. But, I think 
when we connect with the 
cycles of history, we do 
better and the music just 
shows up so clearly.”

Today, American song-
writers have kept this long-
standing optimism alive. 
Downes noted musician 
Jon Batiste as someone who 
continues to spread happi-
ness through song.

“The act of making music 
is a joyful act,” Downes said. 
“Even a sad song is meant to 
offer comfort, right?”

DOWNES / ELLING
FROM PAGE 1

NATURALIZATION
FROM PAGE 1

LECTURE
FROM PAGE 1

The ceremony’s evolution to 
a large-scale Amphitheater 
event began after Galucki 
crossed paths with Tane-
ja last December during 
an impromptu visit to a 
snow-covered Chautauqua. 
When Galucki shared plans 
for the naturalization cere-
mony, he said he saw Tane-
ja’s eyes light up.

“It was his commitment 
that really solidified it and 
moved it to another level,” 
Galucki said.

Galucki said the Institu-
tion wanted to hold the event 
in the Amphitheater for a 
“host of reasons,” including 
visibility amid national at-
tention on immigration. 

Taneja said creating a 
space to conduct the cer-
emony at Chautauqua lent 
itself to specific logistical 
considerations because citi-
zenship ceremonies must be 
held in a federal courtroom.

“The good news is that 
the judge can declare any 
space a federal courtroom,” 
he said. “So, the Amphithe-
ater, for the first time in its 
history, will be a federal 
courtroom for the purposes 
of the ceremony.”

The ceremony is con-
current with Chautauqua’s 
annual “Buffalo Day,” which 
welcomes all residents of 
Buffalo, New York, to the 
grounds for free. Galucki 
said the idea emerged as he 
explored ways to emphasize 
Buffalo Day’s connection 
with America’s 250th. 

Santiago-Froebel said 
Galucki organized a meet-
ing with McCormick, USCIS 
members and a retired Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement agent to discuss 
possibilities for the cere-
mony at Chautauqua. From 
there, she said the plans 
blossomed.

Despite her initial hesi-
tation to ask others to take 
on an additional workload 
for the ceremony, Santia-
go-Froebel said there was 
an immediate outpouring 
of support. She said, “I have 
about 12 staff members who 
reached out to me personally 
and said, ‘I want to be a part 
of this day. How can I help?’ ”
Kendall Crolius served as 

the volunteer coordinator 
who, according to Santia-
go-Froebel, recruited and 
organized 23 volunteers, 
helped review training ma-
terials and will play a lead-
ership role on the day of 
the ceremony. She also said 
she was met with people 
who jumped at the chance 
to contribute. 

Crolius attributed her 
volunteer recruitment to 
connections with Common 
Grounds, a volunteer-run 
community center and cof-
fee shop on the first floor 
of Hultquist Center during 
the off-season.

She said, “[The Common 
Grounds volunteers] are all 
people that I know to be in-
credibly welcoming, incred-
ibly hospitable and just love 
to create a sense of belong-
ing, and I thought, ‘That’s 
the team.’ ”

With no established 
template or pathway for 
coordinating a naturaliza-
tion ceremony at Chautau-
qua, the enthusiastic com-
mitment of staff volunteers 
and external partners — 
which began more than a 
year and a half ago — made 
it possible to host an event 
of this scale.

“To do it in an amphithe-
ater setting at a historic in-
stitution like this requires a 
little bit more coordination 
and navigation, particularly 
because we’ve never done 
one before,” Taneja said.

Santiago-Froebel said the 
planning process involved 

representatives from the 
Safety & Security, Perform-
ing and Visual Arts and Pro-
gramming departments to 
collaborate in planning the 
day’s events.

Taneja, who is a natural-
ized U.S. citizen, said his 
own experiences informed 
what he felt would be help-
ful for volunteers, guests of 
the new citizens and Chau-
tauqua community mem-
bers to know.

“I know that for my citi-
zenship ceremony, the per-
son to the right of me was a 
doctor, the person to the left 
of me was a refugee, and as 
we were taking our oaths of 
allegiance, there was not a 
dry eye,” he said.

In the planning process, 
Taneja said he applied his 
understanding of the cere-
mony’s emotional depth to 
how Chautauqua can best 
“welcome people into the 
‘citizens club,’ so to say.”

Santiago-Froebel said 
she is excited for the num-
ber of first-time Chautau-
quans that Buffalo Day and 
the naturalization ceremony 
will bring. With new citizens 
and their families in mind, 
she said, “Every step of the 
way, all I keep thinking about 
is just how to make this day 
even more special.”

Throughout the day, re-
sources will be available 
to first-time and return-
ing visitors alike, including 
representatives from the 
Buffalo Passport Agency 
who can assist with obtain-
ing passports and members 
of the League of Women 
Voters who can assist with 
voter registration.

Santiago-Froebel cred-
ited the Robert H. Jackson 
Center’s Director of Pro-
grams Elizabeth Hosier with 
providing guidance as an 
experienced coordinator of 
naturalization ceremonies. 
Santiago-Froebel said rep-
resentatives of the organi-
zation will be available to 
answer questions about the 
ceremony and the process of 
becoming a citizen.

In case of any commu-
nication barriers, Santia-
go-Froebel said all volun-
teers will have a contact 
card of people to call who 
are proficient in other lan-
guages. There will also be 
accessible signage for bus-
es and trams, a map marked 
with important locations 
for new citizens and an 
outline of the steps to en-

ter the gates. New citizens 
will also be provided with 
pocket-sized editions of 
the Constitution and infor-
mational pamphlets about 
Chautauqua Institution.
Recognizing the contri-

butions of ushers as well as 
the Institution’s Program-
ming and Ticketing teams, 
Santiago-Froebel said the 
day has been “a huge lift 
that we have all been work-
ing together on.”

She noted that Sections 1 
through 5 of the Amphithe-
ater will be designated for 
new citizens and their fam-
ilies during the ceremony.

Taneja said their point of 
contact at the regional of-
fice of USCIS said the larg-
est ceremony so far took 
place in Rochester, New 
York, and drew about 500 
to 600 people.

“My hope is that we are 
going to set a record for 
our regional office with 
more than 1,000, 1,500 
Chautauquans truly bear-
ing witness to this historic 
moment,” he said.

Taneja said attending 
the ceremony, which he de-
scribed as a “very incredi-
ble part of our democratic 
process,” offers an oppor-
tunity for people to “reflect 
upon their own perspec-
tive of being a citizen” and 
“what it means to partici-
pate in civic life.”

He encouraged Chau-
tauquans to share their 
thoughts, emotions and 
takeaways from the expe-
rience during Chautauqua 
Dialogues programs to con-
verse with others.

Crolius echoed the sen-
timent of shared dialogue. 
“Part of what’s really special 
about Chautauqua is we sort 
of retreat here and soak up 
learning and new experienc-
es… but the whole point is to 
take that back to your home 
community,” Crolius said.

She said she hopes wit-
nessing this event inspires 
the drive to vote, civically 
participate and prevent what 
she views as the tendency 
for U.S. citizens to take their 
citizenship for granted.

“My hope is that not 
only the volunteers, but 
any Chautauquans who are 
coming to the ceremony, 
will be inspired to recommit 
to the principles our coun-
try stands for and to the 
responsibilities that we owe 
our democracy as citizens,” 
she said.

THE CHQ DAILY

LETTERS POLICY

The Chautauquan Daily 
welcomes letters to 
the editor. Letters 
should be submitted 
electronically, no more 
than 350 words and 
are subject to editing. 
Letters must include 
the writer’s signature 
including name, address 
and telephone number 
for verification. The 
Daily does not publish 
anonymous letters. 
Works containing 
demeaning, accusatory 
or libelous statements 
will not be published. 

Submit letters to:	
Dave Munch, Interim 
Managing Editor

dmunch@chq.org 
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Baptist House
All Chautauquans are invit-
ed for cookies and punch at 
3 p.m. followed by a hymn 
sing at the Baptist House 
(35 Clark). 

Blessing and Healing 
Service
The service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 a.m. 
to 10:40 a.m. weekdays in 
the UCC Randell Chapel 
Headquarters, located on 
Odland Plaza.

Catholic House
Join us for Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
Monday–Friday at Hurlbut 
Church. All Chautauquans 
are welcome at our Social 
Hour at 3:15 p.m.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
David Gluck will lead Hindu 
Meditation sessions from 
7:45 to 8:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday in the low-
er-level chapel of the Pres-
byterian House. 

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. weekdays around 
the Peace Pole in the Hall of 
Missions Grove. The all-faith 
prayer is led by a different 

denomination each week, 
and prayer handouts are 
distributed daily.

Christian Science House
The social hour is at 3:15 
today on the porch at 10 
Center. The evening tes-
timony meeting is at 6:45 
p.m. Wednesday in the 
Christian Science Chapel. 
Readings of citations from 
the Bible and Christian Sci-
ence textbook are followed 
by congregants sharing ex-
amples of benefits of their 
study in their daily lives. 
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 for re-
flection and prayer. You are 
invited to study this week’s 
Bible lesson, “Christ Jesus,” 
to read Christian Science 
periodicals including The 
Christian Science Moni-
tor and use our comput-
er-based church resources.

Episcopal Cottage
A Bible Study, led by the 
Episcopal chaplain of the 
week, will take place 8:30–
9 a.m. each Wednesday at 
the Episcopal Cottage.

Everett Jewish Life Center
Ami Eden will give a Lunch 
Talk at 12:30 p.m. Tuesday  
at Everett Jewish Life Center 
titled “The Israeli Elections: 
What’s at Stake for Israel, the 
United States and American 
Jews.” The talk will explore 
the key personalities, emerg-
ing coalitions, and compet-

ing visions shaping the cam-
paign — and why the results 
will matter well beyond Isra-
el’s borders for the U.S.-Isra-
el relationship and American 
Jewish communities.

Labyrinth
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends. 
It is located next to Turn-
er Community Center, and 
is accessible through the 
Turner building or park-
ing lot. The Labyrinth is on 
the right under the trees. If 
arriving via Route 394, bus 
and tram services are avail-
able to Turner. Remember 
your gate pass.

Lutheran House
Be sure to stop by starting 
at 3:15 p.m. for our denom-
ination house social with 
cookies and refreshments 
provided by members of First 
Lutheran Church in James-
town, New York.

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are invited 
for coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and lemonade in between 
morning worship and the 
10:45 a.m. lecture each week-
day morning on the porch. 
The house porch overlooking 
the Amphitheater provides a 
good place to find old friends 
and make new ones.

Quaker House
Come hear Homeboys 
speak about their trans-
formational experience 
at Homeboy Industries at 
12:15 p.m. Wednesday in 
UCC Randell Chapel.

Join Chautauqua Quak-
ers for an unprogrammed 
meeting for worship at 8 
a.m. Thursday mornings in 
Burgeson Nature Classroom 
throughout the season.

Unity of Chautauqua
From 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday evening in 
Turner Community Cen-
ter, the Rev. James Stacey 
will present a Positive Path 
for Spiritual Living lecture, 
“Spiritual Keys to Aging 
Well.” Join our discussion 
of Unity’s new publication, 
“Spiritual Keys to Aging 
Well.” We will explore the 
concept of aging. This is a 
new perspective that sees 
aging and the final years of 
life as another stage of de-
velopment in our life expe-
rience with its challenges 
and opportunities. Every 

participant in this class 
will receive a free book-
let from Unity to continue  
their exploration of ag-
ing with grace and mean-
ing. Chautauqua residents 
should bring gate passes.

Stacey is the senior minis-
ter of Unity South Twin Cit-
ies, Bloomington, Minnesota, 
located in the south Minne-
apolis—St. Paul metro area.

Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday 
and a 9:30 a.m. Sunday Cel-
ebration service in the Hall 
of Missions. For details, 
visit unitychq.org.

Unitarian Universalist
We gather at 3:15 p.m. Tues-
day for “UU Tea” on our 
beautiful back patio at the 
UU House (6 Bliss). All are 
invited to join us for bev-
erages, a delicious array of 
snacks and, of course, fel-
lowship. The Rev. Jim Magaw, 
this week’s guest minister, 
will be in attendance to en-
gage in conversation.

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

We are anchored in love that keeps us sane, preaches Boyle

The Scripture reading for the 9:15 a.m. Monday morn-
ing worship service in the Amphitheater was from 
John 16:4–15. “I picked this Scripture (John 16:12) for 

one line in the reading: ‘I still have many things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now.’ We think this is going 
to be bad news, but what if it is good news?” Fr. Greg Boyle, 
SJ, said. His sermon title was “A Love That Keeps Us Sane.” 

In the Hebrew Bible, God’s nickname for human beings 
is “you are my delight,” Boyle said. “I like the notion that sin 
— in Greek, ‘hamartia’ — means to miss the mark. We think 
that means we didn’t measure up, we are eternally disap-
pointing. But what if ‘miss the mark’ is wonderful but we 
just can’t bear to hear it?” 

The poet Hafiz wrote, “Ever since Happiness heard your 
name / It has been running through the streets / Try-
ing to find you.” Boyle shared a story about Hector, who 
had relapsed from five years of sobriety but came back to 
Homeboy Industries and was sitting in the reception room. 
Stevie was at the desk and when he got up, Hector followed 
him, stopped him and said, “I have forgotten who I am; 
remind me.” Stevie said, “Hector, you are golden.”

Boyle said the words, “I still have many things to tell you, 
but you cannot bear them now,” are not a warning but a re-
minder, an invitation, pointing the way. One of the sayings 
on the Homeboy merchandise is “You are exactly what God 
had in mind when he made you.”

He continued, “At Homeboy, we don’t have a standard 
you have to meet to measure up. We are trying to align 
our hearts to the love that God gives us. It keeps us sane 
and connected.”

Nellie, who came to the United States in the Mariel 
boatlift in 1980, survived abuse and human trafficking. She 
came to see Boyle one day and said she had a dream. “In 
the dream, I was standing by myself at a party and God was 
there. He came over and invited me to dance. I said, ‘Me?’ 
and he said, ‘Yeah.’ We danced cheek to cheek and every-
one was hating on me, asking ‘Why is God dancing with 
Nellie? People came over and tried to cut in, but God says, 
‘I’m dancing with Nellie.’”

Boyle said, “What if God’s heaven is you? God just 
wants to dance cheek to cheek with you. God can’t take 
her eyes off you.”

Horacio had just gotten out of prison and called Boyle to 
tell him he wanted to see him. He told Boyle, “Let’s just cut 
to the cheese. I went to the apartment I shared with my old 
lady and a neighbor told me she had taken all my clothes 
and set them on fire. I guess she was mad at me.”

Boyle told Horacio he would pick him up at 6 and they 
would go shopping for clothes. Physically, he had changed 
from lifting weights in prison. He told Boyle, “When I saw 
you, I got all happy inside.”

Horacio “has a loud ass voice,” Boyle said. As they 
were standing in line to check out, Horacio saw a couple 
with a child. Horacio said to the man, “Do I know you?” 
The man and his wife looked very frightened and said 
no. Horacio said, “Oh, my bad,” and the couple relaxed. 
He turned to Boyle and asked, “Am I that scary look-
ing?” Boyle said, “Yeah, pretty much.” Horacio said, “I 
am scared to be out.” Boyle told him to stay close to his 
heart and he would be OK.

At 3 a.m., Boyle got a phone call from Horacio. “When 
they call at that hour, they all ask, ‘Did I wake you?’” Boyle 
said. “I said, ‘Yeah’ and thought, ‘cut to the cheese.’” Hora-
cio said, ‘You have been like a father to me, have I been 

your son?’” Boyle said, “Of course” and Horacio replied, “I 
thought so. You will be my father and I will be your son. 
Nothing can separate us. I love you. Good night.”

Boyle said, “The moral of the story is not that the father 
had a son, but that the son discovered he was a son worth 
having. You are my delight. I have more to tell you, but 
you cannot bear it. Happiness is running after you. We are 
anchored in love that will keep us sane if we remind each 
other that you are golden.”

Deborah First, a year-round Chautauquan, presided. 
Tony Muir, a retired attorney from Allentown, Pennsylva-
nia, read the Scripture. Sonya Subbayya Sutton, interim 
director of Sacred Music, played “Jubilation on ‘Bunessan” 
by John G. Barr for the prelude on the Massey Memorial 
Organ. She directed the Motet Choir and accompanied 
them on the Massey Organ for the anthem, “(Rune of) 
Hospitality,” by William Witherup. For the postlude, she 
played “Finale on ‘Hyfrydol’” by Henry Coleman on the 
Massey Organ. Support for this week’s chaplaincy and 
preaching is made possible by the generous support of 
The Lois Raynow Department of Religion Fund and The 
Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund. 

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. delivers his sermon “Fill the Earth with Mercy” Sunday in the Amphitheater. 
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E N V I R O N M E N T

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

FOR RENT

2027 Week 8 (8/14/27-8/21/27) 
and/or (Week 9 (8/21/27-8/28/27) 
St.Elmo Week 8 and/or Week 9. 
First Floor studio apartment. 
Beautiful private porch. Brand 
new bath with walk-in shower. A 
perfect comfortable home away 
from home. Best location on the 
grounds! Possibility to extend to 
Labor Day. Call or text Marc for 
details: (908) 385-1299

JENNA OUTCALT
STAFF WRITER

When Ken Parker was grow-
ing up, he was surrounded 
by gardens. On his mother’s 
side, his Polish grandfather 
cultivated a garden in Buffa-
lo, New York, while his Native 
Seneca grandfather on his 
father’s side grew vegetables 
like tomatoes and corn.

“That kind of influenced 
me as a kid, going out there 
and seeing them grow,” 
Parker said. “It’s funny how 
I waited till later in my adult 
life to have that horticul-
tural awakening.”

Parker, an educator and 
consultant on native plants, 
will speak at 12:30 p.m. today 
for the Bird, Tree & Garden 
Club and Chautauqua Climate 
Change Initiative.

“My focus is helping peo-
ple understand selecting the 
right plant for their back-
yard,” Parker said.

Parker said people need 
to think about the origin 
of the species they want in 
their backyard.

“When we go to the gar-
den center and we buy 
plants, we buy with our 
eyes,” he said. “A lot of times, 
we really don’t understand 
where that plant’s original 

habitat was.”
Parker said he 

will also discuss 
the Indigenous un-
derstanding of na-
ture and how plants 
interact with one 
another, as well as 
their environment.

“Native Americans 
were really, to me, the origi-
nal environmentalists,” Park-
er said. “They only took what 
they needed. They managed 
the land because they lived 
off the land.”

Before his career in hor-
ticulture, Parker was a U.S. 
Marine. He is also a pro-
fessional saxophonist who 
toured with the U.S. Marine 
Band for five years, from 1986 
to 1991. Afterward, he moved 
to Canada and started a 
nursery, which led him to his 
career in native plants.

He has worked with 
many groups during his ca-
reer, but he said one of his 
favorites is the Intertrib-
al Nursery Council, which 
hosts Indigenous tribes 
from the U.S. and Canada 
for annual meetings.

“We talk about our signif-
icant projects, our signifi-
cant challenges and research 
that’s being done,” Parker 

said. “Tribes are 
trying to bring back 
the plants that were 
significant to their 
culture, because na-
tive plants are real-
ly in the minority in 
North America.”

He is also the di-
rector of the Food Is 

Our Medicine project, which 
seeks to promote healthi-
er living through gardening 
and traditional plants.

“I think in today’s econ-
omy, a lot of people want 
to grow things in their own 
backyard to be more self-sus-
taining,” Parker said. 

He explained that some 
native plants are often mis-
taken for imports, such as 
potatoes and tomatoes. 
Meanwhile, naturalized 
plants, which grow well in 
the local climate, are often 
mistaken for native plants, 
such as the Colorado spruce.

“Can we grow this in 
New York State? Absolute-
ly. Is it native to New York 
State? Absolutely not,” 
Parker said. “This is a dis-
tinction that we need to 
educate the public on.”

Parker also emphasized 
the importance of collect-
ing local seeds for environ-

mental health.
“We try to grow plants 

from within the counties that 
we live in,” he said. “It’s really 
important that we preserve 
the genetic quality of those 
plants. They adapted here for 
thousands of years.”

Parker said people “don’t 
have to do a scientific anal-
ysis” of their backyard to 
find the best plants. Basic 
information, such as soil 
type and the amount of 
sunlight, can inform deci-
sions about which plants 
can thrive in a yard.

According to Parker, the 
public is starting to under-
stand more about native 
plants, though it’s moving 
more slowly than he’d prefer.

“I think as a marine, I 
have the viewpoint of the 
little battles in everybody’s 
backyard,” he said. “If we can 
put one or two native plants 
back in our backyard, I think 
we’re gaining traction.”

Parker said everyone who 
grows native plants contrib-
utes to the circle of life.

“Those plants are great 
for pollinators,” he said. “The 
pollinators feed the birds, and 
it’s just an all-around positive 
impact to add more native 
plants to your backyard.”

JENNA OUTCALT
STAFF WRITER

When it comes to climate 
change, author Eugene Lin-
den warns that things are 
getting worse even faster 
than anticipated, and that 
means the future looks 
bleaker and more expensive 
than ever. 

“It’s not in the future. It’s 
now,” he said. “And that’s 
why we need ideas that can 
be implemented and are 
practical now.”

Linden will give a lec-
ture at 9:15 a.m. today in 
Hurlbut Sanctuary for the 
Chautauqua Science Group 
and Chautauqua Climate 
Change Initiative. He said 
he will speak about his book 
Fire and Flood: A People’s 
History of Climate Change, 
from 1979 to the Present, 
which explores “how we 
got to where we are right 
now” in terms of climate.

“Emissions were a prob-
lem in 1990. We were be-
ginning to see the effects of 
climate change by the end 
of the decade, and yet, we’ve 
done nothing about it,” he 
said. “The only time there’s 
been an interruption in the 
rise in global emissions of 
CO2 and greenhouse gases 
is when there’s been a se-
vere recession like the Great 

Financial Crisis or 
COVID. No volun-
tary or international 
efforts have reduced 
emissions at all.”

Linden cited pop-
ulation growth and 
growing energy 
needs as major prob-
lems inciting climate 
change. He emphasized that 
individuals ultimately bear 
the monetary costs of climate 
change, whether it is through 
insurance premiums, higher 
prices or higher taxes.

“Climate change has 
been imposing costs on the 
economy for several years 
now, and it’s getting worse 
every year,” he said. “It’s 
not going to get better.”

Linden said he hopes to 
open the floor to discussion 
about potential solutions 
during his lecture. Because 
of the urgent nature of the 
crisis, Linden said solutions 
need to be “scalable” and 
“readily deployable.”

“You need something that 
is really bulletproof, that 
can’t be litigated [and] nego-
tiated endlessly with endless 
exemptions for interested 
parties,” he said. “We need 
something entirely different 
than what we’re doing.”

The solution Linden sup-
ports is a universal climate 

tariff, which would 
tax countries for 
carbon emissions.

“Now, tariff has 
become a dirty 
word, so people have 
a sort of gut reac-
tion to the idea, but 
the whole point of it 
would be universal,” 

he explained.
According to Linden, the 

logistics for the tariff are 
manageable; the challenge 
is reaching a consensus 
across countries on imple-
menting it with no excep-
tions, as exceptions would 
“nullify the collective ac-
tion” of other countries.

“You really need every-
body to sign on. The point 
is that it could happen very 
quickly if there was the po-
litical will to do it, because 
it doesn’t require a lot of 
negotiations,” he said. “The 
apparatus is already in place 
to both administer it, imple-
ment it and monitor it.”

Linden said solutions re-
quiring endless negotiation 
are “God’s gift to those who 
want to delay action,” such 
as fossil fuel companies.

“The genius of the fos-
sil fuel interests and the 
climate deniers is they po-
liticize the issue and dele-
gitimize the messenger,” 

Linden said. “And if the 
messenger is deemed to be 
illegitimate, nobody listens 
to the message.”

Linden also said people 
could get burnt out on cli-
mate messaging.

“People tune out. They 
think they’ve heard it all be-
fore,” he said. “Even as things 
happen that were predicted, 
and they’re worse than pre-
dicted, the general public 
doesn’t really get it.”

Linden said the ten-
dency to ignore issues like 
climate, despite all the 
materials presented, is 
“immensely frustrating.”

“It just goes back to my ba-
sic point that the incentives 
are to ignore the long-term in 
favor of short-term at every 
level of society,” he said.

However, he empha-
sized consumers’ power to 
change things.

“Consumers are more 
powerful than voters in one 
sense because there are 
more of them,” he said.

According to Linden, 
this means consumers have 
their say in the kind of 
transportation, energy and 
economy they want.

“There’s a couple of hun-
dred million consumers in 
this country, and their dol-
lars are votes,” he said.

The Edris and David H. 
Weis Family Fund, The Re-
inberger Fund for the Per-
forming Arts and The Mill-
er-Beggerow Fund in honor 
of Cornelia Chason Miller 
generously support Lara 
Downes’ lecture with John 
McWhorter at 10:45 a.m. to-
day in the Amphitheater. We 
extend our sincere grati-
tude to these funds for their 
generous support of Chau-
tauqua’s vibrant artistic and 
educational programming.

Established in 2000, The 
Edris and David H. Weis 
Family Fund supports a 
wide range of Chautauqua 

initiatives, reflecting the 
family’s deep appreciation 
for the arts and lifelong 
learning. The Weis family 
has been closely connected 
to Chautauqua since 1972, 
with Edris playing a lead-
ership role as a founding 
board member of Friends 
of Chautauqua Theater and 
as president of the Chau-
tauqua Property Owners 
Association. Across gen-
erations, the family has 
embraced Chautauqua 
through the Schools of Art 
and Dance and youth pro-
grams, while continuing 
to support orchestras and 

arts organizations both in 
Chautauqua and beyond. 
We honor the memory of 
David H. Weis, who passed 
away in 2020.

This shared commitment 
to the arts and education is 
also reflected in the sup-
port provided by the Rein-
berger and Miller-Begge-
row funds. Established in 
1990, the Reinberger Fund 
for the Performing Arts 
strengthens the work of 
the Chautauqua Symphony 
Orchestra by supporting 
distinguished guest artists 
and conductors.

The Miller-Beggerow 

Fund honors the legacy of 
Cornelia Chason Miller, 
whose early experiences 
at Chautauqua — traveling 
each summer from Bain-
bridge, Georgia, with her 
family — fostered a lifelong 
appreciation for education 
and culture. We are grateful 
that her legacy continues 
to create opportunities for 
others to share in the Chau-
tauqua experience today.

Through the generosity 
of these funds, Chautauqua 
continues to celebrate ar-
tistic excellence and inspire 
meaningful connection 
through music and learning.

Weis, Reinberger, Beggerow Funds support Downes’ lecture

Parker to discuss native plants, Indigenous perspectives

Author Linden to discuss climate history, solutions

LINDEN

PARKER

SPORTS CLUB THURSDAY AFTERNOON 
BRIDGE SCORES 

AUGUST 20, 2026

North/South
1st		  Peggy Blackburn - Bill Blackburn
2nd		  Kurt Guelzow - Jane Pendley

East/West
1st/2nd 	 Melissa Denton - Pete Harris
1st/2nd	 Pat Dworkin - Ken Argentieri

62.00%
56.50%

54.50%
54.50%

Please come enjoy our ABL sanctioned game.
12:45 p.m. Thursdays at the Sports Club

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Want to subscribe? Visit 
our website to view rates 
and call to get set up. 
The Daily can be mailed 
anywhere in the country.
chqdaily.com/subscribe
716-357-6235



JULIA WEBER
ASSISTANT EDITOR 

Throughout the 2026 Summer 
Season, the Athenaeum Hotel 
has welcomed visitors not only 

to stay in the historic property but 
also to learn about the building’s his-
tory through the weekly Athenaeum 
Hotel History Lecture series. At 1 p.m. 
today in the Athenaeum Parlor, the 
hotel will host its final session of the 
season, which is free to attend.

“So many people come and go out 
of the hotel, and so many people see it 
as one of the iconic locations in Chau-
tauqua,” Brittany Beckstrom, senior di-
rector of Athenaeum Hotel operations, 
said. “So many people don’t know the 
history about it. They see it as either 
a restaurant that they come to during 
the season or maybe they come here in 
and out for events, but there’s so much 
that has happened over 150 years, even 
at the hotel, that we really wanted to 
start highlighting some of the events 
that have happened here, some of the 
people that have stayed here and some 
of the major changes that have hap-
pened over the years.”

Scott Beresford, sales manager 
for the Athenaeum Hotel, said the 
building’s history is what sets it apart 
within the Institution’s grounds and 
merits being a philanthropic priority 
for Chautauquans.

“I think that the history alone mer-
its it,” he said. “The fact that it is just a 
fantastic building the way it is from a 
preservation standpoint, but then also 
a functional purpose — the amount 
of people that come through the ho-
tel over nine weeks, the revenue that 
it generates. I think that these are all 
things that make it worthy of having its 
own designated philanthropic goals.”

Beckstrom, Beresford and Cindy 
Hinsdale, lodging and sales supervisor 
for the Athenaeum, created the series 
of informational lectures as a way to 
simultaneously share the history of the 
landmark hotel with Chautauquans and 
to inform them about the philanthropic 
goals for the building.

Currently, the hotel is looking at 
the first phase of renovations, which 
includes foundational work. Beck-
strom cited the front porch of the 
Athenaeum as an area of improve-
ment, given its iconic viewpoint of 
Chautauqua Lake and its role as a 
convening space for Chautauquans.

Beckstrom also named repainting 
the hotel as a priority, both for cosmet-
ic purposes and to maintain the exte-
rior against the elements. Following 
the foundational work and repainting, 
she said common spaces throughout 
the hotel are priorities for renovation, 
in order to preserve the hotel’s history 
while also ensuring guests have access 

to modern amenities needed to com-
fortably enjoy their visit.

The research process to develop 
these lectures began after Beckstrom 
approached Hinsdale with the idea. 
Hinsdale combed through the Institu-
tion’s archives to see what she could 
find on the hotel’s history.

“I just naturally love this building 
and Chautauqua, so I did a deep dive 
into the archives and some of the let-
ters, and [started] talking to people 
and their stories and started putting 
together the presentation to show-
case it as more than a building,” Hin-
sdale explained.

Hinsdale said she relied heavily on 
archival copies of the Daily that chron-
icled the opening of the hotel, but there 
was little information available aside 
from information about rates, ameni-
ties and other practical considerations. 
Working with Historian Emeritus Jon 
Schmitz and Manager of the Oliver Ar-
chives Center Emily Carpenter, Hins-
dale pieced together some of the hotel’s 
anecdotes to build out a fuller picture 
of its history.

Through the research process, 
both Hinsdale and Beresford said 
they enjoyed immersing themselves 
in the Athenaeum’s history. Uncover-
ing new stories and clarifying com-
mon misconceptions allowed both 
individuals to gain a better sense 
of the building’s history and share 
those stories with Chautauquans.

“The stories are really what sells the 
place,” Hinsdale said. “From its begin-
nings, the Athenaeum was never meant 
to be a grand hotel with bigger and bet-
ter amenities at any time.”

The hotel’s role, she said, was to 
act as a place to land amid attending 
Institution programming, and it has 
remained as such. For Hinsdale, it is 
important that Chautauquans have a 
space to enjoy Chautauqua. “We get a 
great mix of old and new Chautauquans 
here at the hotel looking for a safe place 
to enjoy the grounds,” she said.

Beresford explained that each lec-
ture is intentionally open-ended. It 
begins with the historical context of 
both the hotel and the Institution and 
reviews the Athenaeum’s present-day 
role. Sometimes, the hosts will focus on 
more technical components of the hotel 
like square footage, number of employ-
ees and so forth and other times, they 
will look more closely at the stories and 
legacy. Ultimately, though, each lecture 
looks ahead to the Athenaeum’s future.

Beresford said although it can at 
times feel like “doing a really bad stand-
up routine,” he strives to be as engaging 
and dynamic as possible in his presen-
tations while also maintaining profes-
sionalism. Educating Chautauquans on 
the history of the hotel and its philan-

thropic priorities and affording a space 
to Chautauquans to ask questions are 
of equal importance for him.

“We can talk about the history and 
everything that’s going on, but we also 
wanted to make sure that there was 
time for people to ask questions about 
whatever it is they wanted to,” Beres-
ford said, “which can be quite fun, be-
cause we don’t know what people are 
going to ask.”

Beresford said he believes people are 
most often surprised by the sheer scale 
of the hotel’s daily operations.

“I think [people] don’t realize the fact 
that we’re a hotel every single day for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner. There’s not a 
day to chill. It requires a constant staff 
on hand to do that. I think it’s good that 
people don’t necessarily even think 
about that, because it’s good to have a 
place that people know they can always 
go and grab something to eat or drink, 
but it takes a lot,” he said.

For Beckstrom, the historical tales 
are compelling, and the new ones 
created every year are, too. She said 
the Athenaeum differs from other 
hotels because it has a high percent-
age of returning visitors each sea-
son, and she enjoys watching visitors 
celebrate special moments and make 
memories at Chautauqua.

“There’s really nothing like the 
Chautauqua experience because you 
see the same people — a lot of times, 
every year — and you get to experience 
some of the best moments of their life, 
some of their weddings, their celebra-

tions of life, coming through for fam-
ily reunions. That’s something that’s 
so unique to Chautauqua and that you 
don’t see in normal vacation destina-
tions,” Beckstrom said.

Beresford said he hopes the Athe-
naeum Hotel History Lecture series 
will serve the hotel in its philanthropic 
goals because people will have an op-
portunity to learn about its role on the 
grounds. He said, “I think we will see 
people begin to give gifts to this place 
and really take into consideration the 
importance of this building and what 
it means — not just for the people that 
work here and stay here, but for the 
health of the Institution.”

Ultimately, he views the lectures as 
a way to connect people with history, 
and he said he hopes opportunities to 
engage with the landmark building will 
continue long past this season.

“It’s a special place inside a special 
place,” Beresford said.
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Athenaeum staff to deliver final 
history lecture of 2026 Summer Season

SAM HUFFMAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Above, the Blue Room is shown during a tour 
of the Athenaeum Hotel’s facilities Aug. 12. 
At right, an exhibit presenting the history 
of the second oldest Otis Elevator Lift 
which was installed in the hotel in the 
early 20th century. 

‘a special place
inside a special place’

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
An evening aerial view of the Athenaeum Hotel in July 2024.
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P R O G R A M

Tu
TUESDAY

AUGUST 25

BUFFALO DAY

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medita-
tion Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:00	 (8:30–12:30) Bestor Fresh Market. 
Bestor Plaza

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Fr. Grego-
ry Boyle, S.J. Amphitheater

9:15	 Chautauqua Science Group 
Lecture: “Science and Global 
Instability.” (Co-sponsored by 
Chautauqua Climate Change 
Initiative). Eugene Linden. Hurlbut 
Sanctuary

9:15	 Chautauqua Speaks: Allison Hopper. 
CWC House. 30 South Lake

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:00	 (10–10:30) Roe Green Theater Cen-
ter Tour. Roe Green Theater Center

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. Smith 
Memorial Library

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Lara Downes and John McWhorter. 
Amphitheater and online

11:00	 (11–5) Exhibitions open.  
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center & Strohl 
Art Center

11:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Authors’ Hour (FCWC). Janet 
Crosier, fiction, Weymouth House. 
Syd Goldsmith, memoir and fiction, 
Hong Kong on the Brink. David 
Walsh, poetry, Threads. Literary 
Arts Center at Alumni Hall porch. 
(Ballroom in case of rain) 

12:15	 LGBTQ+ Friends discussion “Gath-
ering and Community, we need one 
another.” Alumni Hall dining room. 
Bring your lunch

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Presby-
terian House

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medita-
tion Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Hall of Missions

12:30	 Lunch Talk. Ami Eden “The Israeli 
Elections;  What’s At Stake for 
Israel, the US, and American 
Jews.” Everett Jewish Life Center. 
36 Massey

12:30	 Bird, Tree & Garden Club lunch-
time lecture series: “Indigenous 
Ecological Wisdom.” (Co-spon-
sored by Chautauqua Climate 
Change Initiative). Ken Parker. 
Bagged lunch available at the door 
– $10. Smith Wilkes Hall

12:45	 (12:45–4) Duplicate Bridge ($12 
Fee). CWC House. 30 South Lake

1:00	 NATURALIZATION OATH OF 
ALLEGIANCE (CITIZENSHIP) 
CEREMONY. (Buffalo Day special 
event). Amphitheater

1:00	 Docent Tours. Fowler-Kellogg Art 
Center & Strohl Art Center (Meet in 
Fowler-Kellogg Art Center)

1:00	 Archives Tent Talk with Jon 
Schmitz. Oliver Archives Center

1:00	 Athenaeum Hotel History Lecture. 
“Past, Present and Future of the 
Athenaeum.” Athenaeum Parlor

1:00	 Bestor Plaza Demo/Talk. Hydropon-
ics. Curtze Hydroponics. Bestor Plaza

1:00	 (1–1:30) English Lawn Bowling. 
30-minute free instruction, then opt 
to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 (1–3) Mah Jongg. Sports Club

3:00	 Social Hour. Lutheran House. 25 
Peck on Brick Walk

3:15	 “Buffalo: 2nd Best City for Pres-
idential Stories.” Spencer Morgan 
and Rachelle Moyer Francis. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

3:15	 Ecumenical Community of 
Chautauqua Social Hour. Cookies & 
Lemonade. 25 Roberts

3:15	 Unitarian Universalist Fellowship “UU 
Tea.” UU House Back Patio. 6 Bliss

3:15	 Social Hour. UCC HQ Living Room

3:30	 Authors @ The Smith. You Know.:  
How to Invite & Nourish a Relationship 
with Your Intuition Jennifer Halls. 
Smith Memorial Library Classroom

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Everett 
Jewish Life Center

3:30	 (3:30–5) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua. Skill Building Work-
shop. Alumni Hall Prose Room

3:30	 Masters Series Culinary Mas-
terclass. Chef Darian Bryan. Fee. 
Norton Hall

3:30	 Social at the Disciples of Christ 
house. Practicing the Art of Conver-
sation. Natalie Wittman, life coach. 
32 Clark

3:30	 Social Hour Porch. Christian Science 
House. 10 Center

3:30	 Social Hour. Quaker Art Speaks: 
Exhibitions and Discussions. Well-
ing Hall and Kriss Miller, Mourning 
Nap Installation. Quaker House. 
28 Ames

3:30	 Social Hour. Catholic House. 20 
Palestine

4:15	 “Fall Garden Cleanup.” Carol 
Markham, conservationist. The 
Butterfly Garden at the corner of 
South and Massey

4:20	 “Roosevelt Rumble: FDR vs. TR!” 
Mark Poloncarz and Lindsay Lauren 
Visser. (Buffalo Day special event) 
Hall of Christ Sanctuary

W
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 26

6:15	 (6:15–7:15) Sunrise Paddle 
Hour – Kayak/SUP. Fee. Sign up in 
advance at 716-357-6281. Sports 
Club Waterfront

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round 
Robin Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis 
Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medita-
tion Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:00	 Gloves on Gardening. Ellie Nickeson. 
Ravine across Norton Hall

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:30	 Movement and Meditation with 
Monte Thompson. Hall of Philoso-
phy Grove

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:00	 (9–10:30) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua. Skill Building Work-
shop. Alumni Hall Ballroom

9:15	 Fiber Arts Get Together. Bring your 
projects! Smith Memorial Library 
Listening Room

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Fr. Grego-
ry Boyle, S.J. Amphitheater

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Amphitheater 
and online

11:00 (11–5) Exhibition open. Fowler 
Kellogg Art Center

11:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

12:00	 (12–2) Flea Boutique – Bag Sale. 
Behind the Colonnade

12:15	 CLSC Unbound Book Discussion. 
Dreamt I Found You: A Novel by 
Jimin Han. Alumni Hall Porch

12:15	 Organ Recital. Sonya Subbayya 
Sutton, organist. Amphitheater

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Marion Lawrance Room

12:15	 Women In Ministry. Hall of Mis-
sions

12:15	 (12:15–1:15) Men in Ministry. UCC 
Randell Chapel Parlor

12:15	 Homeboy Industries Lecture. UCC 
Randell Chapel

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). 
Presbyterian House

12:45	 (12:45–1:45) Guided Kayak 
Historic Tour.  Sign up in advance 
at 716-357-6281. Fee. Sports Club 
Waterfront

1:00	 Bestor Plaza Demo/Talk. Carving 
an ice sculpture with Erik Freay. 
Bestor Plaza

1:00	 (1–1:30) English Lawn Bowling. 
30-minute free instruction, then opt 
to play for fee. Bowling Green

1:00	 (1–2) Language Hour. CWC House. 
30 South Lake

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni and Pioneer 
Halls. 50 Wythe

1:15	 Informal Critique. Alumni Hall 
Ballroom

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
Amy Bruton Bluemel. Hall of 
Philosophy and online

3:00	 Taste of Chautauqua. The Proba-
bles. Fee. Bestor Plaza

3:00	 Knitting etc. Everyone is welcome. 
UM House Porch

3:20	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Christophers.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

3:30	 Authors @ The Smith. Ron 
Schmidt, How Am I Treating You? 
Smith Memorial Library Classroom

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). 
Catholic House

3:30	 Jewish Film Series: “Among Neigh-
bors.” Everett Jewish Life Center. 
36 Massey

4:15	 Jack’s Tree Walk. Jack Gulvin. Smith 
Wilkes Hall

4:30	 LGBTQ+ and Friends End of 
Season Planning Session (By 
Invitation Only). Jessica Trapasso 
Pavilion at Children’s School

4:30	 Masters Series Masterclass. A 
conversation with Fr. Greg Boyle. 
Fee. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

4:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. Therapeutic 
Gong Meditation with Kim Hehr. 
Hall of Christ Sanctuary

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mr. 
Nobody Against Putin.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). 
Lutheran House

6:30	 Leon and Gloria Plevin Lecture: 
Garrett Klein (Massey Klein 
Gallery). Hultquist 101

6:30	 Unity’s Positive Path for Spiritual 
Living. Turner Conference Room

6:45	 Testimony Meeting. Christian 
Science Chapel. 12 Center

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. 
Samara Joy

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Christophers.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

 

 
          

     
      

 
    

           
  

 

4:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mr. 
Nobody Against Putin.” Fee. Chau-
tauqua Cinema

6:30 	 (6:30–7:30) Chautauqua Mystic 
Heart Meditation Program. 
Labyrinth History and Meditation. 
Outside Turner Community Center

6:30	 (6:30–7:30) Grief Support Group. 
UCC Randell Chapel Parlor

7:00	 One Text, Two Voices. Bible study 
with the Rev. Rachel Stuart of 
Hurlbut and Danny Bachman of 
the Hebrew Congregation. UM 
House Chapel

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. Lara 
Downes and Kurt Elling

8:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “The 
Christophers.” Fee. Chautauqua 
Cinema

GUINEVERE MACLOWRY / MULTIMEDIA JOURNALIST
The Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, under the baton of Music Director Rossen Milanov, performs during the “Generational Voices: An Evening with the Denyce Graves Foundation” Thursday in the 
Amphitheater. Above left, Audrianna Hughes, mezzo-soprano, sings Richard Danielpour’s “Margaret’s Lullaby” from Margaret Garner. Above center, Henrique Carvalho, baritone, performs “Largo al Factotem” 
from The Barber of Seville. Above right, Kresley Figueroa, soprano, performs Vincenzo Bellini’s “Ah! Non credea mirart / Ah! Non giunge” from La Sonnambula.
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