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At 10:45 a.m. today in the 
Amphitheater, physician, au-
thor and former Surgeon 
General of the United States 
Vivek Murthy will join Chau-
tauquans in the penultimate 
morning lecture of the season. 
Continuing the weeklong ex-
ploration of “The Importance 
of Gathering: In Collaboration 
with the Smithsonian Folk-
life Festival,” Murthy’s recent 
work about the interconnect-
edness between social, mental 
and physical health frames his 
upcoming conversation.

Murthy served as both the 
19th and 21st Surgeon General 
of the United States, focusing 
on public health issues like 
mental health, loneliness and 
addiction. In 2020, Murthy 
released his New York Times 
bestselling book Together: 
The Healing Power of Human 
Connection in a Sometimes 
Lonely World. The book fo-
cuses on the effects that 
loneliness, human connection 
and social health have on both 
mental and physical health.

Before taking office as the 
surgeon general in 2014, Mur-
thy did not consider loneli-
ness to be a public health con-
cern. However, the recurrent 
isolation he witnessed from 
varying ages, geographical 
locations and economic back-
grounds — amplified further 
after the COVID-19 pandemic 
— signaled to him a nation-
wide epidemic of loneliness.

Murthy to 
talk health, 
connection 
in season’s 
penultimate 
lecture

Kenny G 
to serenade 
Chautauquans 
with music, life lessons

Tanabe to apply Buddhist teachings to commemorating death, celebrating life

Missed a story in the Daily this summer? Find it on our website using the search bar at the top of any page.

TODAY’S 
WEATHER

H 75° L 59°
Rain: 54%
Sunset: 7:59 p.m.

SATURDAY
H 75° L 57°
Rain: 7%
Sunrise: 6:39 a.m. Sunset: 7:56 p.m. 

FRIDAY
H 71° L 51°
Rain: 24%
Sunrise: 6:38 a.m. Sunset: 7:58 p.m. 
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George Tanabe, a scholar 
of Japanese religions with 
a focus on Buddhism, will 
deliver a lecture at 2 p.m. 
today in the Hall of Philos-
ophy. He said it is difficult 
to summarize Buddhism 
simply because, like any 
other religion, there are 
many differing teachings 
and beliefs within it.

He said, then, it is sim-
pler to provide an over-
view of Buddhism as it ap-

plies to a centuries-old and 
still-evolving dance tradi-
tion: Bon Odori. Tanabe ex-
plained the Buddhist teach-
ing “that death is followed 
by rebirth and there’s a 
space — an interim between 
one life and the next life.” 
That space, he said, is the 
focus of Bon Odori.

Obon, also known as 
Bon, is a Japanese Buddhist 
festival held to honor the 
spirits of one’s ancestors. 
This celebration includes 
Bon Odori, also known as 

the “Bon Dance,” and Ta-
nabe said he has witnessed 
distinctions of this dance 
develop across time and 
space, ranging from Japan 
itself to Japanese cultures 
in Hawaii and California.

In Japan, he said the cel-
ebrations are sponsored by 
community organizations 
rather than Buddhist tem-
ples. Tanabe said the festi-
val’s music and dancing are 
not to commemorate the 
dead through Buddhist tra-
dition, but are instead as-

sociated with rice planting, 
fishing, coal mining and 
“life-sustaining activities.”

He explained how Ha-
waii and California create 
their own unique case for 
Bon Odori. There, he said, 
Buddhist temples essen-
tially function as commu-
nity centers. These danc-
es have a dual function of 
celebrating these life-sus-
taining activities and com-
memorating the dead. 

This joining of “the sec-
ular and the sacred” or 

“the living and the dead” in 
these dance celebrations is 
“a uniquely American phe-
nomenon,” Tanabe said. 

Tanabe is professor 
emeritus at University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa, where he 
taught for nearly 30 years 
and was chair of the religion 
department. Currently, he 
is president of Bukkyo Den-
do Kyokai Hawaii and chair-
man of BDK America, which 
are Buddhist nonprofit edu-
cational foundations.

THE KEY
OF

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

efore Kenneth Bruce Gore-
lick, popularly known 
as Kenny G, became the 
best-selling instrumental-

ist in history, he was a teenager who 
didn’t make the cut to join his high 
school band. Now one of the world’s 
most recognized saxophonists, 
Gorelick plans to share his journey 
and talents with Chautauquans today 
during a 12:30 p.m. Masters Se-
ries Masterclass in Elizabeth S. 
Lenna Hall and an 8 p.m. per-
formance at the Amphitheater.

Although Gorelick has long 
since logged 10,000 hours in the 
pursuit of perfecting his craft, 
he believes continual rehearsal 
makes him and his band a better 
collective of musicians. 

“The audience is going to see 
five musicians play their respec-
tive instruments at the very top 
level, so we hope that we will show 
the audience what someone is ca-
pable of doing when they practice 
their instrument for 50 plus years,” 
Gorelick said.

B

See KENNY G, Page 4
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C O M M U N I T Y

CINEMA
--- Thursday Aug. 27 ---

MR. NOBODY AGAINST 
PUTIN - 3:30 & 8:45 Rus-
sian teacher Pasha Talankin se-
cretly documents his small town 
school's transformation into a 
war recruitment center during 
the Ukraine invasion, reveal-
ing the ethical dilemmas educa-
tors face amid propaganda and 
militarization. "Instructive and 
impactful." -G. Allen Johnson, San 
Francisco Chronicle  "An exem-
plary work of cinematic mod-
ernism." -Richard Brody, The New 
Yorker  "Riveting, courageous" 
-Peter Howell, Toronto Star (NR, In 
Russian with subtitles. 90m)
THE CHRISTOPHERS
 - 6:00  The children of a once-
celebrated artist, enlist a forger 
to access his unfinished canvases 
in a deceptive bid to secure an 
inheritance."An electrifying 
Ian McKellen hits a new career 
peak and takes an early shot at 
Oscar in Steven Soderbergh’s 
unmissable tale of an artist and 
his forger, played by the brilliant 
Michaela Coel." -Peter Travers, 
The Travers Take "The verbal 
parrying is pure delight, smart 
and sharp. It reflects a very deep 
understanding of the world of 
art." -Nell Minow, Movie Mom 
"Exhilarating and funny," -Peter 
Bradshaw, Guardian  (R, 100m)

Apartments, Standard Rooms, 
and Efficiencies Available 

Cell 954-901-8241  
Business 716-357-3325

for Dining or Lodging Reservations

Hotel & Restaurant 
16 Morris Avenue

Where Culinary Art  
is Expressed Amid a  
Cordial Atmosphere

Chautauqua Institution,  
in the heart of Bestor Plaza 

Breakfast: 7:45-9:30 am  
7 days/week 

Buffet: 12-2 pm on Sundays 
Dinner (Buffet or Menu):  
5-7:15 pm 7 days/week 

Worship and Faith Journey moved to Amp
Due to anticipated weather conditions, the 9:15 a.m. 
Thursday Morning Worship and Faith Journey with Fr. 
Gregory Boyle, S.J., will move from the Hall of Philos-
ophy to the Amphitheater. Boyle, founder of Homeboy 
Industries and bestselling author, will share his faith 
journey during the service. 

Softball news
Chautauqua Softball League will host a kids’ pickup 
game at 4:15 p.m. today at Sharpe Field. Ages 5–13. Ex-
tra gloves available. Contact carriezachry@gmail.com 
for more information.

CCA/POWR (CPOA) networking meeting
Open discussion for members to discuss issues about 
condo management or renting from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the Baptist House Meeting Room.

Library news
At noon today at the Smith Memorial Library, join 
Friends of Chautauqua Writers’ Center on the porch 
to meet “Locals at The Library!” — this week featur-
ing authors Janet Crosier (Weymouth House), Nick 
Smith (Milk Treading) and Chera Thompson (A Time to 
Wander). The eighth (somewhat) annual Library Kazoo 
Chorale is at 4:45 p.m. today. All are welcome; no talent 
required. At 3:30 p.m. Friday, join Gary Sirak, author of 
How to Retire and Not Die, in conversation with Jane 
Kerschner.  

Chautauqua Fire Department Auxiliary welcomes 
Christmas Bazaar donations
The Chautauqua Fire Department Auxiliary welcomes 
your donations of high quality giftware, holiday decor, 
jewelry, puzzles and games, wall art, housewares, et. 
cetera to be sold at their Christmas Bazaar in Decem-
ber. From 9 to 10:30 a.m. Friday, members will be at 
the Fire Hall on Massey Avenue to receive your donated 
goods. Sorry — no books, clothing or large furniture 
accepted. Proceeds from the Bazaar are used to sup-
port the Chautauqua Volunteer Fire Department. 

Kenny G Masters Series Townhall at Norton Hall
Tonight’s evening entertainment artist, Kenny G, one 
of the most celebrated and revered virtuosos in the 
music industry, will take part in a special Masters Se-
ries Townhall at 12:30 p.m. today in Elizabeth S. Lenna 
Hall. Kenny G will be engaged in onstage conversation 
with Chautauquan Philip Lerman, who worked with 
him on his new memoir Life in the Key of G.

RGTC late-night with Mike Thornton & The 
Midnight Quartet
At 10 p.m. tonight, come see Mike Thornton & The Mid-
night Quartet at Roe Green Theater Center in the final 
concert of our inaugural late-night series. Enjoy great 
jazz, rock and standards with the witty vocals of band 
leader Mike Thornton and his band, which includes 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra members Kieran 
Hanlon and Brian Kushmaul. Tickets are $25 at tick-
ets.chq.org or at the door. The bar is open before and 
during the show.

NORA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

As Week Nine’s partner-
ship with the Smithsonian 
Folklife Festival continues, 
Chautauquans will have the 
chance to familiarize them-
selves with Japanese culture 
ahead of the Obon celebra-
tion at 3 p.m. Sunday on 
Bestor Plaza.

From 4 to 5:15 p.m. today 
and from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, National Endowment 
for the Arts National Heri-
tage Fellow and Bon Odori 
master teacher Adrienne 
Reiko Iwanaga will offer free 
Bon Odori dance workshops 
at Carnahan-Jackson Dance 
Studios for participants of all 
ages and experience levels.

“The Japanese Obon Fes-
tival tradition is based in 
Buddhist traditions that 
honors our ancestors and 
looks toward the light of the 
future,” Vice President of 
Performing and Visual Arts 
Laura Savia said. “It’s a fes-
tival associated with danc-
ing and drumming and food 
and beautiful lanterns, and 
we are going to have all of 
those ingredients.” 

Savia said at the core of 
an Obon celebration, and 
therefore at the center of 
the community event on 
Sunday, is Bon Odori, a Jap-
anese social dance involving 
traditional folk dances that 
is both fun and accessible.

Before Sunday’s outdoor 
gathering, Chautauquans 
will have ample opportunity 
to experience the traditional 
dance technique.

“We are beyond fortunate 
to have one of the great liv-
ing teachers of Bon Odori 
with us in Week Nine,” Sav-
ia said. She said Iwanaga 
will offer an opportunity for 
Chautauquans to experi-
ence something new.

“Chautauqua is all about 
taking a leap and trying 
something new, and I think 
Bon Odori will be new for 
almost everyone here,” Sav-
ia said. She emphasized 
that the events present an 

opportunity to get to know 
Iwanaga and the dances 
ahead of the event on Sun-
day. She said no experience 
is necessary in attending 
both the Obon celebration 
and the classes, and partic-
ipants don’t need to attend 
both workshop classes.

“Then, when we all gather 
on Sunday, of course, people 
should come to the festival, 
whether or not they came to 
the workshop, but the people 
who did go to the workshops 
will have a leg up,” Savia said. 
“They’ll already have a sense 
of the music. They’ll already 
know some of the moves.” 

In addition to Iwanaga 
hosting workshop classes to 
introduce community mem-
bers to Bon Odori, Savia said 
George Tanabe — a Buddhist 
scholar who will give the In-
terfaith lecture at 2 p.m. to-
day in the Hall of Philosophy 
— will deliver the opening 
remarks at the Obon Cele-
bration on Sunday.

Tanabe said the celebration 
is an opportunity for Chau-
tauquans to immerse them-
selves in a hands-on activity.

“It’s folk dancing, so it’s 
really simple. It’s not hard,” 
Tanabe said.

He added that while the 
dance is simple enough to eas-
ily follow along, it is also quite 
engaging and celebratory.

“Chautauqua has never 
done anything quite like this,” 
Savia said. “I think that for 
those who choose to attend 

on Sunday at 3 p.m., it will be 
one of those memory-mak-
ing moments. Like when we 
watched the drone fireworks 
at the sesquicentennial, it will 
just be a communal and sen-
sory feast that people aren’t 
going to ever forget.”

Iwanaga to teach public Bon Odori workshops 
ahead of Sunday community Obon celebration

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

“YA  YA” S TAT U E  P H O T O G R A P H Y  C O N T E S T

DAVE MUNCH /  
INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Above, Carol Nicolai, right, 
picks out a statue with Kirsten 
Engstrom as her prize for 
winning the “Ya Ya” statue 
photography contest Aug. 20 
in Gretchen’s Gallery. Gretchen 
Gaede and Ruth Ann Raines of 
Gretchen’s Gallery judged the 
contest and decided the best 
photo based on composition, use 
of light and creativity. At left, 
Nicolai’s winning “Ya Ya” statue 
photography contest photo of 
her grandchildren posing with 
Engstrom’s statues. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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LILY RESLINK
STAFF WRITER

Chickasaw storyteller Amy 
Bruton Bluemel delivered a 
lecture at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day in the Hall of Philoso-
phy to transport the audi-
ence into stories of human 
origins on Earth and the 
journey a soul follows to 
return to one’s ancestors. 
These stories, she said, are 
written in the stars.

She began her lecture 
by teaching the audience a 
Chickasaw greeting for “hel-
lo” that translates to “good.” 
She explained the signifi-
cance of tribe names and 
Anglican mispronunciations 
that produced an altered 
history. To Bluemel, this 
points to a larger question: 
“What does it mean when 
someone won’t take five sec-
onds to learn your name?”

Bluemel shared the story 
of the Mound Builders, the 
ancient peoples she said 
built mounds in a “spider-
web” fashion from the top 
of the land that is now the 
U.S. to where the Mayan 
people resided.

“Their name has been 
lost to history and time,” she 
said. “We don’t know what 
they called themselves; we 
know what they did.”

One belief they are 
known to have is that the 
world was broken into three 
pieces: the upper world, 
where the creator sits; the 
middle world, for the hu-
mans; and the underworld.

She said the Mound 
Builders “knew all the con-
stellations like the back of 
their hands” and placed im-
portance on tying the con-
stellations to “the Earth 
plateau.” Bluemel explained 
that this connection be-

tween life on Earth and the 
stars above was the basis 
for practices that facilitated 
this circulation of souls.

“Medicine people,” she 
explained, created “sa-
cred bundles” assigned to 
the “bundlekeeper,” who 
cared for it as if it were 
alive; these bundles were 
thought to serve the pur-
pose of connecting Earth 
to the constellations “like 
an umbilical cord.”

Bluemel explained how, 
through these beliefs about 
stars and the three worlds, 
Mound Builders conceptu-
alized how humans came 
to Earth. The Mound Build-
ers held the belief that “we 
come from the stars and we 
had to return to the stars,” 
she said. 

Her lecture focused on 
the mound site, now a town 
called Moundville, which 
is outside of what is now 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. She 
said Moundville was once a 
thriving Indigenous city, but 
its population — except for 
the “medicine people,” also 
known as the “holy people” 
— began to leave slowly for 
unidentified reasons.

She explained that the 
holy people were thought 
to have an important role 
in initiating the journey of 
a deceased person’s soul 
back to their ancestors; 
this is where the story 
meets the stars.

In the second person, 
Bluemel took the audience 
through the journey that 
the ancient Mound Builders 
believed every soul must 
follow. They used what they 
saw in the constellations 
to create narratives told 
across generations. This 
path of the soul, according 

to Bluemel, involved trials 
and guiding figures.

“Your people would car-
ry you from wherever you 
were, all the way back, and 
give you to the holy people,” 
she explained. Bluemel said 
rituals from the holy people 
began the first step of re-
turning to one’s ancestors. 

She explained how the 
people saw the circle of stars, 
now called Orion, as a por-
tal. Due to seasonal constel-
lation changes, in October, 
this empty circle was filled. 
This constellation imagery 
is the origin of the symbol, 
still known today, of rattling 
snakes circling a hand with 
an eye in the center.

She said, in what scien-
tists now call a nebula, these 
ancient people saw “a path 
of souls” and “the doorway 
to get home.”

She said an eagle guard-
ing a doorway marks a point 
of the journey that is “far 
enough to see the fire of 
your ancestors.” Bluemel il-
lustrated the image of “run-
ning back home.”

Men and women are led 
respectively back to “the 
fire” of their ancestors. 
Through this story, Bluemel 
explained the cyclical na-
ture of their beliefs.

“Once you reach your 
home with them, you will 
stay, you will be relaxed, you 
will be comfortable, until it’s 
time to return. And when 
you return, you will come 
back into the families you 
left behind.”

In Alabama, she said, an 
artifact was found depict-
ing the aforementioned 
rattlesnake symbol. “It’s a 
carved stone, a holy object, 
a sacred object.”

Bluemel said this image 

has become an iconic sym-
bol, appearing on newspa-
pers, bumper stickers and 
coffee mugs. She said it was 
once plastered on Mound-
ville’s water tower as well.

“It doesn’t bother me,” she 
said. For anyone who sees it, 
she said she hopes the sym-
bol is “doing what it is sup-
posed to do,” which is calling 
people home.

She ended her lecture by 
sharing a stomp dance with 
the audience. She explained 
how a common phrase at the 
dance roughly translates to 
“Come fast, dancing turtles.”

This was not because they 
were calling dancers turtles; 
rather, it referred to the tur-
tle shells traditionally filled 
with river rock dancers wore 
on their legs as “shakers.”

In these stomp dances, 
Bluemel said the elderly will 
stand to the side and rock 

and the children will stay in 
the back as they learn, but it 
is customary for everyone 
to participate. She spoke 
about the cultural impact of 
Indigenous dancing practic-
es being outlawed until the 
late 1930s. Using small cans 
from the government-issued 
rations — which Bluemel 
said were given to merely 
keep them alive — she said 
women secretly created 
makeshift shakers. She said 
they would sneak off in the 
woods and sing.

The shakers that Blue-
mel brought to show Chau-
tauquans, she said, are a 
nod to these women. Her 
shakers contain river rocks 
from many homelands’ wa-
ters. She shook them and 
said, “They say you hear that 
sound before you are born.”

She said because “you 
can’t carry your mother,” the 

river rocks in a shaker are a 
means of carrying Mother 
Earth. She said going into 
the veins of the Earth — wa-
ter — and pulling up rocks 
allows one to carry the 
sounds of Mother Earth in a 
way that aligns with ancient 
peoples’ circular view of hu-
man existence.

“That’s the story of the 
stomp dance, and we still 
practice it today.” She said — 
just as it has always been — 
Indigenous people practice 
it as a form of prayer and a 
way to get together and cel-
ebrate who people are, what 
they believe and where they 
came from.

“I believe that’s import-
ant for all of us these days to 
understand who we are and 
celebrate it. And I encourage 
each of you to find that in 
your own life and explore it,” 
Bluemel said.
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L E C T U R E

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. be-
gan Wednesday’s morn-
ing lecture by flipping the 
script of his acclaimed 
PBS series, “Finding Your 
Roots.” Instead of sitting 
across the table from ce-
lebrities and informing 
them about their ancestry, 
Gates stood at the podium 
and shared his fascination 
with genealogy by tracing 
his own genetic history.

“It all started the day I 
met this lady,” Gates said 
before projecting a faded 
portrait onto the screen. 
“This is Jane Gates, who 
is my great-great-grand-
mother. She was born in 
1819, she died in 1888. Obvi-
ously, I didn’t meet her lit-
erally, but it’s the day I first 
saw that photograph, and I 
remember the day exactly, 
because it was the day we 
buried … my father’s father.” 

Gates continued pre-
senting photos of his rela-
tives, including pictures of 
his father and six uncles. 
He explained that he comes 
from a family of Black in-
dividuals who inexplicably 
“looked white and could 
have passed for white,” es-
pecially his grandfather. 

After the funeral, Gates’ 
father took him and his 
brother to his grandparents’ 
house, which Jane Gates 
bought in 1870. Gates said he 
watched as his father rifled 
through numerous scrap-
books in his late grandfa-
ther’s armoire.

“After he had gone through 
about the sixth scrapbook, 
he found [what he was look-
ing for],” Gates said. “It says, 
‘Died this day in Cumberland, 
Maryland, Aunt Jane Gates, 
an estimable colored woman,’ 
and he read it to us and had us 
look at it, and then he pulled 
this photograph out between 
the leaves of the scrapbook, 
and he said, ‘This is the oldest 
Gates. She was born a slave. 
She was a midwife … I never 
want you to forget her name, 
and I never want you to forget 
her face.’ ” 

Gates dedicated himself 

to this promise almost im-
mediately. The next day, he 
asked his father to buy him 
a composition book and pro-
ceeded to interview his par-
ents about their family tree. 

“I wanted to know how I 
could possibly be descend-
ed from a man who looked 
so white we called him 
Casper behind his back, and 
how my great-great-grand-
mother could have been 
something called a slave 
and a midwife with those 
features,” Gates said. 

However, his interviews 
proved fruitless; Jane Gates 
had died without telling her 
children anything about the 
identity of their father, other 
than the fact that he was a 
white man. 

“Cut to the year 1977,” 
Gates said. “What’s the big-
gest thing in the history of 
TV? ‘Roots.’ … I wanted to 
be like Alex Haley, trace my 
family back deep into the 
abyss of slavery, and then 
when the paper trail ran out, 
I wanted to reverse the mid-
dle passage and see what 
tribe or ethnic group from 
which I had descended in 
West Africa, but only Alex 
Haley could do that.”

About two decades lat-
er, Gates received a letter 
from a geneticist at How-
ard University, saying they 
had discovered a way to 
scientifically verify geneal-
ogy, and the geneticist was 
interested in testing the 
genetics of African Ameri-
can men. Given his lifelong 
fascination with his fami-
ly tree, Gates agreed, and 
within a few months, he 
was given some answers. 

“He said, ‘You are the only 
African American we’ve ever 
tested who descends from 
the Nubian people,” Gates 
said. “Now, all African Amer-
icans want to be descen-
dants of the Nubian people 
… They were the Black pha-
raohs of the Nile.” 

Although Gates joked that 
the idea of being a Nubian 
prince aligned with his own 
self-image, he was still un-
clear about the multiple fac-
ets of his heritage. 

“All of this is swirling in 
my subconscious, and … I get 
up in the middle of the night 
to go to the bathroom in the 
year 2000,” Gates said. “I’m 
standing in the bathroom, 
and like a bolt of lightning out 
of the sky, I was hit with an 
epiphany … I realized I could 
get eight prominent African 
Americans, and I could trace 
their genealogy back into the 
depth of slavery when the pa-
per trail disappears, and then 
… I could do their DNA, see 
what tribe or ethnic group 
they were from in Africa and I 
could create a PBS series.”

Gates immediately 

started calling his connec-
tions and eventually got 
Oprah Winfrey to sign on 
to the pilot season of “Afri-
can American Lives.” Oth-
er names quickly fell into 
place behind her, includ-
ing Quincy Jones, Whoopi 
Goldberg, Chris Tucker and 
others. “African American 
Lives 2” featured names 
like Morgan Freeman, Chris 
Rock and Tina Turner, but 
the network requested a 
change in structure for the 
next season. 

“They said, ‘This is too 
good for Black people, you’ve 
got to let white people in 

on this,’ ” Gates said. “... I 
said, ‘OK, but then if you do 
white people, you’ve got to 
do Asian people and you’ve 
got to do Black people, and 
white people come in kinds.” 

With that idea, “Faces of 
America” launched in 2009, 
featuring Stephen Colbert, 
Malcolm Gladwell, Yo-Yo 
Ma and nine others. The 
show evolved into “Finding 
Your Roots,” which has gar-
nered 3.6 million viewers 
and is premiering its 13th 
season in January. 

“People ask me all the time 
why I think ‘Finding Roots’ 
is so popular,” Gates said. “… 

It’s because each episode 
has two subliminal messag-
es. The first is that America 
is a nation of immigrants … 
My African ancestors didn’t 
come here willingly, but they 
came here from elsewhere. 
They were unwilling immi-
grants, and even our Native 
American sisters and broth-
ers, their ancestors migrated 
over the Bering Strait 15,000 
years ago. The other is that … 
despite our apparent pheno-
typical, physical differences, 
at the level of the genome we 
are 99.99% the same. Ameri-
ca needs to hear that message 
more urgently than ever.”

Gates, Jr. shares history of ‘Finding Your Roots,’ importance of ancestral connection

Bluemel tells ancient stories of Mound Builders written in stars of human life, death

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of the Hutchins Center for African & African American 
Research at Harvard University, speaks about his personal search for his family history and the advent of the PBS television series “Finding 
Your Roots” Wednesday in the Amphitheater.

From left, Joey Bonifacio, Corinne Hatcher and Marcelle Lawas give 
a standing ovation as Gates concludes his lecture.

GUINEVERE MACLOWRY / MULTIMEDIA JOURNALIST
Chickasaw storyteller Amy Bruton Bluemel discusses what ancient people believed to be the origin of 
humanity and the journey of the soul beyond life on Earth Wednesday in the Hall of Philosophy. 
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As a historian and re-
searcher who studies the 
doctrines, teachings, in-
stitutional histories and 
biographies of Buddhist 
leaders, Tanabe is familiar 
with Obon at both aca-
demic and “popular” levels. 
Through his activity with 
churches and temples, he 
said he has also observed 
Buddhism’s broader appli-
cability and relevance.

Many religions believe 
that people go to anoth-
er place when they die, 
and in Buddhism, he ex-
plained, “there is a sense 
that the people who have 
passed away — the souls 
of the dead — are still 
alive, but they’re not dis-
embodied souls.”

He said Buddhist teach-
ings think of the dead as 
still having their bodies: 
“Grandpa is still grandpa, 
and he still has his favorite 
food and his favorite beer 
and his favorite cigarettes.”

Tanabe said the draw to 
the tradition is not surpris-
ing to him, partly because 
“the belief is as much a hu-
man sentiment as it is a re-
ligious teaching.”

At the same time, Ta-
nabe said “Temple Bud-
dhism” is losing popular-
ity more broadly. “On the 
one hand, temples are 
dying, but interest in the 
teachings and the values 
of Buddhism are rising,” 
he said.

Tanabe obtained a Mas-
ter’s of Divinity degree 
from Union Theological 

Seminary in New York. He 
said his specialty shifted 
from the New Testament 
to Buddhism during his 
Ph.D. Applying this schol-
arly background to cur-
rent practice, he said his 
nonprofit work in Hawaii 
has a long tradition of in-
terfaith activity, such as 
hosting Buddhist-Chris-
tian dialogues.

Tanabe said his lecture 
will aim to offer an under-
standing of death in the 
Buddhist context, but also 
a broader application to 
other religious traditions 
and ordinary human feel-
ings. He said he recog-
nized that people view the 
traditions he will speak 
about as different from 
their own, but he hopes 
his lecture will help the 
audience understand how 
they might apply them to 
their lives.

He noted that there will 
be multiple opportuni-
ties for people to partici-
pate in Obon at Chautau-
qua throughout the week. 
Following his lecture, a 
workshop will take place 
at 4 p.m. today in Carnah-
an-Jackson Dance Studios, 
led by Head Bon Odori In-
structor at the San Jose 
Buddhist Church Betsuin 
Adrienne Iwanaga.

Tanabe will also offer re-
marks during Chautauqua’s 
Obon celebration at 3 p.m. 
Sunday on Bestor Plaza.

“Nothing can be more 
common than death. And 
so [the Bon Dance] is just 
one way of dealing with 
it,” Tanabe said.

TANABE
FROM PAGE 1

For the masterclass, Gore-
lick will be joined by Phil 
Lerman, a journalist and 
25-year Chautauquan. Le-
rman is also the co-author 
of Gorelick’s memoir, Life in 
the Key of G, and will con-
verse with him about the 
process of writing the book 
and the lessons they both 
took away from it. In ad-
dition to the performance, 
Gorelick said he looks for-
ward to joining Lerman in 
Lenna Hall after spending 
years collaborating to put 
the story of Gorelick’s life 
into words. 

“He has really good in-
stincts and it was easy 
for me to trust him when 
we discussed topics that 
weren’t so straightforward 
about how to share them 
on paper,” Gorelick said. 
“What a great experience 
for me, and I look forward 
to a really fun and informa-
tive back-and-forth in per-
son when we talk to each 
other at the Institution.” 

Deborah Sunya Moore, 
chief program officer and 
senior vice president, said 
the opportunity to hear from 
Gorelick in multiple settings 
is unique to Chautauqua.

 “We at Chautauqua cel-
ebrate all different types 
of programs, but two of 

our biggest platforms are 
the performing arts and 
the literary arts,” Moore 
said. “… What other com-
munity could put Kenny G 
on stage and have a con-
versation with literally the 
man that wrote the book 
with him, who’s a commu-
nity member? That is an 
only-at-Chautauqua ex-
perience for people to not 
just hear about the pro-
cess of the book, but hear 
Phil interview Kenny about 
his life, because he already 
knows it so intimately well.” 

During the Masterclass, 
the pair plans to discuss 
themes of the memoir and 
the journey Gorelick took 
to achieve his current posi-
tion in the music industry.

“He is one of the most 
criticized musicians ever, 

but what people don’t know 
is he’s also one of the hap-
piest guys you’ll ever meet,” 
Lerman said. “How do you 
learn to absorb criticism? 
To be okay with it, to joke 
about it and to not let it 
make you bitter is a lesson 
that we all can learn from.”

One of the things Lerman 
hopes to emphasize in their 
discussion is Gorelick’s in-
tense practice regimen that 
he still maintains, despite 
having spent over half a cen-
tury with his instrument. 

“He still practices three 
hours a day, every day,” Le-
rman said. “Understanding 
his process and the tech-
nical proficiency he has 
achieved, and understand-
ing why after all these 
years he’s still practicing 
like that, gives you a sense 
of the story behind the sto-
ry of what you’re seeing on 
the stage.” 

Lerman hopes Chau-
tauquans are pleasantly 
surprised by the concert’s 
content and advised that 
attending the Masterclass 
might give prospective au-
dience members an inside 
look into how Gorelick cu-
rates his setlist. 

“People are surprised 
when they come to his 
concert because you ex-
pect the smooth jazz,” Le-
rman said. “You don’t ex-
pect the incredible funk 
you’re going to hear, and 
you don’t expect the Stan 
Getz, John Coltrane, Miles 
Davis jazz you’re going to 
hear. They’re always a little 
surprised by that. Under-
standing where that comes 
from with him and his his-
tory with jazz … enriches 
your experience when you 
get there.”

Whether or not Chau-
tauquans choose to attend 
the afternoon discussion 
between Gorelick and Le-
rman, the former is confi-
dent the performance will 
be worth attending.  

“I never phone it in,” 
Gorelick said. “It’s always 
me trying my best to play 
my best. This doesn’t mean 
that I don’t have fun. It’s 
just the opposite. I practice 
and prepare very diligently, 
and then I let it all go and 
play with my heart. I am 
really lucky in the fact that 
people have responded so 
positively to my particular 
style of playing.”

In the Office of the Surgeon 
General’s 2023 report “Our 
Epidemic of Loneliness and 
Isolation: The U.S. Surgeon 
General’s Advisory on the 
Healing Effects of Social 
Connection and Commu-
nity,” Murthy spoke on this 
concern in the opening letter 
from the surgeon general. 

“Loneliness is far more 
than just a bad feeling — it 
harms both individual and 
societal health. It is asso-
ciated with a greater risk 
of cardiovascular disease, 
dementia, stroke, depres-
sion, anxiety, and prema-
ture death,” Murthy said in 
the report. “The mortali-
ty impact of being socially 
disconnected is similar to 
that caused by smoking up 
to 15 cigarettes a day, and 
even greater than that as-
sociated with obesity and 
physical inactivity.”

Murthy spoke to The 
Guardian about the quali-
ties of healthy interactions. 
On social media, respect-
ful dialogues have subsid-
ed, and without any proper 
means for people to learn 

from one another, isola-
tion and resentment have 
taken their place. While 
social media rewards at-
tention-grabbing and often 
vitriolic expression, Mur-
thy said he wants others 
to approach conversations 
with a willingness to learn. 

“What we need instead 
is to focus on high-quali-
ty interactions, where we 
approach engagement with 
one another with a funda-
mental sense of respect,” 
Murthy said to The Guard-
ian. “We need to recog-

nize that we may not have 
the same point of view as 
somebody else, we may not 
see the world in the same 
way or have the same life 
experiences, but every per-
son is deserving of respect 
as a human being; that’s the 
one essential premise.”

The Together Project, 
led by Murthy and estab-
lished in 2025, is a non-
profit project centered on 
building and promoting 
community in the U.S. as 
an essential aspect of hu-
man wellness. Through this 

initiative, Murthy launched 
“Staying Human,” a Sub-
stack newsletter and pod-
cast exploring human well-
ness through connection.

The decline of commu-
nity-based living is part-
nered with the rise of tech-
nology, such as artificial 
intelligence supplementing 
human interaction, Murthy 
said in an interview with 
WBUR in May 2026. Murthy 
proposed to “re-anchor in 
human connection.” While 
this may include large-
scale systematic develop-
ments, he explained the 
day-to-day measures to in-
cite change. 
“So, taking five minutes 

a day to reach out to some-
one you care about; ensur-
ing that you do one thing 
to help someone each day; 
creating tech-free zones in 
your day …,” Murthy said 
to WBUR. “... But you’re fo-
cused on something else, 
whether that’s talking to 
a human being, reading a 
book. Just spending time 
in solitude, reflecting, can 
be very powerful in a world 
where we’re constantly en-
gaged with the digital envi-
ronment around us.”

MURTHY
FROM PAGE 1

KENNY G
FROM PAGE 1

It’s always me trying my best to play my best. This 
doesn’t mean that I don’t have fun. It’s just the 
opposite. I practice and prepare very diligently, and 
then I let it all go and play with my heart. I am really 
lucky in the fact that people have responded so 
positively to my particular style of playing.”

— KENNY G
Saxophonist

What we need instead is to focus on high-quality 
interactions, where we approach engagement with 
one another with a fundamental sense of respect. 
We need to recognize that we may not have the 
same point of view as somebody else, we may not 
see the world in the same way or have the same life 
experiences, but every person is deserving of respect 
as a human being; that’s the one essential premise.”

— VIVEK MURTHY
Former Surgeon General of the United States

SHARE  YOUR  FEEDBACK  ON 
THE  CHAUTAUQUAN  DAILY

Scan the QR code 
below and let us 
know how The 
Chautauquan Daily is 
doing! Your input will 
help inform decisions 
made for the 2027 
Chautauqua Summer 
Season and beyond.
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Baptist House
The Rev. Steve Booth, 
Ph.D., chaplain, presents 
“Gathered for Good: Find-
ing Connection Through 
Shared Stories.” Guided by 
Hebrews 10:24–25, “let us 
consider how to provoke 
one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encour-
aging one another,” we will 
explore how gathering with 
others shapes our identity, 
strengthens our communi-
ties and inspires us to live 
with greater purpose at 7 
p.m. tonight at the Baptist 
House (35 Clark).

Blessing and Healing 
Service
The service of Blessing and 
Healing, sponsored by the 
Department of Religion, 
takes place from 10:15 a.m. 
to 10:40 a.m. weekdays in 
the UCC Randell Chapel 
Headquarters located on 
Odland Plaza. 

Catholic House
Join us for Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
at Hurlbut Church. Our 
twice-a-week Seminar Se-
ries is held from 12:45 to 
1:45 p.m. in the Methodist 
House Chapel. On Thurs-

day, the Rev. Bob Fambri-
ni, S.J., will present “Saint 
Ignatius and the Discern-
ment of Spirits.” On Friday, 
Lisa Lickona, STL, assistant 
professor of systematic 
theology at Saint Bernard’s 
School of Theology and 
Ministry and retreat leader, 
will speak on “Servant of 
God Catherine Doherty: A 
Chautauqua Sensation.” 

The final Catholic Mass 
closing the Summer Season 
will be at 5 p.m. Saturday in 
the Hall of Philosophy.

Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program
David Gluck will lead Hindu 
Meditation sessions from 
7:45 to 8:30 a.m. Monday 
through Friday in the low-
er-level chapel of the Pres-
byterian House. 

Chautauqua Prays for 
Peace Through Compassion
Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
Through Compassion is a 
communal gathering that 
takes place from 8:55 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. weekdays around 
the Peace Pole in the Hall of 
Missions Grove. The all-faith 
prayer is led by a different de-
nomination each week, and 
prayer handouts are distrib-
uted daily. All are welcome.

Christian Science House
All are welcome to use our 
Study Room 24/7 as a place 
of quiet study and prayer. 
You may study this week’s 
Bible lesson ‘Christ Jesus,” 
read Christian Science pe-
riodicals, including The 
Christian Science Monitor, 
and use our computer-based 
church resources.

Hebrew Congregation
From 5 to 6 p.m. Friday, the 
Hebrew Congregation will 
celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat: 
“Welcoming the Shabbat” in 
Miller Park (rain location: 
Smith Wilkes Hall). If the 
weather is questionable, call 
716-SHABBAT (716-742-2228) 
for the service location. 
Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein of 
Congregation Shir Shalom 
in Buffalo and Cantor Ju-
lie Newman, founder of the 
Tiferet Project, will lead the 
service. Immediately follow-

ing the service, from 6 to 7:15 
p.m., everyone is invited to 
Shabbat’zza, a post-service 
pizza picnic. We provide the 
pizza; please bring your own 
beverage and a side dish or 
dessert to share.

From 9:30 to 10:25 a.m. 
Saturday, join us for Torah 
study: Today’s Torah for To-
day’s Times in the lower lev-
el of Hurlbut Church. From 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m., Lazarus-
Klein and Newman will lead 
Shabbat Morning Services in 
the Hurlbut Church Sanctu-
ary. A Kiddush luncheon will 
follow the service. Please 
enter on Scott Avenue. 

Presbyterian House
All Chautauquans are in-
vited for coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate and lemonade in 
between morning worship 
and the 10:45 a.m. lecture 
each weekday morning on 
the porch.

The Rev. Ruth Smalt leads 
responsive Taizé music with a 
brief homily and prayer at Ves-
pers from 7 to 7:45 p.m. in the 
Presbyterian House Chapel.

Labyrinth
The Labyrinth is available 
throughout the week to all 
Chautauquans and friends. 
It is located next to Turner 
Community Center, and is ac-
cessible through the Turner 
building or parking lot. The 
Labyrinth is on the right un-
der the trees. If arriving via 
Route 394, bus and tram ser-
vices are available to Turner. 
Remember your gate pass.

Lutheran House
The Rev. Tim Smith pre-
sides at 7 p.m. Vespers to-
day at the Lutheran House. 
Dan Dauner of Northfield, 
Minnesota, will provide pi-
ano accompaniment.

Quaker House
Join us for a “BYO Lunch: A 
Quaker’s Perspective on the 
Theme of the Week” to hear 
Francisco Burgos, Executive 
Director, Pendle Hill, Friend 
of the Week (Chaplain) 
share connections between 
the theme and Quakerism 
at 12:30 p.m. at the Quaker 
House (28 Ames). 

Chautauquans are invited 
to participate in recreating 
the installation “Mourning 
Nap” with a ritual bearing wit-
ness to gun violence in the 
United States at 12:30 p.m. Fri-
day at the Quaker House.

Unity of Chautauqua
Unity holds a weekday 
morning Daily Word med-
itation from 8 to 8:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday in 
the Hall of Missions.

Unity of Chautauqua wel-
comes the Rev. Barbara Wil-
liams, who will lead the 9:30 
a.m. Sunday Celebration ser-
vice in the Hall of Missions. 
Her message: “The Receptive 
Heart — Cultivating the Inner 
Soil.” Jesus was a master sto-
ryteller. In the Parable of the 
Sower, he talks about a farm-
er scattering seeds — some 
fall on the path, some on 
rocky ground, some among 
thorns and some in good soil. 
Now, in Unity, we see “seeds” 
as Divine Ideas — truth from 
Spirit — and the “soil” as our 
consciousness. The question 
is: What kind of soil am I of-
fering Spirit today?

Williams retired as the 
senior minister of Unity of 
Port Richey, Florida. She is 
delighted to facilitate Uni-
ty of Chautauqua’s summer 
program. For details, visit 
unitychq.org.

When wholeness comes, we will know fierce love of exhausted God, says Boyle

MORNING WORSHIP
COLUMN BY MARY LEE TALBOT

INTERFAITH NEWS
COMPILED BY STAFF

DAVE MUNCH / INTERIM MANAGING EDITOR
Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., delivers his sermon “Fill the Earth with Mercy” Sunday in the Amphitheater. 

The Scripture reading for the morning was 1 Corin-
thians 13:4–13. “You may have noticed that I picked 
this reading, but I only want one sentence, but you 

have to hear it all. Love is patient, love is kind, love is blah 
blah blah. You’ve heard this at every single wedding you’ve 
ever been to. And as soon as you get to that third love is, 
you travel elsewhere. You go, ‘Did I move my clothes from 
the washer to the dryer?’” Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J., said.

Boyle preached at the 9:15 a.m. Wednesday morning 
worship service in the Amphitheater. His sermon title was 
“The Infinite Moment When Everything Happens.” 

The sentence Boyle wanted was 1 Corinthians 13:9: 
“For we know in part, and we prophesy in part, but when 
completeness comes, the partial disappears.” Boyle said, 
“We need the whole thing. We are walking each other 
home to wholeness. Sometimes it (the text) says per-
fection, but that causes a lot of difficulty for us. Not be 
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect, (be) whole, 
that is the goal.”

He continued, “(We are) walking each other home 
together in this community of belonging, to wholeness, 
because when the wholeness comes, the partial disappears. 
We have settled for the partial God; we have to hold out for 
more. Wholeness is the goal, not perfection.”

Boyle was at Juvenile Hall in San Fernando, California, 
to do Mass for about 300 young people. He closed his eyes 
to listen to the Scripture readings. The first one, from the 
Hebrew Bible, was read well. The second one, a responsori-
al psalm, got his attention. The young man got up and read 
“The Lord is exhausted.” Boyle said he thought this was 
way better than “The Lord is exalted.” 

He told the congregation, “Instantly, we are connect-
ing to the wholeness of exhaustion, of the self donation of 
generosity. Yes, that’s the God we have, the exhausted God 
is who we would want to be if we were God.”

Boyle continued, “This God is generous and is self-giv-
ing; we want to somehow totally surrender to that God and 
to our own unshakable beauty, which is how he sees us. We 
shall become a mighty kindness in the force in the world. 
We aligned the compass of our hearts to the energies of 
our exhausted God. We surrender to that magnetic pole 
of the God who never stops cherishing us. Behold the one 
beholding you and smiling.”

About ten years ago, Boyle went to Sacramento with 
Robert, who is at Chautauqua this week, and another 
Homeboy named Carlos. Carlos was called “Chamuco,” 
which means devil, because he had devil’s horns tattooed 

on his forehead.
On the shuttle bus to the rental car office, Boyle and 

Robert sat across from each other in the middle while 
Chamuco went to the very back of the bus and sat in the 
middle of the seats. The bus got more and more crowded 
until the only seats were beside Chamuco. People gingerly 
sat on either side of him.

Suddenly, the bus stopped and the driver could not get it 
started. She called the office and told them she was doing 
what she could, but the engine did not start. From the 
silence came a voice, “I saw this in a movie once. It does not 
end well,” Chamuco said. The whole bus burst into laughter.

Boyle said, “This was the Sunday after the Tuesday of 
the 2016 election. Perhaps half the bus voted one way and 
the other half voted the other, but God was brought to us 
by Satan in the back row.”

He urged the congregation not to settle for our tribe and 
to instead hold out for the village, God’s village, a commu-
nity of kinship that God might recognize. “We settled for 
the description of the place and not the place itself; hold 
out for the place itself. Jesus doesn’t say, ‘I am the light of 
the world,’ he says you are. So we want to be a light that 
people can see by so folks can be seized by a fierce love 
that brings us back to the entrance of our hearts.”

Boyle concluded his sermon with the story of Danny. At 
age 13, Danny told Boyle he would never set foot in Home-
boy Industries. He had a gun that he showed Boyle and 
spent years getting into trouble until he ended up in prison 
at age 18. 

When Danny got out of prison, he took over the 
hospice care of his mother, who was dying of pancreat-
ic cancer. Although she had been torturous to him, he 
treated her with kindness and love. A week after Boyle 
buried her, Danny came to Homeboy and found his true 

self “so he could work with other gang members and 
laugh from the stomach.” 

One day, Danny came into Boyle’s office and said, “What 
happened to me last night has never happened to me 
before,” and he told Boyle about his journey home. He had 
gotten on the train and got a seat. There was a man who 
was drunk, holding on to a pole. He had a gang tattoo on 
his hand, but he was older than Danny. Danny was wearing 
a shirt that said “Homeboy Industries — Jobs not Jails.”

The man asked Danny if he worked there and he said 
yes. The man asked if it was any good. Danny said, “It 
helped me not to go back to prison.” Then Danny fished 
a piece of paper out of his pocket and wrote down the 
address. He told the man, “Call us, come see us, we will 
help you.” The man thanked him and left the train.

Danny said to Boyle, “I couldn’t believe I knew the ad-
dress by heart. But what happened that has never hap-
pened before: I looked around and people were staring at 
me, nodding at me. For the first time, I felt admired.”

Boyle said, “And everyone on the train stopped settling 
for a tribe and held out for a village. Everyone on the train 
didn’t settle for partial piety; they held out for holiness and 
completeness. Everyone on the train chose to be a light 
that people can see by.”

He continued, “The exhausted God is rooting for us to 
become reservoirs of joy for each other. Then we can cease 
to argue with an existing model and just decide to fashion a 
new one, the place itself. We surrender to the arms of God 
and become a mighty kindness and create a counterbal-
ancing act of tenderness that is atmospheric, a world we’ve 
never seen before, in kinship, in God’s village, the place 
where hope itself flourishes. All of you know the fierce love 
of our exhausted God, for all of you are a light that people 
can see by.”

Robert Wilson-Black, director of the Department of Re-
ligion, presided. Long-time Chautauquan Allison Marthi-
son read the Scripture. Sonya Subbayya Sutton, interim 
director of Sacred Music, played “Aria on a Chaconne” by 
Joel Martinson for the prelude on the Massey Memorial 
Organ. The Motet Choir, under Sutton’s direction, sang a 
cappella, “Down to the River to Pray,” a traditional Amer-
ican folk hymn arranged by Sheldon Curry. The postlude, 
played by Sutton on the Massey Organ, was “Concerto, 
Op. 4, No. 5: Presto,” by George Frideric Handel. Support 
for this week’s chaplaincy and preaching is provided by 
The Lois Raynow Department of Religion Fund and The 
Daney-Holden Chaplaincy Fund.
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The Eleanor B. Daugherty 
Fund generously supports 
George Tanabe’s lecture 
at 2 p.m. today in the Hall 
of Philosophy.

Eleanor B. Daugherty, 
a longtime Chautauquan 
and retired music teacher 
from Buffalo, New York, 
created a lasting legacy 
through her generosity to 
the Institution. Her be-
quest provided support for 
both the piano and religion 
departments, reflecting 
her appreciation for the 
ways music and faith can 

enrich individual lives and 
strengthen community.

Daugherty’s connec-
tion to Chautauqua con-
tinues through the Elea-
nor B. Daugherty Society, 
established to recognize 
those who advance the In-
stitution’s mission through 
planned gifts. Through 
charitable bequests, life-in-
come gifts and trusts, 
members of the Society 
help ensure that Chautau-
qua’s programs and tradi-
tions remain strong for fu-
ture generations.

The Richard Newman 
Campen “Chautauqua Im-
pressions” Fund generously 
supports Dr. Vivek Murthy’s 
lecture at 10:45 a.m. today in 
the Amphitheater.

The Campen Fund, es-
tablished in 1997 by family 
and friends of Richard New-
man Campen, honors a man 
whose lifelong curiosity and 
appreciation for the arts, ar-
chitecture and public spaces 
deeply shaped his work.

A Cleveland native and 
1934 graduate of Dartmouth 
College, Campen began his 
career as a chemist before 
dedicating the latter part of 
his life to the study and ap-
preciation of architecture 
and sculpture. He authored 
more than a dozen books 
on architecture and travel, 
many illustrated with his 
own photography.

Campen’s passion for 
sharing knowledge extend-
ed beyond his writing. In 
the 1960s, he transformed 
his interest in photography 
into Educational Art Trans-
parencies, creating a collec-

tion of slides that were used 
by colleges and universi-
ties for courses in architec-
tural appreciation. He also 
co-founded the Cleveland 
Chapter of the Society of Ar-
chitectural Historians with 
Chautauquan and architect 
Bob Gaede.

Campen’s connection to 
Chautauqua was particularly 
meaningful. His 1984 book, 
Chautauqua Impressions, ex-
plored hundreds of buildings 
throughout the Institution. 
Five printings totaling 12,500 
copies sold out, establishing 
the book as a beloved re-
source and local classic.

Through the Richard New-
man Campen “Chautauqua 
Impressions” Fund, Campen’s 
legacy of curiosity, learn-
ing and appreciation for the 
built environment contin-
ues to support Chautauqua 
programming. His generosi-
ty helps bring distinguished 
voices to the Amphitheater, 
creating opportunities for 
audiences to explore ideas 
and perspectives that enrich 
the Chautauqua experience.

Daugherty Fund provides 
support for Tanabe’s lecture

Campen supports Murthy

ESTATE SALE
Fri., August 28 & Sat., August 29 

9:00 - 2:00
J

traveler. Items from Europe and the Caribbean.

Mostly vintage items including: Outdoor cast iron furniture 
and large yard planters, strings of sleigh bells, broad axes, 
large copper kettle, brass cash register, 1800's muzzle loader, 

and seashell collection, vintage brass, copper, silver and 
pewter items, 1837 sled, Masonic sword, German beer stein, 
Lab dog items, sailing pieces, large ceramic decorative items, 
sets of hand blown and hand cut Toscany sailing ship 
glassware made in Romania, Hollywood wheat table in  
antiqued gold metal leaf on iron, 12 antique European alter 
style gilt metal candelabras, 2 Gone With the Wind lamps, 2 
pair of marble tables, set of plank bottom chairs, 2 barrel 
chairs, a pair of wing back chairs, dining set, 2 china cabinets, 
John boat, extension ladders, stairlift, tools, and much more.
This is a jewel of a sale with all items in excellent condition.

Roger Gloss Sales – (716) 934-4368

TO ADVERTISE: 716-357-6206

ESTATE SALE FOR RENT

20 North Water Street, Westfield Fri August 28 & Sat August 29 9:00 
am to Noon John Kutz Estate - longtime Westfield landscaper and 
world traveler. Items from Europe and the Caribbean. Mostly vintage 
items including: Outdoor cast iron furniture and large yard planters, 
strings of sleigh bells, broad axes, large copper kettle, brass cash 
register, 1800’s muzzle loader, fishing and hunting items, local items, 
framed pictures, bottle and seashell collection, vintage brass, copper, 
silver and pewter items, 1837 sled, Masonic sword, German beer 
stein, lab dog items, sailing pieces, large ceramic decorative items, 
sets of hand blown and hand cut Tuscany sailing ship glassware made 
in Romania, Hollywood wheat table in an antiques gold metal leaf on 
iron, 12 antique European alter style gilt metal candelabras, 2 Gone 
With the Wind lamps, 2 pair of marble tables, set of plank bottom 
chairs, 2 barrel chairs, a pair of wing back chairs, dining set, 2 china 
cabinets, Johnboat, extension ladders, stairlift, tools, and much more. 
This is a jewel of a sale with all items in excellent condition. Roger 
Gloss Sales - (716) 934-4368

2027 Week 8 (8/14/27-8/21/27) 
and/or  (Week 9  (8 /21 /27-
8/28/27) St.Elmo Week 8 and/or 
Week 9. First Floor studio apart-
ment. Beautiful private porch. 
Brand new bath with walk-in 
shower. A perfect comfortable 
home away from home. Best 
l oca t i on  on  t he  g rounds ! 
Possibility to extend to Labor 
Day. Call or text Marc for details: 
(908) 385-1299

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Want to subscribe? Visit 
our website to view rates 
and call to get set up. 
The Daily can be mailed 
anywhere in the country.
chqdaily.com/subscribe
716-357-6235

CWGA DONATES TO WOMEN’S GIVING CIRCLE

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Chautauqua Women’s Golf Association presents a check in the amount of $5,583 to Jane Becker from the Women’s Giving Circle of 
Chautauqua County.  The money was raised through sponsorships, a bake sale and a giving circle during the organization’s annual Charity 
Week in July. Pictured are, from left, Jenn Flanagan, Rainy Evans, Jami Sorrento, Becker, Jennifer Delancey and Pat Jones.

A free, skill-based, 90-minute workshop 
to help create a Chautauqua where 
everyone belongs.
Select one of the following:  
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 3:30–5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9–10:30 a.m. 
Alumni Hall 
Drop-ins welcome depending on space. 

 

Learn more and register at:  

chq.org/belong 

Creating an Inclusive  
Chautauqua & Beyond:
Interrupt microaggressions effectively
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T H E  M I X

  at               &  at               &

OPEN DAILY | BOTH ENDS OF THE COLONNADE | 1 AMES AVE.

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY!

 take                
STOREWIDE       

 take                
STOREWIDE       

                      10% off10% off             10% off 
TODAYTODAY

ONLYONLY

TODAY
ONLY

With a special after-hours event from 5-7 PM!

SOPHIA ROOKSBERRY
STAFF WRITER

Each summer, Chautauqua 
Theater Company invites 
nine emerging actors to 
participate in the Acting 
Conservatory. Spanning 
recently graduated mas-
ter’s students to current 
BFA students, this sum-
mer’s cohort performed in 
everything from the world 
premiere of Best for Baby 
to the season’s New Play 
Workshops and Labs.

“It felt like a flight check 
for my professional career,” 
Brendan Kyle Lowry, a re-
cent graduate of Case West-
ern Reserve University’s 
MFA program, said. “There 
wasn’t a lot of time to write a 
full 80-page character jour-
nal and do all your special 
things you learned in move-
ment class. It was just kind 
of like, ‘OK, I’m getting this 
an hour before or the day 

before. I read it. I’ve got to 
just go with my gut and see 
if that works,’ and for me, it 
did. That was a very gratify-
ing feeling to be able to trust 
myself in that way.” 

During the course of 
the summer, Lowry acted 
in Ahoy-Hoy, ERASERS: A 
Bloodthirsty Office Comedy 
and As You Like It. With two 
of these three scripts still 
early in their development 
processes, Lowry consis-
tently faced fresh challenges 
throughout the season.  

“I haven’t worked on new 
works at all, really, until this 
summer,” Lowry said. “It’s 
caught between two worlds 
of wanting to do as much as I 
would with a normal produc-
tion, but then also trying to 
balance that with getting new 
pages or the time constraints.”

While navigating the chal-
lenges of new work develop-
ment, Lowry said he grew 

closer to the cohort of fellow 
actors who experienced the 
season alongside him. 

“I love them all,” Lowry 
said. “I think they’re one of 
my favorite cohort groups 
I’ve been a part of. We’re all 
linked forever now, and Jade 
[King Carroll] chose us in 
a way where we each had 
something unique to bring.”

Another member of the 

cohort was Mengwe Wapi-
mewah, a recent graduate 
of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill’s MFA 
program. During her time in 
the Acting Conservatory, 
Wapimewah performed in 
As You Like It and Best for 
Baby. One of her co-stars in 
the latter, Brian Owen, even 
provided Wapimewah with 
her next project at Hippo-

drome Theatre in Gaines-
ville, Florida. 

While at Chautauqua, Wa-
pimewah also presented her 
one-woman production of 
Ntozake Shange’s for colored 
girls who have considered 
suicide / when the rainbow 
is enuf as part of the late-
night programming at Roe 
Green Theater Center. 

“It was a beautiful ex-
perience,” Wapimewah 
said. “It was an honor to 
be able to tell that story 
with someone who knew 
Ntozake personally; Jade 
had a personal relationship 
with her … It was an hon-
or, and literally looking out 
and seeing my Conservato-
ry buddies … I walked back 
after [and] they all jumped 
and gave me like this gi-
gantic group hug. I was like, 
‘Oh my God, I feel so loved,’ 
and it’s a very traumatic 
show, so being carried and 

held and feeling that en-
semble nature post a solo 
show was really lovely.”

The camaraderie among 
the cohort was palpable not 
only to the Conservatory Ac-
tors themselves, but also to 
the audience of As You Like 
It, the summer’s only pre-
sentation that featured every 
member of the Conservatory. 

“Every time someone 
would come up to us af-
ter the show, they’d be like, 
‘Y’all are just so in love with 
each other,’” Wapimewah 
said. “They would watch us 
watching each other, and 
we were having the time of 
our lives. I played Rosalind 
in that show, and I would 
forget that I was in the show 
because I was just watching 
people slay, but I think that 
encapsulates our relation-
ship perfectly. We all love 
each other and respect each 
other so much.”

NORA SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Although younger Chau-
tauquans might not always 
have the same vocabulary 
as members of the Chautau-
qua Literary and Scientific 
Circle to describe their re-
lationship with reading, one 
thing is for certain: Reading 
makes them ecstatic.

Nearing the end of the 
2026 Summer Season, the 
Young Readers Program 
awards young Chautau-
quans who’ve read at least 
16 books on the Young 
Readers’ historic book list 
an honorable medallion and 
certificate for their ded-
ication. Michael I. Rudell 
Director of Literary Arts 
Stephine Hunt said the pro-
gram serves the same pur-
pose as the adults’ reading 
list and celebrates reading.

“It’s so that any reader at 
any age can find some form 
of encouragement to con-
tinue picking up books and 
finding some enjoyment in 
that,” Hunt said.

Siblings 10-year-old Syl-
via Ray and 12-year-old Elias 
Ray earned the medallion 
this Summer Season, and 
both said growing up in a 
family that doesn’t watch 

much television or play 
many video games leaves 
more time for reading. 

“Reading takes me away 
from my personal troubles,” 
Sylvia said. “It brings me to a 
new world, and I love getting 
lost in the story.”

Sylvia said she most en-
joyed Scary Stories for 
Young Foxes, The Girl Who 
Drank the Moon and Behind 
Rebel Lines: The Incredible 
Story of Emma Edmonds, 
Civil War Spy from the his-
toric book list.

“[Receiving the medal-
lion] felt very accomplished, 
and I liked having a goal to 
work toward,” Sylvia said. “I 
do have a list of books I want 
to read, and I’m also trying 
to complete a second Chau-
tauqua reader list.” 

Elias said he most enjoyed 
reading Where the Moun-
tain Meets the Moon, Scary 
Stories for Young Foxes and 
Squire: A Graphic Novel from 
the book list. 

“I love reading,” Elias 
said. “It makes me feel hap-
py, and I really get invested 
in the story.” 

Elias said receiving the 
medallion was “cool,” and he 
hopes to finish all 12 books 
in the How to Train Your 

Dragon series by the end of 
the summer.

Another medallion 
awardee, 7-year-old Petra 
Evans, said reading makes 
her happy and her personal 
favorite off the historic book 
list was Charlotte’s Web. 

“[Charlotte’s Web] was 
about a pig at a farm, and 
it didn’t have a friend, and 
then a spider popped out, 
and they were going to eat 
the pig, but the spider wove 
a web, and they didn’t eat it,” 
Petra said. She added that 
she enjoys reading books 
about animals and can also 
recite a poem from Shel Sil-
verstein’s Where the Side-
walk Ends. 

Petra elaborated, say-
ing receiving the medallion 
made her happy, while her 
mom, Christin Evans, said she 
bought her daughter flowers 
and had a picnic in front of 
Alumni Hall to celebrate.

“We are all CLSC mem-
bers, and it’s cool to see, 
like, Petra’s excited about it, 
and now even her younger 
brother, who’s 4, saw Petra’s 
super cool medallion and is 
now excited to potentially 
do that, too,” Christin said.

John Comeau said he 
became a member of the 

CLSC, and his 12-year-old 
daughter, Helen Comeau, 
has completed the Young 
Readers Program.

“[Helen] really enjoyed 
it as well, and she’s an avid 
reader — like, she’ll read a 
Harry Potter book in one or 
two days, and I could never 
do that,” John said.  

John said his wife home-
schools their children and 
“is really focused on read-
ing and knowledge and wis-
dom and trying to expose 
the kids to different literary 
works and trying to foster 
a love for reading, a love for 
knowledge.” He added that 
Helen and her friend will 
read books together, refer 
books to one another and 
are always in the bookstore 
or library.

“[Receiving the medallion 
will] definitely encourage 
her to read more because 
it’ll show that it’s the rec-
ognition for having done 
this program and showing 
that it’s a real achievement, 
which it is,” John Comeau 
said. “It will, hopefully, en-
courage her to go even fur-
ther and to continue reading 
and continue learning and 
be a lifelong learner.”

CTC Conservatory actors reflect on Summer Season

CLSC Young Readers Medallion celebrates, encourages lifelong reading

GABRIEL MILBY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Guest Actor Crystal Dickinson, in the role of Joyce, and CTC Conservatory Actor Mengwe 
Wapimewah, in the role of Maya, perform a scene from Chautauqua Theater Company’s Best For Baby 
July 17 in Bratton Theater.

SKYLAR SEAVEY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Guest Actors Nandita Shenoy, playing Alexander Graham Bell, and Geneva Carr, playing Elisha Gray, 
join CTC Conservatory actors Lydia Mushkatina, playing Cornelius, and Brendan Kyle Lowry, playing 
Wilbur, in a rehearsal of CTC’s New Play Workshop production of Ahoy-Hoy July 2 in Bratton Theater.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Seven-year-old Petra Evans after being awarded the Young 
Reader Medallion.

I would forget that I was in the show because I was 
just watching people slay, but I think that encapsulates 
our relationship perfectly. We all love each other and 
respect each other so much.”

— MENGWE WAPIMEWAH
Conservatory Actor,

Chautauqua Theater Company
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P R O G R A M

Th
THURSDAY
AUGUST 27

7:30	 Forest Bathing. Kate Mayberry. Meet 
at the intersection of Massey and 
Hawthorne

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medi-
tation Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. 
(Programmed by Unity of 
Chautauqua). Hall of Missions

8:00	 Mid-Week Meeting for Worship 
(Quaker). Burgeson Nature Classroom

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church.  
21 Pratt

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of Philos-
ophy Grove

9:15	 ECUMENICAL WORSHIP. Fr. Gregory 
Boyle, S.J. Amphitheater

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 Children’s Story Time. Smith 
Memorial Library

10:45	CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Vivek Murthy. Amphitheater and 
online

11:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

12:00	 Locals at the Library. Meet authors: 
Janet Crosier, Nick Smith and Chera 
Thompson. Smith Memorial Library

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Everett 
Jewish Life Center

12:30	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart Medi-
tation Program. David Gluck, Hindu 
Meditation, seminar and practice. Hall 
of Missions

12:30	 BYO Lunch: A Quaker’s Perspective 
on the Theme of the Week. Francisco 
Burgos, Friend of the Week (Chaplain). 
Quaker House. 28 Ames

12:30	 (12:30–1:30) CCA/POWR (CPOA) 
networking meeting. Open discussion 
for members to discuss issues about 
condo management or renting. 
Baptist House Meeting Room

12:30	 Masters Series Masterclass:  
A conversation with Kenny G and 
Phil Lerman. Elizabeth S. Lenna Hall

12:45	 Duplicate Bridge ACBL Sanc-
tioned. We’ll find you a partner. 
Fee. Sports Club

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. The Rev. Bob 
Fambrini, SJ, Saint Ignatius and the 
Discernment of Spirits. Methodist 
House Chapel. 14 Pratt

1:00	 Bestor Plaza Demo/Talks: Kitchen 
Knife Skills with a Sysco Chef. 
Bestor Plaza

1:00	 (1–1:30) English Lawn Bowling. 
30-minute free instruction, then opt to 
play for fee. Bowling Green

2:00	 INTERFAITH LECTURE SERIES. 
George Tanabe. Hall of Philosophy and 
online

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department 
of Religion and IDEA Office). Baptist 
House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). United 
Methodist House

3:30	 (3:30–5) Creating an Inclusive 
Chautauqua & Beyond. Skill Building 
Workshop. Registration at chq.org/
ally. Alumni Hall Prose Room

3:30	 Masters Series Culinary 
Masterclass: American Cheese 
- Not the Yellow Slices. Fee. 
Norton Hall

3:30	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mr. 
Nobody Against Putin.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

3:30	 Public Hearing: Chautauqua Insti-
tution Health Clinic Transition Plan. 
Smith Wilkes Hall

4:00	 (4–5:15) Free Bon Odori Dance 
Workshop with Reiko Iwanaga. 
Carnahan Jackson Dance Studios

4:45	 Annual Kazoo Chorale! Smith 
Memorial Library

5:00	 Premium Tasting Event. Fee. Bestor 
Plaza

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “The Chris-
tophers.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

6:15	 Chautauqua Choir rehearsal. Fletcher 
Music Hall

6:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. 
(Programmed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Disciples of 
Christ House

7:00	 Vespers. Lutheran House. 25 Peck on 
Brick Walk

7:00	 Vespers. Presbyterian House Chapel

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL.  An 
Evening with Kenny G

F
FRIDAY

AUGUST 28

6:15	 (6:15–7:15) Sunrise Paddle Hour – 
Kayak/SUP. Fee. Sign up in advance at 
716-357-6281. Sports Club Waterfront

7:00	 (7–11) Chautauqua Farmers Market. 
Massey and Miller

7:00	 (7–9) “Dawn Patrol” Round Robin 
Doubles. Chautauqua Tennis Center

7:45	 Chautauqua Mystic Heart 
Meditation Program. David Gluck, 
Hindu Meditation. Presbyterian House

7:45	 Episcopal Holy Eucharist. Chapel of 
the Good Shepherd

8:00	 Daily Word Meditation. (Pro-
grammed by Unity of Chautauqua). 
Hall of Missions

8:15	 Catholic Mass. Hurlbut Church 
Sanctuary

8:30	 Movement and Meditation with 
Monte Thompson. Hall of Philos-
ophy Grove

8:55	 Chautauqua Prays for Peace 
through Compassion. Hall of 
Philosophy Grove

9:00	 Member Coffee Hour. CWC House. 30 
South Lake

9:00	 Jack’s Nature Walk. Jack Gulvin. 
Smith Wilkes Hall Lakeside patio

9:15	 ECUMENICAL COMMUNION SER-
VICE. Hall of Philosophy

9:15	 (9:15-10:30) Free Bon Odori 
Dance Workshop with Reiko 
Iwanaga. Carnahan Jackson 
Dance Studios

10:00	 Coffee on the Porch. Presbyterian 
House

10:15	 Service of Blessing and Healing. 
UCC Randell Chapel

10:45	 CHAUTAUQUA LECTURE SERIES. 
Conor Knighton. Amphitheater and 
online

11:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

12:15	 Community Reading. Alumni Hall 
Porch

12:15	 Twelve Step Meeting. Hurlbut 
Church Marion Lawrance Room

12:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA office). Luther-
an House

12:30	 Introduction to Jumu’ah Muslim 
Prayer. Visitor introduction at 12:30	
p.m. ; service at 1:05 p.m. Hall of 
Christ Sanctuary

 

 
          

     
      

 
    

           
  

 

12:30	 Mourning Nap: Participatory Art 
Installation. Welling Hall, Kriss Miller, 
Francisco Burgos, Friend of the Week 
(Chaplain). Quaker House. 28 Ames

12:30	 Garden Talk: “Fall Seed Saving.” 	
Betsy Burgeson. Head of Gardens and 
Grounds. Miller Park

12:45	 Catholic Seminar. Lisa Lickona, STL, 
Servant of God Catherine Doherty: 
A Chautauqua Sensation. Methodist 
House Chapel. 14 Pratt

1:00	 Archives Tent Talk with Jon 
Schmitz. Oliver Archives Center

1:00	 Bestor Plaza Demo/Talk. Breaking 
down a whole chicken with a Sysco 
Chef. Bestor Plaza

1:00	 (1–1:30) English Lawn Bowling. 
30-minute free instruction, then opt to 
play for fee. Bowling Green

1:15	 Docent Tours. Alumni and Pioneer 
Halls. 50 Wythe

2:00	 CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND SCI-
ENTIFIC CIRCLE PRESENTATION. 
White Cat, Black Dog: Stories. Kelly 
Link. Hall of Philosophy

3:30	 Authors @ The Smith. How to 
Retire and Not Die, Gary Sirak in 
conversation with Jane Kerschner. 
Smith Memorial Library Classroom

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Christian 
Science House

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Programmed 
by the Department of Religion and 
IDEA Office). Episcopal Cottage

3:30	 Chautauqua Dialogues. (Pro-
grammed by the Department of 
Religion and IDEA Office). Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship

4:00	 (4–5) CVA Two-Week Residency 
Open Studios. Arts Quad

4:30	 Taste Caravan. Bestor Plaza

5:00	 (5–6) Hebrew Congregation Kabbalat 
Shabbat: “Welcoming the Shabbat.” 
Led by Rabbi Alex Lazarus-Klein, 
rabbi of Shir Shalom, Buffalo, NY, and 
Cantor Julie Newman, founder of 
the Tiferet Project. Outdoors at Miller 
Park (rain location: Smith Wilkes 
Hall). If weather is questionable, call 
(716) 742-2228

6:00	 Disciples of Christ Potluck Cookout. 
Advance registration is required.

6:00	 Cinema Film Screening. “Epic.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

6:00	 (6–7:15) Hebrew Congregation 
Shabbat’zza. Post-service pizza 
picnic. We supply the pizza! Bring 
your own beverage and a side dish 
or dessert to share

6:15	 Chautauqua Choir rehearsal. Fletcher 
Music Hall

8:00	 AMPHITHEATER SPECIAL. The 
Australian Pink Floyd Show

8:45	 Cinema Film Screening. “Eleanor 
the Great.” Fee. Chautauqua Cinema

GUINEVERE MACLOWRY / MULTIMEDIA JOURNALIST
Lara Downes and Kurt Elling perform songs of American perseverance in ‘Get Happy’ Tuesday in the Amphitheater.

8:45	 Cinema Film Screening. “Mr. 
Nobody Against Putin.” Fee. 
Chautauqua Cinema

10:00	 Mike Thornton & The Midnight 
Quartet. Fee. Roe Green Theater 
Center
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